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CaRonoLocy OF “THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES,” 


THE PARLIAMENTARY HISTORY contains all that can be collected of the Legislative 
History of this country from the Conquest to the close of the XVII[[th Century (1803), 36 vols. 
The chief sources whence these Debates are derived are the Constitucvional History, 24 vols. ; 
Sir Simonds D’Ewes’ Journal; Debates of the Commons in 1620 and 1621; Chandler and 
Timberland’s Debates, 22 vols. ; Grey’s Debates of the Commons, from 1667 to 1694, 10 vols. ; 
Almon’s Debates, 24 vols. ; Debrett’s Debates, 63 vols.; The Hardwicke Papers ; Debates in 
Parliament by Dr. Johnson, &c., &e. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES commence with the year 1803, and the contents are 
set forth in the following Chronological Table :— 


HISTORY. (Pirro PARLIAMENT.) 


CONQUEST to 34 GEO. IT.—1066 to 1760, Vol. 24 to 26...53 Guo, IIT. ... 1812-13 
5 . E : —- 27 & 28...54 = ... 1813-14 
Vol. 1 to 15, 1 WILL, I. to 34 Gro. I. = _ 99 to 31...55 1814-15 
1066-1760 - 32 — 34...56 i 1816 
REIGN OF GEORGE IlL.—1760 to 1s. yp Se 1 
Vol. 15 to 35, 1 Guo. IIT. to 40 Geo. III. 
saree (Sixth PARLIAMENT.) 

(First PARLIAMENT.) Vol. 39 & 40...59 Gro. IIL. ...... 1819 
are 41 Goo. IIV..........1801 — 41 ......... 60 —  .. 1819-20 
ath. dee 42 sep osetia 802 

(SECOND PARLIAMENT.) sihinaasiai dail 
FAT ccssisivs 42 Geo. III....... 1802-3 

reas REIGN OF GEORGE IV.—1820 to 1830. 
DEBATES. 
First Series (SEVENTH PARLIAMENT.) 
rs . 

ro 3 tno. IV 82 
(SECOND PARLIAMENT—continued.) = A " “ig 3 ( weer: my ee 
Vol. 1 & 2...44 Geo. IIL......18034) _s g_ 73 -. 2” 1822 
— 38to 5...45 as. Ce a Bie BS wee 1823 
— 6 & 7...46 Se Bak PO us ee RT la te 1824 
— 13—13..6 —" ...... 1825-6 

(THIRD PARLIAMENT.) ae Mat 4 een! Oe 1826 

Ve’ 8 & 9...47 Geo. III....... 1806-7 

(FourTH PARLIAMENT.) (E1cutH PARLIAMENT.) 
Vol. 9 to11...48 Geo, IIT. ...... 1807-8 | Vol. 16 .......... 4 Gee TY. 2.2 1826 
— 12—14...49 me de uk 1809)) 9 AT ce scaaes 8 a eacene 1827 
— 15 —17...50 arr, (stax 1810, — 18 & 19... 9 ee 1828 
— 18 — 20...51 —  ... 1810-11; -- 20 — 21...10 My sede 1829 
— 221 — 23...52 a 1812) — 22 to 25...11 - EP 





iv CHRONOLOGY OF 


Third Series. 


REIGN OF WILLIAM IV.—1830 to 1837. , 


(NINTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 1 to 3... 1 Wirt. IV.......1830-1 | 


“THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES ”—cont, 


| (SEVENTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 145 to 147...20 Victoria (b) 1857 
— 148 —151...21 —_ sense 1858 
|} — 152 —153...22 -— (a) 1859 


(EIGHTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


(TENTH PARLIAMENT.) Vol. 154 to 155...22 Victoria (b) 1859 
‘ —e—— ee le 1860 
Vol. 4 to 8... 2 Wu. CV. ...... 1832 | — 16] —164...94 Se 1861 
— 9—14... 3 sees 1831 | — 165 —168...295 — ...... 1862 
-— 169 —172...26 Ba ake 1863 
(ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT.) = i oO? a asus ae 
— —_ ag =e ey D 
Vol. 15 to 20... 4 WiLL. IV....... 1833 
eee = BO... 5 me Se 1834 (NINETEENTH PARLIAMENT.) 
(TWELFTH PARLIAMENT.) iia +44 whe siairsiaes earere oe 
Vol. 26 to 30... 6 WiLL. IV....... 1835 — 190 —193...31 — 1867-8 
= Bi -— 36... V7 a! | eaves 1836 
aC a we aS a 1837 | (TWENTIETH PARLIAMENT.) 
| Vol. 194 to 198...32 VicrorIA ... 1868-9 
REIGN OF VICTORIA—1837 to 1901. — Ji! ——=— . a 
; —_ ~_  . eee 1872 
ee ee) — 214 —217..36 — o., 1873 
Vol. 39 to 44... 1 VICTORIA ...... 1838 
— 45— 50... 2 SS ie 1839 (TWENTY-FIRST PARLIAMENT.) 
RE BG. Boson 1840 Vo]. 218 to 221...37 VicToRIA..... 1874 
— 56—58..4 — (a) 1841 | _. 999_996..38 ~— ...... 1875 
— 227 —231...39 =—- <gasxee 1876 
(FOURTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) __ 932 —936...40 ad 1877 
. on Paes 1 9 — 237 —242...41 Seep 1878 
age ee | OCC. tee 
—- ee ...5 —...... 1842 ae oe A 
ee ee See 1843. — 250&251..43  — (a) 1880 
<4 a iw _ § af a (TWENTY-SECOND PARLIAMENT.) 
— 83 — 88... 9 an 1846 , Vol. 252 to 256...43 VicrorIA (b) 1880 
— 89 — 94...10 ae (a) 1847 | — 257 —265...44 =, ghee 188] 
— 266 —273...45 — (a) 1882 
(FIFTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) — 274 & 275...45 — (b) 1882 
See 10 Vicrorta (b) 1847 | oe 7 cs Oe a. 
SS ee eee a re 
— 102 —107...12 == henwee 1849 ‘x ini 
— 108 —113...13 — — eevee 1850 y bs 
— 114—118...14 eer’: 1851 | (TWENTY-THIRD PARLIAMENT.) 
— 119 —122...15 fos (a) 1852 Vol. 302 to 307...49 VicrorIA (a) 1886 
(SIXTEENTH PARLIAMENT.) (TWENTY-FOURTH PARLIAMENT.) 
| 15 Victoria (b) 1852 Vol. 308 & 309...49 Vicroria (b) 1886 
—— eT ee re 1887 
-— 130 —135...17 fae a ese 1854 = 322 —332...51 = aay 1888 
— 136 —-139...18 = ees: 1855 | — 333 —340...52 ree 1889 
— 140 —143...19 psi, lena 1856 | — 341 —348...53 —  sycase 189C 
— 144 .. 349 —356...54 _ 1890-] 
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Fourth Series. 


(TWENTY-FouRTH PARLIAMENT—cont.) 


Vol. to 6...55 Vicroria ...... 1892 
(TWENTY-FIrFTH PARLIAMENT.) 

Wee FD  sidanoens 56 VICTORIA ...... 1892 

— 8 to 21...57 -- ... 1893-4 

— 22 — 29...57 a fue 1894 

— 30— 35...58 = ee 1895 


(TWENTY-SIXTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 36. .........59 VICTORIA ...... 1895 
—- $87 to 44...59 == ... 1895-6 
— 45-. §2...60 = seas 1897 
— 53 — 66...61 Se eee ae 1898 
—— MO ao Oe a ig aeke 1899 
= GH abecsse Cie? San ee 1899 
— {6— S3...63 esi fn Regios 1900 
= (Be 63 & 64 ae ghia 1900 


CHRONOLOGY OF “THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES”—cont. 











(TWENTY-SEVENTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Volk: 88) isxi..ci 64 VICTORIA ...... 1900 


REIGN OF EDWARD VII. 


(TWENTY-SEVENTH PARLIAMENT—cont.) 


WO SO cckevcs 1 Epwarp VYII....1901 
— 90to100 1 a ... 1901 
— 101 1é2 — ...1902 

— JO2te-llf 2 — ...1902 
— 118 to 128 3 — ... 1903 
— 129to140 4 — ... 1904 
— 141tol5l 5 — ... 1905 


(TWENTY-EIGHTH PARLIAMENT.) 


Vol. 152 to 168 6 EpwaArp VII....1906 
Vol. 169 to 170 7 a 9 0 L907 

















HIS MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL OFFICERS 
OF STATE, Eve. 


SIR HENRY CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN’S FIRST ADMINISTRATION 
DECEMBER 1905. 


THE CABINET. 


Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasary——Rt. Hon. Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
Lord President of the Council Rt. Hon. the Earl of CREWE, 
Lord Chancellor——Rt. Hon. Lord Lorepurn. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ht. Hon. H. H. Asquiri, M.P. 
Secretaries of State 
Home Department——Rt. Hon. HERBERT J. GLADSTONE, M.P. 
Foreign Affairs Rt. Hon. Sir Eobwarp Grey, Bt., M.P. 
Colonial Office——Kt. Hon. Earl of Evan. 
War Office——lit. Hon. R. B. HALDANE, M.P. 
India Office——Rt. Hon. JouN Morvry, M.P. 
First Lord of the Admiralty——Rt. Hon. Lorp TwrrepMoutu. 
Chief Secretary for Ireland Rt. Hon. A. BrrreLL, M.P. 
Lord Privy Seal—— Most. Hon Marquess of Ripon, 
President of the Board of Education Rt. Hon. R. MCKENNA, M.P. 
President of the Board of Trade——Rt. Hon. D. Luoyp-Grorcr, M.P. 
President of the Local Government Board Rt. Hon. JouN Burns, M.P. 
President of the Board of Agriculture——Rt. Hon. Earl Canrinron. 
Postmaster-General Rt. Hon. SYDNEY BuxToN, M.P. 
Chancellor of tiie Duchy of Lancaster Rt. Hon. Sir HENRY FowLer, M.P. 
The Secretary for Scotland tt. Hon. J. SINCLAIR, M.P. 



































NOT IN THE CABINET. 


Under Secretary of State, Foreign Ottiee ——Lord FirzMAURICE. 

Under Secretary of State, Home Office —-HirBERT SAMUEL, Esq., M.P. 
Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office —-WINsToN CHURCHILL, Esq., M.P. 
Under Secretary of State, India Office —-C, E. Honpuouse, Esq., M.P. 

Under Secretary of State, War Office ———Rt. Hon. Earl of PortsMouTu. 


Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury——-GrORGE WHITELEY, Esq., M.V. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Education——THoMAS LouaH, Esq., M.P. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Admiralty——Rt. Hon. E. Ropertrson, M.V. 





Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade H. E. KEARLEY, Esq., M.V. 
*arliamentary Secretary to the Local Government Beard Dr. MACNAMARA, M.P 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury-——WALTER RUNCIMAN, Esq., M.P. 
Financial Secretary to the War Oflice——T. R. BUCHANAN, Esq., M.P. 
{ J. A. PEASE, Esq., M.P. 
HERBERT LEwIs, Esy., M.P. 
Captain CecIL Norton, M.P. 
J. M. F. FULLER, Esq., M.P. 
| Admiral of the Fleet Sir JOHN FIsHEr. 
Vice-Admiral Sir C. C. Drury, 
Rear-Admmiral Sir H. B. JACKSON, 
Rear-Admiral I. S. INGLEFIELD. 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR [in the Cabinet}. 
General Hon. Sir N. G. LYTTELTON (Chief of the General Stall). 
General ©. W. H. DouGLAs (Adjutant-General to the Forces). 
General Sir W. G. NICHOLSON (Quarter-Master-General to the Forses). 
Army Council—— 4 Major-General Sir J. W. Murray (Master-General of the Ordnance). 
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR. 
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY TO THE WAR OFFICE, 
Secretary. THE PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE*SFOR WARK 
(Colonel Sir E. W. D. Warp). 
The Civil Lord of the Admiralty———GEORGE LAMBERT, Esq., M.P. 
Lord-Lieutenant of Treland- nt. Hon. the Karl of ABERDEEN. 
The Lord Advocate—-THOMAS SHAW, Esq., M.P. 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster In the Cabinet. 








Lords of the ‘Treasury—— | 


Lords of the epyatie, 











Attorney-General——Sir J, LAWSON WALTON, M.P. 
Solicitor-General——Sir W. S. Rowson, M.P. 
Paymaster-General——R. K. CAUSTON, Esq., M.P. 
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HIS MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF STATE--(Cont.) vii 


OTHER OFFICERS OF STATE. 


Lord Steward——Rt. Hon. Earl of LIVERPOOL. 
Comptroller of the Household ——The Master of ELIBANK, M.P. 
Treasurer of the Household —Sir EDWARD STRACHEY, Bt., M.P. 
Lord Chamberlain-—----Rt. Hon. Viscount ALTHORP. 
Vice-Chamberlain——WENTWORTH BEAUMONT, Esq., M.P. 
Master of the Horse——Rt. Hon. Earl of SEFTON. 
Captain Yeoman of the Guard ———His Grace the Duke of MANCHESTER. 
‘Earl GRANVILLE. 

Earl of GRANARD, 

Lord HAMILTON of DALZELL. 

Lord ACTON. 

Lord DENMAN. 

Lord COLEBROOKE. 

Lord SUFFIELD. 
Judge Advocate-General——T. MILVAIN, Esq., K.C. 





Lords-in- Waiting — 


SCOTLAND. 


Secretary for Scotland and Keeper of the Great Seal——RKt. Hon. JOHN SINCLAIR. 
Lord High Constable Earl of ERROL. 

Lord Privy Seal Marquess of BREADELBANE, K.G. 

Master of the Household ——Duke of ARGYLL, K.T. 

Lord High Commissioner——Lord COLEBROOKE. 

Lord Clerk Register——His Grace the Duke of Montrusp, K.T. 

Lord Justice General——Rt. Hon. Lord DUNEDIN. 

Lord Advocate——Rt. Hon. THOMAS SiAw, K.C. 

Lord Justice Clerk Rt. Hon. Lord Krnssurcu, C.B. 

Solicitor-General ALEXANDER URE, Esq., K.C. 

Register General and Deputy Keeper Great Seal—Sir Sratk AGNeEw, K.C.B. 
Commanding Forees——Lt.-Gen. 4. P. LEAcn, C.B., C.V.O 














IRELAND, 


Lord-Lieutenant——Earl of ABERDEEN, G.C.M.G. 

Chief Secretary and Keeper of Privy Seal Rt. Hon. A. BrrRELL, M.P. 
Under Secretary ——Rt. Hon. Sir A. MACDONNELL, G.C.S.L, K.C.V.O. 
Private Secretaries——Lord HERSCHELL and WALTER CALLAN, Esq. 
State Steward and Chamberlain——Viscount ILAWKESBURY, M.V.O. 
Controller Major LAMBART. 

Lord Chancellor ——Lord Justice WALKER. 

Attorney-General——Rt. Hon. R. R Cuerry, K.C., M.P. 
Solicitor-General REDMOND Barry, Esq., K.C. 

Commanding the Forces Gen. Lord GRENFELL, G.C.B., G.C.M.G. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Chairman of Committees——Rt. Hon. Ear] of ONsLow. 

Clerk of Parliaments——Sir Henry J. L. Granam, K.C.B. 

Deputy Clerk of Parliaments (Clerk Assistant) Hon. E. P. TuestcEr, C.B. 

Reading-Clerk and Clerk of Outdoor Committees——Epwarp HALL ALDERSON, Esq. 

Counsel to the Chairman of Committees ALBERT GRAY, Esq, 

Chief Clerk and Clerk of Public Billsha——A. Harrison, Esq. 

Senior Clerks—— 

Clerk of the Journals W. A. Leicu, Esq. 

Principal Clerk of Private Committees J. F. Symons JEung, Esq. 

Principal Clerk, Judicial Department, and Taxing Officer of Judicial Costs——J. F, 
SKENE, Esq. 

W. H. Hamitton Gorpon, Esq. 

Peers’ Printed Paper Office C. L, ANSTRUTHER, Esq. 

Uther Clerks——Hon. A. McDonnewi.; A. H. Ropinson, Esq. (Clerk of Private Bills and 
Taxing Officer of Private Bill Costs); H. P. Sr. Jouy, Esq.; V. M. Bippunpu, Esq. ; 
Hon. K. A. Sronor; H. J. F. Bapeney, Esq. ; C. HeapiAm, Esq. ; J. B. Horna, Esq. ; 
KE. C. Vicors, Esq. ; A. Tennyson, Esq. ; G. D. Luarp, Esq. ; and G. Prosy, Esq. 

Receiver of Fees and Accountant——T. A. Court, Esq. 

Copyists—--Mr. H. P. Norris and Mr. R. A. Court. 

Messengers Messrs. A. A. WorretL, C. E. Cuiziert, J. W. F Locks, J. McMmLian, 
G. Bennett, G. T. Partie, W. 8S. Wricut. 

Librarian——EDMUND Gossk, Esq., LL.D. 

Assistant Librarian——A. H. M. Buturr, Esq. 

Attendant Mr, A. N. Storr. 

Sxaminers for Standing Orders——C. W. Campton, Esq.; J. F. Symons Jeunz, Esq. ; Clerk 

H. C. BRAMWELL, Esq. 

entleman Usher of the Black Rod Admiral Sir F. H. SrEpHENSON, G.C.V.O., K.C.B, 

Yeoman Usher——Captain T. D. BuTLer, M.V.O. 

Serjeant-at-Arms——Lt.-Col. Rt. Hon. Sir FLEetwoop I. Epwarps, G.C.V.O., K.C B, 

Deputy Serjeant-at-Arms——S. Hanp, Esq. 

Resident Superintendent——J. K. Witt1ams, Esq. 

Shorthand Writer W. H. GURNEY SALTER, Esq. 

Principal Doorkeepers Messrs. W. CHANDLER, E. Fox, F. HOLMAN. 

First Class Assistants Messrs. C. WALKER, J. HEDLEY, J. LANE, B. GALLOP. 

Second Class Assistants——Messrs. H. B. STREVENS, G. W. Cross, W. Storr. 

rhird Class Assistants Messis. J. WooLAcoTtT, A. A. EpNrEy, J. F. BAUM. 

Messengers——Messrs. A. J. SOLMAN, C. CHAPMAN, W. Puitiips, W. W. MEATES, 
T. WHITEHEAD. 

Superintendent of Refreshment Rooms——Mr. W. CASBON. 

Inspector of Police attending the House of Lords——Mr. A. PALMER. 

Clerk of the Works, Houses of Parliament——Mr. P. E. RIDGE. 

Resident Engineer, Houses of Parliament——Mr. A. P. PAtTEy. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Clerk of the House of Commons Sir COURTENAY PEREGRINE [LBERT, K.U.S.L, C.1.E, 
Clerk-Assistant——ARTHUR W. NICHOLSON, Esq. 

Second Clerk-Assistant——T. L, Wrbstrr, Esq. 

Principal Clerks 
Public Bill Office, and Clerk of Fees——W. Gispons, Esq., C.B. 

Clerk of the Journals——W. H. Ley, Esq. 
Committee Office——F. St. GEORGE TurreER, Esq. 
Private Bill Otfice——J. H. W. SOMERSET, Esq. 

Senior Clerks C. V. Frere, Esq.; G. C. GIFFARD, Esq. ; Sir E, H. DoyLs, Bart. ; S, L. 
SIMEON, Esq. ; ARTHUR I. DASENT, Esq. ; HORACE West, Esq. 

Assistant Clerks HENRY A. FERGUSON-DAVIE, Esq.; ARTHUR H. ELLIS, Esq. ; PERCY 
A. BULL, Esq. ; F. R. WILLIAMS Wynn, Esq. ; W. E. Grey, Esq. ; F. C. HOLLAND, 
Esq.; J. W. G. Bond, Esq. ; H. C. DAwkins, Esq.; RK. P. CoLomp, Esq. ; B. H. 
FELL, Esq. ; R. KE, CHILDERS, Esq.; J. Scorr PortTer, Esq. 

Junior Clerks F. C. BRAMWELL, Esq. ; W. T. LEGGE, Esq.; C. KR. TURNER, Esq. ; W. 


























K. Gippons, Esq.; W. P. JouNnston, Esq. ; J. BARLOW, Esq.; Hon. H. R. C. 
BALFouR ; kK. N. BAILEY, Esq.; G. F. M. CAMPION, Esq. ; 8S. DE LA PoER BERESFORD, 
Esq. ; H. 8S. GREEN, Esq. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE OF COM MONS—(Cout.) 


Serjeant-at-Arms——H. D. ERSKINE, Esq., C.V.O. 

Deputy Serjeant——F’. R. Gossrt, Esq. 

Assistant Serjeant——W. H. ErsKINE, Esq. 

Office Messenger——Mr. C. J. H. SHEARN. 

Chaplain to the House The Ven. Archdeacon BASIL WILBERFORCE, D.D.° 

Secretary to the Speaker——Hon. EDWARD GULLY, C.B. 

Counsel to the Speaker——Hon. Sir E. CHANDOs LrEiau, K.C., K.C.B, 

Trainbearer——Mr. W. MURRELL. 

Messenger——Mr. W. Hott. 

Collector of Fees on Private Bills——C. L. Lock Ton, Esq, 

Clerk to Referees——Sir E. H. Doyuer, Bart. 

Examiners of Private Bills C. W. CAMPION, Esq. ; J. F. SYMONS JEUNE, Esq. 

Taxing Master——C. W. CAmprIon, Esq. ; Clerk——F. C. BRAMWELL, Esq. 

Vote Office 
Principal Clerk——PuI.ip Situ, Esq. 
Assistant Clerks——JOHN Poysur, Esq.; W. K. SANDERSON, Esq. 
Messenger——Mr. JouN EDWARDS. 

Librarian——R. C. WALPOLE, Esq.; Assistant Librarian--—A. E. A. W. Smyvu, Esq. 
Clerks in Library——Messrs. J. R. Crimp, WM. SrewArt: Messengers——Messrs. 
A. Firmin, W. HAGUE. 

Shorthand Writer——W. H. GURNEY SALTER, Esq. 

Printers 
Journals——G, E. BrIscor EYRE, Esq. 
Votes——J. B. NICHOLS, Esq. (for H. M. Stationery Office. ) 

Postmaster——Mr. I, LINCOLN; Hall Keeper Mr. J. GLYNN. 

Office Keeper Mr. H. BULLOCK. 

Office Clerk in Committee Office——Mr. T. FIELDEN MITCHELL, 

Office Clerk in Journal Office-——Mr. A. A. TAYLOR. 

Messengers——Messrs. C. DAVIE, H. Jones, G. D. Wetter, J. ARMSTRONG, J. WOODWARD, 
J. Ivory, G. NORMAN, J. SURREY, A. SEPPLE. 

Doorkeepers——Mr. M. INGLEFIELD and Mr. H. HAMBLING,. 

Messengers (Ist Class) Mr. C. WoopcraArt, Mr. RK. Rosertson, Mr. J. UILLS, Mr. J. 
SPRAGUE, Mr. A. ANDREWS, Mr. T. B. Spray, Mr. G. Anstry, Mr. J. H. Day, Mr. 
J. HenpeRSON, Mr. G. WAINWRIGHT, Mr, J. GUYATT. 

Messengers (2nd Class) Messrs. Rk. TURTLE, A. HASKELL, A. C. JOHNSON, G. CLAPPERTON, 
H. E. Linineron, H. G. Emmett, J. L. PHInip, W. FinpLay, W. MACDONALD, W. 
R. BriMson. 

Superintendent of Members’ Waiting Room Mr. J. F. Henury; Assistant——Mr W. 
BROADBENT ; Porters Messrs. J. HArr and G. Fry. 

Inspector of Police attending the House of Commons Mr. SCANTLEBURY. 
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CuURCH ‘LEMPORALITIES (IRELAND).—Accounts of the Irish, Land,Commission 
in respect of Church Temporalities in Ireland, for the year ended 31st March, 
1906, and from 26th July, 1869 (the date of the Irish Church Act) to 31st 
March, 1906; together with the report of the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General thereon . 

PENAL SERVITUDE Acts, 1853-1891 (ConDITIONAL LICENCE).—Licence granted 
by His Majesty to Jenny Lang, a convict under detention in Aylesbury 


Prison, permitting her to be at large on condition that she enter the Home ° 


of St. John the Baptist, London, 8.W. 


UNIVERSITIES SCOTLAND ACT, 1889.—Annual Report of the state of the finances 
of the University of Edinburgh under the provision of Section 30 of the 
Un'versities (Scotland) Act, 1889, for the year 1905-1906. 


Annuai Statistical Report by the University Court of the Univer- 
sity of EdinLurgh to the Secretary for Scotland under the provisions oi 
Section 30 of the Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889, forthe year 1905-1906. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to Act, and ordered to lie on the Table 


BriIDLINGTON PirRs AND, HarBour.—Abstract of annual general account for 
the year ended 26th July, 1906: Delivered (pursuant to _ and ordered 
to lie on the Table - - oe oe a” . 


NEW BILL. 


Municipal Representation Bill [#.1.]—A Bill to authorise the introduction 
of proportional representation in municipal elections; and for on 
purposes—Was presented by the Lord Courtney of Penwith ; read 1* ; 
be printed ; and to be read 2* on Tuesday the 12th of March next. (No. 8) 
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QranDING ORDERS CoMMITTEE.—Appointed: The Lords following, with the 
Chairman of Committees, were named of the Committee :— 


E. 
D. 
D. 
D. 
M. 
M. 
M. 
. Derby. 

. Denbigh. 

. Chesterfield. 

. Jersey. 

. Lauderdale. 

. Waldegrave. 

° Cadogan. 

. Howe. 

. Amherst. 

. Camperdown. 

. Dartrey- 

. Lytton. 

. Carrington. 

. Sidmouth. 

. Knutsford. 

. Churchill. 

. Zouche of Haryngworth. 


oc BeoBcoBe>BcoBeoBcohc> 


Peer eaerdddsiseis 
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et 


ie 


L. 
L. 


L. 
L. 


All petitions relating to the Standing Orders which shall be presented 
during the present session referred to the Committee unless otherwise 





Crewe. (L. President.) 
Bedford. 

Marlborough. 
Northumberland 
Lansdowne. 

Salisbury. 

Bath. 


Barnard. 


. Balfour. 

. Ribblesdale. 

. Colchester 

. Poltimore. 

. Kintore. (FE. Kintore.) 
. Belper. 

. Brougham and Vaux. 
. Kinnaird. 

. Hylton. 

. Fermanagh. (£. Erne.) 
. Herries. 


Monkswel:. 
Newton 
Welby. 
Ludlow. 


ordered. 


House oF Lorps Orrices.—Select Committee appointed : The Lords following 
with the Lord Chancellor, the Lord President, the Lord Privy Seal, and 
the Chairman of Committees, were named of the Committee :— 


D. 
M. 
M. 
M, 


Northumberland. 
Bath. 
Cholmondeley. 
Breadalbane, 
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. Liverpool. 

. Clarendon. 

. Chesterfield. 
. Waldegrave. 
. Spencer. 

- Mount Edgcumbe. 
. Belmore. 


TABLE 


(L. Steward.) 


Cawdor. 
Camperdown. 


. Ancaster. 

. Carrington. 

. Halsbury. 

. Plymouth. 

. Gordon. (E. Aberdeen) 
. Cross. 

. Peel. 


Knutsford. 


. Churchill. 

. Selby. 

,. Balfour. 

. Ribblesdale. 
. Colchester. 


L. Rosebery. (EF. Rosebery.) 
L. Kintore. (F. Kintore.) 
L. Belper. 

L. Tweedmouth. 

L. Monk Bretton. 

L. Macnaghten. 

L. Welby. 


. Burghclere. 
. Colebroke. 


Tre Liquor TRAFFIC IN WEsT AFRICA. 


OF CONTENTS. 


The Lord Archbishop of Canterbury 


The Secretary of State for the Colonies (The Earl of Elgin) ‘i 


Lord Stanmore 


House adjourned at twenty-five minutes past” Five o’clock, till 


To-morrow, half-past Ten o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS : WEDNESDAY, 271m FEBRUARY, 1907. 





The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 


North Eastern and Lancashire and Yorkshire Railways Bill (ny 
ORDER); Shanklin Gas Bill (by Order).—-Read a second time and com: 


mitted 
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Metropolitan Police Provisional Order Bill —‘“‘ To confirm a Provisional 
Order made by one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State under the 
Metropolitan Police Act, 1886,” presented by Mr. Herbert Samuel; read 
the first time ; to be referred to the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, 
and to be printed. [Bill74] .. 


PETITIONS. 


MenictpaL Expenpiture.—Petition from London, for limitation ; to lie upon 
the Table 


TEACHERS’ PENstons.—Petition from East London and South Essex, for altera- 
tion of Law; to lie upon the Table 


Women’s ENFRANCHISEMENT BILL.—Petitions in favour—from Birmingham ; 
Maidstone ; and Marylebone ; to lie upon the Table .. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


ARTERIAL DRAINAGE CoMMISSION (IRELAND).—Copy presented, of Report of the 
Vice-Regal Commission on Arterial Drainage in Ireland [by Command]; to 
lie upon the Table 


CoLontaL Reports (MIscELLANEOUS).—Copy presented, of Colonial Report No. 
40 (Northern Nigeria), Memorandum on the Taxation of Natives in Northern 
Nigeria, by Sir F. D. Lugard, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O., late High Commissioner 

[by Command]; to lie upon the Table.. 


Board OF AGRICULTURE AND FIsHERIES.—Copy presented, of Agricultural Statis- 
tics, 1906, Vol. XLL., Part II., Return of Produce of Crops in Great Britain, 
with Summaries for the United Kingdom [by Command]; to lie upon the 


Table 


Facrory AND WorksHorP (PHOSPHOROUS PoIsontING At Messrs. MoRELAND’S 
Marcu Factory, GLoucEsTER).—Copy presented, of Report to the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department, by H. H. 8. Cunyngham, Esq., C.B., 
Assistant Under-Secretary of State, and B. A. Whitelegge, Esq., C.B., M.D., 
His Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Factories, on the circumstances attending 
a fatal case of Phosphorus Poisoning at the Match Factory of Messrs. 
Moreland and Company, Gloucester [by Command]; to lie upon the Table 


PenaL Servirube Acrs (ConpirioNaL LiceNcE).—Copy presented, of Licence 
granted to Jenny Lang, a convict under detention in Aylesbury Prison, 
permitting her to be at large on condition that she enter the Ileme of St. 
John the Baptist, London, 8.W. [hy Act]; to lie upon the Table 


Post OrricE (FOREIGN AND CoLoNIAL ParceL Post).—Copy presented, of the 
Foreign and Colonial Parcel Post Amendment (No. 21) Warrant, 1907, 
dated 14th February, 1907 [by Act]; to lie upon the Table. .. ‘“ “a 


PAPERS LAID UPON THE TABLE BY THE CLERK OF 1HE HovsE.—Bridlington Piers 
and Harbour. Copy of abstract of the General Annual Account for the 
year ending 26th July, 1906 [by Act]. 
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Railway, etc., Bills.—Copy ordered, “ of Report by the Board of Trade 
upon al] the Bills and Provisional Orders of Session 1907 relating to Railways, 
Canals, Tramways, Harbours and Tidal Waters, and the supply of Electricity 
Gas, and Water.”—(Mr. Lloyd-George) .. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Ture Nava Manevuvres.—Question, Mr. Bellairs (Lynn Regis); Answer, Mr. 
Edmund Robertson 


Duat System In Be.trast Post Orrick.—Question, Mr. Sloan (Belfast, 8.) ; 
Answer, Mr. 8. Buxton 


MoneEy REQUIRED TO MEET Sates oF IrtsH EstatEs.—Question, Captain Craig 
(Down, E.); Answer, Mr.‘ Birrell 


inny JUNCTION Peat Works.—Question, Mr. Ginnell (Westmeath, N.) ; Answer, 
Mr. Birrell 


Cricnton EsTatr, RoscomMon.—Question, Mr. Haydon (Roscommon, §.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Birrell 5 R is ‘3 s Bes oP sie 


Trish Land Act—Section 54.—Question, Mr. Fetherstonhaugh (Fermanagh, N.) ; 


Answer, Mr. Birrell 


Anvut Mintne Contract.—Question, Sir E. Sassoon (Hythe); Answer, Sir E. 
Grey F 


Navy—ComMANDERS ON THE Active List.—Question, Mr. Bellairs: Answer, 
Mr. E. Robertson 


Navy—Snuips 1n Furi Commisston.—Question, Mr. Bellairs; Answer, Mr. E. 
Robertson ie es, ee ae 7 se - 


Reparrs To H.M.S. “ Commonwrattn.”’—Question, Mr. E. Lamb (Rochester) ; 
Answer. Mr. E. Robertson 


RAatLWAY CoMBINE TO MAINTAIN Freicut Ratrs.—Question, Mr. Field (Dublin, 
St. Patrick): Answer, Mr. Llovd-George , 


EXPENDITURE oF UNEMPLOYED FUND oN EmiGrATION.—Question, Mr. Bridge- 
man (Shropshire, Oswestry); Answer, Mr. J. Burns 


Inrant Mortality AND Mepicat AssisTANCE.—Question, Mr. Morrell (Oxford- 
shire, Henley) ; Answer, Mr. J. Burns ‘> 


Booxs For Sup Lrpraries.—Question, Mr. Bellairs; Answer, Mr. Runciman 


Tonpon County Councin Erection—'l'HE TRAFALGAR SQuaRE MEETING.— 
Question. Mr. Hyde (Wednesbury); Answer, Mr. Gladstone 


SEPARATE Courts FoR CHILDREN’S Cases.—Question, Mr. Toulmin (Bury, Lan- 
eashire) : Answer, Mr. Gladstone *% és o 


Question, Sir Seymour King 





InpiaN Mintrary Service Famity PENSIONS. 


(Hull, Central) ; Answer, Mr. Morley ‘i - - s ~ 
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INCREASED WaceEs FOR LaBourerRS IN ARMY ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT’, 
IRELAND.—Question, Mr. Field ; Answer, Mr. Haldane ia a se. cou 

MINIsTRY OF COMMERCE.—Question, Mr. Field; Answer, Sir H. Campbell- 
Bannerman or a oe a 

QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 

Cost or ArMiES.—Question, Mr. H. Cox (Preston); Answer, The Secretary of 
State for War (Mr. Haldane, Haddington) .. As ee ~e ae 

Cost oF CoLonIAL GARRISONS.—Questions, Mr. H. Cox and Mr. Ashley (Lanca- 
shire, Blackpool) ; Answers, Mr. Haldane... - eh és - 32 


IMPRISONMENT IN INDIA.—Question, Sir H. Cotton (Nottingham, E.); Answer, 
The Under-Secretary of State for India (Mr. Charles Hobhouse (Bristol, E.) 32 


ORANGE River CoLony Constirutrton.—Question, Mr. Pike Pease (Darlington) ; 
Answer, The Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. Churchill, Man- 


chester, N.W.) ss oe Si ro = a a a ie 
Trinipap—East INpIAN ImMIGRArION.—Question, Mr. Summerbell (Sunder- 
land); Answer, Mr. Churchill .. ss a Et See ih et eo 
TRINIDAD—LABOUR FOR THE PANAMA CANAL.—Question, Mr. Summerbell ; 
Answer, Mr. Churchill .. oA bs 3 ai id a fre US 
New Hepripes Lasour Contricts.—Question, Sir W. E. Gordon (Tower 
Hamlets, Stepney), Mr. Moore (Armagh, N.); Answer, Mr. Churchill .. 384 
NEWFOUNDLAND Mopvus VIvENpDI.—Questions, Mr. Ashley; Answers, Mr. 
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REPATRIATION OF CHINESE CooLies.—Question, Captain Craig (Down, E.) ; 
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TAXIMETER Motor Cass.—Question, Mr. Seaverns (Lambeth, Brixton) ; Answer, 
The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mr. Gladstone, Leeds, W.) 38 
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WomeEN AND CHILDREN IN Pusiic Hovuses.—Question, Mr. Fiennes (Oxfordshire, 

Banbury) ; Answer, Mr. Gladstone : - oe 


Law or CopyricHt.—Question, Mr. Beckett (Yorkshire, N.R., Whitby) ; 
Answer, The President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Lloyd-George ,Carnarvon 


Boroughs) 


ScorrisH RaILwAy CoMPANIES AND OWNER’S Risk Ratres.—Question, Mr. Watt 
(Glasgow, College) ; Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George os ; 
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‘Craig; Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George ‘ Es me +. 


Pontypoot Union v. Buck.—Question, Mr. Lee (St. Pancras, E.); Answer, 
The President of the Local Government Board (Mr. J. Burns, Battersea) 


Sporrep Fever 1n Lonpon.—Question, Mr. Ashley and Mr. Alden (Middlesex, 
Tottenham) ; Answer, Mr. J. Burns ei re ia ee 


Report on Loca, Autuoritigs Accounts.—Question, Mr. Radford; Answer, 
Mr. J. Burns - a wa i 


Post Orrice Accounts.—Question, Mr. J. F. Mason (Windsor) ; Answer, The 
Postmaster-General (Mr. 8. Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Poplar) es 


WetsH Epvucation DeparTMENT.—Question, Lord R. Cecil (Marylebone, E.) and 
Mr. D. A. Thomas (Merthyr Tydvil) ; Answer, The President of the Board 
of Education (Mr. McKenna, Monmouthshire, N.) .. a ie aa 


SwaNseA Epucation DispuTe.—Questions, Lord R. Cecil; Answers, Mr. 
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Epvucation BrLit.—Question, Mr. Meysey-Thomson (Staffordshire, Hands- 
worth) ; Answer, Mr. McKenna = : 


PARLIAMENTARY Hatrpressers’ Waces.—Question, Mr. Wilkie (Dundee) and 
Mr. Keir Hardie (Merthyr Tydvil); Answer, The First Commissioner of 
Works (Mr. Harcourt, Lancashire, Rossendale). . 


IMPRISONMENT FoR Dept.—Question, Mr. Maclean (Bath); Answer, The At- 
torney-General (Sir J. Walton, Leeds, 8.) * ns 
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Answer, Sir J. Walton .. : 
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Newton); Answer, Mr. Runciman eg sa 6 sis oe ws 


Customs Assistant CLERKS.—Question, Mr. O’Dowd (Sligo, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. 
Runciman a BG 5 bs ia = 


Dar iy Scxoor Boarp.—Question, Mr. Barnes (Glasgow, Blackfriars) ; Answer, 
The Secretary for Scotland (Mr. Sinclair, Forfarshire) oe ‘e os 


Page 


39 


40 


40 


41 


4] 


41 


43 


44 


44 


46 


46 


47 


47 


48 








ete 


i... 


C 





ge 


39 


40 


4() 


41 


1] 


= 





ae an cece ee 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
Feb, 27.) 


ProcuratTor-Fiscau’s Orrices.—Question Mr. Watts ;—Answer, The Lord Ad- 


vocate (Mr. Thomas Shaw, Hawick Burghs) 


TRIM AND GLEN INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL OFFICIALS.—Question, Mr. Sheehy (Meath, 
S.); Answer, The Attorney-General for Ireland _ Cherry, eee Ex- 
change) a * a “ss : 


Irish UNTENANTED LANDS.—Question, Mr. Ginnell ; Answer, The Chief Secre- 
tary for Ireland (Mr. Birrell, Bristol, W.) : 


CoERCcIVE PurcHASE AGREEMENTS.—Question, Mr. Ginnell ; Answer, Mr. Birrell 


LAND JupGE’s Court AND PurRCHASE AGREEMENTS.—Question, Mr. Ginnell ; An- 
swer, Mr. Birrell ra ie - a? si ae : ; 


West oF IRELAND Potato Crop.—Question, Mr. Dillon (Mayo, E.) ; Answer, Mr. 
Birrell ae =e me Ae — 


Massy Estate, Cov — LeITRIM.—Questions, Mr. Dolan (Leitrim, N.) and Mr. 
Kilbride (Kildare, 8.) ; Answers, Mr. Birrell _ a ie 


Lanp PurcuaseE IN County Siico.—Question, Mr. O'Dowd; Answer, Mr. 
Birrell a = : es ms od 


Beet GRowInG IN IRELAND.—Question, Mr. O'Dowd; Answer, Mr. Birrell 


Seep PortaToEs SupPLIED FoR DistrEssED Districts.—Question, Mr. Dillon ; 
Answer, Mr. Birrell ae Bi s ‘ 


DromaGu UnTENANTED LANDS.—Question, Mr. Flynn (Cork, N.) ; Answer. Mr. 
Birrell rw ms es : 


Irish DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.—Questions, Mr. John Redmond (Water- 
ford) ; Answers, Mr. Birrell Ay oe - i bs 


GaLway AND Mayo AaricuLturAL Banks.—Question, Mr. Dillon; Answer, 
Mr. Birrell 5s ‘i 


AMERICAN GoosEBERRY MiLpEw.—Question, Mr. Lonsdale (Armagh, Mid.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Birrell P a = a - 


Mr. Borrowe’s LONDONDERRY EstatE.—Question, Mr. Lonsdale ; Answer, Mr. 
Birrell ae afi ee, ‘ : 


Crime In County CLARE.—Questions, Captain Craig, Mr. Kilbride (Kildare, 8.) 
Mr. William Redmond (Clare, E. and Mr. J. MacVeagh (Down, S$) ; hit 
swers, Mr. Birrell ss , S i 


ALLEGED OUTRAGE AT CLOGHROE.—Questions, Captain Craig, Mr. Flynn, and Mr. 
Moore; Answers, Mr. Birrell ” “s aS ; <a 


County DonEGAL Fisnery By-Laws.—Question, Mr. Hugh Law (Donegal, W.); 
Answer, Mr. Birrell Pe i - “ mS “t 
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New Inn Brancu OF THE UntvTED IrtsH LEAGUE.—Question, Mr. Charles Craig ; 
Answer, Mr. Birrell te af i ~ se Ae ie ¥ 


Lerrraiw Extra PoLice CHARGES.—Questions, Mr. Lonsdale and Mr. Dolan ; 
Answers, Mr. Birrell Ss is J aie i 


River Deez Savmon FisHertes.—Question, Mr. O'Shaughnessy (Limerick, W.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Birrell i is te re ee % a a 


Feare Fishery.—Question, Mr. O'Shaughnessy ; Answer, Mr. Birrell 
Maicre FisHery.—Question, Mr. O’Shaughnessy ; Answer, Mr. Birrell 


GortTNAHOE EvictrED TENANTS.—Question, Mr. Kendal O’Brien (Tipperary, 
Mid.); Answer, Mr. Birrell .. a _ 5 ee ae is 


River FeaLe Fishery SEASON.—Question, Mr. O’Shaughnessy ; Answer, Mr. 
Pirrell PP re 5 * 5g she ne 


GaLway FErries.—Question, Mr. Gwynn (Galway); Answer, Mr. Birrell 


Trish Potice Reports.—Questions, Mr. Fell and Mr. J. MacVeagh ; Answers, 
Mr. Birrell 


Dustin TecHnicaL CoLLEGE.—Question, Mr. C. MacVeigh (Donegal, E.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Runciman rt 


Arracks oN Irish PostMEN.—Questions, Captain Craig, Mr. Lonsdale, and 
Mr. Moore; Answers, Mr. Sydney Buxton .. - 


Irish Policy oF THE GOVERNMENT.—Questions, Captain Craig and Mr. Stanley 
Wilson (Yorks, E.R., Holderness); Answers, The Prime Minister and 
First Lord of the Treasury (Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman, Stirling Burghs) 


CarE GOVERMENT AND COLONIAL PREFERENCE.—Questions, Sir Edward Sassoon 
(Hythe) and Mr. R. Duncan (Lanarkshire, Govan); Answers, Sir H. 
Campbell-Bannerman .. oe é< - os ss ow 


Smatt Hoiprnes Bitt.—Question, Mr. Corrie Grant (Warwickshire, Rugby) ; 
Answer, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman 7 oe me ‘* - 


THe WRECK OF THE “ BeRiin.”—Question, Mr. T. L. Corbett (Down, N.) ; 
Answer, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman i ye i 


SELEcTION.—Ordered, That Mr. Eugene Wason be discharged from the Com- 
mittee and that Mr. Crombie be added.—(Sir William Brampton Gurdon) 


VEW BILLS, 


Probation of Offenders Bill.—‘'To permit the release of Offenders on 
Probation in certain cases,” presented by Mr. Secretary Gladstone ; to be 
xead a second time upen Mcnday next, and to be printec. [Bill 75] .. 
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Licensing (Scotland) Amendment Bill.—“ To provide for the later opening 
in the morning of premises licensed for the Sale of Excisable Liquors in 
Scotland,” presented by Mr. Findlay ; supported by Mr. Cameron Corbett, 
Mr. Robert Balfour, Mr. Cross, Mr. Gulland, Mr. McCallum, Mr. Sutherland, 
and Mr. Wilkie ; to be read a second time upon Friday, 26th April, and to 
be printed. [Bill 76] ; 


Clerks of the Peace and County Council Bill—“ To amend the Law 
with regard to Clerks of the Peace and Clerks of the County Council,” 
presented by Mr. Luttrell; supported by Sir John Kennaway, Sir Francis 
Channing, Colonel Kenyon-Slaney, and Sir Walter Foster; to be read a 
second time upon Monday next, and to be printed. [Bill 77] ae 


Justices of the Peace Bill.—‘ To amend the Law in regard to the appoint- 
ment of Justices of the Peace,” presented by Mr. Luttrell; supported by 
Sir Francis Channing, Sir Walter Foster, Mr. Corrie Grant, Sir William 
Brampton Gurdon, and Mr. A. Edward Dunn; to be read a second time 
upon Monday next, and to be printed. [Bill 78] 


Spurious Sports Bill—“ To prohibit the hunting, coursing, and shooting 
of animals kept in confinement,” presented by Mr. Luttrell; supported 
by Mr. Corrie Grant, Mr. George Greenwood, Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, 
and Mr. Cameron Corbett; to be read a second time upon Monday next, 
and to be printed. [Bill 79] 


SUPPLY. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 


[Mr. Emmott (Oldham) in the Chair. ] 


Army Estimates, 1907-8. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘ That a number of Land Forces, not 
exceeding 190,000, all ranks, be maintained for the service of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland at Home and Abroad, excluding 
His Majesty’s Indian Possessions, during the year ending on the 31s 
day of March, 1908.” 


Mr. Wyndham (Dover) .. sis 

Major Seely (Liverpool, Abercromby) 

Mr. Arthur Lee (Hampshire, Fareham) 

Sir H. Cotton (Nottingham, EE.) .. 

Col. Kenyon-Slaney (Shropshire, Newport) 

Vol. Herbert (Monmouthshire, 8S.) 

Major Anstruther-Gray (St. Andrews Burghs) 

Mr. Courtney Warner (Staffordshire, Lichfield) 

Col. R. Williams (Dorsetshire, W.) 

Mr. Rees (Montgomery Boroughs) 

Mr. Courthope (Sussex, Rye) as 2 
Captain Kincaid Smith (Warwicks hire, Strat tford-on- Avon) 
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Motion made, and Question, ‘‘ That the Chairman do report Progress ; and 
ask leave to sit again ”—(Captain Kincaid-Smith)—put, and agreed to. 


Committee report Progress ; to sit again to-morrow. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND ( DISESTABLISHMENT). 


Mr. Everett (Suffolk, Woodbridge) 
Mr. Goddard (Ipswich) 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That, in the interests alike of religion 
and the nation, it is desirable to disestablish and disendow the Church 
of England both in England and Wales.” —({Mr. Everett.) 


Sir John Kennaway (Devonshire, Honiton) 
Mr. Harwood (Bolton) 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn line 1, to leave out from the word ‘ the,’ to the end of the 
Question, and add the works, ‘ opinion of this House, the passing of any 
measure to destroy the national position which the Church of England 
has held for so many centuries, and to secularise her antient endow- 
ments, would grievously impede her great and growing work for the 
spiritual and social welfare of the people and would be a serious blow to 
the cause of religion and morality in the nation.’ ””—(Sir John Ken- 


\ 


naway.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the Question.” 


Mr. Austin Taylor (Liverpool, East Toxteth) , 
The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Birrell, Bristol, N.) 
Mr. Lyttelton (St. George's, Hanover Square) 

Sir Aifred Thomas (Glamorganshire, E.) 


Question put. 

The House divided :—Ayes, 206; Noes, 93. (Division List No. 29.) 
Main Question put. 

The House divided :—Ayes, 198; Noes, 90. (Division List No. 30.) 


Resolved, That, in the interests alike of Religion and the Nation, it is desirable 
to Disestablish and Disendow the Church of England both in England 
and Wales. 


Adjourned at a quarter after Eleven o’clock, 
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Advertisements Regulation Bill.—“ To authorise local authorities to make 
by-laws respecting the exhibition of Advertisements,” presented by Mr. 
Hart-Davies ; supported by Mr. Wyndham, Sir William Brampton Gurdon, 

Lord Balcarres, Sir Charles Schwann, Mr. Butcher, Mr. MacNeill, Mr. Ram- 
say Macdonald, and Mr. Beale; to be read a second time upon Monday 
next, and to be printed. [Bill 81.] os ess cb 7 i .. 269 
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Weekly Resit-Day Bill.—“ To secure a Weekly Rest-day,” presented by Mr. 
Clarke ; supported by Mr. George White, Mr. Steadman, Mr. Bertram Straus, 
Sir Alfred Thomas, Mr. Corrie Grant, Mr. Remnant, and Mr. Charles Price ; 
to be read a second time upon Tuesday, 9th April, and to be printed. [Bill 
82.] ix a“ = “i 

Education (Administrative Provisions) Bill.—‘ To make provision for the 
better administration by the central and local authorities in England and 
Wales of the enactments relating to Education,” presented by Mr. McKenna ; 
to be read a second time upon Monday next, and to be printed. [Bill 83.] 


Small Holdings (Scotland) (No. 2) Bill.—** To establish a Department of the 
Board of Agriculture in Scotland and to facilitate the provision of Small 
Holdings in Scotland, and for other purposes connected therewith,” presented 
by Mr. Munro Ferguson; supported by Sir Thomas Glen-Coats and Sir 
Kdward Tennant: to be read a second time upon Monday, 18th March, and 
to be printed. [Bill 84.] 


SUPPLY [Isr ALLorTrED Day. | 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 


[Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair. ] 


Army Estimates, 1907-8, 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That a number of Land Forces, not 
exceeding 190,000, all ranks, be maintained for the service of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland at Home and Abroad, excluding 
His Majesty’s Indian Possessions, during the year ending on the 31st day 
of March, 1908.” 


Captain Kincaid-Smith (Warwickshire, Stratford-on- Avon) 

The Under- ‘igaiaa of State for the Colonies ( Mr. Churchill, Manchester, 
Ze W. ; 

Mr. A. J. Balfour ({ ‘ity of laste 

The abd of State for War (Mr. Haldane, Haddington) 

Mr. Keir Hardie (Merthyr Tydvil) re ni ; 

Mr. Meysey-Thompson (Staffordshire, Handsworth) 

Captain Craig (Down, E.) . a a3 

Ma‘or MeMicking (Kirkeudbrightshire) 

Captain Faber (Hampshire, Andover) 

Mr. Byles (Salford, N.) ei 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That a sum, not exceeding 
£9,835,000, be granted to His Majesty, to defray the Charge for the Pay, 
ete., of His Majesty’s Army (including Army Reserve) at Home and 
Abroad (exclusive of India) which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1908.” 


Mr. J. Ward (Stoke-on-Trent) m= ste ie - ™ - 
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And, it being a quarter past Eight of the clock, and there being Private 
Business set down by direction of the Chairman of Ways and Means 
under Standing Order No. 8, further proceeding was postponed without 
Question put. 


Metropolitan Water Board (Charges, etc.) Bill [By Orper]. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 


Sir F. Divon-Hartland (Middlesex, Uxbridge) 
. Sir F. Banbury (City of London) .. se 


Amendment proposed— 


“ To leave out the word ‘ now,’ and at the end of the Question to 
add the words ‘ upon this day six months.’ ”—(Sir F. Divon-Hartland.) 


Mr. Ernest H. Lamb (Rochester) 

Mr. Pickersqill (Bethnall Green, S.W.) 
Mr. Nield (Middleser, Ealing) 

Mr. Morton (Sutherland) 

Question put. 

The House divided :—Aves, 219; Noes, 44. (Division List No. 31.) 

Main Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time, and committed. 

SuppLty (Army EstimMares\. 

Postponed Proceeding on Question, “ That a sum, not exceeding £9,835,090 
be granted to His Majesty, to defray the charge for the pay, etc., of His 
Majesty’s Army (including Army Reserve) at home and abroad (exclus- 
sive of India), which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1908,” resumed. 

Question again proposed, 
Mr. J. Ward (Stoke-on-Trent) se ae oe 
Mr. Hic s-Beach (Gloucestershire, Tewkesbury) .. 
Mr. Lane-For (Yorkshire, W.R., Barkston Ash) .. 
Mr. Lupton (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) 

Question put, and agreed to. 


Resolutions to be reported upon Monday next. 


Committee to sit again upon Monday next. 


Post Orrice Servants.—Ordered, That a Select Committee of Nine Members be 
appointed to inquire into the wages and position of the principal classes 
of Post Office Servants, and also of the unestablished sub-postmasters. 
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To examine, as far as may be necessary for the purpose of their Report, 
the conditions of employment of these classes. 


To report whether, having regard to the conditions and prospects of 
their employment, and, as far as may be, to the standard rate of wages 
and the position of other classes of workers, the remuneration they receive 
is adequate or otherwise. 


Mr. Barker, Mr. Frank Edwards, Mr. Claude Hay, Sir Clement Hill, 
Mr. Hobhouse, Mr. Meehan, Mr. Sutherland, Mr. John Ward, and Mr. 


Wardle were nominated Members of the Select Committee. 


Ordered, That the Committee have power to send for persons, papers, 
and records. 


Ordered, That Four be the quorum.—(Mr. Sydney Buxton) 


Adjourned at one minute after Eleven o’clock. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS: FRIDAY, Isr MARCH, 1906. 
The House met at Twelve of the Clock. 


New Writ.—For the Borough of Halifax, in the room of John Henry Whitley, 
esquire, one of the Commissioners for executing the office of Treasurer of 
the Exchequer of Great Britain and Lord High Treasurer of Ireland.— 
(Mr. Whiteley) 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Private Britis [Lorps].—Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table Report from the 
Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, That, in respect of the Bills com- 
prised in the List reported by the Chairman of Ways and Means as intended 
to originate in the House of Lords, they have certified that the Standing 
Orders have been complied with in the following case, viz., Middlesborough, 
Stockton-on-Tees, and Thornaby Tramways 


PETITIONS. 


Epvucation (Provision oF MEALS) (ScoTLAND) Bitt.—Petition from Glasgow, 
in favour; to lie upon the Table 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


Emiaration Sratistics (IRELAND).—-Copy presented, of Emigration Statistics 
of Ireland for the year 1906 [by Command]; to lie upon the Table .. 


Moror Car Acrs.—Copy presented, of Regulations made by the Local Govern- 
ment Board under the Motor Car Acts: I. Borough of East Retford ; 
II. Borough of Guildford; III. Borough of Harrogate; IV. County of 
Westmorland ; V. County of West Suffolk (Newmarket) [by Act]; to lie 
upon the Table ., a ig we - is “t es 
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Moror Car Acrs.—Copy presented, of Order of the Local Government Board, 
amending the Motor Car (Registration and Licensing) Order, 1903, relating 
to the County of London [by Act]; te lie upon the Table 


Moror Car Acts.—Copy presented, of General Order entitled The Heavy Motor 
Car (Amendment) Order, 1907 [by Act]; to lie upon the Table 


Pusiic Orrices (ACQUISITION oF Sire) Act, 1895, Sesston 2; PuBLic OFFICES 
(WesTMINSTER) Sire Act, 1896; Pusiic Orrices (WHITEHALL) SITE ACT, 
1897; Pusric Buitpines Expenses Act, 1898; and Pusiic BUILDINGS 
Expenses Act, 1903.—Account presented, showing the moneys issued 
out of the Consolidated Fund, the moneys borrowed and the securities 
created in respect thereof, the disposal of moneys issued to the National 
Debt Commissioners for temporary investment, and the expenditure under 
the provisions of the Acts to the 31st March, 1906; together with the 
Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General thereon [by Act]; to lie 
upon the Table and to be printed. [No. 61] is ‘ ae 


Ecc.estasticaAL Commission.—Copy presented, of Fifty-ninth Report from 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England, with an Appendix [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table 


TuBercuLosts (HUMAN AND Bovinr) (Roya ComMission).—-Copy presented, of 
Second Interim Report of the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the 
relations of Human and Animal Tuberculosis. Part If. Appendix. Vel. 
IV. Histological and Bacteriological Investigations, by Arthur Eastwood, 
M.D. [by Command]; to he upon the Table 


Mixes anp Quarries (WINGATE GRANGE CoLLInRyY ExpLoston).—Copv_ pre- 
sented, of Report of the Secretary of State for the Home Department by 
A. H. Ruegg, Esq., K.C., and J. B. Atkinson, Esq., M.se., two of His 
Majesty's Inspectors ot Mines, on the circumstances attending an Explosion 
which occurred at Wingate Grange Colliery on the I4th October, 1906 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table .. 


Prisons (ENGLAND AND WALEs).--Copy presented, of Draft Rules proposed 
to be made by the Secretary of State for the Home Department under the 
Prisons Acts, 1877 and 1898, with respect to the constitution of the Visiting 
Committee of Bristol Prison [by Act]; to lie upon the Table 


Burrer AND Marcarine Biti.—Copy ordered, “of Enactments applied or 
adapted by the Butter and Margarine Bill.” —(Sir Edward Strachey.) 


Copy presented accordingly ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 


Le ee 


RaTHMINES AND Ratucar Urran Distrricr Counci..—-Return ordered, “ of 
the following Papers in respect of the Rathmines and Rathgar Urban District 
Council, viz. :—(1) the Auditor's Reports for the vears ending the 3ist day 
f March 1905, and the 31st day of Mareh 1906+ (2) written objections by 
ratepayers, Messrs. O'Driscoll, Moran, Rattivan., and Sullivan. to items in 


the acount for the Vear 1906 : (3) Auditor Peasaiys ior decisions in respect 


of the same; (4) terms of appeal to the Local Government Board by Mr. 
“ulhivan : (5 Local Govern at Board’ deeision No. 5LASS. L905: 
(8) any correspondence on the matter between the Lecal Government 


Board and the Rathmines and Rathger Urban District Council.”—(Mr. 


John O'Connor) .. e i " me ei he a ie 


Pag 


362 


362 


362 


Oe 
362 


36: 


363 








——— 








a Qe 


362 


i652 


j? 


bo 











TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
Muar. 1.] 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 
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Markham (Nottinghamshire, Mansfield); Answer, Mr. McKenna a% 
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SERGEANT P. Cox—Duepiin Metroporiran Poritce.—Question, Mr. Sloan 
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Education ‘Provision of Meals) (Scotland) Biil.—Order for Second Reading 


read, 


Mr. J. Ramsay Macdonald (Leicester) wa is a oy es 

Mr. Wilkie (Dundee) “3 ei _ es % ‘i as 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the Bill be now read a s:cond 
time.” 


Sir Henry Craik (Glasgow and Aberdeen Un iversities) .. ae 


Amendment proposed— 


> and at the end of the Question to 


* To leave out the word ‘ now, : 
(Sir Henry Craik.) 


add the words * upon t! his day six months.’ 


; soit 1 ‘ g . foie ” 
Question proposed, “ That the word ‘ now’ stand part of the Question. 


Mr. Harold Cox (Preston) .. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Paar, Camberwell, N.) 

Mr. R. Dunean (Lanarkshire, Govan) 

Mr. ste ndlay (Lanarkshire, NL.) 

Mr. Munro Ferguson (Leith Burgh 3) 


2) 


Sv F Ba 5 4) Y (¢ ‘ity of London 


Local Government Board (Dr. Mace- 
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Mr. Mallet (Plymouth) e ; ; 4% és .. 398 
Mr. Eugene Wason (Clackmannan and Kinross) ch be .. 401 
Sir Frances Powell (Wigan) ie a a a a ~3 402 
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Mr. Carlile (Hertfordshire, St. Alban By. as oe s a sa. (aes 
Mr. Cochrane (Ayrshire, N.) - “ © Ks oe i 
Question put. , 


The House divided :—Ayes, 227; Noes, 52. (Division List No. 32.) 
Main Question put, and agreed to. 
Bill read a second time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That the Bill be committed to the 
Standing Committee on Law, etc.”—(Mr. J. Ramsay Macdonald.) 


Mr. A. J. Balfour (City of sani - s - oF « 
Mr. Sinclair ; ue b se ae .. 419 

Mr. Walter Long (Dublin, S. ) a ‘ gr. “ ng .. 420 

Colonel Lockwood... . ue ie vs ~ ae .». 422 

Sir Henry Craik aa ~ 30 a ws e rt .. 422 

Mr. Sinclair th  & zt 3 £22 | 

Sir A. Acland-Hood (Reason setehire, Ww ellington) els is .. 424 , 


Question put. 
The House divided :—Ayes, 231; Noes, 52. (Division List No. 33.) 
Education Acts Amendment Bil].—Order for Second Reading read. 


Mr. W. R. Rea (Scarborough) ee ve as 7 a .. 425 
Mr. Parker (Halifax) . a eee 
The Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Education (Mr. Lough, 
Islington, W.) .. s ns Se = Nei 
oa A. J. Balfour (City of London) { 
S'r Walter Foster (Derbyshire, Ilkeston) a me x .. £2 
Sir F. Banbury (City of London) .. 7 ‘5 Be .. 428 
Mr. Butcher (Cambridge University) 43 
Mr. T. L. Corbett (Down, N.) N 433 


Mr. W. R. Rea rose in his place and claimed to move, “ That the Question ( 
be now put.” 


Question put accordingly, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time. ’ 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That the Bill be committed to the 
Standing Committee on Law, etc.” —(Mr. Walter Rea.) 
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Debate arising. 
And, it being after Five of the clock, and objection being taken to further 


proceeding, the debate stood adjourned. 
Debate to be resumed upon Monday next. 


NEW BILLS. 


Pusiic Heattra Orricers.—Bill to amend the Law relating to the qualification 
and tenure of office of Medical Officers of Health and Sanitary Inspectors ; 
and for other purposes, ordered to be brought in by Sir Walter Foster, Sir 
Francis 8. Powell, Sir John Tuke, and Mr. Rainy 


Public Health Officers Bill.—‘‘ To amend the Law relating to the qualifi- 
tion and tenure of office of Medical Officers of Health and Sanitary Inspectors 
and for other purposes,” presented, and read a first time; to be read a 
second time upon Monday next, and to be printed. [Bill 85] 


Housing oF THE WorktinG CLAsses Acts AMENDMENT.—Bill to amend the 
Housing of the Working Classes Acts, and otherwise to facilitate the build- 
ing of houses for the working classes in rural districts, ordered to be brought 
in by Sir Walter Foster, Sir Francis Channing, Mr. Soames, Mr. Eve, Mr. 
Hart-Davies, and Mr. Nicholls .. 


Housing of the Working Classes Acts Amendment Bill.—“ To amend the 
Housing of the Working Classes Acts, and otherwise to facilitate the building 
of houses for the working classes in rural districts,” presented, and read the 
first time ; to be read a second time upon Monday next, and to be printed. 
[Bill 86]... i ee ” es | Pe st a és 


SELECTION (STANDING CoMMITTEES).—Sir WILLIAM Brampton GurpDON reported 
from the Committee of Selection, That they had discharged the following 
Member from the Standing Committee on Law: Sir Lewis M‘Iver; and 

had appointed in substitution : Mr. Maclver. 


Report to lie upon the Table 


Whereupon Mr. SpeaAkeR adjourned the House without Question put, 
pursuant to Standing Order No. 3. 
Adjourned at three minutes after Five o’clock till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF LORDS: MONDAY, 4ra MARCH, 1907. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Galwey’s Divorce Bill [4.1.]—Order of the Day for the Second Reading 
read: Counsel called in: Witnesses examined. Moved, That the Bill be 
now read 2". The same was agreed to. Bill read 2* accordingly, and 
committed to a Committe of the Whole House To-morrow 


Fitzgerald’s Divorce Bill [x..].—Order of the Day for the Second Reading 
read: Counsel called in: Witnesses examined. Moved, That the Bill 
be now read 2". The same was agreed to. Bill read 2" accordingly, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House To-morrow 
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THE Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the House ; That the Clerk of the Parlia- 
ments had laid upon the Table the CortiGentes from the Examiners that the 


ste anding Orders applicable to the following Bills have been complied with : 
suckhaven Dock ; ; Middlesbrough, Stockton-on-Tees, and Thornaby 


" “ rave 
- Tramways. 


Also the Certificates that the Standing Orders applicable to the 
iollowing Bill have not been complied with: Simon-Carves Bye-Product 


Coke Oven Construction and Working Company, Limited (Petition for Bill). 


And also the Certificates that the further Standing Orders applicable 
to the following Bill have been complied with : South Lincolnshire Water 
TH.L.]. 


The same were ordered to lie on the Table en ba ae 


Barnsley, Wombwell, and Wath er Bill [H. L.].—Presented, and 


read |" 


Medway Lower Navigation Bill [1.1.].—The Cuatrman or Comuirrees 
informed the House that the opposition to the Bill was withdrawn. The 
orders made on Wednesday and Thursday last discharged and Bill com- 
mitted 


Manchester Ship Canal (Bridgewater Canal) Bill [1.1.].—The Cuatruan 
oF COMMITTEES informed the House that the opposition to the Bill was 
withdrawn. The orders made on Wednesday and Thursday last dis- 
charged, and Bill committed 


Royal Insurance Company Bill [u.1.].—The Cuamman or ComMirrers 
informed the House that the opposition to the Bill was withdrawn. The 
order made on Wednesday last discharged, and Bill committed 


Colne Valley Water Bill fu.v.}: Porrisneap Disrrice Warer Bits [H.t.].— 
Read 2*, and committed. The Committees to be proposed by the Com- 
mittee of Selection 


Great Yarmouth Waterworks and Lowestoft Water and Gas Bill [1..]. 
—Read 2°, and committed. The Committee to be proposed by the Com- 
mittee of Selection 


ery = a Places of Historic Interest or Natural legit Bill 
H.I veAL ‘ and Cc ommitted 


York and District Tramways Bill [i.0.].—The CaatRMaAn or CoMMITTEES 
informed the House that the Promoters do not intend to proceed further 
with the Bill. The order of Thursday last, discharged. Ordered, that 


the Bill be not further proceeded with 


Manchester Ship Canal (Various Powers) Bill [1.1.]: Devonport Cor- 
poration Pill fa.n.J; Humber Conserv: anev Bill [.1.]; Middlesbrough 
Corporation Bill [an]: Oxford and District Tramways Bill [u.1.]—-Report 
from the Conmunittee of Selection; That the Lord Leith of Fyvie be pro- 
posed to the House asa me mber of the Select ( ‘ommittee on the said Bills in 


i 


hi 
the place of the Lord Hylton, and that the Lord Leith of Fvvie be Chair- 
man of the said Committee; read, and azreed t 
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Sranpinc ComMirrers (CHAIRMAN’S PaneL).—-Mr. Stuart Worv.ey reported 
from the Chairman’s Panel; That they had appointed Mr. Stuart Wortley 
to act as Chairman of the Standing Committee for the consideraticn of 


Bills relating to Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal Procedure; and 


Mr. Eugene Wason to act as Chairman of the Standing Committee for the 
consideration of Bills relating to Trade (including Agriculture and Fishing), 
Shipping, and Manufactures. 


Mr. Stuarr Wort ey further reported from the Chairman’s Panel ; 
That they had agreed to the following Resolution, That any Member of 
the Chairman’s Panel be and he is thereby empowered to ask any other 
Member of the Chairman’s Panel to take his place in case of necessity. 


Reports to lie upon the Table .. oe 


SELECTION (STANDING CoMMITTEES).—Sir WILLIAM BRAMPTON GURDON reported 
from the Committee of Selection; That they had discharged the following 
Members from the Standing Committee on Law, and Courts of Justice, 
and Legal Procedure, in respect of the Marriage with a Deceased Wife’s 
Sister Kil: Mr. Tomkinson, Mr. Barker, and Mr. Laurence Hardy; and 
had appointed in substitution: Mr. Cathcart Wason, Mr. Smeaton, and 
Mr. Carlile. 


Report to lie upon the Table... ve oe ee oe 


NEW BILLS. 


Character Note Bill. —* To make it compulsory upon employers to supply a 
Reference Note to a person leaving their employment and desiring one,” 
presented by Mr. Bell; supported by Mr. Thomas Frederick Richards, 
Mr. Fenwick, Mr. Hudson, Mr. Enoch Edwards, Mr. Raphael, and Mr. 
G. J. Wardle; to be read a second time upon Friday, 5th April, and to be 
printed. [Bill &7] 


Local Authorities’ Officers Bill.—‘‘ To enable Local Authorities to adopt 
the provisions of The Poor Law Officers’ Superannuation Act, 1896, and 
to give Officers of such Authorities a right to appeal,” presented by Mr. 
Luke White; supported by Mr. Barnard, Captain Balfour, Sir Joseph 
Leese, Mr. Napier, and Mr. Henry Forster; to be read a second time upen 
Tuesday, 9th April, and to be printed. [Bill 88] 


Railway Tickets Bill.—‘ To prevent a Time Limit being set upon the use 
of Passenger Tickets,” presented by Mr. Morton; supported by Mr. Row- 
lands, Mr. Ernest Lamb, Mr. Weir; Mr. John Deans Hope, Mr. Ramsay 
Macdonald, and Sir Howard Vincent; to be read a second time upon 


Monday next, and to be printed. [Bill 89] 





Public Libraries Bill.—*‘ To amend the Acts relating to Public Libraries,” 
presented by Mr. Tennant; supported by Sir Alfred Thomas, Mr. Isaacs, 
Mr. Mackarness, Mr. Morrell, Mr. Shackleton, Mr. Middlemore, Sir William 
Holland, Mr. T. P. O’Connor, Sir Charles Schwann, and Mr. Harmood- 
Banner ; to be read a second time upon Monday next, and to be printed. 
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| Limited Partnerships Bill.—‘“ To establish Limited Partnersh‘ps,” pre- 
t sented by Sir William Holland; supported by Mr. Cave, Mr. Holden, Mr. 


Isaacs, and Mr. Shackleton; to be read a second time upon Friday, 15th 
March, and to be printed. [Bill 91] .. $4 si - - a 


SUSINESS OF THE House (SupPLY, AND TERRITORIAL AND RESERVE ForRCES 
BILL). 


Motion made, and Question put, “ That the proceedings in Committee or on 
Report of Supply, or upon the introduction of the Territorial and 
Reserve Forces Bill, if under consideration at Eleven o’clock this 
night, be not interrupted under the Standing Order (Sittings of the 
House).”—(Sir H, Campbell-Bannerman.) 


97 The House divided :—Ayes, 248; Noes, 83. (Division List No. 34) 


_ Territorial and Reserve Forces Bill, 
The Secretary of State for War (Mr. Haldane, Haddington) 


Motion made and Question proposed, “ That leave be given to bring in a 

Bill to provide for the reorganisation of His Majesty’s Military Forces, 

| and for that purpose to authorise the establishment of county associa- 
tions and the raising and maintenance of a Territorial Force, and 

} for amending the Acts relating to the Reserve Forces.” —( Mr. Haldane.) 


Mr. Walter Long (Dublin, 8S.) .. - i 
Sir J. Dickson-Poynder (Wiltshire, Chippenham) 
Colonel Kenyon-Slaney (Shropshire, Newport) 
Major Seely (Liverpool, Abercromby) 
Colonel Lockwood (Essex, Epping) 
Mr. Acland (Yorkshire, Richmond) - 
Viscount Helmsley (Yorkshire, N.R., Thirsk) 
Mr. Verney (Buckinghamshire, N.) 7 
98 Mr. Gibbs (Bristol, W.).. 
' Lord J. Joicey-Cecil (Lincelnahive, ‘Stamjord) 
Mr. Maddison (Burnley) es 
Lord Balearres (Lancashire, Chorley) 
Mr. Guest (Cardiff Districts) 


Sir Howard Vincent (Sheffield, Central) 
\ Sir W. Evans Gordon (Tower Hamlets, Stepney) 
Mr, Wyndham (Dover) ‘ - ‘ 
98 Mr. Haldane 


Mr. Carlile (Hertfords hire, St. Albans) 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill ordered to be brought in by Mr. Secretary Haldane and Mr. Buchanan. 
OY) 
Territoriai and Reserve Forces Bill.—* To provide for the reorganisation 
of His Majesty’s Military Forces and for that purpose to authorise the 
establishment of County Associations and the raising and maintenance of 
a Territorial Force, and for amending the Acts relating to the Reserva 
Forces,” presented accordingly, and read the first time; to be read 2 
second time upon Tuesday, 9th April, and to be printed. [Bill 92.] 





Adjourned at twenty-six minutes after Eleven o'clock, 
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HOUSE OF LORDS: TUESDAY, 5rx MARCH, 1907. 


Lucas PEERAGE.—Petition of Auberon Thomas Herbert, the claimant to the 
B.rony of Lucas of Cradwell, that he may be permitted first to have dis- 
evssed and decided by this House the question whether the said peerage 
descends as of right to the Petitioner, such question depending upon the 
interpretation to be placed upon the Clause of Limitation in the Patent of 
Peerage (and the confirmatory Act of 15 Charles II., cxv.), and the validity of 
such clauses; and that the further question of abeyance be postponed for 
the future consideration of this House if it should decide against the Petition- 
er’s contention that he is entitled to a Writ of Summons as of right ;_ and 
also that he may be permitted to refer in his printed case and in any pro- 
ceedings which may follow in this House to the documentary and other 
printed evidence in the case of the Lord Great Chamberlain determined by 
this House in the year 1902; read, and referred to the Committee for 
Privileges 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the House, That the Clerk of the Parliaments 
had laid upon the Table the Certificate from the Examiners that the Standing 
Orders applicable to the following Bill have not been complied with :— 
London County Council (Tramways and Improvements). 


‘The same was ordered to lie on the Table 


Middlesbrough, Stockton-on-Tees, and Thornaby Tramways Bill [1." .].— 


Presented ; read 1*, and referred to the Examiners .. : 


Heywood and Middleton Water Board Bill [1.1.]—The Chairman of 
Committees informed the House that the opposition to the Bill was with- 
drawn: The orders made on the 25th of February and Thursday last 
discharged, and Bill committed .. sis ie ore a a” 


Devonport Corporation Bill [1.1.]—Report from the Select Committee, 
That the Committee had not proceeded with the consideration of the Bill, 
no parties having appeared in opposition thereto; read, and ordered to 
lie on the Table : The orders made on the 25th of February and Thursday 
last discharged, and Bill committed , 


Kendal Corporation Bill [1.1.]; Sheffield Corporation Bill [u.1.]; Sutton 
Coldfield Rectory Bill [#.1.]—Reports from His Majesty’s Attorney- 
General received, and ordered to lie on the Table a ae ; 


Galwey’s Divorce Bill [1.1.]—House in Committee (according to order) : 
An Amendment made: Standing Committee negatived: The Report of 
Amendment to be received To-morrow .. a Sue Ac 


Fitz Gerald’s Divorce Bill [1.1.].—House in Committee (according to order) : 


Amendments made : Standing Committee negatived: The Report of 
Amendments to be received To-morrow e 


PETITIONS. 


ComPANies (DEBENTURES AND Depenture Stock) Binw [u.1.].—Petitions in 
favour of: of Central Association of Bankers; Institute of Directors ; 
Committee for General Purposes of the Stock Exchange ; London Chamber 
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of Commerce Incorporated ; Institute of Chartered Accountants; Banny 
I Brothers and Company, Limited ; Phoenix Assurance Company; Alliance 
Assurance, Limited, and others ; Sun Insurance Office and other Companies ; 
Equitable Life Assurance Company and another Company; British and 


Mercantil? Assurance Company and another Company ; Royal Exchange 
Assurance Company and another Company ; and the Guardian Assurance 
Company, Limited, and another Conpv1y ; Read, and ordered to lie on the 
Table wis = “ 3 ae se ia es me .. 598 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
CuurcH Estates Commisston.—Fifty-sixth Report from the Church Estates 
Commissioners, for the year preceding Ist March, 1907; Presented (by 


i command), and ordered to lie on the Table .. 6% én = .. 598 


COMMITTEE OF SELECTION FOR THE STANDING ComMiTTEE.—Report from, That 
the Committee have nominated the following Lords to serve on the Standing 


Committee— 
| L. Archbp. of Canterbury. 
I. Chancellor. 
L. Archbp. of York. 
| KX. Crewe. (L. President.) 
i | M. Ripon. (L. Privy Seal.) 


D. Bedford. 
D. Devonshire. 
7 D. Northumberland. 
M. Winchester. 
M. Lansdowne. 
M. Salisbury. 
M. Bath. 
M. Linlithgow. 
FR. Liverpool. (L. Steward.) 
q. Derby. 
E. Denbigh. 
E. Stamford. 
1. Chesterfield. 
g KE. Jersey. 
KE. Lauderdale. 
E. Carnwath. 
EK. Waldegrave. 
st K. Portsmouth. 
KE. Clarendon, 
K. Cadogan. 
EK. Malmesbury. 
" {. Westmeath. 
K. Craven. 
}. Onslow. 
E. Beauchamp. 
E. Stradbroke. 
KE. Vane. (M. Londonderry.) 
KE. Cawdor. 
?. Camperdown. 
{. Lichfield. 
E. Yarborough. 
EK. Russell. 
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FE. Dartrey. 
E. 


nr 


Faversham. 


! vttan 


.. Hucchinsoa. (4. Jor oughmore.) 


. Cross. 

. Knutsford. 

. Liandaff. 

. Ridley. 

. Churchill. 

. Selby. 

. St. Aldwyn. 

. Bp. London. 

. Bp. Hereford. 

. Bp. Southwark. 

. Hastings. 

. Clinton. 

. Zouche of Haryngworth. 

. Clifford of Chudleigh. 

. Barnard. 

. Saltoun. 

: Balfour. 

. Monson. 

. Kenyon. 

. Stewart of Garlies. (E£. Galloway.) 
. Ribblesdale. 

. Harris. 

. Colchester. 

. Ranfurly. (£. Ranfurly.) 
. Rosebery. (FE. Rosebery.) 
. Kilmarnock. (£. Errol.) 
. Poltimore. 

. Denman. 

. Oranmore and Browne. 
. Kintore. (£. Kintore.) 
. Elgin. (2. Elgin and Kincardine.) 
. Belper. 

. Brougham and Vaux. 

. Kinnaird. 

. Lawrence. 

. Castletown. 

. Wolverton. 

. Sandhurst. 

. Ampthill. 

. Reay. 

. Tweedmouth. 

. Monk Bretton. 

. Herries. 

. Monkswell. 

. Ashbourne. 

. Montagu of Beaulieu. 

. Macnaghten. 

. Newton. 
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L. Stanmore. 
L. Burghclere. 

L. James. 

L. Heneage. 


| 
. Undlow 


lae AVE pity. 

L. Alverstone. 

L. Shuttleworth. 
L. Waleran. 

L. Knaresborough. 
L. Desborough. 

i L. Weardale. 

i L. Haversham. 


Read, and ordered to lie on the Table. .. i 3 i .. 599 


Companies (Debentures and Debenture Stock) Bill [x.L.]—{Seconp Reap- 
| 1NG].—Order of the day for the Second Reading read. 


Lord Avebury es oy i ve én + ya .. 600 
Moved, That the Bill be now read 2*.—(Lord Avebury.) 
The Earl of Granard ws ‘8 si a sic ies .. 601 
Lord Avebury ss ti .. 602 
The Lord President of the Coune al (The Earl of Cre rewe) .. is .. 602 


On Question, Bill read 2* (according to order), and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House. 


Australian States Constitution Bill [1.1 a 3* heen to order), 
and passed, and sent to the Commons .. ie - .. 602 


House adjourned at twenty minutes before Five o’clock, till 
To-morrow, half-past Ten o’clock, 





HOUSE OF COMMONS: TUESDAY, 5rx MARCH, 1907. 


The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PrivaTE BILLs (STANDING ORDER 62 CompLiED wiTH).—Mr. SPEAKER laid upon 
the Table Report from one of the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, 
That, in the case of the following Bill, referred on the First Reading thereof, 
Standing Order 62 has been complied with, viz. :—London Port and Docks 
Bill. 


Ordered. that the Bill be read a second time a ses Me .. 603 
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Private Britt Petitions (STANDING ORDERS NOT CoMPLIED wITH).—Mr. 
SPEAKER laid upon the Table Report from one of the Examiners of Petitions 
for Private Bills, That, in the case of the Petition for the following Bill, the 
Standing Orders have not been complied with, viz. :—London County 
Council (Tramways and Improvements). 


Ordered, That the Report be referred to the Select Committee on 
Standing Orders r re - , ads - wa ; 


Gas Companies (Removal of Sulphur Restrictions) Bill; Mitcham and 
Wimbledon District Gas Bill; Swansea Harbour Bill (by Order) ; Neath, 
Pontardawe, and Brynaman Railway Bill (by Order).—Read a second time, 
and committed 





Sranptnea Orpers.—Ordered, That Mr. Crombie be discharged from the Select 
Committee on Standing Orders and that Mr. Eugene Wason be added.— 


(Mr. Ellis.) 
SranpinG OrpERS.—Resolutions reported from the Select Committee : 


* That, in the case of the Alexandra (Newport and South Wales) Docks 
and Railway (General Powers), Petition for Bill, the Standing Orders ought 
to be dispensed with :—That the parties be permitted to proceed with their 
Bill, on the Condition that Clause 18 is modified, so as to apply only to the 
intended railways and to those companies concerned whose shareholders 
approve thereof : —That the Committee on the Bill do report how far such 
Order has been complied with.” 


“ That in the case of the Boston Spa Gas, Petition for Bill, the Standing 
Orders ought to be dispensed with :—That the parties ought be permitted to 
proceed with their Bill.” 


“That, in the case of the Burnley Corporation, Petition for leave to 
deposit a Petition for the Bill, the Standing Orders ought to be dispensed 
with :—That the parties be permitted to deposit their Petition for a Bill.” 


“ That in the case of the Great Northern and City Railway Bill, Petition 
for dispensing with Standing Order 128 in the case of the Petition of ‘ Milner’s 
Safe Company,’ against the Bill, the said Standing Order ought to be dis- 
pensed with.” 


“That, in the case of the London County Council (General Powers) 
Bill, Petition for dispensing with Standing Order 128 in the case of the 
Petition of ‘Walter Clarkson,’ against the Bill, the said Standing Order 
ought to be dispensed with.” . 


“That, in the case of the Alexandra (Newport and South Wales) Docks 
and Railway (General Powers) Bill, Petition for dispensing with Standing 
Order 128 in the case of the Petition of ‘ National Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland,’ against the Bill, the said Standing 
Order ought to be dispensed with.” 


“That, in the case of the Barry Railway Bill, Petition for dispensing 
with Standing Order 128 in the case of the Petition of ‘ National Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union of Great Britain and Treland,’ against the Bill, the said 
Standing Order ought to be dispensed with.” 
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“ That, in the case of the Cardiff Railway Bill, Petition for dispensing 
with Standing Order 128 in the case of the Petition of ‘ National Sailors’ 
and Firemen’s Union of Great Britain and Ireland,’ against the Bill, the said 
Standing Order ought to be dispensed with.” 


‘That, in the case of the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board Bill, 
Petition for dispensing with Standing Order 128 in the case of the Petition 
of ‘ National Sailors’ and Firenen’s Union of Great Britain and Ireland,’ 
against the Bill, the said Standing Order ought to be dispensed with.” 


“ That, in the case of the Port Talbot Railway and Docks Bill, Petition 
for dispensing with Standing Order 128 in the case of the Petition of ‘ Nation- 
al Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union of Great Britain and Ireland,’ against the 
Bill, the said Standing Order ought to be dispensed with.” 


“ That in the case of the Taff Vale Railway Bill, Petition for dispensing 
with Standing Order 128 in the case of the Petition of ‘ National Sailors’ 
and Firemen’s Union of Great Britain and Ireland,’ against the Bill, the said 


Standing Order ought to be dispensed with.” 7. 


** That in the case of the Bristol Corporation Bill, Petition for dispensing 
with Standing Order 128 in the case of the Petition of ‘ National Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union of Great Britain and Ireland,’ against the Bill the said 
Standing Order ought to be dispensed with.” 


Resolutions agreed to... re ca ar ee aa ar ee 

SELECTION (Private LEeGIsLaTion ProcepuRE (ScoTLAND) Act, 1899) (Com- 
MISSIONERS).—Sir WILLIAM Brampron Gurpon reported from the Com- 
mittee of Selection ; That, in pursuance of the provisions of the Private 
Legislation Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, they had selected the following 
Fifteen Members to form the Parliamentary Panel of Members of this 
House to act as Commissioners : Mr. M‘Crae, Sir John Tuke, Mr. Levy, Mr. 
Weir, Mr. Findlay, Mr. Lamont, Mr. Ainsworth, Mr. John Dewar, Mr. John 
Deans Hope, Mr. Wilkie, Mr. Bell, Major Anstruther-Gray, Mr. Ernest 
Gardner, Viscount Dalrymple, and Mr. M‘Callum. 


Report to lie upon the Table va oa oe et és ee 
PETITIONS. 


Coat Mines (Eicur Hours) Bitt.—Petitions in favour; from Bullgill ; 
Broughton Moor; Buck ill; Camerton; Clowne; Gillhead; Seymour ; 
and, Stanley Common Collieries ; to lie upon the Table 


Sae or InroxicaTine Liquors on SuNDAY.—TWwo Petitons from Northam pton, 
for prohibition ; to lie upon the Table .. 7 sa 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


Supreme Court or Jupicature (TRIAL OF Evection Petitions, 1906-7).— 
Return [presented 4th March] to be printed. [No. 65] 


Civin Services AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS, 1907-8 (VoTE oN AccouUNT).— 
Estimate presented,—showing the several Services for which a Vote on 
Account is required for the year ending 3Ist March, 1908 [by Command] ; 
Referred to the Committee of Supply, and to be printed. [No. 64] 
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Navy (DockyarpD ExpENsE Accounts, 1905-6).—Annual Accounts presented,— 
for 1905-6 of Shipbuilding and Dockyard Transactions, etc., with Report of 
the Comptroller and Auditor-General thereon [by Act]; to lie upon the 
Table, and to be printed. [No. 66] .. — oe “ vs 


Navy (Vicrvattinc Yarp Manvuracturtne Accounts, 1905-6).—Annual 
Accounts presented,—of the Cost of Manufacturing Provisions, Victualling 
Stores, etc., at the Home Victualling Yards and Malta Yard for 1905-6, 
with the Report of the Comptroller and Auditor-General thereon [by Act] ; 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. [No, 67] .. 


CuurcH Estates Commisston.—Copy presented, of Fifty-sixth Report from 
the Church Estates Commissioners for the year preceding Ist March, 1907 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table 


HKaTHMINES AND Ratucar Urpan District Councit.—Return presented, 
relative thereto [ordered Ist March; Mr. John O’Connor]; to lie upon 
the Table 


Navat Works.—Copy presented, of Memorandum showing Progress and 
Expenditure, ete., on Items included in the Naval Works Act [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table 


Navat Works.—Copy presented, of Statement showing the total estimated Cost 
of‘each Work as shown in The Naval Works Act, 1905, and as subsequently 
revised, the estimated Expenditure thereon during 1907-8 and 1908-9, 
and the expected date of Completion [by Command]; to lie upon the Table 


Nationa, Gattery (Reporr).—Copy ordered, “ of Report of the Trustees of 
the National Gallery for the year 1906, with Appendices.” —(Mr. Runciman) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


DELAY IN ERECTION OF LABouRERS’ CoTTAGES AT BALLYMONEY.—Question, 
Mr. Moore (Armagh, N.); Answer, Mr. Birrell 


ReEsTORATION OF EvicreD TENANTS IN SoutH WExFoRD.—Question, Mr. 
Ffrench (Wexford, 8.); Answer, Mr. Birrell sig ~ ia 


DELAY IN SALE OF Mayor Hatu’s Estate NEAR ATHENRY.—Question, Mr. 
Duffy (Galway, 8.); Answer, Mr. Birrell ats 


APPLICATION UNDER THE LABOURERS’ Act IN County ANTRIM.—Question, Mr. C. 


Craig (Antrim, 8.); Answer, Mr. Birrell 


INCREASE OF RATES IN THE AGHALEE RvurRAL District.—Question, Mr. C. 
Craig; Answer, Mr. Birrell : 


Tue New Irish JUDGESHIP AND RATEPAYERS IN County ANTRIM.—Question, 
Mr. C. Craig; Answer, Mr. Birrell 


EXCHEQUER GRANTS TO County Down 1x Respect oF LABOURERS COTTAGES. 
—Question, Captain Craig (Down, E.); Answer, Mr. Birrell 


PETITION OF PorTSMOUTH PosTMEN ve Dintne CLuB.—Question, Mr. Bramsdon 
(Portsmouth); Answer, Mr. 8. Buxton 
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Prices or ENnGLIisH BaRLEY.—Question, Mr. Kilbride (Kildare, 8.) ; Answer, 
Sir E. Stracey 


THE CoLONIAL CONFERENCE AND TREATMENT OF BritisH INDIANS IN THE 
CoLoniEs.—Question, Sir W. Bull (Hammersmith) ; Answer, Mr. Morley 


NortH Sea FisHertes INVESTIGA'TION.—Question, Mr. Weir (Ross and Cro- 
marty); Answer, Sir E. Grey a 

ADMINISTRATION OF LAW AND JUSTICE IN SCOTLAND—SALARIES, EXPENSES, AND 
PENsIONS.—Question, Mr. Ginnell (Westmeath, N.) ; Answer, Mr. Sinclair 


PENSIONS OF GOVERNMENT SERVANTS—CASE OF WILLIAM Kinc.—Question, Mr. ] 
Crooks (Woolwich) ; Answer, Mr. Haldane. Ss oe sie 35 


Premium Bonus SysteM 1N MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT, Wootwicu Dock- 
YARD.—Question, Mr. Crooks; Answer, Mr. Haldane .. ack ae 


EMPLOYMENT OF CasuAL Sorters IN Eastern District Post Orricr.— 
Question, Mr. Steadman (Finsbury, Central); Answer, Mr. Sydney Buxton 


ProposeD Work IN THE Upper MersEY.—Question, Sir J. Brunner (Cheshire, 
Northwich) ; Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George a af Sr 


Locat Printine of Factory Forms.—Question, Mr. Hills (Durham) ; Answer, 
Mr. Gladstone es ws ee - ine ss tt ay. e 


Drawinc or Privitece Pay at Home Treasury BY INDIAN OFFICIALS ON 
ComBINED LEAVE.—Question, Sir 8. King (Hull, Central); Answer, Mr. 
Morley i a he =P ist ie ud ath me és 


ADMINISTRATION OF LAW AND Justice IN IRELAND—SALARIES, EXPENSES, 
AND PENsIons.—Question, Mr. Ginnell; Answer, Mr. Birrell - a 


IrtsH Rurat Councits BENEFITING UNDER SECTION 18 oF THE LABOURERS’ 
Act, 1906.—Question, Mr. Ginnell; Answer, Mr. Birrell .. wh =i 


OUTSTANDING APPEALS IN THE LAND CoMMISSIONERS CouRT.—Question, Mr. 
Lonsdale (Armagh, Mid.) ; Answer, Mr. Birrell a4 ee wis am 


Marine Works IN IRELAND.—Question, Mr. Mooney (Newry); Answer, Mr. 
Birrell és sii ie es ite is ak vs he 


Irn1sHh Evicrep TENANTts—CASE OF Fanny Brapy, OF GILMORE.—Question, 
Mr. 8. Young (Cavan, E.); Answer. Mr. Birrell 


Surptus oN ARMY CLOTHING ATTRIBUTABLE TO REDUCTION OF STRENGTH OF 
THE ARMY.—Question, Mr. Courthope (Sussex, Rye) ; Answer, Mr. Buchanan 


Loans to VOLUNTEER Corps FoR DRILL HALis AND RiFLE RANGEs.—Question, 
Mr. Courthope; Answer, Mr. Buchanan 

& 

METHOD OF SLAUGHTERING CATTLE FOR BritisH Troops 1N Ecypr.—Question, 
Mr. Fetherstonhaugh (Fermanagh, N.); Answer, Mr. Haldane 


Army Orricers ENGAGED IN Extra REGIMENTAL EmMPLOYMENT.—Question, 
Sir D. B. Jones (Swansea District) ; Answer, Mr. Haldane .. a ‘ 
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APPOINTMENTS IN SOUTH WALES—ALLEGED PREFERENCE TO MEN FROM NoRTH 
Wa eEs.—Question, Mr. D. A. Thomas re Tydvil) ; Answer, Sir H. 
Campbell-Bannerman ‘s - es - oh ; 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


H.M.S. “ DreapNnovucur.’’—Question, Mr. Bellairs (Lynn Regis) ; Answer, The 
Secretary to the Admiralty (Mr. E. Robertson, Dundee) es ‘ 


“THE TrutH ABpour THE Navy.’—Question, Mr. Bellairs; Answer, Mr. FE. 
Robertson 


SarLors’ Instirutrion.—Question, Mr. L. Jones (Westmoreland, Appleby) ; 
Answer, Mr. E. Robertson att = : 


CUMBERLAND GARRISON ARTILLERY VOLUNTEERS.—Question, Mr. Burnyeat 
(Whitehaven); Answer, The Secretary of State for War (Mr. Haldane, 
Haddington) i - és - ‘ 


Matta.—Question, Mr. Gibbs (Bristol, W.); Answez, Mr. Haldane 


Fietp ARTILLERY GuNs.—Que stioa, Mr. A. Les (Hiumpshire, Fareham) ; Answer, 
Mr. Haldane a SS os 


Tue CatcuTra MaprasHa.—Question, Dr. Hazel (West Bromwich) ; The Under- 
Secretary of State for India (Mr. C. Hobhouse, Bristol, E.) 


British TARIFF PREFERENCE IN SoutTH AFRICA.—Question, Mr. P. Pease 
(Darlington); Answer, The Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
(Mr. Churchill, Manchester, N.W.) 


CHINESE MINERS IN THE FEDERATED MALAY STATES.—Question, Mr. A. Allen 
(Christchurch) ; Answer, Mr. Churchill 


Laspour REcRUITING IN PortuGuESE East AFricA.—Question, Mr. Mitchell- 
Thomson (Lanarkshire, N.W.); Answer, Mr. Churchill 


JAMAICA—SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT GRANT.—Question, Mr. Mitchell-Thomson ; 
Answer, Mr. Churchill : 


THe Bacpap RatLway.—Question, Mr. Ashley (Lancashire, Blackpeo)) ; 
Answer, The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs (Sir E. Grey, Northum- 
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SELECTION (STANDING CoMMITreEs).—Sir WILLIAM BRAMPTON GuRDON reported 
from the Committee of Selection: That they had discharged the following 
Members from the Standing Committee on Law, and Courts of Justice, and 
Lezal Procedure: Mr. Maddison, and Mr. Cathcart Wason (added in respect 
of the Marriage with a Deceased Wiie’s Sister Bill) ; and had appointed in 
substitution: Mr. W. E. Harvey and Mr. Stephen Collins (in respect of the 
Marriage with a Deceased Wife’s Sister Bill). 


Sir Wrtt1aAM Brampton Gurpon further reported from the Committee, 
That they had added to the Standing Committee on Law, and Courts of 
Justice, and Legal Procedure, the following fifteen Members in respect of the 
{ducation (Provision of Meals) (Scotland) Bill: Mr. Lough, Mr. Ramsay 
Macdonald, Mr. Wilkie, Mr. Arthur Henderson, Mr. Barnes, Mr. M‘Crae, Mr. 
Hatiey Stewart, Sir Henry Craik, Mr. Munro Ferguson, Mr. Sinclair, Mr. 
Harold Cox, Mr. Tyson Wilson, Sir William Collins, Mr. James Mason, and 
Mr. Bridgeman. 


Reports to lie upon the Table os “a ee we - 


NEW BILLS. 


Hours of Labour (Bakehouses) Bill.—-** To restrict the Hours of Labour in 
Bakehouses to forty-eight hours per week,” presented by Mr. Wilkie ; 
sup Gosia by Mr. Steadman, rh Gill, Mr. Bowerman, Mr. Bell, Mr. Barnes, 
Mr. James Haslam, Mr. Shackleton, and Mr. Thorne; to be read a second 
time upon Wednesday, 17th April, and to be printed. [Bill 93] 


Prevention of Cruelty to Children Bill.—‘ To amend the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children Act, 1904,” presented by Mr. Bramsdon ; supported by 
Mr. Cave, Mr. fsaacs, Mr. Luke White, Sir Henry Craik, Mr. Godfrey Baring, 
Mr. T. P. O'Connor, Mr. Arthur Henderson, Mr. Courthope, Mr. Maclean, 
aud Mr. Barrie; to be read a second time upon Tuesday next, and to be 
printed. [Bill 94] - es ve 


Fzus and Building Leases (Scotland) Bill. —* ‘To amend the Law relating to 
Feus and Leases for Building in Se sotland, ” presented by Mr. Findlay ; 
supported by Sir Andrew ‘Torrance, Mr. Beale, Mr. Hodge, Mr. John Deans 
Hope, Mr. Laidlaw, Mr. Murray Macdonald, Mr. Menzies, and Mr, Eugene 
Wason ; to be read a second time upon Friday, 12th April, and to be printed. 


| Bill 95] 


Jidicature (Ireland) Bill. —* To provide for the abolition of two Judgeships 
of the High Court in Ireland, and to reduce the Salary of the Lord Chancellor 
of Ireland, and for other purposes connected therewith,” presented by Mr. 
Birrell ; to be read a second time upon Monday next, and to be printed. 
| Bill 96} ia ts ae a ee 

Pipnic Accounts Comurrrer.—Ordered, That Mr. Holden be discharged from 
the Public Accounts Committee. 


Ordered, That Sir Robert Hobart be added.—(Mr. Whiteley) 
Houses or Commons (KircHen anp RevresHmMenr Rooms).--Ordered, That 
Sir Robert Hobart be discharged from the Kitchen and Refreshmeat 


Committee. 


Ordere] “ That Mr. Osmond Williams be added.”--(Mr. Whiteley) 
VOL, CLXX. [Fourtit SERtEs.] v 
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Suppty (Navy Estrmatres).—Order for Committee read. 


The Secretary to the Admiralty (Mr. Edmund Robertson, Dundee) 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “* That Mr. Speaker do now leave the 


Chair.” 


Mr. Arthur Lee (Hants, Fareham) .. 


The Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury (Sir I. Campbe U- 


Bannerman, Stirling Burghs) 
Mr. A.J. Balfour (City of London) 
Sir Charles Dilke (Gloucestershire, Forest of Dean) 
Mr. Murray Macdonald (Falkirk saga ‘ 
Mr. Brace (Glamorganshire, S.) si _ 
Mr. Bellairs (Lynn Regis) .. i - ‘<i 
Mr. Cowan (Guildford, Surrey) = ae 


Amendment proposed— 


* To leave out from the word ‘ That,’ to the end of the Question. 
in order to add the words ‘ this House affirms its adherence to the two- 
Power standard of naval strength, as defined by successive Cabinets, to 
mean that the annual shipbuilding programme should be framed so as to 
give the British Navy a margin of superiority over the two strongest naval 
Powers in the number of efficient armoured ships intended to be used 


as battleships, together with such a superiority in the number of efficient 


cruisers as will enable them adequately to perform their work as scouts, 
look-out vessels, and commerce defenders in a war with the two strongest 


naval Powers.’ ”—(Mr. Bellairs.) 


Question proposed, “ That the words proposed to be 


of the Question.” 

Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman , 

Mr. Austen Chamberlain (WV ‘orcestershire, “E.) 

Captain Hervey (Bury St. Edmunds) .. 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Main Question again proposed. 


Mr. Samuel Roberts (Sheffield, Ecclesall) . 
Mr. Courthope, (Susser Rye) be ie aes 


Question, “ That Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair,” 


SupPPLyY. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


[Mr. Emmorr (Oldham), in the Chair. ] 





left out stand part 


put, and agreed to. 
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Navy Estimates, 1907-8. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That 128,000 officers, seamen, and 
boys be employe ed for the Sea and Coast Guard Services for the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1908, including 18,595 Royal Marines.” 

Mr. Courthope - ee we ws a ve ue ow 116 


And, it being a quarter past Eight of the Clock, further proceeding was post- 
poned without Question put, pursuant to Standing Order No. 4 


Armagh Urban District Council Bill (By Orper).—Order for Second Reading 
read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, ‘‘ That the Bill be now read a second 


time.” 
My. Lonsdale (Armagh, Mido 717 
VU Area! kata 5 Corbett (Down, N.) 722 

Amendment proposed— 

‘To leave out the word ‘ now,’ and at the end of the Question to 

add the words ‘ upon this day six months.’ ”°—(.Mr. Lonsdale.) 

Question proposed, “ That the word ‘ now’ stand part of the Question.” 
Mr. Moore (Armagh, N.) .. «. 23 
The Attorney-General for Freland ( Mr. ( erry, Liverpool Bchange) -. 126 
Mr. James Campbell (Dublin University) . eA ‘ “. to 
Mr. Mooney (Newry) oe ea s* = ee ee .. Tl 
Captain Craig (Down, BE.) .. ae - a we is ws! bow 

Question put. 

The House divided :—Ayes, 243; Noes, 67. (Division List No. 35.) 

Main Question put. 

The House divided :—Ayes, 238; Noes, 73. (Division List No. 36.) 

Bill read a second time and committed. 

SUNDAY CLOSING. 

Mr. Nicholls (Northamptonshire, N.) - T41 
Mr. Thomas Richards (Monmouthshire, W.) 745 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That, with a view to limit the 
excessive hours of work on licensed premises, to diminish drinking, to 
prevent unfair competition with other traders, and to secure a better 
observance of Sunday, this House records its opinion that licensed 
premises in England, as in other parts of the British Empire, should be 
closed on Sundays.”-—(Mr. Nicholls.) 


e2 
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Mr. Akers Douglas (Kent, St. Augustine’s) ; xe ss 
The Under-Secretary of State jor the Home Department (Mr. Herbert 
Samuel, Yorkshire, Cleveland). Ss 6 ‘i a ir OOO 
Mr. Bottomley (Hackney, 8.) vd is “i is be .. 759 


And, it being Eleven of the Clock, the debate stood adjourned. 
Debate to be resumed To-morrow. 


Education Acts Amendment Bill—Order reaa, for resuming Adjourned De- 
bate on Question [Ist March], ‘* That the Bill be committed to the Standing 
Committee on Law, etc.” :— 


Question again proposed. 
Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


Motion made, and Question, ‘‘ That the Bill be committed to the Standing 
Committee on Trade, ete.”°-—(Mr. Walter Rea)—put, and agreed to. 


Supv.y (Navy Estimates). 


Post poned Proceeding on Question, * That 128,000 officers, seamen, and boys 
be employed for the Sea and Coast Guard Services for the year ending 
on the 31st day of March, 1908, including 18,595 Royal Marines,” 
resumed : 


Question again proposed. 


And it being after Eleven of the Clock, and objection being taken to further 
proceeding, the CHATRMAN left the Chair to make his Report to the 
House. 


Committee report Progress ; to sit again to-morrow .. oe _ i, 


Adjourned at four minutes after Eleven o'clock. 
J 


HOUSE OF LORDS: WEDNESDAY, 6raH MARCH, 1907. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Barnsley, Wombwell, and Wath Tramways Bill [1.1.]; Alexandra (New- 
port and South Wales) Docks and Railway (General Powers) Bill ; London 
County Council (Tramways and Improvements) Bill; Boston Spa Gas 
Bill; South-Eastern and London, Chatham, and Dover Railways Bill ; 
Simon-Carves Bye-Product Coke Oven Construction and Working Com- 
pany, Limited—(Petition for Bill). Examiner’s Certificates of non-com- 
pliance with the Standing Orders referred to the Standing Orders Com- 
mittee on Tuesday next 


=~ 


Galwey’s Divorce Bill [x.1.]—Amendment reported (according to order), 
and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow... = se ee = .. 757 
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Fitz Gerald’s Divorce Bill [1.t.].—Amendments reported (according to 
order), and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow... Ss ae ig a 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


t=) 


Navat Works.—Statement showing the total estimated cost of each work as 
shown in the Naval Works Act, 1905, and as subsequently revised, the 
estimated expenditure thereon during 1907-1908, and 1908-1909, and the 


expected date of completion. 





Memorandum showing progress and expenditure, etc., on items in- 


cluded in the Naval Works Act 


Boarp oF Epucation.—Report made in pursuance of 16th and 17th Vict., 
chap. 137, s. 60, in the matter of the charity known as the Hulme Trust 


Ystates. 
Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table 


COMMITTEE OF SELECTION FoR THE STANDING Commrrrer.—Report from, That 
the Committee have nominated the following Lords to serve as Chairmen 
of the Standing Committee : 


E. Crewe (L. President). 
E. Onslow. 

E. Camperdown. 

V. Cross. 

V. St. Aldwyn. 

L. Balfour. 

L. Burghclere. 


Read, and ordered to lie on the Table 


SranpinG CommitreE.—Report from the Committee of Chairmen of the Stand- 
ing Committee, That they have appointed the Viscount Cross Chairman 
of the Standing Committee ; read and ordered to lie on the Table 


SmaLu Ho.prnas. 


The Earl of Onslow : sts 
The Lord President of the Cc puncil (The Earl of Crewe) 
The Marquess of Lansdowne ‘ ; 


House adjourned at twenty minutes before Five o'clock, till To- 
morrow, Half-past Ten o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: WEDNESDAY, 6rH MARCH, 1907. 
The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 
PETITIONS. 


Coat Mines (E1aar Hours) But.—Petitions in favour—from Grange, Harring- 
ton, Kilburn, and Mitchell’s Main Collieries ; to lie upon the Table 
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Epvucation (Provision or Meats) (ScortanpD) Briu.—Petition from Old Monk- 
land, against ; to lie upon the Table = ue a i 


MARRIAGE WITH A DECEASED WirFr’s SISTER BiLtL.—Petition from Ilfracombe, 
against ; to lie upon the Table Re “4 é nk 


SaLE or Intoxicatinc Liquors on SunpDAY.—Petition from Ringstead, for 
. . . 5 
prohibition ; to lie upon the Table .. _ wie “ 


Women’s ENFRANCHISEMENT Bitt.—Petitions in favour from Brentwood, 
Bromley, Ladybank and Tynemouth ; to lie upon the Table - 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


Boarp or Epucation.—Copy presented, of Report of the Board of Education 
in the matter of the Charity known as the Hulme Trust Estates (Educa- 
tional) [by Command]; to lie upon the Table 


NationaL GALLERY (Report).—Return presented, relative thereto [ordered 
5th March; Mr. Runciman]; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 68]... : as ; ve “% ‘ 


Sranpinc Commirrees.—Ordered, That all Standing Committees have leave to 
print and circulate with the Votes the Minutes of their Proceedings and 
any amended Clauses of Bills committed to them.—(Mr. Stuart Wort’ey) 


Post Orrice (Liverpoot anp Hone Kone Matt Contrractr).—Copy ordered, 
of the Contract, dated the 2nd day of February, 1907, with the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company for the conveyance of the Mails, Troops, and 
Stores between Liverpool and Hong Kong, for the period from the 7th day 
of April, 1906, to the 6th day of April, 1908, together with a Copy of the 
Treasury Minute thereon, dated the 27th day of February, 1907.”—( Mr, 
Runciman.) 


Copy presented accordingly ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 

[No. 69] 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 
Naval Works Acts, 1895-1905.—Question, Mr. Russell Rea (Gloucester) ; 


Answer, Mr. Edmund Robertson 


Grants IN Arp or Seconpary Scroors.—Question, Mr. Goddard (Ipswich) ; 
Answer, Mr. McKenna : = 


Weis Kovceatton Deparruenr Mr. Davies’ KNowLepce or tHe Wetsuit 
LANGUAGE, -Question, Mr. D. A. Thomas (Merthyr Tydvil) ; Answer, Mr. 
McKenna . 


Tue Lerrerkeysy ANp Burroxrorr Ramway.—Question, Mr. C. MeVeigh 
(Donegal, E.); Answer, Mr. Kearley 


IxcrrasE IN Exports oF British MaNuFAacTURES.—Question, Mr. Hs Cox 
(Preston); Answer, Mr. Kearley ve me ik <a ae ‘a 


~~ STATES AND Free Zones.—Question, Mr. H. Cox; Answer, Mr. 
earley - ne ag e " «h aa ae : 
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THE NortH WESTERN RAILWAY AND THE LONDON MunicrpaL Socrery.— 
Question, Mr. Trevelyan (Yorkshire, W.R., Elland) ; Answer, Mr. Kearley 


Lapourers Act 1906—UseE or Form 6.—Question, Mr. Ginnell (Westmeath, 
N.); Answer, Mr. Cherry Ri “ ~ ea 


Irish Stone FoR HavLBowLineE Extensions.—Question, Captain Donelan 
(Cork, E.); Answer, Mr. Lambert se 


LICENCE OF GEORGE INN, HUBBERHOLME, AND THE Livina or HuBBERHOLME. 
—Question, Mr. G. Lough (Yorkshire, W.R., Skipton); Answer, Mr. 
Stuart Wortley - ye " “x 3 eh ua vs 


MarIneE BroLocicat ASSOCIATION—APPLICATION FOR TREASURY GRANT.—Ques- 
tion, Mr. H. H. Marks (Kent, Thanet); Answer, Mr. Asquith 


Low VALveE oF IrtsH Lanp Stock.—Questions, Mr. Mond (Chester) ; Answer, 
Mr. Asquith and Mr. Runciman 


Fatt In TRADE WITH PERSIA BY THE QuetTTaA-NuSHKI Roure.—Question, Mr. 
Rees (Montgomery Boroughs); Answer, Mr. Morley ; = 


REPRESENTATION OF THE PLANTING INDUSTRY ON THE LEGISLATIVE CoUNCIL.— 
Question, Mr. Rees; Answer, Mr. Morley 


CHINESE GOVERNMENT AND THE IMPORTATION AND TAXATION OF INDIAN Opium. 
—Question, Mr. Sloan (Belfast, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. Morley .. 


Savina ErreEcTED ON Exprry oF NEW SysTEM OF SERVICE AND PROFICIENCY 
Pay.—Question, Mr. P. Pease (Darlington); Answer, Mr. Haldane 


ConbDITION OF JornERS’ Work IN Wootwicu ARSENAL.—Question, Mr. W. T. 
Wilson (Lancashire, Westhoughton) ; Answer, Mr. Haldane 


Furure EmpLtoyMent oF IrisH' Minit1a.—Question, Mr. C. Craig (Down, FE.) 
Answer, Mr. Haldane 


VoLUNTEER REGULATIONS.—Question, Sir H. Vincent (Sheffield, Central) ; 
Answer, Mr. Haldane... os oa 

Evictions ON THE CLANRICARDE Estares.—Question, Mr. Fetherstonhaugh 
(Fermanagh, N.); Answer, Mr. Birrell .. 

Topacco Grow1ne IN IRELAND.—Question, Mr. Murphy (Kerry, E.); Answer, 
Mr. Birrell .. oe ane sia a ee 

Jamaica Earraquake—Scnoot AccomMopation.—Question, Mr. Yoxall 
(Nottingham, W.); Answer, Mr. Churchill 


VaLuarion AND Taxation or Lanp iN Canapa.-—Question, Mr. Trevelyan ; 
Answer, Mr. Churchill 


Assistant CLERKS IN THE Customs SratisticaAL DEPARTMENT.—Question, Mr. 
O’ Dowd (Sligo, 8.); Answer, Mr. Runciman i 


Promotion 1x THE Irish Boarp or Works, Dupiix.—Question, Mr. Delany a 


(Queen’s County, Ossory); Answer, Mr. Runciman . 
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Purchase of Land (England and Wales) Bill. 


Mr. Jesse Collings (Birmingham, Bordesley) .. i “A -. 822 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That leave be given to bring in a 
Bill to provide facilities for the sale of land to oceupying tenants ; and 
to extend the system of peasant proprietary in England and Wales.” 
(Mr. Jesse Collings.) 


Mr. J. Ramsay Macdonald (Leicester) a Be ae Le R24 
Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill ordered to be brought in by Mr. Jesse Collings, Sir John Kennaway, 
Mr. Herbert Roberts, Colonel Kenyon-Slaney, Colonel Lockwood, 
Sir Frederick Carne Rasch, Mr. Courthope, Sir Berkeley Sheffield, 
and Mr. Ernest Gardiner. 


Purchase of Land (England and Wales) Bill.—‘ To provide facilities 
for the sale of land to occupying tenants; and to extend the system of 
peasant proprietary in England and Wales,” presented accordingly and 
read the first time; to be read a second time upon Wednesday next, and 
to be printed. [Bill 99] .. Se = oe ae ~ a ». 029 
SUPPLY. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair. ] 


ArMy (SUPPLEMENTARY) Estimate, 1906-7.—Motion made, and Question 
proposed, “ That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £1090, be 
granted to His Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst day of March, 
1907, for Additional Expenditure in respect of the following Army 
Services, viz. :— 


Vote 5. Volunteer Corps, Pay, Allowance, &e.— - - - - 439,000 
Vote 12. Miscellaneous Effective Services - - - - 20,000 


459,000 


Less Surpluses on other Votes - - : - - - 458,909 
109° 
The Secretary of State for War (Mr, Haldane, Haddington) .. .- 826 
Mr. Austen Chamberlain (Worcestershire, EB.) .. ng he ee 244 
Sir Howard Vincent (Sheffield, Central)... ae om iin .. 833 
Mr. Ashley (Lancashire, Blackpool!) ae A ee ve ~« 833 
Sir F. Banbury (City of London) a fe as te .. 8354 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That a sum, not exceeding £5), be 
granted for the said Service.”—(Sir F. Banbury.) 





SU 
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Mr. Morton (Sutherland)... a3 i. - s - .. 836 
Mr. Haldane .. 4 ees .. 837 
eine Lord Willoughby de Eresby (Lincolnshire, " Horncastle) i i .. 838 
ro Mr. George Faber (York) .. ve os és er .. 839 
Mr. Victor Cavendish (Derbyshire, W. Veer ss mS ae .. 840 
The Financial Secretary to the War Office (Mr. Buchanan, Perthshire, E.) 842 
Mr. Rawlinson (Cambridge University) .. bs m a .. 845 
Mr. Abel Smith (Hertfordshire, Hertford) .. si ar a .. 844 
Mr. Austen Chamberlain .. ‘a an $i “a i .. 845 
84 Myr. Cochrane (Ayrshire, N.) os - wie ee - .. 848 
a Mr. Harold Cox (Preston) .. ee ‘6 ee = ~) .. 849 
Mr. Haldane .. om ne is i aa ia 7 .. 849 
Sir J. Randles (Cumberland, Cockermouth) 7 Sa oF .. 890 
Question put. 
The Committee divided :—Ayes, 88; Noes, 299. (Division List No. 37.) 
Original Question again proposed. 
Mr. Austen Chamberlain .. ¥6 - $e sa os «. 833 
Mr. Haldane .. ye ~ Ks a de “A <i .. 8d4 
82) Lord R. Cecil (Marylebone, E.) sis ie Ses és bd .. 859d 
Viscount He Imsley “ Yorkshire, N.R., Thirsk) i be a te 808 
Mr. Haldane .. . aa gis wi a sis <a) Se 
Original Question put, and agreed to. 
Resolution to be reported To-morrow ; Committee to sit again To-morrow. 
SuppLy Reporr [26TH Fesruary]. 
Resolutions reported. 
CiviL Services (SUPPLEMENTARY) Estimates, 1906-7. 
Ciass V. 
1. “ That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £32,470, be granted to His 
Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending on the 3lst day of March, 1907, for sundry 
Colonial Services, including certain Grants-in-Aid. 
Ciass VII. 
. “That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £10,000, be granted to His 
on Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in course. of payment 
ond during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1907, for the Salaries 
33 and other expenses of Temporary Commissions, Committees, and 
ne Special Inquiries.” 
‘eDeD 
BE: 


Suppiy [267TH Fepruary] Report. 


First Resolution read a second time. 
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Mr. Ashley .. - ‘“n we ‘+ -- 857 
Mr. Hicks Beach (Gloucestershire, Tewkesbury és - . 
Mr. Morton .. ate ha ies <6 (Sol 
Mr, Bowles (Lambeth, N or wood) an ‘ ie is get Oe 
The Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. Churchill, Man- 
chester, N.W.) .. oN - - - ia ae .. 864 
Mr. Austen Chamberlain .. ae 6 a = v4 eS, 
Lord R. Cecil . i ne 7 ca. ones 
Mr. Stanley Wilson (Yorks, E. i, Holder ne 03s) 7 sx 5 pe We 
Viscount Helmsley, Yorks, N.R., Thirsk) .. ne se ‘a .. 874 
Mr. Mitchell-Thomson (Lanarkshire, N.W.) mn se wi .. 874 
Mr. Courthope (Sussex, Rye) os ae - es .- 875 
First Resolution agreed to. 
Second Resolution read a second time. 
e 4tge 
Mr. Dillon (Mayo, E.) = ne i eh ve in "OHO 


Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out ‘£10,000, and insert ‘ £9,090/—(Wr. Dillon,)— 
“instead thereof.” 


Question proposed, “ That ‘ £10,090’ stand part of the said Resolution.” 


The Chie} Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Birrell, Bristol, N.) .. oe oa. OS 
Mr. John Redmond (Waterford) .. A e be me joo BBs 


And, it being a quarter-past Hight of the Clock, further proceeding was 
postponed without Question put, pursuant to Standing Order No, 4 


RAILWAY SeRvANtTS (Hours or Lapour). 


Mr. W. FE. Harvey (Derbyshire, NE.) “s “ ix .. 885 
Mr. Bell (Derby) ia 5 es ae ds 889 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That this House disapproves of 
engine drivers, firemen, guards, and other classes of railway employees 
being compelled to be on duty during excessive hours and being 
allowed but short intervals of rest, and urges upon the Government 
the necessity of applying more vigorously The Railway Regulation 
(Hours of Labour) Act, 1893, and, if this is inefficient, to prepare an 
Amendment to the Act.’-—(Mr. William Edwin Harvey.) 


Mr. Stuart Wortley (Sheffield, Hallam) .. - * 2h .. 990 
Sir F. Banbury (City of London) me - es gid -- 906 
Mr. Wardle (Stockport) _ ¥e ae - “s -- 908 
Mr. Hudson (Newcastle-on-Tyne) e vr oa a -. 910 


Amendment proposed— 


“Tn line 4, to leave out from the word ‘Government,’ to the 
end of the Question, and to add the words ‘ the necessity of amending 
The Railway Regulation (Hours of Labour) Act, 1893, providing for a 
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limitation of the hours to be worked on any one day, and for a com- , 
pulsory notification of all exceptions thereto by the companies them- 
selves, thus removing the onus of complaint from the men.’ ”—(Mr. 


Wardle.) 


Question proposed, ‘“‘ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of 
the Question.” 


The President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Lloyd-George, Carnarvon 
Boroughs) ss a wi ws ss i a 
Colonel Lockwood (Essex, Epping) 


Question put. 
The House divided :—Ayes, 205; Noes, 50. (Division List No. 38.) 
Main Question put, and agreed to. 


Resolved, “ That this House disapproves of engine drivers, firemen, guards, 
and other classes of railway employees being compelled to be on duty 
during excessive hours and being allowed but short intervals of rest, 
and urges upon the Government the necessity of applying more 
vigorously The Railway Regulation (Hours of Labour) Act, 1893, and, 
if this is ineflicient, to prepare an Amendment to the Act.” 


Supety [26rH Frsruary] Reporr.—Postponed Proceeding on Amendment 
to Second Resolution reported from the Committee of Supply. 


Crass VII. 

2. “ That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £10,000, be granted to 
His Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in course of pay- 
ment during the year ending on the 3lst day of March, 1907, for the 
Salaries and other Expenses of Temporary Commissions, Committees, 
and Special Inquiries.” 

Which Amendment was— 


To leave out ‘£10,000, and insert ‘ £9,000.’ ” 


Question again proposed, “ That ‘ £10,000’ stand part of the said Resolu- 
tion.” 


And, it being after Eleven of the Clock, and objection being taken to 
further Proceeding, the debate stood adjourned. 


Debate to be resumed upon Monday next .. ish mn or ts 


ADJOURNMENT.—Motion made, and Question proposed, “That the House 
do now adjourn.” —(Mr. Whiteley.) 


Sir A. Acland-Hood (Somersetshire, Wellington) 2 ai re 
The Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury (Mr. George Whiteley, 
Yorkshire, W.R.,{Pudsey) us a By a a ue 


Adjourned at a quarter after Eleven o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS: THURSDAY, 71H MARCH, 1907. 


The Right Hon. Sir RicHarp HeNN Cox.ins, late Master of the Rolls, having 


been appointed a Lord of Appeal in Ordinary under the provisions of the 
Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876, with the dignity of a Baron for life, by 
the s yle and title of Baron Collins of Kensington, in the county of London, 
was (in the usual manner) introduced .. ie 5 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the House, That the Clerk of the Parliaments 


had laid upon the Table the Certificates from the Examiners that the 
Standing Orders applicable to the following Bills have been complied with : 
General Accident Fire and Life Assurance Corporation, Limited ; Renfrew- 
shire Upper District (Eastwood and Mearns) Water Electric Supply Corpora- 
tion ; Royal Bank of Scotland ; Glasgow Corporation ; Aberdeen Corporation ; 
Electric Supply Corporation (No. 2). 


The same were ordered to lie on the Table .. 


Standing Orders Committee—Report from, that the Standing Orders 
not complied with in respect of the Barry Railway Bill ought to be dis 
pensed with, provided that the powers to take the waters of the streams 
known as the Rhydwaedlyd, the Nant-cwm-Nofydd, and the Nant-y- 
Briwnant be struck out of the Bill. 


That the Standing Orders not complied with in respect of the Rawten- 
stall Corporation Bill ec to be dispensed with, provided that the powers 
to construct Tramways Nos. 10, 11, and 11a be struck out of the Bill: And 


That the Standing Orders not complied with in respect of the Cavehill 
and Whitewell Tramways Bill [#.L.] ought to be dispensed with, and the 
Bill be allowed to proceed. 


Read, and agreed to .. s So * 


Euckhaven Dock Bill sua I Presented ; read 1*; and referred to the 


gxaminers . . 


King Edwards Hospital Fund for London Bill [11.v.]. report from His 


Majesty's Attorney-General received, and ordered to lie on the Table 


Barnsley, Wombwel!l,and Wath Tramways Bill |i1.1.]; Alexandra (Newport 


and South Wales) Docks and Railway (General Powers) dill ; London 
County Council (Tramways and Improvements) Bill ; Boston Spa Cas Bill ; 
South-Eastern and London, Chatham and Dover Railways Bill; Simon- 
Carves Bye-Product Coke Oven Construction and Working Company, 
Limited—(Petition for Bill). The Order of yesterday referring the Examin- 
er’s certificates of non-compliance with the Standing Orders to the Standing 
Orders Committee, discharged ; and the said certificates referred to the 
Standing Orders Committee on Thursday next 


Kendal Corporation Bill [1.1.]—Read 2" (according to order), and com- 
mitted ; The Committee to be proposed by the Committee of Selection 
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Sutton — — Bill is si —Read 2° (according to order) and 


committed . 


King Edward's Hospital Fund for London Bill cote Zs. I Read 2' (according 


to order), and committed 


Newquay and Listrict Water Bill [x.L.]. Report from the Select Com- 
mittee, That the Committee had not proceeded with the consideration of the 
Bill, no parties having appeared in opposition thereto ; read, and ordered 
to lie on the Table. The orders made on the 27th of February and Thursday 
last discharged and Bill committed for Tuesday next .. 


Galwey’s Divorce Bill [u.1.]; Fitz Gerald’s Divorce Bill [u.u.]. Read 3* 
(according to order), and passed, and sent tothe Commons .. He ey 


PETITION. 


ALLEYNES GRAMMAR ScHOoL (Urroxerer).—Petition of Thomas Allen, praying 
that leave may be granted to Mr. A. F. Loch, Charity Commissioner, to 
circulate among members of the Legislature, the Press, and teachers’ 
associations, copies of his confidential report on Alleynes Grammar School, 
Uttoxeter, Staffordshire ; read, and ordered to lie on the Table 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


COLONIAL CONFERENCE, 1907.—Correspondence relating to the Colonial Confer- 
ence, 1907 (in continuation of [Cd. 3337], February, 1907) 


AusrraLiaA.—Customs Tariff (British Preference), 1906, Revised Act, with a 
despatch from the Secretary of State thereon. 


Presented (by command), and ordered to lie on the Table 


Stanpina ComMirTEE.—Report from the Committee of Selection for the Stand- 
ing Committee that they have added the Lord Saye and Sele to the Sta nding 
Committee ; read, and ordered to lie on the Table 


NEW BILL. 


Companies Bill [..].—A Bill to amend the Companies Acts, 1862 to 1900. 
Was presented by the Lord Granard (£. Granard) ; read 1*; to be printed ; 
and to be read 2* on Thursday next. (No. 10) .. ea 


Judicature Bill [#.1.].—Debate on the Motion for the Second Reading resumed 
(according to order). 


Lord Ashbourne 
Lord Alverstone 
Lord Ampthill 
Earl Russell 


Lord Coleridge : gi es wa ‘5 si oe 25 
Lord Collins .. od sis bi oe as 
The Lord Chancellor (Lord Loreburn) nd or an di PM: 
The Marquess of Lansdowne 7 me aie ve oe eo 


VOL. CLXX. [FourTH SERIEs.] t 
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On Question, Bill read £*, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 


House. 


THe Pusuic Heaytu Acts. 


The Earl of Onslow Si Ss aM «6 “ ‘is ie oe 

The President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (Earl 
Carrington) eis si Se Ss fs ste és a= 945 

Lord Courtney of Penwith - 5 ae ‘ is cer NE 


House of Lords (Reform) Bill [u.1.} 





Lord Neuton 047 
House adjourned at a quarter past Six o’clock, to Monday next, 
a quarter before Eleven o'clock. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS: THURSDAY, 7raH MARCH, 1907. 
The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 
MeEssaGE FROM THE Lorps.—That they have passed a Bill, intituled, “ An 
Act to amend the Law relating to the Reservation, for His Majesty's 
pleasure, of Bills passed by the Legislatures of the States forming part of 
the Commonwealth of Australia and to confirm certain Acts passed by those 
Legislatures.” |Australian States Constitution Bill [Lords.] 

Also, a Bill, intituled, “* An Act to dissolve the marriage of Charles 
Edward Galwey, a Captain in the Royal Irish Regiment, with Annie 
Louisa Galwey, his now wife, and to enable him to marry again; and fer 
other purposes.” [Galwey’s Divorce Bill [Lords.’ 

And, also a Bill, intituled, ‘‘ An Act. to dissolve the marriage of Lida 
Eleanor Purcell Fitz Gerald with Gerald Purcell Fitz Gerald, her present 
husband, and to enable her to marry again; and for other purposes.” 
| Fitz Gerald’s Divorce Bill [Lords.] .. a = He a3 ie aT 

PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
Privatl BILLs (STANDING ORDER 63 C)MPLIED WITH).--Mr. SPEAKER laid upon 
the Table Report from one of the Examiners of Petitions for Private bills, 
That, in the case of the following Bill, referred on the First Reading thereof, 
Standing Order 63 has been complied with, viz. :—Grays and Tilbury Gas 
Bill. 
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time .. ste ie .. 948 


Private BILis (STANDING ORDERS APPLICABLE THERETO COMPLIED WITH). 
Mr. SreEAKER laid upon the Table Report from the Examiners of Petitions 
for Private Bills, That, in the case of the following Bill, introduced pursuant 
to the provisions of The Private Legislation Procedure (Scotland) Act, 
1899, the Standing Orders which are applicable thereto have been complied 
with, viz. :—Leith Harbour and Docks Biil ts ski ea: .. 948 
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Private Brits [Lorps] (SranpING ORDERS COMPLIED witH).—Mr. SPEAKER 


laid upon the Table Report from the Examiners of Petitions for Private 
Bills, That, in respect of the following Bills, introduced pursuant to the 
provisions of The Private Legislation Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, and 
which the Chairman of Ways and Means had directed to originate in the 
House of Lords, they have certified that the Standing Orders have been 
complied with, viz. :—General Accident, Fire and Life Assurance Cor- 
poration, Limited ; Renfrewshire Upper District (Eastwood and Mearns) 
Water; Royal Bank of Scotland; Glasgow Corporation; Aberdeen Cor- 
poration ; Electric Supply Corporation (No. 2) .. én - .. 948 


?RIVATE BriLtts (STANDING ORDER 66 NOT COMPLIED WITH).—Mr. SPEAKER laid 


upon the Table Report from one of the Examiners of Petitions for Private 
sills, That, in the case of the following Bill, referred on the First Reading 
thereof, Standing Order 66 has not been complied with, viz. :—Channel 
Tunnel Railway Bill. 


Ordered, That the Report be referred to the Select Committee on 
Standing Orders sit os ” a = #3 a .. 948 


Alexandra (Newport and South Wales Docks) and Railway (General 


Powers) Bill.—** To empower the Alexandra (Newport and South Wales) 
Docks and Railway Company to construct new railways in the County of 
Monmouth, and to authorise the company to raise additional capital ; 
and for other purposes,” presented, and read the first time ; and referred 
to the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills ” ve es .. 949 


Boston Spa Gas Bili.—‘* To incorporate and confer powers upon the Boston 


Spa Gas Company,” presented, and read the first time; and referred to 


the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills - - if .. 949 


Galwey’s Divorce Bill [Lorps]; Fitz Geratp’s Divorce Britt [Lorps].— 


WE 


Read the first time; to be read a second time. ek 6 a= ag 


PETITIONS. 


Mixrs (Eicar Hours) Bitt.—Petitions in faveur—from Aldwarke 
Brayton Knowe; Halesowen; Hill and Cakemore; Lye; Moresby ; 
Rockinghain ; Soothill Wood ; Two Gates; and, West Kiveton Collieries ; 


to lie upon the Table .. ok ve es ea - ou ae 


GHTS AND Measures (Metric System) Bii.~—Petiticn from Walsall, 
against ; to lie upon the Table $s ee “ss si bse .. 949 


Women’s ENFRANCHISEMENT Bitu.—Petitions in favour—from Gravesend 


aud Narthfleet ; and Isle of Wight; to lie upon the Table .. “ .. 949 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


CotontaL CoNFERENCE, 1907.—Copy presented, of correspondence relating 


to the Colonial Conference, 1907 [by Command]; to lie uponthe Table .. 950 


AusTRALIA.—Copy presented, of the Customs Tariff (British Preference), 1906, 


Reserved Act, with a Despatch from the Secretary of State thereon [by 
Command]; to lie upon tke Table wa - <> ve - . 
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Pustic Heattu (RecuLations as To Foop) Bitt.—Copy ordered, “‘ of Enact- 
ments referred to in the Bill.’—(Mr. Burns.) 


Copy presented accordingly ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
eh A ite PAN aR 


Supreme Court oF JuDICATURE (IRELAND).—Copy ordered, “of Accounts of 
receipts and payments of the Accountant-General of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature in Ireland in respect of funds of suitors in the said Court, including 
therein funds to the credit of lunacy accounts in the year to the 30th day of 
September, 1906, together with a statement of liabilities and assets and 
particulars of securities in Court on the 30th day of September, 1906.’- 
(Mr. Runciman) ‘ 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


VoLUNTEER OrricerRs’ LIABILITIES.—Question, Mr. Cochrane (Ayrshire, N.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Haldane 


Assets OF VOLUNTEER Corps.—Question, Mr. Cochrane ; Answer, Mr. Haldane 


LigvTENANT-CoLONELS’ INcREASED Pay.—Question, Mr. Pike Pease (Darling- 
ton); Answer, Mr. Haldane 


GARRISON ARTILLERY REDUCTIONS.—Question, Mr. Pike Pease; Answer, Mr. 
Haldane 


Lorp Esuer’s MemoraNpuM.—Question, Mr. Arnold-Forster (Croydon) ; 
Answer, Mr. Haldane - ie a 


Lorp EsHeEr’s CoMMITTEE.—Question, Mr. Arnold-Forster; Answer, Mr. 
Haldane us te 


Cost OF ORGANISING THE NEW TerritorIAL ArMy.—Question, Mr. Nield 
(Middlesex, Ealing); Answer, Mr. Haldane ? Fe 


SUBMARINES AND THE HaGur ConNFERENCE.—Question, Mr. L. Haslam (Mon- 
mouth Boroughs) ; Answer, Sir Edward Grey ; _ ‘ 


O.p-Ace PrENsIons ComMission.—Question, Mr. L. Haslam; Answer, Mr. 
Churchill ; ae 


Free Cuurcu oF ScortanpD GENERAL ASSEMBLY.—Question, Mr. Remnant 
(Finsbury, Holborn) ; Answer, Mr. T. Shaw : 


Soutu Lerru Free Cuurcu.—Question, Mr. Remnant ; Answer, Mr. T. Shaw .. 


ABSINTHE.—Question, Mr. A. C. Corbett (Glasgow, Tradeston) ; Answer, Mr. 
Gladstone : 


LocaL GOVERNMENT ExPEeNDITURE.—Question, Mr. R. Pearce (Staffordshire, 
Leek) ; Answer, Mr. J. Burns .. i ss os 


LiverPooL Distress ComMITTEE.—Question, Mr. Clynes (Manchester, N.E.) ; 
Answer, Mr. J. Burns a Sie nn Ave bs a iva 
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INSPECTION OF THE ScortisH ScHOoLs.—Question, Mr. D. A. Thomas (Merthyr 
Tydvil) ; Answer, Mr. Sinclair 


INDIAN Pusitic Works DEpARTMENT.—Question, Sir H. Cotton (Nottingham, 
E.); Answer, Mr. Money 


InpIAN NATIVES AND THE PuBsLic Works DEPARTMENT.—Question, Sir H. 
Cotton ; Answer, Mr. Morley ‘ 


CLARE Potato Crop FatLureE.—Question, Mr. W. Redmond (Clare); Answer, 
Mr. Birrell .. 


MyYSsHALL SANATORIUM FOR CONSUMPTIVES.—Question, Mr. A. Roche (Cork) ; 
Answer, Mr. Birrell is ; 


VOLUNTEER ADJUTANTS.—Question, Colonel Long (Worcestershire, Evesham) ; 
Answer, Mr. Haldane 


WeEsLEYAN CuurcH At ALDERSHOT.—Question, Mr. E. H. Lamb (Rochester) ; 
Answer, Mr. Haldane 


Common Ricuts over EvtHam CommMon.—Question, Mr. Hudson (Newcastle- 
on-Tyne) ; Answer, Mr. Haldane 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


ADMIRALTY CONTRACLS AND THE Farr Waces CLavuse.—Questions, Mr. Hudson 
(Newcastle-on-Tyne), Mr. Thorne; Answers, The Secretary to the Admiralty 
(Mr. E. Robertson, Dundee) 


Boys IN THE Home FLEEtT.—Question, Mr. Hunt (Shropshire, Ludlow) ; Answer, 
Mr. E. Robertson . : 


THE Opium TrarFric.—Questions, Mr. Smeaton (Stirlingshire), Mr. Lupton ; 
Answers, The Secretary of State for India (Mr. Morley, Montrose Burghs) .. 


ArGHAN Amir’s Vistr to Inpta.—Questions, Mr. Ellis (Nottinghamshire, Rush- 
cliffe), Mr. Rees; Answers, Mr. Morley 


Imeorr Dutigs on Inptan Goops.—Question, Mr. Remnant (Finsbury, 
Hoxton); Answer, Mr. Morley 


NortHeRN NicertaA LAnp Tax.—Question, Mr. Wedgwood (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme); Answer, The Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, (Mr. 
Churchill, Manchester, §8.W.) : 


Trintpap Customs Tarirr.—Question, Mr. Summerbell (Sunderland) ; 
Answer, Mr. Churchill 


ForEIGN Concessions IN Persta—Question, Mr. Bowles (Lambeth, Nor- 
woo!) ; Answer, The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, (Sir EK. Grey, 
Northumberland, Berwick) 7 

Execution or A British Supsect at Warsaw.—Questions, Major A. Grey 


(St. Andrews Burghs), Lord Balearres (Lancashire, Chorley), Mr. T. L. 
Corbett (Down, N.); Answers, Sir E. Grey.. me xe a ae 
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Turkish Customs.—Questions, Mr. Weidgwood, Mr. Rees; Answers, Sir E. 
Grey ee 

Mostem Pitcrius to Mecca.—Question, Dr. Rutherford (Middlesex, Brent- 
ford); Answer, Sir E. Grey 


Soupan Civiz Court JupGEesHip.—Question, Dr. Rutherford; Answer, Sir E. 
Grey ns ¥- i - ais ve ae ee =P 

Suez Cana Reauiations.—Question, Dr. Rutherford; Answer, Sir E. 
Grey 

THE Eceyrrian AssemBL_y.—Question, Mr. Dillon (Mayo, E.); Answer, Sir E. 
Grey 


AMBASSADORIAL SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES.—Questiors, Mr. Gooch (Bath), Mr. 
T. L. Corbett (Down, N.), Mr. W. Redmond (Clare, E.); Answers, Sir I. 
Grev 


Macreponran Frxanctat Rerorms.—Question, Mr. Gooch; Answer, Sir FE. 


Grey 


Turkish Cusroms Duties Increase. —Question, Mr. Lonsdale (Armagh, Mid.) ; 
Answer, Sir E. Grey “ie ‘a sp “s rs ts ee 
MerstHam TunneL Assautt.—Question, Mr. Fell (Great Yarmouth) ; Answer, 
The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Mr. Gladstone, Leeds, 


W.) 


Braprorp Hatr-Timers.—Question, Mr. Jowett (Bradford, W.); Answer, 
Mr. Gladstone .. = i ae ote he ne es si 


THRCGMORTON STREET.—Questions, Mr. Bottomley (Hackney, 5.), Mr. Moore ; 
Answers, Mr. Gladstone iis ao “a a 


THE Epauy Case.—Question, Sir G. Parker (Gravesend); Answer, Mr. 
Gladstone — oe ove te Ste 


WorkMEn’s CoMPENSATION Cask AT SUNDERLAND.—Question, Mr. Summerbe!! ; 
Answer, Mr. Gladstone 


Prosecution oF Croypon Anti-VAcCINATIONISTS.—Question, Mr. Lupton ; 
Answer, Mr. Gladstone , is 


Inquiry INTO INTERNATIONAL CoMPETITION.—Question, Mr. Shackleton 
(Lancashire, Clitheroe); Answer, Mr. Gladstone 


Water Gas.—Question, Mr. H. Banner (Liverpool, Everton); Answer, The 
President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Lloyd-George Carnarvon, Borouglis) .. 


Nortu Eastern Ratbway--Broapwoob JUNCTION SIGNALS.—Question, Mr. 
Hudson (Newcastle-on-Tyne); Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George : 


GERMAN Imports OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY.—Question, Mr. Remuant ; 
Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George ae re ad ie re a 
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Houiestey Bay Cotony.—Questions, Mr. Fell, Mr. Everett (Suffolk, Wood- 
bridge) and Mr. Austin Tavlor (Liverpool, East Toxteth); Answers, Mr. 
John Burns 


WeEsTMINSTER County Counct, ELection.—Question, Sir Robert Hobart 
(Hamp-hi-e, New Forest); Answer, Mr. John Burns 


{0YDON SEwAGE DisposaAL Works.—Question, Mr. Nield; Answer, Mr. John 
Burns ne Aa 8 oe ae si a *s ate 


HarrLtey Winxtney Scroors.—Question, Sir A. Spicer (Hackney, Central) ; 
Answer, Mr. John Burns .. 7 ne we 34 ue iv 


UNEMPLOYED WoMEN IN West HAam.—Question, Mr. Thorne (West Ham, 8.) ; 
Answer, Mr. John Burns .. ws - ag ah ae sd 


Pauper’s Diet.—Question, Mr. Jowett (Bradford, W.); Answer, Mr. John 


3urns aS es See ae ag a -_ ez aca =a 


New ZEALAND Maris.—Question, Mr. Fell (Great Yarmouth); Answer, The 
Postmaster-General (Mr. Sydney Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Poplar) .. 


Harrinarvon PostMan’s Prenston.—Questions, Mr. Burnyea: (Whitehaven), 
and Mr. Fullerton ; Answers, Mr. Sydney Buxton 


DIsMissaLs FROM Post Orrick EMPLOYMENT.—Question, Mr. Bowles (Lambeth, 
Norwood) ; Answer, Mr. Syndey Buxton és a “i or ee 


ILLEGAL Practices at County Councin ELEcTION.—Qu sstion, Sir Robert 
Hobart ; Answer, The Attorney-General (Sir John Walton, Leeds, 8.) se 


Farstey District CouNCILLOR’s GRIEVANCE.—Question, Mr. Jowett ; Answer, 
Sir John Walton .. ote ae - Os st ok a 


County Councin rye LITERATURE.—Question, Mr. Chiozza Money 
(Paddington, N Answer, Sir John Walton .. _ as i ‘ 


Wetsu Epucation DEPARTMENT.—Question, Mr. Walrond (Devonshire, Tiver- 
ton); Answer, The President of the Board of Education (Mr. M‘Kenna, 


Monmouthshire,N.) asi - - 56 wa ts aie ve 


Custom HovseE Quay, BILLINSGATES.—Question, Mr. Charles Wilson (Hull, W.) 
Answer, The Secretary to the Treasury (Mr. Runciman, Dewsbury).. a 


CLERKS TO SURVEYORS OF TAXES.—Question, Mr. O’Grady (Leeds, E.) ; Answer, 
Mr. Runciman 2K - in as ws he 


NaTIONAL PuysicaL Laboratory AT BusHy.—Questions, Sir W. Evans Gordon 
(Tower Hamlets, ne Mr. Nield (Middlesex, Ealing); Answers, Mr. 


Runciman .. £5 ats a me = or 
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GoosEveRRY MitpEw.—Question, Mr. Rowlands (Kent, Dartford); Answer, 
Mr. J. A. Pease : ‘ 


Boy OFFENDERS IN EpINBURGH.—Question, Mr. C. E. Price (Edinburgh, Centra!): 
Answer, The Lord Advocate (Mr. Thomas Shaw, Hawick Burghs) 


ILLEGAL TRAWLING OFF SUTHERLANDSHIRE.—Question, Mr. Morton (Sutherland) ; 
Answer, The Secretary for Scotland (Mr. Sinclair, Forfarshire) 


TRAWLING IN THE Moray Firtu.—Questions, Mr. Morton ; Answers, Mr. Sinclair 


Epvucation ExpENpDITURE IN IRELAND.—Question, Mr. Murphy (Kerry, E.) ; 
Answer, The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Birrell, Bristol, N.) 


CoLONEL BREDIN’s LONGFORD EstTaTeE.—Question, Mr. J. C. Farrell (Longford, 
N.); Answer, Mr. Birrell 


AGHNACLIFFE Evicrep TeENANTS.—Question, Mr. J. P. Farrell ; Answer, Mr. 
Birrell ; 


CHILDREN’S DerectivE Eyesicur IN IrRIsH ScHoots.—Question, Mr. John 
Redmond (Waterford) ; Answer, Mr. Birrell th, : 


. 
eh RS 


Comyn-Kenny Estate, GaLway.—Question, Mr. John Roche (Galway, E. 
Answer, Mr. Birrell 


CoosEcRrooM IMPROVEMENTS.—Question, Mr. Boland (Kerry, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. 
Birrell i os 


LEAHY ESTATE, NEAR CAHIRCIVEEN.—Question, Mr. Boland; Answer, Mr. 
Birrell : 

Trish DEVELOPMENT GRANT.—Question, Mr. John O’Connor (Kildare, N.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Birrell By 


ARTERIAL DRAINAGE (IRELAND) Commisston—ReEport.—Question, Mr. John 
O’Connor; Answer, Mr. Birrell .. ae - 

Count Biake’s GALway Estate.—Question, Mr. Duffy (Galway, 8.) ; Answer, 
Mr. Birrell .. 

ExcLupED TENANTS.—Questions, Mr. Lundon and Mr. Kilbride (Kildare, 5.) 
Answer, Mr. Birrell 


Price oF IrtsH LAND.—Question, Mr. Lundon; Answer, Mr. Birrell 


Sapapoo Evictep Tenant.—Question, Mr. C. MacVeigh (Donegal, E.) ; Answer, 
Mr. Birrell .. 


Grant FoR TEACHING IrnIsH.—Questions, Mr. Thomas O’Donnell (Kerry, W.) ; 
Answers, Mr. Birrell and Mr. Runciman 


Crime 1x Lerrrmm.—Questions, Mr. Lonsdale (Armagh, Mid), Mr. Charles Craig 
(Antrim, 8.) Mr. Moor (Armagh, N.) and Mr. Reddy,(Kings County, Birr 
and Mr. Moore (Armagh, N.) ; Answers, Mr. Birrell .. en - , 
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Roya Hrpernian ACADEMY.—Question, Mr. Boland (Kerry, 8.) ; Answer, Mr. 
Runciman oe is x cao 


Lorp EsHer.—Question, Mr. Arnold-Forster (Croydon) ; Answer, The Prime 
Minister and First Lord of the Treasury (Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman, 
Stirling, Burghs) .. ans as $6 os $4 - 58 a 1006 


CLERKENWELL County Court CLerk’s RetTIREMENT.—Questions, Mr. Carlile 
and Mr. Crooks (Woolwich) ; Answers, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman .. 1009 


THe APPOINTMENT OF MAGISTRATES.—Questions, Mr. Hunt; Answers, Sir H. 
Campbell-Bannerman te - i ws Ko i .. 1001 


Tue Sourn Wates CoLuiery Expiosion.—Questions, Mr. Thomas Richards 
(Monmouthshire, W.), Mr. Brace (Glamorganshire, 8.), Mr. Chiozza-Money 
and Mr. Keir Hardie (Merthyr Tydvil) ; Answers, Mr. Gladstone .. «ox OOM 


SeLection (Stanprne Commitrees).—Sir WiLttaM Brampton GurpDoN reporte | 
from the Committee of Selection: That they had discharged the following 
Member from the Standing Committee on Law, and Courts of Justice, and 
Legal Procedure: Mr. Lough (added in respect of the Education (Pro- 
vision of Meals) (Scotland) Bill); and had appointed in substitution : 
Mr. William Priestley (in respect of the Education (Provision of Meals) 
(Scotland) Bill. 


Report to lie upon the Table... Bs - ee ea .. 10D 


NEW BILL. 


Released Persons (Poor Law Relief) Bill.—‘ To make better provisions as 
to the Relief of Persons released from detention in Prisons, Reformatory 
and Industrial Schools, and Inebriate Reformatories,” presented by Mr. 
Herbert Samuel; to be read a second time upon Monday next, and to be 


printed. [Bill 109] ais r ‘ “ x“ oT te .. L004 
3USINESS OF THE House (SuppLy).—Ordered, That the Proceedings on the 
Business of Supply, if under discussion at Eleven o’clock this night, 
be not interrupted under the Standing Order (Sittings of the House), 
notwithstanding anything in Standing Order No. 15.—(Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman) —.. “ “% as a = ce .. L005 
Suppiy [2np AtLotreD Day]. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair. ] 
Navy Estimates, 1907-8.— 
1. Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That 128,000 officers, seamen, 
ind boys be employed for the Sea and Coast Guard Services for the 


vear ending on the 31st day of March, 1908, including 18,595 Royal 
Marines.” 
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Mr. Wyndham (Dover) .. ¥s go oe si + .. 1005 
Mr. Beauchamp (Suffolk, Stowmarket) oe - ae oo 1001 
Captain Hervey (Bury St. Edmunds) .. ‘ - se .. 1015 
Mr. Bellairs (Lynn Regis) - cs ‘ - - .. 1020 
Sir Gilbert Parker (Gravesend) .. ae “ye ae a ss 1088 
Mr. Murray Macdonald (Falkirk Burghs) is nt a .. 1034 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That 120,000 officers, seamen, 
and boys be employed for the said Services.” —( Mr. Murray Macdonald.) 


Mr, A. J. Balfour (City of London) ss - bis ii »» 1085 
The Secretary to the Admiralty (Mr. Edmund Robertson, Dundee) .. \OAI 
Mi. Austen Chamberlain (Worcestershire, BE.) .. oe an .. 1046 
The Civil Lord of the Admiralty (Mr. Lambert, Devonshire, South 
Molton) oe is os Se a one “et .. 1047 
Sir J. Brunner (Cheshire, Northwich) cs iS Be ie .. 1050 
Mr. Jenkins (Chatham) .. 6 me a He is ». 1052 


And, it being a quarter-past Eight of the Clock, and there being Private 
Business set down by direction of the Chairman of Ways and Means 
under Standing Order No. 8, further proceeding was postponed with- 
out Question put. 


Great Northern and City Railway Bill [By Orprer].—Order for Second 


Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 


Mr. Morton (Sunderland) vs oe es oe -. 1056 
Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out the word ‘ now,’ and at the end of the Question 
to add the words ‘ upon this day six months.’ ”—(Mr. Morton.) 


uestion proposed, “ That the word ‘ now,’ stand part of the Question.” 
, } ‘ 


The Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade (Mr. Kearley, Devon- 
port) Si oi i ss = ae ie a .. 1058 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn 
Main Question put, and agreed to. 
Bill read a second time, and committed. 
tuppty (Navy Estimates). 
(In the Committee.) 


[Mr. CALDWELL in the Chair.] 


Postponed Proceeding on Question, “ That 120,000 officers, seamen, and 
bovs be employed for the said service.’—(Mr. Murray Macdonald)— 
resumed. 
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Question again proposed. 
Mr. Jenkins ee ee os ee os ee .. 1061 


Mr. Edmund Robertson .. ee wt sa a ‘ie .- 1062 
Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
Original Question again proposed. 


My. Hunt (Shropshire, Ludlow) .. be ‘i - es .. 1063 
Mr. Mallet (Plymouth) .. ‘ ae _ o* a .. 1055 


Mr. Barnes (Glasgow, Blackfriars) <a is - ‘ie .. 1068 
Mr. Bramsdon (Portsmouth) <3 és ee = = .. 1075 
Mr. Arthur Lee (Hants, Fareham) a ei bd <3 2 AGE 
Mr. E. H. Lamb (Rochester) a ia on 50% ie .. 1082 
Mr. Bowles (Lambeth, Norwood) 3 e wi - .. 1082 
Major Seely (Liverpool, Abercromby)  .. pi - - .- 1087 
Mr. Wilkie (Dundee) aie re a ‘is a yy .« 1089 
Sir John Benn (Devonport) ets sei _ ans ia ~e 1090 
Mr. Lambert aa a x a1 .. 1091 


Mr. Havelock Wilson (Middlesbrough) .. «wwe ae 1092 


Original Question, “ That 128,000 officers, seamen, and boys be employed 
for the Sea and Coast Guard Services for the year ending on the 31st 
day of March, 1908, including 11,595 Royal Marines,” put, and agreed 


to. 


2. £6,869,700, wages, etc., of Officers, Seamen, Boys, Coast Guard, and 
Royal Marines. 


Resolutions to be reported upon Monday next; Committee to sit again 
upon Monday next. 


And, it being after half-past Eleven of the Clock, Mr. Speaker adjourned 
the House without Question put, pursuant to the Standing Order. 


Adjourned at Twenty minutes before Twelve o’clock. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS: FRIDAY, 8ta MARCH, 1997. 
The House met at Twelve of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PrivATE LEGISLATION ProceDURE (ScoTLAND) Act, 1899.— The CHAIRMAN OF * 
Ways anp Means reported, That, after conferring with the Chairman of 
Committees of the House of Lords, for the purpose of determining in which 
House of Parliament the respective Bills under the Private Legislative 
Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, should be first considered, they had deter- 
mined that the following Bill should originate ii the House of Lords, viz. :— 
Aberdeen Corporation. 


Report to lie upon the Table ne ‘ia s ey - .. 1097 
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Rawtenstall Corportion Bill. Read a second time .. 3 ie .. 1097 


PETITIONS. 


Coat Mines (Eraut Hovrs) Biii.—Petitions in favour: from Allhallows ; 
B. Winning: Cockermouth; Codnor; Delph; Dowlais (two);  Ellen- 
borough; Ellistown; Great Clifton; Horsley; Woodhouse; Ireland ; 
Leven ; Loscoe ; Moor House Guards ; Morley Main ; Netherton ; Oughter- 
side; Outfield; Pentrich; Pontefract; St. Helen’s; Seaton Moor Pit; 
Snibston ; Soothill ; and Wythemoor Collieries ; to lie upon the Table =... 1097 


MarRIAGE WITH A Deceased Wire's Stster Brii.—Petition from Penryn, 
against ; to lie upon the Table .. cs i es s “e .. 1097 


Municrpat Loans (PurcHASE oF LAND).—Petition from Workington, for legisla- 
tion; to lie upon the Table ‘3 “i Be a ¥ - .. 1097 


Women’s ENFRANCHISEMENT Biiu.—Petitions in favour; from Eastbourne ; 
Ilford ; Kingston; Ladybank; North Hackney; Paddington ; Rastrick ; 
Reigate; Truro; Wednesbury ; and Westminister; to lie upon the Table 1097 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
Boarp or Epucation.—Copy presented, of Report on the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, the Royal Colleges of Science and of Art, the Geological Survey 
and Museum, and on the work of the Solar Physics Committee for the 


vear 1905 [by Command]; to lie uponthe Table .. ‘is .. 1098 


Supreme Court or Jupicature (IrELAND.) — Return presented, relative 
thereto [ordered 7th March; Mr. Runciman]; to lie upon the Table = .. 1098 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Cavan Lanp AppeaL Cases.—Question, Mr. Vincent Kennedy (Cavan, W.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Birrell si Ke 5% “s soy ¥% i .. 1098 


Farr Rent AGREEMENTS.—Question, Mr. Vincent Kennedy; Answer, Mr. 
Birrell re % ais = ;3 a - .. 1099 
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99 And, it being Five of the clock, the Debate stood adjourned. 
Debate to be resumed upon}Monday next. 
Uo © _ 
Political Pensions Bill—Read a second time, and committed for Friday 
next. 
39 
RADIOTELEGRAPHIC CONVENTION.—Motion made, and Question proposed, 
99 “That a Select Committee be appointed to consider the Radiotele- 
7 graphic Convention, signed at Berlin on the 3rd day of November, 1906, 
and to report what, from the point of view of national and public 
” interests, would, in their opinion, be the effect of the adhesion or non- 
adhesion of this country to the Convention.” 
| Mr. Claude Hay (Shoreditch, Hoxton) .. vs L366 


The President of the_Local Government Board (Mr. Jokn Burns, Battersea) 1163 


1 _ _ Question put, and agreed to. 
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Ordered, That a Select Committee be appointed to consider the Radiv- 
telegraphic Convention, signed at Berlin on the 3rd day of November, 
1906, and to report what, from the point of view of national and 
public interests, would, in their opinion, be the effect of the adhesion 
or non-adhesion of this country to the Convention. 





Committee accordingly nominated of,—Mr. Adkins, Mr. Sydney Buxton, 
Sir John Dickson-Poynder, Mr. Enoch Edwards, Mr. Gwynn, Sir 
William Holland, Mr. Lambert, Mr. Arthur Lee, Mr. Macpherson, 
Sir Gilbert Parker, and Sir Edward Sassoon. 


Ordered, That the Committee have power to send for persons, papers, and 
record 


Ordered, That Four be the quorum.—(Mr. Whiteley.) 


Whereupon Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the House without Question put, 
pursuant to Standing Order No. 3. 


Adjourned at six minutes after Five o’clock till Monday-next. 





HOUSE OF LORDS: MONDAY, llra# MARCH, 1906. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Tit LorD CHANCELLOR acquainted the House, That the Clerk ot the Parlia- 
ments had laid upon the Table the Certificate from the Examiners that 
the further Standing Orders applicable to the following Bill have been 
complied with :—Cavehill and Whitewell Tramways [n.L.]. The same 
was ordered to lie upon the Table oa 


fal Bank of Scotland Bill [x.1.]; General Accident Fire and Life Assur- 
ance Corporation, Limited, Bill [#.L.].. Presented; read 1*; and referred 
to the Examiners ‘ Es 


Re: ‘rewshire Upper District (Eastwood and Mearns) Water Bill | 11.1.|: 
Glasgow Corporation Bill [a.u.}; Aberdeen Corporation Bill [1.1.]; 
Electric Supply Corporation (No. 2) Bill [n.1.]. Presented, and read 1". 


Birxingham Corporation Pill [u.1.]—A witness ordered to attend the 
Select Committee es seg ; 


Bryne’s Divorce biil [.1.].—The Lorp CuanceLtor acquainted the House 
that the Clerk of the Parliaments had received by post from the Lord 
Justice of the King’s Bench Division of the High Court of Justice in Ireland, 
a Report of the proceedings upon the inquiry before him in the case of 
Bryne v. McDowell. The same was ordered to lie on the Table 


Middlesborough Corporation Bill [1...].—Report from the Select Com- 
mittee, That the Committee had not proceeded with the consideration of 
the Bill, the opposition thereto having been withdrawn ; read, and ordered 
to lie on the Table. The orders made on the 25th and 28th of February 
last discharged, and Bill committed ; 


Pay, 


1165 


] 165 


1165 


1165 


1165 


1165 








rT 





ty, 


165 


L65 


165 


165 








TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
Mar. 11.] 


South Lincolnshire Water Bill {x.L.].—The CHatrMAN or CoMMITTEES 
informed the House that the Promotors do not intend to proceed further 
with the Bill. Order of the Day for the Second Reading read, and dis: 
charged. Ordered that the Bill be not further proceeded with .. 


Burnham (Somerset) Pier Bill.[x.1.]; Manchester Corporation Tramways 
Bill [H.L.] ; Tyne Improvement Bill [H.L.]. Report from the Committee of 
Selection, That the Lord Headley be proposed to the House as a member of 
the Select Committee on the said Bills in the place of the Viscount Iveagh : 
read, and agreed to... aa é% sie 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


Cotontes: ANNUAL.—No. 519. East Africa Protectorate (Report for 1905- 
1906) ‘ a 

Boarp oF Epucation (Victoria AND ALBERT Museum, ETC.)—Report for the 
vear 1905 on the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Royal Colleges of Science 
and of Art, the Geological Survey and Museum, and on the work of the 
Solar Physics Committee 


Epucation (ScoTLanD).—Code of Regulations for Day Schools, 1907; with 
appendices. 


Minute of the Committee of Council on Education in Scotland, dated 
%th March, 1907, providing for the distribution of the General Aid Grant 


lrADE Reports, ANNUAL SERIES.—No. 3747. Abyssinia. 


Presented (by Command). and ordered to lie on the Table .. Bes 

Universities (ScortanpD) Act, 1889.—Annual report on the state of the 
finances of the University of Glasgow under the provisions of Section 30 
of the Universities (Scotiand) Act, 1889, for the year 1905-1906 .. 


SUPERANNUATION (PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS).—Treasury Minute, cated 
5th March. 1907, declaring that for the due and efficient discharge of 
the duties of the offices of salaried official receiver in bankruptey an | 
inspector of official receivers, professional or other peculiar qualification + not 
ordinarily to be acquired on the public service are required 


NatioNaL Desr (SAvinacs BANK AND FRIENDLY SocietieEs).—Account o! the 
gross amount of all sums received and paid by the Commissioners for the 
reduction of the National Debt on account of banks for saving and friendly 
societies in Great Britain and Ireland, from their commencement at 6th 
August, 1817, to 20th November, 1906, inclusive. 


Account of the several transactions which have taken place during 
the vear ended 20th November, 1906, in the investment of all moneys 
which came into the hands of the Commissioners for the Reduction of the 
National Debt for savings banks and friendly societies. 


Statement showing the aggregate amount of the liabilities of the 
aovernment to the trustees of savings banks and friendly societies respec: 
tively on 20th November, 1906, ete. 
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Laid before the House (pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on the 
Table - . <s ‘ x és ‘a - 7 ~« ENT 


Private LEGISLATION PROCEDURE (ScoTLAND) Act, 1899.—Report from the 
Committee of Selection, that the following Lords be pripes sed to the House 
as the panel of Lords to act as Commissioners under the Act, viz. 


V. Falkland. 


L. Templemore. 


Agreed to; and the said Lords appointed accordingly as ‘+ 1 


NEW BILIS. 


Rule Committee Bill. [u.1.} (No. 11).—A Bill to amend the Judicature Acts, 
1873 to 1894, with respect to the persons in whom the power of making 
rules of Court under those Acts is vested .. ne - a ADGT 


Matr:monial Causes Acts Amendment Bill. [u.1.] (No. 12).—A Bill to amend 
the Matrimonial Causes Acts, 1857 to 1866, by extending the powers of 
the Court in rleation to maintenance and alimony, and leave to inter- 
vene, and to amend the Evidence Further Amendment Act, 1869; and .. 1167 


Prize Courts Bill. [#.1.[ (No. 13).—A Bill for amending the law relating to 
the administration of oaths for the purpose of proceeding in Prize Courts. 


Were presented by the Lorp CHANCELLOR; read 1* ; and to be 
printed 5 ne — se - ee ‘i ae as <o S68 


Sunpay TRADING. 
Lord Avebury ns on ‘ _ my és - .. 1168 
Moved, “ That this House reiterates its opinion that the subject of Sunday 
trading requires the serious and earnest attention of His Majesty's 


Government, and urges them to legislate in accordance with the unani- 
mous Reports of the Committees of 1905 and 1906.”—(Lord Avebury.) 


Lord Zoucho of Haryngworth bi 56 i oe ne o 7] 
Lord Bishop of Wakefield - ee - = ws «> Bate 
Lord Montagu of Beaulieu of os ie bn as aio MONE 
The Duke of Northumberland ae % ve ahs sts i: 3508 
Earl Beauchamp << rf 3 3% a .. 1180 
Zhe Lord Archbishop of ¢ anterbury ne ‘3 a ew oo TA 
Lord Weardale Bie oe sks ot aa .. 1188 
The Marquess of Lansdowne se ae o« TOU 
The Lord President of the Council (The Earl of Cr rewe) .. aa «« 196 
Lord Avebury ba vs ia be me wis i .. 1197 


On Question, resolved in the attirmative. 


fue NortH SF* 


The Earl of Onslow .. 1199 
The President of the Board of Agr iculture and Fisheries (Earl Carrington) 1201 
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TRAWLING PROSECUTIONS. 


Lord He 2neage 
Lord Hamilton of Dalezell 


STANDING ComMiTTEE.—Report from the Committee of Selection for the Stand- 
ing Committee, that they have added the Earl of Chichester and the Lord 
Courtney of Penwith to the Standing Committee ; read, and ordered to lie 
on the Table 


House adjourned at five minutes before Seven o'clock, till To- 
morrow, half-past Ten o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: MONDAY, IlrH MARCH, 1907. 
The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS (STANDING ORDERS APPLICABLE THERETO COMPLIED 
WiTH).—Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table Report from one of the Examiners 
of Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the case of the following Bill, referred 
on the First Reading thereof, the Standing Orders which are applicable 
thereto have been complied with, viz. :—Metropolitan Police Provisional 
Order Bill. 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time to-morrow. . 


PROVISIONAL OrDER BILLs (No Sr ANDING ORDERS APPLICABLE).—Mr. SPEAKER 
laid upon the Table Report from one of the Examiners of Petitions for 
Private Bills, That, in the case of the following Bill, referred on the First 
Reading thereof, no Standing Orders are applicable, viz. :—Marriages 
Provisional Order Bill. 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time To-morrow ice 


South Eastern and London, ends and Dover eens Bill.—Read 


a second time, and committed 


Leith Harbour and Docks Bill.—** To authorise the Commissioners for the 
harbour and docks of Leith to vary the method of charging rates on steam 
vessels.”” presented, and read the first time ; and ordered to be read a second 
time 


PETITIONS. 


Coat Mines (E1cut Hours) Biti.—Petition from Oatlands Colliery Railway 
Pits, Derbyshire, in favour ; to lie upon the Table 


WoMEn’s ENFRANCHISEMENT BIL_.—Petition from Central Hackney, in favour; 
to lie upon the Table 
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Mr. Fiennes (Oxfordshre, Banbury): Answer, Mr. Churchill 


CANADIAN PREFERENCE FOR West INDIAN SuGAr.—Question, 


Answer, Mr. Churchill 


Mr. Lonsdale ; 


(HARGES AGAINST THE WITWATERSRAND NATIVE LABOUR ASSOCIATION.—Ques- 


tion, Mr. Lonsdale: Answer, Mr. Churchill 


(TERMAN SoutTH-West AFRICA.—Question, Mr. 
Lyme): Answer, Mr. Churchill 


Wedgwood (Newcastle-under- 


Mr. Buckniti’s Reporr.—Question, Mr. Mackarness (Berkshire, Newbury) ; 


Answer, Mr. Churchill 


Maceponian Rerorm.—Question, Mr. Lynch (Yorkshire, W.R., Ripon) ; 


An- 


swer, The Financial Secretary to the Treasury (Mr. Runciman, Dewsbury) 


HaGue ConrereNnce.—Questions, Mr. Pike Pease and Mr. Byles (Salford, N.) : 


Answers, Mr. Runciman 


McurpDER OF GERMAN MIssSIONARY IN PeRstA.—Question, 


Mr. Runciman 


Mr. Lynch; Answer, 


NORWEGIAN TRAWLERS IN THE Moray Firra.—Question, Mr. Sutherland (Elgin 


Bureghs): Answer, Mr. Runciman 


German TRADE ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE UNITED STAvTEs.—Questions, Mr. 
Lonsdale and Mr. Bridgeman (Shropshire, Oswestry) ; Answers, Mr. Runci- 


man 


THe Hacue ConreRENCE AND THE LimiraTION OF ARMAMENTS.—Question, 


Mr. Lonsdale: Answer, Mr. Runciman 


Moray Firru.—Question, Mr. Weir (Ross and Cromarty); Answer, Mr. Runci- 


man 


oe 


Nort SEA FIsHERIES INVESTIGATION. EXPENDITURE.—Question, Mr. Weir ; An- 
swer, Mr. Runciman 
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AUSTRALIA AND THE SuEZ CANAL.—Question, Mr. W. Redmond (Clare, E.) ; 
Answer, Mr. Runciman ’ a3 is Be ~~ 1248 
IncoME-TAX.—Question, Mr. G. Clarke (Camberwell, Peckham); Answer, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. Asquith, Fife, E.) 1248 
LicENCE Duties.—Question, Mr. C. Money (Paddington, N.); Answer, Mr. 
Asquith 1248 
West Inpran EcciestasticAL CHARGES.—Question, Mr. H. Cox; Answer, Mr. 
Runciman ef ‘ - 1249 
TREATMENT OF GIRL OFFENDERS.—Question, Mr. Myer; Answer, The Secretary 
of State for the Home Department (Mr. Gladstone, Leeds, W.) 1249 
CRIME IN THE HoLpERNEss DivistoN oF YORKSHIRE.—Questions, Mr. J. 
MacVeagh (Down, S.), Mr. Reddy (King’s County, Birr), and Mr. Moore 
(Armagh, N.); Answers, Mr. Gladstone : ‘si - 1250 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE ALIENS ActT.—Question, Major Seely (Liverpool, 
Abercromby) ; Answer, Mr. Gladstone .. me: .1251 
Returns or InpustriAL WARFARE.—Question, Mr. C. Money; Answer, Mr. 
Gladstone - 1255 
TreEpD Hovuses.—Mr. Sears (Cheltenham) ; Answer, Mr. Gladstone 1253 
CoLLIERY Lire Savinc AppLIANCES.—Question, Mr. Brace (Glamorganshire, 
8.) ; Answer, Mr. Gladstone 1253 
Apvisory CoMMITTEE ON COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE.—Question, Sir G. Parker 
(Gravesend) ; Answer, The President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Lloyd- 
George, Carnarvon Boroughs) ‘ 1255 
Imports OF AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AT HaAMBURG.—Question, Mr. Remnant 
(Finsbury, Holborn) ; Answer, Mr. Lloyd-George 1255 
Brivish Imports rrom Austrta-HunGARY.—Question, Mr. Remnant: Answer, 
Mr. Lloyd-George .. 1255 
West Ham—UnNempLoyep Women.—Question, Mr. Thorne (West Ham, 8.) ; 
Answer, The President of the Local Government Board (Mr. J. Burns, 
Battersea) 1256 
Mepicau Orricers or HEALTH—ReEtuRN.—Question, Sir J. Dickson-Poynder 
(Wiltshire, Chippenham) ; Answer, Mr. J. Burns 1257 
Foop aNnp Meat Inspection.—Question, Mr. Alden (Middlesex, Tottenham) ; 
Answer, Mr. J. Burns 3 .. 1257 
MerropouiraN Matt Van Drivers.—Question, Mr. Pickersgill (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.); Answer, The Postmaster-General (Mr. 8. Buxton, Tower Hamlets, 
Poplar bi 1257 
AusTRALIAN Mai Service.—Question, Mr. W. Redmond (Clare, E.) ; Answer, 
se ae is .. 1258 
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Tue “ Propie’s Frienp.”—Question, Mr. Wilkie (Dundee), Mr. C. E. Price 
(Edinburgh, Central) ; Answer, Mr. 8S. Buxton.. ne Se , 


Post Orrice TELEPHONE WirEs.—Question, Mr. Rawlinson (Cambridge Univer- 
sity); Answer, Mr. 8. Buxton 


Epvucation Bit, Grant or 1906.—Question, Sir H. Norman (Wolverhampton, 
S.); Answer, The President of the Board of Education (Mr. McKenna, 


Monmouthshire, N.) 


Epvucation Department Starr.—Question, Mr. 8. Roberts (Sheffield, Ecclesall) ; 
Answer, Mr. McKenna : 


Monitors 1N ELEMENTARY ScHOOLS.—Question, Mr. Bridgeman; Answer, Mr. 
McKenna 


SpectaL Grants.—Question, Mr. Bridgeman; Answer, Mr. McKenna 


Provision FoR New ScHoo.s.-—Questions, Mr. Bridgeman, Lord Balcarres ; 
Answers, Mr. McKenna - a i 


Wetsn Epvcation Department aND Epvucation Trusts.—Question Lord 
Edmund Talbot (Sussex, Chichester) ; Answer, Mr. McKenna 


Cost oF Primary Epvucation.—Question, Mr. Murphy (Kerry, E.); Answer, 
Mr. McKenna 


ELectTioN ExPeENDITURE.—Question, Mr. Crooks (Woolwich); Answer. The 
Attorney-General (Sir J. Walton, Leeds, 5.) = 


Ciirron Park AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENTS.—-Question, Sir J. Jardine (Rox- 
burghshire): Answer, Sir E. Strachey 


GOOSEBERRY CULTIVATION.--Question, Mr. Rowlands (Kent, Dartford); Answer, 
Sir Edward Strachey * ; 


EcCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION AND Estates Leases.—Question, Mr. Wedgwood ; 
Answer, Mr. Stuart Wortley (Sheffield, Hallam) es : 


ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSIONERS AND THE SUPPRESSION OF LICENSED Hovses.— 
Questions, Mr. C. Nicholson and Mr. Everett (Suffolk, Woodbridge) ; 


Answers, Mr. Stuart Wortley 


CROFTER CoMMISsION.—Question, Mr. Cathcart Wason (Orkney and Shet- 
land); Answer, The Secretary for Scotland (Mr. Sinclair, Forfarshire) 


ILLEGAL TRAWLING IN THE Moray FirraH.—Question, Mr. Weir; Answer, Mr. 
Sinclair 


TweEeED FisHery Prosecutions.—Question, Sir J. Jardine ; Answer, Mr. Sinclair 


Line Fisoine 1x THE Moray Firra.—Question, Mr. Annan Bryce (Inverness 
Burghs); Answer, Mr. Sinclair 


Istanp oF LEwis—SaniTaTIoN.—Question, Mr. Weir; Answer, Mr. Sinclair 


— 








a) 





0) 





TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
Mar, 11.) 


IstanD or Lewis-——Pusiic HeaLtrH.—Question, Mr. Weir; Answer, Mr. Sin- 
clair sp 


WHALE FiIsHERIES Br_tu.—Question, Mr. Sutherland; Answer, Mr. Sinclair 
HigHLAND Crorrers.—Question, Mr. Weir; Answer, Mr. Sinclair... .. ae 


{OSSLARE TELEGRAPH FaActiLirres.—Question, Mr. Ffrench {Wexford, S.); 
Answer, Mr. Sydney Buxton 


PostaL DELIVERIES NEAR THE RossLtARE RatLway.—Question, Mr. Ffrench ; 
Answer, Mr. Sydney Buxton ” ni 


GREYSTONES Harsour.—Question, Mr. W. Redmond (Clare, Bf.) ; Answer, Mr. 
Runciman 

Law OF COMPENSATION FoR Maricious IxJury.—Questions, Mr. Hayden 
(Roscommon, 8.); Answers, The Prime}Minister and First Lord of the 


Treasury (Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman, Stirling Burghs) 


SMALL Hoxpines BiLui.—Question, Mr. Rogers (Wiltshire, Devizes) ; Answer, Sir 
H. Campbell-Bannerman 


Potice Reports vo Irish JcpGes.—Questions, Mr. Hayden ; Answers, Sir 
H. Campbell-Bannerman ee 5 


CANADIAN WuHeatr Exports.—Questions, Mr. Remnant (Finsbury, Holborn) ; 
Answers, Mr. Lloyd-George 


Bustness or tHE Hovse.—Question, Mr. A. J. Balfour (City of London) ; 
Answer, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman 


New MemBer sworn.—John Henry Whitley, esquire, for the Borough of Halifax 


NEW BILL, 


Valuation (Ireland) Bill.‘ To effect an equitable administration of any 
new general Valuation in Ireland,” presented by Mr. James O’Connor ; 
supported by Mr. Field, Mr. Ffrench, and Mr. O'Malley; to be read a 
second time upon Friday, 12th April, and to be printed. [Bill 101] 


SuppLy [3rpD ALLOTTED Day].—Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair.] 


Civit SERVICES AND REVENUE DEPARTMENTS Estimates, 1907-8 (VoTE oN 
ACCOUNT). 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That a sum, not exceeding 
£21,410,000, be granted to His Majesty, on account, for or towards 
defraying the Charges for the following Civil Services and Revenue 
Departments for the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1908, viz. :-— 
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Crvit SERVICEs. 


Cxiass II. 
: £ 
Colonial Office . - - . . - . ‘ 25,000 
Crass IV. 
Scientific Investigation, ete. - - - - - 24,000 
Board of Education - - - - - - - 7,000,000 
Crass I. 
Royal Palaces - - - . - - 20,000 
Osborne . . - : - - 5,000 
Royal Parks and Pleasure Gardens - : . 50.000 
Houses of Parliament Buildings _ - - - - 20,000 
Salisbury Memorial - : - - - - ; -- 
Miscellaneous Legal Buildings, Great Britain 30,000 
Art and Science Buildings, Great Britain - - 25,000 
Diplomatic and Consular Buildings - - . 50.000 
Revenue Buildings - - - - - 210,000 
Public Buildings, Great Britain - - : 200,000 
Surveys of the United Kingdom - - - - 50,000 
Harbours under the Board of Trade - - - - 15,000 


Peterhead Harbour . - : - : = 10,000 
Rates on Government Property - - - - 290,000 
Public Works and Buildings, Ireland — - : : 95,000 


Railways, Ireland s : - = ‘ Z i 35.000 
Crass IT. 
United Kingdom and England :— 
House of Lords Offices - - - - - - 10,000 
House of Commons Offices - - - - : 20,000 
Treasury and Subordinate Departments - . 410.000 
Home Office : - 3 “ < : 70,000 
Foreign Office - - - - - . 24.000 
Privy Council Office - - - - - . : 5.000 


Board of Trade - - - - - - 90,000 
Mercantile Marine Services” - - - - - : 32,000 
Bankruptcy Department of the Board of Trade — - - 500 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries - - . ‘ 60,000 


Charity Commission . - - - - 15,000 
Civil Service Commission - - - - - - 17,000 
Exchequer and Audit Department - - - - - 25,000 
Friendly Societies Registry — - - - - - 3,000 
Local Government Board - - - - - - 85.000 
Lunacy Commission : - - - - 5,000 
Mint (including Coinage) ° - : - - - 5 
National Debt Office — - - - - - . . 6.000 
Public Record Office — - - - - - - - 10,000 
Public Works Loan Commission — - : - - - 500 
Registrar General’s Office — - - - - - - 15,000 


Stationery and Printing - - - . - - 330,000 
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Woods, Forests, etc., Office of - - - - 
Works and Public Buildings, ( Office of - 


Secret Service - . 


Scotland :— 


Secretary for Scotland, Office of 

Fishery Board - - 

Lunacy Commission - 

Registrar General’s Office = - - . - - : 
Local Government Board - - - - - 


Ireland :-— 


Lord-Lieute nant’s Household - - - - 
Chief Secretary’s Offices and Subordinate De partments - 
Department of Agriculture and Te. nical Instruction 
Charitable Donations and ae aed Office 

Local Government Board — - - 

Public Record Office - 

Public Works Office 

Registrar General’s Office 

Valuation and Boundary Survey — - - - - 


Crass III. 


United Kingdom and England :— 


Law Charges - - 

Miscellaneous Le wit Expenses 

Supreme Court of Judicature 

Land Registry 

County Courts - 

Police, England and W ital 

Prisons, England and the Colonies - - . - 
Reformatory and Industrial Schools, Great Britain - 
Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic Asylum 


Scotland :— 


Law Charges and Courts of Law 
Register House, Edinburgh 
Crofters Commission - - - - : 


Prisons 2 é : ‘ : : 
Treland :— 


saw Charges and Criminal Prosecutions - - 
Supreme Court of Judicature, and other Legal a seine 
Land Commission - - - - 

County Court Officers, ete. 

Dublin Metropolitan Police 

Royal Irish Constabulary 

Prisons - - - - - - - 
Reformatory and Industrial Schools - 

Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asvlum - - - 


£ 
8,000 
34,000 
40,000 


25,000 
5,000 
2 500 
1,500 
5,000 


2,000 
10,000 
90,000 

1,000 
30,000 

2,000 
16,0006 

5,000 

7,000 


30,000 
28,000 
140,000 
16,000 
9 


15,000 
320,000 
130,000 

12,000 


30,000 
15,000 

2,000 
35,000 


25,000 
43,000 
100,000 
45,000 
60,000 
600,000 
52,000 
55,000 
4,000 
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Crass IV. 


United Kingdom and England :— 


British Museum 
National Gallery 


National Portrait Gallery 


Wallace Collection 
Universities and 


Scotland :— 


Public Education 
National Galleries 


Treland :— 
Public Education 


Endowed Schools Commissioners 


National Gallery 
Queen’s Colleges 


Colleges, 
mediate Education, 


Britain, 


Great 
Wales- 
Cass Y. 


Diplomatic and Consular Services 


Colonial Services 
Telegraph Subsidies 
Cyprus (Grant-in-Aid) 


and Pacifie Cable 


Ciass VI. 


Superannuation and Retired Allowances 


Miscellaneous Charitable and other Allowances 
Hospitals and Charities, Ireland 


= 60,000 
- 10,000 
“ 3.000 
E : 3,000 
Inter- 

: 60,000 


and 


a 850.009 
3.000 


760,000 
400 
2,000 
2,500 


259,000 
350,000 
25,000 
49.000 


300,000 
1,150 
17,000 


Savings Banks and Friendly Societies Deficiencies — - - = 


Temporary Commissions 
Miscellaneous Expenses 


Crass VIJ. 


Repayment to the Local Sides — 


Ireland Development Grant 


Total for Civil Services 


REVENUE DEPARTMENTS. 


Customs 
Inland Revenue 
Post Office : 


Total for Revenue Departments 


Grand Total 


28,000 
7,945 


100,000 


- £1 3, 980, 000 


350,000 
2 - - 830,000 
- 6,250,000 


£7,430,000 


- = = £21,410,000 
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Mar, 12.) Page 
Mr. Lyttelton (St. George’s, Hanover Square)... 238 ae .. 1278 

The Under Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. Churchill, Man- 
chester, N.W.) .. Le oni i Sa .- 1289 
Mr. Bonar Law (Camberw ell, Dulw ich) <4 1304 

The Secretary of State for Foreign asia Sir Edward Grey, North- 
umberland, Berwick) .. Va , - ni 55 .. 1309 
Sir Gilbert Parker (Gravesend) oi si = sed a <« Loni 


Motion made, and Question proposed, “* That Item, Class IT., Vote 6 (Colonial 
Office), be reduced by £1,000.” —(Sir Gilbert Parker.) 


Major Seely (Liverpool, Abercromby) usd ‘ - i ;.« dase 
Mr. F. E. Smith (Liverpool, Walton) 20s : 4 1s Looe 
Mr. Soares (Devonshire, Barnstaple) “i 7 ws. Lose 
Sir F. Banbury (City of London) .. , - .. 1334 
Mr. Molteno (Dumfriesshire) as - “3 .. 1340 
Mr. J. Ward (Stoke-on-Trent} sf at ; ta 3 een 
Mr. Alden (Middlesex, Tottenham) ; 2 a6 ss 3« J2356 
Mr. Jesse ( ‘llings (Birmingham, Borde view uf) ee és oe ce 1354 
Mr. A. J. Balfour (City of London) : 1360 
The Prime Minister and First Lord of the co T] ‘aie H. Campbe IL. 
Bannerman), Stirling Burghs te Bs re an -. 1367 


Question put. 

The Committee divided :—Ayes, 107; Noes, 283. (Division List No. 39.) 
Original Question put, and agreed to. 

Resolution to be reported To-morrow ; Committee to sit again To-morrow. 


Adjourned at sixteen minutes after Eleven o’clock. 





HOUSE OF LORDS: TUESDAY, 12rH MARCH, 1907, 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


The Lord CHANCELLOR acquainted the House, That the Clerk of the Parliaments 
had laid upon the Table the Certificate from the Examiners that the further 
Standing Orders applicable to the following Bill have been complied with . 
Middlesbrough, Stockton-on-Tees, and Thornaby Tramways [H.L.] 


The same was ordered to lie on the Table is : “3 .- 1377 
Weston-super-Mare Grand Pier Bill [1.L.|.—The Chairman of Committees 
informed the House that the opposition to the Bill was withdrawn. The order 
made on the 28th of February last discharged, and Bill committed for 


Tuesday next <s ‘4 ut a ss 4 Xs = .. 1377 


West Riding Tramways Bill [u.1].—Reported, without Amendment 1377 
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Royal Insurance Company Bill Bit [u.L.]; Medway Lower Navigation Bill 
[u.L.]; West Yorkshire Tramways Bill [H.t.]; Folkestone, Sandgate, and 
Hythe Tramways Bill [H..].—Reported, with Amendments 


Newquay and District Water Bill [4.1.]—The consent of the Prince of Wales 
signified ; and Bill reported, with Amendments ve be . 


Manchester Ship Canal (Various Powers) Bill [1.1.].—The King’s consent 
signified ; and Bill reported from the Select Committee. with Amendments 


Humber Conservancy Bill [x...].—Report of the Board of Trade on the Hum- 
ber Conservancy Bill [H.u.]. Ordered to be laid before the House.—(The 
Lord Granard (EZ. Granard). : 


Humber Conservancy Bill [u...].—Report respecting. Laid before the House 
(pursuant to Order of this day), and to be printed. (No. 14.) 


tETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
AUSTRALIA.—Report of the Royal Commission on Old-age Pension 


Cuariry Commission.—Fifty-Fourth Report of the Charity Commissioners for 
England and Wales 


EpucaTion (ScoTLanpD).—Regulations for the preliminary education, training, 
and certification of teachers for various grades of schools, 1907. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered to lie on the Table 
Sea anp Coast Fisueries Funp (IreLtanp) (Non-concestep Districrs).— 
Account for the year ended 31st December, 1906. Laid before the House 
(pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on the Table 
TRAWLING IN THE Moray Firtn. 
The Earl of Onslow Pe 
Lord Hamilton of Dalziel 
The Marquess of Lansdowne 
Lord Heneay 
The Lord Chancellor (Le ord Leltian’ 


House adjourned at ten minutes before Five o'clock, till To 
morrow, half-past Ten o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: TUESDAY, 12rH MARCH, 1907. 


The House met at a quarter before Three of the Clock. 


New Wrir.—New Writ for the County of Northumberland (Hexham Division) 
in the room of the Hon. Wentworth Canning Blackett Beaumont, now 
Baron Allendale, called up to the House of Peers.—(Mr. Whiteley.) .. 1384 
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PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Private Bitts (STANDING OnpER 62 CompLieD witH).—Mr. SPEAKER laid upon 
the Table Report from one of the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, 
That, in the case of the following Bill, referred on the First Reading thereof, 
Standing Order 62 has been complied with, viz.:—Alexandra (Newport and 
South Wales) Docks and Railway (General Powers) Bill. 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time... 2, ne Pe 


Private BILis (STANDING ORDER 63 CoMPLIED WITH).—-Mr. SPEAKER laid upon 
the Table Report from one of the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills, 
That, in the case of the following Bill, referred on the First Reading thereof, 
Standing Order 63 has been complied with, viz. :—Boston Spa Gas Bill. 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time 


Gray’s and Tilbury Gas Bill,—Read a second time, and committed - 


Divorce Bitts.—Mr. Attorney-General, Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland, Sir 
Edward Carson, Mr. Cave, Sir David Brynmor Jones, Sir John Kennaway, 
Sir Joseph Leese, The Lord Advocate, and Mr. Solicitor-General were 
nominated Members of the Select Committee on Divorce Bills.—(Mr. 
Attorney-General.) 

Metropolitan Police Provisional] Order Bill; Marriages Provisional Order 
Bill.— Read a second time, and committed. im ~ 


Rattway Bitts (Group No. 1).—Ordered, that Zachariah Hornby do attend the 
Committee on Group No. 1 of Railway Bills on Thursday next, at half-past 
Eleven of the Clock 


STANDING OrnpDERS.—Resolutions reported from the Select Committee. 


* That, in the case of the London County Council (Tramways and Im- 
provements), Petition for Bill, the Standing Orders ought to be dispensed 
with :—That the parties be permitted to proceed wth their Bill, on the con- 
dition that the powers to construct Tramways Nos. 1a, 2, 24, 2B, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, and 94 are struck out of the Bill :—That the Committee on the Bill do 
report how far such Order has been complied with.” 


* That, in the case of the Cavehill and Whitewell Tramways Bill [Lords], 
the Standing Orders ought to be dispensed with :—That the parties be 
permitted to proceed with their Bill on the condition that the following 
Amendments be made in Clause 6 of the Bill, namely— 


(a) The omission of the words ‘“‘ at their own cost,” in the second 
line of the Clause ; 

(b) The omission of so much of the Clause as requires that the works 
shall be carried out under the superintendence and to the reasonable 
satisfaction of the engineer of the promoters, and provides for the 
determination of differences between the said ei.gineer and the corpora- 
tion by arbitration ; and 

(c) The omission of Sub Clause (2) of the Clause relating to the 
payment by the corporation of liquidated damages. 
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That the Committee on the Bill do report how far such Order has been 
complied with.” 


“That, in the case of the Channel Tunnel Railway Bill, the Standing 
Orders ought to be dispensed with :—That the parties be permitted to 
proceed with their Bill, on the condition that all reference to the London, 
Chatham, and Dover Railway Company is struck out of Clauses 57, 58, and 
59 of the Bill :—That the Committee on the Bill do report how far such Order 
has been complied with.” 


“ That, in the case of the London County Council (General Powers) Bill, 
Petition for dispensing with Standing Order 128 in the case of the Petition of 
‘Lord Edmund Talbot and others. the Trustees of Providence (Row) 
Night Refuge and Home,’ the said Standing Order ought to be dispensed 
with ” 


Resolutions agreed to. 


Channel Tunnel Railway Bill.—Report [this dav] from the Select Committee 


on Standing Orders read ; 
Bill ordered to be read a second time 


PETITIONS. 


Coat Mines (Eicur Hours) Bi_t.—Petitions in favour; from Bradford ; 


Chickerley Heath; Heage; Manvers (No. 2) Branch; and New Moss 
Collieries ; to lie upon the Table .. ee oe 


East INDIA AND CuinAa (Opium TRADE).—Petitions for suppression; from 


Dunoon ; and, Wilmslow ; to lie upon the Table 


Petition from Egginton, for alteration of Law ; to lie upon the Table 


Lievor Trarric (LocaL Option) ScortaNpD) Biti.—Petition from Dunoon, in 


favour ; to lie upon the Table 


MARRIAGE WITH A Decreased Wire’s Sister Biti.—Petition from Morpeth, 


against ; to lie upon the Table 


Monastic AND CoNVENTUAL INstirutIoNns.—Petition from Dunoon, for Govern- 


ment inspection ; to lie upon the Table .. 


Weicuts AND Measvres (Metric System) Bitt.—Petition from Reading, in 


favour; to lie upon the Table 


Women’s ENFRANCHISEMENT Bi_t.—Petition from Gloucester, in favour; to 


lie upon the Table .. 


VETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


Sea anp Coast Fisheries Funp (IRELAND) (NoN-CoNGEsSTED DistTRIcTs).— 
Account presented for the year ended 31st December, 1906 [by Act]; to 
lie upon the Table .. ia ie - es Ke - - 
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Ucanpa Rattway Acts, 1896 anp 1902.—Account presented, showing the 
money issued from the Consolidated Fund under the provisions of the 
Uganda Railway Acts, 1896 (59 and 60 Vic., c. 38), and 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 40), 
and of the money expended and borrowed, and securities created under the 
said Acts, to 31st March, 1906, together with the Report of the Comptroller 
and Auditor-General thereon [by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 74.] a = a a - “s - oe 


EpucaTIon (SCOTLAND).—Copy presented, of Regulations for the preliminary 
education, training, and certification of teachers for various grades of schools 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table .. = +n “s os 


AustRAL1A.—Copy presented, of Report of the Royal Commission on Old-age 
Pensions [by Command]; to lie upon the Table 


Attens (NATURALISATION).—Return presented, relative thereto [Address, 28th 
February ; Mr. Herbert Samuel] ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 75.] ee és i 


Suop Hours Act, 1904.—Copy presented, of Order made by the Council of the 
Borough of Newport (Isle of Wight), and confirmed by the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, fixing the Hours of Closing for certain 
classes of shops within the Borough [by Act] ; to lie upon the Table .. 


BoarD oF Epucation.—Copy presented, of Judgments of the Divisional Court, 
Court of Appeal, and House of Lords in the case of the King v. the County 
Council of the West Riding of Yorkshire [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table $i + ie pa me me an ey 


Treaty Sertes (No. 9, 1907).— Copy presented, of Agreement between the United 
Kingdom and Switzerland, respecting Commercial Travellers’ Samples, signed 
at Berne, 20th February, 1907 [by Command]; to lie upon the Table 


DEATHS FROM STARVATION OR ACCELERATED BY PRIVATION (LONDON).—Address 
for “ Return of the number of Deaths in the administrative county of 
London in the year 1906, wpon which a coroner’s jury has returned a verdict 
of Death from Starvation or Death accelerated by Privation ; together with 
any observations furnished to the Local Government Board by boards of 
guardians with reference to cases included in the Return (in continuation of 
Parliamentary Paper, No. 304, of Session 1906).”—(IM/r. Talbot) 


ForEIGN TRADE AND Commerce.—Return ordered, “of Monthly Accounts re- 
lating to the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions.” —(Mr. Lloyd-George.) 


Post Orrice (LiverpooL AND Honea Kone Matt Conrracr).—Order [6th 
March] fora Return relative thereto, and Orders [6th March] that the said 
Return do lie upon the Table and be printed, read, and discharged ; and, 
instead thereof— 


Post Orrice (LiverrooL AND Hone Kone Maiti Contract).—Copy ordered, 
** of the Contract, dated the 2nd day of February, 1907, with the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company for the conveyance of the Mails between Liverpool 
and Hong Kong, for the period from the 7th day of April, 1906, to the 6th 
day of April, 1908, together with a copy of the Treasury Minute thereon, 
dated the 27th day of February, 1907.”—(Mr. Runciman.) 
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Copy presented accordingly ; to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. 


[No. 76.] ™ 
Army (RecurrENT ExpenpDiTURE).—Address for “ Return showing approxi- 
mately the Recurrent Army Expenditure provided for in the current Esti- 
mates (1907-8), classified (with due proportionate charges for administra- 
tion, pension, transport, etc.) under the following heads and sub-heads— 


(1) Mobile defence— 


(a) Troops Abroad (exclusive of India) available for field service. 
(b) Troops at Home available for field service at Home or Abroad. 
(c) Troops at Home available for field service at Home only. 

(2) Fixed garrisons— 
(d) Abroad (naval bases and coaling stations). 
(e) Naval ports at Home. 
(/) Commercial ports at Home, including Woolwich and London. 


(3) The annual interest on the Expenditure under the Military Works 
Loans Acts :— 


(g) Fixed defences and their garrisons. 
(h) Field Army. 


(4) The establishments on which the tables are based. 
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Halpin (Clare, W.); Answer, Mr. Birrell . 1390 
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N.); Answer, Mr. Birrell es . 1390 : 
DUBLIN ScHOOL OF ART—APPOINTMENT OF HEAD Master AND HEAD MistREss.— 
Question, Mr. Gwynn (Galway); Answer, Mr. Birrell 139] 
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Suppty [26TH Fesruary] Reeorr.— 


Order read, for resuming Adjourned Debate [6th March] on Amendment to 
Second Resolution, “ That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £10,000, 
be granted to His Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in 
course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst day of March, 
1907, for the Salaries and other Expenses of Temporary Commissions, 
Committees, and Special Inquiries.” 


Which Amendment was— 
** To leave out ‘ £10,000,’ and insert ‘ £9,000." °—(.Wr. Dillon.) 


‘Question again proposed, “ That ‘ £10,000’ stand part of the said Resolu- 
tion.” 


Lord Robert Cecil (Marylebone, E.) 
Mr. Ashley (Lancashire, Blackpool) 


The Parliamentary Secretary to the Local Government B ard (Dr. Mae- 


namara, Camberwell, W.) 

Mr. J. Ward (Stoke-on-Trent) 

Lord Balcarres (Lancashire, Chorley) 

Mr. Rees (Montgomery Boroughs) 

Mr. George Faber (York) .. ae 

Sir F. Banbury (City of London) .. 

Mr. Ellis Davies (Carnarvonshire, Eifion) 

Mr. Stanley Wilson (Yorkshire, EL, MHolilerness) 

Sir Gilbert Parker (Gravesend) ‘ 

Mr. Brace (Glamorganshire, S.) 

Mr. Courthope (Sussex, Rye) 

The Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury ( (Sir # Cam pe M- 
Bannerman, Stirling Burghs) a 

Mr. er (St. George's, Hanover Square) 

Mr. T. L. Corbett (Down, N.) oi 

Mr. William Abraham (Glamorganshire Rhondda) 

Mr. Morton (Sutherland) 393 i 

Mr. Moore (Armagh, W.) .. a ae 

Sir Alfred Thomas (Glamorganshire, E.) 

Captain Craig (Down, E.) 5 - 4 a 

The President of the Board of Trade (Mr. Lloyd-George, Carnarvon 
Boroughs) “3 mh a ts 

Mr. Hugh Law (Donegal, W. ) , a 

The Financial Secretary to the Tre asury (Mr. Runei man, De uw sbury) ~ 

Mr. Akers Douglas (Kent, St. Augustine's) we hh - 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Amendment proposed— 
“* To leave out ‘ £10,000,’ and insert * £9,900.’ °—(Sir F. Banbury.) 
Question put, “ That ‘ £10,000’ stand part of the said Resolution.” 
The House divided :—Ayes, 331; Noes, 81. (Division List No. 41.) 


Resolution agreed to. 
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Suppry [2Ilsr Fepruary] Report. 


Resolutions reported. 


Civit Services AND Revenue DEPARTMENTS (SUPPLEMENTARY) ESTIMATES, 
1906-7. 
Crass I. 


‘* That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £2,300, be granted to 
His Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending on the 3lst day of March, 1907, for the Royal Parks 
and Pleasure Gardens.” 


2. “ That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £11,900, be granted to 
His Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending on the 3lst dav of March, 1907, for Houses of 
Parliament Buildings.” 


Crass II. 


** That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £1,550, be granted to His 
Majesty to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1907, for the Salaries and Expenses 
in the Offices of the House of Commons.” 


‘That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £255, be granted to His 
saat. to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1907, for the Salaries and Expenses 
of the Offices of the Chief Secretary in Dublin and London, and Expenses 
under the Inebriates Acts.” 


Crass I I’, 


‘That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £2,000, be granted to 
His Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment 
during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1907, for such of the Salaries 
and Expenses of the Supreme Court of Judicature as are not charged on 
the Consolidated Fund.” 


6. “ That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £140, be granted to His 
Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1907, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Establishment of the Crofters’ Commission.” 


Crass IV, 
7. “ That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £11,000, be granted to 
His Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment 


during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1907, for Grants towards 
the Expenditure of certain School Boards in Scotland.” 


First Resolution read a second time. 


Mr. Claude Hay (Shoreditch, ne 
Sir F. Banhury 
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Amendment proposed— 
“ To leave out ‘ £2,300,’ and insert ‘ £2,200. ”°—(Mr. Claude Hay.) 
Question proposed, “ That ‘ £2,300’ stand part of the said Resolution.” 
The First Commissioner of Works (Mr. Harcourt, Lancashire, Rossendale) 1493 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Resolution agreed to. 


Second Resolution read a second time. 


Sir F. Banbury 2% ‘ * ee “6 +6 .. 1494 
Mr. Lupton (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) as “ és eh .. 1495 
Colonel Lockwood eens Epping) : ea - is a .. 1495 
Mr. Harcourt . “7% re on os a .. 1496 


Resolution agreed to. 


Third Resolution read a second time. 


Mr. Claude Hay... ¥% ail = i “i re: ~« 1407 
Mr. Runciman - is re ate .. 1497 
Mr. Victor Cavendish (Derbyshire, W. sin - a wis .. 1498 


esolution agreed to. 
Fourth Resolution read a second time, 

Sir F. Banbury - ‘a , de os vs ; ~» 1498 
Amendment proposed— 


* To leave out ‘ £255,’ and insert ‘ £55.” °—(Sir F. Banbury.) 


Question proposed, “ That * £255 ° stand part of the said Resolution.” 


The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Birrell, Bristol, N.) . 0 .. 1499 
Mr. Bridgeman (Shropshire, Oswestry) .. ‘ ne sm . 0501 
Mr. Markham (Nottinghamshire, Mansfield) Bi ; a3 ... 1503 
Lord Balcarres (Lancashire, Chorley) 3% ar 9 bre =. 1502 
Mr. Leif Jones (Westmorland, Appleby) .. a id KA .. 1502 
Mr. Nield (Middlesex, Ealing) se a, se o's a .. 1503 


Question put, and agreed to. 

Resolution agreed to. 

Subsequent Resolutions agreed to. 
Suppty [6rH Marcu] Report. 


Qo Resolution reported. 
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Mar. 12.) Page 
Army (SUPPLEMENTARY) Estimate, 1906-7. 
“ That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding £100, be granted to His 
Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 3lst day of March, 1907, for additional Expenditure 
in respect of the following Army services, viz. :— 
i 
Vote 5. Volunteer Corps, Pay, Allowances, etc. - . - 439,000 
Vote 12. Miscellaneous Effective Services = - : . - 20,000 
459,000 
Less Surpluses on other Votes - - - 458,900 
100” 
Resolution read a second time. 
Motion made, and Question proposed, “ That this House doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Resolution.” 
Sir F. Banbury .. 1504 
Mr. George Faber .. . 1506 
Mr. Fell (Great Yarmouth) . 1506 
And, it being a quarter past Eight of the Clock, further proceeding was 
postponed without Question put, pursuant to Standing Order No. 4. 
MARINE Works IN IRELAND. 
Mr. Mooney (Newry) = .. 1507 
Mr. Ffrench (Wexford, 8S.) . 1512 
Motion made and Question proposed, “* That, in the opinion of this House, 
the sea fisheries of Ireland stand in urgent need of development with a 
view to the employment of the people, and to stem the tide of emigra- 
tion ; and that the proper development of these fisheries and the sub- 
sidiary industries dependent upon them can only be attained by the 
speedy passing of a Marine Works Act similar to the Act already passed 
(but largely in abeyance) in connection with the congested districts, 
but modified to suit the circumstances of the other parts of the country.” 
—(Mr. Mooney.) 
Mr. Moore (Armagh, N.) .. « POL 
Mr. William Redmond (Clare, E. ) .- 1520 
Mr. Barrie (Londonderry, N.) ee .. 1522 
Sir Thomas Esmonde (Wexford, N.) .. 1524 
Mr. Sloan (Belfast, S.) : : . 1526 
The Chief Secretary for Ireland (Mr. Birrell, Bristol, N. ) ve E527 
Mr. Walter Long (Dublin, 8S.) : .. 1534 
Mr. Power (Waterford, E,) . 1537 
Captain Craig (Down, B} . 1538 


And, it being Eleven of the clock, the debate stood adjourned. | 
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Supp.y [6TH Marcu] Report. 


Postponed Proceeding on Question, ** That this House doth agree with 
the Committee in the Resolution, ‘ That a Supplementary sum, not exceed- 
ing £100, be granted to His Majesty, to defray the Charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1907, 
for additional Expenditure in respect of the following Army services, viz. :— 


£ 

Vote 5. Volunteer Corps, Pay, Allowances, etc. - - 439,000 

Vote 12. Miscellaneous Effective Services - - - - 20,000 

459,000 

Less Surpluses on other Votes - - - - 458,900 

100°” 

The Secretary of State for War (Mr. Haldane, enti ati .. 1539 
Mr. Rawlinson (Cambridge University) .. ‘% 7" .. 1540 
Mr. Bowles (Lambeth, Norwood) .. 93 .. 1541 
(4 The Financial Secretary to the Treasury ses Runciman, Dew sbur y) .. 1542 
06 Mr. Victor Cavendish : a - bd .. 1544 
06 Mr. Leif Jones (W estmoreland, Appleby) ie ‘ik a .. 1545 
Mr. Walter Long .. ‘ os a - .. 1546 


Question put. 
The House divided :—Ayes, 208; Noes, 51. (Division List No. 42.) 

as Ways AND MEANS. 
‘ 
12 Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


1. Resolved, That, towards making good the Supply granted to His Majesty 
for the service of the year ending on the 31st day of March, 1907, the 
sum of £71,715 be granted out of the Consolidated Fund of the United 
Kingdom. 


2. Motion made, and Question proposed, “‘ That, towards making good the 
Supply gr. ranted to His Majesty for the service of the year ending on the 
31st day of March, 1908, the sum of £38,114,700 be granted out of the 
Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom.” 


Question put, and agreed to. 


2 

4 5 

6; Resolutions to be reported to-morrow. Committee to sit again to-morrow 1551 
ais 

4 And, it being after half-past Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday evening, Mr. 

7 Speaker. adjourned the House without Question put, pursuant to the 

8 Standing Order. 


Adjourned at two minutes after Twelve o’clock. 


Enp or TABLE oF ConTENTS To Vou. CLXX. 
VOL. CLXX. [Fourrn Series]. k 








“daquiayy » fig Wwoistaad sagporpne yooodsy wy JO PUOUIIMAMMUOD 2YQ YD t> Ysriaysp up 














mber. 


revision by “t Me 


Speech iucdicates 


(*) at the commencement of «a 


* 


A sterish: 


Aan 


THE 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES 


(AUTHORISED EDITION) 


IN 


THE 


SECOND SESSION or THE TWENTY-EIGHTH PARLIAMENT OF THE UNITED 


Kincpom or GREAT BRITAIN axnpd IRELAND, ApPoinTED To MEET 


THE TWELFTH Day oF FEBR 


REIGN OF 


UARY IN THE SEVENTH YEAR OF THE 


HIS MAJESTY KING EDWARD VIL. 


SECOND VOLUME 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
27th February, 1907. 


BILL BUSINESS. 


Wednesday, 
PRIVATE 


Fitz Gerald’s Divorce Bill [H.L.]}. 
Witnesses ordered to attend on the 
Second Reading. 


Borax Consolidated Bill [H.L.]. Read 


24, and committed. 


Manchester Ship Canal (Bridgewater 
Canal) Bill [H.L.]; Manchester Ship 
Canal (Various Powers) Bill{H.L.]. Read 
2", and committed. The Committees to 
be proposed by the Committee of Selec- 
tion. 


Metropolitan Railway (Pension Fund) 
Bill [H.L.]. Read 2*, and committed. 


Royal Insurance Company Bill [H.1.]}. 
Read 2%, and committed. The Committee 
to be proposed by the Committee of 
Selection. 


VOL. CLXX. [FourtH SERIEs]. 


OF SESSION 1907. 





Staveley Coal and Iron Company Bill 
| {H.L.]. Read 2%, and committed. 


Medway Lower Navigation Bill [.1.] ; 
Newquay and District Water Bill Her ; 
Southend Water Bill [H.u.]. Read 2°, 
and committed. The Committees to be 
proposed by the Committee of Selection. - 


West Riding Tramways Bill [4.1.]; 
Wisbech Water Bill [H.L.]. Read 2%, and 
' committed, 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
COLONIES (MISCELLANEOUS). ==. 
No. 40. Northern Nigeria. Memoran- 
}dum on the taxation of natives in 
| Northern Nigeria, by Sir F. Lugard, 
| K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O., late High Com- 


| missioner. 


TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 
_No. 3746, Denmark (Trade and Ship- 
ping for 1905 (Supplementary). 
A 





3 Standing 
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES (AGRICULTURAL STA- 
TISTICS, 1906). 
Vol. XLI., Part II. Return of produce 
of crops in Great Britain, with summaries 
for the United Kingdom. 


FACTORY AND WORKSHOP (PHOS. 
PHOROUS POISONING AT MESSRS. 
MORELAND’S MATCH FACTORY, 
GLOUCESTER). | 
Report to the Secretary of State for } 

the Home Department, by H. H. 38. 





Cunynghame, LEsq., C.B., Assistant | 
Under-Secretary of State and B. A. | 
Whitelegge, Ksq., C.B, M.D., His 


Majesty s Chief Inspector of Factories, 
on the circumstances attending a fatal 
ease of phosphorous poisoning at the 
match factory of Messrs. Moreland & Co., 
Gloucester. 


AKTERIAL DRAINAGE (IRELAND). 
Report of the Vice-regal Arterial | 
Drainage Commission (Ireland), 1905. | 
Presented (by Command), and ordered | 
to lie on the Table. | 





CHURCH TEMPORALITIES (IRELAND). bas 


{LORDS} 





Orders Committee. 4 


Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889, for 
the year 1905-1906. 


Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


BRIDLINGTON PIERS AND HARBOUR. 


Abstract of annual general account for 
the year ended 26th July, 1906: De 
livered (pursuant to Act), and ordered to 
lie on the Table. 


NEW BILL. 


MUNICIPAL REPRESENTATION BILL 
[H.L. }. 

A Bill to authorise the introduction of 

proportional representation in municipal 


| elections ; and for other purposes—Was 


presented by the Lord Courtney of 
Penwith ; read 1*; to be printed; and 


to be read 2* on Tuesday the 12th of 


March next. (No. 8). 


STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. 


Appointed : The Lords following, with 
Chairman of Committees, were 


Accounts of the Irish Land Commission | named of the Committee :— 


in respect of Church Temporalities in 
Ireland, for the year ended 31st March, 
1906, and from 26th July, 1869 (the date 
of the Irish Church Act) to 31st March, 


D. Bedford. 
D. Marlborough. 


K. Crewe. V. Churchill. 
(L. President.) L. Zouche of 
Haryvngworth. 
L. Barnard. 


906 ; together with the report of J r ; 
1905 ; together 4 tho report of ‘the | D. Northumberland. L. Balfour. 


Comptroller and Auditor-General thereon. 


M. Lansdowne. L. Ribblesdale. 


M. Salisbury. L. Colchester. 
PENAL SERVITUDE ACTS, 1853-1891 M. Bath. L. Poltimore. 
(CONDITIONAL LICENCE), E. Derby. L. Kintore. 


Licence granted by His Majesty to | E. Denbigh. 
E. Chesterfield. L. Belper. 


Jenny Lang, a convict under detention 


(E.. Kintore.) 





in Aylesbury Prison, permitting her to 





E. Jersey. L. 


Brougham and 


be at large on condition that she enter | K. Lauderdale. Vaux. 
the Home of St. John the Baptist, | E. Waldegrave. L. Kinnaird. 
London, 8. W. | E. Cadogan. L. Hylton. 
| E. Howe. L. hg er 

ee ee : ian | as Comerst: (E. Erne.) 
Farr eeesene Me SAD) ACT, — | i, Camperdown. L. Herries. 

Annual report of the state of the| f, Partrey, L. Monkswell. 
finances of the University of Edinburgh | (2, | ytton. l,. Newton. 
under the provision of Section 30 of the | jz, Carrington. L. Welby. 
Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889, for} vy. Sidmouth. L. Ludlow. 
the year 1905-1906. VY. Knateford. 


Annual statistical report by the Uni- | 
versity Court of the University of 





Edinburgh to the Secretary for Scotland 
under the provisions of Section 30 of the 


All petitions relating to the Standing 
Orders which shall be presented during 
the present session referred to the Com- 
mittee unless otherwise ordered. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS OFFICES. | 
Select Committee appointed : The | 
Lords following, with the Lord Chan- | 
cellor, the Lord President, the Lord | 
Privy Seal, and the Chairman of Com- | 
mittees, were named of the Committee :— | 
D. Northumberland. V. Cross. | 
M. Bath. V. Peel. 
M. Cholmondeley. V. Knutsford. 
M. Breadalbane. V. Churchill. 


3. Liverpool. V. Selby. 

(L. Steward.)  L, Balfour 
E. Clarendon. L. Ribblesdale. 
j. Chesterfield. L. Colchester. 
E. Waldegrave. L. Rosebery. 


4 


j. Spencer. (E. Rosebery.) 


E. Mount Edgeumbe.L. Kintore. 

{. Belmore. (E. Kintore.) 
E. Cawdor. L. Belper. 

E. Camperdown. LL. Tweedmouth. 
E. Ancaster. L. Monk Bretton. 
E. Carrington. L. Macnaghten. 
KE. Halsbury. L. Welby. 

E. Plymouth. L. Burghclere. 

V. Gordon. L. Colebroke. 


(E. Aberdeen.) 


THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC IN WEST 
AFRICA. 

*THe LORD ARCHBISHOP or CAN- 
TERBURY: My Lords, I rise to eall 
attention to the subject of the importation 
and sale of intoxicating liquor in West 
Africa, especially in Lagos and Nigeria ; 
and to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies for further information on the 
subject. 


Less than two years have passed since 
I had the honour of calling the attention 
of your Lordships to this matter,f and it 
might seem unnecessary to raise the 
question again but for one or two con- 
siderations. First of all, I regard this as 
no local orc merely financial or technical 
matter, but as one involving the very 
largest principles which govern the rela- | 
tion we bear to the nativeraces in different 
parts of the world with whom we are 
brought into direct contact ; and it is im- 
possible, in my view, and herein I am 
supported by the best authorities, to 
exaggerate, in connection with that 
relationship, the importance of this | 
particular point. But there are other | 
reasons why what I said a year anda half | 
ago requires to be restated, or the subject 





+ See (4) Debates, exlvii., 826 ef sez. 
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reintroduced, now. I was then answered, 
on behalf of the Colonial Office, by the 
Duke of Marlborough, and I think any of 
your Lordships who refer to what was said 
on that occasion will see that the noble 
Duke, referring to the points I had brought 
forward, stated that there were some 


of them requiring further inquiry, and he 


promised that they should be looked into. 
I think that when looked into it will be 


; found that some of the supposed facts 


which the noble Duke then stated to the 
House were based on wrong information. 


Since the time when this matter was 
last before your Lordships a Convention 


| has been held at Brussels in accordance 
with the promise of the noble Marquess 


the present Leader of the Opposition. It 
was held in the autumn of 1906, and I 
desire to have a little further information 
as to the result of the consideration there 
given to this particular subject. Most of 
, all, my Lords, the matter is, to my mind, 
important because of the very prosaic but 
vital fact that the railway is weekly or 
monthly advancing and bringing with it 
| fresh difficulties which we have hitherto 
not been called upon to face. 
} 


May I for a moment remind your 
Lordships of the geographical situation 
of the countries I am referring to? In 
the strip of the coast of West Africa 
which runs from east to west there is 
along the sea-line the Colony of Lagos 
and the - rotectorate of Southern Nigeria. 
Behind is a hinterland cut off entirely 
from the sea, comprising the very much 
larger Protectorate of Northern Nigeria, 
the population of which is roughly esti- 
mated at about 10,000,000 of people as 
against 6,000,000 in the southern region ; 
and the matter which is now, to my mind, 
most pressingly urgent for consideration 
relates to the Northern Nigerian territory 
with that immense population. As 
regards the Jaws prevalent on this subject 
now, in Southern Nigeria there is a 
restriction upon the sale of liquor by 
means of a tariff, and in the Colony 
of Lagos by means of heavy licences. 
In Northern Nigeria, the great region 
that lies away from the sea, where the 


|people are far less in contact with 


Juropean life and trade, there is as yet 
total prohibition of the sale of liquor in 
any form, and it is in consequence of the 
danger lest we now interfere with that 
prohibition—it is for that reason that I 
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want specially to again call your Lord- 
ships’ attention to the matter. 


It is almost unnecessary to multiply 
quotations to show what has been felt by 
those best qualified to judge as to the 
peril involved to the native races from 
the introduction of that liquor for whose 
introduction we are, in large part, if not 
wholly, responsible in the regions which 
are directly under our control. Mr. 
Chamberlain, who identified himself many 
years ago with this movement and has 
spoken again and again on the question, 
used these words when Colonial Secretary 
in 1889, in answer to a deputation— 

*T do not think I am a fanatic, and no one, 

I hope, has called me a sentimentalist, and L 
am certainly not a teetotaler. I hope I am 
not extreme with regard to any subject ; but 
I hold, as a matter ot deep conviction, that the 
liquor trade, and above all, the increase of the 
liquor trattic in West Africa amongst the 
native races, is not only discreditable to the 
British name, not only derogatory to that true 
Imperialisin—the sentiment which I desire to 
inculcate iv all my countrymen—but it is also 
disastrous to British trade.” 
That was in complete correspondence 
with what was said by a former Prime 
Minister, Lord Salisbury, who in 1888, 
in reply to a deputation, made this 
statement— 

“JT need not inform you that I am not a 
temperance enthusiast myself. I do not coin- 
cide with many of the views which I hear urged 
with great confidence in thiscountry. But the 
controversy here and the controversy with 
respect to the native races have nothing in 
common. The native races are for all practi- 
cal purposes children, and so far as we can do 
it, like children trey must be protected. No 
one who even looks at history, still less at 
contemporary history, can doubt the extreme 
character of the evil which this unrestricted 
traflic causes. It has before this swept whole 
races away ; it is now producing the greatest 
havoc in all parts of the world. We are so 
deeply convinced of that, that any efforts on 
our part would never be wanting, nor would 
our attention for a moment relax, for the pur- 
pose of inducing that common effort by which 
alone this miserable traflic can be restrained.” 
Among those who on the spot have 
gained the widest experience would 
certainly be placed Sir George Goldie 
and Sir Frederick Cardew. Sir 
George Goldie was formerly President 
of the Royal Niger Company, and 
really administered Northern Nigeria 
before it was taken over by the 
British Government ; and Sir Frederick 


Cardew was Governor of Sierra 
Leone. Sir George Goldie said— 


‘*_ speak from sixteen years experience... . 
and I say confidently that unless immediate 


The Lord Archlishop of Canterbury. 


{LORDS} 











in West Africa. & 


steps are taken to stop this traffic—not by 
higher duties, but by absolute prohibition— 

I am not asking for that, but am quot- 
ing his words— 

‘*a state of things will soon be brought 
about that must ultimately lead to the entire 
abandonment of the country....I cannot 
believe that the conscience of Europe will long 
allow that the vast populous regions of tropi- 
cal Africa should be used only as a cesspool of 
European alcohol.” 


Sir Frederick Cardew said, in a speech 
at the Royal Colonial Institute that— 

‘* As to the liquor traffic I can fuily endorse 
all that the lecturer has said, so far as my 
knowledge goes .... 1 feel convinced that if 
you would take away from the natives the 
liquor, other wants would be created, and they 
would purchase other articles which would be 
far more remunerative to the British mer- 
chant.” 

I quote these extracts to show that I 
am not speaking on behalf of fanatical or 
narrow enthusiasts, but am backed by 
the opinions of the men best qualified to 
speak on the whole subject. 


The difficulty lies in this, that un- 
doubtedly this liquor traffic is one of the 
most profitable modes of increasing the 
revenue of these somewhat striving and 
struggling Colonies and Prutectorates, 
and to expect that those in official 
position will readily confess that it ought 
to be to a very large extent restricted or 
put down—above all, that while holding 
office and more or less responsible for the 
revenue, they will confess that—is 
expecting a great deal of human nature. 
When I last spoke I pointed to the 
indisputable fact that there had been a 
very great increase in the consumption 
of liquor imported from Europe into 
Southern Nigeria, and to the huge peril 
arising as the railway and other means of 
communication were approaching the 
frontier of Northern Nigeria. The Duke 
of Marlborough, in answering me, denied 
that there was great drinking in Southern 
Nigeria, and quoted certain statements 
or statistics in support of that view and 
of the assertion that the number of 
drunken people seen was small. = [| 
hold that in this particular matter it 
is not satisfactory to place excessive 
reliance, without further inquiry, on 
the personal observation of high officials. 
It is most natural that one occupying a 
high official position in the Government of 
a Colony or Protectorate will be able to 
say, “I do not see any people drunk.” 
The Home Secretary here would very 
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likely be able to say that he has seen | 
very little drunkenness in London, but in | 
that matter you would not rely on the | 
personal observation of a Secretary of | 
State, though that is practically the kind | 
of testimony we have had on the part of | 
(sovernors and others. 


I appeal to other testimony difficult to 
formulate in statistics, but easily obtain- | 
able from a large number of people now 
in England who are familiar with the 
territories in question, and I have no 
hesitation in saying that the evidence is | 
ample that whole villages and even dis- | 
tricts are deteriorating month by month in 
consequence of the importation of liquor. 
As to the increase in Southern Nigeria, | 
do not think it can be disputed. The 
drinking is going on in the compounds 
rather than in public. The consump- 
tion is very great and the results are 
I fear indisputable. The evil exists, | 
and it justifies our persistence in a 
policy of absolute prohibition with 
regard to Northern Nigeria. The pro- 


hibition rules which are in force there | : 
| reassert absolutely, on the testimony of 


will very soon, I fear, become practically 
impossible of application. 
before, the railway was still, as we were 
reminded by the Government spokesman, 
a long way off the frontier. It is| 
now close to the frontier, and the | 
survey for it has been completed right 
across the frontier. Ina short time the | 
railway will be carrying goods right into | 
the region of the prohibited area. 


I do not suppose that the Government 
will allow liquor to be carried by the 
railway across the frontier, but it will be 
carried in great quantities up to the very | 
border of that territory, and, once there, | 
arrangements will be made for storage 
with a view to its being taken across the | 
frontier into Northern Nigeria. That 
point calls for the immediate attention | 
of the Government, for I fail to find | 
anything in the official Papers to show | 
that the authorities are cognisant of the | 
gravity of the matter. I mentioned last | 
year that the extension of the liquor | 
traffic was shown by the fact that at 
certain railway stations iron sheds had | 
been erected for its storage. At stations | 
1 could name these sheds are built | 
and being filled with goods, and there | 
is reason to suspect that when the) 
railway reaches the frontier liquor will | 
be accumulated there in that way. 


{27 Fepruary 1907} 


When I spoke | 


| as cheaply as by rail. 


in West Africa. 10 


After this matter came up in the 
House two years ago there was some 
correspondence between the society which 
interests itself in the matter and Mr. 
Lyttelton, the then Colonial Secretary 
who wrote that a cespatch had been 
addressed to the Belgian Government, in 


' which Lord Lansdowne stated that the 


points to which His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment wished to call the attention of the 


| Conference were () increase of duty, (/) 


carriage of liquor on the railway, and (c) 
importation of spirits injurious to health. 
I have before me an account of what 
took place at the Conference, but I 
cannot find a word in it about carriage 


by railway; and I want to ask the 


noble Earl whether the intention that 
that subject should be discussed was 


| persevered in, and what was the outcome 


if it was discussed. 


It is a mistake to say, as was said on 


| the last occasion on behalf of the Govern- 
| ment, that the railway will not necessarily 
carry the liquor, because it is in many 


regions cheaper to take it up by road. I 


those on the spot, that it is inaccurate 
to say that liquor can be carried for 
any long distance by road anything like 
It is the rail-hborne 
liquor which does the mischief. Practi- 
cally none of it is taken by road, but all 
by railway, for the very obvious reason 
that it is much more economical. 


There is a point of curious interest 
showing, as so many of these things do, the 
complexity which attends the advance of 
civilisation in these regions. <A little 
while ago it used to be said that it was 
not easy to smuggle liquor from Southern 
Nigeria into Northern Nigeria, because 
the country was so unsafe that parties 
carrying liquor must follow certain roads ; 
but in the last Report on Northern 
Nigeria it is stated that the security of 
the roads now enables travellers to travel 
singly through unfrequented parts and 
so avoid the toll stations. Thus even 
the security afforded by our civilisation 
is adding to the difficulty. I do not say 
that with a view of deprecating the 
peace and security of the country, but it 
is a fact that must be looked at. 


Either it is right to have prohibition in 
Northern Nigeria or it is not. If it 
is right, it must be because the liquor is 
injurious to those to whom it comes. 
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Therefore to say that it is doing no harm 
in Southern Nigeria—a statement which 
I dispute—seems to me to carry with it 
the obligation to remove the prohibition 
from this other region. If, on the other 
hand, as I believe, it is universally agreed 
that prohibition ought to be maintained, 
that agreement must be based on the 
argument that the liquor is harmful to 
the natives; and if it is harmful, we 
ought first to restrict its sale in Southern 
Nigeria, and then to take care not to 
facilitate its being carried across the 
frontier into Northern Nigeria by making 
its transport easy. 





I can imagine it being said—These 
statements are all very well ; what would 
you have us do? There are three modes 
in which it is possible to act restrictively 
with regard to the traffic in liquor. 
First of all, by an enhanced duty. There 
has been a trifling advance in the duty 
since the late convention, and I cannot 
understand what prevents us from to 
some « xtent acting up to our own theory 
as to what ought to be done, even if 
France and Germany on either side of us 
do not do it. It seems to me that we 
should hurt nobody but ourselves 
if we raised the import duty, while it 
would be a very great gain to the 
inhabitants of these regions. Then 
as to railway restrictions, I have 
tried to point out that we are now in a 
far more perilous position on the railway 
as regards Northern Nigeria than we 
were a little while ago, and that if the 
railway is used for this purpose it will be 
fraught with immense mischief. 


Then there is the point, why should 
there not be, even in Southern Nigeria, 
some insistence on the procuring of a 
licence for the sale of liquor? Iam told 
that not a few of the traders in 
Southern Nigeria itself are anxious, 
finding the mischief that is done to 
other trades, that a licence should 
be absolutely required, and I would like 
to know whether the noble Earl can 
tell the House anything on that subject. 
I have no desire to exaggerate this matter 
or to make the evil out greater than it is, 
but I repeat that it is not a trifling or 
local or merely financial question. It 
involves a large and fundamental prin- 
ciple. The whole question of our relations 
to native races calls for our closest 


The Lord Archhishop of Canterbury. 


{LORDS} 





attention both in South Africa, in West 
Africa, and in other regions in which 
we come into touch with these childlike 
races, and I greatly deprecate the terrible 
rospect that we may be doing something 
that will add to the dark story of our 
relations with the natives of Western 
Africa. 


*Tue SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE COLONIES (The Earl of ELGIn): 
My Lords, I am sure the most rev. 
Primate will agree that we who sit on 
this side of the House would naturally 
be as anxious as our predecessors in office 
to do all that we could to regulate the 
traffic in spirits and to promote thereby 
the well-being of the native races under 
our charge. I do not wish in any way 
to treat this as a matter of Party politics, 
and I accept absolutely the statements 
which the most rev. Primate has quoted 
from Mr. Chamberlain and the late Lord 
Salisbury as to the policy which His 
Majesty’s Government ought to pursue 
in this matter. 


I think I should point out that it was 
not by choice, but really from necessity, 
that the regulations on this subject 
became international. The most rev. 
Primate has said that he cannot under- 
stand why we should not be independent 
in this matter in Southern and Northern 
Nigeria because we have a German colony 
on one side and a French colony on the 
other. But I believe that what happened 
was this. Along the whole of that coast 
the Colonies of the various European 
nations which exist there have a com- 
paratively smal] seaboard but very exten- 
sive inland frontiers, and it therefore was 
necessary to prevent this particular trade 
being carried on through one of the 
Colonies which chese to put on a lower 
form of duty to the detriment, not only 
of the regulation of the trade in the 
other Colonies, but also of their revenues, 
That, I believe, was the origin of the 
International Conferences ; but, at any 
rate, the principle of International Con- 
ferences was adopted many years ago. 


It was agreed that co-operation was 
essential, and the first Conference was 
held at Brussels in the year 1889. Since 
then there have been two other Con- 
ferences—one in 1899 and another last 
year. Now, my Lords, I think I can 
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——— a: th we eee ees ee ee eee 


a. oe ae ee 


- mba 





st. 


h 
ce 
le 
ig 


ir 


"=~ SN" @ Gua ©. «ee 


ww 2 re be 


13 The Liquor Traffic {27 FEBRUARY 1907} in West Africa. 14 


show that in all these Conferences this | mentioned in the last debate with regard 
country has taken the lead in endeavour-| to certain large sheds. I am afraid | 
ing to increase the restrictions which are | omitted to notice that point in looking at 
placed upon this trade. In 1889 the | the debate, and I did not receive any 
proposal of the British Government was | notice from the most rev. Primate that 
that the duty should be 200 franes per ihe was going to raise it. But perhaps 
hectolitre. We were not very successful | this information may to some extent 
on that occasion, because the duty| bear upon the matter. The record of 
actually fixed was only fifteen franes.|the value of spirits imported into the 
But in 1899 the proposal we then made | Gold Coast as compared with the total 
was 100 francs, and we were successful in | import in these Colonies was 9 per cent. 
obtaining a duty of seventy francs; and I} in 1898 and 6 per cent. in 1904. In 
may say that that duty was only secured | Lagos and Southern Nigeria the propor- 
after a prolonged negotiation lasting two | tion in 1898 was 11 per cent. ; in 1904 
months. Last year, when the Conference | it was 9 per cent. 

met again, the proposal of the British | 

Government was that the duty should be; The second of the main principles 
raised to 124 franes, and, after consider-| adopted for the Conference is the 
able discussion, it was increased to 100 | prohibition of the importation of spirits 





francs. Therefore your Lordships will 
see that during the course of these 
Conferences we have steadily advocated 
an increase of duty, and have succeeded to 
a considerable extent in obtaining it. I 
might remind your Lordships that the 
duty I last quoted—100 franes per 


hectolitre—is equal to a duty of 4s. 8d. | 


a gallon proof strength. 


I rather think that in the debate in 
1905 the most rev. Primate referred to 
4s. as the duty which had been named by 
Mr. Chamberlain as the minimum, and 
which he, up to a point, at any rate, was 
prepared to accept as satisfactory. The 
most rev. Primate has asked why we 
should adhere to the minimum. My 
Lords, we do not adhere to the mini- 


mum. During the course of the period | 


when the duty was fixed at seventy 
francs we raised ours gradually to ninety- 
six, and it stood at that figure until 
lately. I believe it is now placed 
at 110 francs per hectulitre at fifty 
degrees, and that, I am told, is equi 
valent to a duty of 5s. per gallon 
proof. I would ask your Lordships to 
observe that we have always been ready 
to accept the highest possible scale that 
we could obtain, and that therefore we 
have carried out to the best of our 
ability the first of the two main principles 
which we adopted for the guidance of the 
Conference—namely, that where this 
traffic in spirits existed it should be met 
by import duties. 


The most rev. Primate has asked me 
to take up again a point which was 


‘into districts where the use of liquor 
| does not exist or has not been de- 
| veloped, and we have an enormous 
| zone of prohibition, 300,000 square miles 
| in Northern Nigeria coming under that 
| definition. We have also what are called 
| the northern territories of the Gold Coast. 
'I have only to say that we have no 
| intention of departing in any way from 
the application to those regions of the 
principle of the Conference to which I 
have referred. 


With regard to the carriage by 
railway, I would point out that the 
railways are altogether in a_ state 
‘of infancy. The railway which has 
| Lagos as its port is gradually approaching 
| the frontier of Northern Nigeria, but I 
do not think it will be actually at work 
in the Protectorate for at least another 
year, and it will be still longer before it 
reaches the Niger, over which a very big 
bridge will have to be built before it can 
in any way get into contact with the 
whole of the large region north of the 
Niger. 





It is true—and I should like to mention 
it because it may also have attracted the 
most rey. Primate’s attention—that there 
have been proposals for another railway 
independent of the one of which I have 
been speaking, from Zungeru to a point 
on the Niger; but in that case also 
there is no crossing of the Niger, 
and, so far as any plans are yet formed, 
the railway will not connect with another 





railway system, but with a river service. 
In the Colonial Oitice we think that we 








15 The Liquor Traffic 


shall have no difficulty in maintaining, as 
we intend to do, the prohibition of the in- 
troduction of this traffic into Northern 
Nigeria, or in preventing the use of 


the railways for this purpose. One| 
suggestion was made three or four| 


years ago that a sort of buffer zone should | 
be established south of the frontier of | 
Northern Nigeria; and it has also been | 
suggested that we might refuse licences 
for the sale of liquor within this zone, 
and thereby increase facilities for check- 
ing any possible smuggling. I hope the 
the most rev. Primate will accept the 
assurance that it is our intention to pre- | 
vent the traffic by every means in our | 
power within the zone of prohibition. 
Upon the comparative cost of transit by 
railway and road it is difficult to be 
positive. On the railway the policy has 
heen adopted of keeping the rates as high 
as possible without driving trade to the | 
carriers. The most rev. Primate seemed 
to think that any apprehension on that 
score was unnecessary, but one case at 
any rate has been reported where traftic 
was being lost to the railway owing 
to a specially high rate on_ spirits. 
But the order issued in consequence 
was that rates were not to be| 
so lowered as to cause risk of 
the trade being carried into the 
prohibited zone, and that in no case were | 
they to be lower than the highest rate | 
charged on other articles. I may quote | 
an instance of rates—palm oil 35s. per 
ton; salt 33s.; gin and spirits, 52s.— | 
that, I think, is a pretty heavy rate on | 
the trade. 
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excessive drinking in this territory. It 
is this gentleman’s personal testimony 
that having been in Lagos every year 


except one since 1889, and _ having 
travelled up country and over the 


boundary, he could honestly say that to 
the best of his recollection he had not 
seen a score of intoxicated natives in 
fifteen years. According to a return 
obtained by Mr. Birtwistle from the 
Chief Registrar, the arrests for drunken- 
ness in Lagos town during three years 
averaged only ‘75 per 1,000 of the 
population. If I have not given the most 
rev. Primate all the information he 
desires, I shall be only too pleased to 
endeavour to supplement it, but I 
think I have satistied him that there 
is every disposition to use all the 
powers we have in the desired direction. 


Lorp STANMORE: My Lords, I 
should like, with the permission of my 
noble friend the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, to put au additional 
Question to him arising out of the state- 
ment made by the most rev. Primate. I 
should like to know whether the Colonial 
Office has ever taken into consideration 
the possibility of enacting, in Southern 
Nigeria, legislation which has been found 
highly efficacious elsewhere with regard 
to this subject—I mean the rendering of 
natives for drink 
irrecoverable in Courts of law. Spirits 
are imported into the Colony in order 
that those who receive them may sell 
them. The vendor sells them because he 


| hopes to receive a profit upon them, and 


I entirely accept the necessity for 
maintaining restrictions, and it seems to | 
me, in spite of what the most rev. | 
Primate has said, that there is evidence | 
to show that the result has not been 
altogether unsatisfactory. The evidence 
of a distinguished Governor, Sir W. | 
McGregor, has often been quoted. 1} 
have also a report from Mr. Birt- | 
wistle, commercial intelligence officer for 
Southern Nigeria, who says that in 
Lagos the average consumption of spirits 
works out at far less than that of the 
United Kingdom, making a liberal allow- 
ance for the inhabitants cut off from 
supply. He further points out that in 
the United Kingdom also there is an 
enormous consumption of beer, and he 
adds that it cannot be said that there is | 


Lord Elgin. 





if he knew that he could not recover the 
value of that which he sold I think he 
would be far less inclined tosellit. That 
has been found in another Colony the 


| most efficacious way of preventing liquor 


reaching the natives. 


THE EARL oF ELGIN: I am afraid I 


| cannot answer the noble Lord’s Question 


off-hand. 


Lorp STANMORE: I beg the noble 
Earl’s pardon for asking it without 
notice, but it arose out of the debate. 


House adjourned at twenty-five 
minutes past Five o’clock, 
till To-morrow, _ half-past 
Ten o'clock. 
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\7 Returns, 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, 27th February, 1907. 


The House met at a quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 





PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


North Eastern and Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Railways Bill (by Order) ; 
Shanklin Gas Bill (by Order).—Read a 
second time, and committed. 


Metropolitan Police Provisional Order 
Bill.—‘“* To confirm a Provisional Order 
made by ore of His Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State under The Metropoli- 
tan Police Act, 1886,” presented by Mr. 
Herbert Samuel; read the first time; 
to be referred to the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, and to be 
printed. [Bill 74.] 


PETITIONS. 


MUNICIPAL EXPENDITURE. 
Petition from London, for limitation 5 


to lie upon the Table. 


TEACHERS’ PENSIONS. 
Petition from East London and South 
Essex, for alteration of Law; to lie 
upon the Table. 


WOMEN’S ENFRANCHISEMENT BILL, 
Petitions in favour—from Birmingham ; 


Maidstone ; and Marylebone ; to lie upon 
the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


ARTERIAL DRAINAGE COMMISSION 
(IRELAND). 

Copy presented, of Report of the 
Vice- Regal Commission on Arterial Drain- 
ge in Ireland [by Command]; to lie 
tpon the Table. 


“OLONIAL REPORTS (MISCELLANEOUS). 

Copy presented, of Colonial Report 
No. 40 (Northern Nigeria), Memorandum 
om the Taxation of Natives in Northern 
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Nigeria, by Sir F. D. Lugard, K.C.M.G., 
C.B., D.S.0., late High Commissioner 
[by Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES. 

Copy presented, of Agricultural Statis- 
tics, 1906, Vol. XLI., Part II., Return 
of Produce of Crops in Great Britain, 
with Summaries for the United Kingdom 
[by Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


FACTORY AND WORKSHOP (PHOSPHO- 
RUS POISONING AT MESSRS. MORE- 
LAND’S MATCH FACTORY, GLOUCES- 
TER). 

Copy presented, of Report to the 
Secretary of State for the Home De- 
partment, by H. H. 8S. Cunyngham, Esq., 
C.B., Assistant Under Secretary of State, 
and B. A. Whitelegge, Esq., C.B., M.D., 
His Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Fac- 
tories, on the circumstances attending 
a fatal case of Phosphorus Poisoning 
at the Match Factory of Messrs. More- 
land and Company, Gloucester [by Com- 
mand] ; to lie upon the Table. 


PENAL SERVITUDE ACTS (CONDITIONAL 
LICENCE). 

Copy presented, of Licence granted to 
Jenny Lang, a convict under detention 
in Aylesbury Prison, permitting her to 
be at large on condition that she enter 
the Home of St. John the Baptist, London, 
8.W. [by Act] ; to lie upon the Table. 


POST OFFICE (FOREIGN AND 
COLONIAL PARCEL POST). 

Copy presented, of the Foreign and 
Colonial Parcel Post Amendment (No. 
21) Warrant, 1907, dated 14th February, 
1907 [by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


ra iS LAID UPON THE TABLE BY 
HE CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 
ipa Piers and Harbour.—Copy 
of Abstract of the General Annual 
Account for the year ending 26th July 
1906 [by Act]. 


Railway, etc., Bills—Copy ordered, 
“of Report by the Board of Trade upon 
all the Bills and Provisional Orders of 
Session 1907 relating to Railways, Canals, 
Tramways, Harbours and Tidal Waters, 
and the supply of Electricity, Gas and 
Water.”—(Mr. Lloyd-George.) 














19 Questions. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH, THE VOTES. 


The Naval Manceuvres. 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : To ask 
the Secretary to the Admiralty whether 
his attention has been drawn to the re- 
marks of the Board of Admiralty in the 
Report on the Naval Manceuvres of 1906, 
wherein it is stated that the manceuvres 
lost much of their value owing to the 
small and inadequate number of merchant 
vessels accepting the Admiralty terms, 
and that the 55 per cent. of loss inflicted 
is misleading, and affords little or no basis 
for calculation of the risks of shipping in 
war; and whether, under these circum- 
stances, he will state the total cost of the 
Naval manceuvres. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
The total cost of the Naval Manceuvres 
for 1906 was, approximately, £163,500. 


Dual System in Beltast Post Office. 
Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, 8.): To ask the 
Postmaster-General, if it is intended at an 
early date to abolish the dual system at 
Belfast, as it has been done in other large 

cities ; and, if not, can he explain why. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) It 
has been decided to abolish the dual 
system at Belfast, and effect has already 
been given to this decision in most re- 
spects, but it has not been practicable up 
to the present to carry out all the details 
involved by the alteration. The further 
measures required are receiving con- 
sideration. 


Money Required to meet Sales of 
Irish Estates. 

Capratn CRAIG (Down, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland how much money will be re- 
quired to meet the sales of estates in 
Ireland at present in the hands of the 
Estates Commissioners or about which 
negotiations are proceeding; and how 
much money is available to meet these 
sales when completed. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners have furnished the follow- 
ing Return showing the figures up to the 
16th instant— 
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(1) Direct sales. £ 
Amount of applications 
for advances pending 28,208,034 


(2) Amount of advances com- 
prised in estates offered 
for sale to the Commis- 
sioners (but for which 
advances have not yet 
been made). 

(a) Under Sections 
6 and 8 (esti- 
mate) - : 

(b) Under Section 7 
(estimate) - 


1,810,060 
811,604 


(3) Amount of advances com- 
prised in estates for 
which requests have been 
transmitted to the Land 
Commission by the Con- 
gested Districts Board, 
but for the purchase of 
which advances have not 
yet been made - 804,078 





Estimated total sum required 
for advances in cases of 
estates in which proceed- 
ings are pending - 31,633,776 


Estimated total cash available 
on 16th February, for 


future advances 1,635,207 


Inny Junction Peat Works. 

Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he will obtain 
from the Department of Agriculture a 
statement of the initiation, progress, cost, 
loss, and cause of failure of the Inny 
Junction Peat Works ; and if the cause be 
want of drainage is any adequate drainage 
scheme in contemplation. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Depart- 
ment inform me that in 1904 experiments 
were instituted at Inny, county West- 
meath, with a view to test whether Con- 
tinental methods for the utilisation of 
peat as fuel could be successfully adopted 
in Ireland. In 1905 and 1906 Mr. A. 
Lough, Killeshandra, conducted the ex- 
periments at his own risk, the Department 
allowing him the free use of the machinery 
and of the bog for the purpose. He was 
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prepared to continue the experiments for 
a further period on 
Department would purchase a portion of 
the Inny bog and resell it to him on Land 
Act terms, and also sell him the plant at a 
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often not being proved within the limit of 


condition that the} 


valuation. Legal difficulties, however, 
prevented this proposal from being 


carried out, and the Department, with 
the concurrence of the Agricultural 
Board, finally decided that there was no 
other course but to terminate the experi- 
ments. The question of drainage had 
nothing to do with this decision. The 
Department did not initiate the under- 
taking as a commercial speculation, but 
simply as an experiment, their chief 
object being to enable the rural popula- 
tion to win their natural fuel at a less 
expenditure of labour, which could then 
be devoted to agricultural pursuits. The 
cost from 1904 to the present date was 
£1,884 6s. 6d., exclusive of expert advice. 


Crichton Estate, Roscommon. 

Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, S8.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether negotia- 
tions are in progress between the Estates 
Commissioners and the landlord of the 
Crichton estate in the county of Ros- 
common ; and whether, before sanctioning 
any sale of this estate, the Commissioners 
will consider the advisability of acquiring 
all the grazing land in the hands of non- 
residential tenants. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) This estate 
has been purchased by the Congested 
Districts Board. The entire estate con- 
sists of tenanted land. 


Irish Land Act—Section 54. 

Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH (Ferman- 
agh, N.): To ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 
whether his attention has been called to 
the fact that Section 54 of The Purchase 
of Land (Ireland) Act, 1903, causes much 
inconvenience by preventing landowners 
from borrowing money to stock and 
improve the lands they have purchased 
from their landlords, while it does not 
prevent the registration of judgment 
mortgages to any extent, and also that 
the latter part of the section, as to charges 
created by will, is unworkable, there 
being no duty to register the charge 
thrown on any person, and the will very 


time provided; and will he introduce 
legislation to amend or repeal entirely 
the section. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) As regards 
the first part of the Question, dealing 
with the limitations upon the borrowing 
powers of proprietors of holdings pur- 
chased under the Land Purchase Acts. 
the section of the Act of 1903 referred 
to was passed by Parliament with the 
general assent of all Parties (so far as I 
am aware), and I do not think any 
sufficient case has been made for repealing 
the provisions referred to. As regards 
the latter part of the section, dealing 
with charges created by will, a Bill 
has already been introduced to remedy 
the defects mentioned in the Question. 


Anhui Mining Contract. 

Str EDWARD SASSOON (Hythe) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, whether any written reply has 
been received to a Note on the subject of 
the Anhui mining final contract, presented 
by His Majesty’s Minister in Peking to the 
Chinese Government on 24th October, 
1905; and, in view of the fact that the 
Chinese have had, since 5th January 
last, presented to them a plan by which 
the London and China Syndicate offer 
the Chinese the opportunity to participate 
to the extent of 40 per cent. in the 
development of the Anhui mining con- 
cession, whether he would consider the 
desirability of sending a_ telegram «to 
His Majesty’s Minister at Peking to ask 
for the decision of the Chinese on this 
proposal, so that the London and China 
Syndicate may immediately commence 
work on the Anhui mining concession. 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey.) The reply to the first part of 
the Question is in the negative. In 
regard to the second part, it is understood 
that, as a result of his instructions, His 
Majesty’s Minister is doing all he can 
at Peking to secure the acceptance of 
the proposed arrangement for Chinese 
participation. In these circumstances, 
there seems to be no good reason for 
sending further instructions to ‘His 
Majesty’s Minister, who is, of course, 
keeping in touch with the London and 
China Syndicate’s agents in China. 








23 Questions. 
Navy—Commanders on the Active List. 

Mr. BELLAIRS: To ask the Secre- 
tary to the Admiralty, what were the 
number of commanders on the active 
list, the number of commanders in 
command of fully commissioned ships, 
and the percentage these formed of the 
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| full list of active commanders in J anuary 
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1895, 1902, 1906, and 1907. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
On the assumption that my honourable 
friend wishes to exclude shore establish- 
ments and stationary training ships, 
the numbers are as follows :— 





{1) Number of commanders on active list 


(2) Number of commanders in command of | 


sea-going ships - - 


(3) Percentage of (2) to (1) 


1902. | 1906. 1907. 





1895. | 
- 260 324 | 355 366 
45 56 56 59 
17 i 16 16 








Or, excluding sg in ee | Se coast and port guard ships, the 


with nucleus crews, and, in previous | 


figures would be as follows :— 





(2) Number of comman‘ers in command of 


sea-going ships - 


(3) Percentage of (2) to (1) . 





1895. 1902. 1906. 1907. 
15 5D t1 37 
“ 17 17 11°5 10 





Navy—Captains on the Active List. 

Mr. BELLAIRS: To ask the Secre- 
tary to the Admiralty, what were the 
number of captains on the active list, 
the‘number of captains in command of 
fully commissioned ships, and the per- 
centage these formed of the full list of 


captains in January 1895, 1902, 1906, and 
1907. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
On the assumption that my hon. friend 
wishes to exclude shore establishments 
and stationary training ships, the numbers 
are as follows :— 








| l 
1895. | 1902. | 1906. | 1907. 
| 
(1) Number of captains on active list - 174 214. | 239 «| 249 
(2) Number of captains in command of sea- 
going ships - - 79 ~=6| «(101 136 128 
(3) Percentage of (2) to (1) - - | | 57 | 51°4 
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Or, excluding ships in commission with | 
nucleus crews, and, in previous years, 
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coast and port guard ships, the figures 
would be as follows :— 








(2) Number of captains in command of sea- | 


going ships - - - - 


(3) Percentage of (2) to (1) - : 


1895. | 1902. 1906. 1907. 
-| @ | © | 8 | o 
‘ 34:5 44-4 401 | 3255 





Navy—Ships in Full Commission. 

Mr. BELLAIRS: To ask the Secre- 
tary to the Admiralty, the number of 
ships placed in full commission and the 
number paid off, excluding ships tem- 
porarily commissioned for naval man- 
ceuvres, for each year since 1898. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 





Placed in full 





Year. comunission (1), | Paid off 
me 5. 4 84 83 
1899 . ‘ 100 85 
1900 133 100 
1901 ; i 123 113 
1902 wi‘ CS 155 153 
ae 157 153 
1904 . | 199 210 
1905 . | 193 179 (2) 
1906. 138 148 (2) 














(1.) It is assumed that the list asked 
for is not intended to include ships com- 
missioned with nucleus crews. In 1905, 
when the nucleus crew system came into 
force, there were 234 cases of commission- 
ing, or recommissioning of ships with 
nucleus crew complement. When a ship 
with a full complement has been recom- 
missioned with a full complement, the 
recommissioning has been counted ; simi- 
larly, the paying off involved in this 
recommissioning has been counted. Such 





recommissioning is as material as a com- 
missioning of a ship which had paid off a 
month or a year previously into a reserve 
division (old system) or into dockyard 
hands. These lists include all classes of 
ships. Ships employed as tenders }have 
been counted. 

(2.) As it has been assumed that ships 
“placed in full commission” may be 
taken to mean ships “‘ commissioned with 
full complement,” it is assumed that, for 
the purposes of this reply, “ paid off” 
may be taken to mean “ ceased to be in 
commission with full complement.” For 
1905 and 1906 the numbers (179 and 148) 
therefore include cases of vessels re- 
duced from full complement to nucleus 
crew complement, e.g., in 1906 only 101 
were, strictly speaking, “ paid off,” the 
other forty-seven were reduced to nucleus 
crew. 


Repairs to H.M.S. “Commonwealth.” 

Mr. ERNEST LAMB (Rochester) : 
To ask the Secretary to the Admiralty, 
whether H.M.S. “Commonwealth ” can be 
be temporarily repaired at Gibraltar for 
the purpose of the passage Home, and 
then sent to Chatham Dockyard for per- 
manent repair. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
Arrangements have already been made 
for the “Commonwealth” to be tem- 
porarily repaired at Gibraltar for passage 
Home to Devonport Dockyard, that being 
her manning port, where the permanent 
repairs will be carried out. 


Railway Combine to Maintain Freight 
Rates. 


Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick): To 
ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether he is aware that the 
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are arranging a combination which will! Mr. MORRELL (Oxfordshire, Henley): 
practically prevent competition as to|To ask the President of the Local 
rates, and that preferential cheap rates| Government Board whether his atten- 


are given to importers and foreign | 


manufacturers at a lower rate than is | 
granted to native producers and manu- | 


facturers ; whether he is aware that com- 


plaints have been made by traders re- | 


specting owners’ risk rates ; and whether 
he will inquire into those matters. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) I am | 


aware that the railway companies have 
entered into an arrangement to put an 
end to a practice under which certain 
agents have allowed, out of the remunera- 
tion received from the railway com- 


panies, rebates to traders for the purposes | 


of securing traffic. I am now making 
inquiries as to this matter. The pre- 
ferential treatment of foreign merchan- 


dise over home traffic for the same or | 
similar services is directly prohibited by | 
Member will | 
furnish me with any specific instances | 


Statute, but if the hon. 


of the infringement of the Law I will have 
inquiry made into them. 


conditions attached to owners’ risk rates. 
A Bill dealing with the subject is set 
down for discussion on 
March. 


Expenditure of the Unemployed Fund 

on Emigration. 

Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, Os- 
westry) : 
Local Government Board how much of 
the grant of £200,000 for the unem- 
ployed has been spent on emigration ; 
how many persons have been assisted 
to emigrate; and to what parts of the 
world they have gone. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) Only 
one payment has, up to the present time, 
been made in aid of emigration out of 
Parliamentary grant, viz., one of £4,000 
made last week to the West Ham Distress 
Committee. As the 
recently made, I am not yet in a position 
to give the particulars asked for in the 
last part of the Question, 


say that the destination of the persons | 
assisted to emigrate would usually be | 
Canada. 


I have re- | 
ceived complaints with regard to the) 


Friday, 15th | 


To ask the President of the | 


payment was so, 


but I may) 


‘tion has been called to the state- 
ment recently made by Dr. G. Danford 
Thomas, one of the coroners for London, 
| to the effect that much of the infant mor- 
tality is due to the failure to call in 
medical advice early enough ; whether he 
| will issue a circular to boards of guardians 
advising them to facilitate the calling in 
of the Poor Law doctor by poor people 
| who cannot pay a doctor themselves; 
|and further advising those boards of 
guardians which have a rule or practice 
making the cost of all medical relief a debt 
in the first instance, and those boards 
of guardians which require a_ father 
| (or, if he is dead, the mother) of an infant 
who is receiving medical relief to appear 
before the board, to abolish such rule 
or practice in the case of infants under 
one year of age. 


| (Answered by Mr. John Burns.) I have 
| not seen the statement attributed to Dr. 
Danford Thomas. As I have stated on a 
previous occasion, I have no reason to 
suppose that guardians are unwilling 
to afford medical relief for infants whose 
parents are unable to provide it, nor have 
|I any evidence to show that persons 
| properly entitled to receive relief are 
deterred from applying for it by the 
consideration referred to in the Question. 
It does not at present appear to me to be 
necessary to send a circular to all boards 
of guardians as suggested. 


Books for Ships’ Libraries. 

Mr. BELLAIRS : To ask the Secretary 
to the Treasury whether all books for 
ships’ libraries in the Royal Navy that 
are bought from the publishing trade 
are charged to Class 2, Vote 23, Item I, 
of the Civil Service Estimates ; whether 
any charges in this respect can be in- 
curred by Navy Estimates; and, if so, 
under what Vote, and what item of that 
Vote. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) All 
books for ships’ libraries in the Royal 
Navy that are bought from the pub- 
lishing trade are charged to Class 2, 
| Vote 23, Item I. 
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London County Council Election—The 
Trafalgar Square Meeting. 

Mr. HYDE (Wednesbury): To ask 
the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether his attention has 
been called to the fact that men bearing 
hods full of bricks were allowed to enter 
Trafalgar Square during the meeting 
last Saturday ; whether it was the duty 
of the police to have stopped the intro- 
duction of such missiles at a public 
meeting ; whether the police had powers 
to interfere to prevent such introduc- 
tion; and whether he proposes to take 
any steps in the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
I understand that the bricks were brought 
as emblems, not as missiles, and I am 
informed that none were thrown. The 
circumstances were not deemed to be 
such as to justify police interference. 


Separate Courts for Children’s Cases. 

Mr. TOULMIN (Bury, Lancashire) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, whether he can give, 
to date, the names of those petty sessional 
courts which have established a separate 
court for children’s cases, and separate 
hearings only of such cases. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
I recently issued a circular asking for 
information as to how children’s cases 
are dealt with in all petty sessional 
courts in England and Wales. The 
replies have nearly all been received, 
and I hope to be able to lay a complete 
Return upon the Table in a few days. 


Indian Military Service Family Pensions. 

Str SEYMOUR KING (Hull, Central) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether the sixth quinquennial period 
under the Indian Military Service Family 
Pension Regulations ended on 31st March 
1903, and why it takes four years for the 
actuaries employed by the India Office 
to make a valuation which any insurance 
company in London would do in six 
months; what is the assumed rate of 
interest, and under which actuarial table 
of mortality is the valuation made, under 
what head in the Indian Annual Accounts 
the receipts and disbursements on behalf 


of the fund and the balance to its credit 
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are shown, and what rate of interest is 
allowed by the Indian Government on 
this balance ; and whether he will cause 
to be republished for the information of 
those interested the original Govern- 
ment Order of 28th December 1872, 
and the regulation then laid down. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
The sixth quinquennial valuation of the 
assets and liabilities arising under Indian 
Military Service Family Pension Regula- 
tions will show the position of affairs on 
the 3list of March, 1903. Detailed 
accounts and statistics have to be re- 
ceived from India before the necessary 
data can be prepared for the actuary to 
the India Office, the rates of mortality of 
subscribers and beneficiaries and the 
prospects of marriage of daughters, 
existing or prospective, have to be 
reassessed in accordance with the wider 
experience acquired in every quinquen- 
nial period, and new tables constructed 
thereon. Owing to pressure of other 
work, the valuation cannot be carried on 
continuously by the actuary, and the 
date of its completion is somewhat 
uncertain. The rate of interest assumed 
in this valuation is 45 per cent. The 
receipts and payments are recorded 
in the Finance and Revenue Accounts, 
under “ Army, Grant 19, Indian Military 
Service Family Pensions,” on pages 206 
and 214 of the last accounts presented. 
There is no balance, as no fund was 
created when the Regulations were 
issued. In the pro forma accounts of 
contributions levied and payments made 
under these Regulations interest is 
credited half-yearly at 43 per cent. 
The rules have been modified from time 
to time and are published in Indian Army 
Regulations, but I have no objection to 
the republication of the original Govern- 
ment Order, No. 1315, dated the 28th 
December, 1872. 


Increased Wages for Labourers in Army 
Ordnance Department, Ireland. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary 
of State for War whether the labourers 
of the Army Ordnance Department, 
Ireland, are to receive increased wages 
at the rate of 20s. a week from Ist 
April next; and, if so, whether he will 
consider the case of the labourers in 
the Barrack Department, Army Service 
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Corps, with a view to a similar increase | Cost of Colonial Garrisons. 
of wages. | Mr. HAROLD COX: I beg to ask 


'the Secretary of State for War what is 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) | the annual net cost to the British tax- 
The increase in the wages of the Army | Payet for the military garrisons main- 
Ordnance Department referred to will | tained in South Africa, in the West 
take effect from the Ist April next. | African Colonies, in Ceylon, in Mauritius. 
Barrack labourers are pensioners and, | and in Egypt, including an allowance for 


in addition to their salary of 15s. a week, | the cost of training troops and for the 


receive in nearly all cases quarters and | cost of pensions and deferred pay. 


furniture for a nominal rental of Is. 6d. | 
a week. Their work is comparatively 
light. There would not, therefore, 
appear to be any strong grounds for the 
suggested increase in wages. 


Mr. HALDANE: The net cost for 
/1997-8 is as follows:—South Africa, 
| £2,310,000; Sierra Leone, £217,000; 
| Mauritius, £155,000; Ceylon, £25,000 ; 
| Egypt, £470,000. These figures are ap- 
| proximate estimates and do not include 
Ministry of Commerce. 'the cost of sea transport services which 
Mr. FIELD: To ask the First Lord | cannot readily be appropriated to indi- 
of the Treasury whether it is intended to | vidual garrisons. 
introduce a Bill this session to appoint a | 
Minister of Commerce, with provisions} Mr, ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool): 
enabling the co-operation of a represen-| And what is the cost to Egypt in 


tative consultative committee. 


(Answered 


by Sir 


H. Campbell-| 


| addition ? 


| 
Mr. HALDANE: 


I cannot say. 


Bannerman.) I am afraid that in the) 


present state of public business it is im- | 


possible to give any undertaking. 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


Cost of Armies. 

Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War what is the total number of men 
on the peace establishment, and what is 
the total annual cost of the Armies of 
France, Germany, Russia, and the United 
Kingdon respectively. 


*THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR ({Mr. HALDANE, 
The figures for 1906, which are taken 
from the Estimates, are as follows :— 


Peace Estab- 


lishment, Cost. 
Regular Army. 
France - - 662,642* £32,470,698 
Germany - - 614,358+ 36,770,882 
Russia - - 1,225,000 39,878,281 


United Kingdom 195,600£ 25,301,0005 | 


* Inclusive of Colonial Army. 

+ Excel <Ive f 9.500 ne vear Vol DAre 

t Exclusive of 9,500 one year Volunteers. 

t Regular Forces (exclusive of India and the 
Army Reserve). 

§ Inclusive of Cost of Reserve. 


Haddington) : | 


' e 
' hon. Member refers. 


Imprisonment in India. 

Sir H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
India whether, having regard to the fact 
'that over 15,000 persons are annually 
| imprisoned in India, mostly for a period 
of a year or more, in default of furnishing 
security for good behaviour, he will con- 
sider the desirability of making some 
inquiry into the procedure under which 
{so large a number of persons are com- 
| mitted to gaol on suspicion only. 





THE UNDERSECRETARY or 


STATE ror INDIA (Mr. CHARLES Hop- 


| HOUSE, Bristol, E.): As at present advised, 
I see no sufficient reason for making in- 
quiry as to the procedure to which the 
I may remind the 
‘hon. Member that no person is ordered to 


‘furnish security except after a public 
_ judicial inquiry. 


Orange River Colony Constitution. 
Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): I 


beg toask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies if he can now state 
approximately when the announcement 
about the new Constitution of the Orange 
River Colony will be made. 
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THE UNDERSECRETARY or 
STATE For THE COLONIES (Mr. Cuur- 
culLL, Manchester, N.W.): The Letters 
Patent for the Orange River Colony will 
probably be published in April. 


Trinidad—East Indian Immigration. 
Mr. SUMMERBELL (Sunderland) : I 


beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State | 
for the Colonies if he can state what sum | 


of money is spent by the Trinidad 
Government annually by way of assisting 
East Indian immigration ; whether part 


of such sum is refunded by the sugar | 
planters and the remaining portion borne | 
by the public revenue ; and, if so, whether | 
he proposes to take any steps to prevent | 


other industries being made to pay a tax 
so as to subsidise any one industry, as in 
this instance. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: About £60,000 a 
year is spent by the Trinidad Govern- 
ment in assisting Indian immigration. 
Two-thirds of this amount are refunded 
by the employers of indentured labour, 
including the sugar planters, and one- 
third is borne by the public revenues. 
As all the agricultural industries of the 
Colony and not only the sugar industry 
benefit by the introduction of Indian 
labour, and as these industries furnish, 
with the exception of bituminous deposits, 
practically the whole native wealth of the 
island, the Secretary of State doves not 


consider that it can be correctly said that | 


other industries are being taxed to 
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| by the Colonial Government, but its 
conditions have not been reported. 


New Hebrides Labour Contracts. 

| Sir W. EVANS GORDON (Tower 
| Hamlets, Stepney): I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
| whether any provision will be made 
under the New Hebrides Convention for 
securing that natives shall fully under- 
stand the nature and terms of their 
service before they are engaged. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: As the hon. 
Member may have gathered from the 
fiftieth paragraph of the despatch printed 
on pages 53 to 66 of the recent Blue-book, 
the Answer is in the affirmative. 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): Is it the 
case that the hon. Gentleman cannot make 
any concessions to hon. Members on this 
side without the consent of a foreign 
Power? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: That appears to 
have no reference whatever to the 
Question on the Paper. 


Newfoundland Modus Vivendi. 

Mr. ASHLEY: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
if he will lay upon the Table the Address 
with reference to the modus vivendi with 

|the Government of the United States 
adopted by both Houses of the New- 
foundland Legislature. 


subsidise the sugar industry, still less | 


that the system should be changed. 


Trinidad Labour for the Panama Canal. | 


Mr. SUMMERBELL: 


at Trinidad, the Governor has given 
permission to a 
Panama Canal Commission to recruit 
Trinidad labour for work on the canal ; 


and, if so, could he state the number of | 


I beg to ask | 
the Under-Secretary of State for the | 
Colonies if, in consequence of the distress | 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Address has 
‘not yet been received. As to the 
| presentation to Parliament of Papers on 
the subject of the modus vivendi I would 
refer the hon. Member to the Answer 
which I returned on the 18th instant to 
| the hon. Member for Mid-Armagh.7 


representative of the | 


Mr. ASHLEY: Will the Address be 
included in the Papers to be laid on the 
Table ? 


labourers so organised and sent to the | 


eanal zone, and the conditions of their 
employment. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Governor 
of Trinidad has reported that he has 
given facilities for the recruiting of 
labourers in that island for work on the 


Panama Canal, and that 1,000 men have | 
been engaged. The form of contract | 


entered into by the men was sanctioned 
VOL, CLXX. (FourtH SERIEs.] 


Mr. CHURCHILL : Until it has been 

received and until the correspondence is 

‘complete I cannot say what Papers will 
be laid. 


Mr. ASHLEY: Is there any reason 
why the House should not know the 
| opinion of the Colonial Legislature ? 





+ See (4) Debates, clxix., 540-1, 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: I should think 
it extremely improbable that the terms 
of the Address will be concealed from the 
hon. Members. 


Repatriation of Chinese Coolies. 

Captain CRAIG (Down, E.): I beg to 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies how many Chinese have been 
repatriated from South Africa at Govern- 
ment expense to date on the ground 
alone that they considered indentured 
labour tantamount to slavery. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The grounds on 
which individual applications have been 
made and acceded to have not been 
reported. 


The Transvaal Government «nd Chinese 
Labour. 

Carrain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether the Government intend leaving 
full and complete liberty to the new 
Transvaal Parliament of future legislation 
revarding Chinese or other indentured 
labour in the mines. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I must refer the 
hon. Member to the provisions of the 
Letters Patent and the statements made 
upon them by Ministers, to which I do 
not feel myself under necessity of adding 
anything. 


Captain CRAIG: Cannot the hon. 
Gentleman say yes or no ! 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The hon. and 
gallant Gentleman, who has a complete 
discretion as to the form in which he 
puts his Question, will allow me to exer- 
cise an equal discretion as to the form in 
which I put my Answer. 


Mr. H. H. MARKS (Kent, Thanet) : 
Were the names of the gentlemen nomi- 
nated as members of the Legislative 
Council in the Transvaal submitted for 
approval or—— 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! That 
does not arise out of the Question on the 
Paper. 


Canada and Germany. 
Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
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for Foreign Affairs whether he is aware 
that, in his Budget speech to the Can- 
adian House of Commons on 29th 
November, 1906, the Minister of Finance 
said he was encouraged to believe that 
Canada might come to an understanding 
with Germany whereby the surtax should 
be removed; whether this is a reference 
to the surtax which was imposed hy 
Canada because Germany levied the 
general tariff against Canada _ while 
extending most - favoured - nation treat- 
ment to the products of the United 
Kingdom ; and, if so, whether he can 
inform the House on what grounds 
Mr. Fielding was encouraged to believe 
it might be removed. 


Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY to 
THE TREASURY (Mr. Runciman, 
Dewsbury, for Sir Epwarp Grey): 
My right hon. friend has seen the 
Report of Mr. Fielding’s speech. But 
it would hardly be proper for him to 
take upon himself to interpret it, if the 
hon. Member considers that any interpre- 
tation is required. Nor can my right 
hon. friend say upon what grounds 
Mr. Fielding based his statement. The 
question is one within Mr. Fielding’s own 
competence and that of his colleagues, 
and though my right hon. friend has 
no special information with regard to the 
speech, he is sure that Mr. Fielding had 
good reason for what he said. 


Death Duties. 

Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD 
(Liverpool, West Derby): I beg to ask 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exehequer whether 
his attention has been directed to the 
practical working of Section 5, Sub- 
section 1, Section 17, and Section 22, 
Sub-section 1 (h) of the Finance Act, 
1894, whereby in the event of only a 
small portion of a deceased’s estate being 
settled, other parties being contingently 
entitled absolutely, nevertheless Settle- 
ment Estate Duty is, on the authority 
of “ Attorney-General ~. Fairley, ” 1897, 
1 Q.B., 698, demanded and collected 
in advance upon the whole estate, and 
that those who become absolutely cn- 
titled only receive back from the Inland 
Revenue their portions of the duty years 
afterwards, and without interest as pro- 
vided in Section 14 of the Finance Act, 
1898; and whether he will introduce 
legislation to remedy this grievance. 








—_— nr i 


-— oc we Gk ee ee a ee ak oe 


COL mM tt OD OOOO te ee ee OO OO 





re 
n- 
bh 
ce 
at 
us 
id 


Ce 
he 
le 
it- 
in 


ds 


ve 


ro 


ub 


a¢] 
nd 


id 
1's 


ct, 
ce 





37 Questions. 


THE CHANCELLOR or THE EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. Asquitn, Fife, E.): I 
am not clear whether the hon. Member's 
suggestion is that property contingently 
settled should be relieved entirely from 
the payment of Settlement Estate Duty, 
or that, when duty contingently paid 
falls to be reimbursed under Section 14 
of the Act of 1898, the repayment should 
be made with interest. But, in any case, 
I do not think that the circumstances 
warrant the introduction of fresh legis- 
lation extending the relief which the 
existing law gives to taxpayers in such 
cases. 


Mr. WILLIAM RUTHERFORD: I 
beg to ask Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer whether his attention has been 
directed to the practical working of The 
Finance Act, 1294, Section 4, and The 
Finance Act, 1900, Section 12, whereby 
for the purpose of fixing the rate of duty 
payable on the decease of any person all 
the property passing on such decease 
requires to be aggregated, and a higher 
rate is imposed upon the higher aggre- 
gated amounts, notwithstanding that the 
component amounts may arise under 
several different wills, settlements, or dis- 
positions ; and, in view of the effect upon 
the recipient of a small benefit arising 
upon such death, whether he will intro- 
duce legislation or take some other action 
by way of remedy. 


Mr. ASQUITH : This would involve a 
practical abandonment of the principle of 
aggregation upon which the Estate Duty 
has up to now been levied, as well as an 
entire reconstruction of the scale of 
duties. There are many objections to the 
adoption of the suggestion, but it is too 
wide a subject for me to deal with 
adequately in a reply to a Question. 


Taximeter Motor Cabs. 

Mr. SEAVERNS (Lambeth, Brixton) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department whether his atten- 
tion has been drawn to the fact that che 
cabdrivers of London are gravely dissatis- 
fied with the conditions of employment 
offered them by the company proposing 
to operate taximeter motor cabs in 
London ; whether the proposed revolu- 
tion in the cab system of London. in- 
volves sweating conditions for the men 
engaged therein; and whether he will 
pestpone the operation of the Public 
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Carriage Order until he has satisfied 
himself that reasonable remuneration will 
be offered to the men. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. GLAp- 
STONE, Leeds, W.): The Cabdrivers’ 
Union have expressed to me their dis- 
satisfaction with the terms of the com- 
pany referred to, which terms, however, 
I understand have been accepted by the 
company’s drivers. As regards the 
Public Carriage Order, my attention was 
called to certain legal difficulties which 
might arise from a possible interpretation 
of the construction of Section 9 (3) of 
the Metropolitan Public Carriage Act, 
1869, in reference to certain provisions of 
the Acts of 1853 as to cab fares. On this 
[ asked the law officers for their opinion, 
which I received on Saturday last. Their 
opinion necessitates reconsideration of 
certain parts of the Order, which conse- 
quently cannot yet be issued: 


Naval Uniforms in Political Demonstra- 
tions. 

Mr. BOWERMAN (Deptford): I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department if his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that in a pro- 
cession forming part of an open-air 
demonstration held in Trafalgar Square 
on Saturday afternoon last, organised 
under the auspices of a body calling it- 
self the Municipal Reformers, a trolly 
was drawn through the streets of London 
carrying a paper representation of a 
steamboat, by the side of which stood a 
person, presumably in command of the 
same, dressed in the uniform of an officer 
of His Majesty's Navy ; whether such 
representation is contrary to regulations ; 
and, if so, what steps it is proposed to 
take to prevent a repetition of such use 
of the uniform worn by officers in the 
naval service. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: The police, who 
witnessed the incident mentioned, re- 
ported that there was no such wearing 
of a uniform as appeared to constitute an 
offence against the Uniforms Act, 1894. 
That Act will of course be enforced if 
occasion should arise. 


Dale Hill Motor Fatality. 


Mr. RADFORD (Islington, E.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether his attention 
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Medhurst, a cyclist, who was killed by a 
motor car at the foot of Dale Hill, near 
Brighton ; and whether, in view of tho 
number of deaths to cyclists from the 
same cause, he will consider the advis- 
ability of introducing legislation to pro- 
tect the lives of cyclists. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I understand 
that at the inquest yesterday the jury 
raturned an open verdict. The driver 
‘of the motor car has been brought before 
the magistrates, and remanded on bail. 
Any question of amendment of the 
Motor Car Acts is a matter for the Local 
Government Board. 


Alien Criminal in London. 

Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth): I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department if his attention 
has been called to the recent trial of 
a Russian for burglary committed in 
London, when the Russian, on convic- 
tion for the third time, begged that an 
order should not be made for his expulsion, 
as he would be killed if he were sent back 
to Russia ; and whether he will be classed, 
in consequence, as a political refugee and 
entitled to asylum in this country as such. 


Mr GLADSTONE: I| have been un- 
able to identify the case from the par- 
ticulars given. Perhaps the hon. Member 
will kindly send me further details, such 
as the name of the man and the court at 
which and the date on which he was 
convicted. 


Women and Children in Public-houses. 

Mr. FIENNES (Oxfordshire, Ban- 
bury): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
he is aware that in some parts of London 


and other large towns the public-houses | 


are frequently filled with women and 
young children; and whether in the 
proposed Licensing Bill he will include 
proposals to deal with this question. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: There is no doubt, 
I am afraid, that in many places women, 
accompanied by young children, frequent 
public-houses far more than is, for many 
reasons, desirable. It is a matter of 
great difficulty to see the right remedy 
for the evil; and I must refrain from 
making any statement at the present 
moment as to legis!ation on the point 
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Law of Copyright. 

Mr. BECKETT (Yorkshire, N.R., 
Whitby) : I beg to ask the First Lord of 
the Treasury whether his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that early and 
defective editions of Ruskin’s books, dis- 
carded by Ruskin himself, are! now being 
reprinted by several firms of London 
publishers and offered for sale in Great 
Britain and in the Colonies ; and whether, 
as reprinting of misleading and obsolete 
editions of important ethical and scientific 
works, such as those of Ruskin and 


_ Darwin, is becoming so prevalent, he will 


introduce a Bill amending the law of copy- 
right with a view to check this evil. 


THE PRESIDENT or THE BOARD or 
TRADE (Mr. Litoyp-GerorGe, Carnarvon 
Boroughs): I am unable at present to 
make any promise as to the early intro- 
duction of copyright legislation, but when 
this can be undertaken the question of 
finding a remedy for the evil referred to 
shall not be overlooked. 


Scottish Railway Companies and Owner's 
Risk Notes. 

Mr. WATT (Glasgow, College) : I beg 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
if his attention has been called to the 
practice of railway companies in Scotland 
of practically forcing traders (by means 
of exacting conditions as to packing, etc.), 
to consign their goods under owner's 
risk notes; whether he is aware that 
under these notes the whole responsibility 
for damage to the goods, even for their 
existence, is transferred to the owners ; 
and whether he will introduce legislation 
to remedy this state of matters. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: I am aware 
that railway companies decline to carry 
certain articles unless properly protected 
by packing at other than owner’s risk. 
The question whether this condition is as 
regards any particular article just and 
reasonable is one for a legal tribunal, but 
if representations were received with 
regard to particular articles on which the 
condition is regarded to press unduly, the 
Board of Trade would be prepared to ex- 
ercise their good offices in an endeavour 
to effect a friendly settlement of the 
matter. The whole question of “ owner’s 
risk” in my judgment requires re-con- 
sideration. | understand that a Bill 
which proposes to vary the conditions 
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relating to owner’s risk has been intro- 
duced by the hon. Member for South-east 
Durham, and will probably be discussed 
shortly in this House. 


The Board of Trade. 

Mr. BOTTOMLEY (Hackney, S.): I 
beg to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether the Board has ever met; 
and, if so, whether he will state the date 
of the last meeting. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: All the 
members of this Board, like many another 
Board, are, except the chairman, purely 
nominal members. The last meeting of 
the Board of Trade attended by members 
other than the President appears to have 
been held on 5th March, 1850. 


Mr. BOTTOMLEY: May I ask the | 


right hon. Gentleman as representing the 
Department largely concerned in the 
administration of the Joint Stock Com- 
panies Act, if I am to infer that he is in 
favour of one-man companies 4 


[No Answer was returned. ] 


Steamship Passenger Lists—The Loss of 


the * Berlin. 

Captain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade whether, 
in view of the difficulty experienced in 
ascertaining the names of the passengers 
on the last voyage of the ill-fated “ Berlin,” 
he will favourably consider the question 
of issuing regulations making it com- 
pulsory on shipping companies to send 
ashore a complete list of passengers prior 
to the sailing of every vessel. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : I will certainly 
Jook into and carefully consider whether 
anything practical can be done in the 
direction suggested by the hon. Member. 


“Pontypool Union y. Buck.” 

Mr. LEA (St. Pancras, E.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether his attention has 
been called to the decision of the Court 
of King’s Bench on the appeal of the 
‘Pontypool Union v. Buck,” 71 J.P.R., 5, 
that a married woman with ample separate 
estate is not liable to contribute towards 
the maintenance of her parents or parent ; 
and whether, seeing that this decision 
creates a distinction between tke sexes, 
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as a son with property, or of sufficient 
wage-earning capacity, is so liable, he 
will consider the desirability of removing 
this distinction by legislation. 


THE PRESIDENT or tHE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. JoHN 
Burns, Battersea) : My right hon. friend 
has asked me to answer this Question. 
I replied to one of a similar kind on 
the 18th inst.t As I then stated, I have 
taken note of the point referred to, but 
I cannot promise to introduce legislation 
on the subject at the present time. 


Spotted Fever in London. 

Mr. ASHLEY: I beg to ask the 
President of the Local Government 
Board, how many cases of spotted fever, 
or suspected to be spotted fever, have 
been notified in London during the 
present month ; and how many cases are 
still under treatment. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: The disease is 
not at present compulsorily notifiable in 
London, but I have made inquiry and 
have only heard of three cases having 
occurred in London during the present 
month. Two of them proved fatal. I 
may add that the County Council have 
taken steps during the last five days 
to make it a notifiable disease. 


Mr. ASHLEY: After what period, 
ean the right hon. Gentleman say ? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: It comes into 
operation after the expiration of three 
days. 


Mr. ALDEN (Middlesex, Tottenham): 
I beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board, whether he would 
issue to boards of guardians, relieving 
officers, and Poor Law medical officers, 
the circular as to spotted fever or cerebro- 
meningitis which he proposes to issue to 
the sanitary authorities; and further, 
whether he would suggest to the 
guardians and relieving officers that poor 
sick persons and the poor parents of sick 
children should not, at the present time, 
if they state they are unable to pay for 
a doctor, be deterred from making 
application for medical assistance by the 
fear of having the relief made a debt or 
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by the fear of having to come before the 
guardians or a Committee. 


Questions, 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I am sending 
to boards of guardians the Memorandum 
which accompanied the circular referred 
to, with a view to its distribution 
amongst Poor Law medical officers, As 
regards the latter part of the Question, 
I have no reason to suppose that persons 
properly entitled to receive medical relief 
are deterred from applying for it by the 
considerations mentioned. by my _ hon. 
friend, and it does not seem to me neces- 
sary to communicate with the guardians 
on the subject. 


Report on Local Authorities’ Accounts 


Mr. KADFORD: I beg to ask the 
President of the Local Government 
Board, when an interim Report from the 
Departmental Committee on the accounts 
of local authorities may be expected to 
be laid upon the Table of the House ; 
and whether he will cause the minutes 
of evidence already taken, with the pro- 
ceedings of the Committee, to be printed 
and circulated with the interim Report. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I have received 
an interim Report from the Committee ; 
but I understand that they think that, 
when they make their Report on the 
remaining part of the reference to them, 
they may see reason to modify the 
details of some of the conclusions at 
which they have provisionally arrived. 
In these circumstances, they consider 
that it will be better to defer publication 
until the complete Report can be laid 
before Parliament. The Committee are 
now considering their further Report, 
and it is hoped that it will shortly be 
completed. 


Post Office Accounts. 


Mr. J. F. MASON (Windsor): [ beg 
to ask the Postmaster-General whether 
he will consider the advisability of 
presenting the accounts of the Telegraph 
and Telephone !’epartment in such a 
shape as the law requires in regard to 
commercial undertakings carried on by 
joint stock companies. ; 


Tue POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
SYDNEY Brixton, Tower Hamlets, Pop- 
lar): I am considering, in concert with 
the Treasury, whether the Telegraph and 
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Telephone accounts can be improved in 


Questions. 


form. The hon. Member is no doubt 
aware that their form is partly prescribed 
by statute. 


Welsh Education Department. 

Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.) : I 
beg toask the President of the Board of 
Education how many of those appointed 
to the newly-formed Welsh Department 
are to be drawn from outside the Civil 
Service ; what salaries they are to he 
paid ; and whether any preference is to 
be given in making these appointments 
to Welshmen. 


THE PRESIDENT or tHE BOARD 
oF EDUCATION (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
mouthshire, N.): The answer to the first 
paragraph is, for the present, three only ; 
to the second paragraph £1,200, £1,200, 
and £250 to £600; and to tie third 
paragraph the answer is yes. 


Lorp R. CECIL: Will similar _ pre- 
ference be given to Englishmen in the 
English Education Department ! 


Mr. MCKENNA : The answer to that 
is that in the Education Department at 
the present moment there are no Welsh- 
men at all. As a Welsh Department 
was about to be started, it was desirable, 
under the circumstances, that some 
Welshmen should be associated with that 
Department. 


Mr. ). A. THOMAS (Merthyr Tydvil) 
inquired whether in making the Welsh 
nominations any local preference would 
be shown. 


Mr. McKENNA: I do not know 
what my hon. friend means by local 
preference. If he means within Wales 
itself, no. 


Swansea Education Dispute. 


Lorp R. CECIL: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education 
whether he has yet decided the legal 
questions raised by the Swansea local 
education authority with reference to the 
appointment of teachers in non-provided 
schools ; and, if so, what is that decision. 


Mr. McKENNA: The decision is 
being sent to the managers and _ the 
local authority. Without going into 
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details, I may say generally that, in the | troduction next week an Education (Ad- 
creumstances in question, the managers | ministrative Provisions) Bill, which will 


must sign the agreements 


with the | include the uncontroversial clauses in last 


teachers, and, in the absence of any | year’s measure. 
intimation from the local authority as to | 


the salaries to be inserted, and in so far 


as the terms of the agreements are | 
reasonable, it will become the duty of | the hon. Member for Chatham, I beg t» 
|ask the First Commissioner of Works, 


the local education authority to accept 
financial responsibility for them. 


Lorp R. CECIL: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education 
whether the teachers of the non-provided 
schools in Swansea are given equal treat- 
ment in all respects by the local education 
authority with those of a similar grade in 
pro ided schools, and, if not, what 


Parliamentary Hairdressers’ Wages. 
Mr. WILKIE (Dundee) : On behalf of 


whether he is aware that the hair- 


dressers engaged at the House of Com- 


difference is made between the two sets | 
' Rossendale): The hairdressers are the 
| servants of Mr. Slater, who bas held the 


of teachers, and what is the reason for 
such difference. 
McKENNA : 


Mr. It is impossible 


for me to say whether teachers in any | 


school are given equal treatment in all 
respects with teachers in any other 
schools. As I understand the situation, 
the local authority at Swansea have not 
fixed any scale of salaries for teachers in 
the Voluntary Schools in their area, but 
so far as I am aware, though I am not 
certain, the 
salaries contained in the agreements in 


mons receive £1 per week and are 
compelled to lose all time during Parlia- 
mentary vacations; and, if so, whether 
he will use his influence at least to secur 
for the hairdressers a higher wage. 


THe FIRST COMMISSIONER or 
WORKS (Mr. Harcourt, Lancashire, 


appointment since it was first made in 


1895. I am not aware of the wages 
paid. The hairdressing room is closed 


during the recess. I do not know 


| whether higher wages for the men are 
compatible with the lower charges asked 


authority have paid the | 


force previous to the appointed day | 


between the managers and the teachers. 


Lorp R. CECIL: Has there been a 
perpetual request from the managers that 
the teachers should receive the ordinary 
rise of salary which they would have 
liad had they remained under the exclu- 
sive control of the managers ? 


Mr. McKENNA: 
aware the only perpetual request has 
been that the authority should inform 


the managers of the amount of salary | 


which should be inserted by them in the 
agreements with the teachers. 


Education Bill. 
Mr. MEYSEY-THOMPSON (Stafford- 


shire, Handsworth): I beg to ask the 


President of the Board of Education if he | 


will inform the House when he proposes to 
introduce the new Education Bill. 


So far as I am) 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


for by Members last year. 


Mr. WILKIE: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman ascertain the amount of 
wages ? 


Mr. HARCOURT : Yes. 


Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tyd- 
vil): Does the Fair Wages Clause apply 
to this contract ? 


Mr. HARCOURT: There is no con- 
tract. 


Imprisonment for Debt. 

Mr. MACLEAN (Bath) : I beg to ask 
Mr. Attorney-General whether, in view 
of the favourable consideration given last 
session by the Lord Chancellor and 
himself to the advisability of abolishing 
imprisonment for non-compliance with 
orders of the county court for monetary 
payments, he is now able to state 
whether legislation will be introduced at 
an early date to amend the Law. 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir 
JoHN Watton, Leeds, 8.) : I understand 
the subject is still under the considera- 


Mr. McKENNA: I am _ not quite | tion of the Lord Chancellor, and that he 
certain which Bill the hon. Member | contemplates the introduction of legisla- 
refers to, but I hope to present for in-' tion, but I cannot say when, 
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Corrupt Practices Act. | well as the new section called “ tabula- 
Mr. STRAUS (Tower Hamlets, Mile | tors. ” So far as the promotions to port 
End) : I beg to ask Mr. Attorney-General | clerkships only are concerned two of the 
whether his attention has been drawn to | abstractors (one from the Statistical 
the growing practice of evading the Office and one from the Long Room) 
Corrupt Practices Act; whether he is | were promoted to port clerkships before 
aware that a political procession took | the date of the reply in question. Since 
place on Saturday last, and that men | that time one of the tabulators serving in 
received payment from a newspaper for | the Long Room has been so promoted. 
taking part therein; and whether he 
intends to take any action in the matter. | 


Questions. 48 


Dailly School Board. 

Mr. BARNES (Glasgow, Blackfriars) : 
Str JOHN WALTON . [have nothing | I beg to ask the Secretary for Scotland it 
to add to what I said on Monday last.t he is aware that a difficulty has arisen in 
If any breach of the law has taken place | the filling of the chairmanship of the 
my hon. friend should bring it before the | school board in the parish of Dailly, 
Director of Public Prosecutions. |rendered vacant by the death of Sir 
| James Fergusson ; and will he take steps 


Chief Officer of Customs--Age Limit. | towards getting the vacancy filled by the 


Mr. SEDDON (Lancashire, Newton) : | 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury if his attention has been called to 
the age limit fixed at forty for future 
appointments to Chief Officers of Customs; 
and if he will undertake that this age 
limit is applied to future appointments to 
the Surveyor-General’s and other offices. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The age limit was 
fixed in the case of appointments to the 
duties of Chief Officer because that grade 
is regarded as a valuable training ground | 
for officers eligible for positions of higher | 
rank in the service to which it is undesir- 
able to appoint men past the prime of 
life. The Board of Customs inform me 
that they see no reason for extending the 
limit to other posts. 

Customs Assistant Clerks. | 

Mr. O’DOWD (Sligo, S.): I beg to | 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury whether | 
his attention has been called to the reply | 
received by the new class of assistant | 
clerks in the Customs Statistical Office, | 
to the effect that a larger proportion of | 
assistant clerks of special merit may, in | 
the future, be promoted to port clerk- | 
ships than has hitherto been the case ; 


and whether he will state how many of | 
the new class of assistant clerks had re- | 
ceived promotion prior to the date of the 
reply, and the number of such clerks that 


have since been promoted. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN : It is to be observed 
that the term assistant clerk includes 
the old section called “ abstractors ” as 


eoeneeeneme eee 
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usual method of procedure, viz., by the 
appointment of the nearest unsuccessful 
candidate at the election. 


THE SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Stnciatr, Forfarshire) : The De- 
partment has now received intimation of 
the resignation of two of the remaining 
members of the Board. As there is thus 
no quorum of the Board the Department 
will take steps to order a fresh election 
in terms of Section 17 of the Education 
(Scotland) Act, 1878. 


Procurators-Fiscal Offices. 
Mr. WATT: I beg to ask the Lord 
Advocate if his attention has been called 
to the fact that in several of the premises 


of the procurators-fiscal in the West of 


Scotland, which are owned, furnished, 
and maintained in lighting, heating, and 
caretaking by public money, parts of 
these premises are let or given to outside 
tenants or occupiers; will he say if any 
rent is dangel in these cases ; and, if 
not, will he see that a stop is put to the 
practice. 


THE LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. 
Tuomas SHAW, Hawick Burghs): My 
attention has not been called to the 
practice referred to in the Question, and 
I should be obliged to my hon. friend if 
he would furnish to me details of the 
specified instances to which he refers, so 
that inquiry may be instituted. 


Trim and Glin Industrial School 
cials. 


Mr. SHEEHY (Meath, S.) : I beg to 
ask Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland on 
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what grounds do the Local Government | 
Board refuse to sanction a retiring allow- | 
ance to the officials of the Trim and Glin | 
industrial schools ; whether officials dis- | 
charging duties of a similar class, em-| 
ploye ed under the Poor Law, are entitled | 
to such allowance; and, if a legal ob- | 
stacle does exist to the governors of | 
these institutions giving any retiring 
allowance to the officials who have served 
them faithfully and with zeal, will he 
take steps, by legislation or other- 
wise, to remove the existing impedi- 
ment. 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL For 
IRELAND (Mr. Cuerry, Liverpool 
Exchange): I am informed by the Local | 
Government Board that the ground upon | 
which they refuse to sanction a retiring | 
allowance to the officials mentioned in| 
the Question is that there is no enact- | 
ment, of which they are aware, which | 
would authorise them to do so. I un- 
derstand that officials discharging duties | 
of a similar class employed under the 
Poor Law Acts are entitled to such an | 
allowance. The Government will con- 
sider the question of introducing legisla- | 
tion extending the right to a retiring | 
allowance to officers of industrial dis- | 
trict schools, but having regard to the | 
number and importance of bills affect- | 
ing Irish matters which have already | 
been promised for the present session | 
I cannot at present give any more | 
definite undertaking on the subject. | 

Irish Untenanted Lands. | 

Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.): | 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the} 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland in view of the | 
fact that most Irish counties contain | 
small congested areas, many uneconomic | 
agricultural holdings, and untenanted | 
land wherewith those conditions could | 
be relieved, will he, in connection with | 
the extensive transfer of ownership now 
going on, have statistical tables relating 
to the whole of Ireland, similar to those 
relating to Donegal, with the addition of | 


untenanted land, prepared for issue with | 
the final Report of the Commission on | 
Congestion ; and can he say how soon | 
that final Report will be presented. | 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. BrrrELL, Bristol, N.): I 
am informed that the Royal Commission 
on Congestion have had statistical tables, | 
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similar to those relating to Donegal, 
prepared for each county in Ireland, and 
it is intended to publish the tables 
| relating to the counties which contain 
scheduled congested districts as an ap- 
pendix to the evidence taken in those 
counties. The question whether the 
tables relating to non-congested counties 


| shall be published has not yet been 


decided by the Commission. The Com- 
missioners inform me that they are not 
yet able to say when their final Report 
will be ready. A great deal of evidence 
remains to be taken. 


Coercive Purchase Agreements. 

Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland in view of the number of cases 
in which tenants are coerced to sign 
purchase agreements by writs, civil bills, 
and other forms of pressure, depriving 
the agreements of a voluntary character 
and deterring the tenants from seeking 
protection, do the Estate Commissioners 
require in those cases a disclosure of the 
vendor's accounts and proceedings against 
the tenants; do they get the lands 
inspected tor value notwithstanding the 
zones ; and what steps, if any, do they 
take to keep the price within the value. 


Mr. BIRRELL: If a holding which 
is held under a judicial tenancy is in- 
cluded in lands declared by the Estates 
Commissioners to be an “estate” for 
the purposes of the Act, then, provided 
the price comes within the zones, the 
Commissioners hold that they have no 
discretion as to the price, and are bound 
to make the advance. If, however, the 
purchasing tenants should allege that the 
agreement was entered into under duress, 
and the Commissioners should find such 
to be the fact, they will, in the exercise 
of their powers, refuse to act upon the 
agreement. 


Land Judge’s Court and Purchase 
Agreements. 


Mr. GINNELL: I beg to ask the 


| Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 


of Ireland when, as in a recently reported 
case, tenants on an estate for sale in the 
Land Judge’s Court have offered a price, 
and the Land Judge instructs the receiver, 
by exercise of his penal powers, to get the 
tenants to consent to a higher price, and 
the Judge adds to the receiver’s salary 
an additional payment proportionate to 
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the increase thus obtained, do the Estates 
Commissioners ascertain by inspection 


the actual value of the property involved | 


before advancing prices and bonus ; and, 
if not, will he state how are the interests 
of the purchasers and of the public safe 
guarded in the transaction. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that before making an 
offer to the Land Judge for the purchase 
of an estate they have an inspection 
made, and the price offered is their 
estimate of the value, based on the 
information obtained by inspection. As 
regards the preamble to the Question, the 
Land Judge informs me that he is aware 
of no such case as is referred to. The 
Judge would strongly condemn the action 
of any receiver who should seek by 
threats to influence the tenants to pay a 
higher price. The suggestion that the 
receiver's salary is increased in proportion 
to the prices o}tained is, the Judge states, 
entirely without foundation. The re- 
muneration of a receiver for negotiating 
sales is fixed by the Judge solely upon a 
consideration of the work done. 


West of Ireland Potato Crop. 

Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutentant of Ireland whether he is yet 
in a position to make a full statement of 
the measures which the Irish Government 
propose to take for the relief of the 
distress in those districts of the West of 
Ireland where the potato crop has failed. 


Mr. BIRRELL: Local inquiries are 
being made in the districts in the West 
where the failure of the potato crop has 
been most felt, and the Vice-President of 
the Local Government Board js just 
starting for the West with a view to the 
completion of the arrangements. I hope 
in the course of a short time to confer 
with him and to be ina position to give 
the full statement which the hon. 
Member asks for. 


Massy Estate, County Leitrim. 

Mr. DOLAN (Leitrim, N.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the sale of 
the Massy Estate, situated at Gubaveeney, 
Derry herk, barony of Rosclogher, county 
Leitrim, is pending before ‘the Estates 
Commissioners ; whether the Estates 
Commissioners are aware that the estate 
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in question consists largely of bog and 
and is not security for 
twenty-two and a half years’ purchase, 
the price demanded by the landlord ; 
whether they are aware that the tenants 
have accepted these terms through fear, 
lest legal proceedings should be taken 
against them for arrears of rent if they 
refused to accept them ; and whether the 
Estates Commissioners will refuse to 
sanction the sale of this estate at twenty- 
two and a half years’ purchase. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that neither of the 
townlands mentioned is included in the 
proceedings for sale in respect of the 
Massy Estate which have been instituted 
before them. The Commissioners are not 
aware of the facts alleged in the Question, 
but when dealing with the estate they 
will be prepared to consider any represen- 
tations which may be made to them as 
regards the circumstances under which 
the purchase agreements were signed. 


Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, 8.) : Can 
the right hon. Gentleman say what is the 
amount of the arrears due from tenants on 
this estate ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: 


notice. 


I cannot without 


Land Purchase in County Sligo. 

Mr. ODOWD: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland, if he can state the number 
of estates in the county of Sligo for 
which purchase agreements have been 
entered into, from the passing of the 
Land Act of 1903 up to the present time ; 
the number of sales made by private 
treaty ; and the number of estates pur- 
chased by the Estates Commissioners and 
Congested Districts Board respectively, 
with the average number of years pur- 
chase paid in each case. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- 
sioners have received, under the Act of 
1903, 2,666 agreements for direct sale 
from landlords to tenants, the number of 
estates being seventy-three, and the 
average number of years purchase, 23°6. 
Proceedings for the sale of ten estates to 
the Commissioners have been instituted, 
and four of these are being purchased, 
the number of purchasing tenants being 
506, and the average number of years 
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purchase being 21-1. The Commissioners 
have no information as to the sales 
effected by private treaty. The Congested 
Districts Board have since the passing of 
the Land Act of 1903, purchased seven 
estates in the county Sligo, for sums 
amounting to £101,178, being an average 
of twenty-three and a quarter years pur- 
chase of the rentals including the esti- 
mated annual value of the untenanted 
lands. 


Beet Growing in Ireland. 


Mr. O'’DOWD : I beg to ask the Chief | 


Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that recent 
experiments made on plots of inferior 
land in the West of Ireland and elsewhere, 
have shown that the saccharine matter in 
irish-grown beet almost doubles that of 
beet grown in Germany, and that the 
crop can be cultivated almost as easily as 
any other root crop; and, if so, whether 
it is his intention to impress on the 
Department of Agriculture the importance 
of encouraging the growth of beet-root in 
Ireland, and the advisability of experi- 
menting on a practical scale with the 
view of producing sugar from Irish beet 
on a paying basis. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am informed that 
the Department are aware that experi- 
ments in the cultivation of beet have been 
made on small plots of land in Ireland 
and that in some cases the beet has been 
found to be rich in sugar. The Depart- 
ment state that they have satisfied 
themselves by careful inquiry that it is 
not possible to guarantee that beet 
would be cultivated in any one district 
in Ireland over a sufficiently large area to 
warrant the expenditure of the large 
capital sums necessary for the building 
and equipment of a sugar factory. ‘Jhey 
believe al-o that beet could not be made 
as remunerative a crop as other root crops 
now grown in Ireland, and on these 
grounds do not think they would be 
justified in encouraging the growing of 
beet in this country or in undertaking an 
experiment of the nature suggested. I 
will send the hon. Member a statement 
giving details which could not well be 
included in the limits of an oral Answer. 


Seed Potato Supplies for Distressed 
istricts. 
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Ireland whether he can state the full 
particulars of the plans adopted by the 
Local Government Board and the De- 
partment of Agriculture in Ireland for 
providing seed in districts in which the 
potato crop failed last year. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Local Govern- 
ment Board are atfording employment in 
distressed areas to those persons, fortun- 
ately not very numerous this year, who 
are too poor to purchase seed for cash, or 
to obtain it on loan, and arrangements 
are in progress which will enable such 
persons to expend their earnings in 
purchasing imported seed. The Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction, which has no functions in 
regard to relief of distress, has schemes 
at work in the western districts for 
facilitating a change of seed for the 
potato and other crops. These schemes 
include arrangements for the sale on 
favourable terms of limited quantities of 
good seed, the produce of which is 
intended to be reserved for seed purposes 
the following year. In addition, loans 
are being made through Agricultural 
Banks to enable occupiers to purchase 
seed potatoes with the advantages of the 
terms which are available for cash pay- 
ments and bulked orders. The Depart- 
ment assists by inspection, as far as 
practicable, of the seed purchased under 
these schemes. The latter are a pre- 
liminary part of a system for the 
permanent improvement of the western 
districts which was outlined on behalf of 
the Department in evidence before the 
Royal Commission on Congestion. It 
would be impracticable to give details of 
this system in reply to a Question, but 
they. can be furnished to the hon. 
Member in a few days if he desires. 


Dromagh Untenanted Lands. 

Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether the Estates 
Commissioners have received any recent 
communications from Mr. W. N. Leader, 
J.P., D.L., Dromagh, county Cork, in 
reference to the proposed sale of his un- 
tenanted land, nearly 2,000 acres ; and 
whether, in view of the anxiety of many 
evicted tenants in the locality to acquire 
holdings, and of deserving labourers to 
secure suitable allotments under the 


Mr. DILLON : I beg to ask the Chief | Labourers Act of 1906, the Commis- 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of!sioners will instruct their inspector to 
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visit the estate and make inquiry, under , 
the provisions of the Land Act of 1903. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- | 
sioners have not received any recent com- 
munication from Mr. W. Leader. The 
Commissioners will instruct their in- 
spector to make full inquiries as to the 
wants and circumstances of the neigh- 
bourhood before they sanction any 
arrangement as to the untenanted land 
on the estate. 


Mr. FLYNN : Will the Estates Com- 
missioners give power to their inspector , 
to initiate negotiations in regard to this 
estate and thus avoid unnecessary delay ? 

Mr. BIRRELL: I will look into that. 

Irish Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
Commission which is inquiring into the 
Department of Agriculture in Ireland 
finished taking evidence last November ; 
what is the cause of the delay in the issue 
of the Report of the Commission ; and 
when it may be expected. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am informed that 
the Committee held its last public sitting 
for the reception of evidence on 23rd 
November last, and is now engaged in 
the preparation of its Report which, it is 
hoped, will be ready in May next. The 
evidence taken at the inquiry occupied 
forty-nine sittings, and extends to some 
thousand pages of print. The Committee 
inform me that no avoidable delay will 
take place in the issue of the Report. 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND: Does the 
right hon. Gentleman think an interval 
of six months for considering the Report 
after closing the evidence is reasonable ? 
Will he not use his influence to expedite 
the Report, seeing that a discussion of 
the Department without it would be 
difficult ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I will see the chair- 
man again and represent to him the 
views of the hon. Member. 


Galway and Mayo Agricultural Banks. 
Mr. DILLON: I beg to ask the Chief | 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of | 
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Ireland whether he can give the number 


of agricultural banks in the Connemara 
| Division of Galway and the East Mayo 


Division of Mayo respectively ; whether 
he will state the present condition of 
these banks ; and whether it is proposed 
to use the agricultural banks as the sole 
machinery for distributing potato seed in 
distressed districts in Ireland. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am informed that 
the Department have no records at their 
disposal which would enable them to state 
with accuracy the exact number of agri- 
cultural banks in a particular Parliamen- 
tary Division, but they believe it would 
be approximately correct to say that there 
are six agricultural banks in the Conne- 
mara Division of Galway, and seven in 
the East Mayo Division of Mayo. The 
condition of these banks on the whole is 
reported to be satisfactory. With a view 
to encouraging the introduction of fresh 
seed potatoes and oats, the Department 
have arranged to grant special loans re- 
payable in one year to a limited number 
of agricultural credit societies in the poorer 
districts of the west. The Department's 
action is quite independent of the matter 
of the relief of distress, which forms no 
part of their functions. As regards the 
last paragraph of the Question, I have 
stated in reply to the hon. Member’s 
earlier Question the measures proposed 
to be taken for distributing potato seed. 


American Gooseberry Mildew. 

Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
of the damage being wrought in Ireland 
by the spread of the American gooseberry 
mildew ; whether the steps taken by the 
Department of Agriculture have had any 
effect in checking the spread of the 
disease ; and whether the Department 
will consider the establishment of a system 
of inspection of nuserymen’s stocks of 
gooseberry bushes and cuttings, so as to 
prevent the distribution of diseased plants. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Department of 
Agriculture are aware that the American 
gooseberry mildew exists in certain 
counties in Ireland, and have taken all 
possible steps to check the spread of the 
disease, which it is hoped will produce 
the desired effect. The Department have 
already had the stocks in the principal 
nurseries inspected, and have advised the 
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destruction of such bushes as were found 
to be infected. 


Mr. Burrowes’ Londonderry Estate. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant | 
of Ireland whether his attention has been 
called to the remarks of Mr. Justice 
Ross, in the Land Judge’s Court, on 
28th January, in reference to the estate 
of George Burrowes, of county London- 
derry ; and whether, in view of the 
statement by the Land Judge that the 
Estates Commissioners have been taking 
an utterly illegal course in revising, 
without evidence, agreements arrived at 
between landlords and tenants within 
the zones, he intends to direct the 
Estates Commissioners to conform to 
the law. 





| 
| 

Mr. BIRRELL: The Answer to the | 
first part of the Question is in the 
affirmative. As to the second part, I 
am informed that the Estates Commis- | 
sioners are of opinion that the learned | 
Land Judge’s observations were based 
on misconceptions, and that they pro- 
pos to take such action as will give 
an opportunity for a final decision on the 
point. 


Crime in County Clare. 

*CaptaAin CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland how many cases of outrage or 
attempted outrage, in which firearms 
were used, took place in the county of 
Clare during the month of January, 
1907 ; in how many cases were persons 
wounded ; and have any, and how many, 
persons been arrested in connection with 
such outrages or attempted outrages. 


Mr. BIRRELL : The Inspector-General 
of the Royal Irish Constabulary informs 
me that during the period named four 
such cases occurred in county Clare, and 
in two of the cases persons were wounded. 
One person has been arrested in each of 
the four cases; three of these have been 
returned for trial at the Assizes, and one 
is on remand. 


Mr. KILBRIDE (Ki'dare, S.): Pend- 
ing the trial of the prisoners will the 
Irish Government see that no prominent 
politicians make speeches calculated to 
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Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.): As this question is calculated to 
discredit the country, may I ask if it is 
not the fact that at the last Assizes the 
Judge congratulated the Grand Jury on 
the peaceable condition of the country ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: Certainly, that is so. 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH (Down, 8.) : How 
many outrages took place in county 
Down in the same period ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I cannot tell. 

*CapraIN CRAIG: The Answer refers 
to four cases but I can supply evidence of 
seven cases for the right hon. Gentleman 
to inquire into. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am content to rely 
on the information given me by the In- 
spector General of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary. 


Alleged Outrage at Cloghroe. 
Captain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether any arrests have been 
made in connection with the recent 
dynamite outrage perpetrated near Clogh- 
roe, in the Parliamentary division of Mid 


Cork. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The police authorities 
are carefully investigating this alleged 
outrage. No arrest has been made. 


Mr. FLYNN: Is there not some 
doubt in the minds of the Constabulary 
as to whether this outrage occurred at 
all ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: There is some doubt 
as to the circumstances. 


Mr. MOORE: Is it not the fact that 
the victim has been boycotted for fifteen 
years ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I have no information 
as to that. 


Mr. MOORE: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman inquire ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: Yes. 
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County Donegal Fishery By-laws. 

Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
has received a resolution of the County 
Council of Donegal regarding a by-law 
proposed to be enacted by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture restricting the 
fishermen’s rights of public fishing in 
the ocean off certain portions of the 
coast of county Donegal; and whether, 
in view of the protests of this and of 
other public bodies, the Lord-Lieutenant 
will refuse his sanction to the proposed 
by-law. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The resolution in 
question has been received, but the pro- 


posed by-law to which it refers has not | 


yet been submitted to the Lord-Lieutenant 
in Council for approval. In accordance 
with the invariable practice, all persons 
who are opposed tc such a by-law wiil 


have an opportunity, before the by-law | 


is sanctioned, of appearing in person, or 
by counsel, vefore the Committee of the 
Privy Council. 


Moonlighting at Craughwell. 

Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, S.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that a party of moonlighters 
carrying arms has lately attacked the 
house of Mrs. Ryan in the village of 
Craughwell, county Galway, into which 
they tired four shots; that Mrs. Ryan’s 
residence is within twenty yards of the 
police barracks; and that some of the 
pellets, after passing through the back 


and front windows of the house, lodged | 


in the walls of the police barrack ; and 
whether the police have arrested anyone 
in connection with the matter. 


Mr. BIRRELL : The Inspector-General 
reports that at 8.20 p.m. on the 8th instant 
one revolver shot was fred from the rear 
of Mrs. Ryan’s house at Craughwell. The 
bullet penetrated the window of a small 
room at the back of the house and lodged 
in the wall of the room. At the same 
time a large stone was thrown through 


a window on the other side of the door. 


into another small room. Mrs. Ryan’s 


house is opposite the barrack, but no | 


pellets struck the barrack or passed 


through the front windows of Mrs. Ryan’s | 
The police are inquiring into the. 


house. 
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| matter, but up to the present have no 
' evidence to justify an arrest. 


New Inn Branch of the United Irish 

eague. 

Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that at a meeting of the New Inn branch 
of the United Irish League, in county 
Galway, lately a resolution was passed 
calling on all graziers who hold land in 
the parish to surrender the same by May 
next and not to block the people any 
longer from getting the land ; and, seeing 
that it was decided to adopt proper 
measures towards graziers who did not 
comply with the resclution, and also to 
publish a list of graziers who were to 
give up their lands, whether, in the event 
of an attempt being made to use boycot- 
ting or intimidation to enforce this reso- 
lution, he will employ the forces at his 
disposal to protect these graziers in the 
exercise of their legal rights. 


Mr. BIRRELL: A report of the 
meeting of the New Inn Branch of the 
League is published in the Connaught 
Leader of 16th instant, from which it 
| appears that resolutions in the terms 
mentioned in the Question were passed. 
The police will give all necessary protec- 
tion to all persons requiring it in this 
district. 


Leitrim Extra Police Charges. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that the 
Leitrim County Council have refused to 
pay the sum of £34 lis. 9d. demanded by 
the Inspector-General as a moiety of the 
cost of extra police sent to the vicinity of 
| Ballinaglera to protect T. Brady during 

the period ending 30th September, 1906 ; 
whether a further expense of the same 
nature has since been incurred, and is 
still going on; and what steps are to be 
taken to enforce the demand. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Answer to the 
first two inquiries is in the affirmative. 
The statutory certificate, the issue of 
which is a preliminary step for the 
recovery of the debt, has been forwarded 
to the county council, and no further 
action can be taken in the matter until 
after the next mecting of the council, on 
15th May. 
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*Mr. DOLAN: Has not this man for | been constructed in the weir in question. 


whom this protection was provided been 
prosecuted for by the constable protecting 
him, and did not he and the constable 
protecting him, after knocking an old 


man down, drive away without assisting 


him ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise 
out of the Question on the Paper. 


River Deel Salmon Fisheries. 

Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY (Limerick, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he is aware that a weir has been erected 
on the River Deel, near Askeaton, in 
the county of Limerick, which is a bar to 
the salmon coming up the river in the 
spring season owing to the fact that 
there is a vacuum between the wall and 
the water flowing over the weir, in con- 
sequence of which the fish stay in the 
reaches of the river below the weir, 
thereby creating a _ valuable 
interest in the river there ; and whether, 
in the public interest, he will cause an 
inquiry to be made into this matter, with 
the view to having a queen’s gap made 
in the weir to facilitate the passage of 
the fish up the river. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I understand that 
the circumstances are practically as 
stated in the Question. The Department 
will see what can be done to facilitate the 
ascent of salmon over the weir. 


Feale Fishery. 

Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that the decrease in the number of 
fish in the Feale is due to the erection of 
a weir perpendicular to the bed of the 
river at Listowel in which the conserva- 
tors of the time failed to have inserted a 
fish gap to facilitate the passage of the 
fish to the upper waters, and not to any 
other cause ; and whether, having regard 
to this fact, he will take steps to have 
the matter investigated so that a queen's 
gap may be made in the weir to enable 
the fish to go without difficulty up the 
river. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Department in- 
form me that a fish pass has recently 


The Department assisted financially and 
with professional advice. 


Maigne Fishery. 
Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he _ is 


_aware that net fishermen in a reserved 


part of the Maigne to which they have 


| the right to fish from custom, near Adare, 


in the county of Limerick, are under a 
by-law made some time ago confined to 
fishing from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. during the 


‘fishing season, excluding Saturdays and 


private | 


inquiry. 


Sundays, and that, in consequence, if the 
fishermen remain fishing at the extreme 
end of this reserve until the allowed time 
in the evenings they cannot bring back 
their net in the boat ; and whether owing 
to the hardship of this regulation under 
which the men must bring back the net 
on their shoulders along the river bank, 
a distance of three miles, he will take 
steps to see that they may be allowed 
to return to the landing place with their 
net in the boat. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am informed that 
the restrictions imposed by the by-law 
are as described in the Question. The 
Department will consult the Board of 
Conservators with regard to the dis- 
advantage under which the fishermen are 
said to labour in getting home their nets. 


Gortnahoe Evicted Tenants. 

Mr. KENDAL O'BRIEN (Tipperary, 
Mid.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he 
can say what action has been taken 
by the Estates Commissioners to bring 
about the rcinstatement of Michael 
Dillon, evicted tenant, on the estate of 
Lord Clonmell at Lisduff, Gortnahoe, 
Thurles, county Tipperary : and whether 
they will refuse to sanction the sale 
of the estate until he is put back again 
in his holding. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners inform me that they have 
referred the application of Michael 
Dillon, with others, to an inspector for 
On receipt of his report on this 
application they will consider what 
action, if any, they will take in the 
, matter, 
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Mr. KENDAL O'BRIEN: I beg to! 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he can say 
whether the inspector of the Estates 
Commissioners has yet reported in the 
case of Phillip McDonnell, evicted tenant 
on the property of Admiral Sir Edward 
Poé, in the parish of Grange, Gortnahoe, 
near Thurles, in the county of Tipperary ; 
if so, what is the nature of the report ; 
and whether the Commissioners have yet 
taken any steps to bring about his rein- 
statement. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that they have received 
the report of their inspector on this case 
and will consider it in due course. These 
reports are confidential documents pre- 
pared for the use of the Commissioners. 


River Feale Fishing Season. 

Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Iieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that the fishery department of the Agri- 
cultural Board have not for some years 
opened the fishing season in the upper 
waters of the River Feale, near Abbey- 
feale, in the county of Limerick, until the 
Ist May, thereby causing dissatisfaction 
amongst anglers of the district at this 
action in destroying sport ; and whether 
he will take steps to see that the fishing 
season there is opened at an early date. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am not informed as 
to the facts of this particular case, but I 
am aware that it is considered that 
alterations of the close season are desir- 
able in several cases. The power to hold 
inquiries on the question of changing close 
seasons is vested in the Department of 
Agriculture, but pending an alteration of 
the law, they cannot resume holding 
theseinquiries, which have been suspended 
for some years. The question of introduc- 
ing legislation on this subject is under my 
consideration, but I am not in a position 
to announce a decision. 


Galway Ferries. 

Mr. GWYNN (Galway): I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether the proposed 
Bill for extending the county council’s 
powers of raising and expending money 
will include a clause enabling them to 
establish and maintain ferries ; whether 
his attention has been called to the in- 
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convenience occasioned to the county of 


Galway by the operation of the existing 
limitations ; and at what date he hopes to 


succeed in passing his Bill into law. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The question of intro- 
ducing into the proposed Bill such a 


clause as the hon. Member desires jis 


under consideration. I am aware that 
the Galway County Council are desirous 
of obtaining power to provide and work 
a ferry over Lough Corrib. I hope to 
introduce the Bill referred to at an early 
date, but its progress will, of course, 
depend upon the state of public business 
generally. 


Irish Police Reports. 

Mr. FELL: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he will ascertain whether 
any instructions or suggestions, verbal 
or written, have been given to the 
Royal Irish Constabulary to the effect 
that they are to discontinue sending to 
the Chief Secretary full reports of boy- 
cotting, intimidation, and other disorders ; 
and whether he can give an assurance 
that the receipt of such full reports from 
district inspectors and others will be 
welcomed by him. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The suggestion con- 
tained in the first part of this Question 
is entirely without foundation. Reports 
of the nature referred to are made to me 
as of course when occasion arises ; but 
the hon. Member can hardly expect me 
to say that I welcome the receipt of such 
reports. 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH:: Will the right 
hon. Gentleman suggest to the Home 
Secretary that he ask the Chief Constable 
of Great Yarmouth for a report on all 
cases of bribery and corruption occurring 
in that borough ? 


[No Answer was returned. | 


Dublin Technical College. 

Mr. C. MACVEIGH (Donegal, EF.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of ireland whether his 
attention has been called to a resolution 
of the Donegal County Council, protest- 
ing against the Technical College in 
Dublin being built with imported stone ; 
whether proposals are being made to 
build the superstructure with Portland 
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stone, discarding the Irish stone at the 
quarries, Mountcharles, county Donegal, 
said by experts to be superior; and 
whether he will take steps to have the 


contract thrown open to competition of | 


Irish stone only. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: I have not seen 
the resolution referred to, but in any 
ease [ can add nothing to the reply given 
by my predecessor on the 7th November 
Jast to the hon. Member for East Clare.f 


Attacks on Irish Postmen. 
Captain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Postmaster-General whether he is aware 


that on the 19th instant, close to the | 


Ballinagleragh estate, county Leitrim, a 
rural postman was set upon by men 
whose faces were blackened and who 
were otherwise disguised, and a number 
of registered letters stolen from his bag ; 
and whether any arrests have been 
effected in connection with the outrage. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : The matter 
to which the hon. and gallant Member 
refers has already been reported to me 
No arrest has yet been reported to me. 


Mr. LONSDALE: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that on the 19th instant 
another postman was robbed of registercd 
letters, and that on the following day 
in the same locality a post-boy who 
had succeeded in delivering such letters 
wes savagely attacked by a mob and 
only rescued from serious injury by the 
police with great difticulty ? 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : The matter 


is being inquired into. 


Mr. MCORE: 
Gentleman ask for police protection for 
these postmen ? 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: That is 
not in my Department. 


Mr. LONSDALE asked as to a 
robbery of mails at Macroom. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Notice should be 


given of the Question. 
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Will the right hon. | 


for} 
a 


Questions. 


Irish Policy of the Government. 
CapTaIN CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
| Prime Minister whether it is the 
| intention of the Government to introduce 
their Home Rule Bill or the measure 
dealing with university education in 


| Ireland before Easter. 


Mr. STANLEY WILSON (Yorkshire, 

E. R., Holderness): Before the right hon. 

Gentleman answers the question, may I 

ask him whether, after the result of the 

Brigg election, he will not think it 

advisable to postpone these Bills 
| altogether. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: That does not seem 
to be relevant to the question of univer- 
sity education in Ireland. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or tHE TREASURY (Sir 
H. CAMPBELL - BANNERMAN, Stirling 
Burghs): No, Sir, the Irish legislation 
of the Government—which, I suppose, is 
what the hon. and gallant Member refers 


' to-—will not be introduced before Easter, 


Cape Government and Colonial Preference 
Siz EDWARD SASSOON (Hythe) : 
I heg to ask the Prime Minister whether 
his attention has been called to the 
declaration of the Cape Government 
that the continuance of preferential treat- 
ment to the producers and manufacturers 
of Great Britain is largely dependent 
upon the granting of some reciprocal 
privileges to British Colonies; and 
whether, in view thereof, he will see his 
| way to give consideration to the views of 
| the Cape Government at the forthcoming 
| Colonia! Conference. 


| Sim H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
| Ido not think the terms of the Resolution 
of the Cape Government, the effect of 
which the hon. Member has correctly 
stated, are such as to call for any declara- 
tion from His Majesty’s Government. 
Of course the opinions of any Colony on 
| any question will receive attention. 


| Sm EDWARD SASSOON: May I 
| ask whether our representative at the 
| Conference will be instructed to keep an 
| open mind on the subject ? 

Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 


| 
| Our representative at the Conference 


C 
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will, I suppose, be the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, and he will, no doubt, 
be fully acquainted with the opinions 
and feeling of the Government on the 
subject. 


Mr. R. DUNCAN (Lanarkshire, 
Govan) asked whether the Prime Minister 
was aware that it had been indicated to 
the House that the Government did not 
go into the Conference with their mind 
open, and whether they might take it 
that the door was at least ajar on this 
subject. 


Sin H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I do not think there can be any doubt as 
to the general opinions on this subject of 
ITis Majesty’s Government. 


Small Holdings Bill. 

Mr. CORRIE GRANT (Warwickshire, 
Rugby): I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
whe the Small Holdings Bill, promised 
in His Majesty’s gracious Speech, will be 
introduced ; and whether it will be first 
introduced in this House or elsewhere. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
No, Sir, it is too early for me to give my 
hon. friend any information about this 
Bill, which I expect will be introduced in 
this House. 


The Wreck of the “ Berlin.” 

Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.): I 
beg to ask the Prime Minister whether 
the name of Captain Sperling will be 
included in the list of those whom the 
Government intend to recognise in con- 
nection with the “ Berlin” disaster. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Certainly, Sir, of course. When I used 
the phrase “lifeboat crews” I was 
quoting from a document which was 
written before the gallant action of 
Captain Sperling was known, at any rate 
in any detail, in this country. All who 


have taken part in the work of rescue | 


will be recognised. 


SELECTION. 


Ordered, That Mr. Eugene Wason be 
discharged from the Committee and that 
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Mr. Crombie be added.—(Sir /Villivm 
Brampton Gurdon.) 


NEW BILLS. 


PROBATION OF OFFENDERS BILL. 


“To permit the release of Offenders on 
Probation in certain cases,” presented 
by Mr. Secretary Gladstone ; to be read 
a second time upon Monday next, and to 
be printed. [Bill 75.] 


LICENSING (SCOTLAND) AMENDMENT 
BILL. 


«To provide for the later opening in 
the morning of premises licensed for the 
Sale of Excisable Liquors in Scotland,” 
presented by Mr. Findlay ; supported by 
Mr. Cameron Corbett, Mr. Robert 
Balfour, Mr. Cross, Mr. Gulland, Mr. 
McCallum, Mr. Sutherland, and Mr. 
Wilkie ; to be read a second time upon 
Friday 26th April, and to be printed. 
[ Bill 76. | 


CLERKS OF THE PEACE ANID COUNTY 
COUNCIL BILL. 

“To amend the Law with regard to 
Clerks of the Peace and Clerks of the 
County Council,” presented by Mr. 
Luttrell ; supported by Sir John Kenna- 
way, Sir Francis Channing, Colonel 
Kenyon-Slaney, and Sir Walter Foster ; 
to be read a second time upon Monday 
next, and to be printed. [Bill 77.] 


JUSTICES OF THE PEACE BILL. 


“To amend the Law in regard to the 
appointment of Justices of the Peace,” 
presented by Mr. Luttrell ; supported by 
Sir Francis Channing, Sir Walter Foster, 
Mr. Corrie Grant, Sir William Brampton 
Gurdon, and Mr. A. Edward Dunn; to 
be read a second time upon Monday 
next, and to be printed. [Bill 78.] 


SPURIOUS SPORTS BILL. 


“To prohibit the hunting, coursing, 
and shooting of animals kept in confine- 
ment,” presented by Mr. Luttrell ; 
supported by Mr. Corrie Grant, Mr. 
George Greenwood, Mr. Ramsay Mac- 
donald, and Mr. Cameron Corbett ; to 
be read a second time upon Monday 
next, and to be printed. [Bill 79.] 
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69 Army 
SUPPLY. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 
[Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair. ] 


ARMY ESTIMATES, 1907-8. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That a number of Land Forces, not ex- 
ceeding 190,000, all ranks, be maintained 
for the service of the United Kingdom of 
(sreat Britain and Ireland at Home and 
Abroad, excluding His Majesty’s Indian 
Possessions, during the year ending on 
the 31st day of March, 1908.” 


Mr. WYNDHAM (Dover) said that 
hon. Members had had the best part of 
two days to think over the notable speech 
delivered by the Secretary of State for 
War on Monday, to read it in cold print, 
and to study the various memoranda with 
which he had supplemented that ample 
but not too ample statement. Those who 
had devoted the interim to that purpose 
would agree with him that they must 
advance somewhat cautiously along the 
road which the right hon. Gentle- 
man had traced out for them. 


{27 Fepruary 1907} Estimates, 1907-8. 


| worse army that would cost less. 


They | 


must take all military precautions, and ' 


they must reconnoitre the ground which 
the right hon. Gentleman had _in- 
vited them to occupy. He would abstain 
at that stage from dealing with the 
multiplicity of detail embraced in the 
right hon. Gentleman’s proposals. He 
doubted whether a far more prolonged 
period of consideration than they had had 
would fit the House to pronounce a 
judgment upon the details of military 
strategy and the economics of military 
administration which were contained in 
these vast and ample proposals. But 
the House was qualified to act as the 
guardians of the safety of the Empire and 
the guardians of the public purse. It 
was in that capacity he asked hon. Mem- 
bers to approach the whole scheme. 
They knew what was wanted. We 
wanted an Army suited to the needs of this 
Empire, which were unlike the military 
needs of any other country, and we 
wanted it at a price we could afford to 
pay. 
arrest our development in peace or 
depress our credit in time of war. 


It must be a price which would not | 


Many people could give us a better 


Army which would cost more, and any 
one could, he supposed, give us a 
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we wanted was a better Army at a 
cheaper price. He proposed on that oc- 
casion to apply that test and ask 
seriatim these questions. Was the 
Army proposed by the right hon. Gentle- 
man better and was it cheaper in 
respect of three things? Was it better 
suited to meet our normal exigencies in 
time of peace, was it better suited to 
meet the exigencies in the first phase of 
a great war, and was it better suited to 
meet the exigencies of the succeeding 
stages of a great war!’ Let them deal 
with the normal exigencies of peace. 
The question he wished to ask was this : 
Under the right hon. Gentleman’s scheme 
would the regular Army of white troops 
serving with the colours in times of 
peace—he was not talking of the 
Reserves, of the special contingent, but 
of the white so'diers serving with the 
colours—would they be better and 
cheaper? He thought it was hardly 
possible that it would be better or much 
cheaper so long as the right hon. 
Gentleman retained the “ truncated 
Cardwellian” system. It was not for 
him to criticise that system nor was 
it any part of his duty to suggest 
alternatives to the plan. The right hon. 
Gentleman had not given the Cardwellian 
system that complete trial which should 
be given to any theory before any final 
opinion was pronounced upon it. The 
right hon. Gentleman was having a 
battalion at home to correspond with one 
abroad in theory but not in practice. 
He noticed that, while retaining a full 
system of linked battalions, the right hon. 
Gentleman was driven like all his pre- 
decessors to expedients. He had been 
driven to send a battalion of Guards to 
Egypt which had nothing to do with the 
normal exigencies of peace. He had been 
driven, whilst abolishing eight battalions 
stationed abroad, so to increase the num- 
bers in the battalions left abroad, that the 
abolition did very little to relieve the 
strain upon the battalions stationed 
at home. Of the regular white Army, 
the right hon. Gentleman had effected 
a reduction of only some 10,000 
men and a reduction of only 1,300 
white men serving with the colours 
abroad. Therefore, under his new scheme, 
that part of this Army. was not better, 
but a little worse off. Was that going to 
make the Army eppreciably cheaper? The 
right hon. Gentleman speaking on Monday 
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last had said that £250,000 of his reduc- 
tion was due to the reduction in the 
line battalions which took place last 
summer—less than £250,00) of the 


£2,000,000 of which they had heard so | 


much. 


or STATE For 
Haddington) : 


Tue SECRETARY 
WAR (Mr. HALDANE, 
Lass than £500,000. 


Mr. WYNDHAM said the right hon 
Gentleman had stated that the rest of the 
surplus was due to the fact that this 
was a soldiers’ budget. It turned out 
that by a “soldiers’ budget” the right 
hon. Gentleman meant a budget in which 
the soldiers had discontinued a practice 
which they observed last year. He 
had said that soldiers were in the 
habit of loading the Estimates by 
putting in larger sums for particular 
services than, as a matter of fact, were 
really required, in the hope that they 
would eventually get whatever was neces- 
sary. That might have been the right hon. 
Gentleman’s experience, but it was not his 
own. It was the practie before the 
appointment of the Committee on which 
the late Lord Randolph Churchill 
played so remarkable a part, but his 
own experience was that the system had 
fallen into desuetude, and if it had come 
into fashion again to such an extent 
that it accounted for this enormous 
reduction he could only assume that the 
soldiers were a little more afraid of 
this Government than they were of the 
last. But the Army was not going to 
cost £2,000,000 less ; as a matter of fact 
the service during the past year had not 
cost nearly so much as the right hon. 
Gentleman had told them it would cost. 
In this reduction of £2,0°0,000; no argu- 
ment was to be found for believing that 
the new policy of the right hon. Gentle- 
man was cheaper than the scheme which 
preceded it. 


Mr. HALDANE: If the right hon. 
Gentleman will take the automatic in- 
creases of the last two years he will find 
they will just wipe out the savings of 
unspent money. 


Mr. WYNDHAM said there always 
had been and always would be automatic | 
increases. He could not remember Army 
Estimates without automatic increases. 


Mr. Wyndham. 


{COMMONS} 
| They could only look to the reduction 
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/and trace that reduction to its origin, 
| When they had done this, they then 
| found that it was not due to any change 
in plan with regard to this part of the 
| Army, but to a decrease of expenditure 
on transports and remounts, under Vote 
6; supplies, clothing, and horses under 
Vote 7; general stores under Vote 8, 
and armaments under Vote 9. A redue- 
tion of £1,601,000 could be traced to 
these four Votes. He was not attacking 
the right hon. Gentleman, but he was 
only trying to trace the origin of these 
reductions. The statement made by the 
right hon. Gentleman on Monday evening 
and repeated to-day that only less than 
£500,009 sterling of this reduction could 
be traced to the reduction of the personnel 
was in apparent conflict with the state- 
ment in the memorandum published with 
the Estimates. The right hon. Gentle- 
man in his memorandum stated that the 
reduction of cost due to reducing the 
personnel amounted to over £1,000,000. 
The Estimates showed that £1,600,000 
more was due to the depletion of stores, 
and under Votes 6, 7,8, and 9. However 
reasonable the right hon. Gentleman's 
schemes for the future might he, the 
House of Commons was specially charged 
with looking into the Estimates and 
deriving its information from the [sti- 
mates. Until the right hon. Gentleman 
could show that the changes he proposed 
to make in the Regular Army world give 
us in this and succeeding years any real 
substantial reduction, it was justifiable to 
say that this part of the Army which 
provided the garrisons for India and the 
Colonies was not better, but rather worse, 
and was not appreciably cheaper. It was 
not much cheaper, but was it any better ! 
Was it any better for finding reliefs for 
the battalions abroad? Where were we 
to find relief for the regiments abroad 
with only seventy battalions at home! 
The right hon. Gentleman would be 
faced with the old familiar difficulty of 
finding these drafts, for there was nothing 
in the scheme likely to attract recruits. 
Under the new scheme the right hon. 
Gentleman was going to knock thirty 
men off every battalion at home. That 
was directly contrary to the advice which 
was tendered to the late Government. 


Mr. HALDANE: It is the estab- 
lishment we have reduced —not the men. 
The three years system will leave us 
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short of the establishment for some | and attempting a course of diplomacy 


time. 


Mr. WYNDHAM said the establish- 
ment represented what their military 
advisers thought necessary in order that 


there should be soldiers to be drilled for | 
| of a war was most important. 


battalions at home. The right hon. 
Gentleman in saying that the reduction 
of thirty men in every battalion at home 





| 


would not injure these battalions was | 


not using language which could be 
readily understood by those familiar 
with the problem. Every battalion at 
home suffered depletion on account of 
recruits not fit to drill with the regiment 
and other men being taken away for 
fatigue duty. 


Mr. HALDANE: Your three years 
system caused the difficulty. 


Mr. WYNDHAM said he could not 
follow that. If the right hon. Gentle 
man meant that the three years system 
had emptied the battalions at home, it 
was most surprising, because the previous 
(;overnment found the three years enlist- 
ment more popular than the seven years. 
In respect of reliefs, in respect of recruits, 
in respect of drafts, and in respect of 
training the new scheme was no improve- 
ment. That was his first and a legiti- 
mate point. He could assure the right 
hon. Gentleman that no one would be 
more delighted than he if they could get 
all the right hon. Gentleman expected 
under his scheme. He felt it his duty to 


which might result in war; and if war 
came it would enable us to bring that 
war to a conclusion by some other means 
than that of a disastrous and dishonour- 
able peace. Therefore, the need of having 
an ample striking force for the first phase 
The right 
hon. Gentleman harped too much upon 
the ammunition columns of his artillery. 
He made the right hon, Gentleman a 
present of them, although ammunition 
columns were no new thing. It was 
quite true that artillery could not be 
mobilised unless the ammunition columns 
were larger than before rapid firing 


'was developed; but that could not be 


made a reproach to those who added new 
artillery and howitzers, and preceded the 


| right hon. Gentleman in the path which 


he intended to pursue. The right 


' hon. Gentleman was probably aware that 


apply this test to the Regular Army | 


and also to the Auxiliary Forces in the 
country. He had in a dual capacity 


since 1899 each Government had aimed 
at sending nine divisions of two brigades 
into the field at the outbreak of a war. 
The right hon. Gentleman proposed six 
divisions of three brigades each. That 
was the same thing ; nine times two were 
eighteen, and six times three were 
eighteen. The right hon. Gentleman 
talked much of his ammunition columns, 
but every modern army now had a 
larger proportion of artillery. The right 
hon. Gentleman exclaimed that by his 
plan he would be able to put 160,000 
men into the field, and had said, truly, 
that that had never been contemplated 
before the South African war. If, how- 
ever, the Committee would throw their 
minds back to the months at the end of 


/1899 and the beginning of 1900, they 


a duty to discharge—his duty to the} 


men whom he commanded and_ his 
duty to see that the House and the 
country understood the scheme of the 
right hon. Gentleman before they were 
finally committed to it. Then let them 
apply another test. Was the new plan 
better and cheaper than the old plan for 
the exigencies of the tirst phase of a war ! 
No war could be concluded if we relied 
only upon defence and were unable to 
plant a decisive blow. It would be folly 
to spend the money we did on our Navy 
if war meant a war to which there would 
be no end. It would be economical, it 
we relied upon the Navy as the first 
defence, to have an Army that would 
prevent foreign Powers from believing 


this country weaker than it actually was, | 


would find that in size and composition 
this new force was not very dissimilar 
from the force which actually was sent 
out to South Africa, and which was 
derided, in spite of its size, because it 
was made up of Militiamen as well as 
Regulars. He might say, in parenthesis, 
that, of course, in the years since the war 
great improvements had been made by 
the right hon. Gentleman’s predecessors, 
and by the right hon. Gentleman, The 
system which existed in 1899, which 
nobody defended, did, however, succeed, 
in excess of anything that had heen 
contemplated, in placing a very con- 
siderable number of men at a great 
distance from this country. And when 
it was seen that that force must be 
expanded it was expanded. The force 
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embarked, curiously enough, was almost 
the same size as the right hon. Gentle- 
man’s expeditionary force—168,840 men. 
It was criticised because it was made up 
in part of Militiamen, of Reservists, of 
Yeomanry, and of Regulars with the 
colours. But was the new expeditionary 
force to be made up of different materials ? 
Was it a change, a revolution? Had the 
right hon. Gentleman got, or was he 
seeking, any more material than his 
predecessors ? No, he was taking the 
old material and calling it by other | 
names. Was his force going to be of a 
less composite character, was it going to 
leave less confusion at home when it had 
been despatched? He thought not. 
When the right hon. Gentleman’s force 
left England for the first phase of a great 


{COMMONS} 





war he would leave at home 76,00) 
Regulars and 45,000 of the old reserve | 
—121,000 men in all. When during | 
the last days of the South African war | 
only some 107,000 Regulars and old 
Reservists were left at home, it was said, 
and said truly, that there were then no 
cadres in which they could be conveniently 
embodied. Would it be better now ? 
What cadres would there be at home in 
which they could be trained by officers 
with some experience belonging to the 
Regular Army? Into the narrow 
compass of thirty-three gun batteries, on 
a two-gun establishment, which had been 
occupied in teaching the territorial Army 
the elements of an artilleryman’s work, | 
of two cavalry regiments, and seven 
infantry battalions, they would have to 
pour these 121,000 Regular soldiers who 
were left behind. Would those be ideal 
cadres for that purpose? He thought not. 
The right hon. Gentleman would say that 
he was omitting the seventy-four new 
third battalions. These were the pivot 
of the whole of the right hon. Gentle- 
man’s scheme, and if that part of the 
scheme was unsound the rest might 
he admirable, but the scheme was bound 
to fail. Even in the admirable report 
of the right hon. Gentleman’s speech 
in Zhe Times, this pivot of the whole 
plan appeared in a paragraph under 
the head of “Supply of Drafts.” 
Nobody would suppose that here was 
the kernel and heart of the whole 
matter. What were these seventy-four 








new third battalions? So far as he | 
could make out they were the old | 
small depots whose local habitation 


consisted largely of condemned barracks. | 
Mr, Wyndham. 
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He knew what he was speaking of, 
having been chairman of the Committee 
which examined into the value of these 
depots. That Committee found that the 
value of these depots was very slight, 
and that in any new scheme they would 
have to sell the bulk of the structures at 
scrap prices and begin again. If these 
seventy-four battalions which enabled 
the right hon. Gentleman to send out his 
expeditionary force, and which alone 
supplied any centres to deal with the 
contusion of leaving 121,000 soldiers 
behind, were to be equal to that 
great task, this scheme was going 
to cost a very large sum of money in- 
deed. Here again, they found what he 
called truncated Cardwellism. The right 
hon. Gentleman had gone back 160 years 
to the seed and origin of the Cardwell 
system, of which these depots which had 
been neglected for years were a part. 
Mr. Cardwell took the idea from Mr. Pitt, 
under whose Government it had been 
carried out, to a certain extent, in 1806. 
At that time it was described by the 
secretary to the then Commander-in Chief, 
in words which he could not better in 
order to describe what these seventy-four 
battalions must be like. 


“As there was much reason to apprehend 
that a great proportion of the numbers raised 
would not be fit for active service, a divisional 
battalion under the name of the battalion of 
reserve was formed, and appropritted for the 
reception of all the overplus men, together 


| with those who, from their age or size, were 


not Judged capable of active service. 


Such was the overplus which these depots 
were now to receive. What had been 
the main criticism of the Militia ? That 
its recruits consisted largely of lads who 
had got into trouble, who were unhappy 
at home, who were poor and were in 
want of a meal, and who would like to 
become soldiers, but were rejected at the 
depot, afterwards enlisting in the Militia. 
Those who were not fit for the two-line 
battalions were to be enlisted in the 
special contingent. He doubted whether 
this plan for meeting the exigencies of 
the first phase of a war was really 
appreciably better than we had now. 
The right hon, Gentleman must either 
perfect the system under which they had 
organised the Army, or make the depots 
realities, real centres from which military 
enthusiasm could be radiated into the 
Militia, or we must adopt a_ totally 
different system. 
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Mr. HALDANE said that he had 
pointed out explicitly in respect of 
mobilisation that the overplus of men 
would not go to the depots, but to the 
barracks of the Regular Army who had 
gone to the front. 


Mr. WYNDHAM said. that that was 
exactly what happened during the South 
African war, and it was a subject of 
unmeasured criticism; and he asked 


whether relatively it was much better or | 


cheaper than the scheme we had at 
present ? These depots would not be any 
better unless the Government spent 
money on them, and then they would be 
dearer. The worst class of Militia recruit 
would go into this special contingent, 
and something that was obtainable from 
the otlicers of the Militia would be lost. 
Everyone knew that there were many 
officers in the Militia who were doing a 
great service to their country, and if they 
looked at this scheme they must find that 
these officers would be prohibited from 
doing that service which they were 
qualified to perform. Much of the 
patriotism of these officers, therefore, 
would be lost to the State. Much of the 
local patriotism which existed in the 
Militia might conceivably have been 
developed. He agreed that the Militia 
as it existed was an indefensible body, 
but he doubted whether this special 
contingent was going to be much better 
than the Militia, and he was sure that 
it would lack some things which the 
existing Militia possessed. Then, was 
this force going to be much cheaper ! 
Apparently it was going to be rather 
cheaper. A militiaman now cost a little 
over £20 a year per effective. The new 
article was going to cost £18 15s. ; but 
he doubted whether this cheapness would 
be effective economically. The old 
Reservist, who proved his excellence in 
the last war, cost per man £10 8s. 10d. 
Would anyone argue that this new 
special contingent ought to cost well over 
£18 if the old Reservists only cost £10? 
But was it better or cheaper in respect of 
the later phases of war? As he understood 
the scheme the Militia had gone, and had 
become the special contingent which was to 
serve in the first phase of a war and then 
to supply Militia drafts. The Militia, 
therefore, would not be available for the 
very useful service, as during the last 
war, of taking the place of the Regular 
troops in the Mediterranean garrisons. 
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He did not see any provision in the 
scheme for them. There would be no 
Militiamen for that service, and perhaps 
the right hon. Gentleman would explain 
more fully his proposals or repeat what 
he said, for he had failed to grasp the 
point in the course of a very long speech. 
In other wars the Militia were found to 
be admirably suited to that duty. The 
right hon. Gentleman would have 121,000 
Regulars and Reservists to deal with in 
empty barracks as best he could, and he 
thought there would be the old confusion. 
He saw very little which led him to 
believe that the right hon. Gentleman 
would get rid of that confusion. In the 
present organisation of the Army we had 
tactical generals commanding Regulars 
and administrative generals in the same 
area ; and now we were tq have fourteen 
divisional generals, also Regular soldiers, 
commanding a new territorial Army. 
When that complex staff had to deal with 
all those left behind in a war and with the 
men obtained, he thought that the con- 
fusion would be greater and not less than 
in 1900. The right hon. Gentleman 
would allow the new territorial Army to 
volunteer piece-meal. He remembered 
the efforts made by Lord Lansdowne to 
prevent Yeomen starting out for South 
Africa before there were horses and equip- 
ment for them. Sucha storm of patriotism 
had arisen throughout the country 
that it seemed as if any War Minister 
would be hanged at a lamp-post who 
refused to allow men to embark who 
were clamouring to go to the front. Ifthe 
right hon. Gentleman had some propor. 
tion of these men who had assembled and 
said that they were dying to go the front, 
no doubt he would be unable to resist 
their appeal. The right hon. Gentleman 
hoped that these men might go in units, 
but he was not confident. They would 
have Volunteers coming on before they 
had provided any thoroughly scientific 
scheme to carry out that purpose. In 
this territorial Army there was not to be 
any Regular adjutant, but unless they 
provided an adjutant he did not believe 
that these men would be trained at all. 
The right hon. Gentleman would have to 
give the Committee a great deal of en- 
couragement, and would have to carry a 
great deal of conviction to their minds 
before they took the leap in the dark to 
which he had invited them. ‘The two 
essential changes that touched this part 
of the scheme were that the Yeoman was 
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going to be deprived of a great deal of his | 
pay, and the Volunteers were going to be | 
given terms of enlistment which the Com- 
mittee had no reason to believe at present 


Army 


were acceptable to them. He hoped that if | 


this scheme passed it would succeed. He 


promised to do his best with his own | 


Yeomen, and he would make speeches 
and give advice to the Volunteers. 
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But | 


why should they ignore the effect of local | 


patriotism ? 
local man who could be got to take more 
stringent terms of enlistment to serve for 
a longer period ; but this end could not be | 
attained if the right hon. Gentlemen | 
asked him to do more for less money. It 
was not in human nature to concede that. | 
Then as to the Volunteers who were to 
be the substance of the new territorial 
Army. They did not care so much 
about a private’s pay as about—many of 
them being artisans, and often migratory 
artisans — learning to shoot and _ to 
drill in cireumstances which did not 
contravene the necessities of their 
avocations. One part of the Auxiliary | 
Forces were those who had mind to their | 
pay ; the other portion were those whohad 
a mind to their liberty. The Volunteer, | 
who was intelligent, and would make a_ 
good infantry man, would cost £6 10s. ; | 
the private of the new territorial Army | 
was going tocost £14 9s. They could not, 
by merely saying that the Yeomanry, 
the Militia and the Volunteers were to be 
merged, make them one. ‘They were 
very dissimilar. 
comfort in the other part of the picture 
of the right hon. Gentleman—he was 
well aware that he did not represent 
the great body of opinion, which was 
probably far more weighty and valuable 
than his own opinion—in the fact that 
the artillery, transport, medical corps, 


The Yeoman farmer was a | 


} 


He found very little | 


telegraph companies, and all the adjuncts | 
of an Army in the field in time of | 


peace were to be attached to 
new territorial Army. The tendency 
of modern military science was to separate 
the infantry from other arms of the 
service. The infantry won battles; the 
other arms prepared the way for them 
or followed them up to victory, or 
minimised the consequences of defeat ; 
and the transport and other services 
were to keep the Army in the field. 
But the tendency of modern warfare 
was that the: Commander -in- Chief, 


the | 





having these services, should apportion 
them to the infantry where they were 
Mr, Wyndham, 
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wanted, and in the proportions in which 
they were wanted. He did not believe 
that they were taking so effective or so 
important a step towards complete or. 
ganisation as to out-weigh the defects of 
the scheme for proportioning all these 
auxiliary services in time of peace. 
His view might be doubted in respect 
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of transport and other services, 
but would anybody doubt it in 
respect of artillery? The territorial 


Army existed, after an expeditionary 
force had left our shores, to repel raids, 
or, at least, to be an insurance against 
raids. Unless it were a sound in- 
surance it would be worth nothing, 
A raid would be attempted, if another 
Power believed that the insurance was 
unsound. By what troops would it be 
attempted? By the picked troops of a 
Continental Army. By what artillery 
would it be attempted? By the picked 
artillery of a Continental Army. They 
could not settle the problem by saying 
that three batteries of the new territorial 
Army would be as good as one of those 
picked batteries. These batteries would be 
made up of men taught in the schools of the 
thirty-three 2-gun batteries with guns of 
old pattern. Not three of them, not five, 
not ten of them could confidently be 
stated to be the equivalent of one picked 
battery of the best artillery of the best 
Continental Army; they would not 
get into position at all. If a raiding 
force landed, the first thing they would 
do would be to take up an artillery 
position, and he thought that the artillery 
arm under the right hon. Gentleman's 
scheme would experience considerable 
difficulty in discovering, at eight or ten 
thousand yards, the position taken up by 
the raiders. As to the rest of the 
adjuncts of the territorial Army, he 
agreed that they should be taken in their 
order of urgency ; but the artillery, if it 
was to be of value at all, must be 
as good as the artillery of the Regular 
Army. He might, perhaps, hesitate to 
say whether or not it was wise to have 
two lines at all for the artillery ; but, 
looking forward to the strain of a pro- 
longed war, the artillery arm of the terri- 
torial Army in order to be of any value, 
must be kept to the level of the artillery 
of the field force in time of war, and used 
for instructional purposes in time of 
peace. Nonational Army could be created 
by effecting changes, however great, in 
the pay and terms of enlistment of the 
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Auxiliary Forces, and then calling it a 
national Army because in form it was a 
colourable imitation of some Continental 
model. We had to express the national 
genius of our own nation, which was 
rather conservative, timid of transitional 
periods, and wedded to old ways; and 
unless the right hon. Gentleman could 
really convince them, not as a certainty, 
but as a huge probability, that the 
scheme would produce an expeditionary 
Force of 169,000 men and a territorial 
Army of 300,000, he doubted whether it 
would be possible to induce the House 
and the country to accept it. We 
had got to adapt the national genius 
to the particular configuration of a 
problem peculiar to ‘ourselves, and to 
the eternal truths of the science of war. 
He doubted whether under the right hon. 
Gentleman’s scheme the Regular Army 
would be better adapted to normal peace 
exigencies, though no doubt it would be 
somewhat better adapted to the first 
stage of a great war; and he was by 
no means convinced that a non-Regular 
territorial Army, would, under this 
scheme, ever reach the standard that it 
must reach if it was to meet in the field 
the troops it might have to confront in 
the event of that last, and, he hoped, most 
remote contingency which they had to 
take into account. 
Mason SEELY (Liverpool, Aber- 
cromby) said the Committee had 
listened with great interest to the 
right hon. Gentleman who for some time 
represented the War Office in this House, 
and who was the only one who had 
eseaped from that office with credit to 
himself and the good wishes both of the 
officers and men, and of Members of the 
House of Commons. [‘No, no.”| Well, he 
would say that the right hon. Gentleman 
was the one who had escaped from that 
office with the highest measure of 
approval. No doubt it was because he 
was anxious not to condemn the whole 
scheme which none of them yet fully 
understood, but the right hon. Gentleman 
had touched more upon the fringes and 
interstices than upon the main outline 
put before them two days ago. He 
agreed entirely that they could not do 
everything at once; but there was no 


reason why they should not lay down some | 
sound general principles, and proceed as | 


fast as they could. Last year he moved, 
with the support of many Membors 
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belonging to all political Parties, that this 
year’s Estimates should show a reduction 
of 10,000 men, and of at least a million 
and a quarter of money. That did not 
meet with general support, and so they 
were forced to proceed to a division. 
This year they had, instead, a reduction of 
16,600 men, and £2,600,000. It would be 
churlish, therefore, to renew their attack, 
or to claim a victory. All they could do 
was to say that they were glad that their 
views on that matter had been accepted, 
and that the right hon. Gentleman had 
made a reduction, although not exactly 
in the way many of them had suggested. 
He and his friends believed that 1t would 
be a mistake to keep a great body of 
Regular troops in this country. ‘They 
believed that what was wrongly called the 
Cardwell system—that they must keep as 
many men at home as abroad—was not 
founded on the true requirements of our 
strategic position. Last year the Leader of 
the Opposition voted against them because, 
he said, if they proposed to abandon 
the Cardwell system they must show 
something to put in its place. His right 
| hon. friend had done that and proposed 
‘to make a real Army of the many 
heterogeneous units now composing our 
Auxiliary Forces. The broad lines laid 
down by the right hon. Gentleman were 
that the Regular Army was an ex- 
peditionary foreign service Army, and 
that the defence of this country from 
invasion, whether likely or unlikely, 
possible or impossible, must devolve upon 
the citizens of this country; it was 
wasteful to use foreign service troops to 
garrison Great Britain. His right hon. 
friend said that they needed a field force 
and a Home force, and they should be 
distinct. For that purpose, he proposed 
to arrange that the Regular troops in this 
country should be ready to proceed, with 
little or no delay, to the seat of war across 
the seas. The right hon. Gentleman the 
Member for Dover made a great point of 
the fact that in the South African war a 
force as large as that which his right hon. 
friend proposed was sent to the war. 
Yes, but after what interval of time ? 
It took them months, long after the 
need was known, to send out anything 
that could be called an army to the 
seat of war. If the proposals which had 
been laid before the House for organising 
/those six divisions were carried out he 
| believed we should have a much larger 





83 


expeditionary force than we had ever had 
before. He did not say that that would 
be wise, because he thought it was still 
too big, but as long as we adhered to 
the Cardwell system we should have 
to keep a large number of men in this 
country, and while we had them here 
we might just as well organise them to 
go oversea, 
kind of Cowper-Templeism in the Army 
system. 
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them would press that we should not 
keep so large an expeditionary force, on 
the ground that, whatever the dangers 
of reductions, the cogent arguments as 
to national credit advanced by the right 
hon. Gentleman opposite more than out- 
weighed the necessities of spending so 
large a sum of money on the expedi- 
tionary force. He agreed with the 
Member for Dover that there were 
dangers in these seventy-four battalions. 
If they were to make a complete short 
service Army, such as the right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for Croydon 
proposed, he agreed it would be a false 
step, but he did not understand the 
proposals of the Secretary of State for 
War to amount to that. If the short 
service Army was allowed to grow it 


would undoubtedly greatly increase the | 


difficulty of finding employment for 
the old soldier, and it would take 
men away just at the moment when 
they ought to be learning a_ trade. 
There was also the military objection 
that it would smash ‘he territorial Army. 
He did not believe it was proposed to 
make a short service system, but simply 
to constitute a kind of bridge to carry us 


over that moment when the six divisions | 


would have left, when the territorial force 
was still embodied and some men were 
left behind because of their imma‘ure 
age, and when others must be enlisted 
to fill up the casualties. That seemed 
to be the purpose of the scheme, and 
so long as that was clearly kept in 
view it could not give cause for any 
real hostility. He believed that there 
was a possibility of agreement between 
both sides of the House for this year in 
regard to the proposals of his right hon. 
friend as applied to the Regular Army, 
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We had now arrived at a | 


When they had got something | 
in place of the present system, many of | 
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system. He thought the principle laid 
down as the basis of the territorial force 
would meet with general acceptance. 
There were to be two lines. There would 
be the foreign service line of men who 
would not be enlisted in such great 
numbers, who would make the Army 
their life career. He hoped further efforts 
would be made to find employment for 
them in‘after life. The second line 
would be similar to the Volunteers and 
the Yeomanry; they would be civilians 
| first and soldiers afterwards. It had been 
‘clearly laid down that these two lines of 
one Army should be distinct ; one was to 
reinforce the Army abroad and the 
other was to defend this country, 
and perhaps in the last resort to form 
{the nucleus of a nation fighting for 
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its life. The first thing necessary was 
that the men _ should be organised 


in divisions. But although the divi- 
sional organisation might not be perfect 
they must have all three arms in 
the Auxiliary forces. The right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for Dover had 
complained of the proposition to form 
Volunteer artillery. Surely he had not 
forgotten that our experience in the 
recent war was that the power of shooting 





|well with guns was not confined to 
| Regular arms. This fact had been 


'demonstrated in every war in which 
‘troops formed on a national basis had 
| been engaged against a Regular Army. 
‘In artillery, above all things, the most 
amazing skill and courage had been 
'developed by what he might call a 
‘national Army. It was well-known 
'that the gunners who served the 
|Japanese guns in Manchuria had had 
\far less training than the Russian 
“gunners who were opposed to them. 
| Possibly his right hon. friend would be 
‘able to elucidate some of these points. 
| From inquiries he had made there was 
a very good field for the development 
of a Volunteer artillery. The divisional 
| organisation with cavalry, gunners, and 
_infantry seemed to be a good sound plan. 
|He urged that the divisional generals 
should be appointed at once, because 
| those who had had to do with military 
| forces knew that one man could always 
‘do a thing better than a committee. 


and he believed that what had been pro- |One danger to which all great schemes 

posed was sound, with the one caveat he | of reorganisation of the Auxiliary forces 
. | . 

had entered in regard to the Cardwell! were exposed was the attempt to give 


Major Seely. 
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one man two functions. No man should 
have two functions at the same time; 
it only caused confusion both in peace 
and war. He hoped the Secretary 
of State for War would stick to the 
divisional organisation, and not give any 
man two functions. He thought there 


should also be a separate department | 


at the War Office to deal with the 
territorial Army. The Norfolk Commis- 
son nnanimously recommendel i, and 
ye: no hing was done. It was _heart- 
breaking for those in command of the 
Auxiliary Forces to have to go through 
the interminable delays caused by the 
interference of the War Office, wao could 
not pagssibly know anything whatever 
about the special needs of the Auxitiary 
Forces. They were apt to be very much 
misled by the advice of experts with 
regard to the enlistment and training, and 
certainly in regard to the clothing of the 
Volunteers. The soldier back from India, 
however distinguished, was not an ex- 
pert in these matters. He was an 
amateur; he knew nothing of them. 
He would give one instance. The desire 
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in regard to the Regular soldiers was to 
have as few married men as possible in 
the ranks of the Army, but the desire 
of everyone interested in the Auxiliary 
Forces was to have as many married men 
as possible in the territorial force. Ex- | 
perience showed that in the South African | 





War the married man wasas a rule more | 
courageous than the unmarried man. | 
He said that without suggesting any 
reason in the least, and without any 
personal reference to his right hon. friend. 
It was admitted also by the Japanese 
generals that they found the same | 
remarkable fact in the recent war. The | 
only reason why the military chiefs | 
wanted to get rid of married men was that | 
it was inconvenient to house the men 
in India, but that reason entirely disap- 
peared when they were dealing with a 
territorial force. Only a small percentage 
of non-commissioned officers and none of 
the rank and file would receive separa- 
tion allowances when the territorial 
force was called upon. As to the for- 
mation of county associations, he believed 
these bodies could do real good with 
the limited functions now assigned to 
them. He did not think it would have 
heen wise to give them sole control of 











the Volunteers, Militia, and Yeomanry. 
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But in connection with such matters as 
the provision of rifle ranges, and looking 
after what might be called the eleemosy- 
nary duties of the payment of separation 
allowances, the co-ordination of the 
various funds, and the finding of em- 
ployment for Regular soldiers, he thought 
that good would be done. He was doubt- 
ful of the wisdom of making the Lord- 
Lieutenant ex officio the head of the 
county association. If the Lord-Lieuten- 
ant was suitable he would be always 
elected, but if he was not suitable it was 
not desirable that he should take the 
position ex officio. That was a detail 
which had better be discussed when the 
Bill was before the House. One of the- 
main objections urged by the right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for Croydon 
against the Secretary of State ior War’s 
scheme was, that these men of the 
Territorial Army were not liable for 
service abroad. That was _ precisely 
why he and his friends supported the 
proposal. They believed that it was 
an added check on the power of the 
Executive when engaged in a_ war 
which it could not finish. Nothing was 
more dangerous than to give the War 
Office power to commence a war just 
because there was a large expeditionary 
force with considerable powers of ex- 
pansion behind it. It was far safer that 
with a limited force they should have 


| a patriotic, well armed, and well drilled 


body on the voluntary principle, who 
were themselves the judges as to 
whether they would prosecute the war 
or not. That was a profound principle 
not only of the Liberal Party but of the 
whole English nation, for which they had 
fought for the last 300 years. They could 
not expect any soldier at the War Office, 
who desired to have before him a plain 
picture showing the number of men who 
could be called upon, to accept that view. 
Another objection was that, after 
this territorial force had been trained 
for a week or a fortnight they would 
be no good. Somebody had said 
that any other troops would go through 
them like a knife through butter. The 
right hon. Gentleman opposite had said 
that they would be putting their money 
on the wrong horse, because in ninety- 
nine cases out of 100 they would be per- 
fectly useless. Was that true? Was it 
borne out by history or facts ? 
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*Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER (Croydon) : 


The hon. and gallant Crest has mis- | 
said that history that they would. 


represented me. I 
showed that in ninety-nine cases out of 
100 this force would be unavailable, 
because we fought abroad. I was not 
at that time talking of the quality 
of the force in any way. 


Mayor SEELY: What was the right 
hon. Gentleman speaking about ? Surely 
he could not be referring to the last war. 
Were they not available in the last war ? 
Is that what he means? 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: I said 
that in ninety-nine case out of 100 this 
force was not available except as Volun- 
teers, and that I did not think it was a 
wise thing to organise the whole force 
for a purpose for which you did not 
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intend to employ it. 


Mayor SEELY said the right hon. 
Gentleman had modified the statement 
somewhat. On the Ministerial side they 
were determined to adhere to the princi- 
ple that a great part of the force would 
exercise its free will—however irritating 
that might be to gentlemen at the War 
Office—as to whether they would go or 
not. If the right hon. Gentleman said 
they would not go in a just cause he said 
what was not the fact. A third of the 
Volunteer force volunteered to go to 
South Africa, although it had to be borne 
in mind that the War Office told them 
that only 10,000 would be allowed to go. 
They would always be willing to go in 
a just war. Were they a good force ? 
Somebody had said that the state of 
the Volunteers was deplorable. He 
dissented from that view. Some of 
the Volunteers were magnificent mate- 
rial. Some of them were as good 
the men in any of the Armies of the Con- 
tinent. He instanced the Ist battalion 
of the Hampshire Regiment. There they 
had raised on the voluntary principle a 


as 


double battalion with its own head- 
quarters, drill halls, and rifle ranges 
provided at great expense. The men 


were the flower of the young men of the 
county. He had seen them 
twenty-five miles without a man falling 
out, and that was as much as they could. 
expect these troops todo. He had seen | 
them again and again mancuvre with | 


march | 


Estimates, 1907-8. &8 
great skill and when it came to fighting 
would they run away? It was assumed 
Why should they ! 

affair merely of 
it was first of 


War was not an 
character and courage ; 


all an affair of courage and common 
sense. Yet they had been told that in 


ninety-nine cases out of 100 these troops 
would be useless. 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER: I have 
never made that remark or anything 
else like it. The only person who made 
it was Colonel Pollock, and he made it 
under totally different circumstances. 


Masor SEELY said he did not wish 
to misrepresent the right hon. Gentleman. 
He was not referring ' to the speech which 
the right hon. Gentleman made the other 
night, nor was he referring to him at all. 
He was referring to the right hon. Gen- 
tleman’s school of thought, but if he 
challenged |:im the House migh* be asked 
to look at the book which he had _pre- 
sented to the public where they would 
see a most scathing indictment of civilian 
soldiers. The right hon. Gentleman had 


_ said again and again that they could not 
_ face European 


troops. He dissented 
He believed that they would 
face Evropean iroops and __ face 
them with success. It was said, “ Oh, 
the Boer war was not a guide, because there 
you were fighting against people in their 
own country.” We were fighting in our 
own territory in Natal. In courage and 


from that. 


devotion to duty the Imperial Light 
Horse were every bit as good as any 


mounted corps in the British Army, and 
they did as well on the occasion of 
the South African War. He believed 
that it was possible to make an army 
of this kind effective for war. He would 


warn the right hon. Gentleman the 
Secre ary of State against centralisa- 
tion. He would say nothing as to 
the details of the scheme which the 
right hon. Gentleman adumbrated on 


Monday. As to the enforcement of the 
penalty of £5 for leaving before the com- 
pletion of the period of service he thought 


it would be rash to go too fast in that 


respect. After all they should remember 
the fact that some people did not serve. 
It would be absurd that Smith who had 
_ evaded his obligation for two years should 
be able to langh while Jones who had 








89 Army {27 FepruAry 1907} Estimates, 1907-8. 90 


given of his time and leisure for two | righthon. Gentleman had perhaps shown 
years was sent to prison because he could|a certain amount of political wis- 
not serve a third year. That plainly was| dom; because it would be more easy to 
a difficulty and a danger which must be | abolish the Militia than to overstrain 
provided agains’. It was said that the | the Volunteers. He assumed, for purposes 
Militia had been killed. That was because | of argument, that the right hon. Gentle- 
details which could have been much better | man would be able to put into effect the 
done on the spot had been managed | scheme he had presented to the House ; 
from a central office. When the Prussian | but he thought he would be able to show 
Minister asked how this vast Metropolis | that it was certain to break down on two 
with its 4,090,000 people was governed, | essential points. The right hon. Gen- 
Lord Palmerston was said to have) tleman had told them that three arms 
replied: “Sir, by everyone minding | were necessary in the event of war; 
his own business.” He believed that | but the right hon. Gentleman need not 
was the proper way to approach | have invoked the authority of the Army 
the organisation of the Reserves. | Council for that elementary fact. How- 
If they were to make the National | ever, he was glad that the right hon. 
Army Scheme a_ success it was} Gentleman had restated it, because he 
absolutely necessary that some measure | had made it quite clear that he realised 
of agreement should be come to, not | that the Home Army must have a suffi- 
only between the Government and the | cient complement of all arms, and 
Opposition, but with hon. Members on | notably of artillery. As an ex-artillery- 
the Irish and Labour Benches. Other- | man with some experience,and one who 
wise the scheme was bound to fail, because | had kept in contact with many scientific 
it could not be carried out entirely before | officers of that great regiment, he pro- 
there was another swing of the political | posed to deal chiefly with that point. The 
peidulum. Whatever they did, let them | right hon .Gentleman had said that in all 
agree. Therefore, he appealed for some | such matters the soldiers must be the 
measure of unity in order to make this | ultimate judges of military efficiency. 
vreat force which did not seek aggression | There was in his mind very much doubt 
but only to make this country and its| whether the right hon. Gentleman could 
produce any body of scientific and 
up-to-date officers in the Royal Regi- 

*Mr. ARTHUR LEE (Hampshire, Fare- | ment of Artillery who would confirm 
ham) said he would like to assure the|his statement that an efficient or 
Secretary for War that he had no desire|even a_ tolerably efficient force of 
to criticise his scheme in anything like a | artillery could be formed under the 
factious spirit. Nobody would be more | conditions laid down by the War Office. 
pleased than he if the right hon.| The right hon. Gentleman was, it was 
Grentleman’s scheme should turn out | true, confirmed in his plan by the opinion 
to be as workable in prac'ice as it|of the hon. and gallant Member for the 
had been a‘tractive in presen'ment. | Abercromby Division, who, however, was 
His right hon. friend the Member | too apt to draw all his theories from his 
for Dover had dealt principally with | limited experience in the South African 
the first line, or the Regular Army. He|War in which he had taken a dice 
should devote himself to the second line, | tinguished part. An inefficient field 
or what was called the Home Army. | artillery was worse than none at all. It 
The scheme outlined by the right hon. | was very costly, and actually dangerous 
Gentleman was extremely novel, striking | t» the force which it accompanied. He 
and ingenious—on paper; but he was | wished to make clear to the Committee 
afraid that it would break down in| what the modern requirements of field 
practice on two essential points when | artillery were. In the first place, the 
tested by the realities of war. The net ; equipment was much more complicated 
effec’, so far as the Home Army was con- | now than it was a few years ago. They 
cerned, it appeared to him, would be not | had quick-firing guns, with complice.od 
to tune up the Auxiliary Forces toa higher | machinery, range- finders, _ telescopic 
pitch than now, but to lower them to the | sights, etc., all of which required 
level of the Volunteers. In that respect the | a much higher training than used to be 
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the case. The hon. Member for Aber- 
cromby Division had told them about 
some artillery action in South Africa 
in which a single Boer artilleryman dis- 
tinguished himself; but they were not 
considering the tactics of a single gun, 
but of great masses of artillery, which 
was a science quite apart from the 
mechanical skill of the men who worked 
the guns. Artillery firing now took 
place from concealed positions indirectly, 
by means of auxiliary marks, and it 
would be realised at once that a much 
higher standard of accuracy and of fire 


{COMMONS} 


control was thus demanded than by | 


the old system. A modern artillery 
unit had become as complicated and 
scientific as the artillery on board a 
battleship, and nothing but the most 
constant training and practice all the 
year round could give even fairly good 
results. Moreover, it was necessary to 
practice not only with a single gun, but 
with tre battery and brigade, the tactics 
of manceuvring the guns and getting 
them into the right place being almos‘ 
as important as the performances of the 
guns when they got there. How was it 
possible that even the rudiments of these 
requirements could be imparted in drill 
for fifteen days at the maximum and five 
days at the minimum with a wretched 
nucleus of a battery of two guns? In 
the first place they would have to teach 
the new artilleryman the elements of being 
a soldier, and after that was done, even 
if he was excep ‘ionally intelligent, the re- 
mainder of the training would have to 
be devoted to teaching him the ordinary 
drill of loading and firing off the 
guns. That, however, was only the 
first rung of a very long ladder. They 
had a’so ‘o be taught gun-laying, range- 
fir ding, signalling, driving, and numerous 
other qualifications necessary for modern 
artillery. He was discussing this point 
the other day with a very distinguished 
artillery officer, who told him that under 
the existing three years system of enlist- 
men‘, the battery commanders had the 
greatest difficulty of making men efficient 
gunners in the three years before they 
were sent in to the Reserve. Another officer 
told him that even with exceptionally in- 
telligent recruits, not 40 per cent. after 
two years training, could become ex- 
perts in gun-laying, and range-finding. 
If that were so with men continuously 
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trained all the year round, how was it 
possible to get decently trained men 
after the infinitely small amount of 
drill now proposed to be given 
them? The whole proposal was 
ludicrous. Another officer who had 
watched the war operations in Man- 
churia told him that in the case of the 
Japanese army the whole of the men 
who started out with the ammunition 
columns before a year passed were serving 
with the batteries. That was owing to 
the wastage of war. How could it be 
expected that the civilians with whom 
the right hon. Gent!eman proposed to 


| fill up the ammunition columns could take 


the place of the men who had disappeared 
owing ‘o the wastage of war and become 
efficient in the fighting units? Apart 
from the technical qualifications to which 
he had referred, much more co-operation 
was now required between the different 
arms of the Service in the field. At 
Pieter’s Hill the artillery in support of the 
infantry attack had to fire over the 
heads of the infantry to the last moment, 
and how could that be done, unless the 
artillery were not only highly exper‘, 
but kept an icy coolness? Otherwise 
they became a menace to their comrades 
of the infantry and might bring about 
disaster to their own side. How was 
it possible to gain a knowledge of 
the requiremen’s of all the three 
arms in the time allowed by the 
new scheme? And what chance was 
there of these men being able to acquire 
the necessary discipline and morale 
which would enable them to preserve 
under the demoralising and hellish effect 
of modern artillery fire any scientific 
knowledge which they had acquired ? 
Hon. Members who had had prac‘ical 
experience of modern artillery fire knew 
how horrib'y disturbing it was even 
to the strongest nerves. Again the 
supervision of semi-professional troops 
would necessarily throw an almost in- 
tolerable extra strain, which was already 
very great,on the General Staff. If the right 
hon. Gentleman proposed or suggested that 
unexperienced untrained artillery, armed 
with second class inefficient weapons, 
should stand up before Regular troops with 
first class artillery he was simply inviting 
them to be butchered. It was an old and 
fatal fallacy to suppose that untrained 
troops could be armed with inferior 
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weapons. He would never forget 
what he saw in the Cuban Cam- 
paign in this regard. Magnificent 


Volunteers were sent out, Volunteers as 
good as any we could find in this country. 
It was thought wise that they should be 
armed with inferior and __ inefficient 
weapons. What was the result ? These men 
who from the start found that they were 
outranged, and that they had inferior 
weapons, immediately lost their morale. 
If we were to have these untrained troops 
at all, it was absolutely necessary that 
they should have first class weapons, 
otherwise they would go into the fight 
beaten from the start. The right 
hon. Gentleman further assumed that 
this Home Army would not have 
to fight until it had been embodied 
for six months. He personally did not 
believe that it was possible to produce 
eflicient artillery e en in that time, but, 
even so, how could the right hon. Gentle- 
man count on this Home Army enjoying 
a long period of training before it was 
called upon to fight. Could he persuade 
the enemy to wait; to agree to a sort 
of close time fo: the embryo British 
Army whilst in .he chrysalis s age? 
[An Hon. MEMBER: What about the 
Navy?] An hon. Member - said, 
“What about the Navy?” He only 
said that ¢f this Army had to fight, 
if the enemy did attack, he would 
strike as unexpec edly and as swiftly 
as possible. If such a thing as a raid 
was possible it would surely take place in 
the early stages of the war before our 
Navy had been able to assert its over- 
whelming superiority and give us the 
command of the seas. He was perhaps 
more pessimistic than the hon. Member 
for the Abercromby Division, but he 
believed even if this Home Army did en- | 
joy this period of six months unmolested 
for the purpose of its training, and if it | 
sprang from the soil as strong and as| 
numerous as it did from the right hon. 
Gentleman’s dream, still it would be de- 
ficient in morale, train'ng and efficiency. 
It would have to face war of the 
most bloody description if it had to 
fight at all, and yet it was ‘o be 
prepared for this as light heartedly 
as if it were going for a picnic. He 
thought we were apt to form rather an 
exaggerated opinion of the reliability of 
an improvised and hastily organised force | 
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for the purpose of foreign war, and our 
falling into that error was largely the re- 
sult of the war in South Africa. The 
hon. Member for the Abercromby Divi- 
sion seemed to resent the idea that the 
lessons of the South African War did not 
in all respects settle this problem, but 
he did not think there was much com- 
parison between what took place in South 
Africa and what would take place 
if fighting picked European troops 
armed with the latest weapons. Those 
troops would penetrate and annihiliate 
our ametur line of defence. If this 
Home Army was to be relied upon to 
repel an invasion the least the right 
hon. Gentleman could do was to 
make iS an _ efficient force, even 
if it was a small one. Let him 
level up the voluntary forces 
rather than level them down, and let 
him give them efficient artillery. He 
would be interested to see whether the 
right hon. Gentleman could produce expert 
artillery opinion (to support his suggestion 
to give this Army second-class artillery. 
He could not do so. It would be wiser 
therefore to increase the regular artillery 
and to have a certain portion in reserve, 
if necessary for the purposes of this 
Home Army. There was another point 
on which the scheme was bound to break 
down, and that was the total absence 
of a sufficient quantity of trained 
officers, without which no army, not even 
the war hardened Japanese army, could 
keep the field as a fighting machine. The 
right hon. Gentleman said he was im- 
pressed with the need for more officers, yet 
he had only provided for the Home Army 
206 officers, or one for every 1,500 men, 
and he was not even going to allow 
Regular adjutants for the various units. 
Apparently the Spectator Company was 
supposed to afford some idea of what could 
be done, but it must be remembered the 
result of that experiment was almost 
entirely due to ‘he excep ional zeal and 
ability of Colonel Pollock and his non- 
commissioned officers. But in that 
case there was one trained officer 
to 100 men, whilst the right hon. 
Gentleman only proposed to have 
one officer for 1,500 men. If they 
were going to train this Home Army as 
the Spectator Company was trained they 
would require 3,000 Colonel Pollocks, and 
where were they going to find them? 
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Whilst, in conclusion, noone would be more | over-estimate, and although he con- 


pleased to see the right hon. Gentleman’s | gratulated the right hon. 
while he | upon cutting down the over-estimates and 


scheme work than himself ; 


Gentleman 


wished it every success ; and while they | upon having compelled his subordinates 


were all animated with the sole desire to /to unload their unnecessary 


cargoes, 


improve the Forces, there seemed to him | yet after all that was not the manner in 
to be two vital defects, the lack of com-| which it was hoped the reduction of 


petent officers 
efficient artillery. The whole scheme was 
bound to fail unless the right hon. Gentle- 
man could devise some thorough-going 


and the lack of tolerably | 


remedy, and a thorough-going remedy | 


Unless, how- 


was bound to be costly. 
remedied 


ever, these defects were 
the whole of this Home 
which the right hon. Gentleman had 
described with such glowing enthusiasm 
and which looked so well on paper would 
collapse on the first shock of war like 
a child’s house of cards. 


*Str H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.) said 
he desired to make some observations 
from a somewhat different point of view 
from those which had just been addressed 
to the Committee. He desired to 
address himself to the Estimates and not 
io the right hon. Gentleman’s scheme 
for reforming the Army. As io the 
number of men, he felt some disappoint- 
ment that a larger reduction had not been 
made during the present year. The right 
hon. Gentleman must have been aware 


that at the time of the general election | 


and for some time prior to it there was no 
subject that attracted so much attention 
or excited more enthusiasm than 
promise that a Liberal 
would effect large reductions in naval and 
military expenditure. This was especially 
the case with respect to the Army. He was 
glad to find there was a reduction on 
this Vote of £2,000,000 in round numbers, 
but that was a very much smaller re- 
duction than the country expected 
of the present Government. 
also that that reduction, 
to the very candid admission 


according 
of the 


Army | 


military expenditure would be effected. 
It appeared that of this £2,000,000 
only £600,000 was due to a reduction 
of the establishment. He found that 
eight battalions had been abolished, 
four in South Africa, two in Malta, 
one in Gibraltar, and one in Ceylon. 
This was no doubt effected in communica- 
tion with the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, and he thought the reductions 
were right, but he found there was still 
a large force in our Colonies, especially 
in South Africa, and he would like to 


| know whether the right hon. Gentleman 


was prepared to give the Committee any 
promise or pledge that he would consider 
whether the garrison in South Africa 
could not be further reduced. The force 
in South Africa was well over 16,000 at 
the present moment, and before the 
Boer War it was only 3,000. It was now 
proposed to retain permanently in South 
Africa a very large establishment of 
Regular troops, but he failed to see the 
reason for their retention. If it was 
intended to be a sort of check on the 
Boers who had been so lately fighting 


/against us, and with regard to whom 


the | 
Government | 


| sponsible Government which 


He found | 


ight hon. Gentleman himself, was due to | 
manipulating what might be called the | 


fringe of the question. It was mainly 
due to the custom which prevailed in the 
permanent offices. There was nothing | 
in this peculiar to the War Office. 
Those who like himself had been asso- 
ciated all their lives with the constitu- 
tion of Government offices would 
know that it was their custom to 


Mr. Arthur Lee. 


| 





some apprehension might be felt, he 
could understand it. But there was no 
feeling of that kind. On the contrary it 
was felt that friend and foe were now 
welded in one, and that there was no 
internal danger from the Boer nation, to 
whom we had actually conceded re- 
had _re- 
sulted in a Boer administration being 
established. In such circumstances it 
seemed wholly unnecessary to maintain 
in the country the number of troops to 
which he had referred. The point of 
the argument, as far as the Esti- 
mates were concerned, was that if we 
reduced the number of troops abroad 
we must make a corresponding re- 
duction at home. That was due to the 
linked battalion system condemned by 
many, but with which he sympathised 
because it enabled reductions to be made 
by bringing pressure, which was other- 
wise non-existent, on the Government 
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at home. This argument applied also 
to India, where we had fifty - two 
battalions of infantry. He heard the 
right hon. Gentleman say that he 
had not heard from his right hon. 
friend the Secretary of State for India 
that he proposed to ask him to withdraw 
any of the fifty-two battalions which he 
had in India, and which he had had on 
that scale ever since the time of the 
Mutiny. He (Sir H. Cotton) did not 
know from that communication whether 
the right hon. Gentleman the Secretary of 
State for War had consulted the Secretary 
of State for India or not, but he 
ventured to think that in so important a 
matter as this, a matter affecting the 
reluction and economy of military 
expenditure, it was most desirable 
thas there should have been a con- 


ference between the two responsible 
Secretaries of State with a view to 
effecting economy if possible. As to the 


statement that fifty-two battalions had 
existed in India from the time of the 
Mutiny, the statement had no foundation 
whatever. He did not know what 
authority the right hon. Gentleman had 
for making the statement, but as a 
matter of fact there was a larger force 
now in India than there had ever been 
since the Mutiny. 


Tae CHAIRMAN pointed out that this 
Vote excluded the Indian forces, and 
therefore the hon. Gentleman was out 
of order in discussing Indian affairs. 


*Str H. COTTON said he was not 
interested in discussing Indian affairs 
except to show that the reduction of 
our military force in India would reduce 
the force in this country ; that a corres- 
ponding reduction in this country must 
ensue. There had never been, since the 
Mutiny, so large a military force in India 
as at the present time. There were now 
some 79,000 British troops in the country : 
five years ago there were only 63,000. 
That was during the war. The troops 
were sent to South Africa from India 
at that time. 
might have been said to have been in an 


anxious condition in regard to foreign | 


countries. If ever there was danger 
to India from invasion it was at tha‘ time, 
when Britain was weak and her enemies 
Then the British forces 
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were reduced to 63,000, and it was found 
that that number was ample for all the 
purposes of defence. When there was no 
anxiety and when we could look at a 
perfectly serene sky on our frontiers the 
British force in India was increased to 
79,000. That demanded some explana- 
tion and consideration at the hands of 
the Government. But the right hon. 
Gentleman said he was not responsible for 
the British troops in India. He (Sir H. 
Cotton) did not admit that. They had 
heard of this sort of thing before. The tax- 
payers were treated as a kind of football 
between the Secretary of State for India 
and the right hon. Gentleman, while the 
one Minister threw himself on the other 
for protection. There had been Viceroys 
in India who had done much in past 
years to reduce the British forces in that 
country. 


Tue CHAIRMAN said the hon. Gentle- 
man appeared to be discussing the Indian 
establishment, he could not do that on 
this Vote. He would be in order in 
arguing that if the force in India was 
reduced, the force here would be reduced, 
but he was not in order in discussing the 
Indian Force in detail. 


*Str H. COTTON said he was trying 
to bring out the fact that these right hon. 
Gentlemen got out of the argument by 
throwing themselves on one ano her for 
protection. Butthere had been Viceroys 
who did reduce the troops inIndia. Lord 
Lawrence reduced the British force in that 
country by 7,009, and later on Lord 
Ripon reduced the establishment to 
58,009 as against the 7,000 at the 
present time. So far from this being 
the number of troops retained in India 
since the Mutiny, he could well remember 
| the day when there were only 55,000. 


| Tae CHAIRMAN again called the hon. 
Member to order, and said he must not 
discuss the question in this manner. 


*Str H. COTTON said he would bow to 
the ruling of the Chairman, but he was 
bound to point out that the strength of 
the British Army in India was closely 
connected with the s‘rength of the 
British Army here in this country, and 
that unless the Secretary of State for 


DD 
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War would consider this case in com- 
munication with the Secretary of State 
for India he would never be able to effect 
the reductions desired by the mass of 


the electors, who returned to Parliament | 
Gentlemen like himself as well as right | 


hon. Gentlemen who sat on the Treasury 
Bench. 


Cotone, KENYON-SLANEY (Shrop- 
shire, Newport) said that he 


make no reference to the speech they had | 
just listened to except to say that when | 


the hon. Gentleman found fault with the 
retention of the garrisons in South 
Africa, and said that before the war there 
was only a garrison of 3,000 there, some 
Members believed that had there been a 
larger garrison then, there might have 
been no war. With regard to the Indian 


comparisons which the hon. Gentleman | 
had made, he could only say that so long as | 


there were persons agitating against this 


country it would not be wise to make | 


any reduction of our forces there. Com- 
ing now to the subject previously under 
discussion, which was of supreme im- 
portance to the country, he desired to 
say that the speech of the right hon. 
Gentleman and the action he had taken 
was a great contribution to the con- 
sideration of the greatest of our national 
problems. He would confine his ob- 
servations to trying to obtain information 
from the right hon. Gentleman on various 
points of his scheme which he did not 
quite understand, and to point out 
those spots in 


able to remove before going further. 


The hon. Member for the Abercromby | 


Division appeared to be delighted that 
the Army was so small, but regretted that 
further reductions had not been made. 
How small the hon. Gentleman would 
like it to be, he did not know. The 
hon. Gentleman hoped to get further 
year. They might go 
so far that it would not be worth 
while to have an Army at all. 
He could not help thinking that the 
speech of the hon. Member for the 
Abercromby Division must have been 
somewhat unpleasant hearing for the 
right hon. Gentleman in charge of this 
great question. One point which had 


reductions next 


struck him, and which made him a little 
bit inclined to differ from some of those who 
had spoken on his own side of the House, 


Sir H. Cotton. 
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would | 


it that it was desir- | 
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{was that the right hon. Gentleman 
claimed, he had no doubt with perfect 
accuracy, that in this matter he repre- 
sented not only his own mind, but the 
mind of the best representatives of the 
Army associated with him in the Army 
Council. That, of course, to him made a 
very considerable difference. But he 
wondered in what way the proposition 
had been put to the Army advisers. 
Had it been in this way—‘ Tell me 
/how the Army can be made absolutely 


| 


| efficient, and we will see what can be 
done?” Or was it in this way—- 
“You can only have so much money, 
and your efficiency must be made to 
| correspond with the expenditure?” Of 
| course, there was a difference where the 
| military advisers had to consider effi- 
ciency first and economy afterwards. 
| or where they had to consider economy 
first, and efficiency was to be made to 
fit in with the economy. He _ traced 
‘throughout the whole scheme the un- 


| fortunate necessity of the Governmen ’s 
having to carry out some of the pledges 
which were given at the last general elec- 
tion. With regard to the field force, under 
this scheme, personally and individually 

'he objected to its reduction by over 

| 16,000 men. In view of the casualties 

'sustained in modern battles the reduc- 
tion of our forces by 16,000 men was 

“not a very good preliminary step to 

getting an efficient Army. He thought 

the reduction was a mistake, and he was 
surprised that the Army authorities 
should have given their consent to it, 
| unless they were driven by necessity to 
confine this scheme within certain eco- 
nomical limits. The composition of the 
field force was to be 160,000 men, and it 
' was to depend for its efficiency, as far as 
he could make out, on the reinforcement 
of 75,000 of the special contingent. He 
wanted to know whether what was called 
the special contingent was part of the 
field force or part of the territorial force. 


Mr. HALDANE said it would form 
part of the field force, to which it belonged. 
The special contingent would include not 
only the new battalions, but also highly 
skilled troops drawn from the new 
territorial force to be supernumerary on 
the mobilisation of the field force. On 
the other part of the Question pnt. 
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man, he would like to say thit he 
had never put upon the Army Council that 
they desired to reduce their battalions, | 
except that it was a part of the general 
policy of the country. He also wished 
to say that he would not put upon the 
Army Council that they represented the 
most perfect thing imaginable. He knew | 
nothing of what views they might have | 
as to compulsory service, and he was not 
sure that they would not have liked to | 
draft the Militia. But those things were | 
withheld. What he said was: Granted | 
these things, then the duty of the Army | 
Council was to find the mo-t perfect way. 


{27 Feprvary 1907} 


by the right hon. and gallant Gentle- ; 
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of the people, of the classes from which 
this territorial force was to be recruited. 
He based his hopes on their willingness 


to serve under the conditions which 


he laid down. It was of no use to him or 
his scheme if the Volunteers accepted 
this system and the Yeomanry declined 
it. It was of no use to his scheme if the 
Militia accepted it and the Volunteers 
and Yeomanry declined it. It was of 
no use to his scheme if the Yeomanry 
alone declined. Therefore, it was neces- 
sary for the completion of his scheme 
that they should all be willing to serve 
and do some fighting, and that he should 
have from the country at large a sufficient 


_ response to find at least 300,000 men. He 


CoLtoneL KENYON-SLANEY said this | 
reply afforded an excellent instance of | 
the very object he had in view, because | 
he had elicited the confessions which the | 
right hon. Gentleman had now made. 
With regard to the field force, he person- 
a'ly had seen little to object to in the 
general idea that was put forward con- 
cerning it, either as to its administration | 
or as to the way in which it was to be | 
commanded and divided. With regard to 
the territorial force, there seemed to be 
a dislike among some hon. Members 
about coming under the command of | 
Regular officers, of coming under the 
military thumb. But how were they 
going to deal with the territorial force 
unless it was under the military thumb, 
unless it was. under the command of a | 
supreme military thumb ? If there was a 
constant disinclination among Militia, 
Volunteers and Yeomanry to be com- 
manded by Regular soldiers, then the 
right hon. Gentleman’s scheme collapsed 
at once. Now, they were to have this 
third battalion, which formed an impor- 
tant part of the scheme. He was imme- 
diately struck by the doubt whether there 
was room at the headquarters depots if 
third battalions had to be housed in them. 
He could not understand what this 
special contingent of 75,000 men meant, 
or why they should depend for their 
training on the third battalion, with its 
nucleus. Why should they not be trained 
in the territorial headquarters of the 
regiment bv the staff of the Regular 
regiment ? He could not quite follow 
why that should not be. The right 
hon. Gentleman seemed to have based 
most of his hopes on the innate patriotism 


| to be enlisted said ‘‘ No, 


would be unwilling to throw any doubt 
on the patriotic willingness of the people 
to bear their share of defending the 
honour of the country; but he did 
think it was a little dangerous, and he 
could conceive that it might mean the 
wrecking and ruining of the Imperial 
policy, if those who organised that policy 
depended upon a responsive movement 
which migh> not be made. If the men 
” then the whole 
of that policy came to the ground, and 
they surrendered the country which 
| they might have to defend. Of course 
it could not be conceived that 
a position of that sor: was con- 
sonant with real patriotism, or with 
anything but a low and unworthy view 
of the necessities of the country or the 
Empire. Le‘ hem suppose the ‘eld force 
had gone abroad, and the territorial 
force was mobilised for six months’ 
training. The right hon. Gentleman knew 
that at that particular time intense 
strain was laid on all the firms and 
great establishments which had to man»- 
facture war material. He would give an 
instance of what he meant. He believed 
there existed a battalion of Volunteers 
a‘ the Elswick Works. He would suppose 
that they were working day and night 
to turn out work which was absolutely 
necessary for a war. If the right hon. 
Gentleman said to them, “ You must 
cease work and come out for six months’ 
training” they would put a stop to the 
work. If he did not call them out, 
there would be a_ hole in his mili- 
tary arrangements. How was that diffi- 
culty going to be met? He was some- 
what puzzled as to the relations of the 
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future county associations, for he could 
not follow where their duties would end 
and where the duty of the military com- 
mander would begin. Those associations 
were to be composed of various county 
interests, from the lord-lieutenant down- 
wards. The Secretary for War in his 
statement said that they reckoned very 
largely upon the co-operation and support 
of the landowners of the country in work- 


ing successfully the county organisations. 


Last session he listened day after day to 
very different expressions of opinion in 
regard to the landowners of the country, 
and he objected to the idea that at one 
moment the Liberal Party could con- 
sistently accuse the landowners of 
defalcations and shortcomings, and the 
next moment, when they wanted 
something out of them, applaud 
them in the House of Commons. He 
believed they would forget the insults 
which had been heaped upon them and 
take their share in any scheme for the 
good of the nation. He understood 
that under the new arrangements the 
Militia, Yeomanry and Volunteers were 
all to be placed on an absolutely equal 
footing. There might be some difficulty 
in carrying out that feeling of equality— 
which would have to be real and genuine 
if these forces were to work together 
harmoniously and train at the same 
place and time. He took it that each 
county was to be called upon to pro- 
vide a certain quota of military force, 
but that seemed to him difficult of 
elaboration. In his own county they 
had an efficient regiment of Yeomanry 
and two good rural battalions of Volun- 
teers, besides the local Militia. Would 
his county have to find its quota ? 
Would they have to find so many Yeo- 
manry, Volunteers, or Militia, or would 
they have to furnish so many more 
cavalry and so many less infantry ? 
If so, what would become of the re- 
mainder of the county establishment ? 
That seemed to him to be a point of 
real difficulty which required some elu- 
cidation. He did not intend taking 
advantage of a great many small points 
which he might easily have used to stir 
up feeling, but he recognised that the 
working of any really lasting scheme 
must be based upon the willingness of 
all arms to serve side by side in the 
second line. He had not made his 
Colonel Kenyon-Slaney. 
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criticisms with the idea of condemning 
the scheme, because he might be able 
to support it when he thoroughly 
understood it. All he wished was to be 
clear that certain difficulties which to 
him appeared obvious either did not 
exist or could be got rid of. 


*CoLONEL HERBERT (Monmouthshire, 
S.) said he had a distinct recollection of 
reading about a policy put forward a few 
years ago by the right hon. Gentleman 
the Member for Croydon and subsequently 
vindicated by him in a work of great 
interest which many members had read. 
That policy involved not the reduction of 
a small number of battalions such as had 
been carried out by the Secretary of State 
for War, but the destruction of no tewer 
than thirty-eight battalions of the line. 
The vindication put forward by the 
right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
Croydon was that in throwing thirty- 
eight surplus battalions into the 
melting-pot and adding to that com- 
pound thirty-three battalions of the Militia 
he hoped they could after a certain time 
—during which the heated fee!ings caused 
by that admixture might have cooled 
down—draw off a compound and label 
it “Short service Army, Croydon” or 
possibly “ Belfast 1904,” which would 
be an admirable reserve force for times 
of necessity in this country. But 
he understood from the right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for Croydon on 
Monday that his charge against the 
present Secretary for War was that he 
had reduced the Regular Army and that 
he was going to wipe out the Militia. It 
was difficult to say which of the two right 
hon. Gentlemen was the greater criminal. 
Was it the right hon. Gentleman who had 
had the hardihood and boldness to carry 
out what he conceived to be right, or the 
right hon. Gentleman on the Front Op- 
position Bench who had the intention 
but not the backing tc carry it through ! 
He did not propose to follow all the 
criticisms which had been levelled at 
the great scheme of future organisation 
which his right hon. friend had outlined, 
because there would be an opportunity 
for further discussion of the details when 
the scheme was presented in the form of a 
Bill. He would therefore like to deal 
more with the Estimates as a whole. He 
would like to call attention to two very 
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significant figures in the Estimates—the | 
cost of the personnel of the Regular Army 
amounting to £12,391,000, and another 
total for services, other than but sub- 
sidiary to, personnel, amounting to 
£12,499,000. There was a striking and 
significant symmetry about those figures. 
The former figure representing an “ es- 
tablishment,” or paper force of men, 
might not be spent, because the men 
might not be recruited. The latter figure 
representing estimated requirements 
based on that “ establishment,” was sure 
to be spent, whether the men enlisted 
or not, whether in fact there was a real 
effective or only a paper establishment. 
Experience had shown it, and the right 
hon. Gentleman had admitted it. This 
brought them face to face with the 
greatest of all difficulties in connection 
with our military system—the waste 
caused by the discrepancy between the 
effective and the establishment strength 
of the Army. That it was a blot on our 
present system they must all admit. 
A method for overcoming that inherent 
weakness was to be found in changing 
voluntary service for compulsory service. 
If, as he ventured to believe, the country 
would not face that alternative—and 
even in the Army itself there was no 
general desire to change the voluntary 
for the compulsory system—surely his 
right hon. friend in framing his Esti- 
mates and drawing up the scheme he 
had submitted to them had done wisely 
in trying to overcome the great discre- 
pancy between the real effective strength 
represented by men and the establish- 
ment or paper strength, which might 
be anything or represent no real strength 
whatever and ye co:t money. That, he 
ventured to say, was the key to the 
Estimates and the real foundation of the 
scheme forreorganisation. The right hon. 
Gentleman had made a very consider- 
able contribution towards the solution of 
the problem which had been the crux 
of many administrations. He had done 
something to give us a real instead 
of a fictitious strength both in men and 
in officers. In the training battalions 
which he proposed to give us he had not 
destroyed the Militia, but he had taken 
from it a constant source of grievance. 
The Militia had been bled white by the 
drawing off of the Militia reserve men, 
who were good, effective and efficient 
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men, bu: were nei‘her “militia” nor 
“reserve” and by the taking away of 
those men who enlisted in the Militia 
below the physical standard of the Army, 
but who were passed into the Army as 
soon as they attained that standard: 
with the result that nothing but the 
residuum was left for the Militia. This 
position had been dealt with in a very 
effective m nner by his right hon. friend 
in the establishment of the so-called 
training battalions. They would be as 
he understood it, practically a recruit- 
ing machine. They would get their 
men and put them through a certain 
amount of military training, which now 
they were obliged to get in a Militia 
battalion, to the detriment of that bat- 
talion, and they might afterwards be 
attracted into the regular Army. With 
regard to the general system of ad- 
ministration under which it was proposed 
to deal with the auxiliary forces as a 
whole, they were not interfering with 
that portion of the Army which would 
be required for foreign service, but were 
making such arrangements that those 
serving at home would be able to 
serve in the manner which would be 
most suitable and convenient to their 
civil avocations. Surely that was com- 
mon sense. He would like to refer to 
the valuable White Paper which the :ight 
hon. Gentleman had issued to them in 
the last twenty-four hours, shoving 
what was going to be done in order t» 
provide more officers. He ventured to 
say that that was the first practical 
step which had ever been taken to sys- 
tematise the provision of officers in 
this country. He congratulated the 
right hon. Gentleman most heartily 
upon the way in which the work had 
been carried out by those to whom he 
had entrusted it. He would have liked 
the Committee to have gone a little bit 
further. He would like to have seen a 
little more imagination thrown into 
that proposal for a training corps which 
was to be based upon the public school 
cadet corps and upon the University 
corps. If they could only keep a hold 
upon the young men who belonged to 
these corps and bring them gradually 
into the service of the country, whether 
in the Regular Army or as supplemental 
officers, or in the Auxiliary Forces, they 
would be doing a great work and securing 
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University Volunteer corps and the 
public school cadet corps were united 
under a common name and _ brought 
under the direct patronage of the august 
head of the Army—were made royal 
cadets—and given the right to wear 
the uniform appertaining to that branch 
of the service, they would get an in- 
dissoluble union between these boys 
and young men. It was mentioned 
by the right hon. Gentleman in his 
speech on Monday that the organisation 
of the new third battalions would be on 
the four company or “ double company ” 
principle. That, he thought, indicated 
a step in the right direction. He was 
‘juite certain that for the organisation 
of the territorial infantry the four com- 
pany battalion was undoubtedly the best. 
The squacron organisation of cava'ry had 
been a comple e success, and for years 
thinking so'diers had ad\ ocated a similar 
reform of infantry organisation. He 
commended that suggestion to the right 
hon. Gentleman. He regretted the attack 
which the hon. and gallant Member for 
Central Sheffield had made on the Regular 
officers as not being fit to deal with the 
Volunteers. There were a number of 
officers bo h a* home and in the self- 
governing Colonies whose whole duties 
ay wih troops raised under the Volun- 
teer system. They were not to speak 
in ‘his House for themselves and it was 
to vindicate their character and the 





splendid service done by them that he | 


ventured to charac erise those remarks 
as ungenerous. There were endless 
details which came to one’s mind when 
considering the far-reaching scheme out- 
lined by the right hon. Gentleman, and 
they would welcome the submission of 
that scheme in its complete form. 


*Magor ANSTRUTHER-GRAY (St. 
Andrews Burghs) said that no one could 
have listened to the three hours speech 
which the right hon. Gentleman the Secre- 
tary for War had made on Monday without 


a feeling of sympathy and admiration. | 


And, however much they might differ 
from him, he thought that, at any rate, 
the right hon. Gentleman deserved their 
thanks for his courtesy and unfailing 
patience. It was with a eeling of great 
disappointemnt that he himself had 
siudied the right hon. Gentleman’s 


Colonel Herbert. 


| . 
|He had hoped to hear something very 


different ; but, taking the subjec‘ as it 
was, he looked upon it as a national 
and not a Party question, having in view 
'the immense territories over which our 
flag flies. Knowing something of the 
vastness of the foreign armies with which 
he hoped we might never be involved, 
but with which we must be prepared to 
contend if necessity arose, it was with 
/no light heart that he looked to the 
| abolition of ten battalions of the line, and 
| knowing, as he did, the good work they 
'had done during the late war in South 
| Africa, it was also with a feeling of sorrow 
that he looked to the contemplated 
des'ruction of the Militia. He was 
for eighteen months in South Africa, and 
| when he came across a Militia regiment 
|he could not tell whether it was a 
| Regular or a Militia regiment except for 
their badges—they acted with as much 
precision and showed as much general 
proficiency as the regiments of the line. 
Then as to the Yeomanry, he granted 
that the men who received cnly Is. 4d. 
|a day pay had some right to complain 
of the Yeomanry receiving 5s, per day, 
seeing that they could do as much good 
work as the latter. In fact the shilling- 
| a-day men often pulled the 5s. a day’men 
out of difficulties. At the same time, 
patience and money had been spent in 
making the Yeomanry into a _ very 
efficient force, which was now to be 
crippled or destroyed by a stroke of the 
It might be that their patriotism 


pen. 
was so strong that they would 
‘continue to serve. Many a farm 
labourer, however, who would come 


‘out for training and pay another to 
do his work for him, could not afford to 
do so if this money at present received 
by him were taken from him. He did 
not know how the volunteers would like 
the scheme of a four years service and 
a fine of £5 for not completing that 
term. He thought that it would be 
| wise on the part of the Government to 
let the volunteers be free to join and to 
leave in the future as in the past. The 
essence of volunteering was freedom. 
This Home Army was to be an Army 
on the cheap; he could wish that it 
would be an efficient Army. If they 
| jumbled together the Militia, Yeomanry, 
and Volunteers, and mobilised them for 
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six months, after a war begun, they 
would be courting disaster; if they were 
afraid to mobilise the new force and 
make it efficient before the ouibreak of 
war, the country would be in a worse 
position than it was before. 


Mr. COURTENAY WARNER (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield) said that although 
he was a commanding officer of Militia 
he did not think that the pro- 
posals of the Secretary of State for 
War would be the destruction of that 
force. The private Militiaman would 
have practically the same conditions of 
service as at present; and the only 
difficulty would be in regard to the 
officers of the seventy-four battalions. 
He looked to that with some apprehen- 
sion, because the Militia was already 
short of officers. A great number of 
the officers were, no doubt, not so good as 
they ought to be, but there were others 
who were good men. He believed that a 
large number of subalterns and captains 
who might be useful on the outbreak of 
a war would be lost to the force under 
the new conditions. Another objection 
to the alteration of the disposition of the 
seventy-four battalions was that the 
men when embodied would not be in 
touch with their old officers whom they 
knew and who had know them for a long 
time and who could trust each other. 
He trusted something would be done 
to modify the scheme in that respect. 
An hon. Member opposite had been very 
pleased when he got what he thought 
was a confession from the Secretary 
of State for War; but that was only 
the old confession that they should cut 
heir coat according to the amount of cloth 
‘hey had. That was not the principle 
acted upon a few years ago when the 
country went too far in over-spending 
its resources. The predecessors of the 
present Minister for War brought forward 
great and expensive schemes, and the 
result was that the voice of the country 
had to be listened to in demanding 
large reductions in Army expenditure. 
He thought the Secretary for War 
was to be congratulated on _ the 
reductions he had made, and _ they 
were all grateful to the right hon. Gentle- 
man for having made them. [Opposite 
cries of “No.”] He knew that there 
were many soldiers who thought that 
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there was a danger of going too far; but 
if a good scheme could be got for a 
territorial Army which might be relied 
on, there was a possibility of a reduction 
of expenditure on the Army being 
effected. The hon. Member for Shrop- 
shire had suggested that the territorial 
Army would not come to the scratch 
when it was required; but if we were 
involved in a great war, with the country 
behind the Government of the day, there 
would be no fear of there not being 
plenty of volunteers from those troops 
to the Regular Army. The objection 
was that the territorial Army was only 
half-trained, but by the time that they 
were called upon to replace the regular 
troops they would have had six months 
of continuous training in addition to 
what they had before. The right hon. 
Member for Dover said that there would 
be confusion when the regular troops 
were sent abroad and only the territorial 
Army was left at home. That occurred 
during the South African war when the 
late Government was in power; but if 
the late Government had embodied 
the Militia on the declaration of war 
the confusion and enormous expense 
caused during the disastrous times of 
that war would have been avoided. If 
we had this territorial Army, at the end 
of six months troops could be sent abroad, 
and there would be a very good force 
prepared for taking their place. In re- 
regard to the “ bridge” of seventy-four 
battalions he wanted to know exactly 
where they were in regard to them. One 
objection taken to them was that if they 
were created there would not be room for 
them in the new barracks. He did not 
think that was a valid objec ion, because 
the moment war broke out there would be 
room in the barracks. But where was the 
cadre save in the persons of the major 
and the four cap ains, who would be 
perfectly unable to control 800 or 1,000 
regular troops. But if war broke out 
there would be a difficulty in finding 
officers. One thing the right hon. 
Gentleman was entitled to credit for 
was an increased supply of 100 subaiterns 
from Sandhurst, but even then the 
right hon. Gentleman would have diffi- 
culty in finding officers for these seventy- 
four battalions. He knew that the 
answer would be that officers would be 
supplied from the territorial Army. But 
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even then, these territorial officers would | Regular forces which had been referred 


not know the men or be in 
with them, and they would themselves 
be men of slight training and would not 
be so good in point of training as the 
men they were called upon to command. 
He thought it would be better if some 
scheme could be devised to give these 
men permanent officers or, at all, events, 
officers who would be with them for at 
least some months or a year and thus be 
in touch with them. He did not think 
the scheme in regard to the Yeomanry 


had been quite fairly criticised. It was 
said that they were being deprived 


of 5s. 6d. and were only to have 
Is. or 1s. 6d. a day. He believed that 
the pay and rations would work out at 
2s. 8d., and that there were stores and 
equipments which they at present sup- 
plied themselves, but which would in 
future be supplied by the Government, 
because the force was now to be treated 
absolutely as Regulars. Therefore the 
reduction was not 2s. 4d. but some- 
thing considerably smaller. He thought 
everybody agreed when 5s. 6d. a day 
was fixed that it was an_ extra- 
vagant amount, and that it was 
reasonable that some reduction should be 
made. He did not think a reduction of 
2s. or even 2s. 6d. a day would prevent 
farmers from joining the force as they 
had done in the past. He thought they 
had sufficient patriotism to join, because 
they would receive sufficient to enable 
them to employ men to do their work 
during the time they were absent from it. 
There was one charge he looked upon 
as extravagant and that was for generals, 
whose pay formed the most expensive 


part of the Army Estimates. ‘There 
ought not to ke so many of them, 
and it would be much’ more 
economical to employ adjutants. On the 


whole he congratulated the Secretary of 
State upon having introduced a scheme 
would reduce the cost of the Army 
without impairing its efficiency. 
WILLIAMS 


*COLONEL R. (Dorset- 


sfire, W.) said he desired to look at this 

question of the Territorial Army from the 

inside, as he was within a fortnight of 

completing forty years service, and took 

a keen interest in all that concerned it. 

He knew nothing of the jealousy of the 
Mr. Courtenay Warner. 


touch | to; but what the Volunteer forces did 


sometimes complain of was a certain want 
of sympathy, and failure to understand 
all the conditions of their service ; and no 
doubt Regular officers differed, as was 
the case in all things. The right 
hon. Gentleman the Secretary of State 
for War had based his policy upon a 
hotch-potch of something like 300,000: 
men and was attempting to turn the 
Volunteer system into a compulsory 
system in two ways. In the first place 
they were to be enlisted for four years 
and a considerable fine was to be inflicted 
if a man left the service unreasonably. 
That condition in his opinion varied 
it from a Volunteer to a compulsory 
service. In time of war, moreover, it 
was hoped that this force would volunteer 
for foreign service, not individually, 
but by battalions or regiments or divisions. 
That was also a sort of compulsion as 
it did away with ihe individual position 
of the Volunteers. At the outbreak of 
war, moreover, they might be mobilised 
six months. They were told that the 
Militia was dwindling. Why was that ‘ 
Because the stress of trade competition 
was so acute that the men who had 
hitherto joined the Militia had not the 
time now to do so and joined the Volun- 
teers. If his battalion were asked to 
go out for six months training in time 
of war they could not do it. 
He would lose his best field officer 
and a_ considerable portion of his 
captains if that condition was insisted 
upon. Why? Because they were pro- 
fessional men. If a man was a doctor, 
a lawyer, or a wine merchant, he could 
not afford to give up his occupation for 
six months, as it meant the sacrifice 
of his living. This was recognised ly 
the Committee on the Training of 
Officers, who remarked that the requisite 
time must be given before men went into 
business, as they could not give up their 


time in later years. If this six months 


| continuous training in case of war was 


insisted upon under a territorial system 
they would have to recruit the Volunteer 
force from a different class from that from 
which it was now drawn. The particular 
class of men to which he was alluding 
must be captured before they entered upon 


professional life. The patriotism of the 
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country was undeniable, but they must| of the Indian Army which was fixed 
remember that the conditions of mercan- lat the strength considered necessary 
tile competition with foreign nations, | after the Mutiny ; and had been preserved 
andthe demand for skilled workmen were | at that strength ever since would incur 
greater than ever they were before. | the gravest responsibility. He rather 
‘At the same time there were so many men | | gathered from one of the speeches 
out of work that masters would not wait | | delivered to- night that they were advised 
fora man, but filled up his post. Some | to trust to Bengalee agitators rather than 
years ago he was asked how many men | ‘© British bayonets, but that was not 
he could get to come up upon mobilisation | 2" opinion held by any sane surveyor of 


within twenty-four hours, and he said 90 | the situation. Our fellow subjects - 
per cent., for the first fortnight, but after India had realised the fact thatastrong anc 


2 Fe ficient Army was the greatest factor for 
that not more ‘han 60 or 70 per cent. at emiciont 4 8 the g * 


. Riven : yeace. There were, however, some points 
one time: but this six months continuous |! y I i 
of detail upon which India was rather 


aioe. would be a serious bar = such hardly treated, and if the right hon. 
a state of things and to the efficiency of | Gontieman could see his way to reduce 
the Volunteer corps. ‘the charges made by way of capitation 
grant, he would redress a long-felt griev- 
gas ng pagan meenteng oA ance. He also hoped that the “Cape 
did not wish to take a hand among the | gappis ox nitely re- 
experts in what had been described as . egy — pean ty femmes of 
“Bridge.” He wanted, however, to trouble there at present, but the force at 
know what would be the effect of this the Cape was not larger than was neces- 
reduction upon fourth Volunteer batta-| gary. True the Boers were not likely to 
lions. He did not ask for any ruling as | give trouble. They might say, “ Bella 
to any individual battalion, but to give a gerant allii ; we'll try id ballot. boxes.” 
concrete case, would take, for instance, But our country men were a few among 
the fitth battalion of the South Wales many natives of the country, and iain 
Borderers in his own constituency ; would safety was a paramount consideration. 
it disappear 4 The too great reduction of the peace 
- . : | strength of our troops in foreign posses- 
Mr. HALDANE: It will disappear | sions, inspired a feeling that we were 
on its present footing. ‘letting things down, provoked attacks, 
and was opposed to the preservation of 
*Mr. REES said there were other | the peace. 
Members, who did not understand ex- | 
actly how the new system would work| *Mr. COURTHOPE (Rye, Sussex) 
out in this respect, but at present he | said he desired to say a few words as 
need say nothing further upon that. He | a junior Volunteer officer on the aspect 
would like to know whether the cadres | of this case as it appeared to him and 
which were preserved under Mr. Card- | his brother officers. He was very glad to 
well’s organisation were to be pre-| hear his hon. and gallant friend, who had 
served, and whether any addition was had forty years service in the Volunteer 
tohe made to them for the purpose of | Forces, say that he was aware of no 
filling up drafts for India on account of | jealousy on the part of Volunteer officers 
those which had admittedly disappeared. | of officers of the Line. He desired to en- 
The Army at home supplied 75,000 | dorse that view. Their complaint had been 
men for India, and the right hon. | that they had not been sutliciently associ- 
Gentleman last year informed the | ated with the Regular Army; that they 
House that not a man, nor a gun, nora | had never been regarded as soldiers, and 
battery, would be reduced in the Indian | that no attempt had been made to make 
establishment. He desired to know the Volunteers into soldiers. He wel- 
whether it was the case that in spite of |comed the association with the Regular 
the changes to be introduced there) Army that the right hon. Gentleman 
would be a provision for the main-| was aiming at and the Divisional or- 
tenance of those 75,000 British soldiers  ganisation which he was proposing. The 
together with the present complement Volunteer Forces had suffered  enor- 
of “artillery. In his opinion the Minister | mously from the want of co-ordina- 
who would propose to reduce the strength | tion. There had never been co-ordination 
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between brigades, there had been too 
little co-ordination between battalions. 
He welcomed also the proposals with 
regard to camp, that the camp should be 
fifteen days in all. They were once 
allowed to go into camp for a month 
during the war, but it cost the Govern- 
ment so much that they had never been 
allowed to go out for more than a week 
since. Ever since then they had been 
asking to be allowed to take the happy 
mean and go to camp for a fortnight. 
A week was no good at all. On the 
Saturday they went into camp; on Sun- 
day, from some absurd reason, they were 
allowed to do nothing ; on Monday they 
were settling down, and on Tuesday they 
started work. Then on Thursday there 
was inspection and on Friday they packed 
up, and only two days’ real work was pos- 
sible. But there was one point on which 
he could not make up his mind, and that 
was whether these extra services, double 
camp and other advantages, given to this 
territorial Army could be given at less cost 
than the cost of the present organisation. 
He hoped it might be so, but he could not 
help thinking that the right hon. Gentle- 
men had not entirely justified the very 
low estimate which he had placed on 
this territorial second line. He did 
not share the misgivings of some hon. 
Members as to the four years enlistment 
or as to the £5 fine. The Volunteer did 
not care whether he enrolled or whether 
he enlisted, or whether it was for three 
years or four, and as to the fine, they 
have been told over and over again that 
the £5 fine placed a man on a different 
footing than at present, but that was 
not so. For all practical purposes it 
was just the same. In his own battalion 
there was only one fortnight in the year 
when they allowed a Volunteer to give 
notice. He had to give notice within 
the last fortnight of October if he 
was going to go without being run 
in for the 35s. capitation grant. He 
signed on for three years, but if he went 
during his first year he was run in for 
three years capitation grant, and it made 
no difference to him whether he was run in 
at the local petty sessional court under 
civil contract with his commanding ofticer, 
or whether he was fined under a statute. 
There was one point on which he had 
misgivings. It had been mentioned once 
or twice already. He thought they would 
have trouble with the employers over 
the six months mobilisation. There 


Mr. Courthope. 
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would be no trouble with the landowners. 
They would help. But there would be 
difficulty with the employers. He hoped 
the right hon. Gentleman would 
be able to make some suggestion 
or hold out some hope that the difficulty 
might be got over, because he felt that at 
present it was a very great one. He 
knew that under our present system, 
Volunteers might be called out in a 
national emergency to defend our shores, 
but that was rather a different thing. It 
was a very remote contingency. 


Mr. HALDANE said it was just the 
same contingency. The mobilisation 
would only be on a very great emergency 
when the whole of the Reserves would be 
called out. It was just the same sort of 
contingency as was contemplated in a 
great national emergency. 


*Mr. COURTHOPE thanked the right 
hon. Gentleman, and said he rather 
gathered that under the new scheme the 
mobilisation for six months would take 
place under a much less urgent necessity 
than at present, but he felt reassured. 
He had only one more misgiving and it 
was this. He did not quite see his way 
through the transition period, which must 
be ditticult and lengthy. How were they 
going to get from the present number in 
a given county to the number that 
mighe be required, because he gathered 
that there would be considerable variation 
—there must be from what he knew of 
the force. The transition period must 
necessarily be a period of very great ditt- 
culty. They would have at the same 
time recruits under the new scheme, 
and men who were now serving, who 
would not be prepared to yo on 
under the scheme, and yet whom pre- 
sumably we should not want to get 
rid of immediately, because we did not 
want to deplete one force until we had 
the other. It might be all right; he 
hoped it would be. He was sure that all 
Parties and all sections of the Auxiliary 
Forces would do their best to help the 
right hon. Gentleman with his scheme, 
but he did not himself see his way 
through that difficulty. If he might he 
wanted to mention one or two points of 
detail which had occurred to him. ‘The 
first was a point the right hon. Gentle- 
man himself raised in his speech on 
Monday with reference to the present 
mobilisation arrangement. He thought 
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every company in the battalion in which 
he served had its own contracts all ready 
and complete for mobilisation. He had 
in his company. 
within six hours on transport for every- 
thing required, and he thought it was the 
same right through. 
that that system was very general in the 


Volunteer force, and that, speaking from | 
the point of view of individual units, they | 
were really better prepared for mobilisa- | 


tion than the right hon. Gentleman gave 
them credit for. But that was a minor 
point. While he was mentioning mobilisa- 


tion, he hoped the right hon. Gentleman | 


would see his way to send Yolunteer 
units for their usual training to the 
position which they would occupy on 
mobilisation. He had been a Volunteer 
otticer for fifteen years, and had never 
in a military capacity seen the place 
to which they were to go on mobilisa- 
tion. He had been there on a private 
visit but that was all. It was 
very deplorable that such a state of 
things should exist, and he hoped it 
might be changed. There was another 
point with reference to the Memorandum 
which the right hon. Gentleman had 
issued. He gathered from the second 
paragraph of the approximate estimated 
cost of the territorial force that there 
were to be no Regular adjutants in 
the territorial regiments, and he had 
some doubt as to the advisability or 
possibility of replacing Regular adjutants 
by auxiliaries. 


Mr. HALDANE: That is not what is 
intended. The policy is that the General 
Staff should rather concentrate their 
Regular adjutants as a provisional staff, 
and that new adjutants should be 
appointed, 


*Mr. COURTHOPE said he hoped this 
might succeed. He happened one 
summer to act as adjutant to a Volunteer 
battalion, and he knew what an exceed- 
ingly serious thing it was for a Volunteer 
oticer to undertake. Another point 
which he considered even more serious 
was that apparently the present system 
of sergeant instructors was going to be 
changed. The only mention the Secre- 
tary for War had made of sergeant 
instructors was that of a man riding 
on a bicycle to the village green 
or to the village school and_train- 
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He could lay his hand | 


extent in the town corps, where every- 


He had an idea. 


lall that 
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ing the troops there. A _ sergeant 
instructor of a Volunteer company had 
much more to do than that It might be 
possible to do away with them to a large 


thing was concentrated, but in the country 
battalions, where nearly every company 
had its own orderly room, its own organi- 
sation, and a considerable amount of 
clerical and other work to be done as 
well as its drills, taey could not dispense 
with sergeant instructors, who had to do 
work. He would take an 
example of what passed in his own 
company. He drew his company from 
six or seven different parishes. There 
Was an enormous amount of clerical and 
other work to be done, and he had to 
keep up an orderly room. He was, so 
to speak, his own commanding officer, 
and his own adjutant as well as captain, 
and it was absolutely necessary that he 
should have an instructor. They could 
not dispense with a professional in- 
structor in such cases. And yet there 
was no provision in these Estimates for 
anything like the number of professional 
instructors that would be required, if 
the country companies of Volunteer 
battalions were to keep their present 
instructors. The occasional man drop- 
ping in on a bicycle, and holding a drill 
in the village school would not be 
sufficient. 


Mr. HALDANE: The hon. Member 
need be in no doubt. We do not intend 
to make any alteration in the present 
system. I appreciate to the full the 
value of what he says. 


*Mr. COURTHOPE said he was very 
glad indeed to hear that; he must 
have misunderstood the figures, which 
did not appear to him to be sutficient. 
Then there was a point as to the ex- 
penses of administration, and here 
again he referred more to the rural 
battalions than to the town battalions. 
He saw from the Estimate that no pay- 
ment of any kind, beyond railway fares, 
was to be made to officers and men for 
attendance at drills. Did that refer to 
| the cost of conveyance, or only to actual 
pay? Because if it meant that no 
finangial provision would be made for 
the expenses of attending drills, it would 
be a very serious blow. 
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Mr. HALDANE was understood to 
say that it was not proposed to withdraw 
the payment of expenses. 


Army 


*Mr. COURTHOPE said that was all | 
He was glad to know that, because | 
in these rural districts a very large | 


right. 


proportion of the annual expenses they 
had to bear was in getting the men in to 
drill. Where a single company might be 
drawn from six or seven parishes, as in 
his own case, and the men were to a 
certain extent agricultural labourers who 
had done a hard day’s work, they 
could not he expected to march six 
or seven miles to drill, and then to 
march home again. They could not do 
it. In his own case, in a single company, 
he spent £40 or £50 a year on van hire, 
and it was a very necessary expense if 
they were to get the men together at all 
for practical work. He was glad that 
would be dealt with. He hoped the 
right hon. Gentleman did not mind his 


raising these little points of detail. His 
next point was about dress. He saw 


that one suit of service dress would 
be provided for each man. Were they 
going to do away with the full dress ? 


Mr. HALDANE was understood to | 
would be for | 


say that the allowance 
service dress only. 


*Mr. COURTHOPE: The rest would 
be provided, he took it, by the County 
Committees. 
is at their 


Mr. HALDANE: That 


discretion. 


*Mr. COURTHOPE thought that al- 
though the service dress was very service- 
able and useful it was very necessary that 


the men should be given a change of | 


clothes—for mstance, in camp, or in hot 
weather—and also that they should have 
something a little bit smarter than a 
well worn service kit, in order, for one 
thing, not to strike a blow at recruiting. 
The service dress, when it had been worn 
on field days and so on for two or three 
years, did not look well on a church 
parade, and it was necessary that there 
should be full dress in many, if not 
all, cases for the Volunteers. He had 
one other point on the Estimates. 
Provision was made for 1680 riding 


horses, presumably chargers, under 
the heading of infantry _ brigades. 
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That worked out at ten chargers per 
battalion at the public cost. Was the 
right hon. Gentleman going to mount 
the captains, because he did not know 
where the ten chargers would come 
in otherwise? He hoped he would 
mount the captains, for they would then 
be able to do better work, and personally 
be would enjoy it much, although, of 
course, he did not know that that was 
the intention, but ten chargers per bat- 
talion were being provided at the public 
cost for the infantry battalions of the 
territorial Army. There was one po nt 
with regard to the territorial Army 
which involved a larger principle than 
these matters of detail. Was the 
organisation of the territorial force going 
to be the same in Ireland ? They had no 
Volunteers there, but they had Militia. 


Mr. HALDANE: I explained in my 
speech that there are no Volunteers in 
Ireland, but we propose to take the 
existing Irish Militia battalions, to make 
those who are in them enlist under the 
special service clauses of the Bill, and in 
that way to get a number of extra 
battalions in Ireland to represent the old 
Irish Militia. 


*Mr. COURTHOPE said he wished to 
air a grievance or two about ammuni- 
tion and rifles. As to ammunition the 
right hon. Gentleman promised him early 
last year to remove a grievance, which the 
Volunteers felt very much, about the 
quality of ammunition, and he would 
like to take that opportunity of thanking 
him for carrying out that promise 
promptly, the grievance having been 
redressed at once. It was now more 
about the quantity than the quality of 
the ammunition that he wished to speak. 
At present they had nothing like enough, 
and he hoped it might be increased to an 
almost unlimited extent. ‘The man who 
was willing and prepared to give his 
time and to make himself a really efficient 
shot ought to be able to get his ammuni- 
tion for nothing. In days gone by 
there was far more attention given to 
shooting and musketry than was now 
the case. He did not think there was 
sufficient encouragement given to the 
young men of the country to make them- 
selves really efficient rifle shots, and it was 
a matter of the greatest importance. Lord 
Roberts had said that if ten marks were 
to be given for military efficiency eight 
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of thuse marks should go to musketry, 
and he was sure that that was no 
exaggeration, and that if Volunteers were 
willing to give their time and go on the 
range week after week they should get 
an unlmited quantity of ammunition, 
provided, of course, that their shooting 
was under proper supervision, and that 
the ammunition was not wasted. 
as to rifles. In the right hon. Gentleman’s 
Memorandum issued with the Army 
Estimates, there was a statement that he 
intended to re-arm the Volunteer force 
with a new, or rather a converted, rifle, the 
long Lee-Enfield. He did not know 
whether it was official or not, but he 


found a paragraph in the daily papers on | 


Monday, giving details about this rifle. 
The rifle, he understood, was to have the 
long Lee-Enfield barrel rather than the 
short one, and that he was very glad to 
see, because he was convinced that it was 
a better barrel in every way. Directly 
they got beyond 500 yards it was more 
accurate, and it had a great advantage 
over the short rifle on dark days and in 
the evenings when the short barrel 
showed a flash, but the long barrel did 
not. He was also glad that this long 
barrel was to be kept, because it was very 
much less liable to drop the foresight, 
one of the commonest failings of the 
indifferent rifle shot. That was a 
point on which he thought everyone who 
had handled both would agree with him. 
The further particulars which were given 
in the public Press said that the rifle was 
to be adapted and fitted with a charger or 
outrigger, as on the short rifle, for clip 
loading. He hoped it might be possible 
to adapt the long rifle to clip loading, but 
by some method more serviceable than 
that adapted with regard to the short 
‘303. The outrigger was so easily liable 
to damage and to be knocked off, and he 
hoped it might be found possible to adopt 
some simpler system. His last point, and 
one of the most important, was with 
He did 
not know what sights were going to be 
used for this new rifle. The Press stated 
that the back sight was going to be the 
Lee-Enfield “leaf.” He hoped that was 
not so, because it was a very bad sight. 
He did not pretend to be an expert in 
this matter, but he had done a great deal 
of rifle-shooting with a great variety of 
weapons and he was pretty well in touch 
with the best rifle shots of the day. The 


Lee-Enfield leaf back sight was a bad sight ' 
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Then | 


'who used them. 
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'unless they used all sorts of tinkering 


adjustments to get it into order. As it 
was fixed on the rifle it was no good at 
all. It gave a great deal of trouble, and 
the slide was apt to get out of order. 
If it worked loose, they could not keep 
it in place without using it at an angle 
instead of horizontally. On the other 
hand it was often too stiff to adjust with 
accuracy. All these defects were removed 
by the back tight which was fixed to the 
short °303 rifle which, with one or two 
alterations, would be an excellent back 
sight, because the adjustmeut was simple 
and not likely to get out of order. There 
was no fear of the bar slipping when 
once it was adjusted, and it was 
fitted with a simple screw mechanism, 
not only for wind-guage alterations 


but for altering the elevation as 
well. Those things were very desir- 


able if they wanted to encourage good 
rifle-shooting. He knew it was said in 
opposition to this sight that the ordinary 
“Tommy ” was not up to judging wind 
and altering the sight with the wind- 
guage in front. Very well, let him leave 
it alone. He need not use the screws. 
It was quite possible to use this 
sight without moving the wind-guage 
at all, and at the same time the expert 
shot who could judge the wind was 
able to take full advantage of the sight. 


' As to the foresight he thonght the short 


rifle 303 was, on the whole, a very good 
one, but the wings were much too heavy 
He hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would bear that in mind. The wings 
were necessary to protect the foresight, 
but should not be of the massive pattern 
fixed to the present short rifle. As a 
general principle of policy with regard to 
this question of sights he hoped the 
right hon. Gentleman and the Army 
Council would see their way to allow 
much greater latitude to marksmen in 
the matter of their sights. No country 
in the world was so tied down by regula- 
tion as we were in regard to this 
matter. It was notorious that different 
eyes required different sights in order to 
utilise their rifles to the best advantage. 
In the United States great latitude was 
allowed, and on the Army rifles all sorts 
of peep sights and other things were 
fixed, to the very great advantage of those 
It might be said that. 
this would cause expense. Of course it 
would, but it was nothing like the heavy 
expense which had to be borne by 
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individual marksmen in this country, in 
the purchase of orthoptics and verniers. 
It would mean a great economy to them 
and a good thing in every way if they 
were allowed, instead of using all these 
contrivances which they could not take on 
service, and were no good except on rifle 
ranges, to fix suitable sights on their own 


rifles. They would then have the full 
advantage of them on_ service, as 


long as they succeeded in keeping their 
own rifles with them. He had said that 
different eyes required different sights. 


He had personally fixed sights to 
a rifle, which were worth two or 
three points in thirty-five, but he 


might not use them, and many other 
rifle shots were in the same _ position. 
He hoped the Government might be able 
to adopt a policy of greater latitude in 
this matter. He was sure it would pay 
in the long run. It would increase the 
interest in musketry, and that not only 
amongst good shots ; because the indiffer- 
ent man would soon realise the advantage 
gained by experts in the use of these 
sights, and that would encourage him to 
pay attention to the matters of wind and 
elevation, and to find out what suited his 
own eyesight best. By doing this they 
would not only be giving a boon to the 
expert, but also encouragement to the in- 
different and the beginner. 
means general proficiency in the 
Auxiliary Forces would be attained. He 
was sure that was an object which all 
interested in shooting must have in view. 


*Captain KINCAID-SMITH (War- 
wickshire, Stratford-on-Avon): — said 
that unless every one agreed to yield up 
his personal opinions and helped to 
make the right hon. Gentleman’s scheme 
a success there appeared to be little 
chance of giving practical effect to it. 
Under this scheme 150,000 men were to 
be put aside as an expeditionary force. 
The scheme, however, must stand or fall 
by the fact whether or not the country 
would he provided with machinery to 
put a far larger body of men in the 
field than it was able to do in 1990, 
or contemplated by this ex- 
peditionary force. The possibility of a 
war which might require these men 
was very remote, but we had neverthe- 
less always to look forward to it. It was 
agreed by both sides that what we 
ranted was this small expeditionary force 

Mr. Courthope. 


was 
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of 150,000 men, and we also had to 
prepare for the possibility of a great war 
on a larger scale. That great struggle 
might be on the Indian frontier or on 
the Egyptian frontier, but so long as this 
country was supreme at sea the latter 
danger did not need to be taken into 
account. We always had to look 
forward to requiring a large force on the 
Indian frontier, and the test to apply to 
the present scheme was whether we should 
be in a better position under it to put 
this large number of men into the field 
on the Indian frontier. The hon. and 
gallant Member for the Abercromby 
Division made a very fine speech, but it 
was spoiled by the dangerous doctrines 
expressed as to the value of the Volunteer 
unit, as compared with the professional 
unit. 





Motion made, and Question, “ That 
the Chairman do report Progress ; and 
ask leave to sit again "—(Captuin Kincuid- 
Smith),—put, and agreed to. 





Committee report Progress; to sit 
again to-morrow. 


o 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND (DISESTABLISH- 
MENT). 

*Mr. EVERETT (Suffolk, Woodbridge) 

| rose to call attention to the desirability 
|of the disestablishment and disendow- 
/ment of the Church of England as by 
‘law established, and to move “That in 
|the interests alike of religion and_ the 
| nation, it was desirable to disestablish 
}and disendow the Church of England 
| both in England and Wales.” He said 
| that in 1869, Mr. Gladstone, one of the 
Godliest as well as one of the ablest 
statesmen who ever sat in the House, 
after consulting the people at the great 
election of 1868, and being given 
by them a large majority, disestablished 
and disendowed the Church in Ireland. 
In 1871 Mr. Edward Miall, then Member 
for Bradford, submitted a Motion to the 
same Parliament to the effect that it was 
‘desirable to extend the same process to 
the other Established Churches in these 
islands. A high-toned discussion followed 
in which ten Members took part. ‘The 
Motion was rejected by a large majority, 
eighty-six voting for and 204 against it, 
so showing that that Parliament was not 
then in favour of extending the process 
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of disestablishment further. Mr. Glad- 
stone concluded the discussion on that 
occasion with the following words— 


“{ shall venture to say to my hon. friend, | 


what I am sure he will not resent, that if he 
seeks to convert the majority of the House of 


Commons, he must begin by undertaking the | 


preliminary work of converting to these 
opinions the majority of the people of England.” 


Thirty-six years had gone by since 
that debate and vote. Most of 
those who took part in them had 


been gathered to their fathers. To-day 
there was sitting there a new Parlia- 
ment recently elected by the people. It 
was a very remarkable Parliament-—it con- 
tained a larger proportion of the common 
people than any Parliament that had ever 
gone before it. He was glad to hear 
the late Prime Minister last year speak of 
the new Parliament as a “ well-meaning ” 
Parliament. He had ventured to put 
down the Motion which he was about to 
move in order to give to this new 
Parliament an opportunity of recording 
by its vote its opinion on the great 
question the Motion raised. It would 
surely be of advantage alike to statesmen 
and churchmen to know the general 
mind of the House upon a question 
which went down to the very roots of 
the daily life of the nation. He very 
very earnestly pressed his hon. and 
right hon. friends, who had put down 
Amendments, not to move them, but 
to be content with using them as 
opportunities of speaking on _ the 
Motion. He beseeched them to allow a 
straight vote to be taken on the broad 
principle that the Motion raised. They 
surely would like to know the real mind 
of the present House of Commons. Of 
course he was well aware that there was 
no time that night for anything like a full 
discussion of this great question, but 
there was time to record their votes. 
Before the views expressed in the Motion 
took the form of Bills, whether in this 
House or the other, they might be 
sure the amplest time would be 
afforded for the discussion of both 
principles and details. What he earnestly 
hoped was that all would help that 
night to allow them by the votes of 
the House to see whether the process of 
converting the people, of which Mr. 
‘zladstone spoke in 1871, had or had not 
been accomplished. He would try to 
set the example of brevity—an example 
which, if he might respectfully offer an 
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opinion, was very much needed in this 
House. Unfortunately, long speeches 
He would try 
to give the House only the great 
leading facts which he thought should 
lead to the support of the Motion. 
Centuries ago, under circumstances 
quite different, happily, from those 
prevailing now, great changes were made 
in the religious arrangements of this 
nation, which issued in the “ Protestant 
reformed religion,” as it was described in 
the Coronation Oath, being “ established 
by law.” For the services and main- 
tenance of this reformed Church were 
appropriated by Parliament certain very 
large funds as tithes, lands, ete., which 
were under their control. Both the 
religion anil the funds were for the 
whole nation, they were for the use of 
all, and dire pains and penalties were 
meted out to any who dissented from 
the Church thus established by law as 
the National Church, as the Church of 
all. What was the position of this 
National Church to-day? In a legal 
sense he understood they were all still 
members of it. Parliament, the Parlia- 
ment of the whole nation, had control 
over this National Church and its funds. 
But in any real religious sense it was 
now the Church of only a minority 
of the people; it was one among 
the many religivus denominations into 
which our religious life was divided ; it 
was only distinguishable from the others 
by the preference which the State gave 
to it. They could not know with any 
exactness the relative size of the Nationa! 
Church—he was speaking of the actual 
living religious Church of England—as 
compared with the whole of the people, 
but they did know certain clear un- 
mistakable facts. The first was that 
large masses of the people were outside 
any of the religious denominations, and 
so were outside of its pale. That was 
a fact they all regretted. Secondly, they 
knew that there were between one and 
two millions of Roman Catholies in this 
land of ours, and they, of course, were 
outside the pale of the National Church. 
The third thing they knew was that the 
Protestant Free Churches were outside, 
and the sitting accommodation in their 
places of worship considerably exceeded 
that provided by the Established Church. 
The latter provided accommodation for 
7,300,000 sitters, and the Protestant 
Free Churches for 8,400,000. The 
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relative numbers of scholars in their 
Sunday schools confirmed substantially 
the accuracy of these figures. They 
showed that in the Church Sunday 
schools there were 3,000,000 scholars, 
while in the Protestant Free Church 
schools there were 3,500,000. He re- 
spectfully submitted that these figures 
showed that the National Chureh, so- 
called, had within her pale less than 
one-half of the active religious life of the 
nation, and probably not much more than 
one-third of the whole people who made 
up the nation. He could not, of course, 
give the exact figures, but he was sure 
that all would agree that there was 
substantial truth in the statement which 
he had made. He asked the House to stop 
for a moment and marvel at the wonder- 
ful facts to which he had called attention. 
Let them look at the advantages of 
the National Church. For centuries she 
had been in possession of all the parish 
churches—the most beautiful buildings 
in our land, buildings associated for 
generations and centuries with the 
religious feelings of the people of the 
country. There was also the rectory or 
vicarage in every parish with a resident 
minister. In the county in which he 
lived it was a common saying that the 
best house in every parish was the 
parson’s. These houses were associated 
with the work of dispensing charities, both 
public and private, and of course they 
were centres of great influence. Besides 
the parsonage influence, the National 
Church had all the ancient seats of learn- 
ing. Our famous colleges, our great 
public schools, and all the grammar 
schools were in her possession, thus giving 
ber the tuition of the flower of our youth 
of the upper and middle classes. Most of 
the elementary schools in towns and 
villages had also for the last three-quarters 
of a century been in the possession of that 
Church. Nearly all the training colleges 
too had also been in her possession. 
Look again at her great army of ministers, 
and at the long roll of illustrious names 
among them. Many of her bishops and 
archbishops had been not only men of 
high birth and station but men of great 
learning and eloquence, distinguished 
theologians and earnest workers in 
their respective dioceses. Her parish 


clergy were educated men, often wealthy | 


men, with their whole time at their 
disposal to seek the religious and moral 
good of the people. Look 


Mr. Everett 
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the worshippers who gathered within the 
walls of the parish churches. To begin 
with, there were the Royal family, 
and all the great nobles of the land 
with their territorial and feudal influence ; 
then there were the land-owning classes, 
as a whole, and the professional classes. In 
Suffolk one often heard the expression 
“The church is where ‘the quality ’ go,” 
There the rich were to be found. He 
was sorry to say that there was a good 
deal of truth in the saying that the 
carriage never stopped for three genera- 
tions at the chapel door. Let them 
think, too, of the Church’s social stutus 
and of all that that meant. And yet, 
gathering together all those points which 
he had only barely enumerated, they saw 
the astonishing fact that within the walls 
of the parish churches were to be 
found but a minority of the religious life 
of the country. The once forbidden, 
the long despised conventicles, the humble 
meeting houses, the Dissenters’ chapels, 
now held more of the people than did the 
National churches. He asked the House 
to consider why there had been this 
great spiritual failure on the part of the 
National Church. He ventured to 
answer in the first place that her 
establishment by the State was largely 
answerable for it. Her connection with 
the State made her a worldly Church, 
a lordly and aristrocratic Church, a 
political Church. (Opposition cries of 
“No”.| Some hon. Members said “no”; 
but how were the bishops appointed ! 
They all knew that they were appointed 
by the Crown on the recommendation 
of the Prime Minister; and what was 
the Prime Minister of the country but a 
political officer and one naturally fayour- 
ing appointments according to the views 
of the political Party in power! They 
also knew that the Prime Minister might 
not even be a Christian man, as had 
occurred in our past history and might 
happen again. Then in regard to the 
clergy, again came in the politician. The 
bishops, politically appointed as he had 
shown, had a large number of livings at 
their disposal, and their appointments thus 
became political appointments. [Oppos!- 
TION cries of “No”] The Lord Chan- 
cellor had a large number of livings in 
his gift, and what was the Lord Chan- 
cellor—the head of the legal profession ! 
Was not his appointment to the high 
office he filled the gift of the Party in 
power: Was not he a politician! He 
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gave his appointments naturally with some | 


reference to the colour of his political 
Party. He doubted not that many hon. 


Members had received, like himself, appli- | 


cations asking them if they had any influ- 
ence with the Prime Minister or Lord 
Chancellor to get certain persons ap- 
pointed to livings. Then the great 
landowners had a large number of 
livings which they regarded as a kind 
of family perquisite. They were an 
appendage to the aristocracy, and their 
best livings were often bestowed on their 
yeunger sons. Again, some livings were 
actually bought and sold in the market ! 
Purchase had gone in the Army, but it 
still remained in the Church. Oh, the 
shame of it! What could be more con- 
trary to the teaching of the New Testa- 
ment than the state of things he had 
outlined? What godly Churchman did 
not blush when he thought of these 
things ? Well might a Church, thus tied 
to the world and its influences, lose touch 
with spiritual people and also lose her 
spiritual power. And then, forsooth, this 
thus enfeebled Church assumed, because 
of its State connection, an air of ascend- 
ency over other Churches founded on 
simple New Testament lines. The spirit 
of ascendency begotten of the State 
connection was, he believed, one of the 
greatest barriers between the National 
Church and the people’s hearts. Why 
was a clergyman in England called a 
“parson?” This was a popular corrup- 
tion of the word “person.” The State 
had made the clergyman in each parish 
the person. He used by right of this 
to take the chair at all parish meet- 
‘ings, It had given him powers and 
privileges which, human nature being 
what it was, had led many a parson to 
be among the people, not as “he that 
serveth,” the true Christian ideal, but as 
“he that ruleth,” as one “set over them.” 
He believed that this spirit of ascend- 
ency was largely responsible for the aliena- 
tion of so many of the people from the 
Church. That they were so alienated in 
the rural villages where the Church should 
be strongest, many hon. Members had 
evidence of in the meetings held in 
connection with the enfranchisement of 


| 


| abhorred. 


the labourers, and with the first elec-' 


tion in which they took part. Few had 


attended more such meetings than he did | 


in 1884-5. 
had personally seen at those meetings. 
Nothing stirred the passions of the 
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He was astonished at what he | 


| 
| 
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labourers like allusions to the parsons. 
Nothing pleased them so much as pitch- 
ing into the parsons. He witnessed this 
himself in Suffolk, the county in which he 
had lived all his life, and a division of 
which he now represented for the third 
time in this House. In Suffolk if any- 
where, the Church should have the 
enthusiastic support of the people. The 
county used to be called “ Holy Suffolk,” 
because of the large number of churches 
and religious houses in it. There was 
a proverbial and true saying that one 
was never out of sight of a church in 
Suffolk. What of the parish clergymen 
when the question of the labourers’ en- 
franchisement was being discussed ? One 
would have thought that they would have 
looked to the labourers as their children, 
and would have been desirous of lifting 
them up. But the clergy, asa whole, were 
strongly opposed tothe enfranchisement of 
the labourers. There were a few brilliant 
exceptions, but these were regarded as 
traitors by their brethren. The votes of 
the labourers at that first election, as at 
this last election, had confirmed the feel- 
ings shown at the early meetings. In 
the Eastern countries then and now 
nearly all Liberals were returned for the 
county constituencies, which had returned 
nearly all Tories before for fifty years. 
The question of disestablishment, he felt 
confident, would have come up in the first 
Parliament which the labourers helped to 
elect (that chosen in 1885) if the Lrish 
question which was connected with still 
greater grievances, had not unexpectedly 
cropped up and occupied the _ field. 
Judging the question by the light 
of the actual facts staring them in 
the face to-day, was it not plain that alike 
in the interest of religion, and of the 
State, it was desirable that ere many 
years were passed the so-called National 
Church, no longer the Church of the 
people, should be disestablished and dis- 
endowed ? By disestablishment, freedom 
would be restored to the Church to man- 
age her own affairs, and to put an end to 
abuses which many good Churchmen 
By disendowment the tithes 
would be restored again to the use of all 
the people for such purposes as they might 
themselves determine. Modern endow- 
ments would not, of course, be touched, 
nor life interests. Nobody dreamt of 
touching them. He hoped he had not 
said anything offensive to those who 
differed from his views. He had wished 
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to avoid doing so, and if he had not suc- 
ceeded he apologised for it. His only 
desire was to state the actual facts. From 
the bottom of his heart he could say, “God 
bless every Church engaged in trying to 
lift up Christ, and so to lift up the people.” 
There was ample room for all of them. 
Godly Churehmen need have no fear as 
to the result of the disestablishment and 
disendowment of the National’ Church. 
It had been tried in Ireland since 1869, 
What was the testimony of a much re- 
spected Member of this House, the late 
Colonel Saunderson ? Speaking at Dublin 
on 7th Oetober, 1898, he said-— 

“The Irish Church received, as we thought, 
a very sad blow twenty-eight years ago w hen 
it was disestablished ‘and disendowed. Al- 
thongh I voted against that measure at the 
time, yet, if 1 could, [ would now undo that 
vote; for I believe that the Irish Chureh is 
stronger and more spiritual to-day than it was 
ever before. 

He hoped that his hon. friends opposite 
would take notice of that remarkable state- 
ment. So, doubtless, would it be with 
the English Church in both England and 
Wales. All that was good in her would 
remain-—vyes, and be strengthened. The 
churches would remain, the ministers’ 
houses would remain, every clergyman 
who wished to do good would remain. 
The tithes would remain to be used as 
the people desired. Cut loose from 
bondage to Courts and Parliaments, 
relying alone on Heavenly influences, 
and the love of its sons and daughters, 
and purified in a second Reformation, 
the Church as a spiritual body would be 
strengthened. With the free management 
of her own affairs the Church would 
become a power for good such as it had 
never been before. Then, in 
brdtherhood with all Christian Churches, 
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Members of Parliament who really felt. 
strongly and earnestly against such 
a Motion, and that there were many, 
equally loyal to truth as themselves, who. 
were as convinced in their inmost con- 
sciences that Establishment was the main- 
stay of religion in our land, as they were 
convinced that it was its palsy and its 
curse. This knowledge made the task a 
hard one. He would have preferred 
that this Motion had been in a somewhat 
different form, as it was put on the 
Order Paper by the late Mr. Miall, viz 

“That in the opinion of this House the 
establishment by law of the Church of 
England involves a violation of religious 
equality, deprives that Church of the 
right of self-government, imposes on 
Parliament duties which it is incompetent 
to discharge, and is hurtful to the 
religious and political interests of the 
community, and therefore ought no longer 
to be maintained,” for he based his support 
of the Resolution on the broad principle 
of justice and religious equality. He 
did not think it was the business of the 
State to take any cognizance of the 
religious opinions of its subjects. He 
claimed for every individual in the State 
the right to hold and to proclaim his 
faith, without interference by the civil 
power, and he further claimed that no 
man should, by reason of his religious 
opinions, be either harmed or advantaged 
by the State; while for religious com- 
munities he claimed, in the words of 
Maclaren, that as regards the State— 

* All shall stand on one level, alike unhindered, 
unmeddled with, unpatronised, and left free to 


carry on their own proper work with their 
own proper power.’ 
Hence, as a necessary step towards 


religious equality, he desired to see the 


might they hope to see brought about | 


the:éalfifnent!of the beautiful prayer so 
often atienéd: withinithese walls, for— 
“The waiting! and! knitting together of the 
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convi¢tidns, upon the mbportanes of bring: 


ing sucha question as this befdre :Parlia-- 
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special relation of control and support 


! established between the State and one 
‘of the Churches in England ended. 


He 
wished at the outset to say he had no 
enmity to the Episcopal Church as a 
any desire to injure the 
Church or to limit her powers for good. 
On the contrary, his belief and his hope 
was. that the Church, with its great 
learnig, its wonderful organisation, its 


wealth wand. its zeal, would, if set free 
froiy thei trimmels of State control, 
hiecdme,la .greater, power for good. 
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glance over the legislation of the last 
fifty years would show that it had con- 
ssted largely of the removal of excep- 
tional distinctions, and the application of 
the principle of the equal rights of all. 
Even in the Established Church this 
principle had been operating. They had 
seen Catholic emancipation, which gave 
civil rights to Roman Catholies ; they had 
seen the Parliamentary oath so altered 
as to admit Protestant Dissenters, 
Unitarians, Roman Catholics, Jews and 
Agnostics to the floor of the House ; 
they had seen compulsory Church rates 
abolished ; they had seen considerable 
advance in establishing religious equality 
in the graveyard ; they had seen religious 
tests abolished at the Universities ; they 
had seen the disestablishment of the 
Protestant Established Church in Ireland ; 
and they had seen religious equality 
established in the Colonies. There 
remained to put the final touch to this 
record of progressive reform by establish- 
ing religious equality in the old country. 
At present that was withheld, and it 
constituted a grave injustice. As Dr. 
Maclaren once said— 

“Privilege and injustice are two names for 
the same thing according to the point of view : 
if you are inside the circle the circumference 
is concave, if you are outside it is convex.” 
They could not perch one man on an 
artificial elevation without taking the 
materials for his little mound off the 
general level. The 
the religious inequality set up by an 
Established Church was to throw the 
nation into hostile camps and to infuse 
bitterness into the relations of neighbours 
in every parish. To quote again— 

“It puts one half the nation into a situation 
in which they must be angels not to be ar- 
rogant, and the other in a situation in which 
they must be saints not to be either truculent or 
servile ; the Churchman stands on his dignity, 
the Dissenter bristles up for his right ; the one 
regards Salem Chapel as the haunt of un- 
authorised poachers ; the other is apt to regard 
Saint Simon’s as the House of Rimmon. 
Widow Jones shall have no church soup—not 
a drop—if she goes to chapel ; Widow Smith 
shall have no chapel coals, be her old bones 
ever so cold, if she goes to church.” 

How could such a_ state of things 
promote national unity ? The strength ot 
a nation depended upon the harmony 
and union which prevailed among its 
component parts, but wherever there had 


been a State Church history taught, | 


and the experience of all foreign lands con- 


firmed it,that there was cleavage running | 
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‘from top to bottom through every class of 


the nation. That was a necessity of Church 
establishment, the division was always 
present, though not always offensively 
manifest in our larger towns, but in the 
country districts that division existed and 
hampered the work of every public insti- 
tution and every private charity. There 
were many positions where churechman- 
ship was a qualification, where the first 
question asked was “Is he a Churchman 
or a Dissenter”—such positions as the 
governor of a gaol, the chief of the police, 
the teacher in a grammar school and even 
in an elementary school, a matron of a 
hospital, even the porter in a village 
workhouse. It was a deplorable weakness 
in our national life, and he verily believed 
that if religious equality had free play 
all those injustices would be destroyed. 
Then one could not forget how that 
religious inequality affected national 
progress, because of the existence in the 
State of a vast ecclesiastical organisation 
which always threw its weight into the 
scale in favour of reactionary measures. 
It would scarcely be denied that the 
influence of the Established Church as 
a whole had been against popular 
progress. If that statement needed con- 
firmation he would only ask them to 
look at the votes of the Bench of Bishops 
for the last fifty years or more. It was 
true that almost everything they opposed 
had since been done, but it was equally 
true that they had opposed all the 
measures that were now universally 
accepted as good—Catholic emancipation ; 
the removal of Jewish disabilities; the 
rights of Nonconformists ; Reform Bills ; 
the Ballot; the justice of the peace 
qualifications ; the 1884 Franchise Bill ; 
parish councils ; social legislation ; reform 
of the marriage laws ; and the labour move- 
ment. When Sir Samuel Romilly 
tried to soften the horrors of the barbarous 
criminal code which hung men by the 
dozen for trivial offences against property, 
he was met by the hostility of the 
bishops, and when Wilberforce sought to 
abolish the slave trade the Church 
threw its sanction over the right of 
property in man. He freely ad- 
mitted there were noble exceptions. 
He had not forgotten the protest of one 
bishop against the game of grab in the 
Edueation Bill of 1902, but on the whole 
the tendency had been in the direction 
he had described. Why? He could 
not find the reason in the men 


E 2 








135 Church of England 


They were animated by the same natural 
sympathies as themselves. It would not 
be found in the religion which they 
professed. They must seek the reason 
in the institution, and the State Church 
had been an inst.tution for the sanction 
of political injustice and for the perpetua- 
tion of political abuses. Therefore he 
contended that on the grounds of 
national unity and national progress it 
must be clear that religious inequality 
as represented by an Established Church 
had been a failure and a _ hindrance, 
He desired to say a word on the disendow- 
ment part of the Resolution. He had come 
across many Churchmen who would agree 
with disestablishment but drew the line 
at disendowment. When they attacked 
the Establishment they were said 
to be laying — sacrilegious hands 
upon the National Church, and when 
they spoke of the appropriation of 
the money they were said to be confiscat- 
ing private property and the funds of a 
private corporation. He must not enter 
upon the nature and origin of Church 
property. That had been settled by 
the precedent of the Irish Church. 
That Act settled the fact that the 
property of a Church in connection with 
the State might be dealt with by the 
State and applied to such public uses as 
the State might determine. The fact was 
the State had always dealt with endow- 
ments. That principle had been accepted 
in the case of charities; of endowed 
schools, in cases connected with the 
Ecclesiastical Commission, and in cases 
of changes made in trusts upon which 
funds were held. The State had never 
abrogated its right in this respect, and 
whenever the nation should decide that 
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the existence of the Church as a depart- | 
ment of the State ought to cease, then | 
the nation would have the clear right to | 
say to what other public and national | 
purposes the property which the Chureh | 
now enjoyed should be appropriated. 
Of course all private benefactions would 
remain untouched and all life interests 
safeguarded and respected. He did not 
believe that disestablishment would be 
harmful to the Church. On the contrary, 


he believed the gain would be con- 
siderable. She would have time to 


deal with the alleged wrong practices of 
which they heard so much, and she would 
also gain by doing away with the source 
of many scandals, such as the sale of 
livings and the right of private 


Mr. Goddard. 
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She would have the right 
to manage her own affairs. All this 
could only tend to greater purity 
and usefulness of the Church. That had 
been proved by the case of the Irish 
Church. Lord Plunkett, Bishop of Meath, 
and afterwards Archbishop of Dublin, 
had said of the Irish Church that the 
very disaster which threatened their 
downfall had been overruled for their 
good ; and if further evidence was required 
of the benefits of disestablishment it 
could be found in the opinion ex- 
pressed by many Churchmen, as the 
following quotation from the Christian 
World of 31st January would show— 


** OnE RESULT oF DIsESTABLISHMENT.— That 
disestablishment distinctly brings the Episcopal 
Church into closer and more fraternal relations 
with other Protestant communions there 
abundant witness in the Colonies. All barriers 
are not at once removed, but the fact that all 
Churches are on the same footing in the eye of the 
the State does tell. At the present time this 
more friendly relationship in both America and 
Australia is tending strongly towards reunion. 
At the recent Church Congress in Melbourne, 
representing the whole of Australia, proposals 
were made for coalition with the Presbyterians. 
Dr. Lowther Clarke, Archbishop of Melbourne, 
who presided over the Congress, was also presi- 
dent of a subsequent conference which discussed 
not merely a union of Anglicans and Presby- 
terians, but a union of all Protestant bodies to 
found a united Church of Australia. The 
Archbishop, writing hopefully of this in a letter 
to England, remarks that Anglicans ‘live on 
the most friendly terms with all the other 
religious bodies (except Rome), and do much 
common work.’ He points out how much 
freer and stronger the Church is in Australia 
because it is not established and has the power 
of self-government.” 


patronage. 


1S 


It was because he believed that by 
ereater freedom the Church would be- 
come a greater force for good, and 
because the establishment of the principle 
of religious equality would promote 
national unity and national progress, 
hat he seconded the Resolution. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That, in the interests alike of religion 
and the nation, it is desirable to dis- 
establish and disendow the Church of 
England both in England and Wales.” 
— (Mr. Everett.) 


*Sir JOHN KENNAWAY (Devonshire, 
Honiton) said he desired as an Amendment 
to leave out all words after “‘ that ” and 
substitute, “In the opinion of this 
House, the passing of any measure to 
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destroy the national position which the 
Church of England has held for so many 
centuries, and to secularise her ancient 
endowments, would grievously impede 
her great and growing work for the 
spiritual and social welfare of the people 
and would be a serious blow to the cause 
of religion and morality in the nation.” 
It was because he believed those words 
from his heart that he put down the 
Amendment. No question could have 
more far-reaching effects for good or 
evil than the proposals submitted to the 
House that evening. The hon. Member 
for Woodbridge had proposed the dis- 
establishment and disendowment of the 
national Church. He could not dismiss 
the question with the brevity which 
the hon. Member suggested, because a 
very serious question had been raised, 
a question with regard to which 
much misunderstanding prevailed. The 
hon. Gentleman made a very startling 
statement when he spoke of funds 
which belonged to all being appro- 
priated by Parliament. The idea 
seemed to be that Parliament was 
the mover. It was the idea of 
Mr. Miall whose Motion in that 
House he heard thirty-six years ago. 
That Gentleman objected to the Church 
as being an institution set up to Chris- 
tianise the people of the country, one 
which aimed at securing a national unity 
of belief, uniformity of worship, and 
identity of religious teaching by the clergy, 
and claimed the exclusive right to appro- 
priate the national resources. The idea 
was widely prevalent that at some time or 
other the State established the Church 
and devoted public funds for the purpose. 
Since Mr. Miall moved his Motion a great 
deal of light had been thrown on the ques- 
tion by Professor Freeman. He had clearly 
shown that the Church had a history 
before the Crown was settled, before the 
sritish Constitution was formulated, and 
before Parliament existed, and that the 
Church was, for centuries, the sole 
representative and exponent of the 
Christianity of the people of this country. 
She never became Roman. She was 
corrupted by contact with Rome, and 
after the Reformation she returned to 
the old paths. She was the same Church 
as regarded identity, continuity, and 
suecession as before, and was no more 
affected by the changes that then 
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took place than the Crown or Parlia- 
ment. The phrase “ Church of England 
as by law established” did not mean 
that she was created by the State or by 
any human law whatever. It only meant 
that her constitution, doctrine, and 
liturgy, having been drawn up and agreed 
to by her own representatives, received 
the sanction of the State. Parliament 
has settled what ministers shall be allowed 
to hold livings, what oaths they shall 
take, and on what conditions individual 
clergymen shall be allowed to receive 
institution to temporalities. As to the 
property of the Church, there had been 
no simultaneous endowment of Church 
property. The property of the several 
local churches were given by one and 
another individual at various times. 
Regarding tithes there was an impression 
that they were voted by Parliament to 
the Church, but tithes were payments 
of very ancient times appropriated by 
different landowners to different churches 
in which they felt interested. Parliament 
never created tithes, never imposed them. 
She did not impose them or collect them. 
Shortly, there was never any particular 
moment when the State endowed one 
general re'igious body calling _ itself 
the Church of England. Still less 
was there any idea of the State taking 
property from one Church body and 
handing it toanother. If then Parliament 
never established the Church in the 
sense of singling it out from others for 
its especial favour, if it had simply 
recognised it as the historical and mother 
Church of England; if it had never 
appointed its clergy, provided its places 
of worship, or voted funds for its 
maintenance, where did the right come 
in to pull down that which it had 
never set up, and to appropriate endow- 
ments given by private individuals ? 
They disputed the right of Parliament 
to do such a thing as that, but they did 
not dispute its power. But Parliament 
had never interfered and did not interfere 
with trust property unless that trust 
property had ceased to perform the 
objects for which the trust was 
created. Could that be said in the 
case of the Church? Could it be said 
that the Church had been resting on its 
oars and enjoying its endowments, and 
doing nothing in the great work of the 
nation’? It was alleged that the Church 
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was not carrying out her trust, but the{ these cases were few in number com- 
returns showed that the voluntary offer- | | pared with the whole body of the 
ings of her members for Church purposes | Church, and they came unanimously to 


amounted to £7,768,410 last year. That | 
was the dying Church! That sum excluded | 
missionary work, Bible Society work, and 
other work; 
picture drawn by the seconder of the 
Motion, they were working with their 
Nonconformist brethren on the great 
Sunday and other questions. From the 
figure he had given was of course excluded 
all the grants made by the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners. There was also the ex- 
penditure on schools and rescue work, 
and he could assure the House that it 
was not merely in spiritual but in the 
temporal matters of the people and in 
the social work of the day that the Church 
was actively engaged. He instanced the 
funds collected in London for Hospital 
Sunday—£35,472 given by the Church 
out of a total of £44,633. The hon. 
Member for Ipswich had stated that 


the Church was opposed to education. | 


Since the foundation of the National 
Society £47,000,000 had been raised by 
the Church for the purpose of education. 
Was it not the fact that many men in that 
House, but for the Church would not 
have had schools to which to go? The 
Church was the founder of schools, and 
she was never more capable of carrying on 
the work nor more full of devotion to it, 
though she was not so rich and comfort- 
able asthe hon. Member had said. Never 
was she so deep in the affections of the 
people as at the present time. Even the 
Founder of our religion was not able to do 
all that he wished, and because the Church 
had not made the nation wholly religious, 
was it to be said, therefore, that she had 
failed in her work 2. The same might be 
sald of any other Church. Then came 
the question as to the discipline of the 
Church. He had the honour of serving 
on the Commission which had inquired 
very closely into the question of the 
practices of omission and commission, 
and no doubt they had been bound to 
report that there were clergy who refused 
to obey the law. There were churches 
in which the services were very little 
distinguished from those of the Roman 
Catholic Church, as well as the congrega- 
tions who supported them. But what 
heZwas happy to think was that the 
opinion of the Commission was that , 
Sir John Kennaway. 


and, in spite of the lurid | 


_ Episcopate was succeeding in doing a grea‘ 


the conclasion that the evidence gave no 
reason to doubt that in the large majority 
of parishes the work of the Church was 
being quietly and diligently performed by 
clergy who were loyal to the principles of 
the English Reformation as expressed in 
the Articles of the Book of Common 
Prayer. Much was being done which 
could not find its way into the news- 
papers, but in regard to the practices to 
which he referred, the firm hand of the 
deal. It was suggested that it was for 
the benefit of the Church that she should 
be disestablished and disendowed—that 
practically she should be turned out into 
the cold. But although the Commission 
found that the position of the Church was 
too narrow for the religious life of the 
present day, they ventured to indicate 
how, while maintaining the control of 
Parliament, some self-adjustment might 
be secured. He was happy to think that 
His Majesty’s Government had realised 
the reasonableness of the suggestion 
which had been made to them, and that 
they had granted Letters to Convocation 
to see if any agreement could be come to 
which might be submitted to Parliament. 
The serious thing was that. supposing 

the Church were disestablished and dis- 
endowed, how were they going hs fill 
the gaps which would be made? The 
hon. ember for the Woodbridge ! ivi ision 
had pointed with great pride to the 
number of Sunday schools which, no 
doubt, were a strong feature of Non- 
conformist and whose work was 
of the highest character. But how stood 
Nonconformity ameng the poorer por- 
tions of the population now ? He would 
mention an instance given by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, who took the 
poorest parts of South London In three 
deaneries there were 137 resident clergy. 
There were alongside of them only thirty- 
two chapels with thirteen ministers. In 
the parish of Bermondsey there was 
for some time not a single resident Non- 
conformist minister. In country places, 
if they destroyed the Church or crippled 
her so that she could not be earried on, 
how were the gaps to be filled? In 
Somersetshire, out of 520 parishes there 
was no public worship, except in the 


bodies, 
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Church of England, in 195, and in 400 of 


them there was no resident ministers 
except Church of England clergyman. 
Wales was included. They declined to 
make any difference between the Churches 
of England and Wales, and they would 
resist to the utmost any attempt to lop 
off part of the Church. They were very 
much indebted to hon. Members opposite 
for the Commission granted by the 
Government to inquire into the Welsh 
Church, for that inquiry was showing 
the enormous increase of Church life in 
Wales in every sense. He entirely 
repudiated the statement of the hon. 
Member for Ipswich that the Church was 
opposed to everything good, and he 
hoped the hon. Gentleman would read the 
Archbishop’s refutation of almost every 
word he had said. They little thought 
how big a thing they asked to be 
undertaken. Mr. Gladstone said what 
an enormous effort it was to dis- 
establish the Church of Ireland, and 
he pitied the man who undertook the 
disestablishment of the Church of 
England. Théy were asked, in these 
days of the worship of materialism 
and the spread of new theologies, and 
of popular aspirations which needed 
guidance, to hamper, harass, and cripple 
the Church, which was pre-eminently the 
Church of the poor, in the sense that the 
poor man had the right to her service 
without payment. They were asked to 
deal a blow at the parochial system, of 
which Mr. Booth said, ** The churches 
most successful are most parochial.” 
They were asked to deal a blow at a 
system which gave to every man, woman 
and child in the Kingdom the right to 
spiritual ministrations without payment. 
Action of this sort would be a blow to 
Christianity not only in this country, but 
in every part of the world. He would 
conclude by quoting words of one of the 
ablest and most liberal of Prelates, 
sishop Lightfoot, of Durham— 
“Nonconformists would gather very little 
of the spoils, but irreligion and atheism would 
be the real gainers ;” 
and of Lord Selborne. who said that 
dlisestablishment might not be national 
apostaey ! but it would work serious 
national mischief. 


Mr. HARWOOD (Bolton) in second- 
ing the Amendment, said he wished it 
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to be understood that he was not re- 
sponsible for its terms, and did not 
acquiesce in all the arguments of the 
hon. Baronet. It was on motives of 
deep principle rather than details that 
he proposed to address the House. 
The question they had to consider 
was whether it was desirable to terminate 
the institution of the Church as a portion 
of the national heritage. He acknow- 
ledged the failure of the Church to be a 
leader of political liberty, and perhaps 
one explanation of that fact was 
that the Church had been deserted by 
many of the best people who might 
otherwise have kept it right. But that 
had nothing whatever to do with the 
principle whether it was wise for the 
nation to retain the National Church. 
Some hon. Members on his side argued 
that the Church was favoured by being 
a National Church, while others said 
it was a drawback to be a National 
Church. Something might be said for 
both propositions; but both could not 
be argued at once, and his hon. friends, 
to use a sporting phrase, should declare 
with which horse they meant to win. 
The duty of a National Church—he 
did not say it was always done. that 
was another matter—was to be an 
institution which offered the ministra- 
tions of religion to all without forcing 
them upon any. It was an _ offering 
institution. It was like a public foun- 
tain: they might drink or not just as 
they chose for nothing. The first con- 
dition of such a Church was that it 
must carry with it a certain amount of 
genuine national sentiment. That was 
why he had strongly advocated the dis- 
establishment of the Church in Wales 
and in Ireland. In England the Establish- 
ment did carry with it a certain amount 
of national approval. It did not follow 
that it should have a majority of the 
nation as worshippers. Judged by that 
test, all the churches now would cut rather 
a sorry figure. Therefore it was not 
a question of whether it would be good 
for the Church to be disestablished ; 
he was thinking of the nation. That the 
Church would prosper if separated from 
the State he had no doubt, but a larger 
and more important question was what 
would happen to the religious life of 


‘the nation outside all the churches ? 
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What was the idea of the parochial 
system ? The idea of the parochial system 
was that there should be no man without 
some church to which he had a right to 
go and some minister whose services 
he could claim. The voluntary churches 
were doing a wonderful work, but they 
could not be expected to minister to the 
religious necessities of the nation as a 
whole. They had enough to do to look 
after their own adherents. The nation 
ought to think very seriously before it 
broke with the idea that there should be 
some institution responsible for minister- 
ing to the religious life of the great 
masses of the people who did not care 
for any particular church or chapel. 
Who was it who wanted looking after ? 
Not the people who were prepared to 
go to a church or a chapel and pay; 
they were safe, as it were, already. The 
people Parliament ought to be anxious 
about were the people who did not care 
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for anv religion and would not pay for 
any. The present was a democratic age, 
and the idea of a National Church was 
democratic. In the education contro- 
versy it was generally felt that the 
national could not dispense with religious 
instruction. He believed it was also felt 
that it was not safe to trust to mere 
chance the religious welfare of the 
nation as a whole. Great nations were 
not made out of cotton, coal, or iron. 
but out of men and women, and one of 
the most essential elements of their | 
greatness was the influence of religion. | 
He begged to second the Amendment. 


Amendment proposed— 


“In line 1, to leave out from the word ‘ the,’ 
to the end of the Question, and add the words, 
‘opinion of this House, the passing of any | 
measure to destroy the national position which | 
the Church of England has held for so many | 
centuries, and to secularise her ancient en- 
dowments, would grievously impede her great 
and growing work for the spiritual and social 
welfare of the people and would be a serious 
blow to the cause of religion and morality in the | 
nation.’ ”°—(Sir John Kennaway). : 


| 
Question proposed, “That the words | 
proposed to be left out stand part of the | 


Question.” 


*Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR (Liverpool, 
East Toxteth) said his hon. friend the 
Member for Bolton had endeavoured | 


Mr. Harwood. 
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in the speech he had just delivered to 
formulate his idea of what constituted 
a national establishment of religion. 
He was much interested in his definition. 
He had described the Church of England as 
a kind of universal theological provider 
for the nation, open to all and controlled 
by all. If, indeed, he seriously meant 
that as a definition of the present position 
of the Church of England, then he himself, 
as a Churchman, could only regret that 
he could not feel that the House had 
yet found a satisfactory formula for 
an Established Church. The Secretary of 
State for War in his speech on Monday 
upon the Army said the Volunteer organisa- 
tion was the most confusing thing in 
the British Constitution. He was _in- 
clined to think that the right hon. 
Gentleman had overlooked the Church of 
England. As a Churchman he freely 
confessed that all that had been said 
by the mover and seconder of the Motion 
as to the anomalies of the Constitution 
between Church and State was true, 
and he did not think they were more 
keenly feit by anyone than by those 
who were members of the Church of 
England. The position of the Church 
of England was indeed unique: the 
laity of the Church cf England had no 
constitutional position in the Church 
as apart from the State. Parliament 
was the trustee of the laity of the Church 
of England. That House was, to put 


it at the lowest, a joint trustee for 
the Church of England. It was 
rather a curious trustee. It was not 


altogether favourable to the Church of 
England. He did not think that it could 
be called altogether impartial, but for 
good or evil it was the trustee for the laity 
of the Church of England. Therefore, 


'they had this anomalous position that 


while the Church of England did not 


‘provide that kind of theology which 


suited everybody in this country, the 


|adherents of every kind of religion had 


a perfect right to be represented in the 
House and to have a controlling voice 
in the destinies of the National Church. 
The bishops and many of the superior 
dignitaries of the Church of England 
were appointed by the Crown on the 
advice of Ministers. They had this 
curious result, that a Scottish Presby- 
terian anda Scottish Episcopalian divided 
between them the full control of the 
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destinies of that Church. That was only | of Rome marked a dynamical tendency 
one more tribute, if tribute were required, | in the Church which showed that they 
to the genius of Scotsmen for combining | were but the advance guard of a con- 
high office with an adequate sense of | siderable army waiting to assist them. 
honour. The bishops and clergy of the|A prominent high Churchman—Mr. 
Church were bound by the Articles and | Lathbury—in his evidence upon the 
Prayer-book. There were no more subject of discipline in the Church of 
elastic documents than the Prayer-book | England, frankly admitted to the Com- 
and Articles of the Church of England, | mission that these clergy could not obey 
and yet they had not been found suffici- | the Ecclesiastical Courts because they 
ently elastic to satisfy a considerable | did not approve of their constitution, and 
section of the clergy of the Church. | they could not obey the Bishops be- 
The clergy of the Church of England | cause the subject-matter of the Bishops’ 
had found in these Articles and in the | decisions ought to be referred to the 
Praver-book a variety of meanings} Courts. That was a circular mode of 
and an extension of meanings which | treating an ecclesiastical difficulty which 
he ventured to say those who compiled | secured the maximum of freedom. He 
them never anticipated, and at the|did not think it was too much to say 
result of which they would be aghast if | that many of these clergy acknowledged 
they saw it as it existed to-day. Speak- | no control, lay or ecclesiastical, neither of 
ing as a Churchman he did not know bishops nor of Parliament, and that 
anything more disquieting to those who | their own ordination oath was reduced 
were accustomed to the phrase intro- | and made void of meaning because they 
duced by the mover of the Resolution— | themselves claimed to be the sole ,in- 
the Protestant Reformed religion as|terpreters of the Prayer-book which 
established by law. they had undertaken to respect. To: 
any Churchman who believed ag the 
*Mp EVERETT. - . | Church was orignially laid at the time 
Pigg ice rge hg Say comodo of the Reformation on a Protestant 
i iy foundation, the prospect in the Church 
was most disquieting and could not last, 
*Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR said he quite/It was an anomaly which cried 
accepted it as a Constitutional description | aloud for a remedy, and whatever that 
of the National Church, but when con- remedy might be he was confident that 
trasted with the actual position of the | Parliament could not for long allow the 
Church and the attitude of those who held present position to last. The remedy thai 
high office in it towards the word Protest-| had been proposed tha: night by th - 
ant, could it be any longer maintained that | mover and seconder of the Motion wa 
the Church of England was fulfilling its | in brief to “ cut the painter ” and alloy, 
duty as a trustee of the Protestant the Church to goitsown way. That looked 
religion of this country ? The mover of comparatively easy on paper. The Church 
the Amendment had alluded to the Royal | and the State were to go apart and to 
Commission which had recently reported, | move, let them hope, on parallel lines. 
and quoted the final words of their Report They were to have, if not a free Church 
Which asserted that the majority of |in a free State, a variety of free Churches 
the clergy were doing their duty in strict | from which the State would perhaps 
loyalty to the principles of the Reforma- | eventually succeed in ge‘ting free. But 
tion. They had been told during | this remedy was one which, he thought, 
recent discussions upon the fiscal question | the Liberal Party should consider well 
that what they were to consider was | before they put it into immediate opera - 
hot the statics but the dynamics of | tion. What had led to the position in the 
trade. He would apply the same reason- | Church of England to which he had just 
ing to the Church of England. He| alluded? The Bishops were appointed 
ventured to say he was right when he| by the Prime Minister of the day. The 
held that the clergy alluded to in the | first Prime Minister who entrenched the 
Report of the Commission as practising | High Church Party in the high places 
ceremonies and innovations not to be} of the Church of England was not a 
distinguished from those of the Church! Tory Prime Minister but a Liberal Prime 
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Minister, a great Churchman—the late 
Mr. Gladstone. If the Liberal Party; 
through Mr. Gladstone, had been respon- 
sible, in a certain degree, for the position 


Church of England 


of things in the Church of England, then | 


he thought they ought to redress the 
balance before they “cut the painter ” 
and deprived the boat of its means of 
propulsion and of a considerable portion 
of its ballast. He humbly suggested to 
the Prime Minister of the day that he 


should redress the balance in the Church | 
of England by appointing bishops and | 
dignitaries faithful to the foundation | 


principles of the Reformation before he 
summarily terminated the connection 
between Church and State, 
Churchmen to manage their differences 
as best they might. As a Churchman 
he did not believe that the Church of 
England was capable of great injury at 
the hands of the Parliament of this 
country. Whatever happened, Church- 
men would always recollect that the 
Church spiritual 
organisation—a fact which, he thought, 


of England was a 
the mover and seconder of the Reso- 
lution freely They knew 
as well”as Churchmen that the Church 
of England could not receive a mortal 
stroke at the hands of the State, because, 
whatever might her complexion 
theologically, she had that 
vitality which was bound to assert itself. 
He felt that strongly, and, more than 
that, he felt that if 
were to come, the prospect was not 


recognised. 


be 


disestablishment 


necessarily disconcerting to the Protestant 
Churchman, because a Church body would 
be formed, and he presumed that, what- 
ever might be done about disendowment, 
the Church body would receive whatever 
Parliament chose to give it. He believed 
that on that Church body the lay element 
of the Church of England, which was now 
incapable of proper assertion, would find 
its due and proper weight. He believed 
it was entirely opposed to those extreme 
and undesirable practices to which such 
grave exception had been taken, and 
on balance the forecast of disestablish- 
Mr, Austin Taylor. 
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ment had less terrors to the Protestant 
Churchman than to any other section 
| of opinion in that body. While he held 
that very strongly he still fel: that the 
complete severance of Church and State 
was not a remedy which he himself, as a 
Churchman, would be anxious to apply 
under present conditions. He felt that 
the Liberal Party, to a certain extent, 
was responsible for the existing position 
of affairs in the Church. As regarded 
the immediate Resolution and Amend- 
ment before the House, he would abstain 
from taking any part, either pro or con. 





| As one who desired that the Church 
'should retain its original Protestant 
character, he would wait. to see the 


‘results of the efforts now being made to 
're-establish her on a truly Protestant 
| basis before he committed himself; but 
‘he hoped, though with 
‘anxiety, that the Church, 
inherent vitality, would emerge from the 
present crisis to influence the religious 
and national welfare of the country. 


considerable 


with her 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY vor IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Brrre tt, Bristol. N.) said 
that he would the House but 
a very short time, though he thought 


detain 


the subject lent itself to discursive 
treatment. He was sure that so 
long as the House thought fit to 


appropriate a good deal of its time, 
at all events in the early part of the 
session, to the abstract 
Resolutions, no one could wonder that 


discussion of 
| a question so important, which attracted 
so much interest, and which excited so 
much discussion in the country, should 
claim a right to be heard for a few hours 
He had 
difficulty in approaching the question 
within the limits he had imposed on 
himself, for he held, and to his mind it 
seemed, that the whole question of Church 


on an evening of that kind. 


establishment was one which demanded 
| somewhat philosophic treatment, and, 
/even in the absence of the Leader of the 
Opposition he felt ratherashy philosopher. 
It had always seemed to him difficult 











148 


tant 
tion 
held 
the 
tate 
as a 
oply 
that 
ent, 
tion 
ded 
nd- 
tain 
cOn. 
rch 
ant 
the 
» to 
ant 
but 
ble 
her 
the 
Us 


BA 
y i> 


rid 
ut 
ht 








149 = Church of England 


to maintain argumentatively the ex- 
istence of a Church establishment except 
upon one or two understandings. Of 
course if everybody in the nation had 
one and the same religion, if they 
all thought alike on questions of 
Church government and questions of 
religious doctrine, then an Established 
Church would hardly be a_ necessity, 
for the nation, when worshipping or 
when turning to things spiritual, would 
be a nation and a Church, and, although 
no doubt the nation could endow its 
own religion, still there would be no 
difference between the two; the Church 
and the nation would be identical. 
But unhappily in this country, as in 
most others, unity of faith was hope- 
lessly destroyed, at all events at present, 
shattered into ten thousand fragments. 
He could never bring himself to speak 
lightly of religious difficulties and divisions 
or to treat the matter as of no account, 
saying, ‘* Why should not a good Church- 
man and a good Baptist, for instance, 
recognise that their differences are of so 
slender a character as to enable them to 
worship side by side.” They could not 
do it, because of the vitality and reality 
of their differences. Even in the Church 
of England itself unity of faith was 
shattered. He did not know any other 
church where there was such a strong 
difference of opinion, cutting as it did 
deep into the life of individuals, as the 
difference between the two historical 
sections, as each was entitled to be 
called, which composed the Church of 
England. It was a difference as vital 
and as real as between Nonconformists 
themselves, and perhaps more so. Then 
they had all the Nonconformist bodies 
and the Church of Rome, a Nonconformist 
hody in this country, and all the other 
sects and denominations. That aspect of 
the case then was hopelessly impossible. 
Then there was the other aspect of the 
case, one that at one time was held by 
the State which declared of a particular 
Church, “ This is the true Church and 
you must belong to it or stand completely 
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outside, and be subject to the pains and 
penalties of such a position.” He be- 
lieved that our ancestors in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth always recognised 
the right of the people to think. He 
did not discover in the writings of divines 
and philosophers of the period any strong 
view denying the right of the people to 
think as they chose; but their night to 
opinions in a 
worship they, 
of course, did regularly and vigorously 
dispute. They took the view that the 
Church of England as by law established 
was the true Church, and that the people 
ought to be, and were, bound to belong 
to it. He always sympathised very 
much with Mr. Gladstone who, after 
having written a remarkable book, in 
his early years, on Church Establishment, 
and having supported it on that ground, 
withdrew, temporarily, at all events, 
from the Government, because he felt 
himself unable to subscribe to the 
annual grant to Maynooth. Mr. Gladstone 
argued— 

* How can I write a book maintaining the 
right of the Church of England, even although 
not the Church of the majority, to maintain its 
established position—how can I assert the 
privileges of a State Church to that character, 
and yet vote a grant in Parliament for the 
education of the priests of the Roman Catholic 


Church, whose bounden duty it is to teach that 
the Church of England is heretical, and that 
salvation is not to be found within its pale ?” 
He thought that was a sound and correct 
position. But if they did not adopt 
either of those views—and he knew no one 
who did—he was at a loss to understand 


-how it was possible to justify the con 


tinued establishment -of one Church 
in this community. There was a time, 
as he could remember as a boy—perhaps 
they were sleepy days in the opinion of 
many people—when the Church of Eng- 
land was by no means so far separated 
from the great body of religious opinion 
in this country as she now was. He 
could remember as a Nonconformist in 
Liverpool how intimately, on some 
occasions, they were associated with the 
Church of England. There was one 








151 Church of England 


annual occasion that he remembered 
not with absolute joy—the annual meeting 
of the Bible Society. His father was 
one of the secretaries, as a Noncon- 
formist, and a clergyman of the Church 
of England was another, and they used 
to get on very well together. They 
always had the Bishop of the diocese 
in the chair; and there was a great 
deal of nice talk about how pleasant 
it was for brethren to meet together 
in unity for the 
Word of God. He remembered that when 
the Bishop of Chester died—he was a 
good, sensible Cambridge man, and used 
to preside on these occasions—his place 
was filled by an Oxford man, a very good 
man indeed, and as much of a Liberal as 
was consistent with having acted as 
secretary to Mr. Gladstone’s election 
committee in the University of Oxford. 
He referred to Dr. Jacobson. When he 
came to Liverpool, his father wrote to him 
the usual letter to take the chair at the 
annual meeting of the Bible Society ; and 
he remembered very well that the reply 
was a curt and not over-courteous refusal 
and that refusal many of the other Bishops 
had since rigorously observed. He was 


far from saying that no Bishop now took | 


the chair at these joint meetings of the 
Bible Society ; but he said the occasions 


were much rarer now than in times gone | 


by. He asserted without hesitation, 
quite apart from that mere incident which 
he had given from his own recollection, 
that the gulf now fixed between what he 
would call Nonconformist opinion and 
the prevailing opinion of the Church of 
England was greater than it ever was. He 
did not wonder that it should be so, and 
he did not complain of it; because doc- 


trinal differences were vital, they cut deep | 


down into our religious life ; and it would 
be mere affectation if the High Church 
clergy or laity were not to give full effect 
and emphasis to them. That being so, they 
could not any longer rely upon the quieter 
times of the past when people used to go 
to chapel in the morning and to church in 
the evening, or vice versa ; and when there 
Mr. Birrell. 
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were between the Evangelical clergymen 
of the Church of England and the various 
Nonconformist bodies—he would not say 
very cordial relations, but, at all events, 
sufficiently cordial relations to enable 
Christians to dwell together in outward 
unity. He thought, therefore, it was 
impossible now, on any philosophical 
| basis whatever, to justify the continuance 
| of an Established Church in this country. 
|The hon. Member for Bolton seemed to 
speak of the Established Church as being 
a very desirable thing, because it provided 
everybody who had not got a religion of 
his own with a church to which he could 
go when inclined or a clergyman for whom 
he could send when he was in articulo 
|mortis. That was a poor defence of an 
| Established Church. It could only be 
| justified on the assumption that the 
Established Church was a broad and 
colourless church—he would not use the 
| expression “a Cowper-Temple Church’ lest 
| he should revive a discussion with which 
he had no longer any concern. That was 
the sort of notion which many men and 
some writers like Matthew Arnold had 
had; and he admitted that in certain 
moods he had had a kind of sympathy 
with them. But he had felt the im- 
possibility of it, because, after all, truth 
and conviction would persist in coming in 
and breaking up this imaginary solution 
| of all our religious differences by blending 
them in one harmonious and colourless 
whole. Therefore, he thought the con- 
ception of providing an educated clergy- 
man of mild opinions and pleasant habits 
who would obey their call and go to them 
when they were ill, and a church into 
which they could drop when they were 
not playing billiards, was a conception 
of religion which, having regard to the 
gravity of the subject, was not wortliy 
to be maintained. He thought that the 
speeches they heard from the move! 
and seconder were very remarkable. It 
was a stale subject ; the Resolution had 
been often moved; but the speeches of 
his hon. friends showed that it was a live 
subject, because they had not repeated 
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the same stale arguments they had 
heard before. They had spoken in the lan- 
guage of to-day; they represented the 
feelings of to-day and not the transmitted 
arguments of the past. He assumed 
from their speeches that there was no bit- 
ternessin their claim, no social ambition 
which was supposed to be at the bottom 
of a great deal of Nonconformist objec- 
tions to the Church of England, but 
that they were really expressing what 
was present in the minds of many people 
—namely, a deep-rooted conviction that 
the Church did not do the State any 
good. He would certainly like to know 
some examples; and he would like to 
hear whether out of his historical know- 
ledge his hon. friend could give him any 
example showing that by reason of its 
connexion with the State the Church 
has been able to do the State any good 
whatever in critical moments in our 
history when we were trembling on the 
verge of action since recognised as unjust. 
Could anyone honestly get up and cite 
an example when the State held its hand 


or was even bidden to hold its hand at the 


direction of priests of religion with whom 
it was officially connected? He was 
sure that to the State the connection had 
done nothing but harm. That was a 
proposition which was hardly to be 
denied. He said nothing about the 
mode of electing Bishops—every one 
knew how it was done—but he was 
rather surpised to hear the speech of 
the hon. Member for East Toxteth. 
The hon. Gentleman said, “Do not 
seek to disestablish the Church; try 
a better plan than that.” And as 
Mr. Gladstone filled the episcopal 
bench with High Churchmen, he called 
upon his right hon. friend the Prime 
Minister to abandon that bad practice 
and to choose men of another kidney, to 
man the episcopal bench with good, 
sound Protestants. He thought that 
was a poor business. He believed the 
Church of England, when it came to 
elect its Bishops synodically, would be 
able to elect them every bit as learned, 


{27 Fesruary 1907} 




















(Disestablishinent). 154 


as pious, and as eloquent as any of the 
present occupants of the bench; and 
at the same time let them feel that thev 
had been appointed by an ecclesiastical 
body for religious reasons and not in 
order to redress the balance, to keep 
things right, to keep a perpetual balance 
on the bench, in the phrase of Newman, 
as men who would always guarantee to 
steer their course between the Scylla 
and Charybdis of “Yes” or ‘“ No.” 
Some persons thought that this would 
be a solution of the difficulty. It would 
be no solution, for his hon. friend would 
not get rid of the High Church party in 
the Church of England. He would not 
get rid of the Church of England of Arch- 
bishop Laud simply by looking about 
for men of a particular way of thinking 
and by putting them on the bench. To 
do so might posssibly accelerate disestab- 
lishment and hasten the time, but it 
would not prove to be any reasonable 
or proper solution of that great difficulty. 
Speaking entirely for himself he honestly 
believed that by passing the Resolution, 
so far from dealing the Church any blow 
as a spiritual body, it would free it, in 
the old-fashioned phrase, from the 
trammels of the State. He believed that 
it would restore, for the first time for 
many a long day, the Church to a position 
of stronger authority throughout the land 
As for destroying the Church, he thought 
he might leave that question to the con- 
sideration of the House. It had been 
said that he had attacked the Bishops. 
He had diligently searched among all 
the historians whose works were on his 
shelves or on those of a more extensive 
library, but he had not found a historian 
of our social and political progress whose 
estimate and general authority as to the 
value during the last 100 years of the 
work in another place of the bench of 
Bishops differed in any way materially 
from that which he had given to the House. 
He could find none. No doubt the 
Bishops in another place had shared 
the general up-rising of society. He was 
happy to say' they were not so averse 
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as they once were to social reform ; 
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but he owned that when he used the 
language he did he was speaking not so 
much of measures that stood a chance of 
He was thinking of some 
He was thinking of the 


people who were the pioneers of great 


being repealed. 


other matters. 


popular causes, of men who stood by the 
side of persons enduring the position of 
shame and contumely, and whose names 
were for ever gloriously associated, not in 
the hour of triumph, but in the hour of 
danger and difficulty. When he could not 
find the Bishops in that place—he did not 
dream that he had been held to blame them 
in their individual capacity, eminent and 
distinguished men as he knew many of 
them to be; but he did think it might 
be supposed that they had failed to alter 
the secular almosphere in the other place. 
The secular atmosphere in both Houses 
of Parliament was noticeable enough. 
One might spend one’s life there without 
coming into active contact with the 
Christian One 
thought that the Bishops would have 
If 


they had not modified the secular atmos- 


religion. would have 


interfered with some good result. 


phere of the House of Lords, it was only 
because they found their way within 
those walls in the manner prelates did. 
He therefore said that the Government 
had no intention of assuming any re- 
sponsibility for a Resolution of this kind. 
Their hands were already full enough. 
They had work enough of their own to 
do. But he had no doubt that Liberal 
sentiment in this country, now and for 
many a long vear, would more and more 
settle 
support from members of the Church of 


down, and would receive much 
England, in the deep-rooted conviction— 
and the time was long past when it could 
be doubted—that the Church of England, 
liberated from its connection with the 


Mr. Birrell. 
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| State, would assume an authority and 
| spiritual power surprising to its powerful 


supporters. 


Mr. LYTTELTON (St. George's, 
the 
and characteristic speech of the right 


Hanover Square) said discursive 


hon. Gentleman made one remember 
that the right hon. Gentleman had been 
Minister for Education. It appeared 


to him during the effort he had made 
to follow the right 


speech that his experience as Minister of 


hon. Gentleman’s 
Education seemed to have coloured his 
impression of the present position of the 
Church of England. He hardly agreed 
with anything the right hon. Gentleman 
had said, with the exception of the 
tribute he had paid to the mover and 
He 


wished to express on behalf of himself and 


seconder of the original Resolution. 


his friends their sense of the dignity and 
temperateness with which both hon. Gen- 
They 


had, however, spoken of things not as they 


tlemen had performed their part. 


were now, but as they had been, when they 
talked of the Church’s “ ascendancy ” and 
The Church 


had utterly abandoned all pretensions 


** aristocratic character.” 


of ascendancy, privilege and _ power. 
There were only two grounds on which 
the contrary could be maintained—the 
presence of the bishops in the House of 
Lords, and the conferring of legality 
on a marriage performed in the Church 
of England without further civil process. 
As far as the bishops’ presence in the 
House of Lords was concerned, he did 
not think that 
desire to exclude the divines of other 
But it 


was argued that, because of the various 


many people would 


Churches from that privilege. 
opinions held in this country to-day 


on religious questions, the Church had 
no warrant to the peculiar prestige of 
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association with the State. Scarcely any 
institution in the State could command 
the unanimous support of the people, 
except for a time. Even the Govern- 
ment was only temporarily the repre- 
sentative of the State or the majority 
of the State. Therefore, he did not 
think it was fair that the 


Church of England was not national 


to say 


simply because she did not represent 
all phases of the national thought. 
It might be asked why that should be 
denied to other churches which was 
accorded to the Church of England ? 
His answer would be that those other 
churches did not demand association 
with the State, and there was no pro- 
He asked 
those hon. Members, and they were 


posal for such a connection. 


mostly on the other side, who looked 
at the present moment to the State and 
to civic virtue for the realisation of 
their ideals whether they should proceed 
to repudiate a Christian basis for the 
State, because that was what, in his 
judgment, disestablishment meant. Were 
they going to sever from the State 
the Church which had been for 1,500 
years rooted in British soil, and was 
still august and 


was not the 


erect, although she 
sole custodian of the 
spirit which made for righteousness ? 
Those who expected so much from the 
State and from civic virtue ought to be 
the last to dissociate from the State that 
Christian basis which, he believed, the 
vast majority of the people of this country 
He called to 
mind, in this connection, the appeal that 


desired it should have. 


was made by the right hon. Gentleman 
last session, in his last speech on the 
Education Bill, in which he pointed out 
to hon. Gentlemen below the gangway 
the profound debt which all those social 
aspirations and civic ideals owed to the 
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Christian Church and to the Christian 


faith. Of such an institution, they 


should be the first to say that it would 


‘ 


be wrong, being “so majestical, to offer 


to show it violence.” If that were so of 
those who held those opinions and 
cherished those ideals, surely those who 
adhered to the doctrines of the Church of 
England, who saw year after year evi- 
dence of her greater vitality, energy, and 
force—he did not recognise, in fact he 
absolutely denied the very black picture 
the right hon. Gentleman opposite had 
painted of the divisions in the Church and 
between the Church and other Churches 
—and who saw in those doctrines the 
greatest and most elevating forces which 
existed at the present day, could not feel 
otherwise than that a repudiation of the 
connection of the Church with the State 
would be a blow to Christianity through- 
out the globe, and particularly to Chris- 
He did not like 
to pass over an argument which fell from 
Member for 


tianity in this country. 
the hon. Ipswich, that 
there was a tendency in what he called 
the bonds of the doctrine of the Church, 
to stereotype existing religious opinion, 
and to obstruct the natural and healthy 
expansion of the religious spirit within its 
borders. That was a serious and weighty 
argument in theory, but it had no weight 
in practice, for the members of the Church 
of England and of other established 
Churches had generally succeeded in 
obtaining for themselves greater liberty 
than the members of the bodies which 
were called Free Churches, each of which 
stood very firmly by its Church’s doc- 
trines, and enforced them upon each 
other with an even greater vigour than 
did the members of the Church of 
England and other established Churches. 
There was greater expansion of the 
religious spirit, greater evolution, if he 
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might so put it, of religious doctrines, 
in ‘the Established Church, than in 
the Free Churches. Bishop Thirlwall, a 
-distinguished and earnest man, said— 


| “Whatever complaints may be heard among 
ourselves,’and whatever reproaches may be made 
against,zus by our adversaries, with regard 
to” our; ecclesiastical system, to the bondage, 
as it is sometimes termed, of the Church, none 
‘ean seriously allege that he meets with any 
impediments arising from this cause, which 
would" seriously limit his usefulness, or re- 
strain him from applying all his faculties to it, 
or preclude him from hoping for an abundant 
blessing on his work.” 

But 


So much for disestablishment. 
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had referred was that their funds differed 
from the Church’s funds in that they were 
the result of private subscriptions and 
that the Church received her endowments 
from the State. Wherein lay the differ- 
ence between the funds of the Wesleyan 
body and the funds of the English 
Church ? They were both for purposes 
which had still a vital force and energy 
behind them, and they were both used 
by worthy trustees for the objects for 
which they were intended. Then they 
were forced to the argument that the 
Church must have received these funds 


he was bound to say a word or two on | from some source which enabled the State 
disendowment. What did disendowment | to lay violent hands upon them. He 


mean? It meant the appropriation by 
the State of funds which had been de- 
liberately given for religious purposes 
and the allocation of those funds for new 


unintended and secular purposes. That, 


he thought, was the undeniable meaning | 
| preached the payment of tithes to the 


He would like to 


of ¥disendowment. 


test¥the validity of the argument as to | 
disendowment by applying it, say, to the | and it was long after they had been 


The | 


Baptists or to the Wesleyans. 
Wesleyan body, for which he had the 


greatest possible respect, had funds 





| 


| 


amounting to about ten millions, which | 


were devoted to religious uses. 
it be legitimate or justifiable for the 


Would | 


| 


| affirmed that with the exception of tithes, 


the funds which were in the custody of the 
Church were funds which had been almost 
entirely the result of private benefactions. 
As to tithes, Professor Freeman, a strong 
Liberal, had that 


shown the clergy 


laity for the support of spiritual work, 


established and subscribed as the result 
of those exhortations that the State sanc- 
tioned the payment of them. He did not 
think that could be If they 


once admitted that it would be nothing 


denied. 


but pillage. to take away the large sums 


State to appropriate those funds and | 


He did not think anybody 
Indeed to justify the 


purpose ? 
would say so. 
alienation of any property of such a kind 
there would have to be an overwhelming 
case of the misapplication of those funds, 
and of abuse in the use of them, or they 


would have to have overwhelming evi- 


which belonged to the Wesleyan body, 


devote them to any secular or charitable | what reason was there for fixing any other 


term to the deprivation of the Church 
by the State of funds which were being 


used more energetically every day for 


| the purposes of the Church by a body 


| result 


dence of the total effacement, or practi-| 
cally total effacement, of the objects for | 


which they were given. The whole case 
which would be made by hon. Gentlemen 
who belonged to the bodies to which he 


Mr. Lyttelton. 


| 
| 


whose vitality and enthusiasm, in the 
The 
the 


opinion of all, was daily growing ? 
| 


of disendowment would be 
taking away from the Church of a revenue 
of something like £5,000,000 a year, which 


was devoted almost entirely to parochial 


| purposes. The result would fall with 
crushing force upon the poor. It would 
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cause the alienation from the parish 
churches of functions which they at 
present performed. People spoke now 
about passive resistance, but if it were 
really a question of turning our parish 
churches into free libraries—for that 
was amongst the suggestions of the 
Liberation Society and of certain Bills 
which had been presented to Parliament— 
it would meet with the most passionate 
opposition that had ever been extended 
to any political proposal. It would be 
nothing but a calamity to repudiate 
the connection of the State with the 


Christian faith. 


indefensible to convert to secular uses | 


the funds of the Church, and thereby 
deprive the poorest parts of our towns 
and villages of their regular ministrations. 
Disestablishment would produce a most 
bitter religious struggle, and disendow- 


ment would diminish the resources so 


largely employed for charitable purposes, | 


The Church of England was still in close | 


association with the vigorous life of the 


people. 


Mr. WILLIAM JONES (Carnarvon- 
shire, Arfon) said that might be the case 


in England, but not in Wales. 


Mr. LYTTELTON said he would not 
enter into controversy with respect to 
Wales, but he would have thought the 
observation would apply to some of the 


great towns of South Wales. 


Mr. WILLIAM JONES agreed that the 
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Church had made great progress in those 
towns, but that was because of voluntary 
| effort, without any tithes. 


Mr. LYTTELTON thought it behoved 


| every one who had a deep affection to- 
wards the Church of England to en- 





deavour to persuade all those who were 
| its members to sink individual and com- 
| paratively trifling differences, and to work 
together on the basis of frank and loyal 
acceptance of those principles which had 
| guided their forefathers in the past, and 
| which had lost none of their ancient 


virtue. 


| Sm ALFRED THOMAS (Glamorgan- 
| shire, E.) said the Welsh Members were in 
‘the unique position of having, practically 
| speaking, the whole of the country united, 
_ because every one of the constituencies of 
| Wales and Monmouthshire had returned 
a member pledged to disestablishment. 
| They were glad to hear once more on this 
question the voice of England, which had 
been long silent. It was a good omen, for 
| when once John Bull woke up he gener- 


| ally meant business. The Welsh Members 


had the promise of the Premier that he 
would bring in a Bill to disestablish the 
Church in Wales at the earliest oppor- 
tunity, and they were anxiously waiting 


| for it. 
Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 206 ; Noes, 
93. (Division List No. 29.) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Cork,N.E.) 


Baring,Godfrey 


(Isle of Wight) | Barran, Rowland Hirst 


| x J 4 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) | Barker, John Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair | Barlow, Percy (Bedford) | Beale, W. P. 
Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) | Barnard, E. B. | Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 
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Nolan, Joseph 
Norman, Sir Henry 
O’Brien, Kendal (TipperaryMid | 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
0’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
©’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

(’ Dowd, John 

() Kelly,James (Roscommon,N | 
(Shaughnessy, P. J. 


NUES. 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt. Hon.SirH. 
Balcarres, Lord 
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O’Shee, James John 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Perks, Robert William 

Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh,Central} 
Price, Robert John (Norfolk,E, 
Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’ 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rendall, Athelstan 

Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Richards, T.F. (Wolverh’mpt’n 
Rickett, J. Compton 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 

Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland} 
Scott, A. H.(Ashton-under-Lyne 
Seaverns, J. H. 

Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 


| Shaw, Rt. Hon.T. (Hawick B.) 
| Shipman, Dr. John G. 

| Sileock, Thomas Ball 

| Simon, John Allsebrook 


Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth,Thomas F, (Leitrim, S. 


; Soames, Arthur Wellesley 


picer, Sir Albert 


| Stanger, H. Y. 

| Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
| Straus, B.S. (Mile End 

| Summerbell, T. 


Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E. 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E.) 
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Tomkinson, James 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 


| Verney, F. W. 

| Vivian, Henry 

| Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
| Walters, John Tudor 


Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Watt, H. Anderson 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 


| Whitehead, Rowland 


Whiteley, George (York, W.R.} 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 


| Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 


Wilson, Henry J. (York. W.R.) 


| Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras,'S.} 


Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES— 
Mr. Everett and Mr. God- 
dard. 


Balfour, Rt.Hn. A.J.(CityLond. } 
Banbury, Sir Frederick Georg: 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 4 
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Beach,Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
Beauchamp, E. 

Beckett, Hon. Gervase 

Bowles, G. Stewart 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 

Burnyeat, W. J. D. 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cave, George 
Cavendish, Rt. Hon. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone.E. ) 
Coates, E. Feetham (Lewisham 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig,Charles Curtis (Antrim,S 
Craig,Captain James (Down.E. 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Crossley, William J. 
Dalrymple, Viscount 


Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancras.N. | 


Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 

Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fell, Arthur 


Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 


Main Question put. 


Abraham, William (Cork), N.E. 
Abraham, William (Rhondda). 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 

Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Jarnard, E. B. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beaumont, Hon. Hubert 

Bell, Richard 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Bennett, E. N. 

Billson, Alfred 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Bottomley, Horatio 

Boulton, A.C. F. 

Bowerman, C. W. 

Bramsdon, I. A. 

Branch, James 

Brigg, John 

Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner,J.F.L. (Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner, Rt HnSirJ.'T.(Cheshire 
Cameron, Robert 

Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 

Clough, William 

Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett,CH (Sussex,E.Grinst’d 
Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Cremer, William Randal 


{27 Fepruary 1907} 


Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. S. 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Haddock, George R. 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Harwood, George 

Helmsley, Viscount 
Hervey, F. W.F.(BuryS. Edm’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hills, J. W. 

Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hunt, Rowland 

Kenna way, Rt. Hon. SirJohnH. 
Kenyon-Slaney.Rt.Hn. Col. W. 
King.Sir HenrySeymour( Hull) 
Lambton, Hn. Frederick Wm. 
Lane- Fox, G. R. 
Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Long,Col.Charles W.(Evesham) 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Magnus, Sir Philip 

Marks, H. H. (Kent) 
Meysey-Thompton, E. C. 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Nicholson, Wm. G. (Peterstield 
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Nield, Herbert 

Pease, Herbert Pike(Darlingt’n 
Percy, Earl 

Rawlinson,John Frederick Peel 
Roberts, S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Rose, Charles Day 

Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Seely, Major J. B. 

Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Starkey, John R. 

Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Talbot, Rt. Hn.J.G.(Oxf’d Univ 
Tennant,Sir Edward (Salisbury 
Tuke, Sir John Batty 

Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wilson, A.Stanley (York, E.R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NOES—Si! 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


| The House divided :—Ayes, 198: No 


iM). (Division List Ne. 30.) 


AYES. 


Crooks, William 

Cullinan, J. 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan- (Cardigan 
Delany. William 

Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Duckworth, James 

Duity, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furn’ss 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Ferens, T. R. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 

Findlay, Alexander 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 
Ginnell, L. 

Glendinning, R. G, 

Glover, Thomas 

Grant, Corrie 

Greenwood, G. (Peterborough ) 
Griffith, Ellis J. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 


Halpin, J. 

Hardie,J. Keir (MerthyrTydvil) 
Hart- Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W.E.(Derbyshire.N,E. 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henry, Charles S. 

Herbert, Colonel [vor (Mon., 8. 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hogan, Michael 

Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, John Deans (Fife, West) 
Hudson, Walter 

Hutton, Alfred Eddison 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 

Jackson, R. 8. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Jardine, Sir J. 

Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones,Sir D, Brynmor (Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Leese,Sir Joseph F.( Accrington 
Lehmann, R. C. 
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Lever, A. Levy( Essex, Harwich) | 
Levy, Maurice 
Lewis, John Herbert 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Maclean, Donald 
MacVeagh,Jeremiah (Down,s.) 
MaeVeigh,Charles (Donegal, E. } 
M‘Crae, George 

M‘Killop, W. 

Maddison, Frederick 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks,G. Croydon (Launcest’n) | 
Massie, J. 

Masterman, C. F. CG. 

Meagher, Michael 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan,J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morse, L. L. 

Murphy, John 

Nicholls, George 

Nolan, Joseph 

O’Brien, Kendal (Tipper’y Mid. | 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool) 

O’ Dowd, John 


Adjournment 


Agnew, George William 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher. Rt. Hn. Sir H. 
Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, Rt. Hn. A.J.(City Lond.) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Beach,Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
Beauchamp, E. 

Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bowles, G. Stewart 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Burnyeat, W. J. D. 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt.Hn. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Coates, E. Feetham (Lewisham) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Charles Curtis(Antrim,S. 
Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Crossley, William J. 
Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dickinson. W.H.(St. Pancras,N. 


| 





{COMMONS} 


O’Kelly,James (Roscommon, N 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

O’Shee, James John 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leck) 
Perks, Robert William 

Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C.{E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Price, Robert John (Norfolk, E.) 
Raphael Herbert H. 

Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’ 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Richards, Thomas(W.Monm’th 
Richards, T.F. (Wolverh’mpton 
Rickett, J. Compton 

Robinson, S. 

Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Seott, H.A. (Ashton-und.-Lyne 
Seaverns, J. H. 

Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F.( Leitrim, 8.) 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Spicer, Sir Albert 

Stanger, BY. 


NOES. 


Dixon- Hartland, SirFred Dixon 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 

Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
Faber, George Denison ( York) 
Fell, Arthur 

Fetherstonhaugh, Godfrey 
Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J.S. 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, Kast) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Haddock, George R. 

Hamilton, Marquess of 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Harwood, George 

Helmsley, Viscount 

Hervey, F.W.F.(BuryS. Edin’ds 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hills, J. W. 

Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hunt, Rowland 
Kennaway,Rt.Hn. Sir John H. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hn. Col. W. 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Lane- Fox, G. R. 

Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A. R. 
Long,Col.Charles W. (Evesham 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Magnus, Sir Philip 

Marks, H. H. (Kent) 
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Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Summerbell, T. 

Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Thomas, Abel (Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas, Sir A.(Glamorgan,E.) 
Chomas, David Alfred(Merthyr 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Tomkinson, James 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 

Vivian, Henry 

Waldron, Laurence Ambros> 
Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Watt, H. Anderson 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carm’rth’n 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Young, Samuel 


of the House. 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Everett and Mr. Goddard. 


Meysey-Thompson, E, C. 
Nicholson, Wm. G. (Peterstield 
Nield, Herbert 

Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 
Percy, Earl. 

Ratcliff, Major R. F. 
Rawlinson, John Frederick Peel 
Roberts, S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Rose, Charles Day 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Starkey, John R. 

Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Talbot, Rt.Hn. G.(Oxf’d Univ. 
Tennant,Sir Edward(Salisbury 
Tuke, Sir John Batty 

Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wilson, A.Stanley (York,E.R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B.Stuart, 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—NSir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


Resolved, That, in the interests alike | the Church of England both in England 


of Religion and _ the 


desirable to Disestablish and Disendow 


Nation, it ni 


and Wales. 


Adjourned at 


a quarter after 
Eleven o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, 28th February, 1907. 
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PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


The LoRD CHANCELLOR aquainted the | 
House, That the Clerk of the Parliaments | 
had laid upon the Table the Certificate | 
from the Examiners that the further | 
Stanaing Orders applicable to the, 

_ following Bill have been complied with. | 
= National Trust for Places of Historical | 
: Interest or Natural Beauty [H.L.]. 


x 


Also the Certificate that the Standing | 
Orders applicable to the following Bill | 
~ have not been complied with. Barnsley, 
: Wombwell, and Wath Tramways. 


The same were ordered to lie on the | 
Table. 


> York and District Tramways Bill [H. v}. 
= Cavehill and Whitewell Tramways Bill | 
*(H.L.]. Barry Railway Bill. Rawten- | 
stall Corporation Bill. | Examiner’s | 
‘ Certificates of non-compliance with the_ 
“ Standing Orders referred to the Standing 
* Orders Committee on Thursday next. 


~ 
> 


yan Rh 


by 


nm 


evtisi 


% 


> Midland Railway Bill [4.1.]. Weston- | 
: super-Mare Grand Pier Bill [H.L.]. Read | 
: 2a, and committed : The Committees to | 
:be proposed by the Committee of, 
: Selection. 


Ship Canal (Various | 
Manchester Ship | 
HL. }. 
H.L. |. | 
HL. |. | 
HL]. | 


: Manchester 
* Powers) Bill [H.L.]. 
3 Canal (Bridgewater Canal) Bill 
Medway Lower Navigation Bill 
~ Devonport Corporation — Bill 

= Humber Conservancy — Bill 

$ Middlesbrough Corporation Bill | 1.1. }. 
~ Oxford and District Tramways Bill | H.1.}. | 
. Report from the Committee of Selection, 
+ That the following Lords be proposed to 
the House to form the Select Committee | 
for the consideration of the said Bills; | 
(viz.) I. Kilmarnock (£. £rroll) L. | 
Abinger, L. Hylton (Chairman),  L. | 
Ramsay (£. Dalhousie), L. Sandhurst ; | 
agreed to ; and the said Lords appointed | 
accordingly : The Committee to meet on | 
Tuesday next, at Eleven o'clock ; and. 
all petitions referred to the Committee, | 
with leave to the petitioners praying to | 
be heard by counsel against the Bills to | 
be heard as desired, as also counsel for 
the Bills. 


VOL, CLXX. [Fourtu Sertrs,] 
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| petitioners 
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|} Newquay and District Water Bill 
(H.L.]; Birmingham Corporation Bill 
|H.L.]; Burnham (Somerset) Pier Bill 
Teen Heywood and Middleton Water 
3oard Bill [H.L.] ; Manchester Corpora- 
tion Tramways Bill [H.L.]; Tyne Im- 
provement Bill Ce Report from the 
Committee of Selection, That the follow- 
ing Lords be proposed to the House to 
form the Select Committee for the 
consideration of the said Bills; (viz.) E. 
Cathcart, V. Hill, V. Iveagh,  L. 
Belhaven and Stenton, L. Sanderson 
(chairman); agreed to; and the said 
Lords appointed accordingly. The Com- 
mittee to meet on Thursday next, at 
Eleven o'clock ; and all petitions referred 
to the Committee with leave to the 
praying to be heard by 
counsel against the Bills to be heard as 
desired, as also counsel for the Bills. 


Reports, &. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


IRISH LAND COMMISSION 
(PROCEEDINGS). 


Return for January, 1907. Presented 
(by command), and ordered to lie on the 
Table. 


LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANIES, 


Statements of accounts, and of life 
assurance and annuity business, and 


abstracts of actuarial reports deposited 


with the Board of Trade under Section 10 
of * The Life Assurance Companies Act, 
1870,” during the year ended 31st 
December, 1906. 


Order under section 59 of the Act, as 
confirmed by the Local Government 
Board of the following county council : 


Isle of Wight.—For amending certain 
confirming orders relating to the parishes 
of North Arreton and South Arreton. 


MOTOR-CAR ACTS, 1896 AND 1903. 
Regulations made by the Local Govern- 
ment Board under Section 6 of the Act of 
1896 and Section 12 of the Act of 1903 for 
altering the Heavy Motor-Car Order, 
1904, as to the use of heavy motor-cars on 
bridges. 


Regulation as to the restriction of the 
driving of motor-cars on certain highways 


G 
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situate within the borough of East Ret- 
ford, made by the Local Government 
Board under Section 6 of the Act of 1896 
and Section 8 of the Act of 1903. 


Regulation as to the restriction of the 
driving of motor-cars on certain High- 
ways ‘situated within the borough “of 
Guildford, made by the Local Govern- 
ment Board under Section 9 of the Act 
of 1903. 


{LOR 





Regulation as to the restriction of the 


driving of motor-cars on certain high- | 


ways situate within the borough “of | 
Harrogate, made by the Local Govern- 
ment Board under Section 9 of the Act 


Regulation as to the restriction of | 
the driving of motor-cars on a certain | 
highway situate within the parish “ 
Heversham, in the county of Westmor- 
land, made by the Local Government 
Board under Section 6 of the Act of 1896 
and Section 8 of the Act of 1903. 


Regulation as to the restriction of the 
driving of motor-cars on certain highways 
situate within the urban district of New- 
market, made by the Local Government 
Board under Section 9 of the Act of 
193. 


Regulation as to the registration of 
motor-cars made by the Local Govern- 
ment Board under Section 6 of the Act 
of 1896 and Section 7 of the Act of 
1903 :—London (County)—For assigning 
an index mark to the London County 
Council in addition to the index marks 
assigned by the Motor-Car (Registration 
and Licensing) Order, 1903, and the 
Order of the Local Government Board 
dated the 17th day of April 1905. 


SHOP HOURS ACT 1904 (CITY OF 
CARDIFF). 

Order made by the council of the city 
of Cardiff, and confirmed by the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department, 
fixing the hours of closing for certain 
classes of shops within the riverside and 
canton wards of the city. 


Laid before tke House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 
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POST OFFICE (FOREIGN AND COLONTAT, 
PAKCEL POST RHODESIA AND THE 
BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE) 

Foreign and Colonial Parcel Post 

Amendment (No. 2.) Warrant, 1907, 

dated 14th February 1907. 


PIERS AND HARBOURS (PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS), SESSION, 1907. 
Report by the Board of Trade of their 
proceedings under the General Pier and 
Harbour Act, 1861, and the General Pier 
and Harbour Act, 1861, Amendment 
Act. 


BANKRUPTCY (IRELAND). 


Returns of the Official Assignees of the 
| King’s Bench Division “ in Bankruptcy ” 
in Ireland, and of the Local Courts, 
Belfast and Cork, for the year 1906. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 18838. 

I. Sixteen orders under Section 57 of 
| the Act, as confirmed by the Local 
Government Board, of the following 
county and county borough councils— 

Brecon.—For converting part of 
the parish of Llanwrtyd in the 
Builth Rural District into the urban 
district of Llanwrtyd, and for con- 
stituting the remainder of the 
parish a new parish named _ the 
parish of Llanwrtyd Without. 

Buckingham.—For dividing the 
parish of Wavendon, in the Newport 
Pagnell Union, into two parishes 
named the parish of Wavendon and 
the parish of Woburn Sands. 


Essex.—For defining the bound- 
ary between the parish of Bartlow 
Hamlet (otherwise known as the 
hamlet of Little Bartlow or of 
Bartlow End) and the parish of 
Ashdon. 


Flint.—For transferring part of 
the parish of Hawarden to the 
parish of Saltney, and of part of the 
parish of Saltney to the parish of 
Hawarden. 


Gateshead (County Borough).— 
For uniting the parishes of Gat2s- 
head and Heworth Within to form 
the parish of Gateshead. 


Isle of Wight.—For uniting the 
parishes of North Arrcton and 
Whippingham to form the parish of 
van. 
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Kent.—For transferring the part ' 
of the parish of Chatham situate in — 
the borough of Gillingham to the 
parish of Gillingham. 


Lancaster.—For transferring two 
detached parts of the township of 
Worsley to the township of Swinton 
and the urban district of Swinton | 
and Pendlebury. 


Lincoln (County Borough).-—For | 
uniting the nineteen parishes com- 
prised in the county borough to form 
the parish of Lincoln. 


Northumberland. — For uniting 
the urban districts of Cowpen and 
Blyth to form the urban district of 
Blyth. 


Pembroke.—For converting part 
of the parish of Fishguard into the 
urban district of Fishguard, and for 
dividing the parish into two parishes 
named the parish of Fishguard North 
and the parish of Fishguard South. 


Salop.—For defining the boundary 
between the parishes of Saint 
Martin’s and Weston Rhyn. 


Stafford.—For transferring the 
parish of Bagnall from the Stoke 
Rural District to the Leek Rural 
District. 


Suffolk Kast —For constituting 
parts of the parishes of Barking and 
Creeting Saint Mary a new parish 
called the parish of Needham 
Market, and for transferring a 
further part of the parish of 
Creeting Saint Mary to the parish 
of Barking. 


Suffolk East.—For uniting the 
parishes of Kirtley and Lowestoft 
to form the parish of Lowestoft. 


Wilts.—For uniting the parishes 
of Chitterne All Saints and Chitterne 
Saint Mary to form the parish of 
Chitterne. 


NEW BILL. 
COUNTY COURTS BILL. 
A Bill to amend the law relating to 


County Courts—Was presented by the 
Lord Chancellor; read 14; and to be 
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printed. (No. 9.) 


Government Bills. li4 
AUSTRALIAN STATES CONSTITUTION 
BI 


House in Committee (according to 
order): Bill reported without Amend- 
ment: Standing Committee negatived ; 
and Bill to be read 3* on Tuesday next. 


THE HOUSE AND GOVERNMENT 
BILLS. 


THe Eart or CAMPERDOWN: My 
Lords, I beg to move for a Return 
showing the dates when Government 
Bills were brought to this House from 
the House of Commons during the 
present and the last three preceding 
Parliaments, and the dates when the 
different stages of such Bills were taken 
in this House; and also for a similar 
Return with regard to Bills introduced 
in either House by private Members, and 
subsequently taken up by Government, 
showing at what stage and on what dates 
such Bills were so taken up. 


Moved, “ That there be laid before the 
House a Return showing the dates when 
Government Bills were brought to this 
House from the House of Commons during 
the present and last three preceding 
Parliaments, and the dates when the 
different stages of such Bills were taken 
in this House ; also similar Return with 
regard to Bills introduced in either 
House by private Members, and subse- 
quently taken up by Government, 
showing at what stage and on what 
dates such Bills were so taken up.” —(The 
Earl of Camperdown.) 


*Tue LORD PRESIDENT oF THE 
COUNCIL (The Earl of Crewe): My 
Lords, in reply to the noble Earl I have 
to say that we desire to offer no oppo- 
sition to the production of this 
Return. At the same time I rather wish 
that in moving for it the noble Earl had 
given us some reasons for his desire to 
obtain it. I have not been able to 
inquire into the exact method in which 
the Return cart be obtained, and it occurs 
to me that there might be some practical 
difficulty in identifying the Bills which 
were taken up in the manner to which 
the noble Earl alludes in past years. 
But I will make inquiry as to that 
and see if a Return can be compiled. 


As to the exact advantage to be 
obtained from a Return of this kind I 


G 2 
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confess I am in some degree sceptical. I 
suppose that the noble Earl’s object in 
moving for it is once more to ventilate 
the very old and the very substantial 


grievance of which we have all from time | 
to time complained—the late date at | 


comes before your 


which legislation 
That is, as I say, a 


Lordships’ House. 


very substantial grievance, as I think | 
But what | 


we have all in turn admitted. 
is to be the remedy is another matter 
altogether. One point 
course, of substance, is whether it is 
possible to introduce into your Lordships’ 
House in the first instance a greater share 
of proposed Government legislation. I 
must say that it has always been to me 
a matter of some surprise that when the 
Party opposite have been in power they 
have not thought it wise or possible to 
introduce more Bills in the first instance ir 
your Lordships’ House. From the point 
of view of noble Lords opposite I should 
have thought that that was a tolerably 
easy course to pursue. A_ consider 
able number of their Government Bills 


might, as it seems, have been brought | 


into your Lordships’ House without any 
serious detriment to the course of public 
business; but when we are in office 
the matter, as your Lordships will agree, 
rests upon a somewhat different footing. 


It is not easy for us to introduce much 


of our legislation to your Lordships’ , 


House. I wish, indeed, that we could 
bring in more ; but, to be perfectly frank, 
we know quite well that by far the 
greater part of the proposals we have 
to make are not altogether palatable to 
your Lordships’ House, and it is only 
when they are backed up by the force 


of public opinion brought to bear by | 


discussions in another place that in 
many cases your Lordships can be and 
are induced to accept them. In these 


circumstances, if we were to bring Bills | 


into your Lordships’ House in the first 
place as a usual custom, they would 


natarally be moulded into the form | 


most acceptable to 


.the majority 
of the House. 


They would then go down 


to another place and be re-moulded there | 


into a form more acceptable to the 


majority in the House of Commons ; and | 


it seems to me to be a question whether, 
in view of the discussion which must then 
necessarily take place between the two 
Houses, any time would be saved; 
whether, as a matter of fact, anything 


The Earl of Crewe. 
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which is, of | 
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| would be gained beyond the mere moral 
| satisfaction which some of your Lordships 
| might feel in having some work to do in 
| the earlier part of the session. I do not 
wish to dwell further on the matter than 
merely to say that, though I am not very 
_ hopeful of any good result, I have no wish 
| to oppose the granting of the Return for 
which the noble Earl has moved. 


Lorp JAMES or HEREFORD: My 
Lords, I should like to say one word 
respecting what has fallen from the noble 
Earl the Lord President of the Council. 
|He has suggested that we could have 
introduced Bills into this House to a 
|greater extent than we did. Let me 
remind the noble Earl that in 1905 this 
House passed sixteen Bills of a very 
beneficent character—they were not Party 
measures, but measures to ameliorate 
defects of a gross nature. Those Bills 
were sent down at a very early period of 
the sessions to the House of Commons, 
but not one of them was advanced a step 
in the other House. They were never 
read a second time, and were never 
referred to beyond the mere record that 
they had been received. Our labours 
were entirely thrown away. 


It is no doubt advantageous that some 
| Bills should be introduced in this House, 
but can the noble Earl do anything to 
ensure that if Bills are promoted here, 
{they will have some respect shown to 
| them and be dealt with in the House of 
Commons? This is surely a matter in 
which some arrangement might be come 
to. But we are not discussing this in full 
detail to-night. The only Question before 
your Lordships is the Motion for a 
Return which my noble friend Lord 
Camperdown has moved. We admit 
the necessity for a remedy, but we can 
never tell what is the remedy until you 
know exactly what the disease is, and 
my noble friend’s Return would probably 
show more clearly even than the Return 
of 1904 how grave this disease is and how 
| certainly it requires a remedy. 


*THE MARQUESS OF LANSDOWNE: 
|My Lords, I heard with some surprise 
the statement with which the noble Earl 
opposite opened his remarks. He pro- 
| fessed to be quite unable to conjecture 
the purpose with which my noble friend 
‘had moved for this Return, and hé ex- 
' pressed surprise that my noble friend had 
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not given to the House a full account of | 
his reasons for moving. I should have | 
thought that to the meanest understand- | 
ing it was quite obvious that my noble | 
friend moved for this Return with the 
object of showing that the opportunities 
afforded to this House of dealing ade- 
quately with measures of importance were | 
altogether insufficient. 


That is, as the noble Earl himself | 
admitted a moment ago, not only an old 
but a substantial grievance ; and surely 
that substantial grievance has assumed 
an infinitely more important shape at 
the present moment when we are | 
told that His Majesty's Government | 
have under consideration proposals for | 


fundamentally n odifying the relations of | 
the two Houses of Parliament. If that is | 
the case, if what I can only describe as a 
threat is hanging over the head of this | 


House, surely it is necessary that we | 
should get at the facts, that we should 
know what are the data upon which this | 
charge proceeds, and that we should be | 


given an opportunity of meeting it. In| 
this House time is necessary to us for the | 
purpose of exercising our proper functions | 
as a Chamber of Revision ; time is neces- | 
sary for us in order that we may have, 
when there is a difference of opinion 
between the two Houses, an opportunity 
of considering how far that difference can 
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| want certain information. 
| obtained the 
| consider what use to make of it. 


be adjusted, and our complaint has always | 


been that a sufficient allowance of time 
is never accorded to this House. The 
Return moved for by my noble friend 
will, 1 think, make that point abundantly 


‘lear, < y to say that if there | : : 
clear, and I venture to say tha rn deductions I draw from it. 


is to be any question of dealing with the 
immensely important subject of the 
relations of the two Houses of Parliament, 
this question of the manner in which 
business is distributed between the two 
Houses lies on the very threshold of the 
inquiry. Therefore I, for one, am grate- 


ful to my noble friend for having moved | 


for this Return. 


The noble Earl opposite told us that 
His Majesty’s Government hesitated to 
introduce Bills into this House because 
they anticipated that those Bills would 


be moulded here in such a shape as to | 


render them unacceptable in the other 
House of Parliament. I venture to say 
that that is an altogether unwarrantable 
assumption. Upon what is that assump- 
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number of important measures proposed 
by His Majesty’s Government, and I 
object altogether to the assumption that 
this House is not to be trusted to 
discuss and examine in an impartial 
spirit any measures which the Gov- 
ernment of the day may desire to 
put forward. As I said just now, it is 
to my mind most important that the 
facts of the case should be laid fully 
before this House and the country, and 
I am therefore very glad that this Re- 


'turn has not been refused. 


THe EARL or CAMPERDOWN: 
My Lords, this conversation has assumed 


/a somewhat discursive character, and an 
| this occasion I am afraid it is my noble 


friend who is leading the House who 
is the cause of that digression. I have 
moved for a certain Return because I 
When I have 
information I shall then 
My 
noble friend on the other side appears to 


/me to have imagined that I was going 
/to make some sort of attack on His 
| Majesty’s Government, and therefore he 
_ delivered himself of a speech defending 


them for not having taken a particular 
them from 


course, and defending 

charges which, at the present moment, 
at all events, I have no_ inten- 
tion whatever of making. When this 
Return has been given to us I 
think it is likely to be very use- 
ful. When it has been presented 


'and I have considered it, I shall hope 


to be able tell my noble friend what 
He will then 
have an opportunity of making, no doubt 
in a much longer form, the speech which 
he has delivered in anticipation this 


| evening. 


On Question, Motion agreed to, and 
ordered accordingly. 


LONDON TRAFFIC. 

*Lorp LEIGH: My Lords, I rise to 
ask whether it is the intention of His 
Majesty's Government to give effect to 
the recommendations of the Royal Com- 


| mission on London Traffic by appointing 
| a traffic board ; and to move for Papers. 


The facts in connection with this matter 


tion founded? Upon the experience of | are briefly these. On 10th February, 
last session? My Lords, we passed a | 1903, that is rather more than four years 
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ago, a Royal Commission was appointed, 
to examine into, and report upon, London 
traflic generally. It was, perhaps, the 
strongest Commission ever appointed by 
any British Government. 


The Commissioners were thirteen in 
number. The chairman was Sir David 
Barbour, well known as an expert on 
finance. Law was represented by the 
present Lord Chancellor of England, and 
there were also upon the Commission 
three other Members of your Lordships’ 
House—the noble Lords Lord Cawdor, 
Lord Cobham, and Lord Ribblesdale. 
The House of Commons and the London 
County Council were represented by Sir 
John Dickson-Poynder, the City by Sir 
Joseph Dimsdale, the Home Office by Mr. 
Murdoch, and the Board of Trade by Sir 
Francis Hopwood. Railway interests 
were represented by Sir George Gibb, 
and, it may be added, also by Lord 
Cawdor; and art, science, and finance 
were represented by Sir George Bartley 
and Sir Felix Schuster. An advisory 
board of engineers was also appointed, 
with Sir John Wolfe-Barry, who was 
also one of the Commissioners, as 
president, upon which Sir Benjamin 
Baker and Mr. Parsons, of New York, 
both well known engineers, served. 
Several of the Members of the Com- 
mission visited the United States and 
the Continent for the purpose of examin- 
ing the methods employed in many of 
the principal cities there. In fact, if 
ever there was a Commission whose ad- 
vice was worth attending to surely this 
was the Commission. 


In 1905 the Commission issued its 
Report. I will not detain your Lordships 
by dilating upon the many  recom- 
mendations that were made, including 
the cutting of two arteries, in the form 
of two avenues, right through London, 
from north to south, and from east 
to west. I will refer to one recom- 
mendation only, the appointment of a 
traffic board, which was unanimously 
recommended by the Commission. This, 
they advised, should consist of from three 
to five competent men, not elected, but 
appointed by Government for the purpose. 
Their duties would be to report yearly to 
Parliament upon London traffic generally, 
to be constantly on the look out to piece 
together the various recommendations that 
might be made as to traffic, to facilitate 


Lord Leigh. 
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co-operative action and to prevent over. 
lapping ; and this would, it may be noted, 
prevent great waste of public money. 
It was also recommended that they 
should be paid for their services, that 
their functions should be advisory and 
semi-judicial, and should extend over 
the Metropolitan Police area—that is, over 
Greater London. It was felt by the 
Commissioners that it was impossible to 
confer such powers upon the London 
County Council, or upon any existing 
local authority or body. 


It was the intention of His Majesty’s 
late Government to give effect to the 
recommendation of the Commission, and 
to introduce a Bill appointing a tratfic 
board. Why have not His Majesty’s 
present Goverment done the same? | 
do not know, but it is possible that the 
following facts may throw some light 
upon the matter. A member of the 


London County Council, Captain 
Swinton, an authority on London 
traffic, lately moved in the Coun- 


cil Chamber that the Council should 
impress upon His Majesty’s Government 
the expediency of establishing a traffic 
board. That proposal was negatived. 
Is it possible that it is owing to pressure 
brought to bear by the London County 
Council upon His Majesty’s Government 
that this delay is taking place in giving 
effect to the unanimous recommendation 
tion of the Commission—pressure from 
members who may desire that the 
County Council itself should have the 
sole control of London traffic, and who 
do not wish to see other forms of locomo- 
tion competing with the tramways, as to 
which they have committed London to 
such vast expenditure? If so, it is 
greatly to be regretted that His Majesty’s 
Government should be influenced by such 
considerations. It would never do to 
have a traffic board subject to election 
or to Party influence. A traffic board 
should be, as recommended by the 
Commission, composed of paid permanent 
officials, appointed by the Government for 
their fitness for the post and for their 
abilities only. I beg leave to ask the 
Question which is standing in my name, 
and to move for Papers, especially as 
regards any correspondence that may 
have passed between the Board of Trade, 
or any other Government Department, 
and the London County Council, relating 
to a traffic board. 
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Moved, “ That there be laid before the | 
House Papers relating to the recom- | 
mendations of the Royal Commission on | 
London Traffic for the appointment of a 
Traffic Board.”—( Lord Leigh.) 


Tue CHAIRMAN or COMMITTEES 
(The Earl of ONsLow): My Lords, I 
should like to be allowed to supplement 
the remarks made by the noble Lord in 
reference to a matter which has come 
under my notice as Chairman of Com- 
mittees of your Lordships’ House. I refer 
to the effect which the appointment, first, 
of this Commission, and, secondly, the 
recommendation for the appointment of 
a traffic board have had upon the pro- 
motion of Bills for the construction of 
tube railways. 

In the year 1901 a Joint Committee 
was appointed, of which the Earl of 
Plymouth (then Lord Windsor) was | 
elected Chairman, to consider the prin- 
ciple involved in the Bills then before 
Pirliament, upon which all promoters of | 
tube Bills were informed that their Bills 
would not be allowed to proceed until 
the next session of Parliament. In the 
year 1902 another Committee was ap- 
pointed, under the presidency of Lord 
Rayleigh, and they passed one or two not 
very important tube Bills, the others 
being left to be dealt with in a future 
session. Then, in 1903, the majority of 
the Bills introduced into the House of , 
Commons were withdrawn by request of | 
the Board of Trade, on the ground that 
no tube railway ought to be constructed 
until it was known what was the opinion 
of the Commission which by that time 
had been appointed to consider the | 
question of London traffic. 


In 1904 and 1905 the Commission still | 
sat, and all the tube railway Bills which | 
were mtroduced into Parliament were | 
ordered to stand over until the Report | 
had been received. There was one ex- | 
ception—that of the North-East London 
Railway, which was very strongly pressed 
by the Members of Parliament concerned 
with that part of London. That railway 
was allowed to be constructed. The 
result of what has taken place has been | 
that promoters of tube railways have 
been told, first, that Bills could not be 
introduced because the Royal Commission | 
Was sitting, and when the Royal Com- | 
mission had reported they were still told | 
they would not be allowed to proceed | 
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with their Bills because the Commission 
had recommended the appointment of a 
traffic board and that board had not yet 
been established. 


I am not here to speak on behalf of the 
promoters of these Bills, but I am here 
to say that, in my opinion, at any rate, 
the delay which has been caused by this 
has been a material delay affecting the 
interests of the travelling public in 
I am told that some of these 
tube railways have not been quite so 


| successful as their promoters expected, 


and possibly, on the other hand, the 
delay may have saved some of the 
investing British public the loss of 


| dividends which they would otherwise 


have expected to receive. But the fact 
remains that the construction of tube 
railways has been at a standstill since 
1901, owing, first to the sitting of the 
Royal Commission, and, secondly, to the 
fact that the traffic board has not yet 
been established ; and I think it is advis- 
able that His Majesty’s Government 
should give some definite pronouncement 
as to what is their intention in the 
matter. 


Lorp MONTAGU or BEAULIEU : 
My Lords, I wish to support entirely 
what has been said by the two noble 
Lords who have spoken on this subject. 
I think nobody can have read the ex- 
cellent Report of the Royal Commission 
without coming to the conclusion that 
the problem of London traffic is such a 
huge one that there is nobody at present 
constituted that could properly deal with 
it. That Report, as your Lordships 
probably know, has been taken as a 
European pattern, and the Belgian 
Government has so appreciated its recom- 
mendations that it has acted upon them. 


When London traffic is referred to it is 
often forgotten what that traffic really 
means. It is quite true that the area of 
greater London is something under 700 
square miles, but the tide of traftic 
through it affects an area far beyond the 
confines of the metropolis. That the 
London County Council should be the 
authority is the more or less openly ex- 


| pressed wish of a portion of the Liberal 


Party and certainly of the majority 
on the Council ; but I would remind the 
House that, although the London County 
Council has jurisdiction over an eno1mous 
area, it bas no jurisdiction over a 
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large porton of greater London, and 
that there are five other bodies, the 
county councils of Kent, Surrey, Middle- 
sex, Hertfordshire, and Essex, who would 
have no representation if the London 
County Council were to be the traffic 
authority. 


The total population affected by 
London traffic is between 8,000,000 and 
10,000,000, the population of London 
itself being taken at 6,500,000; and it 
may interest the House to know that it 
is calculated that nearly 1,200,000,000 
journeys were taken last year within the 
area of greater London. Those journeys, 
numerous as they were, only amount to 
170 per head of the population, while 
every inhabitant of New York made an 
average of 300 journeys, of Berlin 270 
journeys, and of Paris 200 journeys. It 
is certain, therefore, that finality in the 
matter of locomotion in London has not 
yet been reached. The Londoner of to-day 
is comparatively a slow-moving person, a 
rather stay-at-home person; but some 
day, and possibly in a few years time, he 
may move about as quickly as the New 
Yorker, in which case the streets of 
London will present a more deplorable 
spectacle than they do to-day. The traffic 
in London may, therefore, be expected 
to increase even without reckoning on 
increase of houses or population. 


It is also interesting to note that when 
the Royal Commission began its sittings 


{LORDS} 


| at that time. 


motor omnibus traffic was in its infancy. | 


I had the honour to be a witness before 


that this subject of motor omnibuses was | 


treated, I will not say with scorn, but it 


oe adil, el spesane Menpeatsanpea Mr. Lloyd-George would have quarrelled 


omnibuses could carry any large propor- 
tion of the traffic of London. 
year 184,000,000 passengers were carried 
by these omnibuses, or 4,000,000 more 
than were carried by the London County 
Council’s electric tramcars. Any one 


But last | 


who goes through the Blue-hooks must | 
come to the conclusion that the Commis- | 


sion attached a great deal of importance— 
to my mind, undue importance—to trams 
as the means of conveying the population 
of London. 
stances has arisen since the publication of 
the Report. I remember speaking to a 
distinguished member of that Commission 
and urging that further evidence should 


Traffic. 184 


was taken; but there were only about 
ten or twelve motor omnibuses running 
Now there are between 800 
and 1,000, which shows how rapidly the 
problem is changing and increasing in 
gravity. I hope, therefore, that His 
Majesty’s Government will give due con- 
sideration to the necessity of forming a 
traffic board. 


There is another point. Great con- 
fusion is caused at the present moment 
by the different jurisdictions to which the 
traffic is subject. Tramway by-laws have 
to be submitted to the Board of 
Trade and approved by them; it is 
the Local Government Board, on the 
other hand, who deal with motor-car 
regulations, which are, as is well-known, 
enforced by the police. The traffic in 
the Royal parks is entirely under the 
jurisdiction of the Office of Works, whilst 
that in the London County Council parks 
is under direction of the Home Office; 
and in the general regulations of the 
streets the police act on their own 
authority, under the direction of the 
Home Office. All these different authori- 
ties have their say in the control of the 
traffic of the metropolis, and in some cases 
ridiculous situations arise in consequence. 
For instance, on one occasion the Board 
of Trade gave authority for tramcars to 
carry an excess of passengers in inclement 
weather, but immediately this authorisa- 
tion was given by the Board of Trade 
the Home Office stepped in, through the 
police, and declared that in all cases 


Baars | x 7 ie 
the Royal Commission, and I remember where excess passengers were carried, a 


prosecution would immediately follow. 
I do not suppose that when it came to 
a settlement Mr. Herbert Gladstone and 


on the point, but it is a distinct blot on 
the present arrangements that two 
Government Departments can issue con- 
tradictory orders and that there should 
be no authority in supreme control. 


The recommendations of the Royal 
Commission necessarily involve a large 
expenditure in the direction of altering 
streets. Avenues cannot be built for 


nothing, and I suggest to noble Lords 


A totally new set of circum- | 


opposite that, whatever our opinions may 
be with regard to the London County 
Council and its fitness to control the 


| traffic of London, that Council is already 


be taken before the Commission closed. | 
Iam glad to say that further evidence | 


Lord Montagu of Beaulieu. 


too over-burdened with financial engage- 
ments to be able to raise sufficiently large 
sums to carry out the recommendations of 
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the Commission. If London is to remain | 
a great city, if its people are to be able to 
move about as they should, a great ex- 
penditure will have to be incurred. A 
great proportion of it may be remunera- 
tive, but [ hold that a new authority could 
raise money more cheaply for the great 
expenditure necessary to deal with this 
matter than the London County Council, 
and could apply it more efficiently. 


Such an authority could deal effectively 
with the nuisance caused by the irregular 
manner of pulling up the streets. There 
are streets in London which are more 
often “up” than “down.” Noble Lords 
who have the misfortune to be in London 
in the autumn months know that at that 
time you have to be very well acquainted 
with the geography of London in order 
to get about. Even in Whitehall the 
roadway was up for a period of eighteen 
months. Surely there ought to be a 
central authority to look after these 
matters. At the present moment. all 
sorts of authorities have power to pull up 
the streets, and, as far as I can make out, 
the law on the subject is itself very 
vague, Electric light companies have in 
many cases power to pull them up; they 
can be pulled up for sewers, hydraulic 
power, water mains, gas “mains, tele- 
phones, telegraphs, street drains, lava- 
tories—the streets can be pulled up for 
any of these purposes without let or 
hindrance, and without any consideration 
of the importance it is to London that 
traffic should not be unduly interfered 
with. 


The carrying of London traffic has 
been described by Mr. John Burns as a 
gold mine, but, as far as I have been 
able to make out, most of the companies 
engaged in carrying are doing badly. 
The London County Council are earning 
a comparatively small profit; the £10 
shares of the London United Tramways, 
the biggest of the outside companies, 
stand at £6; the London General 
Omnibus Company deplore decreasing 
receipts this year, and their £100 shares 
stand at £71 ; the report of the London 
Road Car Company states that although 
they have carried more passengers they 
have earned less profits, and the £6 
shares of this company stand at £2 10s. ; 
and the shares of the Motor Omnibus | 
Companies stand at adiscount. When we 
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come to the tube railways, they are even 
in a worse position. The £100 shares of 
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of the Metropolitan Railway, which I sup- 
pose had to be over-capitalised originally, 
stand at £42 ; and the shares of the District 
Company have the misfortune to stand 
at only £14. The Central Railway 
Company shares stand at a discount, and 
the City and South London Railway 
shares at only £42. I quote these 
statistics to show that the carrying com- 


| panies of London have not got that gold 


mine which 1s sometimes inferred. Out- 
side privately-managed companies do not 
seem to be making much profit either. 


The point is, is the absence of co- 
ordination and in some cases an excess of 
competition on the whole good for the 
people of London? I maintain that it is 
not, and that it is high time that the 
traffic of London was controlled by a 
central expert body. I am convinced 
that if the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission were carried out a distinct im- 
provement would be noticed in a few 
years, and the improved state of things 
would be a lasting credit to the Gov- 
ernment responsible for the initiation 
of a traffic board. As to the question of 
improvements, which, of course, is the 
most important subject, we all know that 
there is a certain feeling as regards the 
London County Council. It may be 
deplored, but there it is. The outside 
county councils and the borough councils 
of London do not work harmoniously 
with the London County Council, and I 
believe that if a central body, such as a 
traffic board, were appointed, friction 
would be avoided and the means of 
locomotion and transit in London co- 
ordinated. 


*THE Eart or GRANARD: I shall 
not follow the noble Lord into the various 
points he has raised, but will confine my- 
self to the Question which stands on the 
Paper. I can assure the noble Lord that 
the Government are very fully alive to 
the magnitude of the whole question of 
London traffic, but they are at the same 
time desirous to move very cautiously in 
the matter. They are not very anxious 
to come to a definite decision without 
full consideration of the whole matter, 
and I feel sure your Lordships will agree 
with me that this is certainly the proper 
course to adopt. 


The traffic board recommended by the 
Royal Commission was to have very large 
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powers indeed. It would be quite im- 
possible to appoint such a board without 
legislation ; and your Lordships are aware 
that the Government have, at the present 
moment, a great deal of legislation before 
them. Ivery much regret it, but I do not 
think it will be possible during the present 
session to give effect to the recommenda- 
tion, or to bring in a Bill dealing with 
this subject at all. The House will 
remember that in his very able speech 
in seconding the Address Lord Chichester 
prophesied that a Bill of some sort would 
be brought in dealing with cheap trains 
for workmen. It is the intention of His 
Majesty’s Government to deal with this 
question in the course of a few weeks. 
It is hoped that these cheap trains will be 
of great help to workmen. 


The noble Lord who raised this 
question has moved for certain Papers. 
He seems to think that there have been 
communications between the London 
County Council and the Board of Trade 
or other Government Department on the 
subject of London traffic, but I have 
made inquiries at the Board of Trade 
and the Home Office and have been 
informed that no correspondence of any 
kind has passed between either of those 
offices and the County Council. I am 
afraid that there are, therefore, no Papers 
to present. 


Lorp RIBBLESDALE: My Lords, I 
am glad to hear that the question of cheap 
trains is to be dealt with, but I would 
remind the House that London traffic is 
not entirely a matter of cheap trains. 


{LORDS} 
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always appealed to as to the wisdom of 
festina lente. The noble Earl said your 
Lordships would all agree that no Govern- 
ment would care to deal with such a great 
question as the means of locomotion and 
transit in London in a hurry. Nobody 
would care to do that. But, after all, 
you have had a Royal Commission, whose 
labours involved the expenditure of an 
enormous sum of money, who sat three 
and a half years, and visited many 
countries, and who, to use a vulgar 
ete “took the cake” for the 
| 

| 

| 





size of their Report. There are eight vol- 
umes. I happened to be a member of the 
Royal Commission myself, but unfortun- 
ately I was ill during part of the time, 
and my withers are therefore not wrung 
at all by any feeling of neglect of my own 
| labours. 

When the Royal Commission finally 
produced the eighth volume _ the 
Report was referred to in a well-written, 
well-considered, article in Zhe Times, 
in which the following passage occurred— 

“Tt is not to be wondered at that the Traffic 
Commission’s Report has been publicly ac- 
cepted as the standard fact beak in France, 
Germany, and America on urban traffic,” 

That appears to be the whole unction 
which the Commissioners are ever likely 
to be able to lay to their bosoms. As I 
say, I do not refer to myself at all in the 
| matter. I belong to the leisured class, 
but most of those who served on that 
Commission were extremely hard-working 
people, who gave up their time to the 
work in hand. I have only to instance 
the noble and learned Lord on the Wool- 


There is a great deal of vehicular traffic, | sack, Sir George Gibb, Sir John Wolfe- 


and there are a great number of people 
who want to get about their business. I 
have risen to intervene in this debate 
because I desire to know how long the 
present chaotic condition of things, by 
which the every-day life of the Metropolis 
is more or less strangled by the choking 
up of the great arteries of trattic, is | 
to continue. 


I am very dissatisfied with the answer 
which has been given on behalf of the 
Government, but I am not altogether 
surprised at it. We are well accustomed 
to the platonic liveliness of every Govern- 
ment in regard to the recommendations of 
a Royal Commission which advocates very 
large changes. Governments are always 
“very fully alive” to the importance of 
the subject, and so on; but the House is 


The Earl of Granard. 





| Barry, Sir Felix Schuster. I wonder 
very much whether you will ever get 
gentlemen of that kind to undertake such 
work and give their time and experience 
when the Government takes a line such 
as has been announced. It is invariably 
the same with all Royal Commissions. 
If the Commission’s Report is a little one, 





it is said, “ Oh, it is so little we will not 
do anything ;” but, if their Report is a 


bulky one, it is then said, “It isso great 
that we cannot do anything.” 


The noble Earl Lord Onslow went a 
little into the circumstances which led to 
the appointment of this Royal Commis- 
sion. I do not like to place myself in 
any disagreement with the Lord Chair- 
man about Committee work, but what 
really happened was this, It was in 
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1901 that all the tube railway Bills were 
suspended and referred to a Joint Com- 
mittee presided over by Lord Plymouth. 
Then Lord Onslow said that in 1902 
nothing was done except that one or two 
Bills were passed by Lord Rayleigh’s 
Committee. What really happened was 
that in that year thirty-two Bills came 
before Parliament dealing with 109 miles 
of railway. Those were referred to two 
Committees, one of which was presided 
over by Lord Plymouth and the other by 
myself. The result was that three and a 
half miles out of the 109 miles were 
sanctioned in London and six outside; 
but when our Bills went down to Sir 
Lewis Mclver’s Commons Committee the 
whole thing was a fiasco, and that led to 
the appointment of the Reyal Commission. 


I now come to Lord Leigh’s reference 
to the attitude of the London County 
Council in this matter. I have had a 
Question on the Paper very similar to 
Lord Leigh’s for I do not know how 
many months. It was on the Paper 
during the whole of the autumn session, 
when our time was taken up by other 
matters. It has been on during the few 
days of this session, and in it I ask 
whether the attitude of the London 
County Council had anything to do with 
the answer which was given in another 
place when very much the same question 
was asked by Sir J. Dickson-Poynder. | 
shall come to that presently. It was 
owing to the action of the London County 
Council that the Royal Commission was 
appointed. I was a member of the 
london County Council at the time when 
the question was debated in the Council. 
The Council referred the whole matter to 
a special Committee of their Parliamen- 
tary, Finance, and Highways Committees, 
and after grave deliberation this body 
asked the Board of Trade—that is His 
Majesty’s Government —to appoint a 
Royal Commission. 


The Commission was duly appointed, 
and, as I have said, the Commissivners 
deliberated for three and a half years, and 
published a Report in eight volumes 
which secured the not always very easily 
obtained approval of The Times. But 
nothing is done. As Lord Onslow has 
stated, all tube railway and locomotion 
activities are hung up. It is said, 
“There is going to be a new complexion 
given to all these things. It is 100 to 
one that we shall have this traffic 
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board, and we must reconsider our 
operations in every possible way.” 
Sir J. Dickson-Poynder, who is in- 
timately connected with the housing 
question, and who was Chairman of 
the Housing Committee under the 
London County Council before he went 
to serve his Queen in South Africa, 
where he behaved with great dis- 
tinction, has always held that this 
traffic question is intimately bound 
up with the housing question. Wishing 
to know if anything was going to be done 
in regard to the question of traffic as a 
means of helping towards.the solution of 
the housing problem, Sir John raised the 
question recently in another place, and in 
the answer which was there given by the 
Government the House of Commons was 
told very much the same as your Lord- 
ships have been told this evening that 
nothing was going to be done— 


“all the more owing to the transitional stage 
which the problem has reached.” 


I do not know exactly what that means. 
What does a transitional stage mean ? 
Dealing with traffic is a progressive 
science, and if we are going to wait we 
shall wait for ever. Meanwhile London 
traffic does not wait. It goes on, and the 
Prime Minister, even with the magnifi- 
cent majority which he commands in the 
other House, can no more stop it than 
King Canute could stop the sea at Dover. 
Traffic goes on ; something will have to 
be done, and you have got these eight 
volumes telling you what can be done. 


Now I come to the reason why the 
whole thing is hung up. We have been 
told by Lord Granard this evening that 
there has been no correspondence, but I 
am perfectly sare that the noble Lord 
who introduced this question has put his 
finger on the right spot, and that the real 
obstruction to anything being done in 
the direction of the recommendations of 
the Commission is the attitude of the 
Progressive London County Council. I 
believe that His Majesty’s Government 
are afraid of the London County Council 
on this particular point. Ido not know 
that I can put it in any other way. The 
President of the Board of Trade I have 
not the honour of knowing, but from 
reading some of the observations which 
he makes from time to time in reference 
to your Lordships’ House he appears to 
be somewhat emotional. Mr. John Burns 
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I have the honour of knowing as a col- 
league on the London County Council. I 
know his vigorous, masterful ascendency, 
and having read Mr. Lloyd-George’s 
hysterical views about your Lordships’ 
House I can easily believe that Mr. John 
Burns’s masterful ascendency has been a 
little too much for the President of the 
Board of Trade. 


I think Lord Leigh is perfectly right. 


It is matter of common knowledge—I | 


know it myself from conversation with 
members of that body—that the London 
County Council, will not brook the idea 
of any other central authority controlling 
locomotion, and so nothing had been 
done. Iam inclined to think that Mr. 
John Burns has not only exercised his 
influence over Mr. Lloyd-George but over 
the rest of his colleagues in the Govern- 
ment. 1] am afraid that we shall get 
nothing more than was contained in the 
official reply on behalf of the Government 
to-day, but I was rather surprised to 
hear Lord Granard say he “ understood ” 
that the Report of the Commission con- 
tained a great many recommendations. 
Surely Lord Granard, as representing 
the Government Department concerned, 
knows something about the Report. 
Surely the Local Government Board 
know exactly what the recommendations 
involve. The noble Ear] spoke as though 
he expected inspiration from Lord Leigh 
and from Lord Montagu of Beaulieu. He 
surely must know what is proposed. I 
have, however, nothing more to say. I 
repeat that public convenience is being 
sacrificed, and that it is not likely that you 
will get able men to give the time and 
experience which the members of this 
Commission gave to this question unless 
some little regard is paid 
recommendations. 


*THE LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
LOREBURN): My Lords, I hope your 
Lordships will allow me to say a few 
words on this subject in the character of 
a Royal Commissioner. It is quite true, 
as my noble friend who served with me 
on that Commission has said, that the 
Royal Commission consisted of men as to 
many of whom it could not be claimed 
that they were men of leisure. I certainly 
have never in my life aspired to be a 
man of leisure, and the same can be said 
of others like Sir J. Wolfe-Barry, Sir 
Felix Schuster, Sir Francis Hopwood, 


Lord hibblesdale. 
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| and others who served on that laborious 
Commission. It was the most fascinating 
inquiry that can be imagined. No one 
has any idea until he enters upon the 
subject what a vast amount of ground it 
covers, and how intensely fascinating it 
is in every aspect ; and I must say that 
it engrossed my attention to the neglect 
of my other duties for a considerable 
time. 


This particular Motion is directed to 
one of the specific recommendations of 
the Royal Commission, and to one of 
them only — the recommendation that 
there ought to be a traffic board, not 
merely for London, but for the large area 
surrounding London which must not be 
forgotten. But throughout this debate 
there seems to be a misapprehension in 
regard to the duties which we propose to 
attribute to the traffic board. We did 
not propose that it should have any power 
over any one. I do not mean to say 
that there was not to be power to sit 
as arbitrators in cases of dispute between 
different municipalities. There may have 
been some little power—I cannot tax my 
| memory—in regard to the pulling up of 
| streets. There may or there may not 
|have been such power; but, broadly 
‘speaking, the traffic board was not de- 
| signed for any such purpose. It was not 
to supersede the authority of the London 
County Council or of any other municipal 
body within the metropolitan area. We 
well knew, of course, that there could be 
no improvement in the condition of 
London traffic without expenditure out 
of the rates, and we were not so rash 
as to suggest that any authority but an 
elected body could impose any burden 








to their | 


whatever upon the rates. 


The main object of this board, in the 
view of the Commissioners, was that it 
should be advisory ; that it should report 
from time to time upon the infinitely 
difficult and complex problem of London 
traffic ; that it should give its assistance 
and advice to Committees of both Houses 
of Parliament, sitting together, as we 
hope they would, for the consideration of 
private Bills affecting this problem ; that 
it should examine these private Bills, not 
with any power to reject them or to pass 
them into law, but simply to advise the 
promoters how best to get their schemes 
fairly considered and in harmony with 
other schemes, and to suggest to the 





Parliamentary Committees the course 
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they should adopt in regard to those 
Bills. 

The traffic of London—I speak not 
only of the overground but also of -the 
underground traffic—has got into its 
present tangle because the streets, until 
quite recently, have been laid out hap- 
hazardly, and because the tramways and 
railways, and even the tubes until lately, 
have been laid out in the same fashion ; 
and until there is an authoritative, well- 
informed, and instructed body to keep 
before the Committees of Parliament the 
real bearing of the different proposals 
laid before them affecting London trattic 
London will never get the means and 
facilities for traffic which it ought to 
possess. 


Many of your Lordships are familiar | 


with the great city of Paris. It is a curious 
thing that 114 years ago the French in 
Paris appreciated the necessity of what I 
may call co-ordination between different 
projects for the improvement of the 
streets ; and in the year 1793, in the very 
storm of the Revolution and at a time 
when men’s heads were falling from their 
shoulders without either notice or interest, 
a committee laid down the finest and most 
elaborate schemes for the reconstruction 
of the streets. Those plans were worked 
upon till 1859, when Baron Haussmann 
made some amendments, and they were 
followed until completed only as re- 
cently as 1890 or thereabouts, nearly 
100 years after their commencement. 
The result is seen in the broad and 
well-laid-out streets of that magnificent 
metropolis, arranged on a harmonious 
plan, and giving proper facilities for 
trattic. 

In London, on the other hand, things 
have been done without adequate super- 
vision. When new streets are being 
erected there are not sufficient powers to 
see that what are likely to be main 
thoroughfares shall be of the adequate 
width, which ought to be at least 100 feet. 
Instead of that, the thing, so to speak, 
is left to mere chance. That is so even 


now, though I do not say it is so bad as | 


it was. The Royal Commission, there- 
fore, suggested the appointment of an 
advisory board. Properly to regulate 
the traffic of London it is necessary to 
extend the control for fifteen miles from 
Charing Cross in all directions. In that 
area there are, in addition to the London 
County Council, the county councils of 
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Middlesex, Essex, Kent; Surrey, and 
Hertfordshire, and numbers of subordi- 
nate parish authorities ; and it was for that 
reason that the Commissioners recom- 
mended an advisory board rather than 
a board with executive powers. 


Blame has been put upon the Govern- 
ment that they have not set up this traffic 
board. Iam rather-an enthusiast on the 
subject, having bestowed so much time 
and trouble upon it; but if it is to be 
done by legislation I am sure your 
Lordships will have some sympathy even 
with your adversaries on account of the 
handful of legislation we already have 
to deal with. Speaking for myself, I 
do not think it is essential that the 
traffic board should consist of two or 
_ three, or four or five, persons absolutely 
‘nominated for the purpose with no 
other work. I think such a_ board 
| might consist of nominated representa- 
tives of the Home Office, the Board 
of Trade, and the Local Government 
Board, who should be directed to co- 
operate and devote a large part of their 
time to the work, and to whom the 
Committees of Parliament could, if they 
liked, look for advice and guidance. 


The Royal Commission had evidence 
that the solution of the housing difficulty 
in London depends upon the solution of 
the traffic difficulty. Mr. Charles Booth 
told us that it was the only way in which 

the housing question could be settled. 
I will not go so far as to say that; but 
I am quite certain that it cannot be 
effectively settled without a very large 
extension of locomotive facilities in 
| London. We had most interesting evi- 
dence on that point, and came to a 
unanimous decision in regard to that part 
of our Report. Taking London as a 
circle, over-crowding on the basis of two 
in a room is less at the circumference, 
but at the centre so enormous is it that 
it is a disgrace to our civilisation. In- 
deed, unless we put our hands to this 
work for the purpose of finding a remedy 
_we have no longer a right to call our- 
selves a really civilised people, such are 
the infamous conditions resulting from 
overcrowding. 


The method of relief seems to be 
indicated by a further fact—namely, that 
it is impossible in the central parts of 
London to get land for workmen’s dwell- 
ings upon economic terms. Take the 
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case of the Ilolborn to Strand improve- 
ment, which has been recently carried 
out, and opened by His Majesty. I can- 
not carry the whole of the figures in my 
mind, but I am pretty certain that I am 
within a very small percentage when I 
tell your Lordships what the figures 
were. The cost of getting the land for 
the purpose of re-housing on the spot 
those who were displaced by the improve- 
ment was about £200,000. The London 
County Council were obliged to write 
that down at £44,000 and to charge the 
whole of the remaining £156,000 upon the 
rates. They wrote it down in order that 
they might be able, on that reduced expen- 
diture on paper, to charge rents which it 
was possible for artisans to pay, and even 
then the rents worked out as high as 
10s. for acouple of rooms. That has been 
the history of every attempted improve- 
ment in the central part of London by 
the London County Council and their 
predecessors. 


Experience shows that you cannot 
re-house in the central parts of London 
except at a great cost to the rates; in 
other words, the rents are being partly 
paid out of the rates. There is no escape 
from it. It is no good thinking = can 
re-house in the central parts of London. 
Believe me, you cannot do it. On the 
other hand, the housing schemes—they 
are not very many—which the London 
County Council have undertaken outside 
London can be carried out upon economic 
terms; they can buy the land at from 
£300 to £500 per acre, build, and let at 
rents which will repay them economi- 
cally. But adequate means of locomotion 
are wanted to get the people there. It 
has been proved that wherever locomotion 
facilities are given the people will im- 
mediately follow. 


I have only indicated in the roughest 
way and in the shortest space the relation 
between this terrible housing problem on 
the one hand, and the question of loco- 
motion facilities on the other; and I am 
sure that when my noble friend Lord 
Ribblesdale spoke as he did just now with 
a great deal of feeling, and perhaps some 
warmth, he had in his mind what was 
proved before us—the vital importance of 
this question of locomotion in London in 
order to settle the housing difficulty. The 
question of locomotion is vital for the 
very health of the City, to save the City 
from being throttled—I do not mean in 


Lord Loreburn. 
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the business sense. The people should 
not be throttled by being kept in vile, 
uninhabitable dens in the centre of 
London. But all this is really a municipal 
work. I have always been a supporter 
of the London County Council, and [ 
regret that my noble friend on my left 
seemed to think that the tramways were 
not a wise enterprise on the part of the 
London County Council. 


Lorp MONTAGU or BEAULIEU: 
I did not mean that. I welcome the 
tramways as a part solution. 


*THe LORD CHANCELLOR: I am 
glad to hear the noble Lord say that. 
The tramways of London have been a 
blessing to hundreds of thousands of the 
population, while nothing could have 
been better than the linking up of 
different parts and sections by which 
their usefulness has been doubled. I say 
that this is largely municipal work, and 
that the London County Council have 
done splendid service in connection with 
this subject. I am not speaking now 
in reference to the forthcoming election 
—I have not had time to follow the 
various controversies. But I say we ought 
to do everything we can to support the 
municipality, whether Moderate or Pro- 
gressive, or any other, in pushing 
forward the means of locomotion in 
London so as to enable the people 
to get in and out with facility. This 
is not a thing in which the Govern 
ment can do much, and I hope the new 
County Council will fairly consider the 
subject as citizens of London, and co- 
operate with His Majesty's Government 
in finding a solution of the difficulty. I 
am not sure that all I have said in the 
latter part of my observations have had a 
very strict bearing on the particular 
Question asked by the noble Lord, but 
I think it has a relation to it, and | feel 
as strongly as any man the enormous im- 
portance of this question of London traffic. 


*THE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, we have all listened with 
deep interest to the observations which 
have fallen from the noble and learned 
Lord on the Woolsack, who addressed us 
this evening, not only with all the 
authority attaching to his position in 
this House, but with the special experi- 
ence and knowledge which belong to him 
as a member of the Royal Commission. 
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I de not think that the greater part 
of his remarks were of a nature to 
which my noble friend who introduced 
this subject, or my noble friend Lord 
Montagu, have any reason to take 
exception. 


The noble and learned Lord admitted 
freely the necessity of establishing a 
well-informed and instructed body for 
the purpose of advising Parliament, and 


advising the great public departments | 


who are concerned in these questions, 
and he dwelt upon the extremely com- 
plex nature of the problem and upon the 
circumstances which render London an 
infinitely more difficult city to deal 
with than many other great cities 
with which we are familiar; of course, 


the more complex the problem the more | 


urgently necessary it is that there should 
besome expert body capable of giving us 
the kind of advice which a traffic board 
would be able to give. The nobie 
Lord who spoke first on behalf of 
the Government admitted the magnitude 
of the question, but thought it was one 
which it was necessary to deal with 
with very great caution. 
shall not dispute that, although some of 
us may perhaps think that if His 
Majesty’s Government could have shown 
a little more courage in dealing 
with this question and a little more 
caution in dealing with certain other 
questions, the result might have been 
more satisfactory. That is the reply 
which I should venture to make to 
the noble and learned Lord when he 
appeals to us for indulgence on the 
ground that His Majesty’s Government 
have already what he spoke of very appro- 
priately as a handful of legislation. I 
think it is a handful of legislation, and | 
think His Majesty's Government are 
likely to find their hands extremeiy full 
before the session is over. 


The noble Lord who spoke on behalf 


of the Government said that this ques- | 


tion required legislation, and that for this 


reason some delay was inevitable. But | 


what I should like to point out is that the 
Royal Commission recommended the 
appointment of an expert board of this 
kind rather by way of a preliminary step 
for the purpose of clearing the ground 
and informing public opinion before these 
great problems are dealt with by Parlia- 
ment. On page 99 the Commission give 
examples of the kind of questions on 


{28 Feprvary 1907} 


We certainly | 


Traffic. 198 


|which the board might be specially 
| required to report: they say— 
| The following are examples of other impor- 
| tant questions on which the Board might be 
| specially required to report, and on some of 
| which we think it should report :—(1) The 
| improvement of the main roads leading out of 
| London; (2) The Building Laws as affecting 
| districts not yet built over within the area of 
|*Greater London.’ The revision and amend- 
ment of the laws regulating the breaking up of 
| the streets; and (4) The consolidation and 
amendment of the laws atfecting traffic.” 
Those are all extremely difficult and 
intricate questions, and the point which 
I desire to make is that, if they are to 
be dealt with at some future time, the 
_ kind of report which the Commission hope 
| to get from this traffic board is a most 
‘important and, I might almost say 
essential, preliminary step in order that 
Government may be supplied with the 
facts upon which to base the policy which 
they will here after adopt. 


We are naturally tempted to ask, 
How long is this period of caution to 
last? How long is this caution to be 
maintained? In the meanwhile the 
state of things which my noble friend 
behind me so well described, is becoming 
more and more serious. With every 
year that passes the congestion of traffic 
becomes greater. I think I am right in 
saying that the Commissioners report 
that in many of the most busy parts of 
London vehicular traffic during the 
greater part of the day cannot move at 
a greater pace than four-and-a-half miles 
an hour. If time means money, what 
a loss of money alone that great delay 
must involve! Then there is the ques- 
tion of the pulling up of the roadways, 
about which some of my noble friends 
_ spoke feelingly. I speak rather feelingly 
about it too, for I live in a particular 
corner of London immediately adjoining 
the house of the noble Duke the Duke of 
Devonshire, and I do not think I exag- 
gerate when I say that there is not one 
month in the twelve in which the roadway 
at this point is not being excavated by 
| marauders of one description or another. 
By whose authority they go there I do 
not know, but as fast as one gang dis- 
appears it is replaced by another, who, 
as the thoroughfare is a -very narrow 
one, succeed in obstructing it completely, 
making a voyage upon wheels in that 
| direction a matter of considerable peril. 
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The noble and learned Lord spoke with 


eloquence and feeling upon the question 
of the housing of the working classes 
which is bound up with the present 
condition of things. He referred to it as 
a disgrace to civilisation. Well, my Lords, 
those are strong words. If it is a disgrace 
to civilisation, surely no time ought to be 
lost in taking at any rate the first step 
towards bringing about a better state 
of things. I only rose for the purpose 
of expressing my very earnest hope that 
His Majesty’s Government will address 
themselves seriously to the task. I 
believe I am right in saying that when 
they took office they found, in one of the 
public departments, the outline of a 
Bill which the late Government was 
engaged in preparing. I trust that 
they will pursue their investigations 
with no needless loss of time, and I add 
my hope that my two noble friends behind 
me will watch the case with attention 
and return to the charge at some future 
time. 


*Lorp STANLEY or ALDERLEY : 
My Lords, in venturing to address your 
Lordships in a debate of this sort one 
ought to produce some credentials, and 
the credentials I wish to produce are that 
I was a member of that important Com- 
mission on the Housing of the Poor on 
which His Majesty the King and the late 
Lord Salisbury served, and before whom 
many of the problems which are now 
being discussed by your Lordships came. 
The problems were urgent in 1884; 
they get more urgent every day, and I 
think that what most of your Lordships 
have said is true, that though the problems 
may be difficult they ought not to be 
postponed. It is not in any sense a 
Party question, though it is a very 
controversial question. 


The same problem in a less acute 
form confronts us in all our great towns. 
As they grow there is the same centri- 
fugal force and the same necessity for 
opening up communication. While I 
quite agree with the noble and learned 
Lord on the Woolsack that the Local 
Government Board and the other Depart- 
ments might appoint experts to perform 
the functions of an advisory committee 
and assist the Committees of Parliamen’, 
yet I am quite satisfied that it is im- 


The Marquess of Lansdowne. 
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possible to deal with the question of 
locomotion and the development of 
traffic between the centre and circum- 
ference of great cities without legislation 
of a very important character. Most 
of tke Continental nations have that 
legislation. Power is granted to the 
local authorities to lay down a general 
and comprehensive plan regulating the 
formation of new streets and the out- 
skirts of a town. In this matter private 
rights are involved, and legislation con- 
sequently becomes a necessity. We cer- 
tainly want legislation which shall enable 
the growth of streets to be on some 
general plan, with some impartial official 
as arbitrator to award among the various 
building owners the fair charge of the 
streets; you must have a tribunal to 
award compensation equally and im- 
partially among them all, and I have not 
the slightest doubt that we must give 
power to deal with building estates if we 
really wish to see our towns grow 
properly and symmetrically. What the 
noble and learned Lord on the Wool- 
sack said of Paris was most interesting ; 
and I would remind your Lordships that 
after the Great Fire London lost her 
finest opportunity by the rejection of 
the proposals which Sir Christopher 
Wren brought before the Government of 
the day. 


While welcoming an advisory tribunal 
I have not the slightest doubt in main- 
taining that it would not be sufficient by 
itself to meet the necessities of the case. 
I quite agree that the body to deal with 
this question cannot be a representative 
body, elected from the various local 
authorities; for in that case you would 
have conflicting interests, and each repre- 
sentative would think he was there to 
hold a brief for his own locality. It is 
obvious that a body of this kind must be 
an independent body. I had a little ex- 
perience of the difficulties that arise in 
these matters when two years ago I was 
sent down by your Lordships to serve ona 
Commission in Glasgow to consider, 
inter alia, the extension of the tramways 
there. The City of Glasgow has done 
wonders in the matter of its trams; yet 
infinite trouble is caused through the 
jealousy of various neighbouring local 
bodies, and many concessions have _ to be 
made and opposition bought off because 
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there is no independent body to deal with 
the question of locomotion impartially and 
fairly for the whole district. 


Though the question is not a Party | 


question, it is one which raises many 
controversies; the interests of various 
persons are concerned, and therefore it 
is not a matter which, so far as legislation 
is involved, can be hurried through. 
These great interests, whether they be 
those of owners or of municipalities, will 
demand to be heard and will be heard at 
length. Therefore, to deal with the 
question as a whole is not a light or an 
easy matter. But itis, I think, a pressing 
matter. I think nobody can have studied 
the question of the housing of the poor 
in our great towns without seeing that the 
essential solution is, as far as possible, by 
easy means of locomotion to place people 
in less congested areas and to enable 


them to get rapidly to and from their | 


work. It isa curious thing, but you find 
in all the great towns on the Continent as 
wellasin England that the greatest con- 
gestion of population is not absolutely at 
the very heart of the town; there the 
property becomes so valuable for business 
purposes that it ceases to be residential ; 
it is half a mile round the heart that vou 
get the circle of congestion. Serious 


difficulties have arisen from the attempts | 


to rehouse where the price of the sites is 
prohibitive, and I am convinced that 
future sites for housing schemes will have 
to be selected in districts where land can 
be obtained at a reasonable figure. I 
hope your Lordships will endeavour to 
promote a public opinion which shall lead 
to very prompt action, first of all within 
the limits which may be possible without 
legislation, and at an early date by some 
well-considered scheme which the force of 
both Parties will carry through against 
all opposition. 


*Toe LORD ARCHBISHOP er CAN- 
TERBURY: My Lords, I should like to 


say a few words in support of what has | 


been said by the noble Lord who has just 
sat down. After the forcible descrip- 
tion which the noble and learned Lord on 
the Woolsack gave of the present state of 
affairs as a disgrace to civilisation in 
some of its particulars, I feel sure that the 
Government cannot rest content with 


the somewhat nebulous promises which | 
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have been held out on their behalf. It 
was my lot, as Bishop of Rochester, tol ve 
for seve:al years in a small house in 
a crowded district of South London, and 
to be daily and nightly conversant with 
the problems that arise both as to traffic 
and housing; and I desire to emphasise 
in the strongest way what the noble and 
learned Lord said as to the impossibility 
of separating the two questions of hous- 
ing and traffic. 


It is true that in London the area of 
the greatest crowding is moving away 
from the central region, though it still 
exists there on a large scale, and until we 
have enabled the problem of the housing 
of workers to be dealt with more satis- 
factorily by giving grea ‘er facilities in the 
way of traffic arrangements, we shall really 
not even have entered upon the solution of 
that most complicated and difficult 
question. Those who live on the roads 
of traffic leading from the poorest parts 
of the metropolis, as I do, and are able 
day by day to see the difficulties of those 
who have to journey to tie centre and 
how they are being grappled with, can 
realise the intimate connection of these 
two questions. It is a melancholy fact 
that London is behind almost every}large 
city on the Continent as regards the 
laying out of new streets. The deliberate 
system whereby an elaborated plan has 
to be approved for the laying out of a 
new area in a town, though familiar 
elsewhere in Europe, is unknown to us. 
Nothing could be more deplorable either 
esthetically or from the point of view of 
health than the miserable, monotonous 
rows of long, ugly, mean streets which are 
growing up all round London in a way 
which would be absolutely impossible in 
the case of many large cities on the Con- 
tinent. Germany, Austria, Switzerland, 
Holland, Denmark are all far ahead of us 
in this respect. The fact that we 
are at this time of day allowing the hous- 
ing of the growing population to take the 
form it is taking, is a marvel to those who 
are familiar with the way in which other 
cities, to which London is admirably 
fitted to be a rival and an example, are 
laid out. 


I earnestly hope that the discussion 
this afternoon will go far to remedy the 
apathy that exists on this matter and that 
it will lead His Majesty’s Government to 
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look into the subject with a view to legisla- 
tion, if the crowd of legislation which is at 
present before them should some day be 
so relieved as to allow of the introduction 
of a measure which will remedy what the 
Lord Chancellor called a crying disgrace 
to the metropolis. Buta great deal, as he 
has told us,can be done without legislation, 
and if that is so, let His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment find time for seeing what can be 
done in that way. They have before 
them a problem of extraordinary magni- 
tude. The fact that London now con- 
tains 500,000 more people in it than 
were contained in the whole of England 
and Wales in the days of Queen Anne, 
ought to make every one realise the 
difficulties that have to be faced, and I 
trust that the afternoon’s debate will 
go far to stimulate any laggards upon 
whom responsibility for the task may lie. 


*THe Eart or CREWE: My Lords, I) 


do not want to prolong this debate, but 
perhaps it is right that I should say 
one or two words. I think the noble 


Lord opposite is to be congratulated | 


on having initiated a very interesting 
debate on an extremely important sub- 
ject, and I do not think the House need 
at all complain if the debate has some- 
what wandered from the question of 
London traffic into the very closely allied 
question of the housing of the poor. 


I can assure the House that the Govern- 
ment by no means underrate the import- 
ance of this question, or the remarkable 
services that were rendered by that Com- 
mission of which so much has been said. 
I am afraid my noble friend behind me 
considered that their very arduous 
labours had not been sufficiently con- 
sidered, but I think that the speech of my 
noble and learned friend who was himself 
a distinguished member of that Com- 
mission shows that any complaint on that 
score is not well founded. We are thor- 
oughly grateful for the work which those 
gentlemen did, and we are prepared to 
give the very closest consideration to the 
matter. It is perfectly true that in this 


matter London has to be dealt with as a 
whole—London in the largest sense, in- 
cluding its outskirts; and it is very 
possible that the appointment of a 
traffic board, or something like it, may 
prove to be one way of “solving the | 


The Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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question ; but, of course, there are other 
ways. 
| A great deal has been said about 
yermany. In Germany, as I daresay 
many of your Lordships are aware, ex- 
pert knowledge is obtained in a different 
way. There the mayor and the deputy 
mayor—the burgomaster and his subor- 
ninate—are permanent paid officers and 
|study these things. Men of the very 
highest distinction are perfectly willing 
to give the whole of their lives, because 
they are appointed very often for seven 
or ten years and then reappointed, to 
| the study of these questions. I am fully 
in accord with what the most rey. 
Primate has said as to the admirable 
way in which the Germans lay out their 
‘towns; but I must remind the House 
‘that if we had that kind of thing here, 
| it would involve an interference with the 
rights of private owners which would 
_go far beyond anything that so far 
‘anv British Government has ventured to 
| suggest. In Germany no man can lay out 
‘any part of the outskirts of a town 
| without not only submitting his plans 
'for approval to the local authority, but 





absolutely having to take their plans and 
|lay ou‘ the land in the way which they 
| prescribe. 
| the faintest objection to seeing a similar 
| rule obtain in England, but it certainly 
| would 
|central authority with rights of private 
|owners to which, unfortunately as I 


Personally I should have not 


involve an interference by a 


think, we are not in this country entirely 
used. 


One point occurs to me on the question 
of the supposed delay which we are 
showing in dealing with this matter. 
It is that, however many _ experts 
vou may get to advise you on matters of 
this kind, public opinion is not stable. 





For instance, tube railways were once 
| talked of as the ultima ratio in the solu- 
‘tion of the traffic problem. Everything 
was going to be settled by means of tube 
railways. But, if I remember the Report 
of the Commission correctly, tube rail- 
ways received rather faint praise in that 
document. That, I think, shows that 
there is something to be said for pro- 
ceeding with considerable caution in this 
matter. Even though you may collect 








a body of experts they may advocate a 
particular kind of locomotion which may 
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not recommend itself to those interested 
in the problem a few years hence. As 
a'matter of fact, there is a a tube railway 
authorised from one side of Hyde Park 
to the other, but at present it does not 
seem to be worth the promoters’ while 
to make it. 


There is one tube railway which I 
have always regarded with great interest ; 
it has just been opened, or is about to 
be opened—the tube from Charing Cross 
to Hampstead. I am personally in- 
terested in it because I happened to be 
the first chairman of an enterprise known 
as the Hampstead Garden Suburb, which 
I am glad to say is now capably pre- 
sided over by Mr. Alfred Lyttelton. 
That is one of those attempts towards 
the solution of this problem by buying 
land in large blocks, and consequently 
buying it cheaply, and laying it out as 
attractively as possible with houses of 
different kinds to suit different purses and 
different tastes. The possibility of utilis- 
ing that large estate of between 200 and 
300 acres entirely depended on the fact 
that a tube railway would have a station 
at one endofthe estate. That, I think, 
is an instance of how closely the question 
of locomotion is bound up with the 
question of housing. 


The noble Marquess opposite made 
rather merry with our frank admission 
that we have a good deal of legislation 
on hand. I do not grudge him any 
satisfaction which his humour may derive 
from that fact. We frankly admit 
the fact. We do think that, after ten 
years of Opposition, holding the views 
we do, we have considerable arrears to 
make up. We do not attempt to deny 
the fact, and therefore we cannot under- 
take in one session or in two sessions to do 
a great many things which we should 
like to do and which ultimately we hope 
todo. But I am bound to say that I am 
inclined to traverse one statement which 
has been made on this particular question. 
I do not think that the traffic problem 
—I say nothing about the problem of 
housing—is urgent in the sense that 
matters are getting worse. If anything, 
I am inclined to believe that with the 
opening of the tube railways and the 
extension of and linking up the London 
tramway system matters are, on the 


whole, although I do not say they are 


{28 Fepruary 1907} 








in India. 206 


satisfactory, rather better in the last 
year or two than for five or six years 
past. In these circumstances, although 
not denying the general urgency of the 
question, we may plead the greater 
urgency of other matters with which we 
have to deal. 


Motion, by leave of the House. with- 
drawn. 


GOVERNMENT PROPERTY IN INDIA. 

*Lorp KINNAIRD: My Lords, I beg 
to ask His Majesty’s Government whether, 
in view of the trustees of a charitable 
property at Simla, India, belonging to 
the Young Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion, having suddenly received notice 
that the Government intend to acquire 
this property against the wishes of the 
trustees under the powers of the Land 
Acquisition Act, and considering the 
increased number of properties held in 
India for charitable purposes, there is 
sufficient protection for such property 
that it shall not be unnecessarily acquired 
by the Government; and further, to 
ask His Majesty’s Government to lay on 
the Table a statement of the different 
methods by which private or trust 
property may be compulsorily acquired 
in cantonments and elsewhere in India. 


In 1904 the Young Women’s Christian 
Association in India acquired a house at 
Simla. That property had been for three 
vearsin the market, and could have been 
secured by the Government if they had 
wanted it for any purpose. The Associ- 
ation acquired it subject to a lease, and 
were much surprised in November last to 
see a notice in the newspaper that under 
the Land Acquisition Act the Government 
proposed to acquire the property. Of 
course, it is not for one moment contended 
that any body should stand in the wavy of 
the public need, but the Association fail to 
see how the property within so short a 
time can have become so urgently 
requisite for Government purposes. A 
sum of over £3,000 had been collected 
with very great difficulty, partly in India 
and partly in England, for this purpose 
but mainly by one charitable lady in this 
country, who naturally feels very strongly 
in this matter, and the contention is that 
there is no public need necessitating the 
taking away ofthis trust property. Tam 


H 2 








207 


told that the Act which was passed for 
land acquisition was not intended to be 
of very wide application, and was cer- 
tainly not meant to give power for 
charitable property to be taken simply at 
the wish of certain under-officials. But 
at anv rate we think that if this property 
is taken, the Government might under 
the same powers by which they take our 
property, acquire somebocy else’s for us 
and make an exchange, as is some- 
times done in other cases. so that the 
girls for whom the building was leased 
may not be dispossessed. It is not the 
rupees that the Association want; they 
want the house, and they cannot get 
another at Simla. The house is near that 
part of Simla where the girls are em- 
ployed, and it is also used as a con- 
yalescent home for English girls and 
women in India. Therefore it seems to 
us that unless there is a real public need 
shown the property should not be taken. 
Since I gave notice of this Question I 
have received a letter from one of our 
hospitals for women in India, the writer 
of which states— 


Government Property 


“We are much agitated at present because 
the Government are taking, in the most off- 
hand way, all the land they want for their 
hospital accommodation. The other day 
Colonel] — made a most easy suggestion that a 
man’s hostel might be planted on our ground, 
and I think it is quite possible that unless 
something is done this may be carried out in a 
short time.” 


I mention that to show the danger of 
giving the authorities power to take the 
property of private people, not to meet 
a public demand, but because it is con- 
venient. I hope it is not too late for the 
Government to ask for more information. 
I am told the difficulty is that, having 
passed this Ordinance, they cannot get out 
of it very well, although they admit the 
hardship. think the Government might 
render valuable help by asking that the 
matter should be further considered. 
The notice of compulsory acquisition was 
given in November, when all the mem- 
bers of the Committee had left Simla for 
Calcutta. They are still away, but, not- 
withstanding this fact, the inquiry is to be 
held on March 3rd. I venture to think 
your Lordships will agree that, unless a 
public need is really shown, it is rather 
hard that these young women should have 
their home taken away from them, and 
the Association left without the possi- 


Lord Kinnaird. 
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bility of finding another place within their 
means. 


Ear. BEAUCHAMP: My Lords, if 
I were to answer the Question of the 
noble Lord in detail I should detain your 
Lordships at an extreme length, because 
it would be necessary for me to explain 
the provisions of the law in India relating 
to the acquisition of property. I hope 
it will be sufficient if I deal with the 
particular case which the noble Lord 
himself has mentioned, and touch rather 
briefly upon the general law dealing with 
the subject as a whole. The main facts 
outlined by the noble Lord are not, I 
think, in dispute. The house in question 
is quite close to some of the public offices 
of the Government of India, and has been 
rented for a great many years by them 
as an observatory. There was an oppor- 
tunity of buying the land itself in 1905 
on behalf of the Government, but as 
other buildings were being erected on 
an adjacent site it was not thought 
necessary. Opportunity was then taken 
by the organisation in which the noble 
Lord is interested to buy the house. 
Subsequently the Government of India 
became enlarged, and therefore further 
office accommodation became necessary. 
I can assure the noble Lord that there 
is no personal reason for the acquisition 
of this property. The property is re- 
quired for the extension of the Govern- 
ment oftices. 


*LorD KINNAIRD: | cannot see how 
this house could have been used as an 
observatory, as it is at the bottom of a 


hill. 
Eart BEAUCHAMP: I understand 


that it was used as a meteorological 
office, and I daresay for that purpose 
it would be equally efficient at the bottom 
of a hill. Again, it is not unlikely that 
there are scientific offices connected 
with it for which the site is perfectly 
convenient. Your Lordships will *see 
at once that this is a matter upon which 
the Government on the spot must be 
trusted. It is not really possible, in a 
matter of this kind, for the Secretary of 
State to intervene or to try to put 
pressure of any sort upon the Viceroy 
or the Government of India. I may 
sav, however, on behalf of the Secretary 
of State that he has already expressed 
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his sympathy with the trustees and his 
wish to find a modus vivendi if possible. 
Communications have been addressed 
to Lord Minto, and it is not impossible 
that some arrangement will be arrived 
at, but in a place of the character of 
Simla it is a matter of necessity that the 
Government should have the first claim 
on the site. The Secretary of State 
quite realises that the association may 
be placed in a position of considerable 
inconvenience if the compulsory acquisi- 
tion is proceeded with, and there is very 
little doubt that the Government of 
India will give the matter every possible 
consideration. Upon the general ques- 
tion of acquisition of land, the Govern- 
ment of India will be asked to prepare a 
document showing the state of the law, 
but I hope the noble Lord will be satis- 
fied with a copy, and will not think it 
necessary to have it printed and cir-| 
culated. 

*Lorp KINNAIRD: I shall be quite 


satisfied with that, and I beg to thank 
the noble Earl for his sympathetic reply. 











House adjourned at a quarter 
before Seven o’clock, to Mon- 
day next, a quarter before 
Eleven o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, 28th February, 1907. 
The House met at a quarter before 


Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 





| 
en | 
PRIVATE BILLS (STANDING ORDER 62) 
COMPLIED WITH). 
Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table) 
Report from one of the Examiners of| 
Petitions for Private Bills, That, in| 
the case of the following Bills, referred 
on the First Reading thereof, Standing 
Order No. 62 has been complied with, 
viz. :—Gas Companies (Removal of Sul- 
phur Restrictions) Bill; Mitcham and 
Wimbledon District Gas Bill. 


Ordered, That the Bills be read a 

second [time. 

PRIVATE BILL PETITIONS [LORDS] 
(STANDING ORDERS NOT COM- 


PLIED WITH). 
Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table 
Report from one of the, Examiners 
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of Petitions for Private Bills, That, in 
the case of the Petition for the following 
Bill, originating in the Lords, the Standing 
Orders have not been complied with, 
viz. :—Barnsley, Wombwell, and Wath 
Tramways. 

Ordered, That the Report be referred 
to the Select Committee on Standing 
Orders. 

Barry Railway Bill.—“ To enable the 
Barry Railway Company to construct 
new railways and waterworks; and for 
other purposes,” presented, and read 
the first time; and referred to the 
Examiners of Pe itions for Private Bills. 

Rawtenstall Corporation Bill.—“ To 
authorise the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Burgesses of the Borough of Rawtenstall 
to construct and work tramways and 
to provide and work omnibuses; to 
confer further powers upon them in 


i relation to their electricity and market 


undertakings; to authorise them to 
construct a street work, and to acquire 
lands, and to make further provision 
with regard to the health, local govern- 
ment, and improvement of the borough 
of Rawtenstall ; and for other purposes,” 
presented, and read the first time; 
and ordered to be read a second time. 


South Eastern and London, Chatham 
and Dover Railways Bill.—‘* To extend 
the time for the compulsory purchase of 
lands and for the completion of works 
for the South Eastern and London 
Chatham and Dover Railways; and to 
authorise the raising of additional capital 
by the South Eastern Railway Company ; 
and for other purposes,” presented, 
and read the first time; and referred 


| to the Examiners of Petitions for Private 





Bills. 
PETITIONS. 

EDUCATION (PROVISION OF MEALS) 
(SCOTLAND) BILL 

Petition from Edinburgh, against ; 


to lie upon the Table. 
RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 1888. 
Copy presented of Orders made by the 
various County and County Borough 
Councils in England and Wales under 
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Section 57 of the Act, as confirmed by the 
Local Government Board [by Act]; to 
lie upon the Table. 
IRISH LAND COMMISSION 
INGS.) 
Copy presented, of Return of Proceed- 
ings during the month of January, 1907 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 
BANKRUPTCY COURTS (IRELAND). 
Annual Returns presented, of the 
Official Assignees of the Court of Bank- 
ruptcy in Ireland and the Local Courts, 
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Belfast and Cork, for the year 1906 [by | 


Act]; to lie upon the Table. 
RAILWAY, ETC., BILLS. 

Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered 27th February; Mr. Lloyd- 
George]; to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 57.] 

LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANIES. 

Copy presented, of Statements of Ac- 
counts, and of Life Assurance and An- 
nuity Business and Abstracts of Actuarial 
Reports, deposited with the Board of 
Trade during the year ended 31st Decem- 
ber, 1906 [by Act]; to lie upon the Table, 
and to be printed. [No. 58.] 

PIERS AND HARBOURS (PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS). 

Copy presented, of Report by the 
Board of Trade of their Proceedings under 
The General Pier and Harbour Act, 1861, 
and the General Pier and Harbour Act 
(1861) Amendment Act, Session 1907 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 59.] 

SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904. 

Copy presented, of Order made by the 
Council of the City of Cardiff, and con- 
firmed by the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, fixing the Hours of 


Closing for certain classes of Shops within | 


the Riverside and Canton Wards of the 
City [by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 
ARMY (ORDNANCE FACTORIES 
ESTIMATES, 1907-8). 

Estimate presented, of the sum re- 
quired for the year ending 3lst March, 
1908, to defray the Expense of the 
Ordnance Factories [by Command]; _re- 
ferred to the Committee of Supply, and to 
be printed. [No. 60.] 


ALIENS (NATURALISATION). 


Address for ‘‘ Return showing the 
names of all Aliens to whom Certificates 
of Naturalisation have been issued and 
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| whose Oaths of Allegiance have, between 
the Ist day of January, 1906, and the 
3lst day of December, 1906, been 
registered at the Home Office, giving the 
country and place of residence of the 
person naturalised, and including informa- 
tion as to any Aliens who have, during 
the same period, obtained Acts of 
Naturalisation from the Legislature (in 
continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 93, of Session, 1906).”—(Mr. Herbert 
Samuel.) 

DAIRIES, COWSHEDS, AND MILKSHOPS 

(REGULATIONS. ) 

Return ordered, “showing (a) the 
names of the Councils of boroughs and 
urban and rural districts who have made 
Regulations under the Dairies, Cowsheds, 
and Milkshops Order of 1885; and ()) 
the number of Councils of each class who 
have not made any such Regulations.” — 


(Dr. Rutherford.) 


| 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 
Evicted Portnagaran Fisherman. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): To 
ask the Secretary for Scotland whether 
he is aware that Norman Macdonald, 
joiner and fisherman, Portnagaran, Island 
of Lewis, finding that the house which jhe 
occupied on the Matheson estate was 
insanitary, built a substantial stone 
dwelling from which he, his wife, family, 
and infant grand-children were evicted 
during the winter; and, seeing that 
possession of the dwelling was regained 
by a daughter during Macdonald’s absence 
from the district, will he explain why he 
has been ordered to appear before the 
sheriff for breach of interdict. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) The in- 
|formation which I have received is as 
follows :—Norman Macdonald, joiner, 
Portnagaran, occupied, since March, 1889, 
a house, formerly a store, at a rent of £1. 
He let one end of it to another man, but 
failed to pay his own rent. Without any 
application to the estate he, in 1903, 
proceeded to build a house on the crofter’s 
common grazing, in contravention of the 
'Crofters’ Act. Before the house was 


| roofed it was discovered by the ground 
officer, and Macdonald was interdicted. 
Subsequently it was found that he had 
completed it and occupied it, and on 
15th March, 1905, he was brought before 
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the sheriff for breach of interdict, and 
fined 10s. or four days, with 21s. expenses. 
The fine of 10s. was paid. In autumn, 
1905, it was found that Macdonald had 
again occupied the house, and he was 
tried for breach of interdict on 4th July, 
1906, and fined £5 or thirty days, with 
£3 6s. expenses. After ten days Mac- 
donald was released on payment of the £5. 
He was ejected from the house, and went 
to reside with his family in a barn or a 
croft in the same district. On 17th 
January, 1907, he was again found in 
occupation of the house, and also he was 
assisting another man to erect a house in 
contravention of the Act. He was served 
with complaint for breach on 23rd 
January. About a week later he removed 
himself to the house he had formerly 
occupied. On 21st February he appeared 
before the sheriff in answer to the citation 
served 23rd January, but as the solicitor 
in charge of the case failed to prove that 
Macdonald himself was in the house, 
and had omitted to include Macdonald’s 
family in the indictment, the case fell 
through, but Macdonald received a serious 
warning from the sheriff. It is not the 
case that Macdonald was evicted during 
the winter, nor that he was away from the 
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district. 


Tempo Postal Facilities. 

Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.): To ask the Postmaster- 
General if arrangements could be made 
to enable letters to be posted on the mail 
car running between Enniskillen and | 
Tempo, county Fermanagh, or to 
authorise the mail car driver to accept 
letters en route for posting at Enniskillen 
or Tempo: is he aware that there are 
very few post offices along this route 
and that delivery of letters to the mail 
car as it passes would be a very great 
convenience ; and, if he cannot see his 
way to have an open bag on the car, would | 
he authorise the driver, if willing, to 
accept letters for posting. 

(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) 
I have called for a Report on this subject, 
and will acquaint the hon. Member with 
the result. 


Threadneedle Street Telegraph Office. 

Mr. CREMER (Shoreditch, Hagger- 
ston): To ask the Postmaster-General 
whether he can state the date on which 
an official of the medical department 








Questions. 214 


jast visited the instrument room of the 
Threadneedle Street telegraph office for 
the purpose of reporting upon the ventila- 
tion; whether he can state the nature 
of that Report ; and whether, in view of 
the repeated complaints made by the 
staff, some steps may be taken to investi- 
gate the matter, with a view to remedying 
the defects. 

(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 
The office was last medically inspected in 
the summer of 1906. Steps were taken 
to improve the ventilation of the instru- 
ment room, and it was reported that the 
result is satisfactory. A complaint which 
has recently been received with regard to 
the heating referred also to the ventilation, 
and I have called for a further Report. 

Overtime by Threadneedle Street 
Telegraphists. 

Mr. CREMER: To ask the Post- 
master-General whether telegraphists at 
the Threadneedle Street office are com- 
pelled to perform overtime on account 
of clerical work, while the Department 
rewards them with time off in lieu ; 
whether the rule of the Post Office is that 
overtime is rewarded at the rate of a 
rate and a quarter paid in cash ; whether 
he is aware that, in August, 1906, a 
number of the staff petitioned the 
authorities asking to be awarded the 
usual compensation; and whether an 
answer can now be given to their appeal. 

(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 
The general rule is, and has been, that the 
amount of work expected from an officer, 
without overtime, is forty-eight hours a 
week, or forty-five hours allowing for meal 
relief; and, inasmuch as none of the 
officers concerned appear to have worked 
that amount, I should not be justified in 
paying for overtime. An answer to this 
effect has been conveyed to the memori- 
alists. Where overtime is performed the 
officer in question has the option of accept- 
ing pay or time off. 

Exports to the Philippine Islands. 

Mr. R. DUNCAN (Lanarkshire, Govan) : 
To ask the President of the Board 
of Trade if he can give the values 
of our exports from the United Kingdom 
to the Philippine Islands separately for 
the last ten years. sag 

% (Answered by Mr. Kearley.) The fol- 
lowing statement gives the information 
asked for by the hon. Member: ~ 
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Statement showing the value of merchandise exported from the United Kingdom 
to the Philippine Islands in each year from 1897 to 1906, inclusive, distinguishing 
the Exports of British and irish and of Foreign and Colonial Produce separately. 





Years. 








Btitish and Irish | 


Value of Merchandise Exported to the Philippine 


Islands. 


| 


| 
Foreign and | Total 








Produce. Colonial Produce. 
| £ £ £ 
1897 : : - . - | 400,264 23,869 424,133 
1898 : . . . - | 216,178 13,343 229,521 
1899 : : : : -| 413,043 25,592 438,635 
1900 . . . . -| 1,142,896 57,891 1,200,787 
1901 : : ‘ . - | 862,711 51,167 913,878 
1902 é . : . =f 813,620 40,872 854,492 
1903 . . . . - | 663,204 43,192 706,396 
1904 - - - . -| 1,414,942 119,206 1,534,148 
1905 : . . . . 2,130,850 299,110 2,429,960 
1906* —- ‘ . ; 1,527,122 36,132 1,563,254 





* Provisional figures, subject to rectitication. 
Note.—The particulars for each of the years from 1897 to 1904 include the value 
of the exports to Guam and other Ladrone Islands. Those for 1905 and 1906 


include exports to Guam. 
Army Horses and Motor Buses. 

Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, Owes- 
try): To ask the Secretary of State for 
War if he has any official information 
showing that the rapid increase in the 
number of motor omnibuses will largely 
increase the difficulty of finding horses 
for the artillery in time of war; and 
if so, what steps he proposes to take to 
meet it. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The London General Omnibus Company 
and the Road Car Company have now 
refused to have their horses registered, 
and therefore the increase in motor 
omnibuses in London does not directly 
affect the number of horses registered. 
It is, however, quite clear that the disuse 
of horses for omnibus traction generally 
must affect the number of horses avail- 
able for military purposes in the country. 
The whole question of the supply of 
horses in time of war is at the present 
time being very thoroughly considered. 


Army Horses. 

Mr. BRIDGEMAN: To ask the 
Secretary of State for War if he can state 
the number of horses bought for the 
Army, during the last year for which 





figures are available, in the United 
Kingdom, in Foreign Countries, and in 
British Possessions outside the United 
kingdom respectively. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The figures for the year 1905-6 were as 
follows— 


United Kingdom - - 3,145 
Foreign Countries - - - Nil 
British Possessions - - - 207 


Army Recruits from the Militia. 

Mr. FIENNES (Oxfordshire, Ban- 
bury): To ask the Secretary of State for 
War if he can state how many recruits 
have been enlisted into the Regular 
Army from the forty-six Militia bat- 
talions below 500 in strength during the 
past five years. 

(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The figures are as follows :—Number of 
men enlisted into the Regular Army 
during the last five years from those 
battalions which on Ist November, 1906, 
had a strength of under 500 officers and 
men. 

N.B.—It must be remembered that 
in several instances prior to the fore- 
going date the strength was over 500. 
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3rd 
3rd 
4th 
3rd 
4th 
3rd 
4th 


3rd 


[or 
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| 














Units. 1902, 1903. 1904. 1905. | 1906. Total. 
3rd Battalion Royal West Surrey -| 436 270 | 274 224 | 166 | 1,370 
aaa Royal Lancaster- -| 171 118 | 156 | 76, 44 565 
4th —,, = + « +f Ie) me | 137 | 72 | 43 530 
sd, Lincoln «- = - «= =] (5874) 58] 53 | 53-296 
4th 9 a = “ : 32 38 | 38 | 34 | 23 165 
3rd Fs Devon - - - 75 42 | 42 | 34 | 40 233 
Sth, ae oe Oke 67 35 | 48 | 53 | 38 241 
3rd es Somerset Light Infantry 89 77 | 55 | 57 | 45 323 
th . r -| 126 92; 68] 64] 54 394 
3rd = Cheshire - - -| 130 72) 741 41 | 58 375 
3rd - Royal Welsh Fusiliers 45 21 17 | 27 ! 16 126 
4th =, . ms ; 8 Se 13| 24 57 
4th a South Wales Borderers 18 16 24 6 | 10 74 
3rd —«,,_~—S- Gloucestershire - -| 154 143) 152] 140) 180) 769 
4th, . - -| 65. 46! 53| 33} 40, 237 
6th 3 Worcestershire - : 125 153 109; 95 | 93 575 
3rd a Duke of Cornwall’s 13 13 ll 7 | 47 61 
Light Infantry. | | 
3rd ‘a 3order—s- - - 59 | 24 | 8 | 13 119 
‘th ,, ‘ anu ie 6 wl 5B | ; 50 
3rd, «= Sussex «= - «2S S| (171-180; 152 | 4 | 148 765 
Sod (i«yg:«SCSCDorsett «Si; CSCO O29) 8 OT OB 363 
{th Oxford Light Infantry 72 76 46 | 28 | 47 | 269 
3rd ‘5 Nottinghamshire and 89 63, 93 | 67 | 62 374 
Derbyshire. | 
3rd ” Northamptonshire —- 129 170 131) 112 | 179 | 721 
3rd “ Royal Berkshire - -} 125 108 129 | 67 | 102; 531 
3rd - Shropshire Light In- 58 | 65 59 | 30 | 40 252 
fantrv. | 








4th 


5th 


3rd 
3rd 


3rd 


3rd 
3rd 


3rd 
4th 
5th 
8th 


3rd 
4th 
5th 
3rd 
4th 
3rd 
4th 
3rd 
6th 
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Units. 


1902. 





Battalion Shropshire Light In- 


” 


fantry. 


King’s Royal Rifle 


Corps. 
Wiltshire 
Royal Scots Fusiliers - 


King’s Own Scottish 
Borderers. 


Scottish Rifles 


Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders - - 


Inniskilling Fusiliers - 
” ” 


” ” 


King’s Royal Rifle 
Corps 


Royal Irish Fusiliers - 


Connaught Rangers 

” ” 
Leinster 
Munster Fusiliers - 


Dublin Fusiliers - 


Rifle Brigade - =| 


Total - - - 





1903. 1904. 
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1905. 


1906. Total. 





299| 20 49° 15| 17 ~~ 130 
17 | 29 19 6 29 100 
| 
139 | 150 181 126] 141 737 
38 | 38 36 32 46 190 
33| 36; 41; 28] 38 181 
115| 102; 94, 47/ 67: 4% 
| 63} 53 33) 47. 287 
| 
12 20 | 16 23 8 79 
33] 24} 51 20/ 17 145 
33/ 45] 31, 12] 36: 157 
43] 19 | 40 s| 2: ie 
83} 86| 70 35!| 33 307 
31/ 10; 20| 8| 16° 8 
s| 21 10 5 6 50 
31} 24 15) 16] 15 101 
23} 38) 20 27] 20. 128 
ok | 34; 35] 11: 127 
35} 39) 297 25] 93. 149 
55] 41! 87. 106} 94 383 
40; 30) 23; 21| 26: 140 
/ | 
| 
3,456 | 2,946 | 2,932 | 2,156 2,314 13,804 





| 








Colonies how many Chinese coolies there | 


Chinese Coolies in the Transvaal. 


1907; and how many there were there 
Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH : To ask | on the 1st May, 1906. 
the Under-Secretary of State for the | 


a 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) ,There 


were in the Transvaal on the Ist February, ' were 53,856 Chinese on 31st January, 
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last, and 49,832 on 30th April last. 
The official figures are not received for 
the first day of the month, but for the last. 


Jamaica Earthquake—Ruined Traders. 

Str SAMUEL SCOTT (Marylebone, 
W.): To ask the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, whether he is 
aware that numbers of traders in Jamaica 
have been totally ruined owing to the 
insurance companies not being liable 
to pay for damage caused by the earth- 
quake and fire resulting therefrom ; 
and whether the Government will give 
a grant from the Imperial Exchequer 
for the purpose of helping these traders 
to again start business. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) The mat- 
ter is receiving the earnes~ consideration 
of the Secretary of State, but I am not 
in a position to make a statement at 
present. 


Prolongation of British Patents. 

Mr. J. D. WHITE (Dumbartonshire) : 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Trade if he will state-how many British 
patents, which have been prolonged 
beyond the term of fourteen years, are 
still in force; and, in the case of each 
of such patents, what is the name of the 
patentee, the vear and number of the 
patent, and the date on which the period 
of prolongation will expire. 


(Answered by Mr. Kearley.) There 
are three such patents. No. 5,718 of the 
year 1883, granted to Illius A. Timmis 
and Stanley C. C. Currie, the period of 
prolongation of which will expire on the 
12th December, 1907; No. 15,159 of 
the year 1888, granted to J. C. Thompson, 
which will expire on the 22nd October, 
1909; and No. 8,700 of the year 1892, 
granted to C. F. Cross, E. J. Bevan, and 
C. Beadle, which will expire on the 7th 
May, 1911. 


German Patent Laws. 

Mr. J. D. WHITE: To ask the 
President of the Board of Trade if he 
can say what are the provisions of the 
German patent law as to the revocation 
of German patents on the ground that 
the patented articles are not manu- 
factured in Germany; and can he 
mention any recent instances in which 
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German patents have been revoked under 
these provisions. 


(Answered by Mr. Kearley.) Section 11 
of the German Patent Law of 7th April, 
1891, provides, inter alia, that: “ The 
patent can be revoked at the end of 
three years from the date of the official 
publication of the grant : (1) If the owner 
of the patent neglects to put the invention 
into practice within the realm to an 
adequate extent, or, at any rate, to do 
everything that is necessary to ensure 
such carrying out of the invention.” 
It appears from the Annual Reports of 
the German Patent Office that patents 
are revoked every year under these 
provisions. 


County Down Railway. 

Mr. J. MACVEAGH (Down, 8.): To 
ask the Secretary to the Board of Trade 
whether his attention has been called 
to the fact that the County Down 
Railway Company has discontinued first 
and second class accommodation between 
Belfast and Holywood and intermediate 
stations, except by a few trains daily, 
and have refused to issue third class 
subscribers’ tickets on the motor cars, 
thus compelling subscribers to pay at 
least second class fares and travel third 
class; and whether the Board of Trade 
will cause inquiries to be made in the 
matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Kearley.) The 
Board of Trade are in communication 
with the railway company in this matter 
and will inform the hon. Member of the 
result. 


Examinations for Apprentices and Boy 

ificers, 

Srrk ARTHUR BIGNOLD (Wick 
Burghs): To ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty in reference to the examination 
of apprentices and boy artificers in the 
Royal Navy advertised to be held in 
London, Portsmouth, Devonport, Chat- 
ham, Pembroke, Sheerness, and Cork, 
if he will invlude among the places at 
which the examinations are to take 
place the cities of Glasgow and Inverness, 
in order that Scotsmen may not be de- 
barred by distance from sharing in the 
competition. 
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(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) | Naval Stokers and Rifle Practice. 
As the regulations for the annualexamina-| Mr. BELLAIRS: To ask the Secre- 
tion in May next for dockyard apprentices tary to the Admiralty whether stokers 
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and boy artificers have been published, 
and the necessary arrangements made, 
no change can be made in the centres 
of examination this year, but the matter 
to which the hon. Member draws atten- 
tion will be considered before the 
examination in May, 1908. 


Naval Meat Supplies. 

Mr. HENNIKER HEATON (Canter- 
bury): To ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty, what quantity of meat was 
used by the Navy in 1905; from where 
was it obtained, distinguishing British, 


the Colonies, and Dependencies of the | 
Empire, and foreign countries respec- | 


tively ; and the cost or amount paid to 
each of those three divisions for the 
supplies. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 


It is presumed that the hon. Member’s | 


Question refers to fresh meat. The 
quantity used in the Royal Navy during 
the year ended 31st March, 1906, was 
20,115,500 pounds. The source of supply 
in any particular year depends upon the 
movements of His Majesty’s ships, as 
fresh meat is always obtained at the 
ports visited by them, and it would not 


be possible, without much labour, to | 


extract the information asked for in the 
latter part of the Question, as the official 
records do not distinguish the quantities 
bought in the United Kingdom, the 


ido rifle practice at the naval ranges ; 
; and, if so, whether the Board will take 
‘into consideration the desirability of 
| putting an end to the waste of time 
and money involved in making this 
branch of the Navy do work which is 
in no way connected with the engine- 
room duties for which they were entered. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund  Robert- 
son.) Stokers carry out rifle practice 
| when their services can be spared for 
| this purpose. It is not proposed to 
poet any change in this respect. 


Uganda Railway Expenditure. 

| Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury what 
lis the total capital sum that has been 
‘expended upon the construction and 
‘equipment of the Uganda Railway - 
what further sums have been provided by 
the taxpayers of the United Kingdom 
to meet losses incurred in ths working 
of the line; what is the annual sum 
chargeable to the line for interest on 
capital; and what is the total debt 
accumulated for unpaid interest; and 
whether he will arrange that in the 
}accounts of the railway annually pre- 
sented to Parliament, the full indebted- 
| ness of the line to the taxpayers of the 
| United Kingdom shall be clearly shown 
and the interest annually due upon that 
debt clearly stated. 


Colonies, and British Dependencies, from : 


those obtained in foreign countries. 


Rifles on Warships. 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : To ask 
the Secretary to the Admiralty whether 
rifles are ever used in warships for any 
other but drill purposes and landing 
parties; and whether the Board can 
see their way to reducing the number of 
men, other than marines, who endeavour 
to obtain proficiency in this weapon to the 
exclusion*of purely naval work. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) The 
total capital sum expended upon the con- 
struction and equipment of the Uganda 
Railway to the 3lst March, 1906, is 
£5,398,733 18s. 2d. The further sums 
“provided by the taxpayers of the United 
Kingdom to meet losses incurred in the 
working of the ine amounted to 
£107,461 5s. 3d. on the 31st March, 1905, 
since when there has been a profit on 


‘working. Nothing is chargeable to the 


line for interest, and there is no debt 
accumulated of unpaid interest. The 
funds for construction were borrowed from 


Rifles are used for musketry practice the Consolidated Fund, and are being 
in addition to the purposes mentioned. repaid by annuities charged on the Vote 
It is considered that the time devoted to for Colonial Services. A statement of 


obtaining proficiency in the use of the the annuities created to the end of 1904 
rifle is not too great. 


,was published in the Parliamentary 
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Paper (Cd. 2716) of 1905, and, as it 
accounts for £5,311,000 out of the total 
referred to above, it has not been thought 
necessary to publish any further state- 
ment. 


Poplar Union Medical Officers’ Salaries. 

Mr. KENDAL O’BRIEN (Tipperary, 
Mid.): To ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether inquiries 
have been made into the proposed in- 
creases of salaries to the outdoor medical 
officers of the Poplar Union ; if so, what 
were the reasons advanced for refusing 
such increases ; was a salary of £150 paid 
in one division of the union in 1900, 
though the number of persons entered on 
the medical register was only 1,050 ; and 
is a salary of £140 now being paid in the 
same division, while the number for the 
past twelve months is 3,152, showing a 
decrease of £10 in the salary, while the 
work has increased by more than 300 per 
cent. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) The 
Local Government Board considered the 
application made to them in this matter, 
but it appeared to them undesirable that a 
permanent increase should be made in the 
salaries of the officers referred to. I pre- 
sume that the particular case mentioned 
in the Question is that of the Bromley 
District of the union, the medical officer 
of which received a salary of £150 in 1900. 
According to statements supplied by the 
guardians the number of orders for medi- 
cal attendance in this district (excluding 
paupers on the permanent list) was 1,044 
in 1900 and 2,246 in 1906. A new officer 
was appointed for the district in 1901 at 
£130 per annum and his salary was in- 
creased in 1904 to £140 per annum. 


Married Women’s Poor Law Liabilities. 

Mr. L. HASLAM (Monmouth Boroughs): 
To ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether in view 
of the fact that the Court of King’s Bench 
held, on appeal, that a married woman 
with ample separate estate cannot be 
compelled to contribute towards the 
maintenance of her parent or parents, 
while a man under similar circumstances 
can be legally compelled to do so, he will 
introduce legislation to remove this 
inequality. 
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(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) As I 
have stated in reply to previous Questions, 
I have taken note of this point, but I 
cannot promise to introduce legislation 
on the subject at the present time. 


Vaccination Order. 

Mr. SUMMERBELL (Sunderland) : 
To ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether the Vaccination 
Order, promised on the 14th’ instant 
to be circulated in a few days, is now ready 
for publication ; whether such Order will 
take effect from the beginning of the next 
half-year, 25th March ; and whether, if 
such Order is to come into force on that 
date, he will cause it to be issued in good 
time for the boards of guardians through- 
out the country to consider its provisions 
and make their necessary arrangements. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) The 
Order is in an advanced state of prepara- 
tion, and will be issued as soon as prac- 
ticable. I will take care that there shall 
be a suitable interval between the date of 
its issue and that on which it comes 
into operation. 


Fishery Board Rates. 

Mr. LEWIS HASLAM: To ask the 
hon. Member for South Somerset, as 
representing the President of the Board 
of Agriculture, whether he will consider 
the advisability of introducing a Bill on 
the lines of the recommendation made by 
the late Royal Commission on Salmon 
Fisheries for the protection and preserva- 
tion of such fisheries, by which fishery 
boards may be empowered to levy a rate 
on fishery owners for that purpose. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
My noble friend hopes to introduce a Bill 
on the lines of the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries Bill of last session, which will 
enable effect to be given to the recom- 
mendations of the Royal Commission. 


Income-Tax Collection, 

Mr. RENDALL _ (Gloucestershire, 
Thornbury): To ask Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer whether Surveyors of Taxes 
and Income Tax Commissioners are 
authorised to ask individuals and firms 
for copies of their balance sheets, dis- 
closing their liabilities and capital, as 
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distinguished from and in addition to 
their trading or revenue accounts, and 
such information about plant as is usually 
furnished to enable them to arrive at a 
correct assessment. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) Taxpayers 
are not under obligation to disclose their 
balance sheets for the purpose of the 
making of an assessment upon them, and 
they may refuse to do so when asked. 
On the other hand there is nothing to 
prevent Surveyors of Taxes and income 
Tax Commissioners from asking for such 
information, and many individuals and 
firms are glad to supply it, as the best way 
of arriving at a fair assessment and of 
avoiding dispute. In the event of an 
appeal, Commissioners have power to 
demand full information. 


Severe Sentence on an Amritsar Syce. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary of 
State for India if he will cause inquiry to 
be made into the circumstances under 
which a syce in the service of Mr. Cason, 
magistrate of Amritsar, India, was re- 
cently subjected to a criminal prosecution 
for accidentally injuring his emploYer’s 
trap, and sentenced to six months’ rigor- 
ous imprisonment ; and will he state why 
so severe a penalty was imposed for an 
offence of this character. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) I 
have no information as to the case men- 
tioned. It is open to the accused to 
appeal to the proper court for a revision 
of his sentence. 


The Chowkidari Tax. 

Mr. WEIR: To ask the Secretary of 
State for India, having regard to the fact 
that the Chowkidari Tax, which is levied 
for the remuneration of village watchmen, 
presses heavily on the agriculturists of 
Bengal, will he state whether the Bengal 
(rovernment have yet reported as to the 
expediency of remitting the tax. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
The Answer to the Question is in the 
negative. 


Dublin Public Buildings. 
Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St, Patrick): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
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Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that the public buildings at Dublin, 
especially the Custom House, Four 
Courts, and Post Office, have been 
neglected for years past and require to be 
cleansed and renovated ; and whether he 
will cause expert inquiry to be made, and 
take measures to have those buildings 
suitably renovated. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) I have 
already informed the hon. Member that 
these buildings are in need of no struc- 
tural repair. Their cleansing, however 
desirable, is not a pressing need and 
should, in my opinion, be postponed to 
works of greater urgency which have to 
be provided for. I do not understand 
that the state of these buildings compares 
unfavourably with that of many public 
buildings in this country. 


College of Science, Dublin. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 
whether he is aware that a long period 
has elapsed since the plans of the College 
of Science, Dublin, and the College at 
Glasnevin were adopted and the money 
earmarked for immediate expenditure ; 
and, seeing that there is a dearth of em- 
ployment in the building trade in Dublin, 
whether he will arrange that the work 
should be commenced at once, and that 


Irish materials, including slates, shall 
be utilised. 
(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) 1am in- 


formed that the works in connection with 
the new College of Science were com- 
menced in March, 1905, and that the 
building will be completed to the level of 
the ground floor in a few weeks. Simi- 
larly, the building of the new residences 
for King’s scholars at Glasnevin are, I 
understand, rapidly approaching com- 
pletion. I have already answered 
numerous Questions about the building 
materials for the College of Science, to 
which I have nothing further to add 
except that, as flat roofs will be used, no 
slates will be required. The buildings at 


Glasnevin are not within the cognisance 
of the Board of Works, but there can 
obviously, at this stage, be no question of 





changing the materials. 
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Carrick-on-Shannon Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. THOMAS F. SMYTH (Leitrim, 
§.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, if the Estates 
Commissioners have received an applica- 
tion for reinstatement from Mrs. Eliza 
Noone, for her former holding at Kilty- 
earney, Carrick-on-Shannon, on the Row- 
ley estate, in county Leitrim; and if a 
Report will be made thereon. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners . have received Mrs. 
Noone’s application, and will have it 
inquired into in due course. 





Ballinamore Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. THOMAS F. SMYTH: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland, if he has received an applica- 
tion for reinstatement from Hugh Fox, 
Lisicairn, Ballinamore, on the McGovern 
and Harlison Estate, in county Leitrim ; 
and if an inspector will be sent to inspect 
the farm. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners have received the applica- 
tion, and have referred it to an inspector 
for inquiry and report. 


Drumsna Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. THOMAS F. SMITH: To ask the! 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant| 
of Ireland, if the Estates Commissioners | 
have received an application for reinstate- | 
ment from Mrs. Bridget Moran for her'| 
holding at Minkill, Drumsna, on the! 
Rowley estate, in county Leitrim; and| 
if the same will be considered. 


| 

(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates| 

Commissioners have received and _in-| 

vestigated Mrs. Moran’s application, and| 

have decided that, as the applicant! 

already possesses a sufficient farm, they 
will take no action in the matter. 


Cloone Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. THOMAS F. SMYTH: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland, if the Estates Commissioners 
have received an application for rein- 
statement from Thomas Fitzpatrick, Lis- 
gillock, Cloone, an evicted tenant on the 
Ruthven estate, in county Leitrim; and 
if steps will be taken to have him restored. | 
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(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners have not received an 
application from Thomas Fitzpatrick, 
but have received one from Rose Fitz- 
patrick, of Lisgillick, and this has been 
referred to an inspector for investigation. 


Cloonsherevagh Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. THOMAS F. SMYTH: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland, if the Estates Commissioners 
have received an application for rein- 
statement from Mrs. Jane M’Dermott for 
the farm which she formerly held at 
Cloonsherevagh, Carrick-on-Shannon, on 
the Hatley Manor estate, in county 
Leitrim ; and if an inspector will be sent 
to inspect the farm. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that they have 
received no application for reinstatement 
from Mrs. Jane M’Dermott. 


The Rowan Tributary. 

Mr. THOMAS F. SMYTH: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland, if he has received a petition from 
a number of tenants on the Crofton, 
estate, in the 
county Leitrim, and who resides in the 
Eslin drainage district, in Mohill union, 
with reference to having the Rowan tribu- 
tary, in the same district, cleaned, as, 
owing to its present condition, the crops 
of the tenants on the above estates are 
being continually flooded, and conse- 
quently they suffer great loss; and, if so, 
will he say what action he proposes to 
take in the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) The 
Board of Works inform me that they have 
no knowledge of the petition in question. 
If, however, any persons are aggrieved 
by reason of neglect on the part of the 
Eslin District Trustees to maintain the 
Works in the district their proper course 
is to write to the Board, who will give the 
matter full consideration. 


Mr. Robert Pearson’s Queen’s County 
Estate. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): To ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, whether 
he can state the grounds upon which a 
sum of £195 is retained by the Estates 
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Commissioners from Mr. Robert Pearson, 
Clonmore, Errill, Ballybrophy, Queen’s 
Younty, out of the purchase money of his 
sstate at Ballyquaid, near Ballybrophy, 
which he sold to the tenants under the 
Land Act of 1903. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that the pur- 
chase money of the estate referred to was 
distributed in August last, when a sum of 
£6 6s. was retained for costs. No further 
amount was retained. 


Labourers’ Cottages at Banbridge. 

Mr. J. MACVEAGH: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland, with reference to the scheme 
for the erection of twenty-four labourers’ 
cottages in the Banbridge Union, county 
Down, which was sanctioned after the 
Local Government Board inquiry of 
19th December, 1905, whether he can 
explain why an arbitrator has not been 
appointed, and what steps the Local 
Government Board is taking to expedite 
the appointment. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Local 
Government Board are unable to appoint 
an arbitrator until the rural district 
council make application to them for 
that purpose. The board have twice 
addressed the council on the subject, 
but the necessary application has not 
been received. A further communication 
is being sent to the council. 


Meenlaragh Port. 

Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland, whether the Irish 
Government and Congested Districts 
Board have received a memorial praying | 
for the improvement of the port of | 
Meenlaragh, or Phahalen, county Done- 
gal; and whether it is proposed to carry 
out the work in view of the importance 
of the herring fishery to the inhabitants 
of this district. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Irish 
Government received the memorial in 
question, and referred it to the Congested 
Districts Board for consideration. The 
Board have since fully considered the 
matter, and have arrived at the con- 
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available, they could be expended with 
more advantage at another place than 
Meenlaragh on that part of the coast of 
the county Donegal. 


Questions. 


Army Meat Supplies. 

Mr. HENNIKER HEATON : To ask 
the Secretary of State for War, if he will 
state the quantity and cost of the meat 
consumed by the Army in 1905; from 
what sources was it obtained, British. 
the Colonies of the Empire, and from 














clusion that, if any funds should be 


Foreign countries respectively ; and the 
approximate amount paid to each of the 
three divisions for the supplies. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The quantity of meat used by the British 
Army in 1905 is estimated at about 45,000 
tons. As regards the latter part of the 
Question there are no statistics available 
at the War Office of such a detailed 
character as would enable me to give the 
information required, and it is more 
than doubtful whether such information 
if obtained by means of special returns, 
would be at all reliable. 


Discharged Soldiers’ Claira—Ex-Private 
Gillen, 1st Battalion Royal Irish 
Regiment. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.): 
To ask the Secretary of State for War, 
whether, in the case of John Gillen, late 
No. 999, 6th company, Ist battalion 
Royal Irish Regiment, who was dis- 
charged at Chelsea in 1885, a sum of 
19 rupees, to which he was entitled, was 
never paid to him; and whether he will 
direct that this be now done, and that 
the compassionate allowance for sick 
and disabled soldiers be granted to him, 
as he is now in a very poor state. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
Nothing is known of the matter referred 
to in the first part of the Question, nor 
could any such claim be inquired into 
after a lapse of twenty-two years. As 
regards the second part of the question 
there is no form of compassionate allow- 
ance for which he is eligible. 

QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 
Battleships with Nucleus Crews. 

Mr. HUNT (Shropshire, Ludlow) : I 

beg to ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
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whether, when the thirteen battleships 
which are being, or are going to be, laid 
up with reduced nucleus crews of seventy- 
three men have been in that state for 
six or eight months, they will be unfit for 
service unless much time and money is 
spent on them ; and, if so, if it is the in- 
tention of the Admiralty to allow them to 
be sold. 


THe SECRETARY to tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. EpmMuND Rosertson, Dun- 
dee): The Answer is in the negative to 
both parts of the Question. 


Stoker-Mechanician Watchkeeper. 


Mr. ALDEN (Middlesex, Tottenham) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Ad- 
miralty how far it is understood that by 
the new regulations the stoker-mechani- 
cian watchkeeper, whether warrant officer 
or not, will take precedence of the actual 
trained mechanic of the artificer class in 
the engine-rooms of our battleships. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : There 
is no question of precedence in the rela- 
tions of engine-room  artificers and 
mechanicians, both being chief petty 
officer ratings. It is not contemplated 
that these two ratings will be employed 
at watch-keeping duty in the same engine 
room. The warrant officer, whether of 
the artificer or mechanician class, being 
of superior rank, would have disciplinary 
authority both as regards engine-room 
artificers and mechanicians. 


Engine Room Artificers. 

Mr. ALDEN: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Admiralty how far the 
Selborne Memorandum will become in- 
operative as a result of the relegation of 
the engine-room artificers to repair work 
only, and their divorce from watch-keep- 
ing duties; and how far will the new 
regulations affect those who joined the 
senior service under the old conditions. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON: The 
Selborne Memorandum will not become 


inoperative as a result of the revision of | 


the respective duties of the engine-room 
artificers and mechanicians. The new 
duties to be allotted to the mechanician 
will not affect the pay, rank, or prospects 
of advancement of the engine-room 
artificer, though the numbers of the class 
will be gradually reduced. 
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Ipswich Artillery Barracks—Wage 
Dispute. 

Mr. J. WARD (Stoke-on-Trent): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for War 
what is the nature of the Report made 
to his Department by the Board of Trade 
relating to the wages of labourers in the 
Ipswich district; and what are the 
present wages paid by the contractors to 
the men employed upon the Artillery 
Barracks, Ipswich. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
WAR (Mr. HALDANE, Haddington) : The 
Report was in favour of the view that 
5d. an hour was the current rate for 
builders’ labourers at Ipswich. All 
labourers employed by contractors to the 
department on work at the barracks are 
now paid that rate. 


Army Contracts for Preserved Meat. 

Mr. HUNT: [beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for War, why it is that, although 
our Colonies supplied the Army with 
very nearly half our supply of preserved 
meat during the whole period of the late 
Boer War, during the years since the 
war nearly all the preserved meat has 
been bought from foreign countries, and 
only a very small amount from our own 
Colonies. 


Mr. HALDANE: The Colonies are 
invited to tender to meet every demand, 
but on account of drought or the short- 
ness of stocks they are not always able 
to quote for delivery as required. In 
many cases they are beaten by price. 


Belturbet Barracks’ Water Supply. 

Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether he is aware that the military 
authorities at Belturbet have made 
frequent complaints to the district council 
as to the insanitary condition of Lanigan’s 
well, from whence supplies are drawn for 
the troops ; whether he is aware that the 
Cavan Rural District Council have refused 
to remedy the insanitary state of the 
well; whether he is acquainted with the 
reasons for this refusal; and what steps 
he intends to take to protect the health 
of the troops at Belturbet. 


Mr. HALDANE: The General Officer 
Commanding reports that complaints 
have been made and have been the 


I 
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subject of correspondence between the 
Belturbet Urban District Council and 
the Cavan Rural District Council. The 
well is within the jurisdiction of the 
latter body, who are understood to decline 
action at present. The reasons for this 
refusal are not known. Further inquiries 
are being made. 


Mr. LONSDALE: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that the Chairman of 
the Cavan Council declared that the 
council would not tax the ratepayers for 
the sake of keeping the military in 
3elturbet as he hoped they would at the 
end of the year when they got Home 
Rule clear the English garrison out of 
the country altogether. 


[No Answer was returned. | 


Royal Arsenal Explosion. 

Sir W. EVANS GORDON (Tower 
Hamlets, Stepney): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether the 
men temporarily thrown out of employ- 
ment in the Royal Arsenal, owing to the 
recent explosion, have suffered any loss 
of pay ; and, if so, whether it is proposed 
to grant them any compensation. 


Mr. HALDANE: A certain number 
of men were temporarily thrown out of 
employment, but they will not suffer any 
loss of pay. 


Agricultural Instruction in India. 
Mr. HART-DAVIES (Hackney, N.) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
India whether his attention has been 
called by the Government of India to the 
need for the development of agricultural 
instruction ; and whether he will favour- 
ably consider any representations on this 

matter from the Indian Government. 


THe UNDERSECRETARY or STATE 
FoR INDIA (Mr. Hosnouss, Bristol, E) : 
Schemes have been sanctioned by the 
Secretary of State and by his predecessor 
for the expansion of the Agricultural 
Departments of the several provinces, and 
these schemes make provision for agri- 
cultural colleges. A central college for 
all India has also been established. The 
recommendations of the Government of 
India in this matter will continue to 
receive the Secretary of State’s most 
careful consideration. 
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Transvaal Upper House. 

M:. ALDEN : I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether in constituting the Upper House 
in the Transvaal, the leaders of Het 
Volk, the largest Party in the State, 
were consulted ; and, if not, would he 
state why so few Members of that Party 
have been nominated to the Upper 
House. 


THE UNDER-SECRETARY For THE 
COLONIES (Mr. CHURCHILL, Man- 
chester, N. W.): My hon friend will 
recollect that on Thursday last in reply 
to a Question of his I fully explained the 
method of constituting the Upper House 
in the Transvaal Legislature.t [ cannot 
say how far the Governor thought it 
expedient to consult unofficially the 
Leaders of the various political Parties 
when he was preparing a list of suitable 
nominees for the Legislative Council, but 
the Secretary of State was satisfied that 
the nominations were good and that they 
fully and adequately represented the 
different sections of political opinion in 
the Colony. There can, of course, be no 
question of revision now. .I may add 
that Lord Selborne has telegraphed “I 
am satisfied that Legislative Councillors 
will perfor their task impartially and 
justly with a single eye to the welfare of 
the Transvaal and South Africa without 
regard to the particular interest of any 
one race or Party and that proof of their 
suitability will be found in their practical 
work.” 


Mr. ALDEN asked whether the 
Colonial Office had received any specfic 
protest from either of the Parties in the 
Transvaal, 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes, Sir. I 
believe that telegraphic notice of protest 
on behalf of the Het Volk and Nationalist 
Party has already been received. 


Mr. ALDEN: Is it not extreme 
probable that there will be a confiict 
between the two Chambers ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of 
opinion. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) 
asked when the names of the nominated 
Members would be laid before the House. 


+ See (4) Debates, clxix., 1032, 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: They have been 
published already and are quite accessible. 
It will be convenient very soon to lay 
further Papers on the Table, and that 
will be the best way of bringing the 
names formally before the House. 


Mr. ARTHUR LEE (Hampshire, Fare- 
ham): Was the list of names submitted 
in the first place to the Government and 
do his Majesty’s Government accept full 
responsibility for the nominations ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The names were 
submitted to his Majesty’s Government 
and we accept full responsibility for all 
the nominations. 


Mr. MACKARNESS (Berkshire, New- 
bury): Has a protest come from the new 
Government in the Transvaal, and will 
any answer be given ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: There is not at 
present, in any official or formal sense, a 
new Government in the Transvaal. 


White Labour on South African Mines. 

Mr. FIENNES (Oxon, Banbury): I 
beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies if he can state what 
experiments have been made in white 
labour by Mr. J. B. Robinson on the 
Randfontein group of mines; and, if 
any, whether these experiments have 
been a success. 

Mr. CHURCHILL: No, Sir. I have 
no information on the subject. 


Mr. FIENNES asked whether Mr. 
Robinson did not say that he was going 
to employ white labour under Mr. Cress- 
well, and why that experiment had not 
been proceeded with. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Mr. Robinson has 
been greatly obstructed in this experiment 
by the obstacles, which were raised in 
uninterrupted and almost interminable 
succession, to his efforts to obtain fresh 
supplies of native labour in South Africa. 
But I understand that those obstacles are 
now being gradually removed; and, as 
Mr. Robinson has given £5,000 towards 
the relief of distress on the Rand, it 
appears that he is in earnest. 


Mr. FIENNES; When Mr. Robinson 
thas acquired this native labour, will he 
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release the 15,000 Chinese coolies who 
are now employed by him ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: That is a ques- 
tion which should be addressed to Mr. 
Robinson. 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.): Are we to understand that 
these obstacles were peculiar to the case 
of Mr. Robinson? Who is responsible 
for them ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: That is departing 
very far from the original question. 


German and British Trade Treaty. 

Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, Os- 
westry): 1 beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs what is the 
nature of the most - favoured - nation 
arrangement between the United King- 
dom and Germany ; when that arrange- 
ment terminates; and what steps it is 
proposed to take respecting its renewal. 


Tue SECRETARY or STATE For 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
(;REY, Northumberland, Berwick): Un- 
der a German law, which authorises it, 
most - favoured - nation treatment is at 
present given to the British Empire with 
the exception of Canada. I have no 
reason to suppose that the arrangement 
will not be continued so long as we give 
most - favoured - nation treatment to 
Germany. 


Trawling in the Moray Firth. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney 
and Shetland): I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs if he is 
aware of the consequences which must 


| follow on the opening of the Moray Firth 


to trawlers, and of the desire of the 
people to lay before him, by deputation, 
their views on the subject ; and if he will 
consent to receive such a deputation. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: A similar 
Question is being addressed to the Prime 
Minister, and I have nothing to add to 
the reply which he will give. 


British Subject Hanged at Warsaw. 

Mason ANSTRUTHER-GRAY (St. 
Andrews Burghs): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he has received any official 
Report showing that a British subject, 
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A. J. Tingle, has been tried by court- 
martial and hanged at Warsaw for robbing 
a tram conductor ; and, if so, what action 
he intends to take in the matter. 


Sir EDWARD GREY : His Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Warsaw reported on 
February 9th that one of the criminals 
guilty of the armed robbery of a tramway 
conductor, and caught in the act, was a 
British subject, Adolphus Tingle, the 
grandson of an English clerk who married 
in that town. I have not so far received 
any official Report of this person’s trial 
by court-martial and execution, but unless 
these are shown not to have taken place 
in accordance with the law at present in 
force in Russian Poland there is no 
ground for any action on the part of His 
Majesty's Government. 


Masor ANSTRUTHER-GRAY: Am 
I to understand he was not a British 
subject ? 


Sim EDWARD GREY: I understand 


he is. 


Mason ANSTRUTHER-GRAY : And 
he has been hanged for robbery ? 


Sir EDWARD GREY : T said so. 


Egyptian Autonomy. 

Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON (Northumber- 
land, Tyneside): I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether, 
in view of the declaration of Lord 
Cromer in his Report for 1904 that, 
although it may take a long time to 
arrive at Egyptian autonomy in the full 
sense of the term, at the same time that 
autonomy is the ultimate goal towards 
which reform should gradually — be 
directed, he can state what reforms in 
that direction have been inaugurated 
since 1904. 


sin EDWARD GREY : I would refer 
the hon. Member to Lord Cromer’s pub- 
lished Report for the year 1905, and 
to his Report for last year, which will 
shortly appear. They show in detail the 
reforms carried out since 1904. 


Egyptian Agricultural School. 

Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether, seeing that during the 
four years 1902-5 the average number 
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of pupils in the Egyptian Agricultural 
School has been only fifty-nine, of whom 
nearly one-half have been of other than 
Egyptian nationality, and that the 
annual increase is still slight, he will 
advise the Egyptian Government to con- 
sider the expediency of giving the in- 
struction in the college in Arabic instead 
of in English, with the view of attracting 
students. 


Str EDWARD GREY: The facts will 
be found in Lord Cromer’s Annual 
Reports. For the reasons given in 
previous Answers, I do not think it 
desirable to interfere with the discretion 
of the Egyptian Government in this 
matter. 


Egyptian Colleges—Professional Classes. 

Dr. RUTHERFORD — (Middlesex, 
Brentford) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs whether some 
years ago Egyptian professional colleges 
held classes in the afternoon and evening 
so as to enable Government employees to 
qualify for professional careers or superior 
Government posts ; and, if so, why that 
practice was discontinued in opposition to 
the wishes of many would-be pupils. 


I beg also to ask the Secretary of State 
y . ° kes ° 
for Foreign Affairs whether his attention 
5 

has been called to the fact that in the 
primary and secondary Government 
schools of Egypt no instruction is given 
in the sciences of botany, biology, and 
physiology ; and whether he will advise 
the Egyptian Government to remedy this 
defect. 


Sr EDWARD GREY: Both these 
Questions relate to matters of administra- 
tive detail, and though it is true that 
British influence is and should be used to 
encourage and promote education, Lord 
Cromer’s Reports show that this has re- 
ceived great attention, and [ do not 
think it is desirable or possible to do it 
more effectively by sending special in- 
structions piece-meal on matters of detail. 


Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON: Is it not 
the duty of the Government to see that 
instruction is given in these subjects ! 


Sik PHILIP MAGNUS (London Uni- 
versity) : Is instruction in the sciences of 
botany, biology, and physiology given in 
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the primary and secondary schools of the | 
United Kingdom ? 


Sik EDWARD GREY: That Question 
should be addressed to the Board of 
Education. It is true that the British 
Government do exercise a general super- 
vision with a view to encouraging educa- 
tion in Egypt, but I do not think it could 
be used in the most effective way by 
sending separate instructions on matters 
of detail. I am quite ready to take into 
consideration any points suggested by 
my hon. friend, and will bear them in 
mind when discussing the general question 
with the Egyptian authorities. But I 
cannot undertake to send separate in- 
structions on matters of detail. 


Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON : Have the 


Government any intention of reopening | 


the whole question of education with 
Egypt. 


Sim EDWARD GREY: It does not 
need reopening ; as the Report shows it 
is constantly receiving attention and 
heing discussed between Lord Cromer and 
the Government. 


The Arabic Language in Egyptian 
Schools. 

Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether, seeing that in the 
Egyptian Government's decree of 22nd 
June, 1893, it was expressly provided 
that the Arabic language should be the 
basis or medium for the teaching of all 
subjects in the Egyptian schools, he will 
say whether this decree has been carried 
out. 


Sik EDWARD GREY : I beg to refer 
the hon. Member to the Answer which | 
gave him on the 26th instant.+ I have no 
reason to doubt that the provisions of this 
decree are carried out. The provisions 
are as stated in my Answer on February 
21st.f 


Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON : But it was 
laid down that Arabic should be the basis 
or medium of instruction. Is that being 
habitually disregarded ¢ 





t+ See (4) Debates, elxix., 1402. 
+ See (4) Debates, clxix., 1036. 
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Sm EDWARD GREY: According to 
my recollection the decree provided 
that the curriculum in Government 
schools shall include instruction in 
Arabic. My hon. friend suggests that 
all the instruction given in the schools 
shall be in Arabic. Ido not read it so. 
[ said the other day that in consequence 
of the deficiency of the Arabic teachers 
the Government often had to choose 
between very inferior instruction or no 
instruction at all, or giving it in some 
language other than Arabic, but they 
were doing their best to train native 
teachers to give instruction in Arabic. 


Mr. J. Ms ROBERTSON asked 
whether there was not an abundance of 
text-books in Arabic before the British 
occupation, and that since then teaching 
in Arabic had been systematically allowed 
to drop. 


Str EDWARD GREY: I should wish 
to be assured that the Arabic text-books, 
if they do exist, in these sciences, were 
thoroughly up to date. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER asked 
whether it was not the fact that most 
educated Egyptians desired that French 
and English should be taught, wherever 
possible, as the commercial languages of 
the country. 


*Sirn EDWARD GREY: I have no 
doubt that is the case; but at the same 
time, as Arabic is the native language of 
the country, I should deprecate, when 
instruction can be efficiently given in 
Arabic, the use of other languages to the 
exclusion of Arabic. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.): 
Cannot the natives be taught the Irish 
language ! 


Egyptian State Railways—Pay of 
Railway Guards. 

Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether the pay of railway guards 
on the Egyptian State railways is, as 
stated in a recent petition by them, only 
£4 10s. per month, which is insufficient 
to support a family in Cairo; whether, 
in view of the statement in the petition 
as to their hours, he will state what 
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these are ; and whether he will instruct | ing lead, and sentenced to six weeks 
the British Agent at Cairo to advise the | hard labour ; whether the prisoner’s em- 


Egyptian Government to improve nnd, 
position of the petitioners in both ro} 


spects, seeing that the salary of the 
director-general of the railway has lately 





ployer sent a thirteen years yood 
character ; and whether, in view of the 
fact that this was the first offence, he 
will consider the advisability of ordering 


heen raised from £2,000 to £2,500, and | his immediate discharge. 


those of the traffic manager and chief | 
engineer to £1,500, 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I have no 
information on the subject. The matter 
is one of administrative detail on which 
it would be unusual and undesirable for 
His Majesty's Government to send | 
special instructions to interfere with the 
Egyptian Government. 


Mr. Bryce. 

Mr. LIDDELL (Down, W.) I beg to | 
ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
whether the rule of the Civil Service 
which required the late Marquess of 
Dufferin and Ava to be retired trom the 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. GLap- 
STONE, Leeds, W.): I have made inquiry 
into this case, but I regret that I can 
jind no sufficient grounds for recommend- 
ing any reduction of the sentence passed 
on the offender. The magistrate in 
passing sentence took fully into considera- 
tion the prisoner’s excellent character. 


Case of Millie Marsh. 

Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
his attention has been drawn to the 


observations of the magistrate at the 


post of British Ambassador at Paris in | Westminster police court last week, when 
1896, when he attained the age of 70, | committing for trial one Millie Marsh on 
and Sir Edmund Monson to be retired | @ charge of perjury, to the effect that, 
from the same post in 1904 on attaining | though the prisoner had not brought 
the age of 70, will be enforced in the | herself within the Poor Prisoners’ Defence 


case of Mr. Bryce, the British Am- | 
hassador at Washington; and whether, 
seeing that Mr. Bryce will attain the age | 
of 70 in May of next year, he will 
receive a pension for a tenure of 15 
months service of the British Embassy at 
Washington. 





Sik EDWARD GREY: My _ right 
hon. friend has asked me to answer this 
Question. The Prime Minister has the 
power to recommend to the King the 
retention of an Ambassador’s services 
after the age of 70 if it is in the interest 
of the public service. This power was 
exercised three times in the case of the 
late Lord Pauncefote. No Ambassador | 
is entitled to a pension unless he has 
served ten years abroad, and has com- 
pleted 15 years from the date of his 
first commission. 


Case of Stewart Burrows. | 
Mr. J. WARD: I beg to ask | 
the Secretary of State for the Home | 


Act, she ought to have legal aid ; and 
whether he will give further consideration 
to the question of amending the said Act 
with a view to making it more elastic. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Arrangements 
have been made for the defence of Millie 
Marsh, The learned magistrate, as | 
understand, on reconsideration of the cir- 
cumstances of the case, felt able to grant 
a certificate under the Poor Prisoners’ 
Defence Act. 


Factory Inspectorships. 

Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD 
(Leicester): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department 
whether any gentlemen who have passed 
examinations for factory inspectors are 
still without appointments ; whether the 
appointment gazetted on 11th January 
last was the result of success at an exam- 
ination or otherwise; and whether any 
exception has been made regarding the 
salary paid to this last appointment. 


Department whether his attention has | . 


been called to the case of a man| 
named Stewart Burrows, an engine | 


driver, who was charged at the Lambeth | 
police court on 29th January with steal- | 


Mr. GLADSTONE: It usually 
happens that of the candidates nominated 


to compete for a certain number of 
vacancies, one or two, in addition to the 
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successful candidates, obtain the number 
of marks required to qualify ; but such 
candidates have not been regarded as 
having a claim to be appointed to any 
future vacancies that may arise, and the 
hon. Member will see that to do so would 
involve the lowering of the standard of 
the persons appointed to the inspectorate. 
The gentleman whose appointment was 
gazetted on 11th January was a success- 
ful candidate at the examination in 
August last for the Home and Indian 
Civil Services ; and he was selected from 
the successful candidates in that examina- 
tion with a view to his filling the post of | 
secretary to the Chief Inspector of 
Factories, for which special qualifications 
are required. The post carries with it, 
in addition to the ordinary salary of a 
junior inspector, an allowance of £50 a 
year. 





Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD: 
Is this gentleman described as a factory 
inspector ! 

Mr. GLADSTONE: Yes, Sir. 


Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD: 
Has he been added to the staff ? 


{28 Fepruary 1907} 


'the enforcement of the 
| protection of the miners. 





Mr. GLADSTONE: 
of the staff. 


Yes, he is one 


Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD: 
Is there no difference between the work | 
that requires technical qualifications of a 
factory inspector, and work which might 
very well be done by a first or second- 
division clerk ‘ 


Mr. GLADSTONE: = Special qualifi- 
cations are needed for this post. 


Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD: 
Are we to understand that this gentleman | 
will not become a fully accredited inspec- | 
tor until he has passed the qualifying | 
examination for that position ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE : 
to all factory inspectors. 


Yes, that applies 


Assessment of Mine Workings. 

Mr. SUMMERBELL (Sunderland) : 
heg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether he will con- 
sider the advisability of placing upon the 
inspector of mines the duty of notifying | 


|of refusals. The 
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the vverseers when underground mining 
operations are about to be extended from 
one parish to another, so that the over- 
seers of the parish newly affected may 
he enabled to get the necessary informa- 
tion for entering the new wor kings upon 
their valuation lists. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: The power of 
entry and inspection is given to the 
inspectors to enable them to ascertain 
whether the provisions of the Mines 
Regulation Acts are being observed. It 
is a well-established ruie that information 
obtained by an inspector in the course 
of his visits with regard to matters not 
connected with the discharge of his 
official duties is treated as confidential ; 
and I think the hon. Member will see 
that any departure from this rule would 
affect the relations of the inspectors with 
the mineowners and seriously prejudice 
Acts for the 


Naturalisation Fees. 

Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department has his attention been drawn 
to the increasing settlement of Jewish 
inhabitants in Manchester, Salford, and 
other large towns of the Kingdom ; is he 
aware that many of them desire naturali- 
sation in this country, but are precluded 
from obtaining it by the fees they are 
called upon to pay ; and will he explain 
why these fees are maintained at a 
prohibitive figure. 


: The fee for the 
naturalisation 


Mr. GLADSTONE 
grant of a certificate of 


| has for the last twenty years been £5. 
, The number of certificates granted every 
| year is considerable, varying in the last 


five years from 686 to 978, ‘and there is 


/every year in addition a certain number 


average number of 
grants for the five years 1892-6 was 494, 
and for the five years 1902-6 was 850, 
an increase of about 70 per cent. It 
should be remembered that an alien must 
live for five years in this country before 
he can be naturalised, and if the saving 


of £5 during that period presents any 


difficulty, that difficulty is greatly lessened 
by the existence of a number of agencies 
which enable him to accumulate the sum 
on payment of very small weekly sub- 
scriptions. 
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Slate Club Defalcations. July last, in which he stated that the 

Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY (Paddington, Government Grant of £200,000 was to 

N.): I beg to ask Mr. Attor ney- -General be in lieu of the Queen’s fund, raised for 
if his attention has been directed to the | the relief of the unemployed in 1905-6 ; 
numerous defalcations which occurred at | and whether, seeing that he has stil] 8 
Christmas 1906, as at previous Christ- considerable ‘helene of the Government 
mases, in connection with unregistered | Grant in hand, he will see his way to 
friendly societies and slate clubs ; “and if supplying the Central U nemployed Body 
he can see his way to introduce legisla- with sutlicient funds to carry on its work 
tion to deal with this subject. without these appeals to public and 
private charity. 

Mr. GLADSTONE: My hon. friend 
has asked me to answer this Question.| Mr. JOHN BURNS: I have seen the 
I fear I can add nothing to the Answer appeal referred to. The Unemployed 
which I gave to the , ng Member in Workmen Act contemplates that the 
reply to a similar question which he put | expenses incurred by the local bodies 
to me a few days ago of which I am | under it in providing or contributing to 





sending him a copy. ‘the provision of temporary work will 
| be defrayed out of voluntary contribu- 
West Ham Poor Law School. | tions. The object of the Grant was to afford 


Mr. THORNE (West Ham, S.): I beg | a means whereby the voluntary contribu- 
to ask the President of the Local Govern. | tions might be supplemented in Cases 
ment Board if he is aware that the | |where there was exceptional need for 
children’s school under the West Ham | assistance in meeting the expenses to 
guardians is seriously overcrowded ; and | Which I have referred. It was not in- 
if he is prepared to compel the guardians | tended that these contributions should he 
in question to find proper school accom- superseded. [ am not aware that my 


modation for the children under their | speech of 19th July last contains any- 
care. | | thing contrary to this view. 


THe PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL West Ham Distress Committee. 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Joun| Mr. THORNE: I beg to ask the 
BurNs, Battersea): Since my hon. | President of the Local Government Board 
friend asked me a Question on this | if he will take steps to secure that the 
subject in July last, the guardians have | Grant to the West Ham Distress Com- 
hired premises in East Ham in which 153 | mittee under the Unemployed Workmen 
children are now accommodated. I am, | Act, sent on Thursday last, and amount- 
however, aware that overcrowding at the | ing to £7,000, divided into £4,000 for 
schools at Leytonstone still exists, and | emigration, and £3,000 for relief works, 
I have recently received a Report from | shall be amended to give a larger sum 
the assistant inspector of the district, in| for relief works than the amount 
which attention is called to the subject. | specified. 

I have brought this Report under notice 

of the guardians and have requested that) Mr. JOHN BURNS: Sums amounting 
it may receive their immediate and to £6,000 have already been paid out 
earnest attention, and that I may be/of the Grant in respect of the works 
informed of the result. My hon. friend | mentioned in the Question. When for- 
may be assured that I shall not lose sight warding the recent payment of £3,000 


of the matter. I asked for certain information, and upon 
receipt of it, I shall be prepared to 
London Unemployed. consider whether a further sum can 


Mr. THORNE: I beg to ask the! properly be granted in respect of these 
President of the Local Government Board | works. 
if his attention has been called to the 
appeal from the Central Unemployed; Mr. THORNE: Is it not a fact that 
3ody for London asking for charitable | the Grant of £7,000 was sent to the 
contributions to the funds of that body | Treasurer of the Committee on Thursday 
for providing work for the unemploy ed; | last, and not on Tuesday, as stated by the 
whether such an appeal is in keeping | right hon. Gentleman in his speech in 
with the speech made by him on 19th | the unemployed debate ! 
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Mr. JOHN BURNS: The money may | the surveyors’ recommendations of officers 
have been sent on the Thursday, but the | possessing experience and knowledge of 
intention to send it and the decision so | the duties of a postmaster shall have first 
to do were come to two days sooner. consideration. 


Mr. THORNE: Were not the letter) Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: I am not 
and cheque both dated the 21st ! |aware that dissatisfa¢tion exists in the 
| postal service owing to the appointment of 

Mr. JOHN BURNS: I do not know. | London officials to provincial postmaster- 
I am more anxious about people getting | ships. The number of such appointments 
the money than in asking how the | conferred on officers of the central depart- 
ment is very small in proportion to the 
| total number of vacancies. It is my aim 

Mr. THORNE: And I am more in-| to fifl the appointments by the selection 
terested as to the truth of the statements | of the most suitable candidates, irrespec- 
of the right hon. Gentleman. tive of the locality or office in which they 
| happen to be serving. The circular to 
which the hon. Member refers was 
general in its application, and gave no 
indication of any special preference for 
provincial postmasters or chief clerks. 





money Was sent. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I may say that 
the relations between the West Ham 
Distress Committee and myself are 
business-like, kindly, and prompt, and it | 
is only in this House that, on occasion, | 
the opposite is represented to be the | Teachers’ Pensions. 
case. | Mr. LANE-FOX (Yorkshire, W. R., 

Barkston Ash): I beg to ask the 

Post Office Telephone Construction President of the Board of Education, 

ages of Navvies. what was the total sum paid from the 

Mr. J. WARD: I beg to ask the Post-| Teachers Deferred Annuity Fund in 
master-General whether he is aware that | pensions to superannuated teachers last 
the contractors for constructing Post| year; what is the total number of 
Ottice telephones at High Barnet and | teachers now receiving such pensions ; 
Finchley are at present paying the | how many teachers are now contributing 
navvies engaged upon such work 6d.|to this fund; and when the actuary’s 
per hour, the trade union rate being 7d. ; Report as to the state of the fund will be 
and what action, if any, he proposes to presented to Parliament. 
take in the matter. 





THe PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD or 

THe POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr.| EDUCATION (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
SYDNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Pop- | mouthshire, N.) : The total sum paid from 
lar): I understand that there has been | the Deferred Annuity Fund in pensions 
a doubt whether the London rate} to superannuated teachers during the 
applies to places so far out as Barnet | financial year ending 31st March, 1906, 
and Finchley. I am making inquiry | was £608. The total number of teachers 





into the matter. | in receipt of annuities from the Fund on 
| 31st March, 1906, was 809. It is im- 
Provincial Postmasterships. possible to state exactly the number of 


Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY : I beg to ask | teachers contributing to the fund on any 
the Postmaster-General whether he is | date, but it may be taken as approxi- 
aware that dissatisfaction exists in the| mately equivalent to the number of 
postal service owing to the appointment as | certificated teachers in employment, 
provincial postmasters of officials from the | which is about 86,00U. Considerable 
London central departments, in spite of | progress has been made with the 
applications made by well qualified | actuarial inquiry, but I am not yet ina 
provincial postmasters and chief clerks | position to say when the Report will be 
through their surveyors, in accordance | presented. 

with official circular No. 1,703 of 20th 

February 1906, and while provincial Welsh Education Department. 
servants have no opportunity of appoint-| Mr. LLEWELYN WILLIAMS (Car 
ment to London vacancies ; and whether | marthen District): I beg to ask the 
he can give any assurance that in future | President of the Board of Education 
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where the new Welsh Department of the , 


Board of Education will be located ; | 
whether Mr. Owen M. Edwards or Mr. | 
Alfred T. Davies, or both of them, will 
reside in London ; if not, where ; whether 


the two new officials will have co-ordinate | 
authority and will be answerable to the | 


President alone, or whether one, and, if so, 
which, will be subordinate to the other ; 
what will be their relations respectively | 
to the present chief inspector of elemen- 
tary schools in Wales and to the Welsh 
Central Board ; and whether it will be 
part of the duty of the new Department 
to issue a separate Education Code for 


Wales. 


Mr. MCKENNA: The Welsh Depart- 
ment will be located at Whitehall. Both 
Mr. Edwards and Mr. Davies will have 
their headquarters in London, but the 
former will spend a considerable portion 
of each monthin Wales. Each of the two 
new ofticials will be responsible directly 
to the President of the Board. Their 
duties will be distinct, and, though I am 
not prepared, least of all at so early a 
stage as the present, to lay down hard and 
fast rules as to the respective duties of a 
secretary and a chief inspector, the dis- 
tinction will be mainly that between the 
administrative and the more strictly 
educational aspects of the Board’s work. 
The present divisional inspector of ele- 
mentary schools in Wales retires in a few 
months and his post will then lapse. The 
relations of the new Department to the 
Central Welsh Board will be those of 
the Board of Education to that Board. 
Whether or how soon a separate Code of 
Regulations for Elementary Schools in 
Wales will be considered advisable I am 
not yet in a position to determine, and | 
shall naturally wait until I have been able 
to consult my new advisers. 
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the codes governing the instruction given 
in such schools. 


Mr. McKENNA: So far as_ public 
elementary schools are concerned, the 
Code provides very fully for suitable 
courses, suitable teaching staff, and suit- 
able equipment in the way of school 
gardens, materials for rural nature-study, 
etc. That these provisions are not yet 
taken advantage of as widely as is desir- 
able is due to the inherent difficulty of 
finding or training sufficient teachers 
suitably qualified for these matters and 
willing to serve in small rural schools. 
With a view to mitigating this difficulty 
the Board have also introduced into their 
regulations a special optional course in 
rural science for students in training 
colleges. 


Medical Inspection of School Children. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD (Neweastle-under- 
Lyme): I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Education, in view of the 
fact that medical officers of health are 


/unanimously of opinion that if the medi- 


cal inspection of school childrer. is to be 
effective, particularly in preventing skin 
diseases, and so enabling middle-class 
parents to send their children to the 
provided schools, that power should be 
given to the local authorities to pass by- 
laws compelling the attendance of parents 
at these examinations, whether he will, 
in the proposed Bill, provide for such 
power being given. 


Mr. MCKENNA: Without express 
ing any opinion on the intrinsic merits, 
I think it is extremely important that 
every possible chance of smooth working 
should at the outset be given to the sys- 
tem of medical inspection. and that no 
conditions should be attached which 


| would increase the existing ditticulties o1 


Agricultural Teaching in Elementary 
Schools. 

Mr. C. B. HARMSWORTH ( Worecester- 
shire, Droitwich): I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education 
whether, having regard to the general 
complaints as to the unsuitability to agri- 
cultural needs of the education given in | 
the rural elementary schools in Great 
Britain, as evidenced in the Report on 
the decline in the agricultural population 
of Great Britain, 1881-6, he will take 
steps to effect the desired alterations in 


tend to excite objections from parents 01 
others. 


Grangemouth Waterworks Fatality. 

Mr. J. WARD: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade whether 
his attention has been called to a fatal 
blasting accident at Grangemouth water- 
works, near Stirling, on 13th February, 
by which one man was killed and two 
others badly injured ; whether his Depart- 
ment has been informed of the cause 
and circumstances connected with the 
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explosion ; and what action, if any, he 
proposes to take in the matter. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY to THE BOARD or TRADE 
(Mr. KEARLEY, Devonport): The Home 
Office inform me that an investigation 
of the causes of this accident will be 
made by one of His Majesty’s Inspectors 
of Explosives, who will also attend the 
inguiry to be held by the Procurator 
Fiscal. 


Food Imports. 

*Mr. R. DUNCAN (Lanarkshire, 
Govan): I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Trade if he can give 
separately the items of revenue for the 
calendar year 1906 on articles of bodily 
consumption imported into the United 
Kingdom from the Colonies and India ; 
and also from foreign countries. 


Mr. KEARLEY: I have been in com- 
munication on this subject with my hon. 
friend the Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury, who informs me that no statis- 
tics are compiled at the Customs showing 
from what countries goods delivered for 
Home consumption have been imported. 
Accordingly the Board of Customs are 
unable to supply the information desired. 


*Mr. R. DUNCAN : Will the Board of 
Trade take steps to get the figures ? 


Mr. KEARLEY: The hon. Gentleman 
had better put that Question to the 
Financial Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. CATHCART WASON : What is 


meant by “ bodily consumption ” ? 


*Mr. R. DUNCAN: Mr. Speaker, am 
[ permitted to answer that Question ? 


{No Answer was returned. | 


Exports to the Philippine Islands. 
*Mr. R. DUNCAN: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade if he can 
give the values of our exports from the 
United Kingdom to the Philippine Islands 
separately for the last ten years. 


Mr. KEARLEY: I propose to give 
these figures, so far as they are available, 
in the printed Answers to Questions. + 
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Canadian Tariffs. 

Sir GILBERT PARKER: I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade, 
seeing that particulars of the draft tariffs 
of Germany, Russia, Roumania, and 
other foreign countries were submitted to 
the Commercial Intelligence Committee, 
whether similar steps have been taken in 
respect of the Canadian tariff proposals, 
submitted to the Canadian Parliament on 
29th November, 1906, and now in opera- 
tion ; whether, following the precedent 
established in the case of the German 
tariff, any report by the Committee is in 
preparation, and will be communicated to 
the Canadian Government ; and, if so, 
whether such report will show the changes 
in the duties and customs regulations of 
Canada, and the operation of the surtax, 
the intermediate tariff, rebates for Home 
consumption, and the bounties. 


Mr. KEARLEY: No, Sir; the Canadian 
tariff proposals have not been referred 
by the Board of Trade to the Commercial 
Intelligence Committee. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER: Will the 
President of the Board of Trade consider 
the advisability of making such a refer- 
ence ? 


Mr. KEARLEY: Perhaps the hon. 
Gentleman will address that Question to 
my right hon. friend. 


Agricultural Education in Scotland. 

Mr. MENZIES (Lanarkshire, 8.): I 
beg to ask the hon. Member for South 
Somersetshire, as representing the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Agriculture, whether, 
seeing that the grants awarded in the 
year 1905-6 by the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries for agricultural education 
and research throughout the country 
amounted to £10,9U5, and that out of 
this amount the total grant awarded to 
Scotland was £250, more regard will be 
given in future to the claims of Scotland 
for a larger grant, and one more in 
proportion to the amount of taxation 
which that country pays to Imperial 
Revenue; and whether arrangements 
will be made whereby the county coun- 
cils in Scotland would be more utilised 
by the Board of Agriculture as an inter- 
mediary for the spread of agricultural 
education and research in the cuunties by 
the allocation amongst them of any 
increased grant. 
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Sir EDWARD STRACHEY (Somer- 
setshire, 8.): The administration of the 
grant made for agricultural education in 
Scotland rests with the Scottish Educa- 
tion Department. It appears from the 
last aunual Report of that Department 
that a total sum of £7,645 was granted 
in the year 1904-5 to the three Scottish 
agricultural colleges, so that it is Scotland 
and not England and Wales which is in 


the more favourable position, if the | 
amount of taxation paid to the Imperial | 


Revenue is taken into account. The 
£250 to which my hon. friend refers 
consisted of special grants for experi- 
ments and research, and in this respect 
also the claims of Scotland were fully 
recognised, the corresponding grant for 
England and Wales amounting to only 
£105. Perhaps my hon. friend would 
address his concluding Question to my 
right hon. friend the Secretary for 
Scotland. 


Vandeleur Estate Evicted Tenants. 

Mr. HALPIN (Clare, W.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he will 
ask the Estates Commissioners why the 
evicted tenants on the Vandeleur estate, 
their cases being settled, have not been 
reinstated so as to enable them to carry 
on the spring work on their farms ; and 
whether he will use his influence with 
the Commissioners to have all these 
evicted tenants reinstated immediately. 


THe CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Birre.t, Bristol, N.): The 
Estates Commissioners inform me that 
the investigation of the owner’s title, and 
other formal proceedings, will take a 
considerable time. As, however, the 
Commissioners have no reason to 
anticipate any difficulty in regard to the 
title, they have now suggested to the 
owner that the evicted tenants should at 
once be placed in possession, so that free 
grants may be made to them in order 
that they may commence to work their 
farms in the present season. There has 
not yet been time for the Commissioners 
to hear from the owner in the matter. 


Scariff Relieving Officer. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
FE.): | beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he 
will direct the Local Government Board 
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}in Ireland to sanction the appointment 
|of the Scariff Guardians of Mrs. Reedy 
| to the position of relieving officer of the 
| union, 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Local Govern- 
‘ment Board decline to sanction the 
/appointment of Mrs. Reedy as relieving 
officer in place of her husband, who has 
been compelled to resign that office. A 
complaint was made against Mr. Reedy, 
and upon investigation the Local Govern- 
ment Board found that he had been 
guilty of falsifying his books and 
withholding for long periods the outdoor 
relief ordered to the poor, thereby risking 
their lives. The Board regard the 
proposed appointment of Mrs. Reedy 
as a subterfuge, and tantamount to 
re-appointing her husband. 


Larkfield Evicted Tenant, 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether any 
application for reinstatement has been 
received by the Estates Commissioners 
by an evicted tenant, named John 
Matthews, who ciaims to be entitled to 
an evicted farm at Larktfield, near 
Granard ; if so, why it was that the in- 
spector did not call on him as well as the 
other evicted tenants in the locality ; 
and, if not, will he now direct the in- 
spector to inquire into this man’s case. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- 
sioners have not yet received from John 
Matthews a formal application for rein- 
statement, but he has recently written 
asking for a form of application, and this 
will be sent to him. 


Town Tenants (Ireland) Act Rules 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu 
tenant of Ireland whether the draft rules 
for working the Town Tenants (Ireland) 
Act have yet been framed ; and, if not, 
when a copy of them is likely to be 
available. 


Mr. BIRRELL: Draft rules under 
the Town Tenants Act have been framed, 
and are being considered by the rule- 
making authority. The rules will be 
published as soon as they have been 
settled. 
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Christopher Reynolds. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of [reland if he will state what is 
the unpaid balance of tie debt due by 
Christopher Reynolds, Abbeylara, county 
Longford, on foot of his loan from the 
Board of Works ; whether there is any 
profit rent arising out of the management 
of this estate ; and, if so, when Reynolds 
may expect t» get it. 


Mr. BIRRELL: [I am informed by 
my hon. friend the Secretary to the 
Treasury, who answers for the Board of 
Works, that the arrears of principal and 
interest now due by Christopher Reynolds 
amount to £243. The estate is in the 
hands of a receiver, but the net receipts 
are not sufficient to meet the haif-yearly 
instalments payable to the Board of 
Works, so that there is no prospect of 
any money being payable to Reynolds. 


Derryheelan Land Dispute. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that John Byrne, of Derryheelan, 
county Longford, claims to be entitled to 
an even half of the lands purchased by 
himself and a co-tenant named Mulleady, 
whereas he now alleges that the latter has 
an acre of land more than he has ; and 
will he direct the Estates Commissioners’ 
inspector to visit and report on this case. 


Mr. BIRRELL : The Estates Commis- 
sioners are unable without fuller par- 
ticulars to identify the case referred to in 
the Question. If the hon. Member will 
furnish the name of the Vendor of the 
estate upon which Byrne’s holding is 
situated, the Commissioners will have the 
matter looked into. 


Colonel Caddell. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he can state when 
Colonel Caddell was appointed registrar 
of petty sessions clerks in Ireland ; what 
were his qualifications for that office ; had 
he to undergo any test examination 
before appointment ; what is his salary ; 
and when does he vacate the office. 


Mr. BIRRELL: Colonel Caddell was 
appointed Registrar of Petty Sessions 
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Clerks in November, 1891. His previous 
official experience was acquired during a 
service of twenty-three years in the 
Army, and three years as a Resident 
Magistrate. The appointment is one made 
by the Lord-Lieutenant without examina- 
tion. Colonel Caddell receives a salary 
of £800 per annum, and holds office 
during good behaviour. 


Mr. CULLINAN (Tipperary, S.): Is 
this Colonel Caddeli the gentleman 
appointed by the late Government who 
was in charge at Tipperary at the time of 
trouble ? 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL: Seeing that a 
new régime is now being inaugurated in 
Ireland will the right hon. Gentleman 
remove this gentleman from a position he 
is so unfit to retain ?- 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): And is 
this the gentleman who recovered £2,000 
damages for libel against a Tipperary 
Nationalist newspaper ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I know nothing about 
the gentleman except the facts L have 
already enumerated. 


Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): Will the right hon. Gentleman 
inquire into his records ! 


Mr. BIRRELL: They seem to be too: 
varied. 


Evicted Tenants in Leitrim County. 

Mr. THOMAS F. SMYTH (Leitrim, 
S.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he can 
state how many evicted tenants in county 
Leitrim have been reinstated since the 
passing of the Land Act of 1903 ; and in 
how many instances, in the same county 
and on what estites, have the landlords 
refused to allow the inspectors from the 
Estates Commissioners to inspect the 
holdings of the evicted tenants. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that thirty evicted 
tenants have been reinstated in county 
Leitrim. In four instances landlords 
have refused to allow an inspection of 
evicted farms in that county. The Com- 
missioners do not think it desirable to 
publish the names of these landlords. 
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Drumsna Evicted Tenants. 
Mr. THOMAS F. SMYTH: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if the Estates Commis- 
sioners have received a joint application 
for reinstatement from Henry Lenaghan 
and Thomas Kelly for the farm formerly 
held by them on the Simpson estate at 
Lisdalkey, Drumsna, county Leitrim ; 
and, as this estate has been sold to the 
Trish Land Commission, what steps will 
be taken to have those tenants restored. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- 
sioners have received the application in 
question, and have referred it to an 
inspector for inquiry and report. No 
proceedings for the sale of the estate 
appear to be pending before the Com- 
missioners. 


Game Rights in Queen’s County. 

Mr. DELANY: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that 
the tenants upon the estate of Mr. 
Guy B. Pilkington, 8, Leinster Street, 
Dublin, situated at Boston, parish 
of Aughaboe, Queen’s County, had 
agreed to purchase their holdings, at a 
price named by the landlord, including 
game rights ; whether Lord Castletown, 
‘who leased the game rights from Mr. 
Pilkington, has since purchased the pro- 
perty over the tenant's heads in order to 
secure the game; and, if so, will the 
Estates Commissioners intervene to effect 
a settlement in this case. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The only property 
belonging to Mr. Pilkington which has 
been sold through the Estates Commis- 
sioners consists of two farms purchased 
by the tenants in 1904, and in these 
cases the sporting rights were reserved to 
the vendor. No proceedings for the sale 
of any other property of Mr, Pilkington’s 


have been instituted before the Commis- | 


sioners, and they have no knowledge of 
any sale to Lord Castletown. 


Mr. DELANY suggested that the 
. Commissioners should, in the interests of 
the peace of the district, approach the 
landlord. 


Lord Wall’s Court Estate. 
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Lieutenant of Ireland, is he aware that 
the tenants on Lord Wall’s Court estate, 
New Grove, Kilrickle, Loughrea, signed 
agreements to purchase in November, 
1905 ; that the tenants were processed 
for the gross unreduced rent in January 
of the present year ; and that His Honour 
Judge Anderson put a stay of execution 
on the decrees pending the completion of 
the sale; and whether, in view of the 
small size of the tenants’ holdings, 
ranging from £2 to £8, and the possibility 
of making their holdings economic out of 
the two untenanted farms on the same 
property, he will instruct the Estates 
Commissioners to interfere with a view 
to an equitable settlement. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners inform me that no proceedings 
for purchase by the tenants on Lord 
Wall's Court estate have come before them, 
but the Commissioners themselves are 
negotiating for the purchase of certain 
grass lands on the estate. ‘They have no 
knowledge of any proceedings for the 
recovery of rent which the landlord may 
have instituted. 


Loughrea Untenanted Lands. 


Mr. DUFFY: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that the late 
Mrs. Gowing offered to sell her estate in 
Dartfield, Kilrickle, Loughrea, consisting 
of 900 acres of untenanted land, to the 
Estates Commissioners in November, 
1905 ; and, seeing that the estate is one 
out of which great improvement could be 
effected in the holdings of a number of 
small farmers in the locality, as well as 
in the direction of providing for the 
evicted tenants, whether he will state 
what is the cause of the discontinuance of 
the negotiations opened by Mrs. Gowing 
for the sale of this estate ; and whether 
he will ask the Estates Commissioners to 
get into direct communication with the 
executors of this estate, with a view to 
purchase. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners cannot trace any record of 
negotiations for the purchase by them of 
this estate, but if particulars as to the 


Mr. DUFFY (Galway, 8.): I beg to! present owners are furnished to them, 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-! they will make further inquiries. 
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Derry Island Lands. 
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the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 


Mr. HOGAN (Tipperary, N.): I beg | his attention has been drawn to the fact 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- | that the salary of the draughtsman of 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware | Bills to the Irish Government is now 
that negotiations are going on between | £900 per annum; who is the present 


Lord Avonmore and the Estates Commis- 
sioners as to the sale to the tenants of the 
lands of Derry Island and Belleisle, in the 
parish of Lorrha, and county of Tipperary ; 


holder of this office; when was he 
appointed ; where does he reside; and 


-has he received any subsistence allow- 


can he say whether in July last the | 


states Commissioners received a petition 
from the tenants on the property, some 
of whom have only a few acres of cut-out 
bog, asking them, if a sale should take 
place, to give them, the tenants, portions 
of the untenanted grass lands; and will 


ance to which he was not entitled. 


Mr. BIRRELL : The salary of the Lrish 
draughtsman of Bills is now £900 per 
annum. The present holder of the office 
is Mr. Richard Manders, K.C., C.B., who 
was appointed in 1891. Mr. Manders 
now resides in London, as it has been 


he use his influence with the Estates | found that he can discharge his duties 


Commissioners in carrying out this 


purpose. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- 


| 
| 
| 


sioners are not aware of any negotiations | 
tor the sale of this estate which may be in | 


progress. The Commissioners have re- 
ceived the petition referred to, and will 
give it due consideration in the event of 
proceedings for sale being instituted 
hefore them. 


Contempt of Court in Ireland. 

Mr. DELANY: 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether it is his intention to 


introduce a Bill this Session dealing with | 


the law of contempt of Court in Ireland. 


Mr. BIRRELL: There is no intention 
of introducing separate legislation for 
Ireland in regard to contempt of Court. 
The law in this matter is the same in 
England as in Ireland. The Government 
will consider the entire matter, which is 
not in a satisfactory state, at a convenient 
opportunity. 


Mr. DELANY: 
Bill for Ireland. 


Mr. Bryce promised a 


Mr. BIRRELL: I have repeated that 
promise. 


Mr. DELANY: It was to be for Ire- 
land alone. : 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am told the law 
is exactly the same in the two countries. 


Draughtsman of Irish Bills. 
Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 


| the 


I beg to ask the | 


| Dublin ; 


more effectively in London than in 
but he visits Ireland when 
required to do so. There has been some 
discussion as to his title to receive 
subsistence allowance during the time he 
has resided in London; and this discus- 
sion has been terminated by giving him 
a fixed allowance to cover his residence 
in both countries. The hon. Member 
will find full particulars of the matter in 
Appropriation Accounts recently 
presented to Parliament (page 265). 
KENNEDY: Does 


Mr. VINCENT 


|this gentleman make any return of how 
| he spends his time ? 





Mr. BIRRELL: I may say that the 
salary is not more than a fair remunera- 
tion for valuable services, and it compares 
very poorly with salaries paid to corre- 
sponding officials in English offices. 


Irish Poor Law Union Clerks. 

Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.) : I 
beg tu ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether it is 
in accordance with the rules of the Local 
Government Board that the clerk to a 
Poor Law Union should reside in the 
licensed house of his father who is chair- 
man of the board of guardians, that a 
relieving officer should live in his mother’s 
licensed house and distribute relief 
therein, and that a rate collector should 
reside in a public house, the licence of 
which is held by his wife, and collect 
rates therein ; and what steps the Local 
(sovernment Board propose to take to 
enforce the observance of their rules upon 
the Cahirciveen Board of Guardians and 
Rural District Council. 
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Mr. BIRRELL: No rule has been made 
by the Local Government Board in regard 
to the place of residence of a clerk to a 
Poor Law Union. Under the Board’s 
general regulations, no person can be 
appointed as a relieving officer who is 
engaged in retail trade, and outdoor 
relief may not be paid in a public house. 
The Public Bodies Order provides that no 
person may be appointed a poor -rate 
collector who is engaged in retail trade, 
or any member of whose family is so 
engaged. The Board have no informa- 
tion that these regulations are being 
violated in the district mentioned in the 
Question. 


Mr. LONSDALE : Will the right hon 
Gentleman make inquiries locally ¢ 


Mr. BIRRELL: Inquiries have been 
made with the result I have stated. 


Orpen’s Estate, County Kerry. 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Estate 
of Olive G. Orpen and another, in the 
county of Kerry, is now in the Land 
Judge’s Court ; and, if so, will he direct 
the attention cf the Estates Commis- 
sioners to the fact, with the view of 
negotiating a sale of the estate; and 
whether he will also call the attention of 
the Estates Commissioners to the fact 
that the owners’ solicitors who repre 
sented to them that they were negotiating 
with the tenants for a direct sale to them 
failed to keep their appointments to meet 
the tenants on three separate occasions. 


Mr. BIRRELL: This estate is in the 
Land Judge's Court. The Estates Com- 
missioners have offered their services as 
conciliators, under the Lord Lieutenant's 
Regulations, with the view of facilitating 
a sale to the tenants. As, however, a 
Receiver has recently been appointed by 
the Land Judge, it would appear that 
the Regulations do not apply to the case. 
The Land Judge informs me that a sale 
to the tenants was substantially ayreed 
upon a year ago, but as some of the 
tenants repudiated the agreement the 


owners declined to go on with the 
negotiations. The Land Judge has now 
appointed a day for the discussion before 
him of the matter, and will give the 
tenants an opportunity of being heard. 
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Killinchy Disturbance. 

Mr. REDDY (King’s County, Birr) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether his 
attention has been called to attacks on 
the house of a man named Henderson, in 
Killinchy, East Down, which was in the 
possession of bailiffs; whether any 
damage was done to person or property ; 
whether the sale of the gocds was hoy- 
cotted by the local Unionists; and 
whether peace has been restored to this 
disturbed district. 


Mr. BIRRELL : The police authorities 
inform me that on the night of the 14th 
instant some young men shouted and 
jeered when passing Mr. Henderson’s 
house, of which bailitis were in possession, 
No attack was made on the house, and 
no damage was done. The subsequent 
sale of Henderson’s goods was not boy- 
cotted. The district has not been in a 
disturbed condition. 


Shirley Estate, Monaghan. 

Mr. M’KEAN (Monaghan, 8.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that negotiations for the sale and 
purchase of the Shirley estate, in the 
county of Monaghan, have been proceed- 
ing for some time past; whether he is 
aware that the trustees of the estate, 
through their solicitor, have been using 
various improper means of inducing un 
willing tenants to buy their holdings at 
exorbitant rates; whether he is aware 
that an application has been made to the 
Estates Commissioners asking them to 
declare two electoral divisions tenanted 
by 400 occupiers an estate for the 
purpose of sale and purchase, such sale 
and purchase being opposed hy the othe: 
tenants, numbering 1,400 ; whether such 
piecemeal sales are contrary to the spirit 
of the Act of 1903 ; and whether, unde: 
such circumstances, he will instruct the 
Estates Commissioners not to sanction 
the proposed sale, or at least to delay 
their sanction until such a date as will 
enable the tenants who refuse to buy on 
the proftiered terms time to put their 
views before the Estates Commissioners 
on the whole question. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Con - 
missioners inform me that there are upon 
the Shirley estates about 1,200 agri- 
cultural tenants. The great majority, 
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namely 550, of the tenants situated within 
one compact block comprising nearly 
forty townlands, have agreed to purchase 
their holdings, while the tenants outside 
that block have declined to purchase on 
the same terms. There are over fifty 
evicted tenants whose holdings are 
scattered throughout the entire estate, 
and the vendor proposes to sell these 
holdings to the Commissioners in order 
that the evicted tenants may be rein- 
stated. The Commissioners propose to 
declare the compact block described, 
together with the evicted farms, to be a 
separate estate for the purposes of the 
sale, in order that the evicted tenants 
may be reinstated at once. The 
Commissioners hold that it would 
be unjust to deprive the tenants 
ina compact block on a large property 
like this of the benefits of land pur- 
chase, and at the same time to deprive 
the evicted tenants of the opportunity 
of reinstatement, because other tenants 
have not agreed to purchase. The 
vendor’s solicitor has informed the Com- 
missioners that no steps have been 
taken to realise the rents due which 
would not have been taken in the usual 
course in any other vear. The Com- 
missioners have already intimated their 
willingness to hear the views of the 
tenants who have declined to purchase, 
and are still prepared to hear them. 


in reply to a further Question, 


Mr. BIRRELL said it was unfortunate 
that the tenants on one half of the estate 
were willing to sell, while those on the 
other half were not. The holdings of 
the evicted tenants were scattered over 
the whole estate, and that was the 
dithiculty. 


Ballyalla (Clare) Postal Arrangements. 
Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.): [beg to ask the Postmaster-General 
if he will order a letter-box to be placed 
at Ballyalla, County Clare, for the con- 
venience of the residents of the district. 


culty in this case arises from the 
extremely small number of letters likely 
to be posted, and from the fact that 


- the erection of an ordinary letter - box 


on the site suggested would involve 
more than the usual expense. I will, 
however, make further inquiry with the 
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| view of ascertaining whether a small 
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letter-box could be put up at Ballyalla 
cross-roads without special expense. I 
will communicate the result to the hon. 
Member in due course. 


Longford Post Office. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Postmaster-General whether he is 
aware that, owing to defective con- 
struction and arrangement of depart- 
ments, persons wanting to transact 
business at Longford post office are often 
kept standing from ten minutes to half 
an hour; whether a rearrangement of 
desks can be made whereby each depart- 
ment, stamps, telegrams, money orders, 
and parcels, can be separated by lengthen- 
ing the present counter and taking away 
the postmaster’s office ; and will he direct 
an inquiry into this matter. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: I will 
inquire into the matter. 


Postal Districts in Ireland. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Postmaster-General if he will state 
the reason which induced his department 
to transfer Longford from the Dublin to 
the Northern District surveyors ; whether 
he is aware that communication is far 
more direct between Longford and Dublin 
than between Longford and Belfast ; and 
will he now reconsider the matter and 
place Longford again in charge of the 
Dublin District surveyors. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: As the hon 
Member was informed by my predecessor 
on 7th March, 1904, Longford and other 
towns were transferred from the Midland 
District to the Northern District, in 
order to equalise the size of the two 
districts as far as possible, and thus 
promote efficiency and economy ; and | 
do not propose to disturb the arrange- 
ment. The hon. Member is mistaken in 
thinking that the headquarters of the 
Northern Surveying District are in 
Belfast. The headquarters of all three 


| Irish Surveying Districts are in Dublin. 
Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: The ditti- 


Procedure Committee. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: T beg 
to ask the Prime Minister when the 
Procedure Committee is to meet again 
to consider the proposal placed before it 
that it be a recommendation that business 


ibe so arranged that the session should 


K 
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end each year not later than the end of | 


June. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or tHe TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): 
The Procedure Committee has not been 
reappointed this session. ‘The House has 
not yet considered all the proposals which 
were reported to it last year. I hope, 
however, that these proposals will be 
dealt with before Easter. As to the 
rearrangement of the session, that is a 
matter which must be proposed by the 
Government on their own responsibility. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: May I 
ask whether there is any intention of 
reappointing this Committee, because 
the members understood that this par- 
ticular proposal with regard to the session 
and other matters would be considered 
by them ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 


I do not think we have looked, as yet, 


beyond the duty which lies on us of | 


dealing with the proposals already made 
by the Committee. 


trish Tobacco Bill. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: I beg 
to ask the Prime Minister whether, in 


view of the support promised on behalf | 


of the Government to the Irish Tobacco 


Bill, he will give facilities for its passage 


into law. 


Sm H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
No, Sir ; it is impossible at this stage for 
the Government to promise facilities for 
any measure for which they are not 
themselves «lirectly responsible. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND inquired 
whether, if this Bill passed Second 
Reading, the Government would offer 
any objection to its being sent to one of 
the Grand Committees. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I hope that will be the fate of the Bill. 


Moray Firth. 


Mr. CATHCART WASON : I beg to 
ask the Prime Minister if he is aware of 
the consequences which must follow on 
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the opening of the Moray Firth to 
trawlers ; of the desire of the people to 
‘lay before him, by deputation, their 
views on the subject; and if he will 
consent to receive such a deputation. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNEL MAN; 
We are well acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of this controversy. His 
Majesty’s Government are doing every- 
thing in their power to enforce the law 
‘and to protect the interests concerned ; 
and I do not think that any useful 
purpose would be served by my receiving 
a deputation at present. 


Government Boards. 
Mr. BOTTOMLEY (Hackney, 8.): I 


beg to ask the Prime Minister whether, 
in view of the fact that there has 
never been a meeting of the Board of 
Trade, the Local Government Board, or 
the Board of Agriculture, and taking 
into consideration the present constitution 
of these Boards, he will consider the 
desirableness of introducing a measure 
for reconstituting them upon a_ repre- 
sentative and expert basis. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
I see no reason for altering the constitu- 
tion of these Boards which appear to 
work harmoniously and etliciently. 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of 
London) : Can the right hon. Gentleman 
give any: indication as to the course of 
business next week ? 


sim H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said that if Votes A and 1. of the Army 
Kstimates were obtained that day, on 
Monday the first order would be the 
Army Supplementary Estimates. Then 
the Army Bill would be introduced, and 
afterwards the report stage of Votes A 
and 1. of the Army Estimates would be 
taken. On Tuesday they would en- 
deavour to get the Speaker out of the 
(Chair on the Navy Estimates. On 
| Wednesday they would take the Navy 
| Votes A and 1., and Vote 10. On 
'Thursday, if the Navy Votes were 
‘obtained, they proposed to take the 


| Civil Service Vote on account. 
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NEW BILLS. 
POLICE (SUPERANNUATION) BILL. 


“To amend the Law respecting the 
Superannuation of Police Constables,” 
presented by Mr. Samuel Roberts ; to be 
read a second time upon Friday, 22nd 
March, and to be printed. [Bill 80.] 


ADVERTISEMENTS REGULATION BILL. 


“ To authorise local authorities to make 


by-laws respecting the exhibition of | 


Advertisements,” presented by Mr. Hart- 
Davies; supported by Mr. Wyndham, 


Sir William Brampton Gurdon, Lord | 


Balcarres, Sir Charles Schwann, Mr. 
Butcher, Mr. MacNeill, Mr. 
Macdonald, and Mr. Beale; to be read a 
second time upon Monday next, and to 
be printed. | Bill 81.] 


WEEKLY REST-DAY BILL. 


“To secure a Weekly Rest-day,” 
presented by Mr. Clarke ; supported by 
Mr. George White, Mr. Steadman, Mr. 
3ertram Straus, Sir Alfred Thomas, Mr. 
Corrie Grant, Mr. Remnant, and Mr. 
Charles Price ; to be read a second time 
upon Tuesday, 9th April, and to be 
printed. [Bill 82.] 


EDUCATION (ADMINISTRATIVE PRO- 
VISIONS) BILL. 


“To make provision for the better 
administration by the central and local 
authorities in England and Wales of the 
enactments relating to Education,” pre- 
sented by Mr. McKenna; to be read a 
second time upon Monday next, and to 
be printed. [bill 83.] 


SMALI. HOLDINGS (SCOTLAND) (NO. 2) 
BILL. 


“To establish a Department of the 
Board of Agriculture in Scotland and to 
facilitate the provision of Small Holdings 
in Scotland, and for other purposes 
connected therewith,” presented by Mr. 
Munro Ferguson ; 
Thomas Glen Coats and Sir Edward 
Tennant ; to be read a second time upon 
Monday, 18th March, and to be printed. 
{ Bill 84. | 
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SUPPLY [ist ALLOTTED DAY. ] 
Corsidered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


(Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair.} 


ARMY ESTIMATES,*1907-8. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That a number ot Land Forces, not ex- 
ceeding 190,000, all ranks, be maintained 
for the service of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland at Home and 
Abroad, excluding His Majesty’s Indian 
Possessions, during the year ending on 
the 31st day of March, 1908.” 


*Caprain KINCAID-SMITH (War- 
wickshire, Stratford-on-Avon) continuing 
his speech said that the test of the 
scheme must include the Regular Army 
and the territorial Army taken together. 
The real test must be whether it 
would provide us with that war machinery 
and give us that expanding Army which 
would be required in time of emergency, 
or in any great war. He agreed that 
an expeditionary force of 150,000 men 
was rather large. But as they had got 
these men owing to the linked-battalion 
system he theught they might as well 
have it etticiently organised as an 
expeditionary Army. What they wanted 
was a small Army sufficient to provide 
an Indian and Colonial garrison and a 
small striking force in England in time of 
peace as well as give us an expansible 
Army in time of a great war. He did not 
think anyone contemplated having in Eng- 
land an enormous standing Army which 
would compete with Continental forces. 
What we wanted was a small force 
which could compete with European forces 
in localities where they could not bring 
their large numbers to bear. Such forces 
would be required on our frontiers where 
we might be subjected to an attack by 
a foreign Power, such as in Egypt, 
Canada, and Afghanistan. They might, 
perhaps, put Canada and Egypt on one 
side—especially Egypt—whilst we main- 
tained our naval supremacy. The only 
remaining place, therefore, was the Indian 
Frontier, and that was the whole problem. 
The question they should ask themselves 
was, Did the scheme meet the test, viz: 
that by the scheme they would have such 
machinery as to enable them to provide 


a large force, after six or more months 
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notice, as would be required to defend the 
frontier. The answer was in the affirm- 
ative, on one condition ; aud that was that 
the men would be forthcoming for the 
territorial Army. He believed that the 
scheme was the best that could be brought 
forward at the present time and with 
present materials. Of course, if the men 
did not come forward then it would 
fail; no doubt they would do so to 
a certain extent; but whether their 
numbers would be suflicient was a matter 
upon which they could not speak 
detinitely. He wished also to make one 
criticism on the Speech of the hon. 
Member for the Abercromby Division 
when he remarked that the territorial 
Army would not be liable for service 
abroad. No one had ever suggested that 
it would. Of course not. We should 
always have to rely for the reinforcements 
for our expeditionary Forces on Volunteer 
help. Thousands of Volunteers had come 
forward in time of war and great national 
emergency, and they would do so again. 
He did not think we should ever lack 
Volunteers in times of danger, whether 
the danger arose on our home shores or 
distant shores. We wanted, however, 
to have these Volunteers with more 
military training than they received 
at the present time. For that reason he 
welcomed the scheme of the right hon. 
Gentleman. The hon. Member for the 
Abercromby Division had contended 
that the Volunteer unit, in his opinion, 
was an efficient substitute for the Regular 
unit and had given as an illustration of 
his argument a little anecdote of some 
occurrence in South Africa. He had told 
them of how a hairdresser with a gun 
held up a battery of Regular Artillery. 
He could quite conceive such a thing 


possible under certain circumstances. 
He would ask if the hon. Gentleman 
knew anything in history to justify 


that statement? Going back to the 
American Civil War was there any- 
thing there which would justify the 
statement that the Volunteer unit 
could be an efficient substitute for the 
Regular unit? He believed it was the 
deliberate opinion of all great military 
critics, that if either side in the American 
war could have put two, or even one, Army 
Corps in the field in the first six w eoks it 
would have saved the country from the 
devastating war which lasted four 
years. He did not think, therefore, 
that there was any ground for that 


Capt. Kincatd-Smith. 
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amazing assertion of his hon. friend. It 
might have been an intelligible argument 
if his hon. friend had made the comparison 
between a skeleton battery and a Volun- 
teer battery, when these two came up for 
mobilisation for service. But the state- 
ment that a Volunteer battery or a Volun- 
teer unit would be an efficient substitute 
for a Regular unit, he believed would not 
be accepted by any military authority in 
this country or anywhere else. It might 
be granted that soldiers who had the 
honour of serving in the Regular Army 
took extreme views as to the relative 
value of the Regular and Volunteer forces ; 
but they must observe also that those 
whoserved in the Auxiliary Forces took an 
extreme view of the value of their force 
versus the Regular force. The hon. and 
gallant Gentleman made some other 
amazing statements and he _ thought 
they were very dangerous owing to the 
impressive way in which he made them, 
and the great art which he possessed of 
attracting his audience not only upon this 
subject but also upon others. It would 
perhaps be a very good thing if a little 
motto were put up over the War and 
Colonial Offices “ Beware of Seely.” He 
did not know which idea if pushed to its 
extreme limit was the more dangerous, the 
notion of the extreme value of the picked 
and more highly trained man, or that the 
Volunteer was an efficient substitute for 
the Regular. The picked-man_ notion 
might be true when applied to the Colonies 
and in countries where the difficulties 
of transport were very great ; but when 
they came to deal with European forces, 
then he believed that greater individual 
efficiency would not win the day against 
vastly superior numbers ; and when you 
had odds of four or five to one then 
the day would be won by numbers, by 
organisation and national characteristics. 
The question of the officers was the 
most important part of the whole 
problem. He did not think it would 
be an unkind thing if he were to 
say, by way of illustration, that when 
the Yeomanry went to South Africa, the 
first body of them were splendid both as 
to men and officers, but he thought 
everyone in a position qualified to judge 
would agree that of those who followed 
the men were very good material and 
would have been very good for their 
work with a little more training; but 
unfortunately the officers had not suflicient 
military training themselves to justify 
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confidence being placed in them by 
those responsible for operations in the 
field. Their zeal was all right, but 
not their military training. His point 
was, that in a time of emergency, 
and in the event of a great war, that 
was the class which we wished to 
have to rely upon and to get rid of the 
difficulty. The right hon. Gentleman 
had now brought forward his scheme. 
But was this scheme going to attract the 
large number of officers—10,000—which 
would be required? Would the scheme 
attract that number of suitable men from 
the public schools and universities for 
the small sum of £20, to qualify as 
officers in the Reserves ? If that sum was 
sufficient, of course the scheme would be 
asuecess ; but he was sceptical whether 
this sum of money would attract hun- 
dreds and thousands of young men in 
this country, who were our best material, 
but who hitherto had done nothing to 
assist the Auxiliary Forces. If they 
went into the hunting field in the 
country, or to places of amusement in 
towns, they would find there some of our 
hest material, but many of them, up to the 
present time, had done nothing to assist 
the Auxiliary Forces in any capacity what- 
soever. He thought the War Office would 
find that a comparatively small number 
would be attracted by the sum of 
£20. The right hon. Gentleman, when 
he talked about the Reserve ofticers in the 
Continental forces of France and Germany, 
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did not mention that the only way in | 
which they were obtained was by some sort | 


of compulsion, and he believed that we 
should not get the number of officers we 


required, with sufticient military training, | 


unless we had some sort of compulsion all | 
| it, and they all wished to retain the old 


Yes; he re- 
compulsory 
There was a 
compulsory 


round. [Cries of “Oh.”] 
peated it—a system of 
military training all round. 
broad distinction between 


military training and compulsory military | 
He knew that a number of hon. | 


service. 
Gentlemen opposite would say that the 
compulsory military training of this 
great Army would be the first step 
towards conscription, but he would be 
as much opposed to such a system 
as anyone. Conscription would mean 
the taking of the youth of the country 
for a year, or more than a year, for the 
purpose of service ; but military training 
as outlined in this territorial system 
would, he thought, meet with approval 
generally, and he certainly thought that 
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it would be the only way in which their 
military problem could be ultimately 
solved. Last autumn he made a thousand 
calls in his Division, and he took the 
opportunity of asking the parents their 
views of this system of military training 
for their sons. He was_ perfectly 
astonished at the numbers who warmly 
approved of it when they understood 
the distinction between military train- 
ing and military service. Parents did 
not object to their sons receiving military 
training such as two evenings a week, 
and a week in camp once a year, but they 
resented the idea of withdrawing them 
from civil life. Hon. Members had 
referred to democratic Colonial Govern- 
ments and some of their institutions ; but 
in Australia now they were talking about 
a scheme of training all round. Then, in 
the democratic United States, the illus- 
trious head of that country was looking 
forward to the time when everybody 
there would have a short military train- 
ing. He hoped the right hon. Gentle- 
man would not think him presumptuous 
if he said to him “ Leave the Regular 


Army alone.” There was nothing 
wrong with the Regulars. He 


believed that, man for man, and unit for 
unit, they were equal, if not superior, to 
any force on the Continent. All that 
the Regulars wanted was to be left 
alone. ‘To instance a small point: the 
alteration of mess dress of the artillery 
had caused an enormous amount of 
feeling. He believed that every officer in 
the artillery wished to retain his old mess 
dress, although he personally did not 
know whether the old mess dress was 
better than the new. The officers, how- 
ever, were the people who had to wear 


form. Of course he could understand that 
there was some advantage if the new dress 
was cheaper; but it seemed that the 
old mess dress with a little more gold lace 
on it, although it cost more, lasted longer, 
and in the end was the cheaper article. 
If the right hon. Gen‘leman would have 
a small Committee of Artillery officers, 
and seek the advice of some tailors, he 
would find that they were quite justified 
in their request, and he might be able 
to see his way to allowing them to have 
what they desired. Since the war there 
had been an extraordinary and undis- 
guisable feeling of dissatisfaction in the 


Army. He thought that one cause was 
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the restlessness after a long campaign 
which made it difficult for both officers 
and men to settle down to the humdrum 
of barrack routine. Officers also did not 
hesitate to leave the Army if they saw 
any chance of a lucrative position in civil 
life, «nd he did no* think any slight 
increase of pay would reciify that. But 
the chief cause of the dissatisfaction, of 
both officers and men, was that after many 
years service they frequently found they 
were abused in the Press and held up to 
ridicule and contempt on the platforms, 
and very often in the music halls. Until 
that sort of thing was ended there 
would be always this feeling of discontent. 
So far as the right hon. Gentleman was 
concerned he had succeeded in making 
friends with the Army, and his scheme 
would be approved of as a whole; but, 
if the territorial Army was to be a real 
asset to the country, the Volunteers and 
the Militia, as at present constituted, 
must be swept away. 


THE UNDER-SECRETARY or 
STATE ror tHe COLONIES (Mr. 
CHURCHILL, Manchester, N.W.) said that 
during the last Parliament the conviction 
arose, and not by any means only on one 
side of the House, that the cost of the 
Army had unduly increased and that it 
unduly trenched upon the funds required 
for other purposes of national expenditure 
—upon the great sums, for instance, 
which they were forced to provide for 
the maintenance of the Navy. It was 
felt, too, that of the money spent on the 
Army an undue proportion was devoted 
to the Regular branch of the military 
forces, and that insufficient attention 
was devoted to the Volunteers, Yeo- 
manry, and Militia. Those opinions were 
freely expressed in many debates in the 
House, and were very often the subject 
of discussion at public meetings, and he 
thought no one would deny that they met 
with a great deal of acceptance in the 
country at the general election. When 
the new Parliament came back last 
session the whole of the Government’s 
supporters were, he thought, resolved that 
an earnest effort should be made to effect 
a real retrenchment in Army expenditure 
and a certain reduction in the numerical 
strength of the Regular Army.#*The 
situation which confronted his right hon. 
friend was not so satisfactory as that 


Capt. Kincaid-Sinith. 
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which several of his predecessors had 
enjoyed. The hon. Gentleman who had 
just spoken had reminded them that after 
all the money that had been spent on the 
Army, in spite of so many rapid changes, 
an indescribable feeling of restlessness 
prevaded officers and men. They knew 
in what scathing terms the right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for Croydon 
summed up the military achievements 
of his predecessors in office. In these 
circumstances his right hon. friend de- 
voted himself to his heavy task, and he 
would respectfully submit that the re- 
ductions which, in the course of his tenure 
of power, he had already achieved, were 
noteworthy and satisfactory. There was 
an actual reduction of over £2,000,000 
upon the regular Army. There was a 
further reduction of £900,000 annually 
on the average loan expenditure of the 
preceding ten years, and in addition the 
right hon. Gentleman had succeeded in 
surmounting the automatic increase, ag- 
gregating in the last few years to nearly 
£1,100,000, which was an_ irresistible 
under current to all his efforts at re- 
trenchment. The right hon. Member 
for Dover, of the tone of whose 


speech on the preceding day he did 


not in any way complain, seemed rather 
to underrate the financial achieve- 
ment of his right hon. friend. He said 
that, after all, these automatic increase, 
were things which always occurred. No 
doubt that was the experience of the 
right hon. Gentleman, and that was one 
of the very points of which they had 
perpetually complained. It was not 
merely the ordinary proposals for 
Army Expenditure which were put before 
them every year that caused anxiety; 
it was the momentum that Army 
Estimates had been steadily acquiring. 
He ventured to say that if the various 
schemes put forward by his right hon. 
friend’s two predecessors had attained 
to their full level, the cost would have 
been considerably above the Estimates 
which were presented this year. The 
scheme of Mr. Brodrick could not have 
been carried out, even with the strictest 
regard for economy, at a less charge than 
£31,000,000 a year, and would have 
reached that figure in the present year. 
The scheme of the right hon. Member 
for Croydon would have been only 


very little less. The economies which his 
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right hon. friend was effecting were not 
yet complete. The reduction of eight 
battalions from the strength of the 
Regular Army was not wholly effective 
in the first year; a further reduction 
would be experienced on the Estimates 
of future years when the reduction 
operated through every stage in the 
soldier’s career. He was quite aware 
that a good many people who followed 
military matters with a general, but 
superficial interest said that it was the 
duty of the Government to reduce the 
expenditure on the Army to the level 
at which it stood in 1896 and 1897. 
That, of course, was absolutely im- 
possible. [“ Why ?”] It was very easy 
to add expenditure to expenditure, but 
the process of recovering the funds 
which had been perhaps lightly and 
blithely voted was painful, and, in some 
cases insuperable obstacles were en- 
countered. Let them take some of the 
items by which Army expenditures had 
been increased since 1896. There was, 
first, the increase of the pay of the soldier 
amounting to £1,500,000 a year. No 
one would propose that that should be 
taken off. He challenged any one, of 
any Party, to say that, having conceded 
our private soldiers those considerable 
advances in pay, it would be possible 
now to lower the standard rate of wage 
throughout the Army. Then there was 
the bounty given to the Militia by Mr. 
Brodrick, amounting to £140,000, for 
the purpose of raising the Militia to the 
level of 150,000 men, but which had no 
result of any sort of a satisfactory char- 
acter. Of course, while the Militia 
remained in its present condition that was 
an absolutely irrecoverable item of ex- 
penditure. Then there was the £400,000 
a year increase due to the filling up of the 
Reserve, an increase which he did not 
at all deplore, but which was automatic 
and could only be recovered through the 
slow operation of the Army system. 
There was an increase of pensions, partly 
due to the South African War and partly 
due to subsidiary causes. These were 
items which were not within the power of 
the War Minister to overtake, however 
desirous he might be to effect economies, 
and however courageous he might be in 
making reductions. Then, lastly, there 
was the interest on loans and borrowed 
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money, which amounted to no less than 
£900,000 a year. Those were serious 
limitations and restrictions upon the work 
of his right hon. friend, and he thought 
the Committee would agree that, as he had 
begun to make the necessary reductions 
in the units of the Army, time and patience 
should be accorded him; and while the 
other process by which retrenchment 
might be effected, viz., the vear-to-vear 
practice of thrifty and frugal adminis- 
tration and careful scrutiny of accounts, 
was at work, the process of his right 
hon. friend would be permitted to 
mature. The right hon. Gentleman the 
Member for Dover, who addressed them 
on the previous day, had said that what 
we required was a better Army at a 
cheaper price. It was a modest request. 
but he thought they would all agree with 
it. The only test to which military 
schemes should be subjected was the 
amount of war power yielded by the mili- 
tary machine in proportion to the money 
which was spent upon it ; and that was the 
only test by which the Secretary for War 
would desire his scheme to be judged. 
What were the main principles of the 
scheme unfolded to them on Monday 
last? First, it was an earnest attempt 
to turn the voluntary system to 
its best advantage. In the _ second 
place, there was the principle of the 
organisation of our land forces in two 
lines—the field Army and the Home 
Army;or they might be called the Regular 
Army and the territorial Army, or people 
who liked high-sounding titles might 
call them the Imperial Army and the 
National Army. The right hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for Dover might take his 
choice—he believed he preferred the more 
luxuriant forms of expression. He thought 
they would agree that there was great 
simplification in the division of our land 
forces into these two main categories. It 
was wi h the Regular forces of the Crown 
that the problem to be solved presented the 
primary difficulty. It was an old problem. 
The right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for Dover had told them on the previous 
day that the needs of the British Army 
were peculiar, and that the problem was 
complicated. It was quite true that the 
Minister who was responsible for the 
British Army had to solve a problem 
which contained not only every perversity 





279 Army {COMMONS} 280 


of fact but also every perplexity of human problem was considered, the case for 
nature, with all the difficulties of mathe- | dove-tailing the foreign and home regular 
matics added. There were two facts |services together, for making the home 
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about the Regular forces of the Crown|battalions train the drafts for the 
which made all comparison between the |foreign battalions, for enabling the 


cost of our system and the cost of the 
military systems of foreign nations quite 
inapplicable. First of all, we proceeded 
on the voluntary system, so that we had 
to take our men when and where we could 
get them; and the second fact was the 
great foreign establishment which this 
country was forced to maintain. These 
two facts, which could not but be present 
to one set of critics or the other, were 
absolutely irremovable facts, and as long 
as they endured the symmetry of the 
military machine could never be wholly 
attain d, and its cheapness could never |the knocking about to which it had 
bear comparison with the military organi-|been subjected, and those who had 
sation of other countries. He had brought their arguments into collision 
obs_tved in the debate yesterday a ten-|with it had usually retired in weariness 
dency to prowl around the Cardwellian|from the field. His right hon. friend 
system without the necessary courage to | preserved as the basis of the settlement 
make an inroad upon it. The right hon. |of the problem of the Regular army the 
Member for Dover seemed to speak | main principle of the Cardwellian system, 
with some suspicion and doubt of the|by which he meant the training of men 
regular Cardwellian system as we had |for battalions abroad in the ranks of the 


foreign battalions to secrete the reserves 
which in time of war were to form 
upon the cadres of the home battalions 
—that dual principle, that reciprocal 
action presented such enormous economy 
in finance, realised such a high standard 
of battalions on mobilis:. ion compared 
with anything that could be obtained 
under rival schemes, that, although 
the system had been so _ often 
changed, and _ although many 
able men had cudgelled their brains 
to destroy it, yet it had stood all 


sO 








known it in this country, and his hon. and 
gallant friend the Member for the Aber- 
cromby Division had given notice that 
he would on a suitable occasion attempt 
to demolish it completely. The needs of 
the British Empire were diverse. There 
were the forces which we required at 
home, and there were the forces which 
we r quired to gar‘ison foreign stations. 
The system which suited one force was 
less well adapted to the other. The 
conditions of service which would enable 
the whole Army to accumulate a very 
large reserve were not applicable to the 
maintenance of foreign garrisons abroad, 
where stability was required, where they 
must necessarily serve for a considerable 
time, where they must be matured and 
seasoned men, and where it was not worth 
while to take them out merely to be trans- 
ported back again to this country. These 
conflicting needs had led numerous stu- 
dents of Army reform to propose a 
solution on the basis of a dual service, 
the two parts to be quite distinct. He 
quite admitted that for the purposes 
of either service such a distinction would 
be a great advantage; but when the 
n eds of the country as a whole were 
considered, and the whole military 


Mr. Churchill. 


‘battalions at home. He was told that 
iso long as that system was observed, 
‘there could be no further extensive 
leconomy in the British Army. He was 
/not at all prepared to admit that. While 
recognising that a balance of battalions, 
the number of battalions at home equal- 
ling the number abroad, was the best 
means of arrivir gat the highest efficiency 
‘and economy, under the Cardwellian 
isystem, it was by no means proved that 
ithe equipoise must inevitably, and in 
jal cases, be maintained. Such an equi- 
poise did not in fact exist at the present 
moment ; and although he was very glad 
to find himself again in agreement with 
the right hon. Gentleman below the 
gangway, that such an equipoise did 
not in fact exist, yet there were 
half a dozen devices, with the details 
of which he would not weary the Com- 
mittee, by which a certain preponderance 
of the battalions necessary to be kept 
abroad might be met, without over- 
throwing the advantage of the principle of 
training recruits for service abroad 
in the ranks of the Regular battalions at 
home. He confessed that it was to him 
an additional advantage in the scheme 
of his right hon. friend that it did not 
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close the door to any further movements 
in the direction of reducing the general 
strength of the Army if policy should 
appear to justify such a reduction. There 
was another important fact about the 
scheme of the right hon. Gentleman, 
to which he would like to draw the 
attention of the Committee,  viz., 
the supply of recruits required every 
year to maintain establishments and 
organisation. They were often told 
that they should begin considering what 
our Army should be by considering 
how great our needs might be; but he 
thought that it was much better to see 
what were our actual resources rather than 
attempt to measure potentialities which 
were in their very nature immeasurable. 
The governing consideration of Army 
policy was the annual quota of efficient 
good, healthy recruits of the proper 
standard who could be obtained from the 
country in any one year. That, he 
submitted, ought to be the starting 
point in any scheme of Army reform. 
The annual supply of recruits varied 
very much less from year to year than 
people would suppose. The supply varied 
to some extent inversely with the labour 
market ; it also varied with the spirit 
of military adventure that filled the 
minds of the people. As long as they 
kept within the demand of 23,000 to 
25,000 men a year a very considerable 
degree of economy pervaded the military 
system. Once they passed beyond that 
very kind of waste and inconvenience 
crept into the system, and the larger the 
lemand for recruits the greater the 
wastage. The standards of health, age, 
and good character were very important 
in regard to the Foreign Service Army, 
but those standards could not be 
so rigidly enforced, or possibly they had 
to be relaxed, and the energies of re- 
cruiters were stimulated to procure men 
even if they went beyond the strict rules 
which had been laid down to govern the 
enlistment of men in the Army. General 
recruiting in this country was like a 
spring ; long as they were content 
with its normal flow they got clear water 
circulating through the whole of the 
military system ; if, on the contrary, they 
began to pump, they brought up gravel, 
which, at every stage of the whole 
elaborate process, caused friction, waste 


to the public, and he ventured to say no 
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good to the social system as a whole. 
Let them compare the scheme of the 
Secretary of State with the schemes of 
his predecessors, bearing these few ob- 
servations in mind. He was informed 
that actuarial calculations of a very 
complicated character placed the aver- 
age annual quota of recruits necessary to 
sustain Mr. Brodrick’s Army scheme 
at 40,200 a year. The policy of the 
right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
Croydon had differen’ terms of service 
and was based on the principle of the 
dual Army, which was stated by him 
in the House, in reply to a question by 
the present Prime Minister, to require 
31,600 recruits a year. The present 
Secretary for War had effected a reduc- 
tion in the Army of eight battalions, and 
he had also returned to the old com- 
promise between the needs of the home 
Army and the needs of foreign service 
which was best expressed by the term, 
‘seven years with the colours and five 
with the reserve.” Thus he had re- 
duced the annual demand on the re- 
cruiting supplies of the country to 22,000 
men a year—a demand well within the 
normal limits of production. The greatly 
improved terms now given to the soldier, 
together with the diminished demand 
for recruits, should give the Secretary for 
War a higher selective power than his 
predecessors had possessed, and con- 
sequently there would be a gain of effi- 
ciency all through the elaborate circu- 
lations of the Army. If the establish- 
ments of the regiments were somewhat 
smaller, the proportion of effectives would 
be larger; and if the force looked smaller 
on paper it would really be stronger in the 
field when mobilised for war. As to the 
fourth point in this scheme—the ex- 
peditionary foree—no one viewed with 
undue enthusiasm the preparations of 
a great army for immediate overseas 
employment, and such a_ provision, 
although necessary in the case of our 
Empire, was nevertheless not a provision 
which found its parallel among other 
modern States. But of course no onecould 
be blind to the fact that we had a very 
serious and grave obligation upon us in 
regard to India, and it was our high duty 
to shield India from anything that could 
bring disturbance or disaster to the 
millions living there under the protection 
of the British Crown. It was that aspect 
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of our military necessities which was the 
one real and grave contingency for which 
it was our duty to make effective pro- 
vision. The dimensions of our ex- 
peditionary force were fixed by the dimen- 
sions of the Army plant necessary in this 
country to maintain in an efficient con- 
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dition the large garrison we had to keep | 


up abroad, because the one was governed 
by the other. If the troops for that 
purpose were at home it would be folly 
not to organise them to the highest 
possible efficiency for all the various 
purposes to which they might have to be 
put. If the numbers necessary to main- 
tain the troops abroad could be reduced, 
then a reduction would be made in the size 
of the expeditionary force and the 
scheme ofthe Secretary for War would not 
lose in its harmony and efficiency. By 
the present scheme the efficiency of the 
expeditionary force would be greatly im- 
proved. 
the organisation into divisions instead 
of into army corps. A divisional or- 
ganisation was far more suited to an 
island Power conducting oversea opera- 
tions. To begin with, troops were not 
embarked in army corps; and in the 
South African War it was not in army 
corps but in divisions that we were com- 
pelled by the hard logic of events to send 
troops to the front. In the recent war, 
too, the Japanese army was reinforced 
by the movement of successive divisions. 
In this respect he thought his right hon. 
friend the Secretary of State for War 
might claim that he had adopted a more 
flexible and suitable organisation for the 
special difficulties our expeditionary force 
would have to meet. The right hon. 


Gentleman the Member for Dover had said | 


that the strength of the expeditionary 
force was to be 150,000, and that was 


nearly the strength of the force sent out | 
to South Africa under the old system | 
in | 
what order did those troops go to South | 


by the end of March, 1900. But 
Africa; and at what immense expense 
and extraordinary exertion, and by what 
strange makeshifts was that great force 
despatched 2? The arrangements now 
being made, though possible only in 


the light of recent experience, implied | 


provision and prevision for all these 
emergencies which had to be met in 


the early days of 1900. he right | 
hon. Gentleman had aske:! whether 


Mr, Churchill. 
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In the first place, there was | 
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| this force was going to be of a less com- 
| posite character than the first 150,000 
troops which were dispatched to the 
seat of war in South Africa. No doubt 
the force would be of a less composite 
‘character, but there would be a proper 
place for every man and every man would 
be in the night place. Under the want 
of system that prevailed previously 
trained soldiers of long service were 
driving wagons and carts miles in the 
rear of the army, while raw recruits wer 
sent to take their places in the fighting 
line. The new arrangements would re- 
verse that. Trained and seasoned soldiers 
would at the beginning of the campaign 
be in the firing line, and all the ancillary 
services of the Army would be discharged 
iby men of less experience. Now as to 
the fifth point in the scheme—what was 
to happen to the Militia? Very serious 
changes were contemplated. He would 
be the last not to recognise the past 
| services of that branch of the land forces, 
and how nobly they came forward and 
volunteered almost to a man for service 
at the front or in the Mediterranean 
stations during the South African War. 
It was not in any depreciation of those 
services that the problem of the Militia 
had been approached. But tendencies 
were at work in our modern life which 
were far stronger than the wishes of 
individuals, and the whole tendency of 
modern military affairs had been t 

disintegrate the Militia. The officers 
had been drawn off to the new Imperia! 
Yeomanry and many of the men had 
| been attracted to the Volunteers, ani 
‘the whole Militia service had been con- 
sistently bled by the Regular Army. Ii 
was not that the Militia had been starved 
iby the authorities. Its history during 
the last ten years proved the contrary. 
Mr. Brodrick gave a large additiona! 
bounty which quite failed in its object 
either of raising the standard or increas- 
ing the numbers. The cost of the Militie 
/had gradually increased as its numbers 


| had diminished. In 1895-96 we got 
| 112,000 men for £513,000. In 1905-06 
‘we got 89,000 men for £750,000. i 


other words, nearly 20 per cent. fewe1 
men cost nearly 50 per cent. more money. 
| After a financial fact of that kind had 
been stated, it was hardly necessary to 
allude to the unequal quality and strength 
‘of Militia battalions, to the dreadful 
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shortage of 
Militia, and to that system, which, he 
was afraid, was widely prevalent, by 
which a Militia recruit was able to serve 
in the same year many separate train- 
ings in different parts of the country. 
The right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for Dover admitted yesterday—and the 
admission counted for a good deal because 
he was a high authority on Army matters 
—that the Militia was an indefensible 
body in the condition into which it had 
got. What was the proposal of his right 
hon. friend the Secretary of State for 
War, stated in its simplest terms, in regard 
to the Militia ¢ All that belonged to the 
Volunteers, all the old county force or 
elements in the Militia, would fall back, 
under the shelter of the County Associa- 
tions, into the Territorial Army, and the 
cost per man would be reduced by that, 
from the present cost of £22 per year to 
the cost of a man in the Territorial Army, 
which, he understood, was calculated, 
though necessarily the calculation was a 
rough one, at something like £8 10s. a 
year. 


Mr. WYNDHAM (Dover) was under- 


stood to question these figures. 


Mr. CHURCHILL said he believed his 
figures were accurate, but in any case 
they were not material to his argument. 
Allthat belonged to the Volunteers would 
fall back on the National Army ; all that 
belonged to the Line was to go forward, 
under terms which the Government be- 
lieved would be acceptable, into the Line. 
He now drew the attention of the Com- 
mittee to a serious gap in our military 
organisation, which would become wider 
owing to this treatment proposed for the 
Militia, by the Secretary of State and 
which must be filled. The right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for Crovdon'was 
iever tired of declaiming against the 
enormous number of unfit and immature 
soldiers who were left behind after their 
battalions had gone out to the South 
African War. The right hon. Gentleman 
the Member for Dover yesterday showed 
how large that surplus of men left behind 
and unfit to serve in the field would 
necessarily be when the field Army had 
gone abroad. Of course it was true that 
a great many of these men would 
be perfectly fit to go out and serve 
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officers throughout .the { at the front a few months or a year later 


' 


the Militia. 
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if the war lasted so long. The right hon. 
Gentleman had drawn attention to the 
great difficulty there was in dealing with 
this enormous mass of men who were 
left behind after their battalions had gone 
abroad when there were no definite cadres 
to whom they could be fixed. To that 
had ‘o be added the surplus of the reser- 
vists who were not needed to fill the 
Regular battalions, and to that again had 
to be added the influx of men who came 
forward to join the colours under the 
harsh and strident exhortations of war, 
which had always been found to be 
unexpectedly large. Some provision 
must be made for dealing with these very 
considerable bodies of men who might be 
of the greatest possible value, but who 
otherwise would be left in the confusion 
which the men were left in when the 
Regular Army had gone to the South 
African War. That was the gap in our 
military system at present, and that gap 
was widened by the proposals of the 
Secretary of State in regard to the Militia 
because, if the Militia fell back to the 
Volunteer basis, there was no net spread. 
as the Militia was now spread, to catch 
for the Regular Army the valuable supply 
of something like 12,000 recruits a year 
which the Regular Army drew from 
It was to meet this need, 
to fill this gap, that his right hon. friend 
had been drawn to his conclusions as to 
the third battalions, which were part 
training schools and part mobilisation 
centres. His hon. and gallant friend the 
Member for the Abercromby Division of 
Liverpool need have no alarm that the 
Government had any idea of embarking 
on a vast scheme of militarism with the 
aid of a professional Army. They were 
not battalions in the ordinary sense of the 
word. They were more than depots, be- 
cause they were recruiting for themselves 
as well as recruiting for the Line with 
which they were associated. It was 
supposed that these battalions would, 
after a steady supply of 12,000 men a 
year had been maintained for the Regular 
Army, on mobilisation of their six 
months men yield between 500 and 600 
men, and these, in addition to the surplus 
of reservists and the immature and unfit 
soldiers who would have been left behind 
when the field Army had gone, con- 
stituted formidable reservoirs of men, 
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ganisation, although admittedly not a very | 
full organisation, and it was from these 
reservoirs of men that a continual stream 
of drafts could be sent to refresh the 
fighting units in the field. No one pre- 
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who would not be without military or- | Minister of the Crown. 


tended that these third battalions could | 


be created by a stroke of the pen. They 
had got to be administratively evolved, 
and it was a matter in which his right 
hon. friend was determined to proceed 
tentatively and gradually. The Militia 
battalions were quite ready to go abroad, 
but they insisted on going in their own 


units, and the advantages of sending men | 
to the front to supply the original regular 


cadres instead of placing new and much 
less trained units alongside them in the 
fighting line were, he believed, so indis- 
putable that they would not be denied 
by soldiers of accepted authority. 
was, to his mind, 
portant advantages that would be gained 
by the scheme of his right hon. friend. 
He was not going to enter into a dispute 
with his hon. and gallant friend the 
Member for the Abercromby Division 
as to the relative value of volunteer and 
professional soldiers, but he believed 
most sincerely that the alterations which 
were taking place in modern weapons 
continually increased the power of the 
citizen soldier in he defence of his own 
country and in fighting for a cause which 
he thoroughly understood and knew. 
The one inspiration which was to call to 
the service of the Crown these great 
numbers of citizen soldiers who were to 
fill the divisions of the home army must 
be the defence of the soil. He might be 
asked how was it possible that men 
could be summoned to defend their 
country if the Navy guaranteed them 
against all possible risk of invasion ? 
He had great respect for the Blue Water 
School, but some of their statements, 
such as that not a dinghy load of men 
could be landed in this country—— 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London) : 
Who said that 2 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The late Secre- 
tary of State for War said that a dis- 
tinguished naval officer had said so, and 
he gave currency to the statement, a 
currency which it would never have 
obtained if it had not been uttered by a 


Mr. Churchill. 


That | 


one of the most im- | 


| circumstances 
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All he would 
say on those points was that some of the 
extreme statements of the Blue Water 
school required to be swallowed with 
a good deal of salt. After all, the founda- 
tion for our insular security was not 
only the Fleet, but the Fleet in con- 
junction with all the other peculiar 
which existed in this 
island. The Leader of the Opposition 
had pointed out in a speech which had 
never received sufficient attention from 
military students, that our security against 
serious raids depended not only on the 
Fleet, but on the considerable body of 
armed men which existed in this country 
whose resis‘ance, on avery extensive scale, 
would make it necessary for an invader to 
bring with him such a considerable force 
that that force could not be landed 

our shores without ample opportunity 
being afforded to prepare to meet it. It 
was quite clear that the presence of the 
proposed territorial Army in this country 
was the only thing that would give that 
strategic freedom to the Fleet which was 
absolutely indispensable to its proper 
use, and it was also the only thing which 
would enable the expeditionary force to 
be despatched to the seat of war. There- 
fore, the real duties and responsibilities 
which devolved upon that territorial 
Army were of such vital importance that 
it was indeed, an honour to all men 
who were called upon to take a share in 
that most necessary service. His right 
hon. friend had for the first time at- 
tempted to give a Regular war organi- 
sation to the Volunteer forces which 
remained at home. And his right hon. 
friend had made a discovery. Most 
people would have said that to increase 
Volunteer efficiency they must have 
longer annual periods of training and 
higher standards. It sounded almost a 
paradox to controvert that statement, 
vet he believed it was true that the 
framework into which the men of the 
territorial forces were to be _ fitted 
when war broke out, and the quality 
of the men who belonged to those 
forces, were more important than the 
actual period of the annual training, and 
that it would be a cardinal error in 
military policy to refuse good men just 
because they could not conform on some 
points to the exact conditions laid down 
in the regulations, or give full service in 
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training camps. He was quite convinced 
that the application of that principle to 
our Volunteer forces would lead to a 
notable accession of strength to the 
whole of the forces composing our 
national ‘Army. As to the county as- 
sociations, he had always believed and 
urged that they could not fail to nourish 
and sustain the local forces, and that they 
would begin to feel that they had a real 
share in the administrative control of 
them, and that they were closely identi- 
fied with their efficiency and discipline. 
The idea was a novel one and it would be. 
of course, applied with great caution. He 
welcomed, particularly, on behalf of 
the Secretary of State, the very proper 
and patriotic statement which was made 
by the right hon. Member for Dover 
yesterday, that if this Bill should pass 
he would use his personal exertions with 
his Yeomen by speech and example to 
make the new scheme a complete success. 
If that was the spirit in which this great 
question was approached by all Parties he 
was convinced that the Secretary of State 
for War would meet the Yeomanry and 
Volunteers ina similar spirit. The transi- 
tory clauses of the Bill would be applied 
gradually, and that would give plenty of 
time to consider all sorts of difficulties 
that might arise in particular circum- 
stances. He had only attempted to 
make a raid, not an invasion on the time 
of the Committee, but as he had taken a 
very keen interest in those military 
matters for the past ten years, he wished 
to pay some tribute to the scheme of his 
right hon. friend and to point to the large, 
true, and permanent principles of military 
organisation which seemed to him to be 
embodied in it and to underlie it. His 
right hon. friend had produced a great 
spacious, glittering, co-ordinated military 
machinery, every part of which was inter- 
dependent ; and, although no one sup- 
posed for a moment that it could be 
brought into immediate operation or that 
there was no room for modification in 
details, nevertheless, it was a scheme 
worthy of his capacious mind and tireless 
industry ; and ifthe House was able even- 
tually to allow it to issue under the seal of 
its authority future Parliaments would 
say without hesitation that the work done 
this session constituted, whether — in 
regard to the Regular or Auxiliary Forces, 
the most serious and substantial advance 
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towards an improvement of the military 
resources of the Crown that had been 
attempted or carried through since the 
great reforms of Mr. Cardwell. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he had not 
intended or desired to take any part in 
the debate that day, but had rather in- 
tended to defer anything that he had to 
say on the matter until the right hon. 
Gentleman had introduced his Bill. 
But he was sorry to say that his right hon. 
friend the late Secretary for War, who 
was to have spoken early that after- 
noon, was prevented from attending by 
illness, and he did not think it courteous 
to the Government to leave the speech 
of the hon. Gentleman (the Under-Secre- 
tary for the Colonies) without notice. 
The hon. Gentleman had made a most 
interes ing and able speech which had 
the very great merit in his eyes that it 
dealt with the larger aspects of this great 
problem. It was almost inevitable that 
the hon. Gentleman should have dealt 
first with the subject of economy, for he 
had delivered a large number of speeches 
in the previous Parliament upon the ini- 
quitous character and intolerable burden 
of the Army Estimates. Everybody 
thought—certainly he himself did—that 
anything which could reduce the great 
Army Estimates of the country without 
diminishing the efficiency of the forces 
of the Crown must be welcomed, not 
in the interest of a Party but of the com- 
munity as a whole, either in peace or 
war. Certainly he had rather under- 
stood from the philippics of the hon. 
Gentleman when he was in a position of 
happy irresponsibility that he antici- 
pated—he thought quite vainly—some 
enormous reduction due to some revolu- 
tionary change in ‘he system. The hon. 
yentleman spoke, as was fitting, in far 
more guarded terms now, and when it 
was remembered that the economies of 
the right hon. Gentleman the Secretary 
of State for War, the value of which 
he was the last person to minimise, 
nevertheless were due partly to the com- 
pletion of the guns, partly to the reduc- 
tion of personnel, and partly to the 
diminution in the number of horses and 
remounts, he was not sure that 
they had quite as much reason to con- 
gratulate themselves upon the magnitude 
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of those economies as might, perhaps, they had not yet had anything in the 


have appeared from the speech of the 
right hon. Gentleman and certainly from 
‘he speech of the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. . The truth was that, with 
the improved organisation initiated by the 
late Government, and carried on by the 
present Government, some economies— 
indeed, some had been accomplished—but 
further economies, he hoped, might be 
accomplished. He did not believe 
it was possible to make the vast reduc- 
tions in the Army Estimates which were 
the dream of some ardent reformers if 
they were to keep the Army at the 
level required by Imperial obligations. 
The Government were constantly taking 
credit to themselves for having abolished 
the system of loans. He believed they 
had made a great and profound mistake. 
It was true the system of loans might 
facilitate, though he did not think it 
had ever facilitated, indulgence by the 
Government in unnecessary expenditure ; 
but the abolition of the system carried 
necessarily in its train the imposition of 
burdens on the country which really ought 
to go to capital expenditure, which must 
have the effect of preventing proper 
capital expenditure being undertaken. 
Luckily for the Army and for the country, 
the work of rehousing the troops had 
been largely carried out, and he believed 
the need for loans—not from the policy 
of the Government, but from the policy 
of their predecessors—was much smaller 
now than it had been in preceding years. 
He hoped they would not as a consequence 
conceive that capital expenditure was 
no longer required, or that the Govern- 
ment would not leave their successors 
any arrears to be made up; for their 
successors would be abused, although the 
true criminals would be those who were 
at this moment responsible for the 
financial arrangements of the country. 
The question of the reduction of personnel 
was intimately connected with the whole 
scheme of the Government. It must 
have been obvious to the Committee, both 
from the Speech of the Secretary of State 
for War and from the speech of the hon. 
Gentleman who had just sat down, that 
while they had been told very clearly 
the magnitude of the expeditionary force 
which the Government hoped to be able 
to send abroad at a moment’s notice 
‘when their reforms were carried through, 


Mr. A. J. Balfour. 


nature of a reasoned statement of the 
needs of the Empire. The hon. Gentle- 
man seemed to deride any investigation 
into the needs of the Empire, and had said 
that what they had to consider was the 
number of recruits they could annually 
obtain. It did not need as able an orator 
as the hon. Gentleman to make the self- 
evident proposition that they could not 
have a bigger voluntary army tlian the 
number of people of a proper standard 
who were prepared to serve in that army. 
No human being denied that the possi- 
bility of getting troops was a factor which 
no army organiser desired to forget, or 
was allowed to forget by the hard neces- 
sities of his position. Still, it might be 
that, while they could not get more troops 
than the recruiting market would allow 
them to obtain, it was only by an analysis 
of the needs of the Empire that they could 
determine whether thev ought to go to the 
full extent that the recruiting market 
would allow them to go. He could not 
doubt that any reduction of the Regular 
Army would be a most fatal mistake for 
the country to indulge in. The hon. 
Gentleman, basing himself upon the in- 
vestigations of the late Defence Com- 
mittee, stated truly enough that the great 
military problem they had to face was the 
defence of India. The Estimates con- 
nected with the defence of India were 
subjected to anxious investigation before 
the late Government left office, and he 
was confident that the present Govern- 
ment were continuing those investiga- 
tions, and had probably greatly advanced 
upon the stage at which that subject 
was left by their predecessors. But he 
greatly doubted whether any investiga- 
tion would show that they were indulging 
in mere terms of militarism when they 
warned the Government that it would be 
a most dangerous step to diminish the 
number of Regular troops which they now 
had at their disposal. The danger was 
real and great, and he hoped that in any 
fit of imaginary economy but real waste- 
fulness the Committee would not consent 
toa repetition of the step of last year. The 
hon. Member for the Abercromby Division 
gave fair warning yesterday that he 
approved of the right hon. Gentleman’s 
scheme because it made it easier on some 
subsequent occasion to reduce the number 
of Regular units of the British Army. He 
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did not see anything in the scheme which 
made it easier, but if it was made easier 
he hoped the Government would not 
attempt to take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity. But, after all, their interest at 
the present time was fixed on two other 
points of the right hon. Gentleman’s 
ssheme, which really were novelties—the 
third quasi-battalion which he proposed 
to add to the two battalions of exist- 
ing regiments, and the scheme which 
he had proposed for reorganising the 
Volunteers. They were all agreed, he 
thought, that the Militia force could not 
be left in its present condition. The 
observations made by the hon. Gentle- 
man opposite who had just sat down were 
perfectly sound. The Militia had suffered 
on the one side from having a large num- 
ber of men attracted from them to the 
Volunteer service, and on the other side 
from having all their best men and many 
of their best officers taken from their 
ranks and added to the Regular Army. 
It was impossible in these circumstances 
that the Militia should be otherwise 
than in a somewhat anemic condition. 
Something ought to be done. Had the 
Government done the right thing? All 
would admit that they had taken a 
huge step. Was the step safe and 
secure? Ought it to be endorsed 
by the approval of this House and the 
country? They ought not to mince 
matters on this subject. They ought 
to admit, he thought the Government 
did admit, that they are going to abolish 
the Militia. There had been smoother 
phrases used. He thought the Secretary 
of State for War and the hon. Gentleman 
who had just sat down suggested that 
the part of the Militia which was akin to 
the Line was going to be formally used 
for the Line, and the part of the Militia 
which was akin to the Volunteers was 
going to turn its patriotic services to the 
Home Army. But disguise it as they 
might under felicitous phrases, the fact 
remained that if the scheme was carried 
out the Militia were no more. The 
Militia were the great traditional home 
defence force of the country. They had 
behind them a great history. They had 
not only helped to secure the inviolability 
of these shores, but, although only bound 
to¥serve at home, they had shed their 
blood on many a great battlefield. He 
looked with instinctive mistrust upon 
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‘the total destruction of an instrument 


which had utility still in it, and which 
had borne a great and glorious part in 
the history of the country. Had he 
been in the right hon. Gentleman’s place 
he would have tried all the ingenuity 
with which he or those who advised him 
were endowed to see whether he could 
not fit this historic force to carry out 
the purposes required by the modern 
needs of a modern army. He thought 
the right hon. Gentleman’s motive was 
that he could not get drafts out of the 
existing Militia. He suspected that if 
the Militia had consented not merely to 
serve abroad in units, but to supply 
drafts to the Regular Army, he would 
have been content to reform them and 
to retain them as an integral part of our 
military system. He was aware that 
the Militia ha! an objection to sending 
drafts. He cou'd no help thinking that 
might have been, at all events, partially 
overcome by some arrangement between 
the right hon. Gentleman and those who 
had a right to speak for the Militia force. 
He could not help thinking also that 
he had too hastily rejected that integral 
part of the Cardwell scheme which con- 
sisted in supplying drafts by means of 
large and efficient depots. He did not 
know what reason he had. Surely he 
might have kept the Militia as a channel 
through which an immense number of 
recruits went to the Regular Army and 
served as the necessary drafts, and partly 
as separate units which could be used as 
units in time of war. He admitted that 
the existing Militia regiments, depleted 
of their best officers, having lost their 
best non-commissioned officers and men, 
could not be regarded as anything 
like equal to the best European 
troops. Even the hon. Member for 
the Abercromby Division, who took 
so sanguine a view of the merits 
of half-trained troops and thought that 
they could be made to serve on equal 
terms with the Regular Army in the firing 
line, would admit that the Militia, 
depleted and bled as they were, could not 
be expected to perform that function. 
He was sure it would be as possible to 
give the proportion of Regular officers to 
the Militia as was proposed to give to 
these new battalions, and if the Govern- 
ment did that, and improved their general 
system, they would serve the purpose and 








295 Army 


be invaluable for our special needs. What 
happened when ‘he country went to war ? 
They strained the resources which the 
Regular Army put at ‘ heir disposal almost 
to the breaking point. They sent tothe 
front from ‘he fortresses in the Mediter- 
ranean, and from this country, every Re- 
gular battalion they could find, and they 
made up the deficiency so created in the 
fortresses by Militia battalions, and they 
were capable of making up that deficiency. 
They could do it thoroughly well, but the 
new battalions—their third battalions— 
could not. From their very constitution 
they were tied to the soil. The right hon. 
Gentleman said they were not to serve 
abroad. They were not even to be 
allowed to volunteer to go abroad, be- 
cause, if they did, the whole machinery 
for supplying drafts for the troops abroad 
would, from the very nature of the case, 
be smashed and destroyed. Therefore, 
if the right hon. Gentleman’s plan was 
carried out, ‘here was nothing to use for 
the Mediterranean fortresses, or for ‘he 
lines of communication, as in the South 
African War. They could not use the 
English or Scottish Militia regiments be- 
cause they had been wholly destroyed. 
The need found in South Africa for the 
Militia battalions and the use to which 
they were put would be repeated and with 
fresh emphasis if we had to defend India. 
Let themassumethat the Militia battalions 
were quite incapable of meeting on equal 
terms European forces in the Passes of 
Afghanistan, yet they would be quite 
capable of taking the place of the Indian 
troops sent to the front. Everybody 
would agree that it would be quite im- 
possible to remove the white troops from 
India altogether, but the white troops 
left there need not be Regular troops— 
Militia troops could do the work equally 
as well. If they deprived themselves of 
the Militia they would deprive themselves 
of what was a stand-by of incalculable 
value in such a crisis as arose in the 
South African War, and such as would 
have to be faced if called upon to defend 
India. He confessed he did not see that 
the right hon. Gentleman had given any 
adequate reason for a revolution which 
must have hurt his historic sense of the 
British Army, and which carried with it 
the great and inevitable defect that he 
could not use the Volunteers to fill up 
the drafts. The work which he had 
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sketched out for the Militia was a duty 
which could not be done by any other 
Volunteer or semi-Volunteer force. 
‘He hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would reflect upon this difficulty and 
reply to it if he had anything in his 
mind to meet it. At this stage he 
would say no more about the Militia 
but would turn to the Volunteers. The 
right hon. Gentleman having destroyed 
the Militia, threatened to destroy the 
Volunteers. On that point the right hon. 
Gentleman spoke with much greater au- 
thority than he could. The Volunteer 
force of which he dreamt, if he could 
get it, was undoubtedly a_ far better 
Volunteer force than we had at present. 
But whether the right hon. Gentleman 
had made the terms too cast iron, to 
rigid, too difficult, of accomplishment, 
carrying with them too great a burden, 
was a point upon which he had no title 
to give an opinion. There was a large 
‘number of Gentlemen there in close touch 
with Volunteer feeling and he would 
leave them to discuss it. But was 
he wrong in saying that in the course of a 
three days debate they had seen a per- 
ceptible weakening in the heroic line the 
right hon. Gentleman took upon the first 
night ? Certainly everybody went away 
from the first night’s debate with the 
understanding that every Volunteer was 
to bind himself for four years, and to give 
a certain amount of fixed time each year, 
irrespective of the calls of his own 
business, profession or trade. He was 
not only bound for four years to these 
onerous obligations, but there was alheavy 
penalty upon him if he broke his engage- 
ment. The right hon. Gentleman now 
indicated that although there was a 
penalty of £5 to be enforced by some 
process or other, it was not to be enforced 
very often. Any excuse almost would be 
accepted as a ground fora man’s relieving 
himself of this duty. He believed the 
right hon. Gentleman was right. He 
was not sure that this absolute obligation 
of going out in a particular week in the 
vear would not press extremely hard 
upon some of the people they most desired 
to take part in Volunteer training. He 
quite agreed that to ask them to go out 
for a week or a fortnight’s training was 
not too much—probably not enough. 
But if a man’s business required him to be 
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particular week was the week he was 
to go out to camp, he might say, “I 
am quite willing to give some time to my 
country, but this particular week is a 
time I cannot give without injury to 
myself and my family.” He feared the 
right hon. Gentleman might find that he 
thus excluded not the idle or the lazy 
but some of the very best people whose 
services would be lost by this somewhat 
difficult system. There was another point. 
Probably this plan did not contemplate the 
ordinary time of peace, which he trusted 
would outlast our time, but contem- 
plated a time of war. When war broke 
out the Volunteers, as he understood, 
were to be embodied for six months. 
Was that embodiment to be obligatory 
upon the breaking out of war, or only 
if the Government of the day thought 
the war was likely to be a serious one ? 
Was there to be a period for decision or 
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right hon. Gentleman proposed to apply, 
as a cooling draught this sedative mea- 
sure of taking out these 300,000 
Volunteers. -That was one alternative. 
But there was the other alternative, 
which was not that the Volunteers should 
be called out whenever we were at war, 
but when the Government thought the 
possibility of war was so serious or the 
possibility of invasion so great, that it 
required this immense national effort. 
If this latter was to be the idea of the 
Government they would simply have a 
repetition of what Lord Randolph 
Churchill pictured, in a brilliant speech 
in that House, with regard to the decision 
or indecision of a Cabinet as to the blowing 
up of the Channel Tunnel. The Cabinet, 
anxious to prevent going to war, would 
wait and say: “Shall we call out the 
Volunteers?” Then they would dis- 
cuss the pros and cons, and it would be 





indecision? If it was to be rigid, if 
there was to be no choice, and if the 
Volunteers were to be sent out) 
to camp for six months whenever | 
we were at war with any Euro- | 
pean Power, then even the smallest 
difficulty would inevitably disorganise | 
the whole of the industries of the 
country. 300,000 men of the class to 
which the Volunteers belonged could not 
be brought and put into camp for six 
months without causing enormous in- 
convenience in almost every branch of 
the national industries. If it was to be 
rigid it would be a groat deterrent to 
unnecessary war. So painful would the 
process of going to war be that we never 
should go to war. He thought if the 
Volunteers were called out six months 
before war was threatened it might have 
a deterrent eff-ct. But war in this 


so unpopular or so inconvenient to call 
out the Volunteers that it might be they 
would hesitate, and hesitate to such an 
extent that before the six months training 
was given many months more than 
six might have elapsed and they would 
find this territorial Army not the highly- 
trained force contemplated by the right 
hon. Gentleman, but in its early and 
incomplete stage, and it would hardly 
be equal to bearing the brunt of a colli- 
sion with the enemy. The right 
hon. Gentleman was very pleased with 
that part of his scheme which divided the 
Volunteers into fourteen divisions, all sup- 
| plied with their proper quota of cavalry 
artillery, and subsidiary military services, 
and he thougnt it was a very neat 
plan. He rather liked it, it was attractive. 
But would it not oblige them to throw 
upon the localities the necessity of 





country was not accepted lightly by any | 
Government or any Party, and, as | 
they were not talking controversially | 
thea, he thought that would be admitted | 
by every gentleman present. 
contingency which no Government, | 
thinking of its own interests, would ever 
indulge in except under the most pressing 
and irresistible necessity. Of course 
they made mistakes, but no Government 
would do it with a light heart. Before 
war was declared the war spirit in the 
country always rose, and by the time 
war was declared the feeling was at fever 
heat, and it was only after that that the 


VOL. CLXX. [Fourtu SEriEs.] 





providing Volunteers, not of the kind 
they wanted, but of the kind which their 
Procrustean divisional system imposed 
upon them? They grouped together 


It was a | four or five counties into a divisional 


area. Those localities would have to 
provide not merely a certain amount of 
infantry, but a fixed amount of cavalry 
and of artillery, whether they liked it or 
not. Also, though of this he was not 
quite sure, a certain amount of subsidiary 
services, army transport, and so forth. 
That would involve an interference by 
the War Office with the natural and 
normal constitution of the Yolunteers 
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which he thought would cause friction, 
and he was not at all sure that it was 
going to give them anything for which 
it was worth while to incur friction. Mr. 


Brodrick’s scheme of army corps was | 


much derided, most unjustly, as being 


beautiful on paper but difficult to carry 


out in practice, and, if carried out in 


practice, more—as in the case of ambitious | 
plans—pleasing to the | 


architectural 
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|fantry and cavalry which the country 
| was perfectly capable of supplying. The 
| hon. Gentleman who had just sat down 
| had told them that the new Volunteer or- 
ganisation, the territorial Army, was to 
‘ba called together to defend the coasts 
of these islands. 


Mr. CHURCHILL : 


The soil. 


military eye than as serving the real | 


needs of war. Well, were 
elaborate fourteen divisions, each supplied 
with cavalry and artillery, a somewhat 
picturesque and rather useless organisa- 
tion? He did not wish to criticise them 


too severely from that aspect, however ; | 
his serious criticism was from another | 


point of view. The organisation of 
separate divisions with artillery implied 
that they believed in Volunteer artillery. 
But was there a single soldier who did ¢ 


Mayor SEELY (Liverpool, Abercrom- 
by) said that to deny the efficiency of 
Volunteer artillery was to cut ourselves 


off from all help from the Colonial | 


artillery. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said his know- 
lelge of the working of the Colonial 
system and of the efficiency of their 
artillery was not sufficient to enable 


him to deal with the perfectly relevant | 


and fair interruption of the hon. Gentle- 
man. He must leave that to more 


competent persons than himself. But | 


of this he was quite sure, that every 
military authority whom he had ever 
had the opportunity or the 
of consulting was of opinion that the 


one thing which they could not im- | 


provise was artillery. No cross-examina- 
tion, no pressure, would squeeze out of 
them any other opinion. And he was 
forced by that absolutely unanimous view, 
not to say that Volunteer artillery was 
useless, but that if they wanted to make 
the best use of their Volunteer infantry 
and cavalry they mus‘ add {to their 
Volun eer ariillery, artillery which was 
not volunteer. In other words, in 
addition to the artillery which was 
required for their Regular Army 
they must have other artillery—he did 
not say that it need be in very great 
quantities—to reinforce the Volunteer in- 
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not these | 


duty | 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Well, they 
;could not get to the soil without first 
| landing on the coast ; he begged the hon. 
|Gentleman’s pardon; he would take his 
| phrase if he preferred it. Having said 
that, the hon. Gentleman made a small 
*xcursion upon the Blue Water school, 
‘their exaggerations in the past, and 
the modifications which might be in- 
troduced into the naval view. He did 
jnot dissent at all from the representa- 
|tion which the hon. Gentlemin had 
‘given of his views with regard 
to the absolute necessity of maintaining 
'a force in this country, whatever the 
‘object might be. The real vse of a force 
}in this country was to compel the in- 
| vader to invade with so large a body of 
| troops that practically the process of in- 
vasion was impossible as a military opera- 
}tion. In order to attain that end un- 
_doubtedly troops were required; he 
'thought some Regular troops should 
always be in the country. He did not 
/deny that the Volunteers, in order to 
perform that duty properly, must be 
better organised than they were now. 
His criticism upon the elaborate and 
\rather onerous organisation proposed 
by the right hon. Gentleman must not 
be taken as meaning that he was satisfied 
with the volunteer system as it was, 
|for he was not. When he was, as a 
;member of the Defence Committee, 
looking into the question of a raid on 
| Newcastle-on-Tyne, he thought that, as 
\far as that military operation was 
| concerned, undoubtedly there should 
| be some much more careful and elaborate 
| reorganisation of the forces we had at our 
| disposal to meet it. But what he wanted 
to point out now as that there was a 
_ discrepancy, as it seemed to him, between 
| the thesis of the hon. Gentleman who had 
just sat down and the original contention 
of the Secretary for War. The hon. Gentle 
/man had told them that the Territorial 
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Army was to defend the soil of this country. 
If he understood the right hon. Gentle- 
man, he looked to the Territorial Army 
to supply not only drafts, but units for 
service abroad. Of course it was not to bea 
compulsory provision of drafts and units ; 
but the object in making the proposed 
immense change in the Volunteers was 
not that the soil of this country should be 
better defended, but that the country 
should be better provided with 
means for carrying on wars in distant 
parts of the Empire. Nobody could 
guess that from anything that fell from 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. Surely the Secretary of State, 
and not the Under-Secretary for 
the Colonies, was right in that matter. 
If all they had got to do was 
to defend the shores of these islands, he 
did believe some reorganisation of the 
Volunteers was necessary, but he did 
not believe the revolutionary proposals 
of the Government were necessary. They 
were only necessary and _ justifiable if 
they were going to rely on the Volunteers 
to do that for which they had hitherto, in 
the main, though not wholly, relied on 
their Militia. Therefore, if they abolished 


, their Militia, something of the sort pro- 


posed by the Secretary of State might be 
necessary. But let it be observed, it 
was not nearly as good for the 
purpose on which he dwelt earlier, 
because they could not ask them 
to go abroad to the foreign or 
Mediterranean garrisons or to India. 
They were not fit to do it until they had 
gone through the six months training 
which preceded the outbreak of war, 
although during that very six months it 
might be most convenient to move their 
Regular troops from the Mediterranean 
garrisons. He asked the Government 
again, therefore, whether they had suffi- 
ciently considered the difficulty that 
would result from this revolutionary 
change in the traditional system. They 
abolished the old historic force which 
could carry out some great and neces- 
sary duties, and substituted for it, not a 
Volunteer force, but the possibilty of a 
Volunteer force, which, with all its 
merits—and if organised on the system 
of the right hon. Gentleman they would 
be very great-—would not be able to 
fulfil the exact duties which had been so 
admirably accomplished by the Militia 
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in the past, and which a reformed Militia, 
supplied with Regular officers, would be 
able to fulfil even more efficiently. With 
regard to the scheme of third battalions 
they might call them battalions if they 
liked, but really they were a sort of hybrid 
mixture—something between a big depot 
and a rear battalion. That hybrid con- 
struction was not, and could not be, 
capable of fulfilling the duties which they 
threw upon the units which the Militia now 
supplied. When the Government came 
to consider that, he thought they would 
perhaps be somewhat inclined towards 
the policy which he confessed he person- 
ally had always favoured, which was that 
of seeing if they could not, by reforming 
the Militia, give that power of expansion 
to the British Army which reformers of 
all schools admitted to be necessary, but 
which, he admitted, no reformer had yet 
happily and thoroughly accomplished. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (Mr. Hatpane, Haddington) 
thought they might congratulate them- 
selves upon the tone which had pre- 
vailed in the debate. The speech of the 
right hon. Gentleman opposite was ad- 
mirable in its attitude, because perfectly 
fair in its criticisms. He put his points 
in such a fashion as showed that he was 
really deeply conscious of the diffi- 
culties [Mr. Batrour: Hear, hear.] 
and only anxious to co-operate in the 
matter. For his part, they were deeply 
conscious of the difficulties with which 
they had to cope; and when points 
arose, as indicated, they would consider 
most carefully whether there were ways 
which might get them out of the difficul- 
ties with which they were confronted. 
The right hon. Gentleman had spoken of 
the Militia question. Some months ago 
he confessed that he studied the question 
very much in the manner the right hon. 
Gentleman had disclosed. He, too, 
thought that it would be possible to 
reform the Militia, and so to alter their 
character as to. make them fulfil the 
double function of at once finding drafts 
for the Army and at the same time of 
preserving that independence in their 
cadres which would have enabled 
them to be used for the purpose to 
which the right hon. Gentleman had 
referred. But he came to see that the two 
functions were inconsistent. He found 
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that soldiers were resolutely insisting that 
the primary function of the Militia was to 
subserve the Line, to provide 12,000 re- 
cruits, and in war it would be essential 
that the Militia should be available for 
the general purpose of drafts for the in- 
fantry line. On the other hand, he 
found the Militia declaring that it was 
impossible for them to keep their effici- 
ency if subjected to that process; and 
when he looked at the way they had 
fallen off under the existing system he 
was convinced that the problem was an 
insoluble one on the lines indicated by 
the right hon. Gentleman. Up to 1902 
there existed the Militia reserve, and it 
was available for drafts to the Regular 
Army in time of war. But the Govern- 
ment of the day had become convinced 
that it was fatal to the existence of the 
Militia. The battalions were depleted, 
and it was impossible for them to dis- 
charge their duties as units with any- 
thing approaching to efficiency. Taking 
into account that the Militia had to 
find 12,000 recruits every year he came 
to the conclusion that, if they loaded 
their force with recruits at the age of 
seventeen for the sake of the Line, the 
Militia battalions of which the right hon. 
Gentleman had spoken were battalions 
in a condition of the utmost inefficiency, 
more than appeared to be the case from 
their depleted numbers. The recruits 
were not of the age that they could send 
abroad. They did not send troops to 
India under the age of eighteen, nor to 
the Colonies under the age of twenty. 
The function of the Militia, therefore, to 
find recruits was one that destroyed it 
for the purpose of sending battalions in 
time of war to relieve the effective Line 
battalions and of doing garrison duties in 
stations away from the area of war. 
They had provided sufficiently in what 
they had done for that contingency. In 
the first place, they had left the Irish 
Militia liable for service abroad. They 
would still form units which they pro- 
posed to consolidate and bring up to 
strength, and they would be available 
in the same way as the old Militia. 
Their terms of enlistment would make 
them liable for service abroad; and, in 
the second place, for the surplus of 
the expeditionary force they had five 
battalions of the Line which were 
In the 


available for that purpose. 
Mr. Haldane. 
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the right hon. Gentleman that it 
was out of the question, if necessary, 
that the third battalions should supply 
divisional battalions which should go 
abroad on the outbreak of a great war. 
The troops that came to the depots 
belonging to the battalion would find 
them too small to contain them in time 
of war, consisting as they would of all 
recruits coming in under the war fever ; 
and there would be a number of divisional 
battalions capable of being used for 
garrison duty, and perhaps of completing 
the training of drafts, battalions of very 
great size and available for that purpose. 
They had, therefore, three sets of pro- 
visions made for the purpose of meeting 
the problem which the right hon. Gentle- 
man had spoken of as being very impor- 
tant—namely, the taking the place of the 
garrison battalions going to the theatre 
of war. It was impossible until they 
had had experience of the system to say 
how it would work. But in the South 
African War large battalions were raised 
capable of sending units abroad, capable 
at least of doing garrison duty and of 
completing the training of men in them 
there. That was a point which had not 
been overlooked, and he had given 
great attention to it. Whether it was 
better or worse than the existing Militia 
system he did not know. Great diffi- 
culties arose from the depleted state of 
the Militia regiments, and that state had 
been getting much worse, for the Militia 
system was being killed by the Volunteers 
on the one side and by the Regulars on 
the other. Therefore they came to the 
deliberate conclusion that it would be 
better to reform the Militia. The matter 
had been under very careful consideration 
for months, and from the la‘est diver- 
gence of view he thought that the plan 
which he laid before the House was the 
best solution of an extraordinarily difficult 
problem. Naturally one felt a senti- 
mental regret at parting with the Militia 
in its present shape with all its traditions, 
but it could not be overlooked that the 
Militia was getting more and more away 
from its original form and was gradually 
approaching a condition of impotence. 
The right hon. Member for Dover had also 
spoken of the Volunteers and the Volunteer 
artillery. The Volunteer artillery was not 
a new question. The Volunteer garrison 
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artillery was not only a thing familiar 
to them for a long time, but it was part 
of the right hon. Gentleman’s own war 
organisation and always would be a part 
of it. The garrison Volunteer artillery 
took the place of the Regular garrison 
artillery when the latter went out for 
war. No doubt it had a different kind 
of gun, but not more difficult to use than 
the field gun. The handling of heavy ord- 
nance used in the garrison and naval for- 
tresses involved great skill and capaci’ y ; 
but why should the House assume this 
non possumus attitude about the Volun- 
teer artillery ? He could only tell hon. 
Members that having come largely into 
contact with Volunteers in the last six 
months, there was no point on which 
they were more keen than to be allowed 
to try to make themselves into Volunteer 
field artillery. So keen were they and 
so ready to put their backs into the 
business that he thought they would 
act wrongfully were they to deny them 
the opportunity. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he was 
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thing except theology. He was quite 
aware that the man who laid and served 
the guns must be highly trained, and 
that the drivers must be men of a con- 
siderable amount of training and of a 
still greater amount of nerve. But the 
people who volunteered for field artillery 
work were of a class whose intelligence 
was rarely got in the ordinary ranks of 
the Army—the very pick of the Volun- 
teers, men whose pride it would be to shuw 
that they were quite equal to Regulars. 
All he asked was that a trial should be 
given tothe experiment. It would be a 
fine thing that the new second line should 
have a chance of being trained in all 
arms. At any rate, they would be the 
better for organising the proposed force. 


Mr. ARTHUR LEE (Hampshire, Farc- 
ham) asked whether the guns would he 
used only for training purposes or whether 
they would have to fight superior modern 
guns. 





| 

| Mr. HALDANE said he should hope 
| the contingency of Volunteer artillerymen 
‘having to fight would noé arise ; but if 


anxious not to be misunderstood. He | they had, these guns, turned into quick- 
did not discourage nor desire to dis- | firers, would be excellent weapons, though 
courage the Volunteer officers. On the | perhaps 1,000 yards shorter in range 
contrary, he desired to encourage them ; | than modern field artillery. But there 
but when they had got their division at its | was a reserve of the most modern kind 
proper amount of artillery and Volunteers | of gun in the country, which would not 
they had not a thoroughly effective force, | be used for the training batteries, but 
and they must stiffen it up with Regular | which, with very little additional training, 





artillery as well. 


Mr. HALDANE said he did not assume 


that the Volunteer field artillery would | 


turn out to be an effective force in the 
sense that Regular artillery was effective, 
but he thought that the experiment was 
worth making in order to procure a great 
reservoir of trained artillerymen to help 
in a great emergency. The force might 
become better than experts seemed to 
expect. They had after the divisions 
had gone out an enormous number of 
field guns of the most modern type for 
training, so that there would not be really 
a case of improvisation. If they had a num- 
ber of highly trained men it did not take 
them so long to train in the use of the field 
guns with which their officers had been 
trained in the artillery training schools and 


which would be there in case of necessity. | 


As to the question of the artillery there 
was more superstition than about any- 


/these Volunteer artillerists could use. 
| The questions of the right hon. Gentle- 
| man as to notice to leave the Volunteers 
}and as to embodiment put him in a 
| dilemma ; because his best answer would be 
| to read the terms of a document in his box ; 
/ but he must keep that till Monday. He 
could only say that they had worked out 
\the matter with care. As to the 
| decrease of horses, that was due to the 
| abolition of three field artillery depots, 
| . 

'and to the discovery that cne mounted 
infantry school supplied all that they 
wanted for the necessaries which the 
General Staff bad indicated. They had not 
reduced three batteries ; they had depots, 
not batteries. As to the unsuitablity of 
the old depots for the new third battalions, 
the whole of the 500 or 600 men on the 
‘roll would not be trained at once. 
| Normally there would be 150 recruits at 
ihe depot at a time. There woud 
‘certainly haye to be an organisation at 
‘the War Office for the Home Army. On 
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congratulate themselves on the way in 
which this discussion had been carried 
on. There had been an obvious desire to 
find a solution to a very difficult and 
thorny problem. He could only say for | 
himself that he would be satisfied to | 
contribute in some degree to that | 
solution. But it was a matter which | 
only time and experience could determine, 
and that was one of the things that made 
them especially anxious that the disposi- 
tion to keep this thing out of uneces- 
sary controversy should be maintained. 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tydvil) 
said the question raised by the new 
proposals of the Government with regard 
to the Army and the Auxiliary Forces had 
been under the consideration of the 
Members of the Party on this side of 
the House to which he belonged. It 
would be admitted that they involved 


issues of very serious import to the | 


working classes of the country. The 
creation of an Army—for that was what 
it practically amounted to—of over 
500,000 trained men, taking the three 
forces together, could not be regarded as 
a light matter, especially when they 
remembered what the proposals involved. 
There were one or two points with respect 
to which he would like to have 
replies from the Secretary of State for 
War. The right hon. Gentleman had 
not dealt with any one of them, and 
therefore he would be content to wait 
until Monday, when he hoped to hear 
a fuller explanation. One of the points 
to which he referred was the position of 
workmen who had joined the Volunteers. 
At the present time it was often found 
difficult, especially in the case of skilled 
artisans, to obtain the necessary leave 
to attend drills, but if a certain number 
of drills were to be compulsory each year 
in addition to a week or a fortnight in 
camp or in depot that would very much 
increase the difficulty of artisans enlisting 
in the Volunteer force. He knew that 
the county military associations were 
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the whole, he thought they might|their relations with employers. 
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[Cries 
of “Oh!”] Hon. Members might mur- 
mur, but they would find out the truth 
of it. The great trade organisations 
were jealous of out:ide interference, and 
| rightly so. They made their own arrange- 
| ments between employers and themselves 
and they would strongly resent any 


| outside authority interfering as to the 
‘relationship between them and the em- 


ployers. A serious point which had been 
referred to by the right hon. Gentleman 
had reference to the mobilisation for a 
period of six months on the outbreak 
of war. At the end of the first month, 


| as he understood, the Volunteer, so-called, 


was to be invited to enlist for service 


-abroad. That was another way of saying 
that those called would be expected to 


enlist for service abroad. One of the 


| reasons that he objected tothe Territorial 


Army was because it was not an honest 
facing of the situation. These men 


were to be trained ostensibly for home 


, time of war. 


expected in some way or another to) 
negotiate with employers so as to over- | 


a this difficulty. Might he say that 


the leaders of the ‘working classes would | 


resent most strenuously, any attempt 
o1 the part of these county associations, 
wich would be mostly mi ‘itary organ- 
isations, to come between them and 


Mr. Haldane. 


defence, but, as he understood the 
scheme, they were intended in the main 
to supply drafts for the Army abroad in 
If that were so, it would 
be better to make that clear from the 
outset. One of the difficulties in the 


_way of carrying out the proposals would 


be that men who had no objection to 
undergoing drill as Volunteers to train 
and equip them for the defence of the 
country against an invader would not 
desire to be placed in a position where 
they would be practically compelled 
to serve abroad in the event of their 
services being required when war broke 
out. That was a very serious blot on the 
proposals of the War Office. One of the 
other functions that the county military 
associations had to perform was to look 
after the rights and interests of time- 
expired men and reservists. In that there 
was the dangerous tendency of giving 
preferential treatment to men who had 
served in the Army. If the proposed 
scheme became law that tendency would 
be very largely increased. The whole 
tendency was towards creating the im- 
pression that the man who did not 
become a soldier was to be a marked 
man and receive less fair treatment 
in seeking employment than the man 
who did become a soldier. [“ No.” 
The Labour Members protested against 
that. Let them not punish a man 
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who desired to serve his country at | 
home and honestly work in helping to | 
create wealth. As to the proposals | 
for training officers, he wished to point | 
out that the official positions in the | 
Army were reserved for the sons of the | 
rich and well-to-do. The ordinary work- 
man who joined the Army had practically 
no chance of rising into official rank. 
The cost of the officers’ mess made it 
practically impossible for a man who 
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had not a father with a long purse) 


behind him to become an officer and | 
live up to his position. 


Special arrange- | 


ments were to be made for the training | 


of officers from amongst the ranks of the 
young men attending the universities 
and great public schools. 
open secret that the sons of the working 
classes did not go to universities or great 
public schools. If they did so it was 
with a desire to learn, and they were 
so engrossed in their studies that they 
had not time to prepare to be soldiers. 
Whatever the intention might be the 
proposals would result in the training 
of officers from the ranks of the rich 
and well-to-do to the practical exclusion 
of the capable sons of the working 
classes, 


Mr. HALDANE said that there was 
a reference to the point raised by the 
hon. Member in the Report of the Com- 
mittee. That Committee recommended 
that a limited number of warrant officers 
and non-commissioned officers who had 
served a certain period with the colours 
and were still in the prime of life should 
be placed on the list for commissions. 


*Mr. KEIR HARDIE said that these 
men must have served with the colours 
before having the opportunity of becom- 
ing officers, but his point was that the 


universities and the big public schools | 


men who had not served with the colours 
were to be trained as officers. That was 
preferential treatment. It was part of 
the whole system with which they were 
familiar, that the working classes were 
to be the hewers of wood and the drawers 
of water not only in the industrial sphere 
but in the military and civil service 
spheres. Almost every avenue through 
which the sons of the working classes 


But it was an | 


| the 


t 


could rise into higher positions was being | 


closed against them, unless they had a/| 
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university training. Appointments 
which a few years ago were given ‘o 
workmen because they had _ practical 
experience were barred against them. 
A university education was now regarded 
as a sina qua non and practical experience 
was regarded as of little or no value. The 
Labour representatives viewed that posi- 
tion with considerable apprehension. 
If the universities and public schools 
were to be used as seed-plots on which 
to raise officers for the Army, that was 
but a short step to the use of the public 
elementary schools in the same way to 
train common soldiers for the Army. It 
had been said that if this scheme failed 
ihe position would be no worse than at 
the present time. He did not hold that 
opinion. He was inclined to agree with 
The Times, which he did not often do, 
that the scheme could not succeed with- 
out the element of compulsion. They 
knew that for several years past many 
able and distinguished men, headed by 
Lord Roberts, had been advocating a 
thinly-veiled scheme of conscription 
as the only solution of the diffi- 
culties connected with defence. The 
proposal of the Secretary for War he 
regarded as the framework on which 
such a scheme would be built if the new 
plan failed. The next short and easy 
step would be some form of compulsory 
military service. [Cries of “ No, no.” 
Every hon. Member was entitled to his 
own opinion on these points; but for 
his part he should resist with all his 
power any attempt to impose compulsory 
military service on the people of this 
country. The right hon. Gentleman 
Leader of the Opposition had 
said that no Government would enter 
into war with a light heart. The ex- 
perience of the last ten years did not 
bear that out. They were proposing to 
create a great military force ostensibly 
for the defence of this country and its 
possessions abroad; but in the hands 
of some unscrupulous statesman the 
machines would be there for waging war 
on slight provocation, as war was waged 
in the Transvaal within the last few years. 
[Cries of “No, no.”] He hoped that 
hon. Gentlemen were not going to say 
now that they believed there was the 
slightest justification for going to war 
with the Transvaal. [Cries of dissent, 
and “Hear, hear!”] , Well, he was 
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sorry for their intelligence. During the 
war fever there might have been excuses 
for unthinking people to be of that 
opinion, but nowadays, when they were 
able to look back calmly on the alleged 
facts, it was difficult to believe that any- 
one could justify that war. However, his 
point was that the creation of the pro- 
posed great Army was a danger to the 
cause of the people. At the forthcoming 
Hague Conference the question of the 
reduction of armaments was to be brought 
up, and was the representative of this 
country to go to that Conference with a 
brand new scheme for increasing its mili- 
tary forces? That would not be an en- 
couragement to other countries to reduce | 
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allow him to say so, the conditions offered 
under the new scheme might very much 
reduce the number of recruits who now 
came forward. He wished to repeat that 
the supply depended upon the induce- 
ment offered. The hon. Gentleman had 
gone on to illustrate his argument with 
a beautiful picture of a crystal fountain 
of pure water which bubbled out of the 
ground, representing the supply of 
healthy, well-grown young men available 
as recruits and begged them to draw on 
| this supply as it came from the earth in 
}a natural condition and not to apply a 
/pump which would soil the purity and 
produce an increased flow, but of muddy 
water. Now this would be true if the 
whole supply of healthy, well-grown 








. 

s by sea ¢ land. | ‘ 

el a 1 fool; and land | young men who every year arrived at 

erefore Mis personar fceung Was one | the required age were to pass into the 
of strong suspicion that by the proposed | 


h th tj et eae | Army. But that was not true. By far 
scheme they were strengthening the mill- | ¢he greater number passed at once into 


tary spirit = at eed and thereby | industrial life and only a small proportion 
increasing the risk of future wars and | came into the Army as recruits. There- 
making social reforms more difficult. ‘fore, instead of paiinn the hon. 
‘ li iia i | Member’s illustration of bubbling spring, 
*Mr. MEYSEY-THOMPSON (Stafford- | he would say rather the true illustration 
shire, Handsworth) said he had I'stened | would be this. In the neigh!ourhood of 
with great attention to the many excellent Salisbury Plain, a district not altogether 
speeches this afternoon, and he should unknown to the military authorities, there 
oa Roce ¢ the cine ear nag4 for were beautifully clear rivers from which 
the Colonies his congratulations on his a certain quantity of water was with- 
speech which was delivered with the! drawn at aioe spite to irrigate the 
same fluency, the same ingenuity, and water meadows. The amount of water 
the same absolute unsoundness of argu- so withdrawn was regulated by the re- 
ment for which his speeches were in- quirements of those water meadows, and 
variably distinguished. He would only | if the existing supply was insufficient it 
take one instance. The hon. Member | could always be increased by some addi- 
stated that the number of recruits | tional expense which would speedily bring 
annually available for the British Army | all the water required to the water meadow 
of a good class, iv., well. grown, healthy | requiring it. So also with recruits. Such 
young md runane bead adleaganc’ | me the x seni of ng — or 
; ne at was, however, only one illustration 
ee ae in recruiting was to make up our jn regard to the working of the scheme. 
a “ eee was the eA ce He wished at once to say with regard to 
rgd id whic ‘age — abide instead the scheme generally that he entirely 
; acme pp Pe . emgage of the agreed with a great deal of what the 
ms ed gow a doe age that Secretary for War wished to obtain, and 
oe. ae Paes SO er OM | ths way in which he wished to obtain it. 
tirely with the hon. Member, and he : i 
, - For instance, with regard to his plan of 
thought that he could prove that this Rennes lit seninwed 68 the ble 
argument was radically unsound. The 4.4 <5 fa “ssibl 4H cposkpec sien 
supply of recruits was not fixed, but | “74° 3" 98 Posie, the person respon: 
depended upon the inducements offered sible for spending the money should 
to recruits to join the different branches spend it in his own way. It was absurd 
of the service. Would anyone in this that in former days there had to be a 
House tell him that if the War Office l0n$ Correspondence in regard to some 
offered £1 per day they could not get small requirement for a regiment, and 
all the recruits they wished for? Per | he had always thought that it was desir- 
contra, if the Secretary for War would , able that the commanding officer of a 
Mr. Keir Hardie. 
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regiment should be left to spend the 
money devoted to it as he thought de- 
sirable. If he spent the money badly, 
say in a cavalry regiment, his regiment 
would be inspected, and he would be 
“ dropped on.” He knew what that kind 
of correspondence meant, and remembered 
the old story in respect to forage for a 
particular horse. In the Crimean War, 
red tape was rampant, and it was reported 
that the officer commanding at Tomski 
Bridge applied for forage for his horse. 
This application passed through so many 
hands thet three weeks elapsed before a 
reply authorising the issue of forage was 
received. On sending it to the quarter- 
master, the officer was informed that 
anew Army order which had come out 
since the application was first made 
rendered it impossible for him to comply 
with the requisition. The officer was less 
annoyed at this refusal than might have 
been expected as the horse had meanwhile 
died. He was glad to see that the 
Secretary for War recognised that the 
commanding officer of the unit should 
have the control of the money which was 
to be spent in maintaining that unit. 
What he had to say in connection with 
the scheme was that although it was 
excellent in some respects it was not 
entirely new and that the system which 
it was proposed to establish had been in 
force before the Secretary for War came 
into office, and he wished to congratulate 
the right hon. Gentleman on_ being 
above availing himself of the good 
things which were left behind them 
by his predecessors. As a whole the 
scheme wasa very a’ rac.iveone. It was. 
a tremendous scheme for a national Army, 
a territorial Army under which the people 
were to come out to defend their own 
country. He asked himself, however, 
whether it was not a policy of perfection ? 
Would it succeed and could they under i: 
get an Army which would be sufficiently 
large and efficient to defend the country 
in the event of a great war? He 
agreed with the right hon. Gentle- 
man that in the Army they should 
get rid of “show” servants, but if 
they got rid of them it migh make 
the conditions of service unattractive, 
and they might find a difficulty in getting 
servants at all. As to the fact that the 
Militia had, as the right hon. Gentleman 
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say that of course that was so, as no 
infantry battalion had any cavalry. 
Infan‘ry battalions were dependent on 
a different branch of the service, viz., 
cavalry; the Militia was dependent on 
a different branch of the service, viz., 
Yeomanry. As to the latter force, it 
was a matter in which he had a 
special interest. What were the condi- 
tions of recruiting in the Yeomanry, 
and under this scheme how were re- 
cruits to be obtained? How had they 
been obtained in the past? It was due 
partly to the high rate of pay, 5s. 6d. a 
day, and in a great degree to the influence 
of the officers. By this scheme both 
those sources of inducement would be 
removed. No doubt the pay of 5s. 6d. a 
day sounded a great deal, but it must be 
remembered that the members of the 
Yeomanry were usually farmers, black- 
smiths, shopkeepers and others of that 
class, and if they went out for train- 
ing they must find substitutes to do 
their work and pay them. If the War 
Office cut down their pay they were 
placing a hardship on these men and 
ran the risk of not obtaining any further 
recruits. Then as to the influence of 
the officers in obtaining recruits; it 
appeared that under this scheme the 
Secretary of State wished to get the 
officers to give up more time for camp 
and do more than they did at present 
in the way of the training of officers. 
Speaking for himself, he could not make 
it possible to give up more time than he 
did at present. As it was he gave up a 
great deal of time, and every officer in 
the House who commanded a regiment 
or squadron of Yeomanry would tell 
them that the duties in connection 
with it took up a great deal of time 
if the work was to be done efficiently. 
If the War Office was going to put a 
greater tax on the officers they would 
drive out many of them, and thus their 
influence as a body for recruiting pur- 
poses would be lessened, and it must 
be borne in mind, as he had said, 
that that influence was a great help in 
recruiting. As to the usefulness of the 
Yeomanry in the late war, he did 
not know what the country would 
have done without them, because every- 
body admitted that they were of the 
greatest use. It was said that in two 





said, no cavalry, he would be inclined to 


or three years ‘excellent Yeomanry 
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officers could be made, but a man 
could not handle a large number of 


(COMMONS! 


mounted troops at a rapid pace with- | 


out experience. 


and the sense of what ought to be 
done ought to come to a command- 
ing officer as an instinct. Any mis- 
take in warfare might mean great dis- 
aster when committed within the range 


It was a matter which | 
could only be mastered by practice, | 


_ of rapid-firing guns. Therefore, Yeomanry | 


officers should have a training which 


warfare and they could not be trained at 
once. In three years a man _ who 
on joining he regiment could not shoot 
and who rode _ indifferently became 
an efficient shot and a very fair rider, 
and it required a sti!l longer period 
to make him an expert officer. Another 
point which arose was the difficulty of 
training men for sentry duty. It was 
very difficult to get them not to act 
their 


upon own initiative, but if in 
actual warfare they did not obey 
orders exactly sentries might cause 
great disaster to an army. He re- 
membered a case in which a man 


was allowed to pass, and when he ques- 
tioned the sentry and asked “ Why did 
you allow the man to pass ?” he replied 


“Oh, he said, he was a friend of yours, | 


and I thought you would like to see him.” 
It was only after many years that efficient 
officers and men could be made, and he 
thought that under the proposed con- 
ditions the efficiency of the force would 
not be kept up. He urged the Secretary 
of State before he reorganised the forces 
to have a thoroughly well thought-out 
plan prepared and not hastily do 
anything which might injure the Army. 


*Capratn CRAIG (Down E.) asked for 
some more details of the scheme as it 
affected Ireland. The right hon. Gentle- 
man had fully and fairly explained the 
effect on the Militia, Yeomanry, Volun- 
teers, and Artillery of Great Britain, but 
‘had so far been unable to satisfy those who 
were at the present time in Ireland looking 
anxiously for some explanation of what 
was to happen, first of all, to the Militia, 
and, secondly, to those two grand 
corps, the North of Ireland Imperial 
Yeomanry and the Sou h of Ireland Im- 
perial Yeomanry. If without any Volun- 
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were unable to come into the  err-torial 
scheme in the same way as those of 
Great Britain it was the more necessary 
for the right hon. Gentleman to give some 
hint of what the fate of these forces was 
to be. He desired first of all to touch 
on the Militia, because that was a question 
that had caused a great deal of excitemen 
in Ireland, and he spoke on behalf of a 
number of gentlemen who were heartily 
desirous of putting these Irish forces on 


/a permanent sound footing. If the scheme 
enabled them to take part in active | 


was carried out in the way in which the 
right hon. Gentleman wished it carried out, 
no matter what criticisms were made by 


' those with whom he sa , or whether their 


ideas were embraced or not, or whether 
what they desired was brought into the 
scheme or not, they would endeavour to 
make the scheme, when it appeared in the 
light of day, as successful as possible. 
He hoped, therefore, that their criticisms 


| would at all events receive considera ion. 


the fact that the right hon. 


Undoubtedly the gravest and most import- 
ant situation was pictured by the Leader 
of the Opposition who, with his usual 
acumen, went straight to the point when 
he implied that the real difficulties lay in 
yentleman 
was substituting for the system of Militia, 
Yeomanry, and Volunteers, which were 
three channels for providing a fighting 
force, one channel for the s:me purpose. 
His right hon. friend brought them down 
to the bed-rock of discussion when he 
pointed out that in providing any new 
Army schemes ‘hey must start with 
the assumption that at all events It 
was possible for such a war to break 
out as to necessitate the employ- 
ment of not only the whote_ of 
the Regular but also of the Auxiliary 
Forces. Because the problem that “hey 
had to come back to after all was, when 
the Regulars and the Reserves had been 
sent to the front, had the Government 
taken the trouble to find out what they 
could do to help the country in such a 
time of need. He regretted that the right 
hon. Gentleman and his advisers had not 
begun at the bottom of the tree instead 
of the top, and faced this problem fairly 
andsquarely. Heleft the Regular officers 
in the House to deal with the Regular 
Forces and would turn his attention to 
the Auxiliary forces, which they desired to 


teers in Ireland the Yeomanry and Militia | bring up to the highest pitch of perfection. 


Mr. Meysey-Thompson, 
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The right hon. Gentleman had sacrificed 
the Militia, and they had practically 
heard the last of a force of which its 
officers had been extremely proud. The 
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ary Forces which were sent out to their 
assistance. He did not say this in any 
factious spirit, or because he had in mind 
any particular case, but undoubtedly 
at the beginning of the war a large 


right hon. Gentleman in his memo- 
randum stated that these time honoured | number of the senior officers, who had 
regiments must disappear— | not seen active service before, looked 

“Tt had been found they were quite in- | with a not particularly favourable eye 
efficient to take the field against European | upon the Volunteers, and a good deal of 
troops.” | mischief resulted. These officers should 
He also found that the old constitutional | have had trained into them the feeling 
force— | that though a man may be by profession 

“ Had driftedinto a position in which its main | a soldier he should receive and treat on 
purpose in time of peace is to furnish troops for | terms of equality those who volunteered to 
the line, and that it must be released before | go out and assis: the Regular Army. 
itcan regain the position in the Regular Army Now was the time to do this, for 
to which it is entitled by its great traditions. | thaw walked they weeld have a 
He would like to know what the|new generation of officers growing 
right hon. Gentleman meant by the up without a personal recollection of the 
expression “released.” He was afraid | war and the usefulness of the Auxiliary 
the responsibility for the decadence | Forces. It could be done through the text 
of nine regiments of Militia was to} books handed to the youngest recruit in 
be placed upon those inspecting officers | the barrack-room, or the officer still at the 
who came year after year to the training | University. The Red-book had many 
grounds, returned to their headquar ers | useless pages, occupied with instructions 
and gave in favourable Reports. He | how to salute, and how to hold the rifle 
asked the right hon. Gentleman to call! in one position or another. It would be 
for the private and confidential Reports | well if those were cut away, and in their 





of the generals who took part in the late 
war. He remembered the colonels of three 
regiments—the 3rd Royal Scots, the 4th 
Argyl! and Sutherland Highlanders, and 
the Royal Irish Rifles—saying they had 
the most flattering accounts of the way in 
which the Militia served in South Africa. 
The letters stated that no Regular regi- 
ments could have done be ier the work 
they hadto do. The blame for the state 
of part of the Militia did not rest ‘herefore 
with the officers, who had striven their 
hardest to make their regiments a success, 
and who, if the inspecting officers had only 
pointed out the faults they noticed, 
would have done all they could to bring 
them up to modern requirements. His 
next point was with regard to the rela- 
tions between the officers of the Regular 
Army and the officers of the Auxiliary 
Forces. He felt mos: strongly on this 
matter and drew the attention of the right 
hon. Gentleman to it last year when he 
entered on his term of responsible office. 
Now, while the memory of the South 
African war was fresh, steps should be 
taken toimpress on the officers and non- 
commissioned officers of the Regular Army 
the duty of welcoming more heartily than 
they did on the last occasion the Auxili- 





stead officers reminded that they were 
the trustees of the grea! Volunteer Army 
of the Empire, and that they were to 
take under their care not only the men 
of the Regular Army who had been 
trained for years and made a _pro- 
fession of the Service, but also those 
who had at all events done their very 
best at a time of necessity when the 
nation asked them. He spoke with some 
knowledge of the matter, for he had 
the unique experience of having passed 
through all the ranks, having been a cadet 
at school, a Volunteer, a Militia officer, 
a Yeomanry officer, and of having served 
for a short time on the staff in South 
Africa. The Government had taken 
undue risk in swamping first the Militia, 
then the Yeomanry and then the vast 
number of Volunteers. It was all very 
well in time of peace to say that they 
would all be embodied and work as a 
unit together, but it was absolutely 
useless on the outbreak of war. He could 
see that utter confusion would take place 
if it were true as the Under-Secretary for 
he Colonies had said that the new force 
would be merely for the defence 
of the soil. He thought the soil was 
never in very great danger, and even if 
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it were every man in Great Britain and | services of such officers would give greater 
Ireland would become a Volunteer to | security in time of war. He urged that 
keep out an invading army. Neither) the War Secretary's scheme was not 
uniforms nor the changes suggested for | sufficiently explanatory. It should be 
the Volunteers were necessary to keep | placed before the people in such a way 
out foreign invasion. The Secretary for| as would interest them and made 
War had failed in confusing the issue | attractive in order to induce men to 
by saying it was a territorial Army and | join. He would further suggest one 
hoping that the time would come when | more suitable for all classes of Volunteers, 
whole divisions or brigades would The right hon. Gentleman would makea 
volunteer for service abroad in the} vital mistake if his scheme for a territorial 
hour of emergency. A Volunteer who | army was not put forward in an acceptable 
would go to-day might to-morrow be manner, capable of being easily under- 
unwilling or unable to go and so there | stood by those who were expected to join. 
would be a difficulty. He would rather | They who were interested in these matters 
have a sort of skeleton scheme on a | would try to help the right hon. Gentle- 
great scale all ready to take drafts from) man in every way in their power; 
different parts of the country ratherthan | they would continue to use their 
see the whole country bound down to one | influence to get Volunteers to join, 
distinct idea which he did not think | whatever the scheme put before them; 
would work well when it came to the /| all he asked the right hon. Gentleman 
actual point. Another difficulty was was that he should give them something 
that the scheme cancelled regiments and a little more authentic than the very 
their names. It would take years and | short and curt statement which had been 
years in his opinion really to create alocal | issued, which was rather uninteresting, 
interest in a corps. He urged the Secre- | and not at all a readable document 
tary for War to preserve local names and | compared with some that they had seen 
local traditions as much as possible.! before. He did not want to throw 
It? might be called sentiment, but | the apple of discord into what had 
sentiment bore a far greater part been an amicable debate on both sides, 
in the Volunteer Army than in one; and removed as far as possible from 
recruited by compulsion. He hoped the | Party kines; but one point, from the 
right hon. Gentleman would also see that.: beginning, had struck him as rather 
the flags of the regiments were preserved. | serious—he referred to that part of the 
and also the old relics of the regiments right hon. Gentleman’s speech where he 
which had been treasured in the regiments | turned to those on the Benches behind 
for centuries. In conclusion, in Ire-| him and spoke about this scheme “ not 
land the only outlet for the spirit of leading up to militarism.” He had putit 
militarism was the Militia. The right g5 pointedly, and on two occasions, too, 
hon. Gentleman had cut off that source that he trusted the right hon. Gentleman 
from those who desired to take part in, would cast all ideas of that kind entirely 
the defence of their country. Supposing ; behind him, because he would never get 
the new scheme came into force, he would | anything from people who held those 
like to know what would be the position of | views as to militarism, no matter how 
persons who would be obliged to serve in | Jong he was Minister for War; he would 
time of war, because he understood the rather that the right hon. Gentleman 
scheme proposed that men in the Militia | tried to cultivate the spirit of those who 
could be called upon to serve abroad. | were desirous of helping him in the 
What position would the Militia officers | g-heme he had introduced. 

in Ireland be in in that particular regard 2 | 

There would be far too smalla numberof, *\fason McMICKING (Kirkcudbright- 
Regular officers for such a gigantic | shire) said in reference to what had fallen 
scheme as the one proposed. Those | from the hon. Member for Merthyr Tydvil 
who had any real knowledge of the! and also in regard to a letter which had 
working of the Militia and Yeomanry | appeared in The Times, it was suggested 
knew that they could not expect a good |that if this scheme failed, the only 
force unless there was a larger sprinkling of | alternative was compulsory service. That 
Regular adjutants and instructors. The! was not his opinion. In the first place, 


Captain Craig. 
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he was convinced that national senti- 
ment was opposed to compulsion as 
regarded military service in any 
form whatever. In the second place, 
he saw no reason why this scheme, 
with some modification, should not 
be a very great success. He said 
some modification, because he did think 
that, as regarded the artillery, modifica- 
tion was necessary. It was proposed to 
have seventy-two batteries of field 
artillery in the Field Force, and 
these were provided with ammunition 
columns ; he understood that there was 
a surplus of thirty-three batteries 
of six guns. The right hon. Gentle- 
man proposed to put those batteries 
on the four-gun basis, and he supposed 
that the surplus sixty-six eighteen- 
pounder guns would be put in store 
and used on mobilisation to make up the 
four-gun batteries to six-gun batteries. 
He would suggest to the right hon. 
Gentleman that he should not put any 
guns in store, but that all those 198 
guns should be available with which 
to form batteries. On a _ four-gun 
basis that would give very nearly fifty 
batteries, and of that number of batteries 
why should not a certain number, officered 
and manned by Regulars, be used as 
a stiffening for the territorial Army ? 
He thought that suggestion was worthy of 
the right hon. Gentleman’s consideration. 
With regard to brigade ammunition 
columns he understood that the right 
hon. Gentleman had not yet decided 
whether he would have them manned 
with the Special Contingent officers 
and men or not, for the reason that 
they came into the zone of fire. Al- 
though it might be strictly accurate to 
say that these brigade ammunition 
columns came into the fire zone, he would 
like to point out, that as a rule they 
transferred their ammunition to the 
battery waggon line under cover. In 
the Field Artillery Training Manual for 
last year, it stated that if the waggon 
line was in an exposed position the empty 
waggons should, if possible, be withdrawn 
under cover, to refill from the ammuni- 
tion column. He saw no reason why 
they should not be manned by Special 
Contingent officers and men even if 
they had temporarily to replace 
casualties in the firing line from them. 
The divisional ammunition columns 
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would, of course, supply the brigade 
amynunition columns, but he did not 
understand what was exactly meant 
when the right hon. Gentleman mentioned 
the park. There must always be a base 
depot where the troops disembarked, and 
as progress was made a field park at 
rail head. He should like to know 
would the base depot and field park be 
manned by officers and men from the 
Special Contingent. With regard to the 
artillery of the territorial Army he 
gatherel that there would be fourteen 
batteries of Horse Artillery, 126 batteries 
of Field Artillery, twenty-eight Howitzer 
batteries, and fourteen heavy batteries. 
If it was proposed in regard to fourteen 
batteries of Horse Artillery that they 
should have the old 12-pounder Horse 
Artillery gun he hoped such a scheme 
would not be carried out, because after 
all that weapon could only be described 
as a pop-gun as compared with the latest 
pattern guns. ‘This was a large force and 
it looked well on paper, but he would ask 
the Secretary for War seriously to con- 
sider the matter before he carried out 
his scheme for the creation of this great 
artillery force. The Duke of Norfolk’s 
Commission which inquired into the 
Militia and Volunteer Forces reported that 
they had heard and considered evidence 
inregard to both the Militia and Volun- 
teers and their conclusion was that 
without a large amount of expenditure 
and a large number of officers and men 
from the Regular Army it would be use- 
less to attempt to form field batteries in 
either of those forces. He thought it 
would be quite right to try an experiment 
with Volunteer Field Artillery, but the 
great difficulty he foresaw was obtaining 
competent commanding officers for those 
batteries. If they could get retired Regular 
officers to command those batteries he 
saw no reason why they should not be a 
success, but officers of the necessary 
experience willing to command such 
batteries were not very plentiful. He 
would like to give one or two reasons 
why he thought difficulties would arise. 
The commanding officer of a Volunteer 
battery had to understand no‘ onl, the 
technical side of artillery work but also 
horsemastership. However well-trained 
batteries might be, unless the horses 
were properly looked after, the guns 
might not be able to come into action 
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when wanted. 
Member for Fareham spoke’ yesterday 
of the new weapons in use and alluded 


Army 


to the difficulty of training Volunteers to | 


manipulate those weapons in order to 
make the best use of them. He totally 


disagreed with that view, because the. 


rank and file of the Volunteer artillery 
were first-rate men and they were the 
very people who would grasp at once 
the handling of scientific weapons. He 
had for a short time been an adjutant of 
Volunteer artillery in Lancashire and the 
way the skilled artisans there handled 
their guns was to him most extraordinary. 
If they could get good officers the rank 
and file would be all right and the right 
hon. Gentleman’s Volunteer artillery 
scheme would be a very great success. He 
felt that the scheme should be brought into 


operation very slowly, and by way of ex- | 


periment, because if this new departure 
was made and this great force of Volunteer 
artillery was all at once created a tremend- 
ous responsibility would be incurred. 
Having had some practical experience in 
these matters he thought it was his duty 
to get up and say a few words upon the 
subject. 


*CapraiIn FABER (Hampshire, An- , 
dover) congratulated the Secretary of | 
State for War on the fine scheme that he | 
had worked out. If it turned out to be; 
a workable scheme he did not think ; 
there was one man in the House who; 
would not be pleased. With regard to. 
the special contingent of 75,000 men, | 
he thought the right hon. Gentleman | 


was somewhat wrong in his mathe- 
matics. The full total of 75,000 men were 


not supposed to be fit for service until 
the end of six months, and therefore he 
would only get 37,500 men at the end of ; 
three months. Therefore, only half of, 
them would be available. 


He trusted | 
that the right hon. Gentleman would | 
modify his view about a four years en- | 
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training. With regard to the territorial 
| Army it was clear that the infantry 
| would be a great success provided they 
were good rifle shots before they came 
| into the Army. His opinion was that if 
| they amalgamated the rifle clubs and 
did not leave them so much to charity the 
territorial Army would be more efficient 
than if they simply brought the men 
into their ranks out of the street. He 
sincerely hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would seriously consider the advisability 
of having rifle clubs affiliated with the 
Territorial Army. With regard to the 
| artillery, after many years experience he 
had come to the conclusion that it was ab- 
solutely impossible to train a driver to 
draw guns for horse artillery in less than 
two years. In time of war he did not 
think they could accomplish this task in- 
side a year, because the man in times of 
emergency who went into the Army had 
probably never ridden a horse before, and 
it took six months at least to learn to 
ride properly. Besides that the recruit 
had to learn to lead one horse as well 
as ride one, and that could not be done 
inside a year. He thought tne right hon. 
Gentleman was going to have some 
difficulty in regard to the Yeomanry. 
He would like to know if the intention was 
to reduce the Yeomanry pay from 5s. 6d. 
per day to the ordinary pay of 1s. or 
ls. 6d. immediately. Was he going to 
say to the Yeomanry, “‘ Unless you come 
down immediately to Is. 6d. per day 
you can go”? He was afraid that that 
proposal might lead to half the Yeomanry 
leaving, and then there would only be 
half the present force remaining. The 
late Chief Secretary for Ireland com- 
manded as fine a body of men as it was 
possible to get in the Wilts Yeomanry, 
but he was certain that the men 
would be unable to afford to remain 
on if their pay were reduced. The 
commander of the Northampton Yeo- 
manry had complained that he could 





listment ; he was afraid it would keep; not get a sufficient number of men even 
men from joining the ranks. He thought | at 5s. 6d. per day, and he was afraid 
it was an excellent plan that volunteers! that there would not be a sufficient 
should be able to transfer from one| number of men forthcoming at ls. 6d. 
district to another. He would also; per day. With regard to _ proba- 
suggest that when the Territorial} tioners for the cavalry he would like to 
Army was brough‘ out for fifteen days| know what was going to be done with 
it should be brought out so as to arrive} them. At the end of two years would a 
on the Sunday, because in that case they | young officer, having worked hard out 
would be able to get an extra day’s: of doors with his regiment, have to pass 
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his examination ? As to the question of 
pensions, there was an idea in some 
quarters that the right hon. Gentleman 
was against any scheme of pensions in 
the Army. He hoped the right hon. 
Gentleman would reassure the House and 
the country on that question. He asked 
the right hon. Gentleman whether he 
could see his way to allow the time spent 
in the Army and Navy to count for 
pensions when men from these services 
entered the Civil Service. He thought it 
was very hard that the time so spent 
should not count in regard to pensions 
in the Civil Service. 


Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.) hoped the 
Committee would listen to a _ few 
observations from a totally different 
point of view from that adopted by most 
of the speakers who had preceded him. 
Colonels, majors, captains, and_ officers 
in every branch of the service had been 
ringing the changes on the details of 
Army reorganisation. He would not in 
the least depreciate the value or the 
erudition of their criticisms. But there 


was another class of Members who 
were not military men at all, and 
who had no love of militarism. 
They represented a large number of 


people outside the House—men and 
women who believed that the greatness 
of England rested, not on the science of 
war, but on the arts of peace; not on 
weapons of destruction, but on tools of 
construction. He confessed to being dis- 
appointed with the proposals made by 
the Secretary of State for War. He would 
vote with great hesitation for the very 
large number of men now asked for. He 
could not believe that the interests of 
the country were really served by so 
enormous a number. He thought the 
whole conception of our military system 
—the whole scale of the military defences 
as conceived by the present Government 
and preceding Governments—was out of 
all proportion to what was really neces- 
sary if only -hey cultivated a friendly 
policy with the nations of the earth 
instead of destroying one another. He 
believed the idea of such a huge Army 
was out of harmony with the democratic 
opinion of the country. He appreciated 
as much as anyone the great skill, in- 
dustry, and patience which the right hon 
Gentleman had brought to this question, 
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and he was glad that so important a 
spending department should be in the 
hands of one so capable. He agreed 
equally with the right hon. Gentleman in 
desiring efficiency in the branch of the 
| service over which he presided. They 
all wanted efficiency. It must not be 
supposed that those who were anti- 
military Members were against efficiency. 
They wanted value for their money like 
'everybody else. The idea of having a 
striking force was offensive to him. 
What did we want a striking force for ? 
Whom did we want to strike? Why did 
we not shake hands instead of striking at 
all? It was an idea which was utterly 
ridiculous to many present. There were 
some who held what was called the 
“menagerie theory,” that they were 
kept from one another by barred cages, 
and that they were ready to fly at one 
another’s throats the moment they got 
loose. He did not believe in any such 
theory. He would like to ask the right 
hon. Gentleman if he quite remembered 
or appreciated by what title he occu- 
pied his exalted position. Who had 
entrusted him with those powers and 
emoluments which he enjoyed? How 
did hon. Members who were going to 
support the right hon. Gentleman 
obtain their seats ? As far as he himself 
was concerned—and he believed his 
experience was a very common one—it 
was by vowing that they would alter the 
extravagant expenditure of their pre- 
decessors. He had for years addressed 
crowded meetings of poor men and 
women, and he had told them that when 
a Liberal Government was in power it 
could run the country on £100,000,000 ; 
but that, after ten years of Tory rule, it 
cost £150,000,000, He told them that 
when the Liberals went out of office the 
Army cost £20,000,000, and that now it 
cost £30,000,000. He told them also that 
for every shilling the Liberal Government 
took out of their pockets for the Army 
/and other purposes the Tories had for 
years been taking eighteen pence, and 
| that when a democratic Government came 
_ into power again they would restore things 
as they formerly were. It was on 
| those pledges that he got his seat, and it 
was on those pledges that he was support- 
ing the present Government. He there- 


fore expressed sincere disappointment 
such an enormous proposal as 


that 
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that under discussion should have been | cussion would be continued on another 
put before the House in the second Vote. 
session of the present Parliament. The | 
country at the general election asked fora 
reversal of the extravagant policy of the 
late Government, and for an entire change’ = Motion made, and Question proposed 
in regard to the bloated armaments which «That a sum, not exceeding £9,835,000, 
they had built up—armaments which in he granted to His Majesty, to defray the 
his judgment, so far from making for Charge for the Pay, &c., of His Majesty’s 
peace, really made for war. He believed | Army (including Army Reserve) at Home 
that the taxpayers of the country could and Abroad (exclusive of India), which 
not afford to pay for all the men now will come in course of payment during 
asked for. In this connection he the year ending onthe 31st day of March, 
thought of the poor country labourers 1908.” ; 
who earned small wages and had to 
pay enormously high rents for most’ Mr. J. WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) said 
insanitary and uncomfortable houses. that he could assure the right hon. 
Having had close intercourse with that Gentleman the Secretary for War that 
class for years he could state that they it having been decided that the organisa- 
did not want to pay for costly officers and_ tion of the Army was in a bad way and 
the machinery of war. They asked for that it was necessary to reorganise that 
old-age pensions, but the Government branch of the public service, his criti- 
said they could not afford the cost, cisms of the proposed new scheme would 
though they were taking the money of be devoted to removing what he consi- 
these people and spending it on the dered were one or two blemishes in it. 
cstly machinery of war. The burden 
of the peace charges in this country was And, it being a quarter past Fight 
worse, because it was permanent, than of the clock, and there being Private 
an’ occasional war. It was like the case , Business set down by direction of the 
of a man who paid a high premium for Chairman of Ways and Means under 
insurance. It was better to run the risk Standing Order No. 8, further proceeding 
of a fire. He had been told on the Was postponed without Question pit. 
authority of one whom he could trust indie 
that we were paying for a larger number ilies es tee wane 

li , MET ‘ AN WATER BOAR 
of men than even the greatest military (CHANGES, ETC) BILL [DY ORDER) 
could they support the Government ? 
With what sort of face could they propose | 
to other Powers a mutual and reciprocal | 


reduction? The Secretary of State for’ ,. _— . , 
War was in an illustrious position, but ye ee oe ae 
other and greater Ministers had stood at | ete beso ‘i bel; aa “ae he 
that table. Fifty years ago Mr. Disraeli ee «sig Nigam seit: Agia 
‘ ; : 'so manifestly unjust. It was introduced 
had said there was a niche in ; the because there was an undertaking that 
temple of fame for the ruler or Minister three years after the appointed day of 
who would be the first to grapple with , the coming into force of the Act of 1902 
the question of military expenditure. | Bill should be introduced to equalise 
He wished his right hon. friend would | ‘he water rates over the whole area sup- 
; | plied by the Metropolitan Water Board. 
occupy that niche. He had hoped that | He was connected with a large company 
the right hon. Gentleman would in his | having premises in the City and they 
proposals have shown a greater desire | paid water rates to the amount of £8 a 


for the reduction of armaments. | year. The water was only used for wash- 
ing the hands of the clerks, as nobody 


lived on the premises. That was a fair 
Mr. HALDANE expressed the hope rate, but the premises had to be rebuilt, 


that the Committee would now give Vote and the rate was raised to £69 for 
A on the understanding that the dis-. exactly the same amount of water. 


Mr. Byles. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 
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That showed that the Bill would over- 
reach itself. The Bank of England at 
the present moment were sinking wells on 
their own premises so as not to come with- 
in the power of the Metropolitan Water 
Board, and other bankers, who were not 
going to submit to the enormous rates put 
upon them, proposed also to sink their 
own wells. He had spoken to the officials 
of the Board on this matter, and they said 
that to equalise the rates was to make a 
proper payment all round, and that if 
occupiers of property did not use the 
water, certain rebates were allowed them. 
But under this Bill they were going to 
charge 5 per cent. upon the rating value, 
which would more than double the water 
rate on premises in the City which were 
hardly used at all. That was not equal- 
isation of the rates in any sense. The 
most unjust part of the Bill, to his mind, 
was Clause 26, which was, he might say, 
anew punishment, and one that was never 
thonght of by the old water companies. 
He was one of those who thought that the 
old water companies were not so bad as 
they were believed to be. At anyrate, 
the citizens got a certain amount of 
justice from them. The Metropolitan 
Water Board acted asa public body, and 
a public body only cared for getting in 
the money. Clause 26 said that at any 
moment the whole supply of water that 
was not necessary for domestic use could 
be cut off. He wanted the House to 
consider what that involved. He repre- 
sented a part of Middlesex where the land 
was given up to market gardening and to 
glass-houses for the cultivation of plants. 
In his own constituency there were acres 
and acres of glass-houses. If this clause 
passed, and in the middle of June the 
owners of these glass-houses received notice 
that the supply of water was to be sud- 


denly cut off, every plant in those houses | 
would be utterly destroyed and the owners | 


ruined. That was not the sort of thing 
that they should expect from a public 
body. He had informed the Water 
doard that sufficient notice should be 
given before the supply was cut off, and 
their reply was that they wanted to 
give the domestic supply first. 


Board must know beforehand what 


amount of water they had in the reser- 
voirs, and surely they could give notice 
about cutting off the supply to the owners 
of the glass-houses without ruining them. 
Moreover, he contended that the Board 
was bound to supply water for trade pur- | 
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poses just as much as for domestic pur- 
poses, and, therefore, they ought to make 
sullicient reservoirs. There was no doubt 
that the interchanging of the water be- 
tween the old companies had after it 
was introduced prevented the shortage 
of the supply in any district. He knew 
that the water companies were only 
allowed to take so much water out of the 
river, but on two occasions when they 
found themselves unable to comply with 
the demand for water they went to the 
Conservaney Board which allowed then 
to draw millions of gallons more than 
they were permitted by their Acts. The 
Conservancy Board would be sure to 
allow this to be done in order that 
traders such as he represented should 
not be injured or ruined. Then let them 
take the case of the locomotive engines 
running into London. He was told that 
the London and North Western Railway 
would have to stop running many of their 
trains if the water supply was suddenly 
cut off. That would be a loss not 
only to the railway company but to 
the community all round. He hoped 
the House would not permit the Bill, 
which was so manifestly unjust, to pass, 
and he moved that it be read a second 
time that day six months. 


Sir F. BANBURY (City of London) 
said that although it was true that the 
Metropolitan Water Board were obliged 
to introduce a Bill to make all charges 
uniform, it did not follow that the Act 
compelled them to introduce the Bill in 
its present form. While the measure 
would cause the rating in London to be of 
a most unfair description and would cast 
an additional burden upon a large number 
of people, it would only in one district 
result in any lightening of the existing 
burden. For that reason alone it ought 
to be rejected. But it did something 
which was not contemplated by the Act 
of 1902—it made all sorts of alterations 

with regard not only to charges relating 
to the domestic supply, but also to 
charges for trade purposes. It conferred 
| powers which had never been granted 
before to any water company. It must 
be remembered that London was not one 
City, but a conglomeration of cities under 
one authority, and any attempt to charge 
a uniform rate for London was doomed 
|from the first to failure. But it might 
be said that when the Unionist Govern- 
ment brought in their Bill, they were 
M 
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Board, having agreed to take over the 


undertakings of the water companies, | 


would have to pay in compensation to 
the water companies for their business, 
ind he thought it might be fairly argued 
that they were bound to introduce some 
clause of that sort in order that there 
might be no failure in obtaining money 
for secuning a water supply for London. 
3ut the House now knew the actual sum 
which was paid to the water companies 
for their property. It was £32,818,609. 
That was to say, that amount of stock 
was issued to the water companies in 
payment of their shares, and as the House 
knew, the debenture stocks were left 
untouched as they were dealt with in a 
different manner. In addition nearly 
£1,500,000 stock was issued in order 
t» provide for the remuneration of the 
ilirectors for loss of fees, and there were 
various sums paid in connection with the 
Enfield and Tottenham District Councils. 
That made altogether £34,318,609. 
That was a three per cent. stock, and a 
simple calculation would show that the 
interest on it amounted to £1,029,000 a 
vear. The net income of the water 
companies in their last completed year, 
that was to say, their income after paying 
the interest on their debenture stock and 
which was available for the payment of 
dividend was £1,039,872. Therefore the 
Metropolitan Water Board had at once 
in advantage of £10,000 a year, but in 
addition to that, there was a payment 
made to the Chamberlain of London for 
sinking fund of £40,652, which payment 
was not to be continued by the Water 
3oard. If that £40,652 was added to 
the £10,000 he had mentioned, there 
was over £50,000 in favour of the Metro- 
politan Water Board. He would take at 
£10,000 the interest on the preference 
stock, but he was prepared to leave that 
out, and there still remained the fees 
which were payable to the companies’ 
directors, which amounted to £15,000 or 
£16,000, making altogether £66,000 a 
year, and the economies which ought to 
have been made through the consolida- 
tion of the different companies and their 
otfices, would bring up the sum that ought 
to have accrued to the Metropolitan 
Water Board in the way of a saving to 
something like £70,000 a year. If the 
Board had managed their affairs in the 
businesslike way that the water com- 
panies had done, that amount would have 


Sir F. Banbury. 
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not aware what sum of money the Water | been available for the relief of water rates, 


| an additional gain accruing to the Water 
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| In addition to that, it must be remem- 
dered that the rateable value of London 
since 1902 had increased by three or four 
per cent., and therefore there should be 


Board by reason of that increase. He 
had brought out all these figures because 
he wanted to show that there could be no 
contention on the part of the Metropolitan 
Water Board that they had. paid too 
much to the water companies, and that 
the necessities of the case compelled them 
to come forward and raise the charges to 











the consumers. Before the Metropoli. 
tan Water Board, there were eight 
companies supplying water. Their 


charges were  as_ follows :—South- 
work and Vauxhall and East London, 
5 per cent. on the annual value of the 
house; Chelsea, Grand Junction, New 
River, and West Middlesex, 4 per cent. 
per annum on houses not exceeding annual 
value of £200, above £200 3 per cent. ; 
Kent, about 6 per cent. for houses up to 
£20 per annum, 5 per cent. up to £00 
per annum, and gradually decreasing up 
to £95 per annum, when it was 4 per cent., 
and all beyond £95 was 4 per cent. ; Lam- 
beth, 74 per cent, for houses not exceeding 
£20, 7 per cent. for houses not exceeding 
£40, 64 per cent. for houses not exceed- 
ing £60. in the City the old charge was 
t per cent. on rateable value up to £200 
and 3 per cent. over that figure. It 
would be seen that in the case of seven 
of these companies the annual percentage 
on the rateable value, was excepting one 
class of houses under the Kent Company, 
5 per cent. or under, but the Board pro- 
posed to make a uniform charge in these 
districts of 5 per cent. The consumers 
would not, therefore, benefit. In Lambeth 
only the case was different, and even 
there some consumers would not benefit. 
He said earlier in his remarks that 
London was a vast conglomeration of 
cities and not one city, and it was im- 
possible to make one rate which would 
he fair to everybody. The system under 
which water rates in London had been 
levied fora very great number of years had 
been, roughly, that in regard to domestic 
supply it was not advisable to charge 
by meter for the actual amount of water 
supplied, but to levy a percentage on the 
rateable value, the object being that 
people should be encouraged, as it was 
thought they would not be if they paid 
entirely by meter, not to stint water, 











333 Metropolitan Water 


because, in the interests of health, a 
certain amount of water must be used 
and it was thought that a percentage 
on the rateable value was the better way, , 
because then water would be used with- 
out regard to the actual cost. Of course, 
the actual result of that was that in the 
poorer districts they obtained their water 
at a very much lower rate than in the richer 
districts. That could not be objected to, 
because it was necessary for the health 
of London, and he was sure that those 
who lived in the larger houses did not 
mind, seeing that the policy was for the 
health of London. In his opinion the 
rates in London must be different. Let 
them take a house in the City the rateable 
value of which was £1,000 a year. 
Under the new system they would have to 
pay £50 and for that sum_ probably 
no water of that value would be used. 
There would probably be only four or 
five rooms in which the clerks would 
number from ten to twenty, and the 
only water used would be for the purpose 
of washing their hands. In Lambeth, 
however, in a house rated at £50, the 
quantity of water used would be donble 
or treble the quantity used in the City 
in a house rated at £1,000 a year. 
Again, in the case of a house in Belgrave 
Square the rateable value would be five or 
six times that of a house in Islington, and 
yet the water used in the Islington house 
would be five or six times as much as that 
consumed in Belgrave Square. What 
they had to look at was not the per- 
centage on rateable value, but what the 
rateable value was, and as London was 
divided up into all these different kinds 
of cities, it was impossible with any fair- 
ness to introduce a uniform rate. The 
City was a very exceptional _ place. 
{Laughter.] Well, the City had done 
a great deal to make London what 
it was. Hon. Gentlemen opposite 
might laugh at the City, but if it had 
not been for the City of London 
he was not sure they would have been 
sitting in their places at the present 
moment. In regard to the supply of 
water for domestic purposes only, the 
result of this change would be startling 
in the City. The charges would be some- 
thing like double the present amount. He 
was informed that in the case of two large 
banks the payment would amount to 
trom £3 10s. to £3 15s. per head per 
annum of the staff employed. That was 
évidence that the uniform charge of 5. 
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per cent. which the Water Board pro- 
posed would be exceedingly onerous. It 
was estimated that the increased pay- 
ments for water in the City alone would 
amount to over £100,000 a year. In 
addition to that, it must be remembered 
that water was used in the City for trade 
purposes. Under the old companies they 
were compelled to supply water for trade 
purposes on a sliding scale varying from 
6d. to 7}d. per thousand gallons, accord- 
to the quantity used. In lieu of these 
charges, the Bill proposed that the 
Metropolitan Water Board might charge 
ls. a thousand gallons, which was an in- 
crease of nearly 100 per cent., but even at 
that price they were not obliged to 
supply the water, and need only supply 
it if they thought fit to do so. He 
wished to put it to the House, there- 
fore, whether they did not think that 
the Water Board had failed in its 
duty when it increased its charges from 
6d, and 73d. per thousand gallons to 1s., 
and then added a provision that they 
should not be compelled to supply the 
water and could cut it off at any moment. 
That was not all, because if premises 
were used for both domestic and trade 
purposes and the supply was taken 
by meter the Board might levy a charge 
eyual to 5 per cent. on the rateable value 
of the premises. Thus in any case the 
charge by meter was not to be less than the 
charge on rateable value could have been. 
The railway stations and _ refreshment 
rooms in London used water for other than 
domestic purposes. They used it for 
trade purposes. Supposing the Water 
3oard refused to supply water for engines, 
they could charge 5 per cent. on the 
rateable value of Euston Square for the 
water supplied to the lavatories and the 
waiting-rooms. He had, he thought, 
shown that the promoters of the Bill did 
not know what they were doing, or else 
they were not fit to introduce a Bill of 
such a character. The rise in the charge 
for trade purposes from 6d. to Is. per 
1,000 gallons must strike everybody as 
being most onerous, and coming as it did 
at the present time when trade was 
leaving London for other parts of the 
country, it would have the effect of ac- 
celerating that departure, and adding to 
the burden of the ratepayers, because 
directly the Board could not sell 
sufficient water to pay its way it would 
come upon the rates, and the ratepayers 
would not only have their charge put at 
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5 per cent., but probably much higher. 
He had figures also to show that the Bill 
would alter the assessment of London by 
something like £62,000. He had put the 
position as shortly as he could, but he 
hoped he had also put it clearly before the 
House. He had endeavoured to show that 
the system of rating under the old com- 
panies was on the whole just. There were 
anomalies, no doubt, but on the whole 
the system was fair. A uniform rate 
would not work well. He would point 
out that the rate was highest where the 
water had to be pumped the highest, end 
that was the case at Lambeth, which had 
the highest rate, because, standing as it 
did on high hills, the water had to be 
pumped higher to supply that district 
than it had to supply any other. He 
had endeavoured to show that the per- 
centage was right, and that the Water 


Metropolitan Water 


Board had gone far beyond the neces- | 


sity of their obligation under the Act or 
1902. He begged to second the rejec- 
tion of the Bill. 


Amendment proposed 


“To leave out the word ‘now,’ and at the 
end of the Question to add the words ‘ upon 
this day six months.’”—(Sir F. Dixon-Hart- 
land.) 


Question proposed, “That the word 
‘now stand part of the Question.” 


*Mr. BARNARD (Kidderminster) 
said the seconder of the Amendment had 
expressed his strong approval of the posi- 
tion held by the old companies, and 
had stated the opinion that the Board 
should occupy the place of the eight 
companies and two urban councils which 
they succeeded. He did not point out, 
however, that there was a section in 
the Act of 1902 which imposed on the 
Water Board the distinct obligation to 
bring ina Bill to insure a uniform scale 
of charge, and it was to fulfil that obli- 
gation that the Bill before the House 
had been introduced. It was perfectly 
well known that there were ten different 
sets of charges in the great metropolitan 
area, and the Water Board took the 
opinion of counsel, and were advised that 
the proper course was to introduce a Bill 
on the lines of that now before the House. 
The hon. Members who moved and 
seconded the Amendment seemed to 
imagine that the Water Board was 
necessarily going to charge a maximum 


Sir F. Banbury, 
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of 5 per cent., but all the Water Board 
had to do was to produce to the House a 
scheme which would lead to a scale of 
fairness and justice between the 7,000,000 
people living in the area of the Water 
Board. They were not there in the same 
way as the promoters of an ordinary 
private Bill. The ratepayers, who were 
also the consumers, were represented on 
the Water Board, the membership of which 
was sixty-six, of whom fourty-four came 
from London proper. These members 
were therefore well able to look into the 
whole matter in the committees of the 
Water Board when the Bill was put for- 
ward. They came from various parts of 
London, and represented a variety of 
interests, and if there had been any 
particular injustice they would have been 
certain to argue it in order that it might 
receive consideration. it would not 
perhaps be out of place if he pointed out 
that the Water Board was responsible for 
providing water for 7,000,000 people ; 
that it had to find 250,000,000 gallons of 
water a day, and that for this under- 
taking they had been required to pay 
£45,000,000. The hon. Baronet had 
said they ought to be saviag £70,000 


| a year, but it had to be borne in mind 


that a public body could not always do 
what was done by a private individual. 
They had to pay higher wages and they 
were glad to do it. Another thing the 
hon. Baronet had not alluded to was that 
although they issued their stock at 3 per 
cent. that stock had to be issued just 
after a war, for which they were not re- 
sponsible, and the additional cost to them 
in consequence was about £3,000,000. 
Then there was the price they had to 
pay owing to compulscry purchase, which 
the County Council would have avoided 
if they could. The real point about this 
Bill was that they first of all had to 
contemplate the public health question, 
and to see before they came to the 
business arrangments that they  safe- 
guarded the sanitation and matters of 
that description. The mover and seconder 
with a good deal of skill had avoided the 
issue he desired to bring before the House. 
The Water Board had come to the con- 
clusion that all the extra charges for water 
closets and baths and other things must 
be abolished in order that there should 
not be any excuse for stinting the poorer 
houses. The Board had not increased the 
water rates in London since they had 
been in office, and yet they had been able 
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to pay their way in the first two years | 


they had been at work. They could 
stand as the only municipal undertaking 
of such magnitude in the world that had 
been able to pay their way 
charging their customers anything extra. 
He ventured to think that their manage- 
ment was a credential! that they were trust- 
worthy and had some knowledge of their 
business. They had 1,100,000 customers ; 


they could not lower the price to every- | 


body, and had therefore to consider the 
method they should adopt. The Bill hene- 


fited or did not hurt 800,000 people and | 


slightly injured 200,000. He did not know 
how it was possible to hold the scale without 
injuring some and necessarily benefiting 
others. He found that the right hon. 
Baronet was quite wrong. They had 124 
different local authorities inside the area of 
“ Water London,” and this scheme bene- 


tited eighty-five of the different governing | 


authorities that he was referring to It 
left thirty-nine either neutral or only 
slightly affected. He did not think it could 
be considered such a dreadful proposition 
when they could benefit 800,000 and 
only slightly injure 200,000. He came to 
the 5 per cent. point. If they maintained 
all the extra charges that they proposed to 
vet rid of, what was the position ? The old 
companies could charge from 3 to 73 per 
cent.; if they put extras on they 
could charge roughly from 4 to 114 
per cent. In this Bill they proposed 
to charge no one more than 5 per cent., 
and it did not follow in the slightest 
degree that they would have to exercise 
that power to the full. They were not 
working to make dividends ; they were 
simply working on the principle that they 
required £3,000,000 a year to carry on 
the water arrangements of London. That 
money must be collected in some form or 
other, and he believed that the scheme he 
was now supporting did it in a just way. 
The whole tendency of the passing of the 
Water Works Clauses Act had taken 
this form. Parliament had not given 
any new powers to any statutory com- 
pany without safeguarding the poorer 
portion of the people inside the area 
over which the powers were given. 
They were asking for less powers than 
most provincial towns possessed, and 
they were asking power to charge a less 
rate than was charged in provincial towns. 
The London County Council had very 
properly lodged objections based upon 
arguments which deserved the fullest 
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consideration, but they did not attack the 


principle of the Bill. As to the borough 
councils, as far as he knew, there would 
be no one there that night who would 
say a word on their behalf against the 
proposal. Those boroughs adversely 
affected would have opportunity to put 
forward their objections in the committee 
room. What did the City do? He 
found there were objections in the names 
of the Member for Rochester and the 
Member for Sussex; and he found in 
The Times newspaper a statement which 
apparently represented the combined 
wisdom of the hon. Baronet and the 
right hon. Baronet. What did they say ? 
That in Liverpool, under certain con- 
ditions, there was a charge by meter, but 
The ‘imes, or its informant, avoided 
stating that in Liverpool they charged a 
sixpenny rate on property all over the area 
to make good their water revenue. If 
they allowed him, on behalf of his Board, 
to charge a public rate over the City of 
London, very likely he would be putting 
forward a different tale about the supply 
of water. What did these gentlemen 
fear? They had not increased the rate 
in the last three or four years ; and the 
House had not been told that the Board 
allowed 30 per cent. off every assessment 
in the city if it was over £300 a year. 
That was a fact which he would have 
liked the hon. Baronet the Member for 
the City of London to mention. 


Sir F. BANBURY: Are you going to 
do it in future ? 


*Mr. BARNARD said they had not 
put anything in the Bill which showed a 
desire to take away any concessions 
which they were giving; further than 
that, the scheme was calculated upon 
what they were now charging in the 
City, and he had every reason to 
suppose that in future they would con- 
tinue to do the same. The Member for 
Middlesex had said that a great many 
people were thinking of sinking wells in 
the City. Let them do so if they had 
that privilege, but why should they 
come to that House and object to the 
Board’s continuing a custom for which 
they had been called upon to pay very 
heavily in the past. It must be re- 
membered that they had had to pay the 
| water companies a huge sum of money, 
/based upon the income they were then 
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earning, and when they had paid that | 
money they were confronted by those | 


who said that they should not have the 
income for which they had paid. Now | 
he came to the very important question | 
of the tire brigade. The hon. Baronet had 
told them that the City was described as | 
the fire danger zone of London, and the 


Water Board were obiiged to , provide | 
water, without any charge, to guard the 
City in the event of tire. The mains | 


had to be kept fully charged at very 
heavy expense. If the Board were to 
lose their income from the City, where 
were they to get it from! In 1884 the 
City promoted sill in which they 
deliberately asked that they should be 
allowed to take water by meter. 
Bill was defeated, and in a memorable 
speech Lord 
they were seeking to 
companies, and that if they 
socialistic ideas they would be making 
a rope for their own neck. The Bill was 
thrown out. The City of London and 
its Members were again divided that 
night. The present junior Member for 
the City was the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion on the occasion to which he referred 
and voted in a direction opposed to 
that in which the senior Member for 
the Citv had just spoken. He came 
to the last point, that relating to the 
trade supply, which had been referred to 
by the hon. Member for Middlesex as a 
very dreadful thing. The Water Board 
simply regarded themselves as trustees, 
and that they were not entitled to give 
up any of the rights which apparently 
they possessed. Neither the mover nor 


raid the water 


the seconder of the Amendment had given | 


a clear description of the position as to 
the trade supply to-day. The Southwark 
and Vauxhall Company as late as 1884 
had an Act of Parliament, in which they 
put distinctly that they were not to give 
a trade supply unless the domestic supply 
had been first satistied. In other words, 
they simply asked that if there should be 
a shortage of water, human beings should 
have the first drink. That was the 
principle he found in the legislation 
affecting water throughout the country, 
In the present Bill they had copied the 
model clauses, and if the Committee had 


anything to say as to that the reply was | 


‘that the Board had simply followed the 
ordinary custom in the proposition they 
were putting forward. 
model Bill of 1906 v 


Mr. Barnard. 


yas absolutely the one, 
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That | 
Randolph Churchill said | 


tried these | 


Clause 23 of the | 
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together with another, which they had 
adopted in this Bill, and in doing so he 
| believed they were conforming to the 
ordinary custom and rules. Four of the 
companies were under no obligation to 
give a trade supply at all. The right 
hon. Baronet talked about injuring trade, 
| but he could not have acquainted himself 
fully with the Acts of Parliament, which 
in four cases showed that they were 
not under any obligation to provide a 
trade supply and in three other 
they were only obliged to do it under 
certain restrictions. All they did by this 
Bill was to bring the matter to a general 
level. For those reasons he hoped the 
House would allow the Bill to be read 
a second time. 
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*THE PRESIDENT oF THE “Ore 
'GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. JoHn 
BuRNs, Battersea) said the hon. Momsber 
| for the City of London, with some force 
and considerable ingenuity, had advanced 
| certain claims for the constituency which 
he represented. It passed through his 
mind while he was speaking how much 
more ably and ingeniously the hon. 
Baronet would have been able to advance 
arguments for the other constituency 
which he used to represent in the House. 
The hon. Member for Uxbridge to 
some extent had proved a case for this 
Bill’s going to a Committee. He had 
pointed out that certain trade interests 
ought to be delicately handled, and he 
had stated that if a water supply was 
denied to them at too short a notice 
they might sustain in many cases 
‘irremediable damage. Surely differential 
treatment of that kind should not 
discussed on the Second Reading of a Bill. 
On behalf of the Local Government 
Board he had risen to say that the Water 
Board came to the House of Commons in 
discharge of a statutory obligation which 
was placed upon them by Parliament 
three or four years ago. A clause in the 
Water Act introduced by the last 
Government specifically laid it wpon the 
Water Board that they should not until 
otherwise authorised by Parliament reduce 
the water rate below what it was in June, 
1902, unless they were satisfied that such 
a reduction would not cause a deficiency 
in the Water Board funds; but at 
ithe same time the Water Board 
'were compelled to promote a Bill to 
secure a uniform scale of charges. 
Parliament would be stultifying itself if 


he 
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it did not give the Water Board the | 
proper opportunity to prove that the 
scale proposed was the best method of 
dealing with the water rates of the 
metropolis. Parliament clearly intended 
that there should be a uniform scale 
of charges, and therefore this Bill ought 
to be read a second time and_ the 
technical matters which had been re- 
ferred to should be left to the lawyers 
who would represent the City when 
the measure came before the Com- 
mittee. If the City of London had 
a good case the House might rely 
upon the Committee to differentiate be- 
tween general statements made in this 
House and that kind of information 
obtained by cross-questioning which pro- 
duced the real facts, and which was 
necessary in this particular type of case. 
Therefore he asked the House to pass 
the Second Reading and allow the Bill 
to go upstairs. If the hon. Member 
for Uxbridge could prove to the Com- 
mittee that market gardeners would 
be liable to be treated in the way he had 
referred to he was convinced that the 
hon. Member’s constituency would get 
that protection which he desired from a 
Committee of the House of Commons. 
In due course the Local Government 
Board would present a Report to the 
Committee in the usual way. In con- 
clusion he wished to say that the Water 
Board, under great difficulties, had done 
their best to discharge the huge task laid 
upon them by Parliament, and the proper 
tribunal to decide the points in dispute 
was a Committee of this House. 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY (Sheffield, 
Hallam) wished to give one or two 
reasons why they could not abandon 
their position in regard to this Bill. 
There were certain things which required 
no evidence to establish them and in 
regard to which no cross-examination was 
necessary. One of those things was a case 
where a local authority or a company 
came to Parliament with a private Bill 
and, under cover of discharging a Parlia- 
mentary obligation, indulged in the 
luxury of proposing highly adventurous 
legislative experiments altogether differ- 
ent from their legal obligations. The Water 
Board was under an obligation to effect 
the equalisation of charges over their area, 
but for that purpose it was not necessary 


to say that the owners should pay rates | 


instead of the occupiers. In many cases 
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the owners were prevented by statute 
from making any change in the rent 
which should accompany an obligation to 
pay the water rate. It was not equalisa- 
tion to say that a railway station should 
pay water rates upon its full rateable 
value when the amount of water consume 
was totally out of proportion to the rate- 
able value ; it was not producing equality 
to say that a local authority in respect ci 
water required for sewer flushing and 
road watering should pay a reasonable 
rate, whilst all other consumers might 
have demanded from them a rent whicl: 
would not be reasonable. ‘The same 
applied to the objectionable power to 
refuse a water supply for trade purposes 
altogether. All those matters were 
foreign to equalisation, and it was 
monstrous that any person should be 
compelled to go to the expense of 
appearing before the Committee up- 
stairs fighting this great authority. He 
did not see why traders should be put to 
all that expense because this local 
authority chose to masquerade behind a 
pretended Parliamentary obligation for 
the purpose of conducting experiments 
which on the face.of them were totally 
unjust and unreasonable, 


*Mr. ERNEST H. LAMB (Rochester) 
said the only argument which had been 
made in regard to this measure was that 
it had been brought in because of a 
statutory obligation, but surely that did 
not compel the Metropolitan Water Board 
to bring in a Bill which was so unjust as 
this measure. He was rather surprised 
at the language used by the hon. 
Member for Kidderminster. He might 
say that he was not ashamed of being 
a Member for the City of London 
Corporation. He was glad that this was 
not a Party question. The hon. Member 
for Kidderminster asked why they 
opposed this measure when large com- 
panies and trading concerns had _ the 
option of sinking wells. If they did that 
and secured their own water supply they 
would compel the Water Board to fall 
back upon Clause 15 of the Act of 
1902 which gave them power to levy 


'a general rate for any deficiency and 


that would fall heavily upon the very 
people whom the hon. Member for 
Kidderminster was so anxious to protect. 
Again the hon. Member opposite had laid 
stress upon the fact that the 5 per cent. 
charge provided for in the Bill was a 
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maximum charge, and would not neces- 
sarily be enforced by the Water Board, 
but, unfortunately, for his argument the 
financial basis of the Bill was that the 
Board under it should obtain approxi- 
mately their present income. As a 
matter of fact, the proposals of the Bill 
were estimated to produce over £20,000 
less than the Board's present income, and 
therefore they would be bound to levy 
the maximum 5 per cent. which had 
been referred to. He could not conceive 
anything more unjust than some of the 
provisions contained in the Bill, because 
it meant that one part of London was to 
be penalised at the expense of the other 
part. He thought a case had been made 
vut for the rejection of the Bill. What 
would be the consequences if the advice 
of the right hon. Gentleman the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board 
were taken and the Bill sent up to a 
Committee ? It should not be forgotten 
that the London County Council, the 
City of London Corporation and other 
public authorities had petitioned against 
the Bill. Why should they allow 
thousands of pounds of public money to 
be spent in opposing a Bill which they 
honestly believed to be unjust as a whole ? 
He hoped they would have the courage 
of their convictions, throw out the Bill 
on the Second Reading, and thus save 
the expense of opposing the same in 
Committee. 


*Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.) said he held an impartial position 
in regard to this measure. ‘l'o reduce ail 
the water rates in London to the level 
of the lowest would involve a loss of 
£250,000 a year. Hon. Gentlemen oppo- 
site professed to be anxious that the 
rates should not be raised, but it was 
owing to their own action in recent 
years in opposing various Bills brought 
forward from time to time by the 
London County Council that the rate- 
payers had had to pay many millions 
more than they would have had to pay 
if the Bills had been passed. It was 
hardly doing justice to call this a City 
case, because the grievance was by no 
means confined to the City. The occu- 
piers of large business premises, such as 
warehouses, were undoubtedly alarmed 
by the propesals of the Water Board, 
for while they were paying at the rate 
of 2 per cent. the Board took power 
to charge at the rate of 5 per cent. 


Mr, Ernest H. Lamb. 


{COMMONS} 
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There was no security that they would not 
charge what Parliament had authorised 
them to charge. Property of that kind, 
therefore, was entitled to some pro- 
tection, some such protection as was 
given in the Acts of many of the large 
provincial towns. He could mention a 
dozen cases throughout the country 
where Water Acts provided such pro- 
tection. The Metropolitan Water Board 
went so far as to say that it was im- 
possible in practice to frame a_ scale 
which would be applicable to all cases, 
He knew the difficulties, but he submitted 
that they were not impracticable. He 
thought, therefore, the hon. Gentlemen 
who had spoken had been well advised 
in putting their opinions before the 
House. The Bill affected not only the 
interests of London, but also of districts 
outside of London, and the proposal to 
make rateable value the basis and charge 
throughout the water area was untfavour- 
able to London. Owing to the peculiar 
constitution of the Board the interests 
of London were not adequately pro- 
tected. The London County Council 
had only fourteen representatives out of 
sixty-six. While joining in many of 
the objections to the bill, he thougit 
that the Board was entitled to ask that 
the House should send the measure to 
a Select Committee. The Board was 
only carrying out a statutory obligation, 
and all interests would, therefore, have 
the opportunity to fight out the details of 
the case before the Committee. 


*Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing) said 
they all recognised the moderate tone 
of the last two speeches. He, however, 
differed from the last speaker in his 
statement that the ratepayers had had 
to pay more for the acquisition of the 
Water Companies by reason of Members 
on the present Opposition side of the 
House having opposed County Council 
Bills! The opposition to those Bills was 
due to the inherent defects in the pro- 
posals of the county council — schemes 
which were wild and  unworkable- 
besides involving the giving of powers 
to the county councils which it was not 
desirable they should possess. The 
Radical Party were the cause of London 
ratepayers having to pay some £1 1,000,000 
or £12,000,000 more for the undertakings 
of the Water Companies by reason of 
their opposition to the proposals of the 
late Lord Beaconsfield, who had so dealt 
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with the question as to have made it 
possible for the undertakings to be pur- 
chased for some £33,000,000. On behalf 
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of the district which he represented | 


he entered an emphatic protest against 


people being put to the cost of appearing | 


before a Committee upstairs, and oppos- 


ing by counsel and witnesses a Bill which | 


had been framed to carry out what was | 
| Goschen, brought in a Bill which settled 


described as a statutory obligation. He 
represented the Ealing Division in part 
of which, viz., South Acton, almost 
the only industry was the washing of 
clothes for the West End of London. 
There were in that area 266 properties 
which were assessed for laundry purposes. 


If this Bill passed the interests of the | 


laundry proprietors would be seriously 


affected, because the water supply would | 
be liable to be cut off without notice or | 


without any adequate notice or means 
being available for an alternative supply. 
Besides the places to which he had 
referred, there were an enormous number 


of laundries carried on in dwelling-houses | 


which had the ordinary water supply. 
Apart from that aspect of the question 
there were upwards of 17,000 houses in 
the Ealing Division whose assessments 
were £80 and under, whose water charges 
would be increased under the Bill. He 
did not think the House should assent 
to a proposal which would be a gigantic 
means of professional employment if the 
bill went upstairs. ‘There was no neces 
sity to pass the Bill in the particular 
form proposed to enable the Water Board 
to carry out the statutory obligation 
imposed by the Act of 1902. 


*Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) said the 
difficulty in connection with sending the 
bill upstairs was the immense expense 
which would be involved, amounting pro- 
bably to thousands of pounds. That 
might suit agents and lawyers, but it did 
not suit the ratepayers. Although the 
\Vater Board was obliged in honour to 
bring forward the Bill with the view of 
carrying out the obligation imposed, 
Parliament was not obliged to accept 
it. Besides the City of London, there 
were other districts which would be 
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injuriously affected by the Bill. The 
City, of course, would be hardest hit. 
He therefore hoped that those who did 
not like the Corporation of the City of 
Lendon would have sume consideration 
for the citizens who had always been 
treated badly in regard to the 
charge for water. As long ago as 
1870, the late Lord Goschen, then Mr. 


the quinquennial valuation and atfected 
the City very much, and he promised a 
committee of the Corporation that the 
City would not be injuriously affected by 
it in regard to water rates. No provi- 
sion, however, was made to protect the 
citizens of London against unfair water 
rates, and for the last twenty or thirty 
years the City of London had heen pay- 
ing between £70,000 and £30,000 for 
water which they had never got at all. 
It was not fair to business men in the 
City that because they were obliged to 
pay high rents for their premises they 


should also be made to pay for water 
'that they did not get. A Bill was 


introduced some years ago to pro- 
vide for a supply of water by meter, but 
it was defeated by the combined ettorts of 
vested interests. That Bill applied not 
to the City alone, but to all London, and 
it the vested interests had been defeated 
the result would have been that the 
water might have been purchased at less 
than one half of the cost; say a 
saving of at least £20,000,000 to the 
people of London. He quite agreed that 
there must be a special rate for water 
at high pressure for fire extinction pur- 
poses ; but it should be remembered that 
the City had spent £40,000 in putting 
down hydrants. He was sorry to op- 
pose the Water Board in any way, but 
as they would not give the citizens an 
undertaking that they would be protected 
from unjust and unfair charges for water, 
there was nothing left for them to do but 
to oppose the Bill now before the House. 


Question put. 
The House divided:—Ayes, 219; 
Noes, 44. (Division List No. 31.) 


AYES. 


\braham, William (Cork, N.E.) | Alden, Percy 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) | 

Acland, Francis Dyke | 
Ainsworth, John Stirling | 


Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Astbury, John Meir 
Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 


Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 


| Barnard, E. B. 
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Barnes, G. N. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bell, Richard 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, SirJ.H (Essex,Romf’rd 

Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 

Boulton, A. C. F. 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Bright, J. A. 

Brocklehurst, W. B. 

Brunner, J.F.L. (Lanes.,Leigh) 

Brunner, RtHnSirJT.(Cheshire 

Bryce, J. Annan 

_ Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burnyeat, W. J. D. 

Cawley, Sir Frederick 

Chance, Frederick William 

Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 

Clancy, John Joseph 

Clarke, C. Goddard 

Clough, William 

Clynes, J. R. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 

Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 

Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cremer, William Randal 

Crombie, John William 

Crosfield, A. H. 

Cullinan, J. 

Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 

Delany, William 

Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, S.) 

Dickinson, W.H (St. Pancras,N. 

Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 

Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness 

Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 

Elibank, Master of 

Emmott, Alfred 

Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 

Farrell, James Patrick 

Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 

Findlay, Alexander 

Flynn, James Christopher 

Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 

Fuller, John Michael F. 

Fullerton, Hugh 

Gardner, Col. Alan (Hereford, 8. 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Glover, Thomas 

Gooch, George Peabody 

Greenwood, Hamar (York) 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 

Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 

Haldane, Rt. Hn. Richard B. 

Halpin, J. 

Hardie, J. Keir (MerthyrTydvil 
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Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harmsworth, R.L(Caithn’ss-sh | 
Hart- Davies, T. 

Harvey, W.E. (Derbyshire,N.E 
Harwood, George 

Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Hooper, A. G. 

Hudson, Walter 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jowett, F. W. 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kekewich, Sir George 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy (Essex,Harwich | 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S. | 
MacVeigh, Charles (Donegal,E. | 
M‘Crae, George 
M‘Kean, John 
M‘Killop, W. 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) | 
Maddison, Frederick 
Manfield, Harry (Northants) | 
Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montgomery, H. G. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
Morrell, Philip 

Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Myer, Horatio 

Nicholls, George 

Nolan, Joseph 

Nussey, Thomas Willans 
O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’ Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O’ Kelly, James(Roscommon,N. 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. | 
O’Shee, James John 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 
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Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Priestley, W.E.B.( Bradford, E.) 
Raphael, Herbert H. 

Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’ 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Rees, J. D. 

Richards, Thomas(W.Monm’th 
Richards, T.F. (Wolverh’mpt’n 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Robertson, SirG.Scott(Bradf’rd 
Robinson, 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 
Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Seaverns, J. H. 

Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hn. T. (Hawick B.) 
Sherwell, Arthur James 


| Shipman, Dr. John G. 


Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim, 8.) 
Soares, Ernest J. 

Stone, Sir Benjxmin 

Strachey, Sir Edward 

Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Summerbell, T. 

Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Tennant,Sir Edward (Salisbury 
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr 
Tillett, Louis John 

Toulmin, George 

Wadsworth, J. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds,S. ) 
Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Ward, W. Dudley(Southampton 
Wardle, George J. 

Wason, John Cathcart (Orkney 
Watt, H. Anderson 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 

White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Wiles, Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williamson, A. 

Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, W. 'T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wodehouse, Lord 


| Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. 
Pease. 


JA. 
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NOES. 


Acland-Hood, RtHn.SirAlex. F | 
Balcarres, Lord 

Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Beach, Hn.Michael HughHicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 

Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred | 
Cave, George | 
Cavendish, Rt. Hn. Victor C.W. | 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) | 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 


Fell, Arthur 
Fletcher, J. 8. 
Hamilton, Marqt 


Hills, J. W. 

Hyde, Clarendon 
Lane-Fox, G. R. 
M‘Micking, Majo 
Mason, James F. 
Meysey-Thomps« 
Morton, Alpheus 
Nicholson, Wm.¢ 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and committed. 


SUPPLY (ARMY ESTIMATES). 
Postponed Proceeding on Question, | 
“That a sum, not exceeding £9,835,000, | 
be granted to His Majesty, to defray the | 
charge for the pay, etc., of His Majesty’s | 
Army (including Army Reserve) at home 
and abroad (exclusive of India), which 
will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 31st day of March, | 
1908,” resumed. 


Question again proposed, 


Mr. J. WARD, continuing _ his 
speech, thought those Members of the 
House who, like himself, were in 
favour of considerable reduction of Army 
expenditure ought to offer fair criticism 
upon the present proposals and point out | 
what weak spots there might be, no matter | 
what their views were about peace | 
and war. He did not suppose that there | 
was anybody in the House who did | 
not consider war a hideous method of | 
settling international disputes. They | 
would all like some other method of 
settling matters, but at present they were | 
not in that position, and therefore he | 
thought that the proposed policy should | 
he carefully considered. He wanted to | 
he very certain first of all that we should | 
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from that from 
which they had up to now been dealt 
with. The position of the common sol- 
dier under the new organisation had not 
been stated to the Committee. If none of 
the grievances of which he complained 
were to be removed, mere expressions of 
sympathy were of no importance to the 
rank and file. They were like so much 
thin smoke. The Secretary of State had 
told them that there was a great shortage 
of officers required for present service, 
and he thought the right hon. Gentle- 
man said that when his present scheme 
was introduced there would be a leeway 
of 10,000 officers to be made up 
in some way or another. The right 
hon. Gentleman had forgotten one 
important source from which he could 
obtain ofticers for a national democratic 
Army. He had thought of the public 
schools, the universities, and everything 
except the non-commissioned ofticers—the 
men who had already shown the necessary 
ability in the Army to become non-commis- 
sioned ofticers. The quality of recruits 
that would be got depended upon the 
opportunities offered to those recruits. 
He himself had been through a campaign 
as one of the rank and file, and he knew 
the opinions of the best of the rank and 
file and the best of the non-commissioned 
officers he had come across. If we were 
to have a successful national Army there 
must be opportunities given to the rank 
and file to obtain commissions. In the 


maintain the voluntary principle under | French army, he believed, a definite 
the new scheme for a new territorial | percentage of appointments were set 





Army. 
picion that it was intended to be used as 
a lever for compulsory service or would 
make compulsory service easier, it would 
receive his unstinted hostility. He wished 
to allude to one or two matters from a 


If he had the slightest sus- | 


aside for those who had passed through 
|the ranks. Those who were qualified 
jought to be given the opportunity of 
| rising. It would solve the officer pro- 
'blem, do away with much snobbishness 
in the Army, and attract the best class of 
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men—men with foresight and ability. 
They would never escape the snobbery 
of the Army until the men who started 
at the bottom of the ladder were given the 
opportunity of reaching the top. A 
definite percentage of commissions should 
he set aside for men who showed the 
ability to obtain them, and an oppor- 
tunity should be given at the depots for 
men who had become ofticers to educate 
themselves. If that were done many of 
the problems would be solved. 


{COMMONS} 





That | 


was his suggestion as one who had been | 
through the mill, and he offered it to the | 


Committee for what it was worth. 


*Mr. HICKS BEACH (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury) said that from the speech 
of the hon. Member for Salford one 
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the disappearance of that old constitu- 
tional force of the country, and ina small 
degree voiced their approval of the 
services it had rendered in the past, 
But the Militia forces would be much 
more grateful to the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Leader of the Opposition for 
his appreciation that afternoon of the 
services which they had _ performed 
in past years. Before the Government 
proposed to do away with an old con- 
stitutional force of that kind they ought 
to make every possible attempt to keep 
it under its present name, even if it was 


| necessary to reorganise it in some degree, 
| For no one could forget the services the 


could appreciate the difficulties in which 
the right hon. Gentleman was placed. | 


He had to try and please two sets | 


of people, one section of the House | 


which desired to have no Army at all, or 


an Army as small as it could possibly be | 


made, and the other which desired to 
have an Army sufficiently strong to per- 


form the duty that fell upon it in the | 


The 


exigencies of our great Empire. 


desire of the Committee was to remove | 
this discussion as much as possible from | 
the arena of Party politics, and so far as | 


he was concerned he could only express his 
regret that the Secretary of State had not 
taken the Committee a little further into 
his confidence. He would have liked the 
right hon. Gentleman to have 


told | 


them what were the exact proposals of | 


his military advisers at the War Office, 
and what were the particular restrictions 


that he had_ placed upon those pro- | 


posals, 
the right hon. Gentleman’s 
suggestion that the standing Army should 
he reduced by 16,000 men. The right 
hon. Gentleman ought to have stated 
the particular reasons which guided the 


Army Council and himself in arriving | 


at the decision to reduce the Army 
when. only a few years ago it was con- 
sidered essential that larger numbers 
should be maintained to preserve the 
interests and the prestige of the Empire 
throughout the world. Asa Militia ofticer 
he could not but express his regret at the 
proposal to do away with that force. 
Both the right hon. Gentleman and the 
hon. Gentleman the Under-Secretary for 
the Colonies had expressed their regret at 


Mr. J. Ward. 


They were unable to reconcile | 
statement | 
that this was a soldiers’ proposal with the | 





Militia rendered during the South 
African war, when it not only took the 
place of the line battalions in garrison- 
ing the towns in this country, Scotland 
and Ireland, but numerous battalions 
rendered valuable service on the lines of 
communication in South Africa, at 
Mediterranean stations like Malta, and 
in looking after Boer prisoners in islands 
like St. Helena and Ceylon. Every 
Militiaman admitted that the force was 
not in a satisfactory condition at the 
present moment, and they had only to 
refer to the figures which the right hon. 
Gentleman had given to the House on 
Monday last. At the present moment 
they were 37,900 men under strength, and 
the officers were 1,000 short. Besides, out 
of 130 battalions, forty-six battalions were 
500 under strength. Would it not be 
better to try and reorganise the force, and 
make it as efficient as possible as a 
fighting force? The unfortunate part 
about the Militia was that the force had 
always been drained for the purpose of the 
standing Army. The Militia, the right 
hon. Gentleman had told them, furnished 
about 12,000 recruits a year for the line, 
which could not be got without the 
Militia. The Under-Secretary for the 
Colonies had stated that it had been 
asserted that the number of recruits 
required for the Army a few years 
ago was something over 40,000 a 
year, and that the number now 
required was only 22,000. As_ the 
Militia alone furnished 12,000, he would 
suggest to the right hon. Gentleman 
whether it would not be better to dis- 
pense altogether with the recruits got 
from the Militia for the line, and to 
keep the Militia a unit of its own. 
There were various ways in which the 


| Militia could be reorganised and made 
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an efficient force, and perhaps it could be | 
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*Mr. HICKS BEACH said that made 
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maintained on a cheaper basis than at the | twenty-one days (the Militia had now 


resent moment. 
the Militia was that there were too many 


units, and these units had only a small | | 
In his own county of | 
Gloucester there were two battalions of | 


number of men. 


Militia, both under strength, one having 
about 500 men instead of 600; and the 
other battalion was lamentably deficient 
in strength. Would it not be an ad- 
yantageous and economical method to 
make the two battalions into one, and | 
thus save half the staff? Then there | 
was the question of training the recruits. 
The right hon. Gentleman ‘had tried the 
experiment of training recruits in the | 
winter months, and it had been very 
successful. He could refer to another 
fresh experiment, that of training the 
recruits at the battalion depot. 
had met with very great success, and he 
could only say in regard to his own 
hattalion that it had had a very good 
effect, and they had obtained far more 
recruits than for many years past. Then 
there was the question of the supply of 
oticers. He would have thought that 
it might be possible to make it a 
condition on officers of the Line passing 
into the Reserve that they should train 
with the Militia for a few years, a plan 
which would be of great advantage to 
that force. In regard to training, a month 
was not sufficient, because a great part of 
it was taken up with musketry drill. He 
suggested that it might be possible to 
give the men the musketry practice at 
some time outside the month set apart 
for training. He thought that might. be 
accomplished with local aid, if the War 
Office would give an additional grant for 
rifle ranges. Under the present scheme 
the Militia was to disappear, and in its 
place they were to have this special con- 
tingent, which apparently was to serve 
two purposes. One portion was to provide 
drafts for the Regular Army when war 
broke out, and another portion was to go 
into the territorial Army, and apparently 


to go out when the territorial Army was | 


embodied and put into training for six 
months. In the first case they were 
only to be ealled upon for fifteen days 
training in the year, six of which would be | 
for musketry, leaving only nine days. 


Mr. HALDANE 
days in addition. 


That | 


To his mind the fault of | twenty-eight), including two Sundays, two 


days for entering and Jeaving camp, and 
one day for inspection. That did not 
leave very much time for training, and he 
failed to see that this force would be a bit 
better trained than the existing Militia. 
If they had a large number of soldiers 
only seventeen years of age with six 
months’ training they would not be fit to 
| take the place of the Regular Army in 
foreign countries for a period of two or 
‘three years. There were to be seventy- 
| four battalions of these men, 500 
strong, and that was a very small 
force from which to supply drafts for 
bevw Line in time of war. They 
had been told that 12,000 recruits came 
\from the Militia into the “Line. He 
would like to know what was going to 
happen in future if the Militiamen who 
in the past had gone into the Line were 
going to be used to form the special con- 
tingents at the depots? Where was the 
right hon. Gentleman going to get his 
12,000 recruits? As to the Territorial 
Army he only hoped the right hon. 
Gentleman would be — successful in 
obtaining it. Unfortunately there was 
a certain amount of jealousy between 
the different branches of the Auxiliary 
Forces. The Yeomanry looked down 
upon the Militia as an inferior class, the 
Militia looked down upon the Volunteers, 
and some Volunteers looked down upon 
the Militia. If the right hon. Gentleman 
could get them to work together he 
would congratulate him, but he had 
doubts on the matter. At the present 
moment they had a serious grievance 
against Ireland, because the Irish Militia 
were going to be allowed to remain as 
they were before, the reason being that 
there were no Volunteers in lreland. 
The fortunate Irish Militia were to be 
enrolled to go abroad, and they were 





to be embodied in their unit and 
kept as Militia. He only wished the 
right hon. Gentleman would do the 





| Same. thing for the English Militia. 
A Militia trained under its own officers 
was a far more efficient fighting force 
than the special contingents trained under 
officers whom the recruits would never 

| see in time of war. But if it was the 

| final will of the country that the Militia 


There will be six | were to be abolished he believed they 


were sufficiently patriotic to give up all 
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their old traditions which they valued 
so much and pass into the special 
contingents of the territorial Army. No 
satisfactory answer, though, had yet been 
given to the question when the territorial 
Army were to be called out for six 
months training. Were they to be 
called out on the outbreak of war, or only 
when there was a real national emergency, 
and a danger of these islands being 
invaded? If the former, he very much 
doubted if men would join in anything 
like the numbers that the Volunteers 
were enrolled at the present day. 
The hon. Member for Merthyr had 
criticised severely some of the right 
hon. Gentleman’s proposals, and had 
prophesied that the influence of trade 
unions would be used against them. He 
was sorry to hear that, because if the 
territorial Army was to be real it must be 
brought about by the co-operation of the 
employers and the representatives of the 
workmen. ‘The hon. Member for Stoke 
had complained that the private soldier 
had no opportunity of rising to a high 
rank in his profession but he would point 
out that the real obstacle to this was 
the inadequacy of an officer's pay ; and 
he would like to have the co-operation 
of the hon. Member and his colleagues 
in asking the Secretary of State 
for War to increase the pensions of 
quartermasters in the Army. If they 
served ten years they were entitled to a 
pension of £200 and the honorary rank 
of captain, but if they served another ten 
or twelve years and got the rank of 


major, they retired on the same 
pension. He thought it was important 
that a man who had risen from the 


ranks should not be treated in this way. 
A man who had risen by his own work 
and devotion to duty, should, he thought, 
get a little more consideration than an- 
other who had not served for so long a 
period. The hon. Member for Merthyr 
Tydvil had complained very much that a 
considerable amount of favouritism was 
shown in regard to the getting of em- 
ployment for men who had served in the 
Army and Navy. He did not share the 
views of the hon. Member. He thought 
that men who had served their country 


Mr. Hicks Beach. 


{COMMONS} 
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and risked their lives in the Army or 
Navy had a greater demand on the 
kindness of their fellow citizens and ought 
to have a certain advantage in obtaining 
employment over those who had not 
risked their skin in the service of the 
country. If they did not encourage the 
private soldier by holding out to him some 
chance of getting civil employment when 
he left the Army, they would be bound 
in the end to come to that method of mili- 
tary service which hon. Members below 
the gangway abhorred so much, namely, 
conscription. He regarded the territor ial 
Army scheme as the last gasp of volun- 
tary service. If the scheme could not 
be carried out the country must come in 
afew years time to the Militia ballot or 
compulsory service. 


*Mr. LANE-FOX (Yorkshire, W.R., 


Barkston Ash) wished to dissociate 
himself very strongly from the 


remarks which had fallen from the hon. 
Member for Merthyr Tydvil, and more 
particularly the remarks in regard to the 
employment of old soldiers. He was 
glad that the hon. Member for Stoke 
took a different line, and he thought it 
was one with which the House would 
sympathise. As to the reason why only 
rich men could hope to rise in the Army, 
he would say that the state of things 
complained of was likely to 
so long as the country 
officers being men of 
the country was prepared to pay and 
when hon. Members ceased to talk so 
much about economy and thought more 
of what was right and fair to pay for 
service to the State, there would be a 
better chance for all classes to rise in the 
Army. He congratulated Mr. Haldane 
upon having abandoned the idea of the 
territorial Army being controlled by 
sanitary, gas, and water experts. Ap- 
parently they were now to have it 
managed by those in the county who 
were military experts and took an 
interest in military affairs. He thought 
they would have an easy task; at any 
rate he could assure the right hon. Gentle- 
man that in his part of the country he 
would receive the cordial co-operation of 
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all classes. He wished, however, to deal 
more particularly with the Yeomanry. 
The Secretary of State for War had said 
ina light and airy way that they were 
not going to cut down the Yeomanry, 
but how did that statement compare with 


the memorandum he had issued? That 
memorandum materially altered the 
conditions of the Yeoman’s service. The 


right hon. Gentleman was taking the one 
force which was up to strength and 
admittedly efficient and trying to put it 
into the position of other branches of the 
service which were notoriously inefficient, 
and where there had been considerable 
difficulty in maintaining full strength. 
They might say that 5s. 6d. a day was 
too much to pay, but for hundreds of 
years the Yeoman received 7s. per day. 
In 1901 when the conditions were altered 
ls, 6d. was taken as the cost of keeping 
a horse, and that was deducted. When, 
however, they considered that the 5s. 6d. 
per day did not represent clear pay, but 
certain amounts for food, equipment, and 
clothing, he thought they must agree that 
it was not an extravagant sum. Was it 
worth while risking the great ill-feeling 
which must undoubtedly be caused by 
the proposed altered conditions? The 
Yeoman would be distinctly worse off, 
and the force must suffer as the result of 
that cheese-paring policy. The right hon. 
Gentleman asked them to make sacrifices. 
The Yeomanry were prepared to make 
sacrifices and to rough it for their country, 
but they were not prepared to make 
sacrifices in order to prove what a great 
economist the right hon. Gentleman was or 
to redeem the election pledges of his Party. 
He did not think that the right hon. 
Gentleman would find, if he appealed 
to them in that way, as much support as 
he would if he appealed to them boldly 
to give up something for the sake of the 
country. He thought it was only fair 
that they should have an answer from 
the right hon. Gentleman as to what 
allowances for food, clothing, and equip- 
ment were to be continued. The question 
of allowances for horses had _ been 
already dealt with. Personally he 
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thought that the £5 should be paid 
o the commanding officer instead 
of to individual men, for in many cases 
the money was wasted. If the money 
were paid to the commanding officer, a 
better class of horses would be obtained. 
The right hon. Gentleman had told the 
House that this was a soldiers’ Budget, 
hut he would like to echo the very true 
remarks of the right hon. Baronet the 
Member for the Forest of Dean, when he 
said that the soldiers had never shown 
themselves capable of dealing with the 
Auxiliary forces. He earnestly hoped that 
the right hon. Gentleman would not be too 
strongly guided by the opinion of the 
soldiers. He hada strong feeling that the 
alterations proposed to be made in respect 
of the Yeomanry were not justified, and he 
hoped that on re-consideration the right 
hon. Gentleman would considerably 
modify them. 


ct 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he under- 
stood the Government were prepared to 
assent to an arrangement by which the 
Bill which practically embodied the 
scheme of the Secretary of State for War 
would be taken as the First Order on 
Monday, and on which, of course, the 
discussion could be continued. In these 
circumstances he hoped his hon. friends 
would raise no objection to the Vote 
heing taken before the House adjourned. 


*Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Slea- 
ford), called attention to the system of 
courts-martial. He suggested that the 
private soldier should be treated in the 
same way as the officer was treated, 
When an officer was court-martialled, he 
was tried by his fellow commissioned 
officers, and when a private was court- 
martialled the court ought to be con- 
stituted of private soldiers. The prisoner 
would then receive more sympathetic 
treatment, and the sentences passed 
would not be so frightfully cruel as those 
frequently passed now by a court of 
oflicers judging a private who had com- 
mitted some trifling breach of rules. He 
wished to associate himself entirely with 
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the remarks of the hon. Member for 
Salford, and the hon. Member for Stoke, 
and the hon. Member for Merthyr 
Tydvil, especially with regard to the 
opportunities for a private to rise from 
the ranks to the highest offices. He 
considered that every officer ought to 
pass through the ranks. In that way, 
and in that way only, would an ofticer 
learn thoroughly the work of a private 
soldier. Such knowledge was of the 
utmost importance. If that rule were 
made, then there would be plenty of 
young men of the best quality applying 
for enlistment, and there would be a 
plentiful supply of officers. It had been 


suggested that in order to get sufficient | 


officers from the ranks it would be neces- 
sary to raise the pay of officers, so that 
an officer could live upon his pay. 
men of the working classes could live 
very well upon the pay of an officer, so 
that it would be quite unnecessary to 
raise the pay. He also wished to call 
attention to the difficulty of getting rifie 
ranges. These were now often a long 
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absolute proof that vaccination was useless 
to protect the men against small pox. 
He trusted that on this subject the right 
| hon. Gentleman the Minister for War, 
| who had shown on so many subjects en- 
lightment and a desire to bring the Army 
/up to date, would not continue an 
| eighteenth century nostrum which was 
founded on fraud and continued in folly, 





| but would rise to the height of 
|the occasion and put an end for 
‘ever to this injurious _ barbarism. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Resolutions to be 


| Monday next. 


reported upon 


Committee to sit again upon Monday 
“next. 


But | 


POST OFFICE SERVANTS. 
Ordered, That a Select Committee of 
Nine Members be appsinted to inquire 
into the wages and position of the 
principal classes of Post Office Servants, 
and also of the unestablished sub-post- 
masters. 


way from the town where the volunteers | 


resided. There was some regulation 
with regard to shooting across a public 
road, but in the country there were 
many public roads where the traflic was 
very slight, and across which shoot- 
ing might take place without danger, 
if ordinary precautions were used. He 
next called attention to the system of 
compulsory vaccination, which caused 
great hardship to recruits. Fine promis- 
ing young men were sometimes killed by 
it. There were two instances of that last 
November. In any case, when a soldier 
had been vaccinated he should be in- 
valided until his arm was well. It had 
heen proved by a medical man of the 
Metropolitan Asylums Board that on the 


average a man should be invalided for a | 


week after vaccination before he was fit 
for The Report of the 
Royal on Vaccination, 


manual labour. 
Commission 


recorded that 3,953 soldiers were attacked | 


and 391 of them died from 
Those soldiers were all 
That was an 


with small pox 

that disease. 

carefully vaccinated. 
Mr. Lupton. 


To examine, so far as may be necessary 
for the purpose of their Report, the 
conditions of employment of these classes. 


To report whether, having regard to 
the conditions and prospects of their 
employment, and, as far as may be, to 
the standard rate of the 
position of other classes of workers, the 
remuneration they receive is adequate or 
otherwise. 


Mr. Barker, Mr. Frank Edwards, Mr. 
Claude Hay, Sir Clement Hill, Mr. Hob- 
house, Mr. Meehan, Mr. Sutherland, Mr. 
John Ward, and Mr. Wardle were 

| nominated Members of the Select Com- 
mittee. 


| Ordered, That the Committee have 
power to send for persons, papers, and 
| records. 


wages and 


Ordered, That Four be the quorum. 
| (Mr, Sydney Buxton.) 


| Adjourned at one minute? after 
Eleven o'clock. 
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361 Returns, 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, 1st Murch, 1906. 


The House met at Twelve of the 


Clock. 


NEW WRIT. 


For the Borough of Halifax, in the 
room of John Henry Whitley, esquire, 
one of the Commissioners for executing 
the office of Treasurer of the Exchequer 
of Great Britain and Lord High Treasurer 
of Ireland. —(Mr. Whiteley.) 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 
PRIVATE BILLS [Lorps]. 

Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table 
Report from the Examiners of Petitions 
for Private Bills, That, in respect of the 
Bills comprised in the List reported by 
the Chairman of Ways and Means as 
intended to originate in the House of 
Lords, they have certified that the 
Standing Orders have been complied 
with in the following case, viz., Middles- 
brough, Stockton-on-Tees, and Thornaby 
Tramways. 

PETITIONS. 
EDUCATION (PROVISION OF MEALS) 
(SCOTLAND) BILL. 

Petition from. Glasgow, in favour ; to 

lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
EMIGRATION STATISTICS (IRELAND) 
Copy presented, of Emigration Statis- 
ties of Ireland for the year 1906 [by 
Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


MOTOR CAR ACTS. 

Copy presented, of Regulations made 
by the Local Government Board under 
the Motor Car Acts: I. Borough of Hast 
Retford; If. Borough of Guildford ; 
(II. Borough of Harrogate ; IV. County 
of Westmorland; V. County of West 
Suffolk (Newmarket) [by Act]; to lie 
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MOTOR CAR ACTS. 

Copy presented, of Order of the Local 
Government Board, amending The Motor 
Car (Registration and Licensing) Order, 
1903, relating to the County of London 
{by Act]; to le upon Table. 


MOTOR CAR ACTS. 

Copy presented, of (General Order 
entitled The Heavy Motor Car (Amend- 
ment) Order, 1907 {by Act]; to lie upon 
the Table. 


PUBLIC OFFICES (ACQUISITION OF 
SITE) ACT, 1595, SESSION 2; PUBLIC 
OFFICES (WESTMINSTER) SITE ACT, 
1896; PUBLIC OFFICES (WHITE- 
HALL) SITE ACT, 1897; PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS EXPENSES ACT, 1898; 
AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS EXPENSES 
ACT, 1903. 

Account presented, showing the 
moneys issued out of the Consolidated 
Fund, the moneys borrowed and _ the 
securities created in respect thereof, the 
disposals of moneys issued to the 
National Debt Commissioners for tem- 
porary investment, and the expenditure, 
under the provisions of the Acts to the 
3lst March, 1906; together with the 
Report of the Comptroller and Auditor 
General thereon [by Act]; to lie upon 
the Table and to be printed. [No. 61.] 


ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION. 
Copy presented, of Fifty-ninth Report 
from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for 
England, with an Appendix [by Com- 
mand]; to lie upon the Table. 


TUBERCULOSIS (HUMAN AND BOVINE) 
(ROYAL COMMISSION). 

Copy presented, of Second Interim 
Report of the Commissioners appointed 
to inquire into the relations of Human and 
Animal Tuberculosis. Part II. Appen- 
dix. Vol. IV. Histological and Bacterio- 
logical Investigations, by Arthur East- 
wood, M.D. [by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table. 


MINES AND QUARRIES (WINGATE 

GRANGE COLLIERY EXPLOSION). 

Copy presented, of Report to the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment by A. H. Ruegg, Esq., K.C., and 
J. B. Atkinson, Esq., M.Sc., two of His 
Majesty’s Inspectors of Mines, on the 
circumstances attending an Explosion 
which occurred at Wingate I 
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Colliery on the 14th October, 1906 [by 
Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


PRISONS (ENGLAND AND WALES). 

Copy presented, of Draft Rules pro- 
posed to be made by the Secretary of 
State for the Home A pero under 
the Prisons Acts, 1877 and 1898, with 
respect to the peneibetion of the Visiting 
Committee of Bristol Prison [by Act] ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


BUTTER AND MARGARINE BILL, 

Copy ordered, “of Enactments applied 
or adapted by the Butter and Margarine 
3.” — (Sir Edward Strachey.) 

Copy presented accordingly; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 
62.] 


RATHMINES AND RATHGAR URBAN 
DISTRICT COUNCIL. 

Return ordered, “of the 
Papers in respect of the Kathmines and 
Rathgar Urban District Council, viz. :— 
(1) the Auditor’s Reports for the years 
ending the 3lst day of March, 1905, 
and the 31st day of March, 1906; (2) 
written objections by ratepayers, Messrs. 
O'Driscoll, Moran, Rattigan, and Sullivan, 
to items in the account for the year 
1906 ; (3) Auditor’s reasons for decisions 
in respect of the same; (4) terms of 
appeal to the Local Government Board 
by Mr. Sullivan; (5) Local Government 
Board’s decision, No. 54,638, 1906 ; (6) 
any correspondence on the matter be- 
tween the Local Government Board and 
the Rathmines and Rathgar Urban 
District Couneil.”—( Mr. John O’Uonnor.) 


following | 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSIVERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Delay in Sale of the O'Donel Estate, 
County Mayo. 

Dr. AMBROSE (Mayo, W.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- | 
tenant of Ireland if he can say how long 
the O'Donel estate, at Newport, county | 
Mayo, has been in the Court of Chancery, 
and what is the cause of the delay of the | 
sale of it to the Congested Districts 
Board or the Estates Commissioners : 
whether he is aware that the non-sale of 
this estate has prevented the Congested | 
Districts Board from dividing amongst | 
tenants of uneconomic holdings two ad- 
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joining estates which have been purchased 
by the Board for several years ; and would 
he, in the interests of some of the poorest 
tenants in Ireland, use his influence with 
a view to inducing the Judge of the Land 
Court to sell this estate as quickly as 
possible. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I am in- 
formed that the petition for the sale of 
this estate in the Land Judge’s Court was 
filed in 1893. All the parties to the 
case are agreed that a sale to the Con- 
gested Districts Board would be desirable, 
and the Land Judge is anxious to have 
such sale carried out expeditiously. The 
delay in the matter hitherto has been due 
to the complexity of the title. ‘The case 
is to come before the Land Judge during 
the present month, and in the meantime 
efforts are being used to obviate the 
difficulties as to title. The Congested 


| Districts Board have already purchased 
| the tenants’ interest in three farms on the 


estate, and are prepared to purchase the 
fee simple when it is offered for sale by 
the Court. It is not the case that the 
non-sale of this estate has prevented the 
Board from distributing two adjacent 
estates. The only adjoining property 
belonging to the Board is the Jones 
estate, which has only recently been 
vested in the Board. 


Collections for Presentations to School 
Teachers. 

Mr. MARKHAM (Nottinghamshire, 
Manstield) : To ask the President of the 
Board of Education whether he is aware 
that last Christmas a subscription was 
collected from the children attending the 
Skegby National Schools, Nottingham- 
shire, by one of the assistant teachers for 


| the purpose of making a presentation to 


will he 
being 


another teacher at this school ; 
take steps to prevent money 


| collected from the children of working 


men by teachers in council schools for 
making presents to other teachers ; 
whether he has any information that a 


_parent of one of the children attending 


the Skegby National Schools protested 


| against this system, and that, arising out 


of this protest, the child of this parent was 
publicly spoken to in the school by the 
wife of the teacher to whom the presenta- 
tion was made, to the annoyance of the 
parént and discomfort to the child ; and 
will he issue instructions to the Notting- 
hamshire County Council that they are 
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not to permit teachers to collect money 
from children in councils schools. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) I have 
no information with regard to the 
incidents referred to. The matter ap- 
pears to be one in which any necessary 
action should be taken by the local educa- 
tion authority, to whom I am sending 
a copy of my hon, friend’s Question. 


Religious Belief of Messenger of Board of 
Works, Dublin. 

Mr. DELANY  (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): To ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury if he will ask the Board of 
Works, Dublin, to explain why, when a 
vacancy occurs for a messenger, the 
secretary of that Department is allowed 


to use his influence in such a way that no | 


Roman Catholic receives an appointment : 
and, in view of the fact that the majority 
of the persons looking for these positions 
are Roman Catholic Army and Naval 
pensioners, will he ask the Board of 
Works to take steps in such appoint- 
ments to uphold the principle of civil and 
religious liberty. 


(Answered by Mr, Runciman.) Under 
Treasury Minute pensioner messengers 
are nominated by the Admiralty or the 
War Office upon application by the em- 
ploying Department to the Civil Service 
Commissioners. The actual appointment 
in the Department referred to is made by 
the Board, who assures me that they have 


no knowledge of the religious beliefs of | 


their staff. There is, therefore, no 
foundation for the imputation contained 
in this Question. 


Local Authorities and Religious 
Instruction. 

Mr. BARNARD (Kidderminster) : To 
ask the President of the Board of Educa- 
tion if it is intended that the local 
education authority shall demand the 
repayment of one-fifteenth of the teachers’ 
salaries in the case of a maintained school 
(as, for instance, a British school) where 


the religious instruction is entirely un- | 


denominational, i.¢., Cowper-Temple, and 
given only by the teachers, and the 
management is also undenominational. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
Answer is in the negative. 
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| Sergeant P. Cox—Metropolitan Police. 

| Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, 8S.) : To ask the 

| Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he can state how many un- 

| favourable reports, and of what character, 

| were recorded against Sergeant P. Cox, 
of B Division of the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police, prior to his promotion to his 
present rank. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) Tt would be 
contrary to practice and subversive of 
discipline to give any such information as 
is asked for in the Question. The Chief 
Commissioner informs me that Sergeant 
Cox was promoted to his present rank 
more than two years ago, and has proved 
to be an efficient officer. 


Belfast Police Inquiry. 
Mr. SLOAN : To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if 
it is intended to publish the Report of 
the Belfast Police Inquiry, and when 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Com- 
mittee of Inquiry was appointed at the 
instance of my predecessor with the 
object of clearing up certain matters in 
connection with the organisation and dis- 
cipline of the Belfast police force, and I 
understand that this object was attained. 
| Mr. Bryce fully considered the question 
‘of publishing the Report, and decided 
| that it was not necessary or desirable to 
publish it. 


Royal Irish Constabulary, Employment 
of Sergeants in Dublin Castle. 

Mr. SLOAN : To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if 
he can state how long Sergeants James 
Campbell and Daniel Herlihy have been 
employed at the Royal Irish Constabulary 
| office in Dublin Castle ; what are their 
‘duties; and for what reason are these 
two officers allowed to retain such 
positions for an unlimited period, while 
other sergeants of the reserve force are 
transferred to the country on completing 
four years’ service at the depot. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) Sergeants 
Campbell and Herlihy have been em- 
ployed at the Royal Irish Constabulary 
office since February 1888 and November 
1887, respectively. The former is 
sergeant in charge of the orderlies on 
duty at the office, and the latter is 
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personal orderly to the Inspector-General. 
The rule that men are transferred to 
county stations after serving four years 
on the reserve at the depot does not 
apply to men who are attached to the 
headquarters’ office. Such men are 
selected and retained at the discretion of 
the Inspector-General. 


Education (Provision of 


Irish National Education—Teachers Dis- 
missed for Inefficiency. 

Mr. SLOAN : To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
if he can say how many teachers were 
(dismissed by the Commissioners of 
National Education for inefticiency during 
the year 1906; how many were pro- 
nounced unfit to be principals, but were 
permitted to become assistants; the 
number who were forced to retire within 
five years of qualifying for maximum 
pension, together with the number dis- 
missed by managers during the same 
year; and the reasons given for these 
latter dismissals. 


(Answered by Mr, Birrell.) The Com- 
missioners of National Educatiom inform 
me that twenty-seven principal teachers 
were dismissed by them for inefticiency 
during the year 1906. Of these, seven 
were pronounced unfit to be principals, 
hut were permitted to become assistants, 
and eight were, when dismissed, within 
five years of qualifying for maximum 
pension. The Commissioners have no 
sufficient information as to the number of 
teachers dismissed by managers. 


Royal Irish Constabulary—Acting 
Sergeants at Dublin Depot. 

Mr. SLOAN: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if 
he can say how many of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary holding the temporary rank 
of acting sergeant are at present stationed 
at the depot in Dublin ; if their names 
are furnished to the Royal Irish Con- 
stabulary office in Dublin Castle; on 
what grounds are junior constables pro- 
moted at the depot to the temporary 
rank of acting sergeant; what is the 
annual cost of these temporary pro- 
motions ; and if the system of temporary 
rank will be extended to deserving con- 
stables in country stations. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) Twelve 
men at the depot hold the temporary 


rank of acting sergeant. The names of 
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the men recommended for this temporary 
rank are submitted to the Inspector- 
General, who makes the appointments. 
The men who are so appointed act as 
instructors in drill, gymnastics, or 
swimming, or perform other duties for 
which special qualifications are required, 
The annual cost of these temporary pro- 
motions is £114 &s. The _ Inspector- 
General does not consider it necessary or 
desirable to extend the of 
temporary promotions to men serving in 
country stations. 


system 


Army Recruits in Ireland. 
Captain CRAIG (Down, E.): To ask 
the Seeretary of State for War if he will 
state how many Army recruits have been 
obtained in Ireland for the years 1905 
and 1906 respectively, specifying separ- 
ately regular Army and Militia. 


(Answered by Mr, Secretary Haldane.) 
The figures are as follows :— 


Year ending 
30 906. 


Year ending 
30/9/05. 


3,166 2,439 


Regulars - - 
Militia - - 5,657 1,959 


These figures do not include a few men 
raised at the headquarters of regiments, 
batteries, etc., stationed in Ireland. 


EDUCATION (PROVISION OF 
(SCOTLAND) BILL. 


Order for Second Reading read. 


MEALS) 


*Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD 
Leicester), in moving the Second Reading 
i this Bill, said he need not trouble the 
House with any very lengthy remarks. 
The principle of feeding school children 
was not before the House that day, nor 
had they before them the question whether 
public authorities should assist in feeding 
school children. The House last session 
discussed that question and decided it in 
a favourable way, and the Bill, including 
Scotland as well as England, which was 
sent to another place, embodied that 
principle. It was only because of the 
accident which befel the Bill in the other 
place that it became his duty that after- 
noon to move the Second Reading of this 
measure applicable to Scotland only. 
The only point before the House was a 
very narrow one. It was whether the 
law in regard to the feeding of school 
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children should apply to Scotland or not. 
The Act of last vear was now in force in 
England and Wales. Were there any 
special circumstances relating to Scotland 
which made it undesirable that this law 
should apply to that part of the United 
Kingdom? He ventured to say that 
those who opposed the Bill must confine 
their remarks exclusively to that point 
so far as practical business was concerned. 
The constitutional point involved was 
very well expressed by the Prime Minister | 
after the Bill of last session was returned | 
to this House in a mutilated form. The 
right hon. Geutleman made the following | 
pronouncement— 





“ This was the strongest case of the inversion 
of authority of these constitutional matters that 
they had ever seen. Stronger than the Educa- 
tion Bill, stronger than the Plural Voting Bill, 
stronger than any was this little thing.” 


He was going to ask the House to pass 
the Bill so that the other place might 
have the opportunity of reconsidering its 
decision and of giving, as he ventured 
to think, a much wiser decision than it 
arrived at last session. Was there need 
for the Bill in Scotland ? Was there any | 
particular feature in Scottish social con- 
ditions which made it undesirable for Par- | 
liament to apply the Bill to Scotland. 
The Bill, as the House would remember, 
was an exceedingly simple one. It said | 
first of al! that if there was any doubt 
about the physical condition of children, 
it revealed itself in the school. If a/ 
teacher saw any good reason for doubting 
the physical condition of a child, he could 
make a report, and certain machinery 
might be put into operation. That | 
had already been tested so far as| 
England was concerned. When the 
Bill of last vear got a Second Reading in 
this Housg it went upstairs and was sub- 
jected to a careful examination on the 
part of a Select Committee aided by wit- 
nesses from all partsof the country. Un- 
fortunately towards the end the evidence 
taken from Scotland wasalittle bithurried. 
He thought that the Report of the Select 
Committee very accurately described 
the situation when it said that the 
evidence from Scotland was not so | 
complete as the evidence from England. | 
Those of them who knew Scotland—some | 
of them who were not Scottish Members | 
happened to know Scotland very well— | 
knew absolutely that there was not one | 
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| of investigation. 
'that 1,363 pupils in the fifteen schools 
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single piece of evidence that came from 
England and which induced the Com- 
mittee to come to its decision regarding 
England which could not be produced 
from Scotland two-fold. He thought the 
Select Committee was perfectly right 
in coming to the decision it did, because 
the Committee assumed that the evidence 
from England was representative of what 
might come from Scotland if it had sat 
for another two months in considering 
the Bill. What the Select Committee 
had to do was to take care that the 


|evidence was representative. It was 


simply sheer waste of time to go on 


| accumulating evidence from other sources. 
| Every Member of the House who followed 


social questions must be aware of the 
existence of the very remarkable publica- 
tion of the Dundee Reform Union in the 
shape of a report on housing and industrial 
questions in Dundee. How any one who 
knew the facts brought forward in that 
Report, and who had studied the tables 
published in it, could say that there was 
not sufficient evidence, as far as Dundee 
was concerned, for the application of the 
Act, he did not know; such a person 


_and he must have totally different ideas 


of what evidence was. In the small 


‘compass of that volume alone there 


was sufficient evidence to justify the 
House in making the Act applicable 
Some time after there 
was an inquiry in Glasgow. In 
that city fifteen out of seventy-six 
public schools were made the subject 
The first report showed 


appeared to be underfed. Those figures 
had been questioned. He had in his 
possession some of the details of an 
investigation into those cases. It was 
discovered that 265 cases of underfeeding 
were due to want of employment, 114 
to insufficient income, sixty-six to illness 


| of parents, or to recent death of parents, 


eighty-nineto the improvidence of parents, 


/ ninety to the intemperance of parents, 


and fourteen to the desertion of parents. 
Under the Bill now before the House 
improvident and intemperate parents 
who did not provide food for their 
children could be prosecuted. The 
officers of the Charity Organisation 
Society had subjected to a careful scrutiny 
440 cases taken from three schools, and 
in only about forty were the parents 
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condemned by them as being what they | 


called “a bad lot and undeserving.” His | 
hon. friend who was going to move that 
the Bill be read that day six months had 
an experience of Scottish education which 
very few of them had. The hon. Member 
for Glasgow and Aberdeen Universities 
knew perfectly well the state of the 
schools in the Highlands. He himself 
received his education in a country 
school to which he had to walk two 
miles. The Bill would be invaluable to 
children placed under those circumstances, 
not that they wanted food for nothing, 
but because they wanted food. He was | 
perfectly certain his hon. friend, however | 
strongly he might feel in regard to the | 
Bill, joined him in hoping that something | 
might be done to meet the special cases | 
of country schools and Highland schools | 
which were so remote from the homes of 
the people that the children could not go | 
home for a midday meal. They were | 
told that the Scottish Education auth- 
orities were not in favour of the Bill. 
An extraordinary conference held in 
Edinburgh had been seized upon as a 
precious morsel by those who were | 
opposing it. As a matter of fact 
that conference was not representative | 
at all, those who attended it being only | 
entitled to speak for themselves. A most | 
extraordinary circumstance about that 
conference was that two of the most | 
important school boards in Scotland | 
absolutely declined to take part in it. | 
They were the boards of Glasgow and | 
Aberdeen. After the school board of 
Glasgow had decided to have nothing to | 
do with the conference pressure was | 
brought to bear from Edinburgh. When | 
the matter came again in a clear and | 
decisive way before the Glasgow Board it 
was decided by a majority of one to ad- | 
here to the decision formerly come to. | 
He hoped hon. Members would not place 
more reliance on that conference than | 
it deserved. He had to-day presented | 
a petition from Govan Parish Council | 
praying the House to pass the Bill. If| 
there was a poor district in Scotland it 
was the parish of Govan. It was pre- | 
eminently such districts which the pro- | 
moters had in their mind when the Bill was | 
drafted. Govan Parish Council in cS 





before there was much agitation in this 
House for such a measure as that under 
discussion, passed a resolution that 


Mr. J. Ramsuy Macdonald, 
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some. Memb2r of the House, when 
the late Government’s Education Bill 
was before it, should move an Amend- 
ment to provide for meals being 
supplied to children when the necessity 
for doing so was shown. Moreover, the 
school boards of Greenock, Govan, and 
other places were in favour of the Bill. 
A memorial had been sent by the Royal 
College of Physicians, Edinburgh, to the 
Secretary for Scotland praying— 

“That power be given to school boards to 
secure suitable feeding for the poorer classes of 
school children who could not otherwise secure 
the essential basis of education.” 

The Scottish Trade Union Congress had 
passed a special resolution in favour of 
the Bill. The executive of the Scottish 
Trade Unions had issued a whip in i s 
favour. He could assure hon. Members 


| that when Scotland was deleted from the 


Bill of last session there was very great 
disappointment and a_ considerable 


/amount of indignation on the part of 
‘active socialists in Scotland. 


He hoped 
the House would give the Bill a Second 
Reading and allow it to go upstairs. 


| After he had introduced the Bill he 


was surprised to hear that the Govern- 
ment were contemplating legislation 
on the same lines. If there was 
any duplication the promoters of the 
present Bill were not to blame. The 
Party with whom he was associated 
introduced the Bill of last session, and 
they naturally thought that the House 
would desire them to complete the work 


| which had been left unfinished at the end 


of the session. He hoped there would 
be no obstacles placed in the way of the 
progress of the Bill. He 
move. 


begged io 


*Mr. WILKIE (Dundee) seconded the 


Motion. He said he was a Scotsman, 


‘though that was not important; but 


what was important was the fact that he 
was also a representative of a Scottish 
industrial centre. He was likewise a 
member of an English city council, a 
member of its school board for years 
until it was abolished, and a member 
now of its education committee. He 
stated these facts to show that he had 
some little experience on both sides of 
the Border of the question now before 
the House. Further, the business of his 
organisation took him to the industrial 
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centres of England, Scotland, Ireland, 
and abroad. He had never found that 
there were fewer hungry children in the 
towns of Scotland than there were in 
those of England, and therefore it was 
a great surprise to him when the 
House of Lords mutilated what he ven- 
tured to callone of the bes: labour 
Bills of last session. He found from 
reading the debate which took place 
in the other House, that noble Lords 
based their action on the statement that 
all the Scottish witnesses who gave evi- 
dence were against including Scotland 
in the Bill. A great Parliamentary 
authority was asserted to have once said, 
“Name me your Committee and I will 
forecast its report :” applying this to wit- 
nesses, they had only to look at the names 
of the witnesses from Scotland to know 
the reason why they did not give evidence 
in favour of the measure. There was not 
a single representative from organised 
labour as a witness. [An Hon. MEMBER : 
“Why not?”] Echo answered why ? 
He knew not; but the fact remained. 
During the debate last year it was 
stated that no public body was in 
favour of the extension of the Bill to 
Scotland. 


the Second Reading of the present Bill had | 


shown that assertion was not correct. He 
saw the hon. Member for Govan present, 


and he asserted that ifa referendum were | 


taken in that parish it would be almost 
tnanimous in favour of the inclusion of 
Scotland. Then they had got the support 
for this Bill of the Scottish Trades Con- 
“ress representing 250,000 members. 
The Trade Councils throughout the 
country had time after time voted in 
favour of it. The trade organisations 
had a right to be heard on the question, 
because they were doing more beneficial 
work for the sick, the unemployed, for 
funeral expenses of the poor, and in re- 
lieving distress than all the voluntary 
societies or committees put together. It 
had been shown that the medical author- 
ities in Scotland were generally in 


favour of the extension of the Bill to | 


Scotland, and those were the men who 
came more closely in contact with the 
seamy side of life amongst the poor and 
were more entitled to speak on the 
question than those who attended a com- 
inittee meeting or two or were members of 
the Charity Organisation Society. As to 
the Edinburgh Conference which had 


{1 Marcu 1907} 


Meals) (Scotland) Bill. = 374 


been referred to, there were 900 school 
boards in Scotland and only twenty-nine 
were represented at it, and the voting 
was eighteen against the Bill and nine 
for it, so that the circular issued to hon. 
Members regarding that Conference was 
not so conclusive as the writers would 
have them believe. He had an ex- 
haustive Report from the Dundee Social 
Union in his own constituency. That 
Union was not composed of representatives 
‘of one class or of the organised workers 
only, but of people of all classes who 
were interested in the children of the 
country, and of the welfare of future 
generations. They said that— 





His hon. friend who moved | 


‘“In Dundee at any rate, there must be a 
| large number of chilaren whose health is im- 
paired, and whose development is retarded by 
| insufficient nourishment. We understand that 
at some of the poorest schools a number of the 
| children are given soup, or rice and milk, or 
| porridge and milk during the winter months, 
| and the expense is partly recovered from the 
| parents and partly defrayed from charitable 
funds. That is good so far as it goes, but we 
think that the gravity of the situation dis- 
closed by the Tables demands a more systematic 
remedy.” 


And in another passage of that Report 
it was stated that— 
** Many ofthe children in the schools derive 
| little benefit from school attendance, because 
they cannot apply their minds to lessons while 
their stomachs are empty.” 


And then the Report went on— 

‘Tt has been said that all this was known 
before the inquiry, but it is at least open to 
doubt whether anyone believed that these 
evils were of such magnitude and extent. The 
probabilities are that most of the large 
manufacturing towns will show results not 
| greatly dissimilar, if judged by the same 
| standards.” 


There was the circular sent to every hon. 
Member signed by a number of very 
‘estimable gentlemen, but not signed by a 
| single represen tative of the masses of the 

people. They said that— 

“The Collectivist wing of the Labour Party 

(in the House) systematically misrepresent the 

opponents of the Bill as inhuman and un- 

Christian persons who are opposed to the free 
| feeding of necessitous children—” 


And then they went on to say— 

‘‘We, on the contrary, fully recognise the 
duty of feeding necessitous children,” 

Who were “we” ? And whose “duty” 
| was it ? 
“but we deny that it is the duty of the State 


to feed all children whether necessitous or not, 
and we object to put the burden of feeding 
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even necessitous children 
authority.” 


on the education 


That was an absurd contention ; they 
could not have it both ways. He 
maintained that it was the duty of 
the people, as a whole, represented by 
the State—and not a few “we's” to 
discharge that duty. Even the circular 
showed the necessity of the extension to 
Scotland of the principle of feeding 
necessitous children, because it was 
admitted that there were thousands of 
children who could not get the benefit of 
education unless they were fed. They, 
however, would leave it to the mere 
chance of the moment and to the few 
whose riches were the result of the past 
labour of others. He had also a circular 
against the Bill sent him by the “ Women’s 
Unionist Association of the West of 
Scotland, Partick Division.” He happened 
to know that division very well because 
he was long a resident there, and he 
challenged those ladies to go with him 
through the division to see whether the 
people as a whole were or were not 
in favour of the Bill. Moreover, the 
Bill was permissive. If the fine fairy 
tales told them were correct, there was 
no necessity to put the provisions of the 
Bill in force. He and his friends would 
be only too glad if the Bill was not 
needed ; but they asserted that it was 
needed and it was only fair play and 
justice that it should be extended to 
Scotland. The struggle of life was be- 
coming more and mere onerous, what 
with the feeding and speeding up of 
machines, and the introduction of every 
device known to human ingenuity to 
take the utmost out of the workers’ 
labour. They ought to see to it that the 
workers of the future did not start life 
physically defective. He had had long 
experience in the matter. It was not 
so much no-v-a-days that men were less 
skilled. It was because of the introdue- 
tion, by the ingenuity of those very 
workmen, of machinery and appliances, 
that less skill was required, and if men 
got sooner old, it was because of the less 
stamina, less physical force and less robust- 
ness—qualities of which this country 
used to be so proud. We were fond of 
boasting about our insularity. He had 
visited the continents of Europe and 
America and found that we were lagging 
behind our foreign competitors. But 
he saw no reason why that should con- 
tinue, Of course, hegknew that in that 


Mr, Wilkie. 
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political economists, who rather than 
endeavour to save valuable lives would 
allow them to be lost before they would 
move one hair’s-breadth from their own 
formule, just as some prude or Mrs. 
Grundy would sacrifice a drowning 
man’s life because he was dressed only 
in nature’s garments. As the Prime 
Minister had said, “Away with such 
fooling.” Human life and the future 
prosperity of the country were above all 
such formule. Food for the body came 
before food for the soul. They wanted 
this benefit clear of the taint of pauperism 
and charity. They wanted to keep in the 
workers of the country that old feeling 
of independence of which they used to he 
proud. When a national danger arose 
and the Government were requiring troops 
for South Africa, thousands of men were 
rejected as not fit food even for powder. 
It was the interest and the duty of the 
whole people, as represented by the 
State, to remedy that. The House had 
been discussing during the past week 
the best means for providing for national 
defence. On a previous occasion he had 
had the opportunity of reminding the 
Prime Minister, when about to introduce 
an important measure, that the best 
method of providing for a real national 
defence and for the betterment of our 
country was to improve the sovial and 
physical conditions of the people, as a 
whole ; then in the words of ‘ Scotland's 
ploughman bard ” what— 
“ Howe’er crowns and coronets be rent, 

As long as a virtuous populace may rise the 

while, 
And stand, a wall of fire around our much- 
loved isle.” 

He had much pleasure in seconding the 
Second Reading of this Bill. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 


*Sin HENRY CRAIK (Glasgow anc 
Aberdeen Universities) in moving that the 
Bill be read a second time that day six 
months, said that he did not apologise to 
the House for taking up the attitude he 
now did and had also done last session in 
regard to this measure. Any serious 
man in carrying out his own affairs was 
anxious to consider both sides of any 
course of action; and he believed it was 
the duty of the Opposition to take up 





37 
dry 


han 
ould 
ould 
own 
Mrs. 
ling 
nly 
ime 
uch 
sure 
» all 
ume 
ited 
‘ism 
the 
ling 
» be 
‘Ose 
Ops 
ere 
ler. 
the 
the 
had 
aek 
nal 
iad 
the 
uce 
est 
nal 
our 
nd 
5 a 


ci’s 


the 


ch- 


he 


id, 


nd 


nd 
he 
$1X 
to 
he 
in 
us 
ny 


ras 


up 





377 = Education (Provision of 


the same position in political affairs, and 
to ensure that both aspects of any pro- 
posal should be duly weighed. He did 
not believe that any Member for Scot- 
land would dissent from him when he 
said that this was a question that 
required to be regarded from two sides. 
The time might come when hon. Members 
below the gangway would be again in the 
submissive position that they on that 
side were in now, and the best compli- 
ment that he could pay them was that 
when they were in a small minority they 
would do as they on that side were doing 
and would have the courage of their con- 
victions and fight for them. He had 
just a single word of personal apology 
to offer in this matter. Following the 
Lord Advocate several hon. Members had 
complained of his pessimistic views and 
the lurid terms in which he had placed 
them before the House. He was quite 
aware that on the opposite benches there 
were hon. Members with the gift of gay 
persiflage who could deal with even the 
most serious and gloomy question by the 
light of their dexterous humour, but they 
should remember in the height of their 
plenitude that there were those who did 
not possess that gift. Gifts were only 
given to us by nature, and he had got 
what nature had given him. Dogberry 
said— 

“To be a well favoured man is a gift of | 
fortune; but to write and read comes by 
nature.” 


He did not aspire to the gifts of 
fortune, and had only that which nature 
gave him. He had taken early in life 
the lesson which Dean Swift had 
given in one of his letters to a young | 
He there said— 

** One of the first pieces of advice that I would 
give you is, do not essay wit in your dis- 
courses. I could give you several reasons for 
this, but one perhaps is sufficient ; it is at least 
a million to one that you have it not.’ 


clergyman. 


He was not prepared to fight against 
such odds, although hon. Members 
opposite might be. The main question 
was whether his views were in the main 
more pessimistic than those of hon. | 
Members opposite, and was he less | 
prepared with a remedy for serious 
social evils than they? If he could 
prove that he had remedies to offer | 
at least as good as theirs and that he | 
did not take such a pessimistic view of | 
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the state of the children, that con- 
sideration might outweigh any niceties of 
diction and be more conclusive than if 
he were prepared to outline them with 
the gay rhetoric and the exhilarating 
diction of the right hon. Gentleman the 
Lord Advocate himself. Hon. Members 
took the view that the children of the 
nation were lacking food and starving, and 
they were prepared to deal with 
that position. But did they consider 


that that was not the only evil 
they had to deal with? The condi- 
tion of the children in the schools 


during the thirty-five years which had 
elapsed since the passing of the Education 
Act of 1872 had vastly improved. 
Many who were neglected and overlooked 
prior to that time were now receiving care 
and attention. He was perfectly certain 
that behind the minor difficulty of lack 
of food there lay a far grea er evil in the 
ignorance of sanitation and its laws, 
overcrowding, and social conditions in our 
great manufacturing centres which told 
against life and social welfare far more 
seriously. They did not sufficiently 
employ the great scientific imple- 
ments they had at hand in order to 
check the condition of things. He treated 
the evil of lack of food as one of the 
smallest difficulties with which they were 
faced. There were far greater evils 
which lay at the very foundation of the 
whole question, evils which existed before 


the children ever came to school and which 


made them pariahs and outcasts before 
they had reached the age of five. Neglect 
was a far more serious matter with the 
children than the mere lack of food. 
Lack of food was a lesser evil than ihe 
malnutrition due to the neglect to provide 
suitable food. He considered that the 
evils arising from these causes were far 
creater than those arising from want of 
In every large town there ‘were 


with that question, and, broadly speak- 
ing, the facts showed that those organisa- 
tions were doing a work which was well 
within their means. One instance in that 
connection came to his knowledge only the 
day before, of what was being actually 


| done at the present moment in Glasgow. 
| Acharitable organisation, the officials of 


which assured him that they were able to 
feed more than they now did, had quite 
recently gone over ten schools in Glasgow, 
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with an attendance of 10,000 or 11,000 | 
children. They were told that there was | 
great destitution among the children, | 
and through the teachers and other | 
agencies they offered a free breakfast to 
every child. The largest number who 
took advantage of this offer was little 
over 1 per cent., and the number was 
dwindling, and just now only 100.children 
out of these 10,000 were taking advant- 
age of that meal. He thought that that 
was a fair illustration of what charity 
was doing. Those who were responsible 
for that charity moreover said that they 
could do more. They had, they said, 
resources enough, and failing their pre- 
sent resources they were sure that the 
springs of charity which would rise to 
provide free meals for the children 
were understated. Were they to sweep 
away the present system in order to 
establish the remedies which this measure 
proposed? What did the Bill do? 
The proposal of the first clause was to | 
give power to the schoolboards to aid | 
school canteen committees in the pro-| 
vision of machinery for affording such | 
meals for children. That was a sug- | 
gestion which was made by the Royal | 
Commission of which he had the honour | 
of being a member, and with that pro- | 
posal he fully agreed. 











The House had | 
now an opportunity of dealing with the | 
matter as a separate Bill for Scotland. | 
School boards in Scotland had in_ his | 
opinion the power to co-operate with 
charitable agencies in the matter of | 
providing meals, and he believed they also 
had the power to provide means of accom- 
modation. They had often done so, and 
the expenditure had never been dis- 
allowed by the Local Government Board 
in England nor by the Scottish Education 
Department in Scotiand. What the 
promoters of the Bill were asking for, 
however, differed entirely from the pro- 
visions of the Act in regard to England 
and Wales. They would give the power, 
not to the Poor Law authority nor to 
the parish council, but to the education 
authority. That was quite different from 
the English Bill, which gave the power 
to the local authority comprising both 
education and Poor Law. [Cries of 
“No, no!”] Well, at any rate, it 
comprised large municipal interests. 
In the case of Scotland the proposal 
was to vest the power in an auth- 


Sir Henry Creik. 
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ority which was purely educational in 
character and to ask it to do work which 
it had never done before and which 
it had no desire to do. His great ob- 
jection to the Bill, however, was that it 
did not impose the responsibility upon 
the parent, but told him plainly that the 
sustenance of his children was not to be 
a duty which rested upon him as a citizen 
and his failure to perform that duty 
would not deprive him of the right of 
citizenship. The result of that would 
be that in many cases the parent would 
first look to his own necessities and then 
to those of his children. Not having 
enough to provide for both, he would 
look after himself and then go to the 
school board and say, ‘‘ You must feed 
my children, I have kept myself, but I 
cannot keep them.” If a man had 
‘co go to the Poor Law in order 
to maintain himself he was deprived 
of the rights of citizenship, but 
under the Bill he coull compel the 
Poor Law to keep his children and still 
maintain his rights as a citizen. Was 
that the example which they wished to 
hold up to the working man of Scot- 
land? If that was their remedy he, 
for his part, distinctly repudiated it. 
They would throw away the resources of 
charitable effort for a rate to be strictly 
limited to 3d. in the £, which meant 
scarcely £50,000 a year. Was that a 
gift to throw to Scotland in return for 
checking parental responsibility and local 
charity! <A rae for a library could be 
limited, but they would find that they 
could not limit a rate for the feeding of 
the children. They would have to meet 
the needs of the new burden they placed 
upon the authority and they would not 
be able to limit it to $d. in the £._ It was 
for these reasons that he objected to the 
principle of the Bill. First of all, he 
thought Scotland ought to have some 
voice in this matter. It was all very well 
to take isolated opinions in favour of the 
Bill, but he had loads of letters from 
people the names even of whom he did 
not know supporting the view he took of 
the Bill of last session. Or the other 
hand he had only two in favour of the 
Bill. He denied the right of the hon. 
Member for Dundee to monopolise 
for himself the leadership of the mass 
of the working classes in Scotland. He 
objected to the Bill because he believed 
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the views of Scotland were opposed 
to it; because he was certain many hon. 
Members, if they were free io speak 
their mind:, would tell them that they 
had received from their constituencies 
remonstrances against the Bill; because 
he thought that instead of benefiting the 
youth of Scotland it would inflict grievous 
injury upon them. He objected to the 
principles of the Bill for the reason that, 
instead of using the means they had to 
hand by the application of scientific 
methods and resorting to the benevolence 
of private donors and the preservation of 
the affection and independence of the 
parents, they were throwing them all away 
in order to follow a will o’ the wisp and a 
shibboleth of false Socialism. 


Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out the word ‘now,’ and at the 
end of the Question to add the words ‘ upon 
this day six months.’ "—(Sir Henry Craik.) 


(Juestion proposed, “That the word 
‘now’ stand part of the Question.” 


*Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston) said 
he made no apology for speaking on a 
Scot ish Bill. He did not oppose the 
measure simply to assert the right of 
English Members to speak on all Bills, 
no matter what portion of the United 
Kingdom they affected, but purely out 
of neighbourly feeling for the Scottish 
people. Unfortunately they, in England, 
had had the measure of last session 
thrust upon them, and he wished to save 
Scotsmen from that evil. That was the 
reason he opposed the present Bill. The 
whole weight of evidence in Scotland 
was opposed to the measure. If, as had 
been suggested, there was evidence in 
its favour, why was it not produced 


before the Select Committee 2? Ever: 
witness before tha’ Committee gave 


testimony against the Bill. The Labour 
Party had selected the Bill for support 
because it was an essential part of their 


socialistic programme that the State 
should maintain school children. He 


was glad that that was not the programme 
of the Liberal Party. They on the 
Liberal side did not believe it was the 
duty of the State to maintain school 
children or to maintain children at all. 
The ideal of the Labour Party would 
be a good one if we were bees or ants, 
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but we were human beings, wi h human 
passions and human affections, and 
socialism must “break down because 
it flew in the face of the deepest 
instincts of human nature. At the 
same time he admitted that a good 
many Liberals had been lured away 
in response to sentimental cries to 
support the scheme. The cry had been 
raised that it was cruel to send little 
children to school in such a condition 
of hunger that they were unfit to profit 
by the education that was given them. 
He absolutely agreed; but what he 
insisted upon was that the supporters 
of the Bill had no right to use that 
argument in support of this particular 
remedy. What had to be done was to 
find out what was the best means of 
meeting the evil. In his opinion the 
solution was to be found in so improving 
the homes that the children might there 
receive, not only food, but the other 
attention necessary to fit them for educa- 
tion. Many of the worst evils from which 
children suffered occurred in the years 
before they went to school at all. The 
great evil of infantile mortality was 
not due to compulsory education. It 
was due to the fact that many mothers 
and fathers did not properly discharge 
their duties. That would not be remedied 
by feeding children when they went to 
school. He was glad to see that a Bill 
providing for the medical inspection of 
children was to be brought forward. 
The duty of providing medical inspection 
for children, with a view to the preven- 
tion of disease, was a duty the importance 
of which few parents had yet appreciated. 
Therefore, the State might legitimately 
intervene to set an example. But 
the duty of parents to feed their 
children had existed since the world 
began. Even animals fed their young, 
and therefore when they found that 
human beings failed to do what even 
animals did, it was quite obvious there 
must be something wrong in the homes. 
The very first business, therefore, was to 
find out what was wrong, and to get at 
that they must go to the homes. In 
nine out of ten cases it would be found 
that the evil would not be touched by 
giving one or even two meals a day at 
school, because mischief was going on 
at home. The remedy was to see that the 
homes were healthy and wholesome. 
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To reform the home itself was infinitely 
better than taking the child away and 
bringing it up in a great barrack. To 
give meals in the schools would be to 
break up the homes, because parents 
would be relieved of one of their primary 
obligations. The obligation resting on 
every father to provide food for his 
children was one of the things which 
kept the man straight. When it was 
said that there was no money for feeding 
children he was reminded of the fact 
that not less than £150,000,000 a year 
was spent on drink. A good many 
advocates of socialistic schemes had not 
sufficiently realised that social reform 
was impossible without moral reform. 
Care must be taken that in making 
legislative changes they were encourag- 
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ing a higher and not a __ lower 
moral standard. They must call out 


the best and not the worst in the people. 
There were many ways in which the 
Legislature could interfere to give ihe 
individual better opportunities for ‘he 
development of his higher qualities. 
That was the Liberal ideal, but the 
Socialist ideal was 
dividual of his natural responsibilities 
so that he might have more money to 
spend on pleasure. Let the House 
consider the amount of money spent 


on trips and on cheap music halls. Many 
young children of the poorer class | 
were allowed to go night after 
night to the music hall, and spent 
twopence or fourpence for seats; and 
he had no doubt these would be the 


very first to come forward and claim free 
meals. The ideal of the Labour Party 
appeared to be “for everybody to live 
without working, and for us all to live 
on one another's rates and _ taxes.” 
That, he was glad to say, was not the 
Liberal ideal. The Liberal ideal was to 
raise the individual to a higher plane, 
to enlarge his liberties, to widen his 
opportunities, and to give even to those 
who were born in the lowest ranks a 
chance of tasting the higher joys of life, 


and a chance of contributing to the. 


further greatness of the great nation to 
which they all belonged. 


*THE PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY to rHE LOCAL GOVERN MENT 
BOARD (Dr. MAcNAMARA, Camberwell, 
N.) said he need not tell hon. Members 


Mr. Harold Cox, 
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that since he became a Member of the 
House and for many years before he had 
| taken a very great interest in this matter, 
He, therefore, hoped his intervention 
would not be considered impertinent, 
although he was not a Scotsman, 
nor was he a Scottish Member. While 
he admired the greac courage of 
the hon. Member for Preston, he did 
not think he was entitled to speak on be- 
half of what were Liberal ideals, when it 
was remembered that he had systemati- 
cally voted against the Government 
on all such questions. On the question 
of the feeding of hungry children and the 
condition of the poor children in the 
great cities the hon. Member, who 
volunteered evidence before the Com- 
mittee which considered the question, 
admitted that he did not speak from 
experience of children, but from theory. 
The first question of the hon. Member 
was— 

*“You are Member for Preston, I think ?— 
Yes. 

“Have you any experience of the Schools 
in Preston? Very little. 

“You have never examined the cases of 
hungry children in connection with then 
there 7—No. 

“Have you anywhere had experience in con- 
nection with the children in these schouls ?— 
No [ do not speak from experience ot 
children, ” 


Later on the hon. Member said— 

“T am not speaking from experience, I am 
speaking if you like from theory ;” 
and further he was asked at Question 
3747— 

“You have had very little experience in 

elementary schools in Preston or anywhere 
else ?—I might say I have no personal experi- 
of elementary schools.”’ 
Therefore, he did not put it unkindly, 
but he could not permit the — hon. 
Member’s claim to speak from anything 
in the nature of practical experience 
on this important question. 


Mr. HAROLD COX: I did not make 
any such claim. 


*Dr. MACNAMARA said he did not 
wish to put it unkindly, but he thought 
that fact must discount the weight of the 
arguments of the hon. Member. It was 
a remarkable fact that the whole move- 
ment for empowering local education 
authorities to make provision for the feed- 
ing of hungry children, without economic 
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abuse or in any way undermining 
parental responsibility, which the House 
did last December, was really initiated in 
Scotland. The Royal Commission on 
Physical Training in Scotland in 1893 was 
appointed on a very narrow reference. 
It was appointed to inquire into the 
opportunities for physical training now 
available in the State-aided schools and 
other educational institutions of Scotland, 
and to suggest a means by which such 


tote) 
training might be made to conduce to the 
welfare of the pupils. Outside that 
it was not to go. What was the 


remarkable conclusion to which the Com- 
mission came ? It was this— 

“We think that an obligation for the proper 
supervision of those who come for instruction 
should be regarded as one of the duties of 
school authorities and that teachers should be 
instructed to take note of all children ap- 
parently ill-fed. Unless children receive 
sufficient nourishment they cannot be expected 
to profit by the mental or physical training 
provided for them.” 

Then there was the Report of the 
Committee on Physical Deterioration in 
1904, and the Report of the Inter- 
Departmental Committee on medical in- 
spection and the feeding of school children 
by voluntary aid, and the Resolution of 
the House on 18th April, 1905, which at 
the instance of Sir Bamford Slack said— 
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“That in the opinion of this House Local 
Education Authorities should be empowered 
(as unanimously recommended by the Inter- 
Departmental Committee on Physical Deteri- 
oration, 1904) to make provision under such | 
regulations and conditions as they may decide 
for insuring that all children at any public 
elementary school in their area shall receive | 
proper nourishment before being subjected | 
to mental or physical instruction and for 
recovering the cost where expedient from the 
parents or guardians.” 

On that a remarkable discussion took 
place, and Sir George Bartley moved as 
an Amendment that the meals should be 

asain . » y 
provided under the Poor Law by the 
guardians. ‘That Amendment was re- 
jected by 100 to 64. The main objection 
to last year’s Bill from Scotland was not 
on the merits of the case, but because the 
educational authorities there claimed that 
they were not the proper persons to 
carry out the work; the question was 
not whether it was needed or not, but 
that education money, so called, ought 
not to be spent on that purpose. In 
this House it was determined, as he had 
just said, that the education authority 
and not the board of guardians were to 








provide the food. The suggestion that it 
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should be provided by the board of 
guardians was rejected by 100 to 64 
votes. The hon. Member for Glasgow 
and Aberdeen Universities had said that 
the Committee did not call many Scottish 
witnesses. The hon. Member was a 
member of the Committee, and he could 
have asked for further evidence. 


Srk HENRY CRAIK: I was quite 
satisfied with the witnesses who were 
called. 


*Dr. MACNAMARA: Then the hon. 
Gentleman acmitted that they got 
enough Scottish evidence. He thought 
his case was that sufficient evidence was 
not called from Scotland. 


Mr KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tyd- 
vil) said some witnesses tendered their 
evidence in favour of the Bill, but were 
not accepted by the Committee owing to 
lack of time. 


*Sir HENRY CRAIK said that the 
Committee had not come to any decision 
to refuse to hear further witnesses. 
They were not consulted on the subject. 


*Dr. MACNAMARA said he believed 
that to be quite true. When the Bill 
was sent down to this House on 6th, 7th, 
and 13th December, they had three very 
lengthy sittings, and all the Amendments 
put down by hon. Members opposite were 
rejected by, roughly, a majority of 250 
to 39, and when the particular Amendment 
rendered it necessary to proceed with 
this Bill to-day was taken its fate was 
the most unhappy of all. On the pro- 
posal to strike out Clause 7 being moved 
it was discussed, and the House proceeded 
to a division. Mr. Speaker said he 
thought the Ayes had it, but his decision 
was again challenged, whereupon Mr. 
Speaker said it appeared to him that 
the division was frivolously claimed, 
and he asked hon. Members to stand 
up in their places, and hon. Members 
who challenged the decision to the 
number only of thirteen stood up and 
Mr. Speaker decided that the Ayes had it. 
In another place Clause 7 was moved 
to be struck out, and in a House of forty- 
seven Peers twenty-eight voted to omit 
it. He had the greatest respect for the 
Peers, of course; but he did not think 
a House of forty-seven was sufficient to 
upset the result of the long and tedious 
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deliberations of this House on the 
subject. The question they were deter- 
mining was whether or not the prin- 
ciple of the Bill which had _ been 
generally accepted was needed in Scot- 
land. The Royal Commission on Physical 
Training in Scotland had collected most 
weighty evidence in regard to the condi- 
tion of the children. He would like to 
read some of the evidence. Mr. G. W. 
Alexander, M.A., clerk to the School 
Board of Glasgow, was questioned by 
Sir Thomas Coats— 

“You said that in one school the head 
master thought very little advantage was got 
from physical training, because the children 
were ill-fed and ill-clothed; would that fact 
apply to more than one of your schools ? ” -— 
“Yes; and the curious thing is that in one or 
two similar schools the head masters think 
that the physical training is all the more neces- 
sary because of that fact.” 
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The head master of the Portree public 
school said— 

“The majority of the children are well-fed ; 
but one cannot fail to notice from the pinched 
faees of a number of them that considerable 
poverty prevails.” 

Miss Flora Stevenson, whose memory he 
revered, and who had done a great work 
for education, in her evidence said that 
when she was Chairman of the Edinburgh 
School Board, the great difficulty with 
which thev had to deal was the physical 
condition of the children, who were 
“half-starved and ill-clad.” That was Miss 
Flora Stevenson’s deliberate conclusion. 
The evidence given before that Royal 
Commission justified the hon. Member in 
asking for the Second Reading of the 
Bill. Reference had been made to a 
circular which had been issued. It se* 
forth that if the Bill were applied to 
Scotland it would do “serious injury.” 
He could not seehow. They could take it 
or leave it, for it was purely a domestic 
matter: and how it could harm Scotland 
was beyond his comprehension. It had 
been said, and this was partly the case 
made against the supporters of the Bill, 
that the measure was promoted by the 
Collectivist wing of the Labour Party. 
He was sure his hon. friend did not 
know the whole of the facts as regarded 
the action which had been taken. For 
six years Sir John Gorst himself, and the 
Member for Hoxton, who certainly 
could not be considered a Member of the 
Collectivist wing, and many hon. Members 


Dr. Macnamara. 
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on both sides, notably his hon. friend the 
hon. Baronet the Member for Wigan, who 
had always taken a warm and active in- 
terest in this matter, and who, also, was 
not a Member of the Collectivist wing of 
the Labour party, had all done their best 
by private Motion and by drafting a 
Bill to push the question forward, 
That had been done long before there 
was a separate Labour Party in the 
House. They were unsuccessful in the 
ballot; but they got one night on the 
Private Members’ ballot, and they brought 
the matter forward. They were very 
grateful to those who took interest in 
education who had taken up this move- 
ment and conducted it to the point of 
getting the matter before the House 
and carrying it forward to Second Read- 
ing. It was not true that the movement 
had been initiated in that House by the 
Collectivist wing of the Labour Party. It 
had been carried forward by men of warm 
heart, and ofall Parties ; and it was being 
carried along to-day by rien of warm 
heart on lines which would not infringe 
economic principles nor undermine 
parental responsibility. It was said that 
the proposal would strike a blow at 
parental responsibility, family life, and 
individual character. He had traversed 
that statement so many times that he 
need not go over the ground again. 
He contended, and he was _ profoundly 
convinced of it, that it was the charitable 
method, where they had no means of 
following up those responsible,which was 
emasculating parental responsibility. A 
system such as was now proposed would 
afford a ready means to make the parent 
pay if he was able to pay ; and, of course, 
a person suffering from misfortune or 
illness would be in no sense pauperised 
by the provision of meals for his children. 
Indeed, he contended that the principle 
which he supported would afford a means 
of developing the sense of parental 
responsibility. He did not pretend to be 
acquainted with the Scottish point of 
view, but he had discussed the subject 
for many years; he had gone into many 
Scottish schools, and he knew a fair amount 
about Scottish education. He readily 
admitted that a deep sense of proud 
independent self-reliance filled the 
Scottish breast, and he hoped it would 
always be a great asset of the Empire ; but 
he did not think it was by way of being 
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a national insult to suggest that a Bill of ' 


this sort should be passed for Scotland. 
In any case, no locality need apply it if it 
did not wish to do so; and if the Scottish 
sense of pride and self-reliance caused 
every child in Scotland to be carefully 
nurtured, in order that this scheme might 
be rendered unnecessary, no one would 
be better pleased than himself and the hon. 
Member who had moved the Second 
Reading, which he would do his best to 
assist him in securing that afternoon. 


*Mr. R. DUNCAN (Lanarkshire, Govan) 
the proposal of the hon. 
Glasgow and Aberdeen 
Universities. If, as had been said, there 
considerable belief in Home 
Rule for Scotland, then he submitted 
that it was only reasonable that 
they should ascertain what was Scottish 
opinion on this subject before they pro- 
ceeded to take action. It was said that 
in Scotland they had practical indepen- 
dence of character and _ self-reliance, 
and they were most anxious, whatever 
arrangements were made in regard to 
social conditions, to preserve that in- 
dependence of character. So far as his 
experience of Scotland went, all he 
could say was that the Scottish people 
did not want to be pauperised, though 
he admitted that there was a section 
who did not value that spirit of in- 
dependence, but spent their money 
in a way which prevented the proper 
discharge of their parental obligations. 
There were some, he was sorry to say, 
who were earning a wage of perhaps 
several pounds a week, who devoted such 
a portion of their earnings to drink and 
other objects as was inconsistent with 
proper regard for their own families. 
He thought they must all admit that the 
first principle was that the child must 
be fed, and could not receive instruction 
properly unless it was fed : secondly, that 
they must deal drastically with the de- 
faulting parent. Nevertheless, it was only 
fair, while recognising those principles, 
that they should ascertain the opinion 
of the Scottish people on this matter. 
The S-cretarv to the Local Govern- 
ment Board, who was then sitting in 
solitary responsibility on the Treasury 
Bench, had described, in sympathetic 


supported 
Member for 


Was a 


terms, the condition of some of these poor 


children; but while they sought to im- 
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prove their surroundings and _ physical 
condition, let them take care that they 
did not do anything which would affect 
the sense of parental responsibility. 
Let them take care that the State did not 
provide for the community a silver spoon 
which would lead in the end to parents, 
and their children after them, not exer- 
cising their faculties, but living as in 
an ant hill, or other collection of low :r 
animals, without the aspirations which 
characterised humanity. 


Mr. FINDLAY (Lanarkshire, N.E.) 
said he desired to express the feeling he 
entertained upon this most intricate 
question, from the point of view which he 
had heard expressed by members of 
school boards in Scotland. There was a 
very strong feeling in Scotland that suffi- 
cient voluntary means existed to deal 
with the question in its entirety; and 
there was also a feeling that Scottish 
sentiment was decidedly against anything 
which would tend to weaken the 
parental sense of duty and responsi- 
bility, or to pauperism, by releasing 
parents from the duty of looking 
after their children. They all realised 
the difficulties that surrounded the ques- 
tion, and thev all agreed that everything 
that could be done to assist young 
children to the possession of healthy 
minds and healthy bodies ought to be 
encouraged, and every means adapted 
to that end taken. But he had a very 
strong opinion, which he wished to 
see emphasised in every way possible, 
that the responsibilit¥ of the home should 
be conserved as necessary to the future 
well-being of the nation. It was a 
melancholy fact that the method of the 
upbringing of children in many homes 
was responsible for much that occurred. 
Temptations in the way of the working 
classes should be lessened as much as 
possible, and parental responsibility 
developed in every way. He  sup- 
ported the Bill because it was per- 
missive. It did not stipulate that any- 
thing must be done, but laid down that 
certain things might be done if needed. 
Although he had the greatest sympathy 
with those who were afraid of widening 
the area of pauperism and _ lessening 
parental responsibility, he could not see 
that there was any serious objection to 
the Bill now before the House. At the 
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present time a great many things were 
weakening self-reliance and destroying 
the homes of the poor, and they ought to 
do everything they could to make i: 
easier for them to do right and more 
difficult to do wrong. It would be a 
great help if those connected with the 
work of the churches, school boards, and 
other public bodies interested in the well- 
being of the young people, would get more 
into touch with the homes of the poor. 
Whilst he fully recognised the dangers 
which had been alluded to, he thought the 
Bill contained provisions which ought to 
be encouraged. Therefore he would 
support the Second Reading. 
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Mr. MUNRO FERGUSON 
Burghs) did not think the Socialistic 
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standpoint had much to do with the | 


question. He had taken the most in- 
tense interest in this subject for many 
vears, and he was able to look at one or 
two proposals in the Bill from the point 
of view of actual practical work. He 
agreed with the mover that the feed- 
ing of children was most required in 
the country districts, and not in the 
towns. He thought every country dis- 
trict ought to have its provision for meals 
in the shape of a kitchen, at any rate 
during some portion of the year. That 
was his experience of the matter in 
Scotland. Personally he would like 
to see the first clause made obligatory on 
the school boards. It had been said 
that school boards already possessed 
these powers, but there seemed to be a 
sood deal of doubt upon the point, and 
although it was true that the Scottish 
Education Department had never put 
any obstacles in the way of providing 
such meals, yet they had never gone the 
length of issuing a circular in favour 
of them. In most cases in Scotland at 
the present time provision for meals 
for the children was made by voluntary 
arrangements. If the facilities included 
in this measure had been provided before 
much greater progress would have been 
made by this time. His experience was 


that wherever they had started centres | 


for these meals by voluntary agencies 
there had been no financial difficulties 
whatever. In one parish the meals were 


supplied free, although he did not think | 


that wasa good system. In other parishes 
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charged which practically covered the 
expense, and there had never been the 
slightest difficulty in working out the 


scheme. In the past, school boards had 
been very slack in the matter. The 
providing of meals in the way 
proposed not only enabled them to 
feed the hungry children, but it 
also provided them with an ex- 


cellent training in domestic economy, 
The trouble was not so much the lack 
of food as the misuse of it and bad cook- 
ing. In times of serious trade depression 
in the large towns of Scotland it was 
absolutely necessary to make provision 
for the feeding of children, and he did 
not think that the evil was one which 
could be met by the machinery 
already in existence. As regarded re- 
sorting to the rates, he did not take a very 
strong view upon that point, although he 
was rather opposed to rate-aid. He 
yielded to no man in regard to the great 
importance of the question. They were 
now discussing only a small part of an 
immense subject. The difficulty was that 
there would be a great reluctance on the 
part of education authorities to putting 
an Act of this kind into operation. That 
applied not only to the education 
authorities, but to those who elected them 
as well. Therefore they had to meet the 
lukewarmness, not only of the education 
authorities themselves but also of the 
ratepayers, who would be very slow to 
avail themselves of the advantages of the 
Act. He was afraid the Bill would be 
a discouragement to voluntary effort, 
although it might be encouraged by the 
compulsory provision of the necessary 
equipment for providing the meais. As 
long as the system worked under a 
voluntary arrangement it would be 
preferable, but if it was a question of the 
rates as against charitable institutions, 
he would be in favour of using the rates. 
If the system could be worked apart 
from free meals he thought it ought to 
be so worked. He would not deal now 
with the question of parental responsi- 
bility. because he was in hopes that the 
Government would deal with that subject 
in their Education Bill. He would, 
however, like to make it as difficult as 
possible for the school boards to avoid 
appointing a committee to deal with 
the important question of the feeding 


with which he was connected, fees were | of the children. 


Mr. Findlay. 
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Sr F. BANBURY (City of London) | question. 
said that no doubt he would be attacked | the well-being of the nation. 
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It was a question relating to 
Those who 


for venturing to intervene in a Scottish | took the view of the hon. Member for 
debate, but he claimed as much right to | Preston and himself were actuated by 
express his opinion upon a Scottish | quite as kind motives towards children 


measure as Scottish Members had to speak | as_hon. 
The hon. Member for | Bill. 


upon English Bills. 
Leith Burghs said he would like to make | 
the first clause of the Bill compulsory. | 

He would point out to the hon. Member | 
that the general tendency would | 
be to make the Bill compulsory. It | 
would first be adopted by one or two 
school boards, and afterwards great 
pressure would be brought to bear on | 
other school boards to do the same. | 
Therefore the feeling that the oes 
was permissive would not be any safe- | 
guard, but rather the reverse. The 
Secretary to the Local Government 
Board had laid great stress upon a 
circular to the effect that the Bill had | 
been introduced by the Collectivist wing 
ofthe Labour Party, and had said that that | 
was not so. The fact remained that | 
the Bill was so introduced. With regard 
to the hon. Member’s statement that 
Socialism and Collec'ivism had nothing 
to do with the introduction of the Bill, he | 
pointed out that the hon. Member himself, 
accompanied by Lady Warwick and Sir 
John Gorst, had visited a school in 
London out of which great capital was 
made. His belief was that the warm 
hearts of the hon. Gentleman and 
of Sir John Gorst had led them | 
into illusions and mistakes on that 
celebrated occasion, otherwise they would | 
have come to conclusions exactly the | 
opposite of those which they had formed. | 

Nobody would deny that Lady War- | 
wick was a prominent member of the 
Party referred to. She was certainly a | 
Collectivist Socialist. She was one of ‘he 
celebrated trio who had made the present | 
Bill and the Bill of last year possible. | 
Sir John Gorst was an able man, but he | 
held extreme opinions at times, and they | 
could not take him as a man whose | 
common-sense on a matter of this sort 
ought to be considered as very great. The 
hon. Member had also said that the hon. 
Member for Preston was not an ex- 
ponent of Liberal ideas. He was an 








exponent of common-sense, and that, 
he thought, was as good as, if not better | 
than, an exponent of Liberal ideas. He 
himself agreed that this was not a Party | 
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| clothing, 


‘result was that only 


Members who supported the 
Their only difference was not as 
to the end, but as to the method. It had 
| been pointed out that the hon. Member for 
Preston admitted in his evidence before 
the Select Committee on last year’s Bill 
that he had had no experience of element- 
|aryschools. At any rate the hon. Member 
had some experience of human nature. 
Human nature being what it was, the 
chances were that, if the State provided 
food for children, a majority of the 
parents would say that if there was a 
good thing to be had they would avail 
themselves of it, and spendin other ways 
the money which they would otherwise 
have spent on food for their children. 
That was a trait of human nature which 
it did no‘ need experience of elementary 
schools to verify. The sense of parental 
responsibility would be weakened, and 
they should be putting on the State a 
duty that ought to be put on the parent. 
The master of one of the large London 


| . . o 
' schools said he was not in favour of the 


Bill. Besides, medical men had pointed 
out that what children really suffered 
from was not so much wan of food as 
insanitary conditions at home, want of 
and badly prepared or un- 
suitable food. The Bill would in no 
way remedy that state of matters. The 
hon. Member opposite had stated that 
when the rejection of Clause 7 in last 
year’s Bill was moved in this House, Mr. 
Speaker, holding that a division was 
frivolously claimed, called on Members 
opposing the clause to stand up. The 
thirteen Members 
stood up. He would like to point out that 
a considerable number of Members had 
gone into the “No” Lobby after a 
division was challenged under the im- 
pression that a division would take place 
in the ordinary course. Those Members 


'were not aware of what was going on in 
| the House at the time the request to stand 


up was made. He was one of those in 


| the ‘‘ No” Lobby, and there were several 
| others. 


The debate had only lasted 
twenty minutes, and it took ‘place at 
three o’clock in the morning. A very 
large number of Members could not 


O 
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be expected to be ready to divide at that 
hour. Therefore, he did not think that 
the hon. Gentleman’s suggestion really 
came to very much. If parents who, owing 
to their unfortunate circumstances, were 
going to avail themselves of this Bill 
because they could not afford to provide 
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food for their children, the probability | 


was that they could not clothe them. 
If such a Bill were passed the natural 
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of all the large school boards in Scotland, 
except Glasgow and Aberdeen, and of the 
Scottish School Boards Association, a 
Resolution was adopted to the effect that 
Parliament should not pass any legisla- 
tion which would place the feeding of 
school children on the rates. The School 
Boards of Glasgow and Aberdeen pre- 
ferred to wait for any proposals sub- 


| mitted to Parliament before conferring 


consequence would be a demand that | 
children should also be clothed at the | 


public expense. Was not that the idea 
for which the Labour representatives were 
really striving? Their idea was that 


children should be maintained by the | 


State, and if this measure were passed 
the rest would follow. [An Hon. MEMBER 
“Hear, hear!”] The hon. Member 
cheered that; he admitted that it was 
the logical consequence. That was prac- 
tically what the Collectivist wing of the 
Radical Party desired. A large number 
of Members on the Opposition side of 
the House, and some Members on the 
other side, including the hon. Member 
for Preston, strenuously opposed the Bill 
which was passed for England last year. 
Would it not be well to wait for two or 
three years and see whether the prog- 
nostications of those who opposed that 
measure were or were not correct. 

i ; 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) said 
the conditions in Scotland were different. 


Sir F. BANBURY said he was glad to 
hear that. He regarded the hon. Member 
asa great authority onall Scottish matters. 
If the conditions prevailing in Scotland 
were different, he claimed the hon. Mem- 
ber to vote with him against the Bill. 
If the hon. Member was correct it was 
evident that the Bill was not necessary 
for Scotland. The hon. Member for the 
Govan division of Lanarkshire had said 
that the sturdy independence of the 
Scottish nature would not allow the people 
to accept a Bill of this sort. 


Mr. WEIR indicated dissent. 

Sir F. BANBURY asked whether 
the attention of the hon. Member had 
been called to a circular issued by 
the Edinburgh School Board, stating 
that at a conference the representatives 


Sir F. Banbury. 


on the subject. ' The House was getting 
into rather a curious position on the 
question of procedure. They had at 
the present moment the Bill which had 
been introduced by the hon. Member for 
Leicester, and the Government had 
announced that they intended to intro- 
duce a Bill of their own on the subject. 
He asked the Lord Advocate what the 
Government intended to do, to introduce 
their own Bill, or to take up the Bill of the 
Labour Party. If the Bill were merely 
brought forward in order to obtain a 
Second Reading and nothing more, he 
did not know that it was. necessary to 
offer very strenuous resistance to it ; but 
if the Government intended to give way to 
hon. Gentleman below the gangway and 
to put their own Bill in the fire, then stren- 
uous opposition to this Bill was necessary. 
He had had sent to him a Memorandum 
which he presumed had also been sent 
to other Members of the House; there 
were four pages of signatures to it by 
people in Scotland connected with various 
forms of philanthropic work, including 
representatives of the Association for 
improving the Condition of the Poor in 
Perth and neighbourhood, the Perth 
Girls’ School of Industry, the Dundee 
School Children’s Free Dinner Fund, 
the Charity Organisation Society, and 
the Society for Prevention of Cruelty to 


Children. One of the paragraphs in the 
Memorandum was in the following 
terms— 


“ Tt would strike a blow at parental responsi- 
bility, family life, and independence of character, 
as all indiscriminate doles invariably do, and 
further, would encourage the  collectivist 
teaching that it is the duty of the State to 
provide food, clothing, and accommodation 
for all. In Paris the municipal grant to the 
Caisses des Ecoles, which was £19,200 in 1881. 
had risen in 1900 to £40,000, and the proportion 
of meals paid for by parents has steadily de- 
clined until in 1903, according to the White 
Book issued by our Foreign Office, it was 
only about 25 per cent. of the meals supplied. 
taking the average of the cantines scolaires in 
all arrondissements of Paris.”’ 
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That was a very important statement, 
because it dealt with actual experience. 
In dealing with the question they were 
merely advancing theories; they really 
did not know what the result would be. 
The Bill passed last year had only been 
in operation in England to a very small 
degree. But here was a striking in- 
stance in Paris of a similar provision. 
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Dr. MACNAMARA: There is no pro- 
vision whatever for following up the 
parent in Paris, the parent is never fol- 
lowed up, and no question is ever asked 
under any circumstances. 


Sir F. BANBURY said that the 
process of following up the parent 
under this Bill and the Bill of last 
session was really a process which 
some of them believed would be prac- 
tically null and void. They contended 
last year that in the first place pay- 
ment should be demanded from the 
parent before a child was given food, 
that the Poor Law guardians should be 
empowered to provide food, and collect 
the money. They did so on the ground 
that the guardians would have some 
knowledge of the people in question, 
and that they would have some power 
to enforce payment. On those points 
they were beaten, and as the Act of last 
year stood it was the education authority 
which had power to compel payment if 
they thought it right to do so. Clause 
2 of the Bill now before the House pro- 
vided— 

“There shall be charged to the parent of 
every child in respect of every meal furnished 
to that child under this Act such an amount 
as may be determined by the school board, and 
in the event of payment not being made by the 
parent, it shall be the duty of the board, unless 
they are satisfied that the parent is unable by 
reason of circumstances other than his own 
default to pay the amount, to require the pay- 
ment of that amount from that parent, and 
any such amount shall be recoverable as if 
such amount were a sum or sums of aliment 


within the meaning of the Civil Imprisonment 
(Scotland) Act, 1882. 


On both sides they were only talking 


theoretically ; they did not know what 
the Bill would do. 


Mr. AINSWORTH (Argyllshire): We 
do claim to know something of the people 
in the kingdom of Scotland. 
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said he should 
be the last to say that Scottish 
Members did not know a great deal. 
That was not the point in question. The 
real point was that at present nobody 
could tell what parents would do in re- 
gard to the matter of payment for meals 
supplied to school children. His own 
opinion was that the provision as to 
payment would prove illusory. It would 
be difficult to enforce. It would be 
almost impossible to enforce it, because of 
the complicated forms of procedure 
which it would entail. The memo- 
randum from which he had already 
quoted also contained the following :— 

“ The result of the Local Government Board 
Order of 1905 was that in Bradford over £1,300 
was expended in feeding children, and§only 
£3 was recovered from parents. 


To sum up his objections to the Bill, 
he believed, in the first place, that it was 
premature, and that the least they could 
do was to wait two or three years in 
order to see the effect of the English 
Act. It could not be urged that there 
was any very violent hurry, because the 
children of Scotland had been the most 
highly educated of any children in the 
United Kingdom. Then he had en- 
deavoured to show that the Bill would 
lighten parental responsibility, which 
he believed, was already inclined to be 
not as serious as it should be, and any- 
thing which tended to lighten that re- 
sponsibility would be a grave source 
of injury to the nation. For these rea- 
sons he should support the Amendment. 


*Mr. MALLET (Plymouth) said that the 
only question really between himself and 
hon. Gentlemen below the gangway 
opposite was one of method. It was not 
whether these children should have food, 
clothes, boots, and many other neces- 
saries of life, but whether those needs 
could not be met better by organising 
personal and individual effort rather than 
by throwing the duty on any administra- 
tive body. His belief was that in- 
dividual effort could bring to bear an 
amount of care and attention on the 
work of supplying meals to children 
which could not be given by any official 


body. And it should be remembered 
that there were many children who 
suffered from troubles for which 
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breakfasts and dinners were no _ suffi- | mony of all had been unanimous against 
cient cure. The Act passed last year | authorising public expenditure for the 
for England laid down two perfectly | feeding of children. He admitted that the 
distinct principles—first, the principle | Bill was permissive, but why should they 
that voluntary effort ought to be or-| pass a Bill enabling the local authorities 
ganised, and secondly, the principle, | todosomething which they did not intend 
which was quite independent and irrecon- | todo? The school boards of Glasgow and 
cilable with it, as he thought, that the | Edinburgh were against the Bill. In 
assistance of the rates should be called | Edinburgh the chairman of the school 
in, which, if resorted to, would inevitably | board said that the question had actually 
kill the voluntary appeal. If they | been fought at a sort of miniature general 
wanted to make efficient and universal | election, that he himself had held forty 
the voluntary provision on the subject,| meetings on the subject, and that a 
they were unlikely to get it if they | regular canvass was made. There was 
called in the aid of the rates. Hej|no doubt that the Edinburgh School 
maintained, as he had done last; Roard was largely elected to oppose 
vear when the English Bill was being the feeding of school children from the 
discussed, that the need for rate aid} rates. An hon. Member had quoted the 
was not proved, and never had been. ; work of a lady, Miss Flora Stevenson, 
Charitable funds of sufficient amount whose services to all good public causes 
were always to be obtained for the | in Scotland were enough to blot out the 
purpose when they chose to ask for | sinsof many suffragettes. That lady was 
them. [An Hon. Memper: “ No.’’] He | given the very rare honour of the presen- 
thought there was no question of that; | tation of the freedom of the City of 
and the real need of food, though | Edinburgh for her public work, especially 
severe and cruel, was not so universal as among school children, and she took 
some persons supposed. The question advantage of that memorable occasion 
now was whether they ought to apply the | to refer to the subject under discussion. 
principle of the English Ac’, which was | She declared that the danger to be faced 
confessedly experimental, and which | was not apathy or indifference, but un- 
was not carried without some mis-| wise and indiscriminate zeal, and ex- 
sivings on that side of the House, to pressed her profound conviction, founded 
Scotland, in face of the strong protest of | on many years’ study of the question that 
the educational authorities of that | it would be an evil day if the 
country. His hon. friend had referred | legislature put on the school boards the 
to the evidence on the subject. He con- duty of ‘providing public funds for 
fessed that with him it was largely a| the feeling of school children. She 
question of evidence, and _ it was | knew it was said that the parents 
the evidence which convinced him) would be made to pay for the meals 
that they ought not, at present at given, but experience had shown the diffi- 
any rate, to give up voluntary schemes culty of recovering money from parents 
as hopeless and fall back in despair | for maintaining their children in in- 
upon State aid. The Report of the dustrial schools. She believed in volun- 
Royal Commission on Physical Deteriora- | tary effort, but that meant more in- 
tion in Scotland used the strongest dividual work. There was money 
language against State aid. The Com- enough, and more than enough; what 
missioners were “ entirely of opinion” that | Was wanted was patient, careful. personal 
any provision of meals, even if it were work. He admitted that that was only 
necessary or convenient, should be volun- | 22 individual opinion, although he 
tary, and not by means of State aid. thought that that testimony ought to 
Then there was the draft Report drawn | C@Try great weight. He, and those who 
up by the Secretary to the Board of ; agreed with him, wanted this big issue 
Education, who presided over the Select | #8 to whether children were to be fed out 
Committee of last year, which summed | Of the rates or not to be thrashed out 
up very ably the result of their inquiry. | thoroughly amongst thinking people, and 
That Report stated that five Scottish | 1f the argument in favour of it was fully 
witnesses were examined, including mem- | established, he for one would stand aside. 
bers from school boards, and the testi- He did not in the meantime wish to see the 
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country drifting into a system of feeding | one and the school board need no: adopt 


children out of the rates, which must, in 
his view, inevitably weaken the splendid 
independence of the Scottish people. 


*Mr. EUGENE WASON (Clackmannan 
and Kinross) said that the hon. Baronet 
the Member for the City of London 
had asked why Scotland could not 
wait to see how the Ac: passed for 
England last year worked. If the hon. 
Baronet had been a Member for a Scottish 
constituency, he would have realised, 
as he had, the intense indignation there 
was in Seotland that that country had 
been cut out, at the last moment, of the 
provisions of the Act last year. He 
spent a very pleasant fortnight in his 
constituency during the Christmas vaca- 
tion, and in every place where he ad- 
dressed meetings he alluded to the 
measure and the treatment it had re- 
ceived in the House of Lords, and he 
could assure the House that the feeling 
was very strong indeed against the 
action of the other Chamber, and in favour 
of the benefit of the Act being extended 
to Scotland. When the hon. Mentber 
for Glasgow and Aberdeen Universities 


last year moved the rejection of 
the Bill he could not get a 


single Scottish Member to support him. 
The opposition to the Bill came mainly 
fom Englishmen, and he ventured to 
say that nine-tenths of the Scottish 
representatives and of the Scottish 
people were in favour of it. When the 
hon. Member for Preston told the story 
about the lady who had a drunken 
husband, and felt glad that that lady had 
lived at a time before the English Bill 
was passed, because the story showed that 
the husband had still sufficient affection 
for his children as to bring home some 
money to feed them, he must remind 


him tha’ if this Bill were passed 
for Scotland it would be the duty 
of school boards to have fathers 


who neglected to feed their children if 
they had the means summoned and 
made to pay—That was the sort of man 
they hoped to get at by means of 
this Bill—A good deal was heard 
about the weakening of parental 
responsibility, and the bugbear of Social- 
ism was always being trotted out against 


it unless they pleased. Speaking not as a 


| Socialist, but as a Liberal Member, if 


that was all they meant by Socialism he 
wished it with all his heart and soul every 
success. 


*Srr FRANCIS POWELL (Wigan) said 


that his main object in rising was most 


‘emphatically to separate the Unionist 


and Conservative Party altogether from 
opposition to the Bill. It was only anact 
of justice tosay that his righ‘ hon. friend 
the Member for the University of Oxford 
gave last vear’s Bill the most strenuous 
and most intelligent support, and he 
then acted with his right hon. friend. He 
had some acquaintance with the manu- 
facturing districts, and was quite sure 
that a Bill on these lines was required 
in order to meet the wants of the com- 
munity. Having supported the English 
Bill he should certainly vote for a measure 
for Scotland operating in the same direc- 
tion, if such was the view of Mem- 
bers from Scotland. Events had 
marched on since the year 1906; 
at any rate, such had the action of 
public opinion in reference to giving 
powers to help the education authorities 
in their work. Last year both Houses 
of Parliament had approved of the 
principle that the educational authorities 
by medical inspection of the school 
children, and in other respects, should 
have regard to their health. He 
believed that a Bill in that sense would 
be read a second time that day, 
and upon that principle public opinion 
would support the present proposal. 
There was one remark which he might be 
permitted to make in regard to the in- 
dependence of parents. The Bill was 
divided into three parts. The first put 
the entire cost of the food on the parents 
That was a bargain between the parents 
and the educational authorities. The 
next part provided that where voluntary 
funds were wanting, or where the efforts 
of the parents to provide food failed, 
then the charge was to be put on the rates. 
The third part provided that the rate was 
to be limited to a halfpenny in the £. 
He thought that if the Bill were to 
weaken the independence of the people 


‘it would be a great social evil; but 


them. The Bill was a purely premissive | he believed that the Bill was so drafted 
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that the responsibility of parents was 
recognised, the rates were amply pro- 
tected, and the House might safely 
embark on an experiment which was 
both wise and generous. 


Mr. A. DEWAR (Edinburgh, 8.) said 
he was sure that all who wished 
the Bill well were grateful to the hon. 
Baronet the Member for Wigan for his 
excellent speech. He would not detain 
the House long, but he desired to add 
his testimony as to Scottish opinion and 
the representatives of Scottish con- 
stituencies being in favour of this measure. 
The objections to it seemed to him to be 
mainly two. In the first place, that in 
Scotland voluntary effort overtook the 
whole work and covered the entire 
ground. He regretted to say that 
although in Scotland there was as much 
charity as in any other part of the world 
it did not nearly meet the require- 
ments and necessities of the case. He 
was quite certain of that, because he 
knew it not only from Blue-books and 
statistics but from his own experience. 
Dr. Mackenzie, an Inspector of the Local 
Government Board in 
embodied the facts in a report which was 
discreditable to voluntary effort, if it 
was to be considered as_ sufficient. 
His report was to the effect that 50 
per cent. of the children were con- 
stantly underfed, so that they were 
unable to be properly taught. Voluntary 
effort was based upon pity raised by 
suffering, and charity, therefore, came 
along too late to avert the crisis. They 
wanted, however, to avert the crisis, and 
the Bill was a proposal to step in before 
it was reached. Every winter in Edin- 
burgh, for two or three months, soup 
kitchens were kept open, and there some 
of the school children obtained food. 
When he visited the place there were 
over 200 children being fed, and he asked 
the head teacher, who chanced to come 
in, what he thought of that sort of thing. 
The head teacher replied that but for 
that feeding of the children he would 
have to close his school, because the 
children could not learn if they were 
hungry. He said that he would teach 
them, say, a piece of poetry in the 
morning, but they had forgotten it in 
the afternoon. The soup kitchen, he 
added, had been open for a few 


Sir Francis Powell. 
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| weeks, and 


|the inadequacy of 
|if before a soup kitchen was opened 


| now. 
| would be organised inquiry to distin- 
/guish between parents who would not 
|and those who could not pay for the 


Scotland, had | 
people, and no doubt a very large class 
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it was a pleasure to 
teach again, whereas it had been a 
misery to do so before. I showed 
voluntary — effort 


it was a misery to teach. It also showed 
that charity was indiscriminate, because 
although all these children were fed, 
not a single question was asked. There 
was no supervision or control in a feeding 
establishment such as tha , but the Bill 
would enable a school board to exercise 
such supervision and control. It was 
an attempt to establish a system by 


‘means of which the children should be 


fed under some control. There was 
nothing dainty about a soup kitchen, 
which provided children with food which 
was scrambled for, and such a state of 
things was not elevating to the child. 
In the future there would be supervision, 
and a charge would be made _ to 
the parent, whereas no charge was made 
Under the Bill, however, there 


meals. An hon. Member had spoken 
of the independence of the Scottish 


would desire to pay. The principle of 
the Bill was that an inquiry should be 
introduced, and that a child who came to 
school suffering from bad _ nutrition 
should be followed to its home by an 
officer of the Board who would make 
inquiries. The Inspector woul! ascer- 
tain either that the parent was respec- 
table or that he was not. If he was re- 
spectable, and in a position to pay, and 
did not pay, then he could be taken be- 
fore the Sheriff's Court, and the Sheriff 
could give him a term of imprisonment 
for failing to feed his child. That was 
excellent, because in the meantime the 
only institutions that they had for in- 
quiries of that nature, were the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
and the League of Pity, which had no 
authority behind them. If, on inquiry, 
it turned out that the parent was unable 
to pay, then he would not have to pay. 
The hon. Member for Preston opposed 
casting the obligation to provide these 
meals upon public funds; but he did not 
think that the hon. Member would say 
that it was part of the obligation of 
Parliament to visit the sins of the parents 
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upon the children. The child ought not 
to sufier for the neglect of its parent; 
but he thought the parent should suffer 
if he could pay, and that the State should 
be willing to pay in all cases where the 
parent could not do so. They were told 
that such a measure would weaken 
parental authority, responsibility, and 
control, but he did not fear that, for the 
reason that there would still be abun- 
dant opportunity for exercising those 
qualities. At the Edinburgh Academy 
the students could obtain a dinner for 
a shilling, and practically all the children 
took that dinner, and they could not get a 
similar one at home forthesum. Atthe 
Merchant Company’s school, in a similar 
way, a sixpenny dinner was provided. He 
understood that last year the Merchant 
Company made £100 clear profit out of 
those meals. He was unable.to see how 
there could be any difference between 
people whose children had attended that 
class of school and the poorer parent, 
Why should the parental responsibility 
of the poorer parent be undermined any 
more than that of other parents who 
paid for their children’s meals? There 
were parents also who sent their children 
away to schools and did not see them 
during the whole term, but their parental 
responsibility was not lessened. Of 
course if a parent could not pay, the 
case was different, and it was only then 
that the State stepped in. It was ad- 
mitted on all hands that they had many 
hungry children in Scotland, and they 
wanted to see that they were fed, and 
to put it beyond the possibility of doubt 
that no child should suffer through the 
misfortune of an indigent father or be 
forced to learn before it had been fed. 


Mr. J. F. MASON (Windsor) said he 
fully recognised the difficulties in which 
they were placed in dealing with this 
question; but he was one of those who 
thought that an effort should be made 
to overcome those difficulties. He could 
not conceive a more pathetic picture than 
an attempt by a school teacher to fill 
the brains of little children whose bodies 
Were inadequately nourished. But in 
considering legislation of this kind he 
thought they should not fail to take 
into account not only all the facts but 
also all the tendencies which such legisla- 
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sufficient attention had been given to 
what seemed to him to be a likely and de- 
moralising effect of the Bill. It was true, 
as the last speaker had said that some 
of the parents would pay ,and some would 
not. But what he was afraid tyvould 
happen, human nature being what it was, 
was that there would be a tendency on the 
part of those who paid to say, as time 
went on, “ Why should we pay when 
‘So and So’ does not?° and that 
gradually the number of payers would 
decrease. They must therefore be pre- 
pared for the result that in the end they 
would have to pay the whole of the cost 
of the meals. It was true also that the 
school board had the power to recover 
the cost of the meals from the parents of 
the children, but he ventured to think 
that if a very large number of parents were 
attacked it would be found to be quite out 
of the question to continue to institute 
proceedings of that kind against the 
parents of thousands of children, as would 
be the case in big towns. He believed 
that in the end all such attempts to re- 
cover the money would fail. The case 
had been quoted of what took place 
at public schools in England where 
children were boarded out altogether 
and lived for months in a house with 
their teacher. But that case did not 
apply, because there was a deliberate 
contract between the parent and the 
schoolmaster, and there was no question 
of public money and public service 
being brought in. Therefore it seemed 
to him that if they undertook this kind 
of legislation at all they must boldly face 
the possibility that the State, having once 
undertaken it, must do it to the whole 
extent, and be prepared to accept the 
whole of the responsibility of finding 
the money for the purpose. It seemed 
to him that the result of that undoubtedly 
would be not only to loosen the feeling of 
parental responsibility, but certainly to 
dry up the sources of private charity, and 
that therefore those sources must no 
longer be taken into account. If he 
was right in that contention, it was 
useless to talk about limiting the Act 
to a halfpenny rate. If once the State 
undertook the matter the State must go 
through with it, because the parents of 
the children would adopt the idea that it 
was the duty of the State to feed the 
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them themselves. Then it was said 
that the local authority had the right to 
choose whether or not it would take 
action under the Bill. But if one local 
authority in a district took action the 
inhabitants of another place adjoining 
would force their authority to take a 
similar course. The principal object 
which he had in rising was to point out 
that the Bill, in regard to its machinery, 
was illusory, and would therefore be 
useless. The idea of recovering the 
money by law from the parents was 
absolutely illusory; in course of time 
the proposed limitation of a halfpenny 
rate would entirely disappear, and in 
the end, in his judgment, the rate might 
come to any amount, even to several 
shillings in the pound. 
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THE SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Stxcxatr, Forfarshire) said it was cer- 
tainly the hope of the promoters of the Bill 
that the wise exercise of power under 
the measure would assist in bringing 
home to the parents a sense of parental 
responsibility, which they had not at the 
present time. Perhaps, as the question 
was discussed last year at some length, 
and as the debate had gone on for some 
time, it would be convenient for the 
House if he stated the position of the 
Government in regard to it. They had 
had an interesting debate which had gone 
beyond the point to which the hon. 
Gentleman who introduced the Bill had 
endeavoured to restrict it, viz., whether 
that which had been made law for 
England should be made law for Scot- 
land also. There had been a discussion 
upon the merits of the Bill, and he did 
not intend to follow those who had dis- 
cussed them. He was sure that no one 
had a right to complain that the mover 
of the Bill and his supporters had brought 
the question before the House. At the 
same time, he thought it would be a 
sorry day for the House if those who 
differed from proposals brought before it 
did not feel that they were at liberty to 
state their objections. The question 
was whether the House was to repeat 
its decision of last year, or had there been 
any new facts brought forward which 
should induce them to alter their de- 
cision’ He was not denying that in 
many ways, and in many ways for the 
better, Scotland differed from that part of 
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the Kingdom which was south 
Tweed. They had a different 
tional system. They had the adyan- 
tage of the work of the school boards, 
which were more firmly rooted in public 
respect and affection than they were, asa 
rule, south of the Tweed. Nor was he 
concerned to deny that from the Scottish 
point of view no sufficient time and atten- 
tion were given to the Scottish aspect of 
the question by the Select Committee 
to which the Bills of last year were re- 
ferred. He was also ready to admit, 
as the supporters of the Bill had ad- 


mitted, that such evidence as was 
given before that Committee was 


adverse to the Bill. At thefsame;time 
he did not think it should be supposed, 
in regard to a question of this character, 
that because witnesses gave ‘evidence 
against the Bill there was no_opinion in 
favour of it. On such*'a question 
there was often to be found a vast 
mass of voiceless opinion’ which could 
not be expressed, and they ought to be 
careful not to omit it from their con- 
sideration. Let him remind the House 
also that the evidence from Scotland 
was given not so much against the merits 
of the proposal as against the proposed 
machinery and methods of the Bill. It 
could not, as he said last year, be denied 
that the evil did exist in Scotland; and 
that statement was quite unshaken by 
any evidence that had since been 
adduced. There were unquestionably 
necessitous children in Scotland who were 
the victims of neglect, or carelessness, 
or perhaps of poverty, for which they 
could not be blamed, and it was a desir- 
able thing, not as a matter,of abstract 
theory, but as a matter of education 
and educational efficiency, that the 
school boards should have powers, 
which they had not at present, of dealing 
with those cases. As a matter of fact, 
many school boards in Scotland, co- 
operating with voluntary assistance, pro- 
vided a mid-day meal for the children 
and received payment from the parents ; 
but it was not quite clear that in law 
they could do this, and it was necessary 
to set the doubts at rest. He agreed 
that it was a question whether greater 
demoralisation would result if the help 
came ,from the rates than if it came 


from private! charity. {He — trusted 
that the effect of giving these 
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powers to the 
afford them access to much fuller infor- 
mation than they were at present 
able to obtain as to the well-being of 
the children and the conditions and 
well-being of the homes in which the 


children lived. The school boards, in- | 


deed, might do a great deal to raise the 
well-being of the homes, quite apart 
from the feeding of the children. They 
might be pretty sure that the school 
boards in Scotland, if given the full 
powers they should have, would exer- 
cise those powers judiciously, and with 
due regard to the public welfare. 


The Government supported the Bill 
in principle, and assented to __ its 
Second Reading. They might have 


Amendments on details, which they would 
propose at the proper time for the con- 
sileration of those who brought forward 
the Bill. Perhaps he should say a word 
about the Government Bill on the same 
subject. The proposals which the Govern- 
ment would bring forward did not 
conflict with the proposals of this Bill. 
They were intended to be supplementary. 
Regarding the further stages of the 
bill, he assumed that, following on the 
Second Reading, it might be the purpose 
of the Member in charge of the Bill to 
propose its reference to a Grand Com- 
mittee. The Government would have 
no objection to that course. 
sorry that the accident of the ballot did 
not bring the Bill on at a later stage, 
because if ever there was a Bill pre- 
eminently fitted for consideration by a 
Scottish Committee it was this one. 
Though the Government had announced 
their intention of proposing a Scottish 
Grand Committee, it was not possible 
for them to delay proceedings on the 
present Bill. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.) 
said the Bill before the House had 
been most eloquently debated. A good 
deal had been said in its favour and no 
doubt a good deal could be said against 
it. He rose, not with any intention of 
delaying the House in coming to a 
decision, but with the object of asking 
the Government a single question. The 
Government had accepted the principle 
of the Bill so far as Scotland was con- 
cerned, and before the House came to 
a decision he wished to put a question 
which would largely affect the Irish Mem- 
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bers. He wished to know whether the 
Government would give a definite pledge 
to introduce legislation during the present 
session to confer the same boon on Irish 
children who were just as hungry as the 
children of Scotland and England, if not 
more so. 


Mr. J. Ramsay MACDONALD rose 
in his place, and claimed to move, 
“That the Question be now put;” but 
Mr. SPEAKER withheld his assent, and 
declined then to put that Question. 


CoLoNEL LOCK WOOD (Essex, Epping) 
said it was not his intention to delay the 
House more than a few minutes, but as. 
one who had always been associated 
with the feeding of school children 
he claimed a right to say a few words. 
Many Members of the House held 
opinions substantially different from his 
own views. They were afraid that parental 
responsibility would be entirely over- 
looked and encroached upon by the Bill,. 
and that their fears had some foundation 
might be found in the fact that the 
second order on the Paper to-day was 
one to provide, at the expense of the State,. 
not only food for children but also for 
medical attendance. 


Mr. H. J. TENNANT (Berwickshirey 
said that that Bill provided for medical 
inspection, not medical attendance, which 
was a totally different thing. 


CoLtoneL LOCKWOOD admitted that 
medical inspection was a different thing, 
but nobody would deny that it was 
conferring a further benefit on the 
children. He did not propose to argue 
whether it was right or wrong for the 
State to assume that responsibility, but 
only to say that for his own part he 
believed it was the natural sequence of free 
education. In the past they had said that 
the State must educate the children free. 
That being conceded, it was an easy step 
to say that a child should not be hungry 
when he went to school, that he should be 
properly clothed, have his teeth put right, 


and be medically inspected and provided 
| with proper recreation. 


He was one of 
those who voted in favour of the Bill last 
year for England, but he had not yet made 
up his mind as to the way he should vote 
on the present occassion. He had, how- 
ever, been much influenced by the circular 
which he believed everyone in the House 
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had received from Glasgow, and when he 
saw that the School Board for Glasgow 
might be called upon to supply free meals 
for 60,000 children, and, assuming that the 
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school session was forty weeks, the cost of | 


two meals at 11d. each or 1s. 3d. per head 
per week, would mean an annual expendi- 
ture of at least £150,000, apart from the 
interest on the enormous capital expendi- 
ture on buildings and equipment, he 


honestly confessed it had considerable | 


weight with him, especially when he 
found that Scottish Members were not 
agreed upon the question. Another point 
that would weigh with him was the atti- 
tude of the Government upon the Bill. He 
would like to know, were the Government 
going to give facilities for the Bill or 
were they going to bring in a Bill of their 


own containing more drastic provisions. | 


Were they going to drop their Bill and 
adopt this private Member’s Bill, because 
if they were going to adopt the course 
taken last session he could only say he 
should vote against the Bill. He strongly 
objected to the principle of the Govern- 
ment’s adopting private Member's Bills. 


He saw in the Bill a _ considerable 
means, from the Government point 
of view, of avoiding trouble. He 


believed that many thought that if 
they assisted the Bill to pass it would 
avoid giving trouble in their con- 
stituencies, and for that reason they 
welcomed it, but he would have liked 
to have heard from the Secretary for 
Scotland the line that the Government 
proposed to adopt with regard to it. 
Until he heard what their intention was 
he would not be able to vote for the Bill 
upon its merits, as he would like to do. 


*CapTain CRAIG (Down, E.) said that, 
as one of the members of the Committee 
engaged upon the Bill of last year, he 
would like to refer to the conclusion 
arrived at by the Committee which 
made that Bill inapplicable to Scotland. 
He would vote against the Bill for 
the following reasons. If the Bill last 
session had passed into law in the con- 
dition in which it came down from the 
Committee it would have been much 
less objectionable to him than the form in 
which it passed into law. If its applica- 
tion to Scotland was necessary upon those 
lines, every trial should have been given 
to the Bill passed last session. There 
were a great number of opinions 
on that Bill, in the country and in the 


Colonel Lockwood. 
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| House, and having consulted with many 
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of them, and knowing what passed 
in the Committee upstairs last year, he 
would have thought the promoters of 
this Bill would have shown better discre- 
tion if they had allowed a certain time to 
elapse, so that they might have seen 
whether the fears that many entertained 
with regard to the Act of last session 


had any foundation in fact. He 
believed that the reason for the 
Bills being pressed so early in the 


session was in order to escape criticism 
upon the measure which was already 
law for England and Wales, and he 
really thought the risks in a measure 
of such gigantic importance, which 
placed more burdens on the rates and 
ran the grave risk of sacrificing large 
contributions voluntarily given, were so 
great that he was prepared to vote 
against the Bill. He would like to 
have strong evidence coming from the 
great cities of Scotland in favour of the 
measure before he could vote for it. The 
3ill went much farther than its promoters 
had any idea of. Those who took a 
conscientious interest in the Bill last 
year were under the impression that 
it was to deal with necessitous 
children, and so it was up to the last 
moment, when it was altered in such a 
manner as to put an obligation on all 
schools to provide meals for all children. 
That was the reason why it met with 
such opposition from the Opposition. Had 
it been promoted from the point of view 
of relieving those who from stress of 
circumstances were unable to feed their 
children, there would not have been the 
slightest objection to it from that side 
of the House. But they were now face 
to face with a great scheme which placed 
the local authorities all over Scotland in 
the position that, if a few faddists desired 
to start a large canteen, the local rates 
were to be charged, even if the feeling 
among the large section of the people 
was that it would do harm in that 
particular part of the country. During 
the recess he had taken the opportunity 
to make the most careful inquiries in 
Scotland of those interested in the matter, 
and he was assured, in the interests of 
the children themselves, that there 
was no neccessity for such a measure. 
In the large country districts the in- 
habitants seemed to resent the idea that 
temptation should be placed in tke way 
of their children by charity such as 
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this measure might lead to in time. 
It was because he felt that all the 
evidence put before the 
pointed to the fact that the children 
coming hungry to the schools was 
due more to wrong treatment at home, 
to the want of knowledge on the 
part of parents of how to feed 
young children and bring them up 
properly than to inability to supply 
them with a breakfast in the morning 
ora dinner in the middle of the day 
that he opposed the Bill. He was 
now only dealing with the principles 
of the Bill, but when it came to the 
Committee Stage he would do his ut- 
most to rectify some of the most grievous 
mistakes made in the measure of last year. 
The actual amount of money necessary 
to accomplish the ends in view was out 
of all proportion to the good to be done. 
The Bill would be exceedingly costly to 
carry out, and in the end would only 
accomplish that which local charity was 
doing at the present time. Had those 
in charge of the Bill been really sincere 
in their endeavours to alleviate the 
distress in Scottish school districts 
it would have been'far better for them 
to have come to the House later in 
the session or better still to have per- 
mitted another year to pass to allow a 
fair trial of the Act which was passed 
last year for England and Wales. 


CoLtonEL LOCKWOOD asked if the 
right hon. Gentleman the Secretary for 
Scotland would answer his question as 
to whether the Government intended to 
vive facilities to the Bill. 


Mr. SINCLAIR said that the question 
of the Government’s granting facilities to 
the Bill did not yet arise. The Bill was 
ina very favourable place, and it might 
not require facilities. As there was no 
rate-aid given to schools in Ireland, the 
provisions of such a Bill could not be ap- 
plied to Ireland. 


Mr. W. TT. Wiutson (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton) rose in his place, and 
claimed to move, “ That the Question be 
now put,” but Mr. SPEAKER withheld his 
assent, and declined then to put that 
(Juestion. 


*Mr. CARLILE (Hertforshire, St. 
Albans) regretted the unsympathetic 
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Committee | had a right to 
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| answer which the House had received from 
the right hon. Gentleman. The House 
know whether the 
Government proposed to deal with the 
Bill on the lines followed by them in 
regard to a similar Bill last session. Many 
Members of the House were then pre- 
cluded from discussing different questions 
on the tacit understanding that it was a 
private Member’s measure and that no 
facilities would be given to it. He was 
sure hon. Members below the gangway 
would have seen from the whole tone of 
the debate that so far as hon. Members 
on the Opposition Benches were con- 
cerned their attitude had been distinctly 





| sympathetic. Though they might have 
| been antagonistic to certain principles 
| which underlay the measure, so far as the 
condition of the children was _ con- 
cerned their attitude had been one of 
anxiety and well maintained and 
| consistent sympathy. [Laughter.] Hon. 
| Members below the gangway greeted 
| that statement with derision, but the 
| opposition was due to the action of hon. 
|Members themselves. It was because 
| they realised that it was one of the 
| early steps towards that policy of Social- 
| ism which hon. Members believed in and 
| were trying to bring about that they 
looked upon the Bill with so much dis- 
trust. But so far as any want of sym- 
| pathy with the children going to school 
suffering from hunger was concerned 
there was no lack in that regard. The 
| hon. Member for Leith Burghs was the 
/most destructive supporter of the Bill. 
The hon. Member had told the House that 
he had under his own eye in five or more 
parishes of Scotland a voluntary system 
at work which was doing all that was 
necessary. So far as he (Mr. Carlile) 
' was concerned he objected to the im- 
portation of the word “charity ” in this 
debate. He did not see why voluntary 
support should be characterised as charity. 
| Everybody objected to receive charity 
| but no one objected to receive voluntary 
'support. [Laughter.] Hon. Members 
‘received these remarks with derision, 
but he might point out that many 





|of them might not have succeeded 
in securing election to Parliament 


but for the voluntary support which 
| they received. But they would strongly 
‘object to be told that that voluntary 
| support was charity. The hon. Member 
'for Leith Burghs had told the House 
| that those voluntary efforts had been 
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entirely crowned with success, and that 
in not a few cases they were self- 
supporting. If that was so and if, as 
the hon. Member said, in country districts 
voluntary effort could be made equally 
self-supporting under the present system, 
why was it necessary to introduce a 
measure such as that under discussion 
which was extremely objectionable to a 
large number of the community and 
against which they had been appealed to, 
by circular by those who were chiefly con- 
cerned, to vote. The memorial which had 
been placed in the hands of every hon. 
Member, than which no more convincing 
document had been made available to 
the House on the subject, showed that 
the school boards for Scotland, taken 
as a whole, were strongly opposed to 
the principle of the Bill. They 
recognised, what apparently the Govern- 
ment did not, that the principle under 
lying it would be injurious to Scotland. 
He did not wish to labour the question 
of undermining parental responsibility, 
but there could be no doubt that one of 
the principles which underlay the Bill 
was a desire to relieve the parents of the 
responsibility of feeding their children. 
Why on earth should parents who received 
from any kind of poor rates food for 
their children not be penalised as those 
who received Poor Law relief ? Since it 
was usual for those who received parish 
or other poor relief to suffer disfranchise- 
ment, why should not that principle apply 
in these cases? If those who were 
qualitied and able to support 
children were unwilling to do so, or lazy 
and indifferent as to their condition, and 
rather than bother about them let their 
children receive meals at the cost of the 
rates, they were the very persons who 
ought to be disfranchised. He did not 
wish to delay the House in coming to a 
decision, but he pointed out that notwith- 
standing the fact that the Opposition was 
only a small minority in the House they 
represented in all probability the great 
majority of the United Kingdom in this 
matter, and they would take this and 
every other opportunity to express their 
disapproval of Socialistic legislation. 


Mr. COCHRANE (Ayrshire, N.) said 
that, asa Member of the Royal Commission 
on Physical Training, which first drew 
attention to this question, he thought he 


their 
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was that, though there was a large amount 
of under-feeding, there was no general 
tendency amongst the people of Scotland 
to neglect the feeding of their children ; 
but, on the contrary, that the people of 
Scotland attended almost invariably to 
the care and feeding of their children, and 
that this was a burden they would be un- 
willing to throw upon the rates. The 
recommendations of the Commissioners, 
therefore, were very modest in their char- 
acter, and were mainly that the public 
might well provide the machinery and 
facilities for meals, and leave to volun- 
tary agencies the provision of the food. 
So far as he had been able to understand it 
there was no desire in the Bill to discour- 
age voluntary effort. School boards if they 
thought necessary might associate then.- 
selves with any committee upon which 
that board was represented, but they 
were notcompelled to associate themselves. 
The Bill, being entirely permissive, re- 
moved a great deal of his objection 
to it. He would strongly resist any 
interference with parental responsibility, 
as he honestly believed that any such 
interference would be the commence- 
ment of the downfall of the country. 
What had made Scotland was not exactly 
its natural wealth, its agricultural 
possibilities, or its climate, but the in- 
dependence of the character of the people. 
If they were to whittle that away and to 
tell aman that having brought children 
into the world he need do nothing else 
but lend them to be fed, clothed, and 
taught by the State, it certainly would 
weaken parental responsibility. If he 
thought the Bill would in any degree 
weaken parental responsibility he would 
not hesitate to vote against it ; but so 
long as it was made optional in Scotland 
he was sure that the common sense which 
dominated the school boards would 
teach them to use the powers conferred 
upon them with moderation. But it was 
not feeding alone that they had to look 
after, for attention must be given to the 
clothing, cleanliness, and general welfare 
of the children; and it was in these 
matters that he thought voluntary effort 
would be most valuable. One point that 
was not touched in the Bill was medical 
inspection. He recognised the enormous 
importance of it, and he hoped a subse 
quent Bill would deal with the subject. 
Although there might be much to cause 


might say that the feeling in Scotland | alarm in the Bill, it was at any rate 


Mr. Carlile. 
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optional, and would be left to the good | 
sense of the school boards in Scotland 
He, therefore, felt obliged to vote for the | 


Second Reading. 
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Noes, 
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TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Ramsay Macdonald and 
Mr. George Roberts. 


NOES. 
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Fell, Arthur 
Ferguson. R. C. Munro 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 
Bill read a second time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be committed to the 


Standing Committee on Law, ete.”—(J/r. | 


J. Ramsay Macdonald.) 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of London) | 


said that before the Question was put 
he would like to ask the Government 
what course they proposed to follow, not 


merely as to sending the Bill upstairs, | 


but as to making it a Government 


measure. He thought they ought to have | 


some clear statement as to that. He was 
not going to discuss the question of turn- 


ing private measures into public Bills. | 
Though it might be revelant he did not | 
If it was intended | 
to make this measure a public Bill he) 


mean to raise it now. 


hoped the Government would take care 
that on the Standing Committee they 
were strongly represented. 


Te . : | 

Mr. SINCLAIR submitted that the 
question did not arise at the present 
stage. 


The Government could not say 





| M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
| Mallet, Charles E. 


‘land was by no means satisfactory. 


| what considerations might arise at a later 
period of the session, and they were not 
able, therefore, to say what the attitude 
of the Government would be towards the 
Bill. Their present attitude had been quite 
clearly stated that afternoon. The present 
feeling of the Government towards the 
measure was friendly, and they had 
| given it their support, and had gone into 
the Lobby in favour of the Second Read- 
ing. They were favourable to the Motion 
that it should go upstairs to Grand Com- 
mittee. The right hon. Gentleman asked 
whether the Government would adopt 
| the Bill or give it facilities. As he had 
already said, at this stage the question 
|did not arise. The Bill occupied a 
peculiarly favourable position, and it was 
quite possible that without assistance of 
any kind, or the granting of facilities, it 
might become law. Therefore, he was 
not able to answer the question more 
definitely than that the attitude of the 
| Government was shown by their action 
| on that occasion. 


Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, S.) 
said the answer of the Secretary for Scot- 


He 
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thought he must have forgotten the action 
of the Government last session in regard 
to the Land Tenure Bill, which occupied 
exactly the same position last session as 
the present Bill did this session. The 
Land Tenure Bill was moved by a private 
Member, and it was sent to the Grand 
Committee upstairs, where the Govern- 
ment were conspicuous by their absence. 
They took little or no part in the conduct 
of the Bill in Committee; and when 
questions were asked in the House, and 
the Government were appealed to give 
them their support upstairs, they said 
that it was a private Bill upon which 
they had expressed their views, and 
that they had only a remote connec- 
tion with its passage upstairs. Then the 
Bill underwent considerable changes in 
Committee, and they were in great diffi- 
culty, having no legal representative of 
the Government except a Scottish law 
officer to whom to appeal. So, con- 
siderably changed, the Bill came back to 
the House, and at a moment’s notice it 
was adopted by the Government. The 
Bill under discussion occupied no more 
favourable position than did the Land 
Tenure Bill last year. If the Government 
took little part in the conduct of the Bill 
upstairs, and the measure underwent 
considerable changes which made _ it 
altogether objectionable to those on that 
side of the House who had voted for it, 
and still more objectionable to those who 
opposed and if the Government then 
adopted it, was it not quite obvious that 
the whole position of the Bill would 
be altered? Having regard to this 
modern practice, adopted for the first 
time by the present Government, of 
allowing Bills to go upstairs, without 
any suggestion as to what course they 
meant to adopt, and, then, when 
they came back from Committee, taking 
them up as Government measures, he 
thought his right hon. friend had asked 
what was reasonable and fair, namely, 
that they should now be told whether this 
Bill was so important that the Govern- 
ment were likely to adopt it. The principle 
of the Bill was clear, however it might be 
changed, and surely the (Government 
knew now whether they attached so much 
importance to that principle as to make it 
necessary to hasten the progress of the 
Bill. 


CotoneL LOCKWOOD said that the 
Secretary for Scotland in his speech had 


{l Marc 1907} 








Meus) (Scotland) Bill, 422 


stated that the Government had a Bill 
in which they were dealing with the 
same subject. 


Mr. SINCLAIR said the Government 
Bill did not deal with the same subject, 
but with medical inspection in schools. 


CotoneL LOCKWOOD said that no 
doubt the Government had anticipation 
of a Bill dealing with the same subject 
as the Bill under discussion. What 
he wanted to know was whether the 
Government were going to lie in wait 
with their Bill, and, should there not be 
a chance of bringing it forward, adopt 
this Bill of a private Member? Or if they 
had a chance of getting their own Bill 
through, would they then drop the private 
Member's Bill? They had their own Bill 
and a private Member’s Bill, which they 
were ready to adopt if they saw no chance 
of getting their own through. He main- 
tained that it was a novel proceeding on 
the part of the Government to adopt a 
private Member’s Bill, and, after it had 
been discussed only until four o'clock, 
send it upstairs, thereby giving it a 
priority which the Government Bill, if 
brought forward, would not have had. 


Sirk HENRY CRAIK said the Secre- 
tary for Scotland, in answer to a Question, 
had declared that he intended to bring 
forward a Bill dealing with the question 
of Scottish education. He was not re- 
ferring to his remarks made that day— 
remarks which were none of the clearest 
he could assure him. He was referring 
to a distinct answer which he had given 
to a Question. The answer was in effect 
that certain provisions would be intro- 
duced into a Scottish Bill dealing with 
medical inspection and with the feeding 
of children. From the language used 
elsewhere, he thought they were entitled 
to ask the Government on which horse 
they would try to win, because they 
were not going to have them running 
two horses. Were they going to await 
the chance of their own Bill, and, if it 
failed, to take up the Bill proposed by 
their masters on the Labour Benches ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR said he would en- 
deavour to reply to the questions which 
had been put. Might he remind the 
House that the next Bill on the Paper 
dealt with medical inspection in schools 
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in England. Precisely as that Bill stood 
separate from the Bill of last session 
for feeding children, so the Bill now 
before the House was separate from 
any proposal which might be contained 
in the Bill of the Government dealing with 
Scottish education. There was no neces- 
sary connection between the two Bills ; 
either could stand and be considered 
separately. With reference ' to the 
question as to facilities, he would 
answer that question when the time 
came. There was a wide difference 
between this Bill and the Land Tenure 
Bill. In the first place this was a purely 
Scottish Bill of much more limited scope 
than the Land Tenure Bill. In the 
Lords its application to Scotland was 
deleted. He could assure the House 
that they would take every step to ensure 
that the Government was properly repre- 
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sented on the Committee and that the 
Committee was properly manned. 


Sir A. ACLAND-HOOD (Somerset- 
shire, Wellington) said the Government 
had been fortunate enough to get not 
only the first order but the second. They 
would have not only two, but three 
horses. Both those Bills practically 
represented the view of the Government 
measure, which would be produced 
shortly. The Government not only intro- 
duced Bills in a legitimate way in the 
gracious Speech from the Throne, but 
they used the ballot to adopt any number 
of illegitimate children. 


Question put. 


The House divided:—Ayes, 231; 
Noes, 52. (Division List No. 33.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen, A. Acland(Christchurch) 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Astbury, John Meir 
Baker,Joseph A.(Finsbury,E.) 
Baring,Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 
Barker, John 

Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 


Cooper, G. J. 


Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins,Sir Wm.J.(S Pancras, W 


Corbett, C.H(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cotton, Sir H. J.S 

Craig, Herbert J. (Tynemouth) 
Crombie, John William 
Crooks, William 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 


Hardie,J.Keir( Merthyr Tydvil) 
Harvey, W.E.( Derbyshire, N.E. 
Harwood, George. 

Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Hayden, John Patrick 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 





Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8S.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Bell, Richard 

Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Black, Arthur W. 

Blake, Edward 

Boland, John 

Bowerman, C. W. 

Branch, James 

Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner,J.F.L.(Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner,Rt HnSirJ T(Cheshire 
Bryce, J. Annan 

Buckmaster, Stanley O. 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Byles, William Pollard 
Cameron, Robert ¥ 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton,Rt Hn.RichardKnight 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Clancy, John Joseph ; f 
Clarke,{C. Goddard, 

Clough, §William 

Coats, Sir T. Glen(Renfrew, W. ) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 


Mr. Sinclair, 








Delany, William 

Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8S.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. ) 
Dickinson, W.H.(St.Pancras,N. 
Dillon, John 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 

Duncan, C.( Barrow-in- Furness 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Erskine, David C. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Findlay, Alexander 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 

Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Ginnell, L. 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 

Gooch, George Peabody 

Grant, Corrie 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Halpin, J. 

Harcourt,{Rt. Hon. Lewis 





Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Jackson, R. 8. 

Jardine, Sir J. 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Law, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lewis, John Herbert 

Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Luttrell, Hugh Fownes 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
Macdonald,J.M.(Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic . 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacVeagh,Jeremiah (Down,S.) 
MacVeigh.Charles( Donegal, E.) 
M‘Kean, John 
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M‘Killop. W. 

Marnham, F. J. 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Meagher, Michael 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 

Montagu, E. 8. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morgan, J. Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Napier, T. B. 

Nicholls, George 

Nolan, Joseph 

Norman, Sir Henry 

Norton Capt. Cecil William 
0’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
0’Dowd, John 

O'Grady, J. 
O'Kelly, James( Roscommon, N 
O'Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare Stanley,Hn. A.1 
Power, Patrick Joseph Steadman, W. ( 
Price,Robert John(Norfolk.E.) | Stewart, Halley 
Priestley, W.E. B.( Bradford, E.) 
Pullar, Sir Robert 

Radford, G. H. 

Rainy, A. Rolland 


Rea, Walter Ru 
Reddy, M. 
Redmond, John 
Rees, J. D. 


Richards, T. F.( 


Robertson, J. M 
Robinson, S. 
Robson, Sir Wil 


| Rowlands, J. 


Schwann, C. Du 
Seaverns, J. H. 


Shaw, Rt. Hon. 


Soames, Arthur 
Stanger, H. Y. 


: Summerbell, T. 
| Taylor, John W 
Tennant. H. J. ( 


Raphael, Herbert H. 


Renton, Major Leslie 


Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Robertson, Rt. Hn. E. (Dundee) 
Robertson,Sir G.Scott( Bradf’rd 


| Roe, Sir Thomas 
| Rogers, F. E. Newman 


' Runciman, Walter 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
| Samuel. Herbert L. (Cleveland) 


Seely, Major J. B. 


Shipman, Dr. John G. 
Sinelair, Rt. Hon. John 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
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| Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan,E.) 
Thomas, David Alfred(Merthyr 
Thorne, William 
Torrance, Sir A. M. 
Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 
Wadsworth, J. 
Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 
Walters, John Tudor 
Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, S.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent 
| Wardle, George J. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Waterlow, D. 8. 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 
Weir, James Galloway 
White, Luke (York, E. R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whittaker, Sir Thomas Palmer 
| Wiles, Thomas 
Wilkie, Alexander 
Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Williamson, A. 
' Wilson, Hon. C. H.W.(Hull, W. 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
4yulph(Chesh.) | Wood, T. M*Kinnon 
‘e Young, Samuel 
(Greenock) | Yoxall, James Henry 


H 1907} 


ssell (Searboro’ 


E. (Waterford) 


Wolverh’mpt’n 


. (Tyneside) 


liam Snowdon 


nean (Hyde) 


T. (Hawick B.) 


Wellesley 


Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 


| TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Ramsay Macdonald and Mr. 
George Roberts. 


. (Durham) 
Berwickshire) 


NOES. 


Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn.SirAlex.F. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hon. SirH. 
Balearres, Lord | 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.(City Lond.) 


| Duncan, Robert 
Finch, Rt. Hon. 


Gardner, Ernest 


Banbury, Sir Frederick George | Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 


Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Butcher, Samuel Henry | Heaton, John H 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. | Hervey, F.W.F.( 
Carlile, E. Hildred | Hill, Sir Clemen 
Cavendish, Rt.Hon.VictorC.W. | Hills, J. W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) | Kenyon-Slaney, 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos.H.A.E. | Lane-Fox, G. R. 

| 

| 

| 


Hamilton, Marq 


Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) Liddell, Henry 
Craig,Captain James(Down,E.) 
Dalrymple, Viscount 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Du Cros, Harvey 


; Lonsdale, John 


EDUCATION ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 
Order for Second Reading read. 


Mr. W. R. REA (Scarborough) moved 
the Second Reading of the Education 
Acts Amendment Bill. He said that 
considering the short time available for 
the consideration of the measure he'| 
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VOL, CLXX. 


| Forster. Henry William 


Hardy, Laurence( Kent, Ashford 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 


Long,Rt.Hn Walter(Dublin,S) 


(Lanark,Govan 
George H. 


Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Moore, William 
Pease,Herbert Pike( Darlington 
| Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Roberts,S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 

Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 
Smith, Abel H.(Hertford,East ) 
Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn. J G(Oxf’dUniv. 
Thomson,W Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Wilson,A Stanley(York,E.R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hon.C.B. Stuart- 


(Berks, East) 
uess of 
enniker 

Bury S.Edm’ds 
t (Shrewsbury) 


Rt. Hon.Col.W 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—C(ol. 
Brownlee | Lockwood and Sir Henry 
Lowe, Sir Francis William | Craik. 


| M‘Calmont, Colonel James 


would not detain the House more than a 
few minutes. The Bill he asked the 
House to give a Second Reading was an 
absolutely non-contentious measure. Its 
two operative clauses were taken ver- 
batim from last year’s Education 
Bill in the form in which it left 
this House and had the approval of 


PF 
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every section of the House. Not only | of the Government. The clauses it con- 


was the Bill supported by those whose 
names appeared on the back of it, but the 
Leader of the Opposition, the hon. 
Member for North Camberwell, and the 
right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
Oxford University united with them in 


declaring that these two clauses were | 


worth the whole of last year’s Bill put 
together. One of the clauses per- 
mitted school authorities to provide play 


centres or other means of recreation ; and | 


the second, which was the more important 


of the two, enabled the central education | 
education | 


authority to compel local 
authorities to provide for the medical 
inspection of children attending elemen- 


tary schools. He did not think he, 


needed to labour the point any further. 


It had been made clear to the House | 


how necessary some provision of the 
kind contained in these two clauses 
was in the interests of the children. 
He might point out that the Bill as at 
present drafted did not apply to Scotland. 
The reason for that was that he had 
slavishly followed the Bill of last year, 
but if it was deemed advisable later on 
to extend it to Scotland nobody would be 
more pleased than himself. As hon. 
Members were aware, there was a process 
known to the House as “the massacre of 
the innocents,” and although he was 
aware that the Government had promised 
a Bill dealing with the subject, he had 
introduced this measure lest, at a later 


stage of the session, pressure of other | 


business compelled the Government to 
throw over their own Bill. » He hoped 
the House would make sure that these 
two provisions were passed into law this 
session. 


Mr. PARKER (Halifax) seconded, and 
said that he hoped hon. Members on the 
Opposition side would not now go back 


upon their word by opposing this 
measure. He appealed to the House to 


allew it to pass the Second Reading. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Has the 
Government nothing to say upon this 
measure 7 


THe PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY to THE BOARD or EDUCA- 
TION (Mr. Lovcu, Islington, W.) said 
there were very excellent reasons why the 
Bill should receive the benevolent support 


Mr. W. R. Rea. 


_ tained had been taken from the Govern- 
ment measure of last session without 
alteration, and were then regarded 
as non-contentious not only by the Mem- 
bers of this House but also in another place. 
The proposals had received the most 
eareful consideration. The first clause 
had been amended in such a way as to 
meet every suggestion that was made by 
the Opposition, and the second clause 
was warmly supported by the Leader of 
the Opposition. He hoped the right 
hon. Gentleman would be ready to 


extend his support to it upan the 
|present occasion. The right hon. 


Member for South Dublin had argued 
that because the Government were 
introducing a Bill dealing with the 
subject they ought not to support a 
private Member’s measure. 


Mr. WALTER LONG : That was not 
my argument, and I did not suggest 
anything of the kind. 


Mr. LOUGH said that seme other 
hon. Member had used that argument. 
He did not consider the fact that the 
Government were going to introduce an 
Education Bill to be any reason for 
| rejecting this measure. The Government 
saw no reason why the Second Reading 
should not be taken practically without 


discussion. 


| Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he did not 
| mean to resist the Second Reading. He 
supported the provisions of the Bill last 
; year, and would do so again. He ought, 
however, to throw out the warning that 
| under the Bill a burden would be thrown 
on the rates, and the suggestion that the 
Government should provide for that in 
their own measure. He hoped the 
Government Bill would show that thie 
enormous burden already thrown by 
primary education upon the ratepayers of 
the country would not be augmented by 
a measure whose general provisions they 
all desired to see carried. 


Sm WALTER FOSTER (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) hoped the Government, when 
‘they brought in their measure, would 
meet the point raised by the Leader of 
|the Opposition and so take away any 
|excuse for delaying the progress otf 
clauses so generally desired by the 
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In the last Parliament when | Billi of last year was so bad that to pass 
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they were discussing the physical de-| two clauses because they were the best 


terioration of the race the desire was | 
expressed on all sides that something of | 
the kind now proposed should be done. | 
He hoped, therefore, that the House | 
would agree to the Second Reading. 


sm F. BANBURY said the hon. | 
Member for West Islington who had 
spoken on behalf of the Govern- 
ment had informed the House that as | 
his hon. friend had secured an excellent | 
place in the ballot, the Government were | 
bound to support him. 


Mr. LOUGH: No, no. 


Dr. MACNAMARA: Weare support- | 


ing him. 


Sim F. BANBURY said that the hon. 
Member for West Islington had stated | 
the Government were going to introduce 
a Bill of a similar character. That was 
exactly why he objected to their support- | 
ing a private Member’s Bill. 


Dr. MACNAMARA: Why ? 


Sin F. BANBURY: Because if the | 
Government had a measure to deal with | 
the subject they ought to bring it in 
themselves. The Government had no 
right to avail themselves of the fortunes | 
of the ballot, and thus have two horses. | 
|‘ Why ?”] It was impossible to consider | 
a private Bill fully, because the Closure | 
was allowed after a very short discussion. 
The Government by adopting private 
Members’ Bills avoided going through all 
the details as they would have to do in 
connection with a Government Bill, | 
and used that advantage to pass a 
measure into law without its having | 
been properly discussed. Private Bills 
were now discussed on Fridays, and | 
many hon. Members took advantage of | 


that fact and stayed away. [“No.”] The) 
consequence was that many hon. Members 
knew nothing about the Second Reading 
discussions on those Bills. The hon. 
Member who introduced this Bill said 
the two clauses contained in it were 
the best clauses contained in the Educa- 
tion Bill of last year. He quite agreed 
with that argument, but he could 
not admit that that was any good 
reason for passing the Bill. The Education 





| fall through. 


it contained was not a good argument at 
all. Everybody agreed that it was 
advisable to have medical inspection of 
the children in the schools. There was no 


| doubt that infection was spread because 


the children were not medically examined, 
and with that part of the Bill he entirely 
agreed. In the previous debate it was 
said that the Bill would provide medical 
inspection before food was given, but 
he did not see anything in the Bill to 
provide for that. The clauses were 
so badly drafted that it was difficult to 
see what they did mean. (Cries of 


| “ Divide,divide.”| He was surprised at the 


impatience of hon. Members who, after a 
twenty minutes discussion, were crying 
*“ Divide, divide.” Things were coming to 
a pretty pass when they expected to pass 
Bills of this kind practically undiscussed, 
because they happened to be approved of 


' by a section of the House sitting below 


the gangway. [It is approved by the 
whole House.”| The Members of the 
Labour Party were not authorised to 
speak for the whole House, and they 
would learn better manners when they 


' had been in Parliament a little longer. 


Perhaps they would not be there as long 
as they thought they would. [A LABouR 
MEMBER: We shall be here as long as 
you.] He objected to the Government’s 
availing themselves of private Member's 
Bills improperly discussed, and reserved 
to himself the right, at a later stage, to 
move the rejection of one of the clauses 
in the Bill to which he took exception. 


Mr. BUTCHER (Cambridge Uni 
versity) urged the importance of making 
progress with a complete measure, and of 
dealing with the subject of teachers’ 
registration. It would be a great pity if, 
after the amount of time spent last 


| session in bringing about an understand- 


ing as to the teachers’ register, it’ should 
He hoped the Government 
would see that such a provision went 
through in its complete form. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.) said 
that, in answer to a question, the Prime 
Minister had stated that the Government 
had their hands so full that they could not 
accept the care of any more private 
Members’ Bills. But in spite of this de- 
claration the Government had taken 
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Adjourn nent 


the very first opportunity of embracing | 
one more. The practice on the part | 
of the Government of picking the brains | 
of private Members was rapidly becoming 
a scandal. So far as this particular Bill 
was concerned it might have elements 
of good in it, but it ought at any rate 


to be explained to the House. The 
hon. Member who introduced the Bill 


had treated the House with absolute 
contempt, for he did not attempt in 
the briefest possible way to explain its 
provisions. Instead of doing that he 
relied on the big battalions behind him 
and the Government Whips. It was 
absurd to charge them with obstructing 
useful legislation when they were only 
demanding a clear exposition of the 
main principles of the Bill. They 
had so many private Member's Bills 
before them that it was impossible for 
any private Member to grasp. their 
principles without some explanation. He 
was not going to enter upon a detailed 
criticism of the Bill, but he hoped that 
din future any hon. Member _ tak- 
ing upon himself che responsibility 
of introducing such a measure would 
treat the House fairly, and explain its 
provisions. [An Hon. MEMBER: 
That was done last year.| Surely 
the hon. Member did not consider that that 
was any excuse for no explanation being 
offered this year. If the Bill had 
been introduced under the ten minutes | 
rule the hon. Member would have had an | 
opportunity of explaining its provisions 
to the House. 


Mr. W. R. REA rose in his place and 
claimed to move, “That the Question be 
now put.” 


Question put accordingly, and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be committed to the 
Standing Committee on Law, etc.” —(J/r. 
Walter Reu.) 

Debate arising. 

And, it being after Five of the clock, 


and objection being taken to further pro- | 
ceeding, the debate stood adjourned. 


Debate -to be resumed upon Monday 
next. 
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_and to be printed. 


of the House. 
NEW BILLS. 


PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS. 

Bill to amend the Law relating to the 
qualification and tenure of office of 
Medical Officers of Health and Sanitary 
Inspectors; and for other purposes, 
ordered to be brought in by Sir Walter 
Foster, Sir Francis 8. Powell, Sir John 
fuke, and Mr. Rainy. 


PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS BILL. 

“To amend the Law relating to the 
qualification and tenure of office of 
Medical Officers of Health and Sanitary 
Inspectors; and for other purposes,” 
presented, and read a first time; to be 
read a second time upon Monday next, 
and to be printed. [Bill 85.] 


HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES 
ACTS AMENDMENT. 

Bill to amend the Housing of the 
Working Classes Acts, and otherwise to 
facilitate the building of houses for the 
working classes in rural districts, ordered 


‘to be brought in by Sir Walter Foster, 


Sir Francis Channing, Mr. Soames, Mr. 


| Eve, Mr. Hart-Davies, and Mr. Nicholls. 


HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES 
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

“To amend the Housing of the Work- 
ing Classes Acts, and otherwise to 
facilitate the building of houses for the 
working classes in rural districts,” pre- 
sented, and read the first time; to he 
read a second time upon Monday next, 
[ Bill 86. | 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES). 

Sir WILLIAM BRAMPTON GURDON 
reported from the Committee of Selec- 
tion; That they had discharged the 


following Member from the Standing 


Committee on Law: Sir Lewis M‘Iver; 
and had appointed in substitution: Mr. 
Maclver. 


Report to lie upon the Table. 


Whereupon Mr. Speaker adjourned 
the House without Question put, pur- 
suant to Standing Order No. 3. 


Adjourned at three minutes after 


Five o’clock till Monday next. 
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PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Galwey’s Divorce Bill [#.u.].—Order 
of the Day for the Second Reading read : 
Counsel called in: 
Muved, That the Bill be now read 2a. 
The same was agreed to. Bill read 2a | 


mittee of the Whole House To-morrow. 


Fitzgerald’s Divorce Bill [H.u.].—Order 
of the Day for the Second Reading read : 
‘Counsel called in: Witnesses examined. 
Eatin That the Bill be now read 2a. 
; The same was agreed to. Bill read 2a 
accordingly, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House To-morrow. 


The Lord CHANCELLOR acquainted the 
> House : That the Clerk of the Parliaments 
= had laid upon the Table the Certificates 
< from the Examiners that the Standing 
~ Orders applicable to the following Bills 
have been complied with : Buckhaven 
Dock ; Middlesbrough, Stockton- on- Tees, 
and Thornaby Tramways. 


Also the Certificates that the Standing 
< Orders applicable to the following Bill 
have not been complied with: Simon- 
* Carves Bye-Product Coke Oven Con- 
struction and Working Company, Limited 
(Petition for Bill). 


And also the Certificates that the 
further Standing Orders applicable to the 
following Bill have been complied with : 
South Lincolnshire Water [H.L.]. 


The same were ordered to lie on the | 


Table. 


Barnsley, Wombwell, and Wath 
Tramways Bill [H.L.].—Presented, and 
read la. 


LOWER NAVIGATION 
BILL [#.1.] 

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES in- 
formed the House that the opposition to 
the Bill was withdrawn. The orders 
made on Wednesday and Thursday last 
discharged and Bill committed. 


VOL. CLXX. [Fourtn SEries.] 


MEDWAY 
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Witnesses examined. | 
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MANCHESTER SHIP CANAL (BRIDGE- 
WATER CANAL) BILL [u.1.] 

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES in- 
formed the House that the opposition to 
the Bill was withdrawn. The orders 
made on Wednesday and Thursday last 
discharged, and Bill committed. 





ROYAL INSURANCE COMPANY BILL [u.1.} 

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES in- 
formed the House that the opposition to 
the Bill was withdrawn. The order made 


= ac cordingly, and committed to a Com- | on Wednesday last discharged, and Bill 


| committed. 

Colne Valley Water Bill [u.1.]; Portis- 
head District Water Bill [H.L.].—Read 
2a, and committed. The Committees to 
be proposed by the Committee of Selec- 
tion. 





Great Yarmouth Waterworks and 
Lowestoft Water and Gas Bill [#.u.].— 
Read 2a, and committed. The Com- 
mittee to be proposed by the Committee 
of Selection. 


National Trust for Places of Historic 
Interest or Natural Beauty Bill [#.1.].— 
Read 2a, and committed. 


YORK 





AND DISTRICT TRAMWAYS 


BILL [u.1.] 

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES in- 
formed the House that the Promoters do 
not intend to proceed further with the Bill. 
The order of Thursday last, discharged. 
Ordered, that the Bill be not further pro- 
ceeded with. 





Manchester Ship Canal (Various Powers 
| Bill [#.1.]; Devonport Corporation Bill 
[H.L.]; Humber Conservancy Bill [#.1.] ; 
Middlesbrough Corporation Bill [.t.] ; 
Oxford and District Tramways Bill [H.1.]. 
| —Report from the CommitteeofSelection : 
That the Lord Leith of Fyvie be proposed 
to the House as a member of the Select 
Committee on the said Bills in the place of 
the Lord Hylton, and that the Lord Leith 
of Fyvie be Chairman of the said Com- 
mittee ; read, and agreed to. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


EDUCATION (SCOTLAND). 
Return showing the expenditure from 


the grant for public education in Scot- 
| land in the year 1906, with Statistics. 


Q 
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COLONIES, ANNUAL. | ARMY. 
No. 518. Leeward Islands (Report Draft Order in Council declaring what 


for 1905-1906). 


COMMERCIAL, No. 2. (1907). 
Correspondence relating to Suez Canal 
Dues. 


ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION. 


Fifty-ninth Report from the Ecclesias- 
tical Commissioners for England, with 
an Appendix. 


EMIGRATION STATISTICS (IRELAND). 
Report and tables for the year 1906. 


TUBERCULOSIS (HUMAN AND BOVINE) | 


ROYAL COMMISSION. 


Second Interim Report of the Com- 


missioners appointed to enquire into 
the relations of human and animal tuber- 
culosis. Part II., Appendix, Vol. IV., 
Histological and Bacteriological Inves- 
tigations by Arthur Eastwood, M.D. 


MINES AND QUARRIES (WINGATE 
GRANGE COLLIERY EXPLOSION). 
Reports to the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department, by A. H. Ruegg, 
K.C., and R. D. Bain and J. B. Atkinson, 
M.Se., two of His Majesty’s Inspectors of 
Mines, on the circumstances attending 
an explosion which occurred at Wingate 
Grange Colliery, on the 14th October 
i906. 


QUEEN ANNE’S BOUNTY. 
Annual report and accounts of the 
Governors for the year ended 3ist 
December 1906. 


POST OFFICE (POSTAL AGREEMENTS). 

Surinam.—Agreement between the 
Post Office of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland and the Post 
Office of the Dutch Colony of Surinam, 
dated 29th April 1906, to 7th November 
1906. 


Honduras.—Agreement between the 
Post Office of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland and _ the 


Post Office of the Republic of Honduras, 
dated 12th October 1906 to 10th Deec- 
ember, 1906. 

Presented (by Command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


is requisite to entitle a volunteer. of 
Volunteer Engineer Corps, Volunteer 
Divisions of Submarine Miners and Vol- 
unteer Electrical Engineers to be deemed 
| an efficient volunteer. 

PRISONS (ENGLAND AND WALES) ! 

(VISITING COMMITTEES). 

Draft of rules proposed to be made by 
the Secretary of State for the Home 
|Department under the Prison Acts, 
1877 and 1898, with respect to the con- 
stitution of the Visiting Committee of 
Bristol Prison. 


| INDIA OFFICE ESTABLISHMENT. 

Order in Council, dated 21st Decem- 
ber, 1906, approving new and revised 
appointments and alterations of salaries, 
etc., in the establishment of the Secretary 
of State for India in Council. 

Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


SIR JOHN SOANE’S MUSEUM. 
Statement of the funds of Sir John 
‘Soane’s Museum, 5th January 1907. 
Delivered (pursuant to Act), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


JUDICATURE BILL [1.1] 
[SeconpD READING]. 
Order of the Day for the Second Read- 
ing read. 


THE LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
LorEeBuRN): My Lords, this is a small 
Bill in point of compass, but not un- 
important as regards its value. The 
effect of it is to authorise the Court of 
Appeal in England to sit in divisions 
consisting of two Judges, with the consent 
of the Lord Chancellor. The circun- 
stances out of which the necessity for 
this Bill arises are as follows. The Court 
of Appeal consists normally of six Judges 
—the Masters of the Rolls, and five Lords 
Justices of Appeal. At present, for all 
work that is not interlocutory work, 
the Court of Appeal must sit not less 
than three strong in each Court, unless 
they can obtain the consent of the 
litigants to have their case tried before 
two Judges; and as oneof the parties is 


‘nearly always anxious to postpone the 
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decision, such consent is not very probable. 
The result is that whenever one of the 


six Judges becomes ill the Court is brought 


to a deadlock, unless they can secure the 
assistance of one of the three or four 
assistant Judges of the Court of Appeal— 
the Lord Chancellor, any one who has 
been Chancellor, the Lord Chief Justice 


of England, or the President of the 


Probate and Divorce Division. These 
are very busy men, and it is really a very 
inconvenient thing, when some tem- 
porary ailment prevents one of the or- 
dinary Judges of the Court of Appeal 
from sitting, to be obliged to take away 
from their regular work one of these very 
important Officers of State. It is quite 
impossible on short notice to procure the 
necessary third Judge to make the Court. 
I myself sat for a month in the Court of 
Appeal last year, though I am afraid I 
could not undertake to do it again, with 
a view to getting rid of the arrears of 
business. The arrears were very serious 
last year; they are more serious now 


than they were this time last vear; and I 


believe that the existence of these arrears, 
which have been accumulating gradually 
in the last four or five years, have an 
oppressive effect upon the Court, retard- 
ing the business, and making it difficult 
for this extremely hardworked Court to 
vet through its work. The remedy pro- 
posed is that, with the consent of the 
Lord Chancellor, the Court of Appeal may 
sit at any time in divisions consisting 
of two Judges instead of three. I ought 
to state that the old Court of Appeal, 
before the Judicature Acts, consisted 
of two Lords Justices, and was for a 
considerable number of years one of the 
very ablest Courts that ever sat in Eng- 
land. For my part I believe that two 
Judges sitting together are really as effec- 
tive as three; at the same time it is not 
desirable that the Court should regularly 
consist of two Judges only. The only 
alternative to the proposal in this Bill 
is to appoint three new Judges of the 
Court of Appeal, and if the rule of sitting 
in three is to be followed it will be neces- 
sary to appoint three new Lords Justices. 
But there is no occasion for three new 
Lords Justices. In the ordinary course of 
events they would be superfluous and 
would not be wanted. It is not merely 


a question of expense. I 
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| if it were necessary for so great a purpose, 


would not. 
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but I do deprecate the multiplication of 
Judges of very high rank. I think it 
most desirable that the immense repu- 
tation which is enjoyed—deservedly en- 
joyed—by the Court of Appeal and by 
the High Court of Justice should not 
be impaired by the addition of more 
Judges, the effect of which must be to 
diminish to a certain extent the prestige, 
influence, and reputation of the Court. 
I am not aware of any alternative except 
those two—either to increase the number 
of Judges or to amend the law in the 
manner prescribed in this Bill. I believe 
the necessities of the case will be ade- 
quately met by the short and simple 
machinery of this Bill, by which, in time 
of emergency, the Court will be enabled 
to sit as it used to do in old days with 
complete satisfaction to everybody, in 
divisions consisting of two Lords Justices. 
I beg to move. 


Moved, “‘ That the Bill be now read 
2*.°—(The Lord Chancellor.) 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, I do not rise for the purpose 
of saying a word as to the merits of the 
Bill which the noble and learned Lord 
has just submitted to the House. I 
should be quite incompetent to discuss its 
merits; but I do venture to raise my 
voice in protest as to the hurry with 
which we have been asked to take the 
Second Reading. The Bill was only 
ordered to be printed on February 25, 
and in the Order for to-day which was 
originally circulated to your Lord-hips 
no mention was made of the fact that the 
Bill was to come on this evening. Sub- 
sequently a revised Order was circulated. 
I saw this revised Order just before I came 
to the House, and that was the first 
intimation that I received that this im- 
portant subject was to come up for dis- 
cussion. Looking round the House I 
do not see upon these Benches that we 
are fortunate enough to have the presence 
of any Peers who can speak with authority 
upon high legal matters, and we therefore 
approach the question at a very great 
disadvantage. I venture to put it to the 
noble and learned Lord on the Woolsack, 
either that he might allow the debate 
to be adjourned, or, if he attaches im- 


grudge an expenditure of £15,000 a year! portance to getting the Bill a Second 


Q2 
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Reading this evening, that ample time 
should be given to your Lordships to 
consider the measure before another stage 
is taken; and I hope that when it comes 
up for discussion again we may be 
fortified by the presence on both sides 
of the House of noble Lords who are 
competent to discuss its provisions. 


THE LORD CHANCELLOR: With 
the indulgence of your-Lordships I should 
like to express my regret, and to state 
that I was not aware that adequate 
notice had not been given. Of course, I 
have no desire unduly to hurry the Bill 
through, and accordingly, if the noble 
Marquess desires it, I will willingly 
acquiesce in his suggestion that the de- 
bate should be adjourned. I may say, 
however, that there is urgency for the 
Bill, because the arrears are going on, 
and it is desirable, if the Houses of 
Parliament should think fit to accede 
to this proposal, that it should come into 
effect at as early a date as possible. But 
that. of course, does not in the least inter- 
fere with the necessity for full notice 
to be given. I do not know whether the 
noble Marquess will think next Thursday 
adequate notice; if so, I would move the 
adjournment of the debate till that day. 

THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
indicated assent. 

Further debate adjourned to Thursday 
next. 

House adjourned at twenty 
minutes before Five o’clock, 
till To-morrow, half-past Ten 
o’clock, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, 4th March, 1907. 


The House met at a quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 





PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE BILLS (STANDING ORDER 62 
COMPLIED WITH). 


Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table 
Report from one of the Examiners of 
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Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bills, referred on 
the First Reading thereof, Standing 
Order No. 62 has been complied with, viz. : 
Alexandra (Newport and South Wales) 
Docks and Railway (Additiona] Capital) 
Bill; Barry Railway Bill; South Eastern 
and London, Chatham and Dover Rail 
ways Bill; Great Central Railway Bill. 


Ordered, That the Bills be read a second 
time. 


Petitions. 


PRIVATE BILLS [Lorps] (STANDING 
ORDERS COMPLIED WITH). 

Mr. Speaker laid upon the Table 
Report from the Examiners of Petitions 
for Private Bills, That, in respect of the 
following Bill, introduced pursuant to 
the provisions of the Private Legisla- 
tion Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, 
and which the Chairman of Ways 
and Means had directed to originate in 
the House of Lords, they have certified 
that the Standing Orders have been 
complied with, viz. :—Buckhaven Dock 


[Lords]. 


PRIVATE (BILL PETITIONS  [(Lorps} 
(STANDING ORDERS NOT COM- 
PLIED WITH). 

Mr. SpeakeR laid upon the Table 
Report from one of the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the Petition-for the following 
_Bill, originating in the Lords, the Stand- 
ing Orders have not been complied with, 
viz. :—Simon Carves’ Bye-Product Coke- 
Oven Construction and Working Com- 
pany, Limited, Bill. 


Ordered, That the Report be referred 
to the Select Committee on Standing 


Orders. 


North-East London Railway Bill; 
North Staffordshire Railway Bill ; Worth- 
ing Gas Bill. Read a second time, and 
committed. 


PETITIONS. 


LICENSING ACTS. 
Petition from South West Northumber- 
land, for alteration of Law; to lie upon 





the Table. 
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PRISONS (ENGLAND AND  WALES)* 
Paper [presented Ist March] to be 
printed. [No. 63.] « 


COLONIAL REPORTS (ANNUAL). 


Copy presented, of Colonial Report 
No. 518 (Leeward Islands, Report for 
1905-6)'[by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table. 


AUSTRALIA. 


Copy presented, of Correspondence 
with the Governor-General of Australia 
on the subject of Suez Canal Transit 
Dues [by Command]; to lie upon the 
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Education in Scotland in the year 1906, 
with Statistics [bv Command]; to lhe 
upon the Table. 


(Questions. 


Paper laid upon the Table by the 
Clerk of the House. 


SOANE’S MUSEUM. 
Copy of Statement of the Funds of the 


Museum of the late Sir John Soane, on 
5th January, 1907 [by Act]. 


AND ANSWERS 
VOTES. 


QUESTIONS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE 





Table. 
ARMY. 


Copy ‘presented, of Draft Order in | 


Petition of York Telegraphists. 
| Mr. H. GREENWOOD (York): To 


the Postmaster-General if he is 


ask 


Council jdeclaring what is requisite to | aware that in July, 1906, the telegraphists 


entitle a Volunteer or Volunteer Engineer 


Corps, Volunteer Divisions of Submarine | 


Miners, and Volunteer Electrical Engi- 
neers to be deemed an efficient Volun- 
teer [by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


SUEZ CANAL (COMMERCIAL, No. 2, 1907), 

Copy presented, of Correspondence 
relating to Suez Canal Duties [by Com- 
mand] to lie upon the Table. 


| 


at York forwarded a petition to him 
complaining of the duties enforced at 
| that office; and if he can now give an 
answer to that petition. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 
The petition was duly received, and steps 
| were taken to inquire into the complaint 
; made. It was necessary, however, before 
| the question of the duties could be satis- 


| factorily dealt with, to await the result 


QUEEN ANNE’S BOUNTY. 
Copy presented, of Annual Report and | 
Accounts of the Governors for the year | 
1996 [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table. ‘ 
fi. 


SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 
(TRIAL OF ELECTION PETITIONS, 
1906-7). 

Re‘urn presented, relative thereto 
fordere | 26th February; Mr. Morton]; 
to lie upon the Table. 


INDIA OFFICE. 

Copy presented, of Order in Council, 
dated December 21st, 1906, approving 
new and revised Appointments and altera- 
tions of Salaries, etc., in the Establish- 
ment of the Secretary of State for India | 
in Council [by Act]; to lie upon the | 
Table. | 


‘of the Autumn Return of Telegraph 


working ; and of this fact the memori- 
alists were informed. I regret the delay, 
but I hope shortly to be in a position to 
give them a definite reply. 


Delay in Filling Vacancies in Belfast Post 
Office. 


| Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.): To ask the 
| Postmaster-General if he can state the 
'cause of delay in filling up three male 


| 


| sorting clerks’ and telegraphists’ vacan- 
cies at Belfast; and whether, in view of 
the congestion among the male learners’ 
staff, he will cause them to be filled 
forthwith. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) 
it has been already decided to fill these 
vacancies, which had been held over in 


/consequence of some doubt as to the 


EDUCATION (SCOTLAND). | 


numbers of the stait required by the work 


Copy presented, of Return showing the | at Belfast, and appointments will shortly 
Expenditure from the Grant for Public | be made. 
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Christmas Day Postal Deliveries at my hon. friend that Metropolitan borough 
Douglas, Isle of Man. councils are empowered to grant super- 


Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, | annuation allowances to persons who 
W.): To ask the Postmaster-General | have served in an established capacity 
whether he is aware that at Douglas, | as their officers, whether their remuner- 
Isle of Man, there was an evening delivery | ation be computed by weekly wages, 
on Christmas Day, in addition to the | poundage or percentage on collection of 
ordinary single delivery ; whether he is | rates, or annual salary. 
aware that this was not demanded by 


the public, and entailed continuous work | Municipal Authorities Education 
on the part of many postmen for periods | Accounts. 


of twelve to sixteen hours; and whether Mr. RADFORD : To ask the President 
he will revert to the usual practice of one | of the Local Government Board whether 
delivery next Christmas. | any steps have been taken by the Board’s 
officers to prepare a form of accounts for 
(Answered by Mr. Sydney Bucton.) | town councils under the Education Act, 
Most of the Christmas correspondence for | 1902; and if he will consider the advis- 
delivery in the Isle of Man was due to | ability of issuing an exemplification and 
reach ‘Douglas by the regular mail _order for accounts to be kept by munici- 
steamer on the afternoon of Christmas| pal corporations relating to elementary 
Day, and there would have been serious | and higher education at an early date. 
complaint if this had been held over until | 
the following day. The arrangements | (Answered by Mr. John Burns.) The 
for the delivery of letters on Christmas} Local Government Board issued a cir- 
Day in the Isle of Man depends upon the | cular in May, 1903, to those town councils 
running of the steamers and the par- | who were ‘local education authorities, 
ticular day on which Christmas Day falls ; | respecting the accounts to be kept by 
but whenever possible I will see that there them of their receipts and expenditure 
is only one delivery in future. /under the Education Act, 1902. I do 
not propose to take further action in the 
matter whilst the subject of the accounts 
of local authorities is under the considera- 
tion of the Departmental Committee. 


Superannuation of Municipal Officials. 
Mr. RADFORD (Islington, E.): To 
ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board if he will consider the advis- 
ability of introducing a Bill in this 
present session of Parliament to provide : ree ss 
for granting pensions and superannuation| Mr. RADFORD : To ask the President 
allowances to the officers, servants, and | Of the Local Government Board when it 
workmen employed by the councils of | is proposed to issue the order for accounts 
metropolitan boroughs (except Bethnal | prescribing the regulations and books to 
Green; Kensington, and Stepney), in| be kept by rural district councils and of 
view of the fact that the officers and | their officers; and if he will cause an 
servants of boards of guardians of the |@Xplanatory memorandum to be issued 
poor of London parishes, the London | therewith. 
County Council, the visiting committees | 
of the London Pauper Lunatic Asylums,| (Answered by Mr. John Burns.) An 
the managers of the Metropolitan | order prescribing forms of accounts to be 
Asylums District, the managers of Sick | kept by rural district councils and their 
Asylums Distric s, and the Metropolitan | officers has been prepared, but I do not 
Police already have provision made for | propose that it should be finally settled 
them out of funds secured on the general | pending the completion of the work of 
and county rates levied throughout the | the Departmental Committee on the 
metropolitan area. ts | system of accounts to be kept by local 
| authorities. A circular of instructions 
(Answered by Mr.¥John¥ Burns.) %| would, in accordance with the usual 
could not give any promise to introduce | practice, be sent with any such order 
a Bill*’on*this subject. I may remind | when issued. 


Accounts and Regulations of Rural 
District Councils. 
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445 Questions. 
Danger to Public Health by use of Second- 
hand Bottles and Jars. 
Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N.E.): 


To ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether his attention has 
been called to the complaints expressed 
by bottle manufacturers against the use 
of second-hand and discarded jars and 
bottles ; and, seeing that such use in- 
volves risks to health and is considered 
by medical men to be incompatible with 
good sanitary conditions, whether any 
existing regulations can be applied by his 
Department or by local authorities to 
meet the complaints referred to. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) I 
have received some representations on 
this subject, and, so far as the use of 
second-hand bottles in the sale of poisons 
is concerned, I have brought the matter 
under the notice of the Privy Councils. 
It does not appear to me that there are 
any existing regulations which could be 
applied by the Local Government Board 
or by local authorities to meet the com- 
plaints referred to. 


Purchase of Estate of H. L. Montgomery 
of Toulagee. 

Mr. DOLAN (Leitrim, N.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of Ireland whether he is aware that 
the receiver on the estate of H. L. Mont- 
gomery, Toulagee, county Leitrim, has 
refused to allow Mr. Pat M’Govern of 
Toulagee the terms of purchase arranged 
by Judge Ross ; and whether he will call 
the attention of the Land Commission to 
this fact. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I am 
informed that the reply to the first part 
of the Question is in the negative. It 
does not rest with the receiver to allow or 
disallow the terms of purchase arranged 
by the judge. A form of application for 
an advance has been sent by the receiver 
to Mr. M’Govern for signature, and upon 
its receipt the Land Commission will give 
the case full consideration. 


ee Pension for William Peloe, 
te of Royal Field Artillery and 
Imperial Light Horse. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether his attention has been called to 
the case of William Peloe, who is at pre- 
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sent living in a state of destitution in 
Stafford’s Yard, Longford ; whether he is 
aware that this man has served seventeen 
years, including seven years in the Royal 
Field Artillery, five years reserve, and 
again rejoining the Imperial Light Horse 
in 1901, to take part in the South African 
War, in the course of which he had charge 
of a gun from Maitland camp through the 
Transvaal, Orange River Colony, and 
Natal ; and will he direct that a pension 
be awarded to this man, who is at present 
in very poor circumstances. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The particulars furnished in the Question 
have not been sufficient to enable the man 
to be traced. If the hon. Member will be 
good enough to forward to the War Office 
full particulars of the case, including the 
date and cause of the man’s discharge 
from both the Royal Field Artillery and 
the Imperial Light Horse, the matter 
shall receive full investigation. 





Colour of Army Clothing. 

Mr. SAMUEL YOUNG (Cavan, E.): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War whether 
the adoption of a new colour for Army 
uniforms is now under consideration ; 
whether, when the present khaki drab 
mixture was adopted, only one firm of 
woollen manufacturers, Scottish, was con- 
sulted and asked to experiment; and 
whether, in view of the strides made in 
recent years by Irish woollen manu- 
facturers, especially in the designing of 
cloths for sporting and kindred purposes 
they will be granted an opportunity ot 
submitting ideas equally with Scottish 
and English manufacturers. 





(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.\ 
| The reply to the first part of the Question 
‘is in the negative. As regards the second 

part of the Question, the original drab 
mixture material was made by an English 
firm and other drab mixture materials 
now in use have been selected from 
samples submitted by other English and 
Scottish firms. As regards the last part 
of the Question, there is no objection to 
Irish firms submitting samples of their 
supplies. 


Reports on Russo-Japanese War. 
Mr. CHARLES SHAW (Stafford): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War whether 
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he is aware that, in spite of Great Britain | cate as well as to impose fines throughout 
having been represented in the Far | the district, this request has been carried 
East during the late war by no fewer | into effect by the Rajah ; if, when sending 
than fourteen specially selected officers, | this request, the Secretary of State or his 
only a few pamphlets have as yet been | advisers in Singapore or Labuan were 
issued for the instruction of the British | aware of such terms of the concession as 
Army in the lessons of the Russo-Japan- | by direct implication called for the crea- 
ese War; and, seeing that, as a conse-| tion of a police force by the Rajah; 
quence of such delay in publication, | whether arrangements have been made 
British officers have been compelled to | by the Secretary of State to replace these 
have recourse to translations of German | police by an equally efficient force, ac- 
works on the same subject, whether he | quainted with the language of the natives; 
will take steps to hasten the required |if so, whether the replacing police force 
publications. |has arrived in Muara, and has been 
_ directed to give assistance to the Rajah 

(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) | in carrying out these judicial duties in 
A very large number of copies of the | the Muara district for which he is, or for 
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reports of the officers attached to the | 
Russian and Japanese forces during 
th recent war have been distributed to 
officers of the British Army. These 
documents were all confidential, and the 
knowledge of their distribution would 
therefore not reach my hon. friend. 


Nominated Members of the Transvaal 
Legislative Council — Approval of 
Home Government. 

Mr. H. H. MARKS (Kent, Thanet) : 
To ask the Under Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, if the names of the gentle- 
men nominated to be members of the 
Legislative Council in the Transvaal were 
submitted for the approval of, or were 
communicated to, His Majesty’s Ministers 
in this Country before the appointments 
were made. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) |The 
names were submitted by Lord Selborne 
for the approval of the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies before the appointments 
were made. 


Muara Police Force. 

Sr EDWARD SASSOON (Hythe) : 
To ask the Under Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether, in accordance with 
a letter which the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies addressed to His Highness 
the Rajah of Sarawak in October last, 
requesting that the police in the employ- | 
ment of the Rajah should be withdrawn 
on the Ist of January last from the colliery 
district of Muara, where the Rajah holds | 
in perpetuity a concession of certain 
rights from the Government of Brunei, 
under which he is empowered to adjudi- 


some years back has been, responsible 
under the concession referred to; and 
whether Rajah Brooke has been advised 
of such arrangements. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) Sir C. 
Brooke stated, on 6th November last, 
that he had given the necessary in- 
structions for the withdrawal of his 
police from the Muara district, and I have 
no reason to suppose that these in- 
structions have not been carried out. 
The Secretary of State and the High Com- 
missioner for Brunei were aware of the 
terms of the concessions held by Sir C. 
Brooke, which do not authorise him to 
maintain a police force in Brunei. The 
Secretary of State has not been informed 
that Brunei police have yet been sta- 
tioned in the Muara districts, but he 
has no doubt that the High Commissioner 
and the British Resident have taken all 
necessary steps to provide for the main- 
tenance of law and order. Sir C. Brooke's 
local representatives have doubtless been 
fully informed of the steps which are being 
taken. 


Petition of the Bandahara of Brunei. 

Str EDWARD SASSOON : To ask the 
Under Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether a petition, signed by the Banda- 
hara of Brunei, who is Acting Regent 


‘during the minority of his nephew, the 


Sultan, and also by other Brunei chiefs, 
praying that this decaying Sultanate, 
now an enclave in Sarawak territory, 
should be relieved from the newly im- 
posed rule which the people of Brunei do 
not desire, and to which they are unaccus- 
tomed, and expressing a reiterated wish 
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to be placed under the rule of Sarawak, 
has been received by the High Com- 
missioner for the Straits Settlements ; 
and, if so, what reply was sent to such 
petition. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) No peti- 
tion has been received by the Secretary of 
State on this subject. I would refer 
the hon. Member to a statement which I 
made in this House on 6th December 
lastt and in which I pointed out that the 
Bandahara is only one of two joint 
Regents, and that there is no reason to 
suppose that any considerable proportion 
of the people of Brunei desires absorption 
into Sarawak. 


Payment of Claims by British Subjects 
against the Turkish Government. 
Str SEYMOUR KING (Hull, Central) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether, having regard to the 
increase of income the Turkish Govern- 
ment will receive owing to the 3 per cent. 
increase in the customs duties, he will 


instruct the British Ambass SS | ee : : 
nstruct the British Ambassador to press | a 


for the immediate payment of the ad- 
mitted claims of British subjects against 
the Turkish Government, amounting to 
about £200,000. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Grey.) The 
entire additional revenue to be derived 
from the increase of the Turkish customs 
duties from 8 per cent. to 11 per cent. has 
already been earmarked for the service of 
the Macedonian Budget, and there is no 
reason to suppose that any part of the in- 
crement will be availdble for other pur- 
poses after the requirements of the 
Budget have been met. The claims in 
question will, of course, continue to re- 
ceive attention. 


Stamp duty on Irish Land Sales. 
Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.): To ask the Secretary to 


the Treasury, whether he is aware that, on | 


transfers of registered land in Ireland, 
stamp duty is assessed not only on the 
purchase money payable by the purchaser 
to the registered vendor but also on the 
amount of the advance by the Land Com- 


mission originally for the purchase of the | 


holding from the landlord; is he aware 
that such a heavy stamp duty operates 
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very injuriously on the free sale of land ; 
; and will the Treasury sanction enaction 
of stamp duty only on the real considera- 
| tion on sale. 

| 
| (Answered by Mr. Runciman.) If the 
‘hon. Member will refer to the Answer 
given by my predecessor on the 28th 
March 1906 to the hon. Member for West 
Waterford? he will find it is stated that 
stamp duty is properly charged by 
reference to Section 57 of The Stamp Act, 
1891, not only on the money considera- 
tion paid by the transferee, but also on 
the outstanding portion of any advance 
made to the purchasing tenant. This 
provision of the law is not peculiar to 
Ireland, but is of general application, 
and affects any property conveyed to any 
person subject to the payment of any 
money. There is no ground for changing 
either the law or the settled practice in 
such cases. My right hon. friend re- 
affirmed this reply on several subsequent 
occasions, and I have nothing to add to it. 





Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, 8.): To 
ask the Postmaster General, whether it is 
intended to hold an examination for male 
learners in Dublin in April next; and, 
if so, how many vacancies will be reserved 


‘for limited section. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) A 
competition will be held in April next for 
filling eight male learnerships in Dublin. 
Four of these vacancies will be reserved 
for limited competition among persons 
already in the service. 


Motor Cars—Licences and Accidents. 

Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH: To ask 
the Secretary of State for the Home De- 
partment, what was the number of regis- 
tered motor cars in England and Wales 
in 1906 ; what number of drivers’ licences 
was issued in 1906; how many persons, 
not being drivers in or passengers on the 
motor cars, were in 1906 killed by motor 
cars; and how many of those killed 
were killed by public motor vehicles. 

ae 


% (Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
I am informed that the Local Government 
Board have no statistics as to the number 





+ See (4) Debates, clxvi., 1556-7. 


t See (4) Debates, cliv., 1288. 
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of registered motor cars and licensed 
drivers later than those given in the 
Report of the Royal Commission, on 
page 629 of Volume II., from which 
it appears that on the 30th September 
1905 there were in England and Wales 
65,705 registered motor vehicles and 
84,741 drivers’ licences in force. The 
Registrar-General informs me that the 
number of deaths in England and Wales 


Questions. 


registered as caused by motor cars in 1906 | 


cannot be stated until the causes of all 
the deaths have been tabulated, a process 
which will not be completed for several 
months. The weekly Returns furnished 
by London registrars show 328 deaths 
in London in 1906 caused by vehicles 
in the streets, of which sixty-eight were 
caused by motor vehicles. 


Metropolitan Police Pensions. 

Mr. J. F. MASON (Windsor): To 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether the position of 
members of the Metropolitan Police 
force, as affected by The Police (Super- 
annuation) Act, and Section 32 of The 
Police Act, 1890, is materially different 
from that of other police constables ; 
and, if so, in what respects. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
As the Metropolitan Police is a force 
formed and administered under specia! 
Acts of Parliament, the provisions of 
Section 32 of The Police Act, 1890, were 
necessary to adapt the Act to the circum- 
stances of that force ; but the position of 
members of the Metropolitan Police is not 
materially different from that of the 
members of the other police forces to 
which the Act of 1890 applies. The 


hon. Member is aware that by the Acts: 


of 1890 and 1906 certain matters are 
left to the discretion of the police author- 
ity, and in those respects there may of 
course be some differences of adminis- 
tration in the many different forces. 


Local Government Board Circular to West 
Bridgford Urban District Council. 


Mr. T. F. RICHARDS (Wolver- 
hampton, W.): To ask the President of 
the Local Government Board whether 
he will cause his letter to the West 
Bridgford Urban District Council, anent 
employment of workmen on works for 


which loans have been obtained, to be. 
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circulated amongst local authorities so 
as to advise them of he change in the 
policy of his Department in this matter. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) My 
hon. friend is under a misapprehension 
in supposing that there has been any 
change of policy on my part in this 
matter. I have no reason to doubt 
that the local authorities are aware 
of the view expressed in the letter referred 
to in the Question, and it does not seem 
to me necessary to circulate it amongst 
them. 


Local Authorities and Upkeep of Main 
and Drains. 


Viscount HELMSLEY (Yorkshire, 
N.R., Thirsk): To ask the President of the 
Government Board whether, in 
view of the fact that it is not the duty 
of any local authority to undertake 
the cleaning and upkeep of main land 
drains and dykes, he will consider the 
advisability of introducing legislation 
with the object of putting these duties 
under some local authority. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) This 
matter appears to be connected with the 
powers and duties of Commissioners of 
and Land Drainage Boards, 
and I understand that the Royal Com- 
mission on Erosion of the Coasts have 
before them the circumstances of these 
bodies where they exercise powers on or 
near to the sea coast. I could not 
promise legislation without previous com- 
munication with my noble friend the 
President of the Board of Agriculiure, 
and at present it does not appear to 
me that the time would be opportune 
for proposing legislation. 


Protests against Dogs Act Orders in Salop. 

Mr. GEORGE ROBERTS (Norwich) : 
To ask the hon. Member for South 
Somerset, as representing the President 
of the Board of Agriculture, whether his 
attention has been drawn to the resolu- 
tions passed by the urban district council 
of Newport, the parish council of Shinfal, 
the urban council of Wem, and the 
urban council of Wellington, protesting 
against the recent Order under the Dogs 
Act by which dogs are not allowed to be 
out of doors between sunset and sunrise 
unless under the control of their owners 
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by leash or chain; and whether, in 
view of the inconvenience this Order 
inflicts upon farmers and others, he will 
have it withdrawn. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
Our attention had not previously been 
directed to the resolutions to which 
my hon. friend refers. The Order in 
question was made by the local authority 
for the county of ‘Salop, with whom 
we propose to communicate as to the 
suggestion made by my hon. friend. 
I shall be glad to acquaint him with the 
result. 


Railway Accidents—Arrests of Railway 
Officials. 
Mr. BELL (Derby): To ask Mr. 


Attorney-General whether any railway 
servant or other workman concerned 
ii railway collisions or other railway or 
industrial accidents, since 1885, has been 
arrested upon a warrant and criminally 
indicted before a coroner’s inquiry has 
been held; and, if any, will he give the 
names, dates, and index to the particulars 
of each case. 


(Answered by Sir John Walton.) So 
far as I can ascertain there does not 
appear to be any such case of the kind 
to which the hon. Member refers. 


School Teachers’ Official Correspondence— 
Allowance for Postage. 


Mr. LLOYD MORGAN (Carmarthen- 
shire, W.): Toask the President of the 
Board of Education whether it is custom- 
ary to allow teachers in elementary 
schools the cost of postage in replying 
to official communications from education 
committees; and whether the Board 
of Education have issued or intend to 
issue any instructions in the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) I have 
no precise information with regard to 
the first part of the Question, but I 
should presume the Answer to be in the 
affirmative. The Answer to the second 
paragraph is in the negative. 


Welsh Education Department. 
Mr. D. A. THOMAS (Merthyr Tydvil) : 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Education if it is his intention to intro- 
duce at an early date a Bill to establish 
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Wales, or whether the new Welsh Educa- 
tion Department is considered to be in 


| substitution of the promised National 


Council. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The: 
Answer to the first paragraph is in the 
negative. It is hoped that many of the 
purposes which such a council might 
have been expected to serve may be 
effectively secured by the new Welsh 
Department of the Board of Education. 


Mr. DY. A. THOMAS: To ask the 
President of the Board of Education 
whether the new Welsh Education De- 
partment will involve any additional 
charge on the Exchequer; and, if so, 
what is the estimated total amount. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
total additional cost to the Exchequer 
for the year 1907-8 is estimated at 
£2,050. 


The Comptroller and Auditor-General and. 
Navy Appropriation Accounts. 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis): To 
ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether, in view of the duty of the 
Comptroller and Auditor-General under 
Acts 29 and 30 Vict., 1866, to draw 
the attention of Parliament, in the 
Appropriation Accounts, to any failure 
to spend money for the specific purpose 
for which it was voted, he will explain 
why the Navy Appropriation Accounts 
1905-6, do not draw attention to the 
fact that an armoured cruiser was dropped 
from the programme in the same month 
as the money was voted, July 1905, and 
to failures to carry out repairs in ships, 
such as the ‘“ Hannibal,’ for which 
sums were set down in the Navy Esti- 
mates. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) The 
Comptroller and Auditor-General is not 
an officer of my Department, and I 
cannot undertake to answer Questions 
relating to the manner in which he dis- 
charges his statutory duties, for which 
he is directly responsible to Parliament 
through the Public Accounts Committee. 
I may, however, point out that the 
Dockyard Expense Accounts, 1905-6, 
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with the Comptroller and Auditor- 
Generel’s Report thereon, have not yet 
been published. 


(Questions. 


Mr. BELLAIRS: To ask Mr. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer whether he is 
aware that in the Appropriation Account, 
1905-6, the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General draws the attention of Parliament 
to the fact that firms were entrusted 
with the building of three cruisers of the 
** Invincible ’’ class, costing £5,194,368 
without any other firms being invited to 
tender; and whether he will publish the 
correspondence that passed between the 
Auditor-General and the Admiralty as 
to the reasons for this deviation from 
accepted practice, having regard to the 
fact that the representative of the Ad- 
miralty in the House of Commons refused 
te offer eny explanation last session. 


(Answerea by Mr Asquith.) 1 have no 
direct access to the records of either the 
Board of Admiralty or the Comptroller 
and Auditor-General, both of whom are 
directly responsible to Parliament. The 
matter will presumably be dealt with by 
the Public Accounts Committee, to 
whom the House has referred the Navy 
Appropriation Account, 1905-6, with 
the Report thereon of the Comptroller 
and Auditor-General. 


Working of Clause 3 of the Indian 
Contract Act Amendment Act. 

Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) ‘ 
To ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether the Government of India has 
made any Report to the India Office 
upon the working of Clause 3 of the 
Indian Contract Act Amendment Act, 
whereby special reference was made in 
illustration (b) to the case of the Indian 
agriculturist ; and whether, if the Answer 
be in the negative, he will ask the said 
Government to call for Reports from 
provincial administrations upon this 
subject. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
The Answer to the first part of the Ques- 
tion is in the negative. I am afraid that 
formal Reports of the nature suggested 
would involve a laborious examination 
of the decisions of Courts of all grades, 
and as at present advised I doubt the 


{COMMONS} 





Questions. 456 
necessity for calling for them from the 
local governments. But I will ask the 
Government of India to let me have any 
information on the subject which may be 
available. 


Condition of the Royal Canal, Ireland. 

Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he can 
state if anv meeting of the Board of 
Control, which was reconstructed last 
year, has been recently held; whether 
he can state what steps are being taken 
to have the Royal Canal put in proper 
navigable condition; whether he is 
aware that complaints have been made 
by traders and boat owners stating that 
men working at repairs had been with- 
drawn; and whether he will compel 
the necessary work to be done. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The last 
meeting of the Board of Control was 
held on 20th February, when certain 
complaints were considered and action 
was decided upon. The coniplaints did 
not include any from traders or boat 
owners. The Board have recently made 
a communication to the Lord-Lieutenant 
upon the subject of the condition of the 
Royal Canal, and the question of the 
further action to be taken is under con- 
sideration. 


Power of Water Bailiffs to Search. 

Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether Water Bailiff Cornelius 
Coffey, of Boherboy, county Cork, was 
empowered to search the coat pockets 
of a vouth named Hudner on the 23rd 
instant near Kanturk; and whether a 
copy of the warrant entitling Coffey to 
continue such conduct will be published 
for the guidance of anglers in the Kanturk 
and other districts. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The hon. 
Member raises a question of law upon 
which I am not prepared to offer an 
opinion. The matter is one for the 
decision of a Court of Law. The powers 
of water bailiffs are set forth in the Act 
5 and 6 Vic., cap. 106, section 86, and 
not in the warrants of such bailiffs. 
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Clones Loan Fund. 

Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH : To‘ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that there are considerable funds at 
present to the credit of the Clones (county 
Monaghan) Loan Fund, and debenture 
holders are much in need of money; and 
will he say when the Loan Fund Board 
anticipate that at any rate a dividend 
will be paid to the debenture holders. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Loan 
Fund Board inform me that the amount 
at present to the credit of the Clones 
Loan Fund is £242, but not all of it is 
available for distribution. Over £1,000 
still remains outstanding, and the re- 
ceiver is endeavouring to obtain further 
payments. The Board do not think it 
desirable to direct the payment of a 
further dividend at present. A former 
dividend at 4s. in the pound amounted 
to £440. 


Irish Local Government Board and 
chitects’ Fees. 


Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH : To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether his attention 
has been directed to a resolution of the 
Ulster Society of Architects complaining 
that the fees fixed by the Local Govern- 
ment Board for architectural work in 
connection with the Labourers’ (Ireland) 


Acts are such as to exclude properly | 
qualified architects ; and whether, as the | 


State has to look to the buildings under 
the Act as security for the moneys 
advanced, he will endeavour to have a 
more generous scale of fees substituted 
so thatthe local authorities may not be 
driven to the employment of untrained 
and incompetent persons as architects. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The resolu- 
tion has been received. The scale of 
fees for architectural work was fixed by 
the Local Government Board after very 
careful consideration, and no circum- 
stance has arisen showing a necessity for 
increasing the fees. As a matter of fact, 
many highly qualified architects have 
applied to rural district councils for 
employment at less than the maximum 
fee fixed by the Board. 
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Intergrading of Irish National Schoo 
Teachers. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.) :}To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Com- 
missioners of National Education in 
Ireland have considered the effect on 
old teachers of the rule as to intergrading 
in connection with obtaining an increase 
in salary ; and whether the Commissioners 
could vary such rule so that it would not 
be applicable to teachers of twenty years. 
service. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Com- 
missioners of National Education inform 
me that there is no special rule in regard 
to the promotion of the teachers known 
as intergrade teachers. The promotion 
of these teachers is governed by the 
general rules, and the Commissioners *%do 
not think it practicable or desirable to 
make any exceptional rules for the pro- 
motion of such teachers upon the mere 
ground of length of service. 


Sale of the Estate of Late Robert H. W. 
Heard. 

Mr. KENDAL O’BRIEN (Tipperary, 
Mid.) : To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
is aware that the tenants on the estate 
of the representatives of the late Robert 
H. W. Heard, situate at Longhill, Kil- 
common, county Tipperary, signed agree- 
ments to purchase under the Land Act in 
the year 1904; and if he can say when 
the sale of the estate will be completed. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) Purchase 
agreements in respect of this estate were 
lodged with the Estates Commissioners 
in May, 1905. An inspector will shortly 
visit the lands, but the Commissioners 
cannot say definitely when the sale will 
be completed. The case will be dealt 
with in order of priority. 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


Pay of the First Sea Lord. 

*Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether any special application was made 
by letter from the Board of Admiralty t» 
the Treasury for the half-pay of the First 











459 


Sea Lord to be fixed at £2,000 per annum 
when, as stated on page 158 of the Navy 
Estimates, the correct half-pay of an 
Admiral of the Fleet is £1,222 15s. ; and 
what special circumstances guided the 
Treasury in making this increase, while 
Navy Estimates in all other directions 
were being cut down. 


Questions. 


I beg also to ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty whether he is aware that the 
pay of the First Sea Lord from all sources 
is £3,865 per annum, in addition to a 
house in Queen Anne’s Gate ; whether he 
is aware that this marks an increase of 
£1,143 above what was paid to the pre- 
vious occupant of the post, Admiral of 
the Fleet Lord Walter Kerr ; whether he 
can state the special circumstances under 
which the First Sea Lord’s half-pay was 
increased from £1,222 15s. to £2,000; 
whether an Order in Council appeared in 
the London Gazette ; and, if so, on what 
date. 


*THE SECRETARY To THE ADMIR- 
-ALTY (Mr. Epmunp Ropertson, Dun- 
dee): The Answer to the first and 
second parts of the Question addressed 
to me is inthe aftirmative. The pre- 
sent rate of half-pay is fixed by Order 
in Council of the &th January, 1906, 
which provides for its issue to an Admiral 
of the Fleet holding the office of First Sea 
Lord who has rendered exceptional and 
special service. The reply to the last 
‘part of the Question is in the negative. 
In reply to the other Question the 
Treasury signified their concurrence 
‘before the Order in Council was obtained. 


*Mr. BELLAIRS: Is it not the rule 
for Orders in Council to be published in 
the Gazette. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : T have 


nothing to do with that ; I think the Privy | 


Council is responsible. 


*Mr. BELLAIRS : In fixing the grant 
did the Board take into account what the 
First Sea Lord had already received in 


{COMMONS} 


460 


Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY (Paddington, 
N.): Does the increase in the stipend 
carry with it a corresponding increase in 
| the retiring allowance ? 


Questions. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : I will 
| inquire. 


Supplementary Officers in the Royal 
Navy. 

Mr. HART-DAVIES (Hackney, N.): 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty if his attention has been 
drawn to the position of the supple- 
mentary officers in the Royal Navy ; and 
whether, considering the difficulty in 
utilising their services, owing to their 
seniority, the Admiralty will consider 
the advisability of retiring all such 
officers on a reasonable pension. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : This 
question is engaging the attention of the 
Admiralty, but the difficulties in the 
way of revising the scheme of pension 
umler which these officers entered are con- 
siderable, and I cannot give any pledge 
at present, 


Cap Ribbons for Seamen. 

Mr. BELLAIRS: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Admiralty whether the 
Board have yet decided to issue two cap 
ribbons free ef charge to seamen and 
stokers, in view of the freyuency with 
which they are moved from ship to ship 
and the consequent expenditure out of 
their pay. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON: Yes, 
Sir, from the beginning of the next 
financial year. 


Sale of London Defences.. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD (Newceastle-under- 
| Lyme): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for War whether when the London 
defences are sold and the money realised 
placed to the Army Account, steps are 
taken to write off completely out of 
| Revenue the outstanding debts which 
| their construction originally involved. 





the way of extra remuneration by being | 


specially promoted to Admiral of the 
Fleet when the time came for his retire- 
ment ? 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON: All 
the facts were taken into consideration. 


| THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
WAR (Mr. HALDANE, Haddington): Of 
the total expenditure of £160,000 the 
| sum of £66,000 was defrayed out of the 
annual estimates, and the sum of £15,000 
out of a loan which has been completely 


| 
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redeemed. The remaining £85,000 
which was defrayed out of the Military 
Works Loan is being written off pari 
pussu With other expenditure under that 
joan. 


Mr. WEDGWOOD asked if it would 
not be more consonant with sound finance 
co write off the asset against the deficit / 


Mr. HALDANE said these were very 
short sinking funds and they had been 
paying off a large portion recently. 


War Office Buildings on Eltham Common. 

Lorp BALCARRES (Lancashire, Chor- 
ley): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for War it his Department proposes to 
erect buildings upon any portion of 
Eltham Common. 


Mr. HALDANE: A proposal to erect 
buildings for the Royal Army Medical 
Corps on Eltham Common is receiving 
consideration, but no definite decision has 
as yet been reached. 


Army Instruction. 

Sir HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, 
Central): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for War if his attention has been 
called to the great improvement resulting 
to Militia, Yeomanry, and Volunteer 
corps by the appointment, about 1875, 
for a limited term, of young and smart 
Regular officers as adjutants, acquainted 
with the latest developments in the 
military art, and able to devote all their 
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dynamite is lighted it will detonate, and 
in the millionth of a second the whole 
thing is resolved into its elements and 


"everything around is shattered ; whether 
'two kilogrammes of iodide of nitrogen 
were stored in the research laboratory at 


time to military duty; if he proposes to | 


withdraw them from the suggested 
territorial Army and replace them by 
fourteen major-generals; and if the 
permanent staff of sergeants-instructor 
will be withdrawn. 


Mr. HALDANE: I intend in intro- 
ducing the Territorial and Reserve Forces 
Bill to deal with the general question of 


the instruction of the territorial forces. | 


Perhaps, therefore, the hon. and gallant 
Member will permit me to defer answer- 
ing the points raised in his Question. 


The Woolwich Explosion. 

Mr. A. L. STANLEY (Cheshire, 
Eddisbury): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for War whether his scientific 
advisers are of opinion that cordite can- 
not be made to detonate, and that if 


Woolwich ; whether this substance, if 
kept in a moist state, cannot easily be 
detonated; whether this substance can 
be kept at allin adry state ; and whether 
he has any information to give the House 
as to the cause of the explosion that took 
place in the research laboratory at Wool- 
wich. 


Mr. HALDANE: It is doubtful 
whether cordite can be detonated, but if 
it is possible the circumstances must be 
exceptional. Dynamite if lighted cannot 
be detonated unless it is confined. There 
was no iodide of nitrogen in the research 
laboratory in the chemical research 
magazine. It can be detonated under 
water, and cannot be kept in a dry state. 
An inguiry is being held as to the cause 
of the explosion at Woolwich. 


The Yeomanry. 

Mr. W. F. D. SMITH (Strand, West- 
minster): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for War whether yeomen enlisted 
before the new Army scheme is adopted 
will, in the event of its adoption, have 
their pay and allowances reduced, or 
whether they will be allowed to serve 
their three years upon the scale of pay 
in force at the time of their enlistment. 


Mr. HALDANE: Until the schemes 
are worked out in detail I cannot give 
precise detailed Answers to Questions of 
this character, but of course any yeoman 
will, if called up for training, receive 
the pay and allowances for which he 
contracted. 


Army Council and the Territorial Army. 

*Sirn CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether the 
representation of the Territorial Army 
on the Army Council has been con- 
sidered ; and, if so, whether he can 
make any statement on the subject to 
the House on the introduction of the 
proposed Bill. 


Mr. HALDANE: Iam not at present 


in a position to give any details in regard 


_ 
_ 
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to the manner in which this will be 
effected. 


Service and Proficiency Pay. 

Sir WILLIAM BULL (Hammersmith) 
on behalf of the hon. Member for the 
Ealing Division of Middlesex : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for War if the 
new system of service and proficiency pay 
will effect any ; and approximately what, 
economy during the official year 1907-8. 


Mr. HALDANE: One of the principal 
features of proficiency pay is that it 
depends in every case upon the attain- 
ment of certain standards of skill in 
Musketry or other Military qualifications. 
The new rules will doubtless effect some 
saving in 1907-8 ; but until experience 
has been gained of their effect upon the 
average standard of skill reached by the 
soldier, it is not practicable to give any 
reliable estimate of the amount. 


Indigo Dyes. 

*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
{ndia whether tests recently made by 
experts at Cawnpore regarding the rela- 
tive merits of natural and synthetic 
indigos, resulted in proving the superi- 
ority in all respects of the natural dye ; 
and, if so, whether he will take steps to 
make generally known these results, in 
order to counteract reported results of 
laboratory tests to the contrary effect, 
widely published, to the detriment of an 
important British-Indian industry. 


THe UNDER-SECRETARY oF STATE 
FoR INDIA (Mr. CHAarLes Hopnouse, 
Bristol, E.): I have not heard that such 
tests have been made at Cawnpore. The 
Indian newspapers so far as we can ascer- 
tain make no reference to the subject. 


Indian Co-operative Credit Societies. 

*Mr. REES: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for India whether he 
will lay Papers showing the progress of 
co-operative credit societies in India, and 
whether success has attended this new 
departure. 


Mr. CHARLES HOBHOUSE: I have 
received from the Government of India, 
2 memorandum, based on the published 
Reports of the provincial registrars, show- 
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ing the progress made, and I shall be 
happy to lay it on the Table if my hon, 
friend will move for it. The figures 
indicate satisfactory progress. The 
Government of India report that general 
interest in the movement has been dis- 
played by all classes. 


(Questions. 


Railway Rolling Stock in India. 

*Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for India, whether, in view 
of the bumper crop of rice, ;seeds and 
wheat, the Budget allotment of Rs.382 
lakhs for railway waggons has been 
wholly expended, and will be followed, 
notwithstanding the reduction of the 
total provision for railways, by a larger 
estimate for the coming financial year, 
and whether two mills at Howrah have 
recently been closed owing to the want 
of sufticient wagons for coal traffic. 


Mr. CHARLES HOBHOUSE: I am 
unable to state how much of the current 
year’s allotment for provision of rolling 
stock has so far been expended. The 
grant for 1907-1908 is, as stated in my 
replies to recent questions, larger than 
that for the current year, notwithstand- 
ing the reduction in the total provision 
for railways. I have seen a statement in 
the public press that two mills at How- 
rah have recently been closed owing to 
the want of sufficient wagons for coal 
traffic, but I have no other information on 
the subject. 


Indian Taxpayers and the Army 
stimates. 

*Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for India whether the Army 
Estimates, in so far as they affect the 
Indian taxpayer, are settled by the War 
Oftice without communication with the 
Indian Office. 


Mr. CHARLES HOBHOUSE: The 
Army Estimates of the home Govern- 
ment seldom affect the Indian taxpayer, 
and they are therefore ordinarily pre- 
pared without communication with the 
Indian Office. On exceptional occasions, 
when provision is made for a measure 
(such as an increase in the rate of pay 
of British soldiers) appreciably affecting 
the Indian taxpayer, the Secretary of 
State for India is consulted. No necessity 
for any such consultation has arisen in 
the present year. 
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Army Estimates and India. 

*Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for India whether the 
Army Estimates in so far as they relate 
to India, make the usual provision for 
the protection of the Indian Empire, of 
its Anglo-Indian, and British-Indian in- 
habitants, and of the  British-Indian 
frontiers. 


Mr. CHARLES HOBHOUSE: The 


Answer is in the affirmative. 


Prison Treatment of Indian Journalists. 

Dr. RUTHERFORD = (Middlesex, 
Brentford) : I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for India whether he has any official 
reports showing that the proprietor and 
the editor of the Punjabi were hand- 
cuffed and chained, compelled to grind 
Indian corn, and otherwise maltreated in 
gaol ; and whether he will give orders 
that no political prisoners shall receive 
such treatment in the future. 


Mr. CHARLES HOBHOUSE: So 
far as Iam at present aware, the pro- 
prietor and editor of the Punjali were, 
after conviction, treated in all respects as 
ordinary prisoners. [I am making in- 
quiry, and expect further information as 
to details. 


Cabling Minister's Speeches to South 
Africa. 
sir HOWARD VINCENT: I beg to 


ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies what was the total cost of the 
ciblegrams despatched from the Colonial 
Office to South Africa in the year 1906 ; 
how many of his own speeches were so 
cabled ; of how many words they con- 
sisted ; whether the cabling was paid for 
by himself or by the British taxpayer, or 
carried forward for payment on delivery ; 
and if his speech of 19th February, re- 
lating to the approaching Imperial 
Conference has been cabled to the states- 
men of the Empire. 


THe UNDER - SECRETARY or 
STATE ror THE COLONIES (Mr. 
CHURCHILL, Manchester, N. W.): The 
total cost of cablegrams despatched from 
the Colonial Office to South Africa in 
1906 was £3,648, but the hon. and gallant 
Member must not debit me with a 
liability for the whole of that sum. Five 
telegrams were sent containing summaries 
or extracts from my speeches amounting 
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to about 3,400 words in code, and the 
speech of 19th February was not among 
them. These telegrams were sent at the 
public expense for the reasons already 
explained by my right hon. friend the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in this 
House, and the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies in another place. The hon. and 
gallant Member refrains from asking the 
cost of these telegrams, but perhaps the 
House will allow me to say that it only 
amounted to about £200 out of the 
£3,648. 


Sir HOWARD VINCENT asked 
whether the amount of £200 had been 
passed by the Auditor-General, or sur- 
charged to the hon. Gencleman. 


Mr. CHURCHILL : It has not been 
surcharged to me, and I do not think it 
is likely to be. 


Army and Navy Expenditure in the 

olonies. 

Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston): I beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies what, according to the latest 
figures available, is the total naval and 
military expenditure per head of the 
population incurred by the taxpayers of 
the United Kingdom, ‘of Canada, of 
Australia, and of New Zealand, respec- 
tively. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: According to the 
latest figures available, the total naval 
and military expenditure per head of the 
population of European descent is in 
Canada, 4s. 8d.; in Australia, 5s. 1d. ; 
and in New Zealand, 5s. 4d. I under- 
stand that the expenditure per head in 
the United Kingdom is about 40s. 


Sir Alexander Swettenham. 

Mr. H. H. MARKS (Kent, Thanet) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies whether Sir Alexander 
Swettenham, the Governor of Jamaica, 
has tendered his resignation ; if he has, 
on what date did he tender it, and upon 
what grounds; what action has been 
taken upon it; and can he state when 
the Papers with reference to it will be 
laid before the House. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: On the 23rd 
January, Sir A. Swettenham applied for 
permission to retire from duty on the 
ground of age. The Governor was given 
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an opportunity of continuing to hold 
oftice, but informs the Secretary of State 
in a telegram just received that he has 
decided not to do so. When the Papers 
are complete the Secretary of State will 
determine what it is in the public 
interest to publish. 


British Indian Traders at Ladysmith. 


Dr. RUTHERFORD: I beg to ask the | 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies | 


whether his attention has been drawn 
to the refusal by the borough licensing 
officer of Ladysmith of renewals to shop 
licences to M. A. Goga, Bennee, and 8. A. 
Rahine, three established British-Indian 
storekeepers of that town, under the 
powers conferred by the Traders’ Licens- 
ing Act of 1897 ; whether he is acquainted 
with any instances of refusal to European 
storekeepers of shop licences under the 
Act; if not, whether he will inquire 
whether there has ever been such an 
instance; and whether he will inquire 
into the reasons for the refusals in 
question and remind the Government 
of Natal of the necessity of administering 
this law impartially to both European and 
Indian traders. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Inquiry shall be 
made with regard to these particular 
cases, to which my attention had not 
previously been called. As I have already 
stated, the Secretary of State is in com- 
munication with the Government of Natal 
regarding the administration of the Act. 


New Hebrides Convention. 
Mr. MOORE (Antrim, N.): I beg to 


ask the Under-Secretary of State for | 
the Colonies if it is possible to make | 
any alteration in the prescribed con- | 


ditions of adult and child labour, male 
and female, in the New Hebrides, as 
desired by many Members of this House, 
without the concurrence of the French 
Government, 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Like all inter- 
national agreements, the New Hebrides 
Convention can only be altered with the 
consent of both the parties. 


Mr. STANLEY WILSON (Yorkshire, 
E.R., Holderness): I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
if any communication passed between 
His Majesty's Government and _ the 
Government of Fiji before or after the 
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vention ; and if he will lay Papers on the 
subject. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary 
of State has been in frequent communica- 
| tion with the High Commissioner for the 

Western Pacific (whom no doubt the hon, 

| Member means to indicate) both before 
and after the signature of the New 
Hebrides Convention; but it is not 
intended to publish the correspondence, 
as it was for the most part of a con- 
| fidential nature. The views of the High 
{Commissioner on certain points of the 
| Convention can be gathered from the 
| despatch printed on pages 53-56 of the 
recent Blue-book. 


Trinidad Labour for the Panama Canal. 

Sir WILLIAM BULL: On behalf of 
the hon. Member for the Ealing Division 
of Middlesex, I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
under what Ordinance and under whose 
authority labourers from Trinidad have 
been recruited to work on the Panama 
Canal. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The recruiting 
did not take place under the provisions 
of any particular Ordinance, but the 
‘Colonial Government might, had they 
chosen, have placed it under the restric- 
tions of the Foreign Labour Contract 
Ordinance. These restrictions were 
| waived, on condition of the form of 
‘contract to be entered into by the 
‘labourers being submitted to the Colonial 
| Government for approval. 


Transvaal Upper Chamber. 

Mr. ALDEN (Middlesex, Tottenham) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
for the Colonies whether Lord Selborne 
took into consideration the political views 
of those nominated to the Upper House ; 
in whose names the two protests with 
regard to the constitution of that House 
/were sent; what answers, if any, were 
returned to those protests ; and whether 
General Botha took any part in the 
‘movement designed to obtain a recon- 
sideration of those nominations. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Answer to the 
first point in the Question is in the 
atlirmative. I gather that letters on the 
subject were addressed to Lord Selborne 


_ by Het Volk and the National Association, 
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but I cannot say in whose names they 
were sent, or whether General Botha was 
asignatory. The Governor informs me 
that he replied as follows:—“I have 
replied that nominations have been settled 
with the greatest care and with your full 
concurrence and duly gazetted, and that 
Ican hold out no expectation whatever 
of revision. I have added that I am 
satisfied that Legislative Councillors will 
perform their task impartially and justly, 
with a single eye to the welfare of the 
Transvaal and South Africa, without 
regard to the particular interests of any 
one race or Party, and that proof of their 
suitability will be found in their practical 
work.” 


Mr. ALDEN asked whether there was 
any possibility of obtaining information 
with regard to the political denomination 
of some of the gentlemen who had been 
nominated. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The usual 
channels are open, I suppose, to my hon. 
friend for inquiring into their character 
and status. 


*Mr. MACKARNESS (Berkshire, 
Newbury): I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies is aware that the appointments 
to the Second Chamber in the Transvaal 
recommended by Lord Selborne have 
heen received with wide dissatisfaction in 
the Colony; and whether he inquired 
upon whose advice Lord Selborne acted 
in making the recommendations before 
he ratified them. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State is aware that criticisms have been 
made, but he has no evidence of the 
“wide dissatisfaction” referred to by 
my hon. friend. He did not inquire 


upon whose advice Lord Selborne re- | 


commended these gentlemen; he felt 
confident the Governor would be well 
advised before he submitted any recom- 
mendations to the Secretary of State. 
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be no -question of its being revised or 
modified in any way. No powers exist 
under the Constitution for effecting such 
revision, and were such powers available 
His Majesty’s Government would not 
propose to employ them. 


Questions. 


*Mr. MACKARNESS asked whether 
the political views of the majority of 
those appointed to the Upper Chamber 
were in harmony with those of the 
majority of the Lower House, or the 
reverse. 


Mr, CHURCHILL : The appointment 
of the Upper Chamber was made without 
reference to the election, and before the 
election took place. No constitutional 
conflict need, I think, be apprehended ; 
but should such conflict arise the Consti- 
tution provides full machinery whereby 
the representative Assembly can make 
its will prevail over the will of the 
Second Chamber. 


Emigration Literature. 

Mr. HILLS (Durham): I beg to ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether he is aware that the 
Emigrants’ Information Office, an 
institution supported by public money, 
issues a handbook extolling the advan- 
tages of the United States as a field for 
emigration ; and whether he will consider 
the advisability of not spending public 
money in advertising the merits of a 
foreign country, seeing that many of the 
British Colonies are urgently in need of 
population, more particularly population 
of British origin. 





My noble friend further considered the | 


nominations independently in the light 
of the information about persons and 
Parties in the Transvaal possessed by the 


Colonial Office, and the list as published | 


represents the choice of His Majesty’s 
Government as well as that of the High 
Commissioner. I may add that there can 


Mr. CHURCHILL: It is the duty of 
the Emigrants’ Information Office to give 
useful and trustworthy information to 
‘intending emigrants to the British 
Colonies and elsewhere. The attention 
of the office is chiefly directed to the 
British Colonies, but the Secretary of 
State cannot think it right to deny 
accurate information to emigrants from 
this country who deliberately desire to 
make a new home in the United States. 


Jamaica Earthquake—Government 
rant. 
Mr. GIBBS (Bristol, W.): I beg to 
ask Mr. Chaneellor of the Exchequer 


‘whether the Imperial Government intend 


to make a grant to Jamaica to help in 
the rebuilding of Kingston. 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: The question ' 


whether His Majesty’s Government can 
give financial assistance to the Island of 
Jamaica for the relief of sufferers by the 
recent earthquake is still under considera- 
tion, and no definite reply can yet be 
given. 


New Hebrides--Labour for New 
aledonia. 

Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend): 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Atfairs whether, under the Con- 
vention with France regarding the New 
Hebrides, this Government has any 
control over, or responsibility for, natives 
recruited in the islands for New 
Caledonia, or if it is within the power of 
either party to the Convention, or both 
together, to specify the nature of the 
conditions under which natives may be 
recruited for work outside the islands, or 
define, or co-operate in defining, the 
regulations to be applied to the daily 
labour, housing, food, medical attendance, 
hours of work, or any fines and penalties 
to be imposed outside the New Hebrides. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Answer to 
the first part of the hon. Member's 
Question is in the negative. No vessel 
can recruit natives in the New Hebrides 
without a licence from one of the two 
High Commissioners or their delegates ; 
and it is within the power of these 
otticers to refuse licences to recruit for 
work outside the group, unless they are 
satisfied that such work will be conducted 
under proper conditions. 


Chicago Meat Packing Scandals. 

Sir WILLIAM BULL: I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he has now had time to examine 
Consul! Finn’s Report, despatched on the 
i4th May last, re the meat-packing 
establishments in Chicago ; and if he will 
now see fit to lay it upon the Table. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY to 
THE TREASURY (Mr. Runciman, Dews- 
bury, for Sir Epwarp Grey): As the 
hon. Member was informed on the 3]st 
October last, the Report was sent to the 
Local Government Board. It is not 
proposed to publish it. 


Commercial Treaty with Germany. 
Mr. HILLS: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs if the 


- that Question. 











German Government can, without notice, 
terminate the most-favoured-nation ar- 
rangement between Germany and the 
United Kingdom, or, if notice is required, 
what is the nature of such notice. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: No _ notice is 
required ; but it is not to be expected 
that none would be given. 


Trawling in the Moray Firth. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether he is now in 
communication with the Norwegian 
Government with a view to uphold the 
decision of the High Court of Justiciary 
that beam or otter trawling in the Moray 
Firth is illegal, whether practised by 
foreign or British trawlers; and if he 
has not yet taken any such action will he 
state the reason. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The Act of Par. 
liament as interpreted by the High Court 
of Justiciary is in conflict’ with inter- 
national law. My right hon. friend has 
received a communication from the Nor- 
wegian Minister, stating that orders have 
been issued to warn all owners of 
Norwegian trawlers fishing in the Moray 
Firth to cease from doing so, and not to 
expect the support of their Government 
in case of proceedings being taken 
against them in Scotland. It is added 
that by this attitude the Norwegian 
Government do not give up the right 
possessed by Norwegians in common with 
other foreign vessels, according to inter- 
national law, of fishing off the coasts of 
this country outside territorial waters. 
The step which they have now taken is 
a provisional measure to remove as far as 
possible the present difficulties, and to 
avoid a repetition of the cases which 
have occurred, until a final arrangement 
may be reached. My right hon. friend 
hopes the hon. Member will recognise, as 
His Majesty’s Government have done, 
the friendly attitude which the Nor- 
wegian Government have observed. 


Major ANSTRUTHER-GRAY (St. 
Andrews Burghs): Are we to under- 
stand that natives of Norway trawling in 
the Moray Firth will in future be prose- 
cuted or liable to prosecution ? 


Mr RUNCIMAN: I cannot answer 
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Qualifications for Parliamentary 
Franchise. 


Mr. HAROLD COX: I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether he can state at 
what age the right to vote in legislative 
elections begins in the different countries 
of the world possessing Parliamentary 
Government. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Giap- 
sTONE, Leeds, W.): The latest avail- 
able information respecting the qualifi- 
cations for the Parliamentary franchise 
in foreign countries will be found in a 
Paper (Miscellaneous, No. 1 C3665) pre- 
sented to Parliament in 1883. 


In answer to Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND 
(Clare, E.), 


Mr. GLADSTONE admitted that the 
information was rather antiquated. 


Mr. HAROLD COX: Cannot the 
right hon. Gentleman bring it up to 
date ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I will communi- 
cate with the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs on the subject. 


Private Elementary Schools. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department if his attention has 
been called to a case in which Mr. Ford- 
ham, the magistrate on the hearing of a 
summons on school attendance, declared 
that the woman prosecuted could not send 
her child to a private school; and 
whether he proposes to take any steps, 
by legislation or otherwise, to deal with 
such cases. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I have made 
inquiry, and am asked by the magistrate 
to say that he has never made such a 
statement as is attributed to him. If the 
case referred to is one heard at the North 
London Police Court on the 19th ultimo, 
the mother of a child had in that case 
refused to send her to any school except 
toa private school, which was not efficient 
and from which the child could absent 
herself without difficulty whenever her 
mother wanted her at home. The 
magistrate pointed out that attendance 


at a school of this character is no sutticient | ( 
| state that the market for the two kinds of 


compliance with the Act. 
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Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: Who 
is the judge of the efficiency of the school ! 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I suppose the 
magistrate satisfied himself as to that. 


Laundries in Religious Institutions. 

Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether a Bill dealing 
with the inspection of laundries in connec- 
tion with religious institutions will be 


. 


introduced before Easter. 
Mr. GLADSTONE: I hope so, Sir. 


Captain CRAIG (Down, E.): Will 
the Government use their enormous 
majority to push this measure through ! 


{No Answer was returned. | 


Illegal Overtime. 

Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD 
(Leicester) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department 
whether in order to diminish the amount 
of illegal overtime, he will allow assistant 
inspectors throughout the country to 
visit any factory during hours which 
appear to be illegal, in the same way as 
is now the case in cotton districts where 
time-cribbing is alleged to have been 
practised. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Under the 
arrangements which I have approved and 
which I have explained in my Answer to 
a question of the hon. Member the other 
day, the Inspector in charge of a district 
will be able to assign to an assistant the 
duty of visiting any factory or class of 
factories in which illegal overtime is 
suspected to prevail. 


Non-Poisonous Matches. 

Mr. ARTHUR HENDERSON (Dur- 
ham, Barnard Castle): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment if he is aware that Messrs. 
Morlands have a patent for the manu- 
facture of non-poisonous matches; and 
whether, in view of the number of fatal 
cases which have recently occurred at 
this factory, the Home Office will bring 
powers to bear for the purpose of 
inducing the firm to discard the use of 
yellow phosphorus. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Messrs. Morland 
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matches is different, and that the demand 
for matches with white phosphorus would 
not be met by the supply of the other 
kind. The manufacture of matches with 
white phosphorus is already under a set 
of special rules. A recent Report upon 
the question has been laid upon the Table 
and will be issued in a few days. Further 
action is under consideration, but I am 
not yet in a position to say exactly the 
steps I shall take. 


Questions. 


Factory Inspectors’ Staff. 

Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD: I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, why an appointment 
has been made to the staff of factory 
inspectors upon examinations designed 
for the Home and Indian Civil Services ; 
whether, when these examinations were 
advertised, it was stated than an appoint- 
ment to the factory inspectors’ staff would 
be made from them; why the usual 


means of filling vacancies in the staff 


were not adopted in this case ; and why 
te appointment in question carries with 
it an extra allowance, in addition to the 
ordinary salary of a junior inspector, of 
£50 a year. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Tie post filled 
by this appointment is that of Secretary 
to the Chief Inspector of Factories, which 
has been newly created in order to give 
the chief inspector assistance in dealing 
with the mass of clerical work falling 
upon him, as for example, in preparing 
the material forthe Annual Report. The 
post requires special qualifications, and 


after inquiry the most suitable candidate | 


was found among the successful com- 
petitors in the Home and Indian Civil 
Service examination, and was appointed 
with the authority of the Treasury. The 
Answer to the second part of the Question 
is in the negative, and the third part is 
covered by what I have already said. As 
regards the fourth part, secretarial duties 
such as those attached to the new post 
involve extra work and responsibilities, 
which it is usual to recognise by a special 
allowance. 


Railway Charges for Reserving Seats. 

Mr. W. R. REA (Scarborough) : I beg 
to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether his attention has been 
called to the practice, recently instituted 
on certain railway lines, of making a 
charge for reserving seats in advance, 
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| this charge amounting, in effect, to an 
increase in the fares; and whether he 
| proposes to take any steps, by legislation 
‘or otherwise, to prevent the spread of 
| the practice. 


Questions. 


THE SECRETARY To tHE BOARD cr 
TRADE (Mr. Keartey, Devonport) : 
The Board of Trade have recently become 
aware that at least one railway company 
is making a charge for reserving seats oi 
one of its express trains. I ccnsider the 
practice an objectionable one. As to 
whether such a charge is legal or illegal 
I am not at present in a position to say, 
but I am making inquiries. 


Speed Indicators on Tube Electric 
ailways 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade whether a 
speed indicator showing highest speed 
run is in use on the trains of the various 
tube electric railways in London ; 
whether the Board of Trade regulations 
provide for a maximum speed ; and, if so, 
what is that speed. 


Mr. KEARLEY: A speed indicator is 
not in use on any of the London tube 
railways. No limit of speed has been 
| prescribed by the Board of Trade on such 
railways. 


Tube Railways—Precautions against Fire. 

Mr. WEIR: [ beg to ask the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade if he wil! 
state whether there any automatic 
arrangement for cutting off the electric 
current in the event of accident or fire on 
the tube electric railways of London and 
other electric lines in this country. 





1S 


Mr. KEARLEY: The Answer is in 
| the negative, and the electrical adviser of 
the Board of Trade recommends that 
| automatic arrangements for this purpose 
;are not desirable. He however, 
| considering the question of the improve- 
ment of existing arrangements to meet 
possible emergencies. 


is, 


Mullingar and Sligo Railway. 
Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade whether any periodical in- 
spection is made of the permanent way 
on the Midland Great Western Railway 
line between Mullingar and _ Sligo; 








whether he is aware that, owing to 
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defective rails and bad couplings, great 
vibration and dangerous rocking occurs 
at several points on the journey ; 
whether any Report except that of the 
officials is received or made on the state 
of the line ; and whether an independent 
inspection can be ordered by the Board 
of Trade. 


Mr. KEARLEY: The responsibility 
for the proper maintenance of a line of 
railway which has already been opened 
for traftic rests entirely with the com- 
pany concerned, and the Board of Trade 
have no power to make an inspection as 
suggested. They have been in com- 
munication with the company, who deny 
the statements in the Question as to the 
rails and couplings, and state that the 
portion of lines referred to is in good 
order. 


Midland and Great Western Railway of 
reland. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the President of the Board of Trade 
whether his attention has been called to 
the manner in which employees of the 
Midland Great Western Railway of 
Ireland are at present being overworked ; 
whether he is aware that signalmen, 
guards, and engine drivers are kept on 
duty from twelve to fourteen hours at a 
stretch without remission; whether a 
guard leaving Sligo at 5.45 a.m. has to 
take the 9.15 return train from Dublin 
hack to Sligo at 2.30 p.m., and may then 
he called on to take the 3.15 p.m. back to 
Mullingar without extra wages ; whether 
any power exists to have men who are 
engaged in dangerous and_ responsible 
positions of this kind given reasonable 
time in which to discharge their duties ; 
and will he cause an inquiry to be made 
generally into the working of this line in 
the interest of the health and lives of the 
workers as well as the safety of the 
travelling public. 


Mr. KEARLEY : No recent complaint 
of the hours of work on this line has 
been received, but if any specific repre- 
sentations as to excessive hours are made 
by or on behalf of the men concerned, 
on receipt of such representations inquiry 
will be made. 


Lascars on British Ships. 


Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Black- 


pool): I beg to ask the President of the | 
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Board of Trade whether his attention has 
been drawn to the fact that, when the 
Austrian- Lloyd steamer “ Imperatrix” 
was wrecked on the coast of Crete, the 
lascars who were members of the crew 
became panic stricken, and were with 
difficulty kept in order by their ofticers ; 
and whether he will say what steps, if 
any, are taken to secure that on British 
ships employing lascars there is a suffi- 
cient proportion of Europeans in the crew 
to insure the proper working of the ship 
in emergencies. 


Mr. KEARLEY: I have seen news- 
paper reports, but have no official infor- 
mation with regard to the case to which 
the hon. Member refers. It has not 
heen found necessary to lay down regula- 
tions prescribing the proportions of 
Europeans to lascars to be carried on 
British ships. Many instances are on 
record of acts of conspicuous gallantry 
at sea onthe part of lascars, the majority 
of whom are British subjects. 


Mr. ASHLEY: Is it not the fact that 
when the lascars get into a cold climate, 
such as prevails in the English Channel, 
they are physically unable to withstand 
its rigours ! 


Mr. KEARLEY: Some of their acts 
of heroism have, I happen to know, been 
performed in a cold climate. 


Colonial Draft Tariffs. 

Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend): 
I beg toask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether he will arrange that in the 
future the draft tariffs of the Colonies 
shall be submitted to the Commercial 
Intelligence Committee, as is done with 
the draft tariffs of foreign countries. 


Mr. KEARLEY: My right hon. 
friend will consider this suggestion, but 
as at present advised, he is somewhat 
doubtful of its expediency. Of course, 
Colonial tariff proposals are carefully 
examined by the Board of Trade. 


Germany and Canada. 

Sir GILBERT PARKER: I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he is aware that any arrange- 
ment between Canada and Germany 
whereby the surtax was removed would, 
in the absence of a reciprocal arrangement 
for mutual preference between Canada 
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and Great Britain, diminish by one-half 
the preference we now enjoy as against 
Germany; and, seeing that this is a 
matter of urgent importance, especially 
in the textile districts of this country 
which have derived benefit from the 
surtax, what action he proposes to take. 


Mr. KEARLEY: I have no informa- 
tion which would lead us to suppose that 
the Canadian Government is about to 
make the arrangement suggested in the 
Question ; but, should it consider such a 
step desirable, there appears no reason 
why it should necessitate any action on 
the part of the Board of Trade. 


Teachers in Non-provided Schools— 
Salaries. 


Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.): I 


beg to ask the President of the Board of | 


Education what is the amount of the 
salaries paid to teachers in non-provided 
schools in which religious teaching is 
given according to the doctrines of the 
Church of England, of the Church of 
Rome, of the Wesleyan body, and of all 
other denominations respectively. 


The following Questions were answered 
at the same time :— 


Sir EDWARD SASSOON (Hythe): 
To ask the President of the Board 
of Education whether he can state how 
many teachers were employed in non-pro- 
vided schools during the years ending, re- 
spectively, the 31st day of March, 1905, 
and the 3lst day of March, 1906; how 
many of those teachers were employed to 
give religious instruction which would not 
have heen permissible in provided schools ; 
and the amount paid by way of salaries 
during the years above named to the 
teachers so employed to give such religious 
instruction. 


Lorp EDMUND TALBOT (Sussex, 
Chichester): To ask the President of 
the Board of Education what is the 
estimated amount payable by the 
managers of Roman Catholic schools 
to local education authorities in respect 
of the Education (Special Religious In- 
struction) Bill during the financial year 
ending 31st March, 1907. 


THE PRESIDENT or tHE BOARD oF 
EDUCATION (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
mouthshire, N.): I hope very shortly to 
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lay upon the Table a statement showing 
the number of teachers (excluding pupil 
teachers and supplementary teachers) 
employed during the statistical year 
ended on 31st July, 1906, in voluntary 
schools classified under the heads of 
Church of England, Roman Catholic, 
Wesleyan, Jewish, and undenominational, 
together with the total amounts paid 
to them by local education authorities 
in respect of salaries. The number of 
teachers employed in giving special 
religious instruction, as defined by the 
Bill now before the House, must depend 
entirely on the arrangement of the staff 
in each school for the purposes of religious 
instruction. This is a matter under the 
sole control of the managers, about which 


(Juestions. 








I have no information. For this reason, 


| while it is impossible for the Board of 


Education to give any estimate of the 
total liabilities which will be imposed 
on the managers under the: Bill, I think 
that the managers who arrange the 
syllabus of religious instruction and the 
methods under which that instruction is 
given can themselves estimate the effect 
of those arrangements in respect of 
finance. 


Mr. MOORE: Is there any reason 
for ignoring the English Presbyterian 
Schools ? 
what- 


Mr. No 


ever. 


McKENNA : 


reason 


Mr. MOORE: Wiil the Return include 
them ? 


Mr. MCKENNA: Yes. 


Expenditure on Non-Provided Schools. 

Lorp R. CECIL: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education 
whether he can say approximately what 
has been the amount spent annually for 
alterations and repairs on non-provided 
schools since the Education Act, 1902, 
came into operation. 


Mr. McKENNA: I have no informa- 
tion on this matter, and in view of the 
fact that a considerable number of 
voluntary schools are the property of 
private owners who have executed the 
necessary repairs through their own 
employees, I fear no statistics sufficiently 
complete or reliable to be of any value 
are obtainable. 
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Lorp R. CECIL: Can the right hon. | 
Gentleman give any idea of the amount 
spent on schcols not belonging to private | 
owners ! 


Mr. MCKENNA: I have no informa- 


tion. 


Lorp R. CECIL: Will the right hon. 


Gentleman get it ? 


Mr. MCKENNA: I cannot promise. 
I will consider the point. 


Welsh Education Department. 

Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) : 
I heg to ask the President of the Board 
of Education, whether Mr. Alfred T. 
Davies, the Chief of the new Welsh 
Department, has any special or excep- 
tional qualifications for this position ; 
and whether, before his appointment, 
Mr. Davies had had any professional or 
other experience specially fitting him for 
educational work. 


Mr. MCKENNA: Yes, I am happy to 
think that, in addition to his strong 
personal qualifications for the post, 
including therein an intimate knowledge 
of Wales, of Welsh educational adminis- 
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trators, and of the Welsh point of view 
on edueation, Mr. A. T. Davies has 
further had long and varied practical | 
experience of educational administra- | 
tion himself, both as one of the 
Governors of the University College of 
Wales, a member of the Denbighshire 
Education Committee, and the organiser 
ot a scheme of technical instruction in | 
Lancashire. He has also been closely 
connected with the administration of | 
Evening Continuation Classes and _ has | 
made a special study of the treatment of | 
various educational problems in foreign | 
countries. Mr. Davies has had consider- | 
able and successful legal experience which | 
will be highly useful to the Board of 
Education in that department of its work 
with which he will mostly be concerned. 


An HUN. MEMBER: Does Mr. 
Davies belong to North Wales or South 
Wales ? 


Mr. MCKENNA: As far as I know he 
comes from Liverpool. 





Mr. BOWLES: Was one of his 
personal qualifications on which the right 
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hon. gentleman relies to be found in the 
fact that for some years he consistently 
defied in Wales the law which it will 
now be his auty to administer ? 


Mr. McKENNA: No, Sir, that was 
not one of his qualifications. I was not 
aware of the fact. 


Mr. D. A. THOMAS (Merthyr Tyd- 
vil): Has he an extensive knowledge of 
the Welsh language ? 


Mr. McKENNA: I cannot say. 


Manchester School Meal Depots. 

Mr. KELLEY (Manchester, S.W.): I 
beg to ask the President of the Board of 
Education whether he is aware that ,the 
Manchester Education Committee } is 
utilising the police stations as depots for 
the supply of meals to school children 
under the Education (Provision of Meals) 
Act, 1906 ; and whether, in view of the 
fact that such action is calculated to 
restrict the usefulness of the measure by 
preventing self-respecting citizens, though 
poor, from permitting their children to 
take meals in such places, he will take 
such steps as may be considered necessary 
to prevent a continuance of such practice. 

mised 1 

Mr. McKENNA: I am aware that 
the Manchester Education Committee are 
at present using the parade-rooms~ of 
three police stations for serving meals 
under the Provision of Meals Act, but 
the inference which the hon. Member 
draws appears to me to be one which can 
only be tested by experience. If;the 
local authority are satisfied that the hon. 
Member’s anticipations have been realised, 
I have no doubt that they will discontinue 
the arrangement, but it is not a matter 
for the intervention of the Board | of 
Education. 


Mr. ARTHUR HENDERSON : Does 
the right hon. Gentleman consider it a de- 
sirable arrangement, even if only=tem- 
porary ? 


Mr. McKENNA: It is a matter solely 
for the local authority, and I should 
deprecate being asked to express a 
personal opinion under the circumstances. 


American Mails. 
Mr. WATT (Glasgow, College) : I beg 
to ask the Postmaster-General if he is 
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aware that the proposed alteration by | 
the White Star Line in not calling at 
Queenstown will have the effect of | 
delaying delivery in Glasgow of the 
American mail from 7.50 a.m. on Wednes- 
days to 6 p.m., thus entailing the loss 
weekly of an entire day to the commerce 
of that city ; and if he will take steps to 
avert this loss. 


Questions. 


THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Poplar): As I 
recently stated in this House, I have no 
control over the movements of packets 
bringing mails from the United States 
to this country; but I am having the 
whole matter carefully examined in order 


that I may be in a position to decide | 


whether it is desirable to make repre- 


sentations on the subject to the United | 


States Government. I do not think, 
however, that in any case the amount of 
delay anticipated by the hon. Member 
will take place. 


Carrain DONELAN (Cork, E.): 
the right hon. Gentleman aware that as 
a result of a careful calculation made by 
the Cork Chamber 


the Question ? 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: 1 
shortly to receive a deputation on the 


subject, when no doubt the facts will be | 


brought out. 


Parliamentary Publications. 

Mr. CROMBIE (Iincardineshire) : I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether he intends to appoint a Sessional 
Committee to supervise the amount of 


matter printed and the distribution of | 


official publications, as recommended by 
the Select Committee of 1906. 


nas 
Mr. RUNCIMAN: I have the 
authority of the Prime Minister for 


stating that notice of a Motion will be 


given at an early date for the appoint- | 


ment of such a Committee. 


Consolidated Fund Charges. 

Mr. HAROLD COX: I beg to ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
he can arrange that a statement of the 
estimated expenditure coming under the 
head of Consolidated Fund charges 


year laid upon the Table at about the | 
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Is | 


of Commerce the | 
delay has been found to be as stated in | 


am | 


for | 
the ensuing financial year shall be each | 
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same time as the Civil Service Estimates 
| are laid and in approximately the same 
form. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: It would be con- 
trary to the usage of this House to 
publish particulars relating to the finance 
| of the coming year in anticipation of the 
Budget. An exception has to be made 
to this rule in the case of the Estimates 
for supply services, which are presented 
as early as possible in the session with 
a view to the proceedings in Committee 
‘of Supply. No such necessity exists in 
regard to the Consolidated Fund charges 
|which are regulated in amount by the 
| provisions of standing Acts, and the 
estimate of these charges is accordingly 
included in the financial statement which 
is laid as a Parliamentary Paper on 
Budget day. The details of the Con- 
solidated Fund charges are shown in the 
Annual Finance Accounts. 





County Court Statistics. 


Mr. OSMOND WILLIAMS 
(Merionethshire): I beg to ask Mr. 


| Attorney-General whether his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that in 
the County Court Returns for 1905 
|it appears judgment was recovered by 
| plaintiffs for £2,095,397, and the costs 
for which judgment was given amounted 
to £194,155, this last figure being ex- 
clusive of court fees which reached the 
'sum of £543,873 ; and does he propose 


‘taking any steps to alter the scale 
of fees. 

Mr. RUNCIMAN: The sum of 
£543,873 shown in the County Courts 
Return for 1905 comprises a sum ot 
£505,670 in respect of court fees 
payable to the Exchequer, and a sum 
of £38,203 payable to registrars for 


additional duties with regard to equitable 
actions, actions remitted from .the High 
Court, and numerous other matters. The 
above sum of £505,670 was payable in 
respect of 3,041,067 separate proceedings 
'in the courts, or an average of 3s. 4d. 
for each proceeding. I do not see any 
'adequate reason for altering the scale 
of fees which at present are not sufficient 
to meet the total expenditure incurred on 
the county courts. 


Income Tax on Charities. 
Mr. NEWNES (Nottinghamshire, 
| Bassetlaw) : I beg to ask Mr. Chancellor 
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of the Exchequer, whether he is aware | that clerks, travellers, warehousemen, 


that charities with incomes of less than 
£160 per annum are now being charged 
with the payment of land tax; and 
whether he can see his way to bring them 
under the scope of Section 12 of the 
Finance Act, 1898, which exempts from 
the payment of land tax any person who 
has obtained exemption of income tax on 
the ground that his income is under £160 
per annum, 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The Answer to 
the first part of the Questionis in the 
affirmative. As there is no exemption 
from land tax of charities as such, I do 
not see my way to treat them differently 
from other bodies, corporate and un- 
incorporate, which are held, as a conse- 
quence of the judgment in the case of 
Curtis 7. Old 
Association, not to be entitled to ex- 
emption from income tax (or, conse- 
quentially, from land tax either) on the 
ground of their total income being less 
than £160 per annnm. I may, however, 
say that the question of the precise scope 
and effect of the judgment is receiving 
consideration, but that, as at present 


alvised, | am not prepared to introduce | ; 
|tary for Scotland whether, in view of 


legislation on this subject. 


and Income Tax. 
Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY (Paddington, 


Monkland Conservative | 
| securing a continuous supply of labour 
|and by bad weather. 





and other persons employed in a_sub- 
ordinate capacity by limited liability 
companies should be assessed on an 
average of three years, no objection 
should be offered by the surveyor. The 
rules relating to Schedule E, must, how- 
ever, be strictly observed in the assessment 
of directors, secretaries, managers, and 
other persons holding a distinctive oftice.” 


Road Construction in the Island of Lewis. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg toask the Secretary 
for Scotland if he will state the cause of 
the delay in proceeding with the construc- 
tion of the Cromore-Gravir road, Island 
of Lewis. 


THE SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 


| (Mr. Srnciarr, Forfarshire): The delay 


has been occasioned by the difficulty of 


I am informed by 


| telegraph that the contractors have re- 


N.): [beg toask Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- | 


chequer if his attention has been directed 
to the fact that, owing to the treatment of 
the employees of limited liability com- 
panies as public officials under Schedule E 


ported to the District Committee that 
large staffs of workmen will now turn 
out. 
Evictions in the Island of Lewis. 
Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secre- 


recent evictions of squatters in the Island 


Limited Liability Companies’ Employees | 0f Lewis who have built substantial stone 


houses on the crofters’ common grazing 


| ground, in many cases with the consent 


of the crofters of the townships, he will 
consider the expediency of introducing a 
Bill to stay further evictions of squatters 


|and crofter leaseholders, pending the con- 


of the income tax, they are deprived of | 
the advantage of taxation on the average | 


of three years profit or salary enjoyed by 
the employees of private firms under 
Schedule D, and that discrimination is 
thus made between employees who really 


beloug to the same class; and whether | ; 
| provision. 


of averaging or to the grant of the | suggestion I cannot undertake now to 


he can see his way either to the abolition 


advantage to employees of companies 
under Schedule E. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The law is as 
indicated in the Question. But in practice 
the Board of Inland Revenue have 
admitted a modification in favour of the 
subordinate employees of public com- 
panies, as embodied in the following 
instruction to their surveyors :—“ 371. 
Where the Commissioners are willing 





sideration of the Small Landholders 


(Scotland) Bill. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: My hon. friend is 
aware that squatting is prohibited by the 
Crofters Act of 1886 in the interests of 
the crofters themselves and they possess 
no power to authorise a breach of this 
In regard to my hon. friend’s 


propose any legislation. 


Mr. WEIR: What about the crofter 
leaseholders ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR : I grouped them with 
the squatters in my Answer. 


Achintee River—Bridge for Children. 
Mr WEIR: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary for Scotland whether he is aware 
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that children residing in the neighbour- 
hood of Strathearron railway station, 
Ross-shire, are unable to cross the 
Achintee River to reach the Camatt 
public school except by walking along the 
railway line and over the railway bridge 
for a distance of about 400 yards; and, 
seeing that this practice is extremely 
dangerous in the case of young children, 
will he state whether arrangements can 
be made for the erection of a footbridge 
over the Achintee River in order that the 
children may be able to attend school. 


Questions. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The matter is one 
primarily for the county council. As 
my hon. friend was informed in the official 
letter addressed to him last month, I shall 
be prepared to consider favourably an 
application from the county council for 
approval of a contribution from their share 
of the Equivalent Grant to the purpose 
in question. 


Failure of the Scottish Herring Fishery. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney 
and Shetland) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
for Scotland if his attention has been 
called to the alarm that exists in the 
North of Scotland owing to the failure in 
many places of the herring fishing, which 
is attributed to the indiscriminate 
slaughter of whales; that on the west 
coast of Shetland the herring fishing was 
an entire failure last year, and that it is 
unlikely there will be any herring stations 
working there this year; and if he will 
introduce a measure prohibiting further 
slaughter until it is established that the 
great industry of the North will not be 
endangered. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I am aware there 
has been comparative failure in places, 
though the herring fishery as a whole in 
1906 was very productive. The cause of 
such local failure as has occurred is 
difficult to ascertain, but, as has already 
been announced, it is my intention to 
bring in a Bill to regulate whaling. 


Major ANSTRUTHER-GRAY: 
When will it be brought in ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR: Very shortly. 


Scottish Poor Law Medical Officers. 
Mr. CATHCART WASON: I beg to 
ask the Secretary for Scotland if the fixed 


{COMMONS} 
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, salary given to « medical officer under 
|the Poor Law in crofting counties is 
solely for medical attendance on the 
| paupers, or is part of it for that purpose 
and the rest as payment for any other 
| duties in the parish, apart from any sum 
| which may be paid for vaccinations, visits 
| to pauper lunatics, or lunacy certification ? 


| Mr. SINCLAIR: The Answer to the 
first part of the hon. Member’s Question 
\is yes. The salary, in so far as it has to 
| be approved by the Local Government 
Board for the purposes of the grant, is 
solely for medical attendance on the 
paupers. 


West United Free Church, Rothesay. 

Mr. GULLAND (Dumfries, Burghs) : 
'I beg to ask the Secretary for Scotland 
whether he is aware of the inconvenience 
/caused to the congregation of the West 
| United Free Church of Rothesay by 
| being compelled still to worship in a 
| wooden building erected on the Esplanade 
by the favour of the town council ; and, 
| considering that it is understood that the 
| congregation is to be reinstated in its 
| 


church, whether he will make a repre- 
sentation to the Church Commission 
asking that an allocation order in this 
case should be issued without further 
delay. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I am aware of the 
inconvenience referred to by my _ hon. 
friend which exists in this and probably 
|in other cases. But I am satisfied that 
| the Royal Commissioners are taking every 
possible step to accelerate the conclusion 
of their labours. I do not think my 
adoption of my hon. friend’s suggestion 
would serve any useful purpose at the 
present time. 





Mr. GULLAND: But in view of the 
prevailing dissatisfaction cannot some- 
thing be done to accelerate matters 7 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The Commissioners 
are really doing everything in their 
power, but if the hon. Gentleman will put 
down another Question [ will endeavour 
to answer it. 


Auld Brig of Ayr. 

Mr. LIDDELL (Down, W.): I beg 
to ask the Secretary for Scotland, if by 
patriotic local effort the Auld Brig has 
been preserved for the nation. 
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*CapTAIN CRAIG (Down, E.): Be- 
fore the Question is answered, may | ask 
whether it is not a fact that Brigg, by a 
patriotic effort, has been preserved to the 
Unionist Party? 


Mr. T. CORBETT (Down, N.): May 


I ask whether this patriotic effort has | 
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| Holdings Act, 1906, in no way affected 
|the principles of valuations of sheep 
|stocks in the Highlands ; and even if it 
were within my province to issue any 
regulations on this matter in the sense 
' suggested by my hon. friend, it would 
| be, for the reasons stated, unnecessary 
to do so. 


(Questions. 


not been associated with the improve- | 


meni in the London County Council ! 


Mr. SINCLAIR: This is not a 


matter that comes within the scope of | 
ito the 


my Department. 


Morebattle Charities. 

Sir. J. JARDINE (Roxburghshire) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary for Scotland 
whether he is aware that about the vear 
1745, a certain Mr. More who died at 
Madras left funds in trust to the heritors 
of Morebat:le parish, in the county of 
toxburgh, for the relief of real poor 
indigent orphans and none else for ever ; 
and whether any and what part of the 
income of this mortification is now ap- 
plied to the support of education, and 
under what authority. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: Certain funds be- 
queathed by John More of Fort St. 
George, Coromandel, to the heritors of 
the parish of Morebattle, under will 
dated 17th May, 1753, are now adminis- 
tered in terms of a scheme (No. 144) 
under the Educational Endowments 
(Scotland) Act, 1882, a copy of which 
scheme may be obtained on application 
to the School Board of Morebattle who 
are the governing body under the 
scheme. 


Agricultural Arbitrations in the 
Highlands. 

Mr. AINSWORTH (Argyll) : I beg to 
ask the Lord Advocate, whether he will 
consider the advisability of issuing 
regulations showing how far the fact that 
the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1906, 
provides that all agricultural arbitrations 
shall proceed before a single arbitrator 
atlects the duty of the arbitrator to take 
into consideration all the circumstances 
which have hitherto governed the valua- 
tions of sheep stocks in the Highlands of 
Scotland. 


Tue LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. SuHaw, 
Hawick Burghs): The Agricultural 


Mr. AINSWORTH: I beg to ask the 


‘hon. Member for South Somerset, as 


| representing the President of the Board 


of Agriculture, whether, in applications 
Board under the Agricultural 


_ Holdings Acts to appoint an arbitrator in 


valuations of sheep stocks in the Highlands 
of Scotland, the Board will keep in view 


| to appoint arbitrators conversant with the 
| practice which has hitherto governed 


sheep stock valuations in these districts. 


Mr. J. A. PEASE (Essex, Saffron 
Walden; for Sir E. Strachey): The 
Board will certainly keep in view the 
qualifications of the arbiter with respect 
to the valuations of sheepstocks in any 
case where that question is likely to arise. 


Cost of Witness Summonses in Ireland. 
Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, $.): I 
beg to ask Mr. Attorney-General for 
Ireland, whether he is aware that when a 
defendant in a criminal case requires to 
summon a witness on his behalf he has to 
pay the sum of 4s. 7d. for each witness 
summons ; whether the cost of printing 
these summonses is a mere trifle; and 


'whether he will take into consideration 
the necessity of reducing this amount. 


Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL For 
IRELAND (Mr. Cuerry, Liverpool 
Exchange): The cost of printing Crown 
summonses is, as stated in the question, 
a mere trifle, but a fee of 3s. id. is payable 
to the Clerk of the Crown at assizes for 
issue of same and a similar fee of 4s. 7d. 
to the Clerk of the Peace at quarter 
sessions. The names of four witnesses 
can be inserted in each Crown summons, 
so that the cost for each witness is very 
small. Poor prisoners are, however, 
entirely relieved from these fees. When 

a prisoner signifies, through his solicitor 
| or the governor of the gaol, to the Crown 
|solicitor that he desires to examine 
| witnesses Who are, or may seem, material, 
| and he has not himself the means of doing 
| so, it is the duty of the Crown solicitor 
‘to take the same steps to procure their 
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attendance as if they were Crown wit- 
nesses. The Crown solicitor must, how- 
ever, be satisfied that the prisoner has 
not the means to pay before taking this 
course. Under the circumstance I see 
no reason for reducing the fees. 


Agrarian Dispute at Brackloonbeg. 


Mr. YOUNGER (Ayr Burghs): [| 


beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
is aware that a man named Thomas 
Corcoran, having received a farm from 
the Congested Districts Board, at 
Brackloonbeg, received also a threaten- 
ing notice to give up the said farm on 
8th January ; whether the labourers of 
the Congested Districts Boar were 


warned to cease work on the farm; and 


whether they did so. 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY For IRE- | 


i 


LAND ({Mr. Birrett, Bristol, N.): ! 


am informed that the facts are as stated | 


in the Question. The labourers who 
were warned to cease work did so, but 
resumed work in the following week ; 
and neither they nor the farmer: have 
since been molested. 


Loughrea Outrage. 
COLONEL 


(Yorkshire, E.R., Howdenshire): I beg 


to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- | 
Lieutenant of Ireland, whether his atten- | 


to the case of 
Loughrea, the 


been drawn 
Larkin, in 


tion has 
Michael 


windows of whose house were broken on | 


the night of 24th November last and 
again on 6th January, 1907; and 
whether he has any official information 
showing that Larkin has surrendered a 
grass farm since this last attack. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The 
thorities inform me that the windows of 
Larkin’s house were broken on the dates 
mentioned. I have no official informa- 


tion as to Larkin’s having surrendered a | 


grass farm, beyond the fact that he has 
made a statement to that effect to the 
police. 


Agrarian Outrage Compensation Claim at 
onaghan. 


Mr. LIDDELL: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland 
been called to the case tried at Monaghan 


quarter sessions in January in which | 
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police au- | 


whether his attention has | 





£1,151 damages were awarded to a 
farmer named Joseph Greer, for the 
malicious burning of his farm buildings 
and stock, including fourteen horses, 
three cows, three heifers, and a bull; 
‘whether Greer had incurred odium 
through taking the grazing of a farm 
from which the former tenant had been 
evicted ; whether he had been subjected 
to much annoyance in consequence ; 
whether he is aware that the Judge at 
the trial appealed to decent respectable 
people who knew about these outrages to 
/come forward and give evidence against 
the incendiaries ; and whether the police 
have received any information or dis- 
covered any evidence which would justify 
a criminal prosecution. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Inspector- 
General of the Royal Irish Constabulary 
informs me that the facts are sub- 
stantially as stated in the (Question. 
The police have not succeeded in obtain- 
ing sufficient evidence to justify criminal 
proceedings. Appeals against the County 
Court Judge’s decision have been lodged 
by the county and rural district councils, 
and will be shortly heard. 


Mr. HAYDEN: Is there in England 
a law similar to that in Ireland enabling 
these compensation claims to be made ? 

Mr. BIRRELL : 


I will inquire. 


Irish Education (Afflicted Children) Bill. 
Mr. GIBBS: I beg to ask the Chief 


|Secretary to the Lord- Lieutenant of 
| Ireland whether it is the intention of the 


Government to reintroduce the Irish 


| Education (Afflicted Children) Bill. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The question of re- 
introducing this Bill is at present under 


' consideration. 


Government Irish University Proposals. 

Mr. MOORE: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if, since Mr. Bryce’s statement 


|that the university proposals he then 


made on behalf of the Government would 
meet the wishes of the Roman Catholic 
bishops, he has received any communica- 
tions from the bishops, oral or otherwise, 
confirming this statement ; and if the 
Roman Catholic bishops approve of these 
proposals, 
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Mr. BIRRELL: I beg to refer the | 


hon. Member to the last paragraph of 
the statement of the Catholic Hierarchy 
contained in the Appendix to the First 
Report of the University of Dublin 
Commission at page 82, and to the 
letter from the Catholic Archbishop 
of Dublin to Sir Antony MacDonnell 
contained in the Appendix to the Final 
Report at page 422. I have no intima- 
tion of any change of opinion. 


Irish Judiciary. 

Mr. SAMUEL ROBERTS (Sheffield, 
Ecclesall) : I beg to ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether, in view of his intended legisla- 
tion to abolish two out of the next three 
vacancies occurring in the judiciary of the 
High Court of Justice in Ireland, any 
arrangement or understanding exists for 
the filling up of the first of such 
vacancies ; and whether, in the event of 
such vacancy occurring prior to the 
introduction of any such legislation, he 
will postpone any appointment to it until 
after the House of Commons has had the 
opportunity of considering and discussing 
his proposals. 


Mr. BIRRELL : I propose to introduce 
a Bill on this subject to-morrow. The 
Bill will provide for the abolition, from 
the 1st instant, of the next two judge- 
ships of the King’s Bench Division which 
shall fall vacant. 


Kingston Estate, Mitchelstown. 

Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Cork 
County, N.E.): I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the Estates Commis- 
sioners received, in December last, a 
memorial signed by nearly 209 tenants 
on the No. 3 division of the Kingston 
estate, Mitchelstown, requesting the Com- 
missioners to cancel their purchase agree- 
ments, in consequence of the failure of 
Mr. Henry Frend, estate agent, to carry 
out an undertaking given to the tenants 
at a meeting held in April, 1904, to 
reserve two acres of Bayly’s farm to 
provide the tenants with sand for building 
and other purposes free of charge or at 
a nominal price; and whether, having 
regard to this allegation of breach of 
faith, the Commissioners will order a full 
inquiry to be made into all the circum- 
stances. 
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Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners have received a letter from 


_ certain of the tenants in question on the 


subject of the terms upon which they 


'signed agreements to purchase. The 


Commissioners have referred the matter 
to their inspector who will inquire into it 
when inspecting the estate in its proper 
order of priority. 


Labourers Cottages in County Tyrone. 

Mr. MOORE: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland what was the amount of the 
Exchequer Grant made to the County 
Tyrone in respect of labourers cottages 
in the year ending in 1906, and what 
is the amount which will be available in 
the year 1907-8 from the same source by 
reason of the passing of the Labourers 
Act of 1906. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The amount of the 
Exchequer Grant made to the County 
Tyrone in the year ending in 1906 was 
£1,926. The amount which will be 
available in the year 1907-8 will be 
approximateiy £416. 


Labourers Cottages in County Antrim. 

Mr. MOORE: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he is aware that prior to the 
passing of The Labourers (Ireland) Act, 
1906, the County of Antrim received an 
annual Grant from the Exchequer for the 
purposes of the Labourers Acts of 
£2,400 ; and, seeing that by reason of 
the Act the annual Grant has been 
reduced to £392 per annum, will he state 
what steps he proposes to take. 


Mr. BIRRELL : The facts are as stated 
in the Question. I do not propose to 
take any steps in the matter. The 
alteration in the law was expressly made 
with the object of providing for an equit- 
able distribution of the Grant. Under the 
former system County Antrim received 
over £2,400 per annum, although it had 
provided only 212 cottages since 1891 ; 
while County Cork, for example, received 
but £3,400 annually, though it had 
provided 2,030 cottages during the same 
period. Under the new system the Grant 
is apportioned according to the number 
of cottages in each district. I may ob- 
serve that the Bill introduced by the 
late Government in 1904 contained a 








495 Questions. 


clause to the same effect as that which 
has now become law. 


Mr. MOORE : Yes, but the clause was 
withurawn under pressure. 


Lauragh Teacher's Residence. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that a site for a new teacher's 
residence at Lauragh, Kenmare, was pro- 
cured more than two years ago ; that all 
the necessary preliminary steps were 
taken, but that no residence has as yet 
been erected ; can he explain the cause of 
the delay; and can he state when the 
building will be proceeded with. 


-Mr. RUNCIMAN: I am informed 
that the delay in this case is entirely due 
to local causes ; the form for application 
for?the loan was sent to the manager on 
20th March, 1905, but application was 
not made till 7th February, 1907. 


Irish Board of Works. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, Os- 
sory): I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
‘Treasury if his attention has been called 
to the attitude of the Secretary of the 
Board of Works, Dublin, towards the 
Catholic officials in that Department ; 
and, if so, whether he will take steps to 
see that the Commissioners of Public 
Works look after the appointment and 
promotion of the staff in future, and not 
Jeave it in the hands of the Secretary. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: I am at a loss to 
understand the reference in this Question, 
All appointments in the Board of Works, 
except those of technical officers, are 
made as the result of examination by the 
Civil Service Commissioners, and promo- 
tions of the staff are invariably dealt 
with by the Board itself in communica- 
tion with the Treasury. Questions 
relating to discipline are always reported 
by the Secretary to the Board, who deal 
with them direct. As I have already 
stated, the Board have no knowledge of 
the religious beliefs of their staff. 


Public Works Loans in Ireland. 

Mr. HAYDEN: I beg to ask Mr. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer when he 
intends to introduce the Bill amending 
the provisions of the Public Works Loans 
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Act in regard to loans to local authorities, 
as promised by him during the debate on 
the Report stage of the Labourers (Ire- 
land) Act on the 23rd July 1906. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The matter will 
be dealt with in the annual Public Works 





Loans Bill, which, in accordance with 
custom, will be introduced later in the 
session. 


Government Contracts—-“ Fair Wages” 
Clause. 

Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD: I 
beg to ask the Prime Minister whether, 
in view of the complaints from both em- 
ployers and workmen regarding the 
working of the fair wages clause in 
Government contracts, he would consider 
the employment of a Committee to dis- 
cuss and advise how the purpose of the 
clause can now be better carried out. 


Mr. FENWICK (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck) : I beg also to ask the Prime 
Minister whether his attention has been 
called to the fact that there is consider- 
able diversity in the administration and 
interpretation of the Fair Wages Reso- 
lution by the various Government 
Departments concerned ; and whether he 
will appoint a Committee to inquire into 





the question, and to place the working 
of the fair wage clause in Government 
contracts on a more satisfactory basis. 


THe PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or THE TREASURY (sir H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): 
I have carefully considered this question 
in consultation with the heads of the 
Departments concerned. I have come to 
the conclusion that, in view of various 
difficulties which have from time to time 
arisen in the interpretation and working 
of the Fair Wages Resolution of 1891 as 
embodied in Government contracts, the 
question how the purpose of the Resolu- 
tion can be more effectively attained 
should form the subject of inquiry. I 
propose, therefore, to appoint a Depart- 
mental Committee to which the question 
will be referred. 


Lords and Commons. 
Mr. MACKARNESS: I beg to ask 
the Prime Minister when he wili be in a 
position to inform the House what steps 








are contemplated by the Government to 
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readjust the relations between the two 
Houses of Parliament. 


making any announcement on 


subject. 


Transvaal and the Colonial Conference. 
Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth) : I beg 
to ask the Prime Minister if he will 
consider the question of inviting the 
Government now being formed in the 


this | 
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the consideration of Bills relating to Law, 


-and Courts of Justice, and Legal Pro- 
cedure ; and Mr. Eugene Wason to act as 

Sir H, CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : | 
At present the time of the House is fully | 
occupied with the financial business of | 
the year; and until that is disposed of | 
it is impossible to name a time for | 


Transvaal to send a representative to the | 


approaching Colonial Conference. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Everyone will appreciate the difficulties 
in the way of a visit to this country by 
the Prime Minister of the Transvaal at 
this juncture when his responsibilites are 
so great, but a cordial invitation to take 
part in the Conference has been sent to 
him, 


London County Council Elections. 

Mr. REMNANT (Finsbury, Holborn) : 
I desire to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board a Question of which 
I have given him private notice. In 
view of the re-ult of the recent London 
County Council election and the repudia- 
tion by the electors of the policy of the 
late Council, will he reconsider the 
attitude of the Government towards the 
Council’s Parliamentary Bills now before 
the House ! 


That is not an 
come 


*Mr. SPEAKER : 
urgent Question, and does not 
within the rule of urgency. 


NEW MEMBER SWORN. 

Sir Berkeley George Digby Sheffield, 
baronet, for the County of Lincoln, 
North Lindsey or Brigg Division. 
STANDING COMMITTEES (CHAIRMEN’S 

PANEL). 

Mr. Stuart WortTLEY reported from 
the Chairman’s Panel; That they had 
appointe | Mr. Stuart Wortley to act as 
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Chairman of the Standing Committee 
for the consideration of Bills relating to 
Trade (including Agriculture and Fish- 
ing), Shipping, and Manufactures. 


Mr. Stuart Wort.ey further re- 
ported from the Chairman’s Panel ; That 
they, had agreed to the following 
resolution, That any Member of the 
Chairman’s Panel be and he is thereby 
empowered to ask any other Member of 
the Chairman’s Panel to take his place in 
case of necessity. 


Reports to lie upon the Table. 


| SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES). 


Sir WILLIAM BRAMPTON GURDON re- 
ported from the Committee of Selection ; 
That they had discharged the foliowing 
Members from the Standing Committee 
on Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal 
Procedure, in respect of the Marriage 
with a Deceased Wife’s Sister Bill: Mr. 
Tomkinson, Mr. Barker, and Mr. Laurence 
Hardy ; and had appointed in substitu- 
tion: Mr. Cathcart Wason, Mr. Smeaton, 
and Mr. Carlile. 


Report to lie upon the Table. 


NEW BILLS. 


CHARACTER NOTE BILL. 


“To make it compulsory vpon em- 
ployers to supply a Reference Note to a 
person leaving their employment and 
desiring one,” presented by Mr. Bell ; 
supported by Mr. Thomas Frederick 
Richards, Mr. Fenwick, Mr. Hudson, 
Mr. Enoch Edwards, Mr. Raphael, and 
Mr. G. J. Wardle ; to be read a second 
time upon Friday, 5th April, and to be 
printed. [Bill 87.] 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ OFFICERS BILL. 

“To enable Local Authorities to adopt 
the provisions of The Poor Law Officers’ 
Superannuation Act, 1896, and to give 
Oftticers of such Authorities a right to 


appeal,” presented by Mr. Luke White ; 
| supported by Mr. Barnard, Captain 
| Balfour, Sir Joseph Leese, Mr. Napier, 
Chairman of the Standing Committee for | and Mr. Henry Forster; to be read a 


Ss 





Business 


499 


second time upon Tuesday, 9th April, 
and to be printed. [Bill 88.] 


RAILWAY TICKETS BILL. 

“To prevent a Time Limit being set 
upon the use of Passenger Tickets,” 
presented by Mr. Morton ; supported by 
Mr. Rowlands, Mr. Ernest Lamb, Mr. 
Weir; Mr. John Deans Hope, Mr. 


Ramsay Macdonald, and Sir Howard | 
Vincent ; to be read a second time upon ' 


Monday next, and to be printed. | Bill 


89.] 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES BILL. 

“To amend the Acts relating to Public 
Libraries,” presented by Mr. Tennant ; 
supported by Sir Alfred Thomas, Mr. 
Isaacs, Mr. Mackarness, Mr. Morrell, Mr. 
Shackleton, Mr. Middlemore, Sir William 
Holland, Mr. T. P. O'Connor, Sir 
Charles Schwann, and Mr. Harmood- 
Banner ; to be read a second time upon 
Monday next, and to be printed. {Bill 
90.] 
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LIMITED PARTNERSHIPS BILL. 
‘To establish Limited Partnerships,” 
presented by Sir William Holland ; sup. 
ported by Mr. Cave, Mr. Holden, Mr. 
Isaacs, and Mr. Shackleton ; to be read a 
second time upon Friday, 15th March, 
and to be printed. [Bill 91.} 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE (SUPPLY, 
AND TERRITORIAL AND RESERVE 
FORCES BILL). 

Motion made, and Question put, 
“ That the proceedings in Committee oi 
on Report of Supply, or upon the intro- 
duction of the Territorial and Reserve 
Forces Bill, if under consideration at 
Eleven o'clock this night, be not inter- 


rupted under the Standing Order 
(Sittings of the House}."—(Sir  H, 


Campbell-Bannerman.) 


The House divided :— Aves, 248 : Noes, 
83. (Division List No. 34.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen,A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ambrose, Robert 

Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Asquith, Rt. Hn. Herbert Henry 
Baker,Joseph A. (Finsbury, E.) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) 


Cleland, J. W. 


Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Buxton, Rt. Hn. Sydney Chas. 
Cameron, Robert 
Campbell-Bannerman, Sir H. 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight ! 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. | 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 


| Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 
Ferens, T. R. 
Ferguson, R. U. 
Ffrench, Peter 
Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
| Findlay, Alexander 
Flynn, James Christopher 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 
, Ginnell, L. 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert Jn. 
Goddard, Daniel Ford 


Munro 





Barker, John 
Barlow,John Emmott(Somers’t 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 
Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 
Beale, W. P. 
Beauchamp, E. 
Bell, Richard 
Bellairs, Carlyon 
Belloc, Hilaire Joseph Peter R. 
Benn, W.(T’ w’rHamlets,S.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Blake, Edward 
Boland, John 
Boulton, A. C. F. 
Bowerman, C. W. 

ace, William 
Branch, James 
Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner, J.F.L. (Lancs., Leigh) 
Brunner, Rt. HnSirJT(Cheshire 
Bryce, J. Annan 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burke, E. Haviland- 


Clough, William 

Coats.Sir T.Glen (Renfrew, W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Corbett,C. H(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cotton, Sir H. J.S. 

Cox, Harold 

Crean, Eugene 

Crombie, John William 

Crooks, William 

Crossley, William J. 

Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Delany, William 

Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8.) | 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. ) 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dillon, John 

Donelan, Captain A. 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness | 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) | 
Edwards, Frank (Radnor) 
Elibank, Master of 

Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Everett, R. Lacey 


Gooch, George Peabody 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hall, Frederick 


' Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 


Hardie, J. Keir(MerthyrTydvil 
Hardy, George A. (Sutiolk) 
Harmsworth,Cecil B. (Wore’r.) 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Herbert, Colonel Ivor (Mon..S.) 
Herbert, 'T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 


, Hogan, Michael 
| Holland, Sir William Henry 
, Horniman, Emslie John 


Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
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Hudson, Walter 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Jardine, Sir J. 

Jenkins, J. 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jowett, F. W. 

Joyce, Michael 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kekewich, Sir George 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G. (Leominster) 
Lambert, George | 
Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E.) 
Leese, Sir Joseph F.( Accrington 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald,J.M.( Falkirk B’ghs) 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down, S. 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) | 
M‘Kenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 
MKillop, W. 

M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) | 
Manftield, Harry (Northants) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 
Marks, G. Croydon( Launceston 
Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Meagher, Michael 

Menzies, Walter 

Molteno, Percy Alport 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 


Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, RtHn Ad (City Lond.) 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Bowles, G. Stewart 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 

Bull, Sir William James 
Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildret 
Castlereagh, Viscount 
Cavendish, Rt. Hn. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hn.J.A. (Wor. | 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) | 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
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Mooney, J. J. 
Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 


| Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) 
| Morrell, Philip 


| Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murphy, John 


| Myer, Horatio | 
| Newnes F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) | 


| O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 


| Radford, G. H. 
| Raphael, Herbert H. 


| Reddy, M. 


| Redmond, William (Clare) 


| Richards, T.F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 


Murray, James 


Nicholls, George 
Nicholson,Chas. N. (Doncast’r) 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
OBrien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor,James (Wicklow, W.) 
O’ Dowd, John 

O’ Kelly, James(Roscommon,N. | 
O'Malley, William 


Parker, James (Halifax) 
Partington, Oswald 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Perks, Robert William 

Power, Patrick Joseph 
Price,Robert Jn. (Norfolk, E.) | 
Pullar, Sir Robert 


Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Rea,Walter Russell (Scarboro’) 


Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 


Rees, J. D. 
Renton, Major Leslie 


Robertson, Rr. Hn. E.( Dundee) | 


| Robertson,SirG.Scott (Bradf’rd | 


Robson, Sir William Snowdon | 
Roe, Sir Thomas | 
Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter | 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 


NOES. 
Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 


| Craik, Sir Henry 


Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 


| Fell, Arthur 
| Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 


Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 


| Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 


Gordon,SirW. Evans(T’rHam. 
Hardy, Laurence (Kent, Ashf’d 
Harrison-Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Heaton, John Henniker 
Helmsley, Viscount 

Hervey, F. W.F.(BurySEdm’ds. 


' Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 


Hills, J. W. 

Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hunt, Rowland 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt. Hn.Col. W. 


| Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 


Craig, Chas. Curtis (Antrim, 8.) | Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
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Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Seely, Major J. B. 

Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Soares, Ernest J. 

Spicer, Sir Albert 

Stanley,Hn. A. Lyulph (Chesh. 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Tennant,Sir Edward (Salisbury 
Tennant, H. v. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan. E.) 


| Thomas, David Alfred( Merthyr 
| Thorne, William 


Torrance, Sir A. M. 


| Toulmin, George 


Trevelyan, Charles Philips 


| Wadsworth, J. 


Waldron, Laurence Ambrose 
Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 


| Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, S.) 
| Ward, John (Stoke upon Trent) 


Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason,John Cathcart (Orkney) 
Waterlow, D.S. 

Wedgwood, Josiah (. 

Weir, James Galloway 
Whitbread, Howard 

White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Williams, Llewelyn(Carmarth’n 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Young, Samuel 

Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 


Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 


Pease. 


Liddell, Henry 
Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A. R. 
Long,Col. Chas. W. (Evesham) 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublin,S) 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
Magnus, Sir Philip 

Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James L. (Windsor) 
Moore, William 

Morpeth, Viscount 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 
Nicholson, Wm. G.(Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

Parker, Sir Gilbert (Gravesend) 
Percy, Ear] 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Roberts, S.(Sheftield, Ecclesall) 
Rothschild, Hn. Lionel Walter 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 
Sheffield, Sir BerkeleyGeorgeD. 
Smith, Abel H.(Hertford, East) 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
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Starkey, John R. 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Vincent.Col. Sir C. E. Howard | 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel | 


TERRITORIAL AND RESERVE FORCES 
BILL. 


*THeE SECRETARY or STATE For 
WAR (Mr. HALDANE, Haddington) : 
Last week we had a debate in this House 
on certain plans outlined on behalf of the 
Government for the reorganisation of the 
King’s forces. To-day it is my duty to 
propose to the House a Bill to create the 
machinery for giving effect to those plans, 
and I do not think that the work of 
explanation will take me any great time. 


The Bill consists of thirty-eight clauses, 
and it aims at creating machinery for 
fulfilling four purposes. The first of these 
is to constitute military committees of 
county Associations, whose main function 
will be the organisation and administra- 
tion within their counties of the Territorial 
or Home Forces raised under the Bill. 
The second purpose will be to obtain the 
authority of Parliament to the constitu- 
tion of what is really the new force, in 
which others are merged, called the Terri 
torial or Home Force, which will gradually 
absorb and replace the existing Militia, 
Yeomanry, and Volunteers. The third 
purpose is the adaptation of the provisions 
of the Reserve Forces Act as to training 
and periods of service to the requirements 
of the special contingent—that is, the 
men who undertake to serve when wanted 
with the Regulars, but who are for the 
most of their time in civilian occupations. 
Then there is a fourth purpose. Under 
our organisation there is the Army which 
keeps the home or feeding battalions on 
a peace establishment in time of peace, 
and into that are poured on mobilisation 
the Regular Reserves. In order to bring 
these home battalions to war strength it 
is necessary to have a general mobilisa- 
tion in order to call out these Reserves. 
It has, therefore, always been necessary 


to keep a small force which can be | 
| great deal of work to reviewing the 


mobilised immediately without a general 
mobilisation, which has been called the 
striking force. I agree with my hon. 


friend the Member for Salford that that 
is not a very happy term ; it is rather in 
the nature of a police force of the Empire 
which we can send on short notice, and 
its essential qualification is that it should 
he perfectly equipped and should be small. 
That force has been for some time in a 


{COMMONS} 


Stanley, Hn. Arthur (Ormskirk) | Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) | Younger, George. 
| Wilson, A.Stanley (York, E.R) 
| Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
| Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 

Wyndham, Rt. 
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Reserve Forces Bill. 


TELLERS FOR THE Nors—Sir 
| Alexander Acland - Hood 


Hon. George and Mr. Forster. 


very unsatisfactory condition. The 
machinery by which it is put into opera- 
tion is called the A  Keserve, which 
consists of a certain number of the 
Reserve who come out without waiting 
for the general mobilisation because they 
are under special engagement to do so, 
We propose slightly to enlarge the ambit 
of the Reserve from which these men can 
be got—we are short of them at the 
present time—and also to make use of 
the new Special Contingent to get certain 
men for that purpose. We do not 
propose to raise the number at present. 
All we wish to do is to have the power, 
within certain limits, the definition of 
which I will give. The reason is this. 
The General Staff is at present working 
out the constitution of that force, and 
until they say what it should be, and how 
large it should be, it is impossible for us 
to say how many men we need for it. 
The number will not be large in any 
event, not larger, I think, really than 
Parliament has authorised at the present 
time. But owing to certain conditions 
contained in the statute we cannot get 
our full number at present. Therefore, 











for the improvement of this urgency 
force there are certain changes which 
we propose in our legislative machinery, 
and to effect these is the fourth purpose 
of the Bill. 

I will tell the House how the 
Bill has been worked out. In the first 
place, having the general conception, 
the plan, I consulted a body of which 
a good deal was heard at the time, the 
Committee presided over by Lord Esher, 
which consisted of a certain number of 
very distinguished commanding officers, 
representatives of county councils—people 
familiar with municipal life—and_repre- 
sentatives of the Auxiliary Forces. 
That body sat last year and devoted a 


ground and getting materials together. 
It gave me these materials in an informal 
shape ; no Report was ever laid on the 
Table of the House—indeed it was never 
intended that the Committee should ever 
give anything more than what I may 
call personal advice, to enable my ad- 
visers and myself to consider how the 
Bill should be shaped. The work done, 
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however, was very valuable, the ground | Acts, and it is much the most convenient 
was thoroughly explored and mapped |area. The great boroughs come into the 
out, and results given us which we set | counties. The Bill divides itself into 
to work to consider. We found that in | these four parts, and, of course, in fram- 
some points what the Committee sug- | ing the thirty-eight clauses of which it is 
gested was not quite adapted to the | composed, I had to keep the various and 
ideas of the Auxiliary Forces, and par-| possibly conflicting interests in view. 
ticularly of the Volunteer force. There-| Although the clauses are numerous the 
fore we went into the matter with this | principles are, I think, pretty clear. 
very valuable material, and by making | What had to be kept in view was, above 
certain slight modifications we have | all, the social conditions of the various 
brought the plan, I think, into a shape | Auxiliary Forces and the officers and men 
which will make it more agreeable to the | who compose them. We had to study 
commanding officers of the Auxiliary | and make use of the existing regulations ; 
Forces than it otherwise might have been. | it was convenient to use those whenever 
Put broadly, the difference between the | we could, because people were familiar 
scheme of Lord Esher’s Committee and | with them. The result has been that we 
the scheme of the Bill is this: The) have incorporated these as far as possible 
Committee recommended the establish-| in the existing Bill. I set to work in 
inent of county associations composed of | the first instance myself on this Bill, with 
ex. officio, elected, and co-opted members, | draughtsmen of great experience to assist 
and that those associations should | me; and, having got the Bill into shape, 
practically be entrusted with the entire | it was then submitted to a variety of 
administration and financial control of | experts. It was considered in the War 
the territorial forces within their area. | Office; it then passed into the hands 
Qur plan in the Bill provides for the | of the Parliamentary counsel, who not 
establishment of county associations, but | only succeeded in reducing it in 
leaves in the hands of the Army Council | dimensions, but I think added greatly 
large discretionary powers as to the to the clearness of the arrangement. 
composition of the association, while We might have framed a Bill very shortly, 
providing for the adequate representation | legislating by reference ; but 1 am sure 
upon it of the officers of the territorial | that I have best consulted the convenience 
forces. On the other hand, the Bill does | of hon. Members by trying, even at the 
not do what was suggested by the Esher | risk of producing a longer Bill, to make 
Committee, it does not confer any powers | it an honest Bill, setting out the whole 
directly upon the associations ; but it pro-| story. Really I think it will serve as a 
vides machinery for assigning and trans- | sort of handbook to the scheme. There 
ferring powers and duties to them, either | are many references in it to sections in 
at once or by degrees, and not necessarily | in various Acts with which we are 
all at the same time, and always | familiar, but all the main principles, and 
subject to revocation if necessary. | all that I think hon. Members need to 
In short, the military committees of the | know, they will find set out in extenso. 
county associations will be, as it were, | We have preferred that plan to the plan 
incorporated administrative officers, act-| of producing a short Bill, which would 
ing under the directions of the Army | have been extremely unintelligible. In 
Council, which will create them by | framing the plan of the Bill we had to 
schemes suited to the exigencies of vary-| avoid Scylla on the one hand and 
ing localities. We have carefully provided | Charybdis on the other. Scylla is the 
that the associations shall have nothing | tempting plan of trying to leave people to 
to do with the command and training | their free devices as much as possible. 
of the troops, but shall be confined to | We realised that the state of things in the 
admintisrative functions. Auxiliary Forces was such that no one 
who had the military interesis of the 
country at heart could be really content 
with it, and we saw that a great transition 
into another state of things would be 
neces-ary if the Auxiliary Forces were to 

* Mr. HALDANE: I will explain that. | be put upon a satisfactory footing. There- 
We have taken the militia counties as | fore we avoided anything like slackness 
the basis. That is done in the Militia | in the formation of our plan. But, on the 








Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN 
(Worcestershire, E.): What about the 
borough councils ? 
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other hand, we endeavoured, while fram- 
ing a real military organisation, to avoid 
doing what would press heavily upon the 
energies and the hopes of the various 
component elements in the Auxiliary 
Forces themselves. For example, we felt 
it better, even at the risk of its taking a 
year or two longer, to get this thing done, 
to make full provision for a transition 
period. We thought it better soto frame 
our scheme that it need not and would not 
come into operation all at once, or even 
in every part of the country at the same 
time, and that it should be possible for 
units to pass from the one side of 
the line to the other without feeling the 
change in any material degree. Nobody 
is compelled, they are invited under this 


scheme. By degrees, and in different 
parts of the country, should our 


machinery work as we hope it will, a 
transformation will be effected gradually. 
We think it will probably begin slowly, 
but that it will increase in rapidity as 
the matter progresses. 


Then there was another thing we had 
to bear in mind in our desire for the policy 
thorough in this matter, tempered only in 
the way I have indicated. We are very 
keenly conscious that the unsatisfactory 
state of the forces of the Crown is produc- 
ing a certain amount of unrest in the public 
mind ; and if that unrest is not allayed the 
result will be an agitation for what may 
be unpopular at this moment, but what 
might become popular under changed 
circumstances, and what the Government 
would regard as very disastrous—an 
organised movement for compulsion, We 
want all to set our minds against com- 
pulsion. Therefore, we came to the 
conclusion that our pian of reorganisation 
should be as thorough as possible, for the 
policy thorough, we think, will tend to 
secure us against such a movement. It 
may take time, it may require the 
co-operation of successive political parties ; 
but we think that if we should succeed 
in organising a really strong second line 
we should be throwing up the stoutest 
intrenchments against attacks in the 
interest of compulsion, however they 
might be devised. The Army we propose 
for the second line is not an Army that 
is to be used on ordinary occasions. It 
is to be called on only in a time of great 
emergency. Essentially a Home Defence 
Force, it will be so organised that, should 
a time of stress come and the Empire be 

Mr. Haldane. 


{COMMONS} 
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in danger, and the spirit of the people 
aroused to meet the emergency, it may 
be capable of great expansion. Its 
primary purpose, as I have said, is to 
defend our shores ; but we feel that the 
organisation is of a type that, should it 
be copied by the great Colonies, we 
should have what would be for them as 
well as for us a second line Army that 
should put this Empire in a state of such 
security that no one would rashly dare to 
meddle with us. The organisation which 
we have framed is one from which we 
should reluctantly make departures in 
any material sense. It is a chain, its 
strength measured by its weakest link ; if 
you break that weakest link the chain 
goes. Wethink we have hit upon as good 
a plan as it is possible to work out. In its 
preparation we have had the assistance of 
the keenest military brains, and we are 
satisfied that it will best satisfy our 
demands. Sacrifice it involves, but it 
does not involve sacrifice for the 
Auxiliary Forces alone. The Regulars 
have had battalions reduced ;_ their 
officers have been delayed in promotion ; 
and it is only just that in an attempt at 
reorganisation, giving everything its due 
proportion, the Auxiliary Forces should 
bear their share of the burden also. We 
trust that as the result the men of the 
Regular and Auxiliary Forces will come 
more closely together. Under the old 
state of things there has been in the 
relations of the two forces an attitude of 
aloofness. We hope that under our plan 
the Regular and the second line will feel 
that both are parts of a great whole 
working together for a common end. 


With these preliminary remarks I come 
to the Bill. There are four clauses 
dealing with the County Association. 
The association is essentially a business 
body. It is in its nature a military 
administrative committee incorporated by 
and acting under the direction of the 
Army Council. It will have —apart from 
its president, the Lord-Lieutenant—a 
chairman of committee ; and that chair- 
man, we hope, will be the most capable 
man in the association. It will also have 
a secretary, a man, we hope, of thorough 
competence and interested in the work. 


The area will be the county. The 
organisation will consult with the 


General Staff, whose duty it will be to 
consider how best each county can 
contribute its quota to the division, 
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representing the grouped regimental 
district in which the county is situated. 
There will usually be four or five counties 
in each grouped regimental district, 
and each grouped regimental district 
is to furnish a division. We know 
that each regimental district contains, 
roughly, the material for a division ; 
and each county will have assigned to it 
the raising of what best it can supply to 
the division. The right hon. Gentlemen 
opposite made the point that a county 
might be called upon to do that which it 
could not do conveniently. That is not 
our intention, The plan is that the 
county should be called upon to do that 
which it can do best. Not every county 
can do the same thing; some can give 
one thing, and some another ; and what 
will happen is that after a survey of the 
capabilities of the various counties in a 
regimental district the General Staff will 
make its requisition. Consequently, we 
hope the strain on the counties will not 
be great. Having furnished its quota to 
the division, the next business of the 
association is to provide for the business 
interest and the administration of the 
affairs of the force which it has thus raised. 
We think it is a very bad system under 
which at present in the Auxiliary Forces 


command and training are not separated | 


from administration. It is, particularly, 
very hard on the Volunteer commanders 
that they should not have any supply 
organisations. But in future the associa- 
tion will look after all business matters. 
It will send up an estimate of its 
requirements to the War Office every 
year. After the estimate has been 
reviewed by the commander of the 
division and the subordinate commanders 
under him, the War Office will pronounce 
upon it ; and if the Army Council approve, 
the association will be furnished with the 
funds necessary for fulfilling the heads 
under which the requisition for supplies 
have been made. 
carefully audited, not by the War Oftice, 
for we desire to avoid centralisation as 
much as possible, but locally in somewhat 
the same way as the accounts of municipal 
nodies are audited by the Local Govern- 
ment Board. The association will be 
incorporated with power to hold 
property. It will contain, as at least 
half of its numbers, the officers represent- 
ing the various branches of the territorial 
force raised in the county. It will have 
lepresentatives, appointed by the Army 
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The accounts will be | 
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Council, after consultation, where it 
appears to be desirable, with the parties 
concerned, of the county councils, the 
borough councils, and the universities, 
wholly or partly within the county. The 
association will have a certain power of 
co-option, which we think is valuable, for 
this reason, that one of the difficult things 


-which the association will have to work 


out is to suit the representatives of the 
various classes, the employers, the farmers, 
the agricultural labourers; and it is 
desirable, therefore, that it should be 
able to co-opt representatives of both 
labour and capital, so that it may be in 
the position of obtaining the most com- 
petent advice in the discharge of its 
functions, 


I now come to the president of the 
association. Hitherto —_ Lords - Lieu- 
tenant have been in a somewhat 
decadent position. They are not so 
important as they once were, which we 
think is a great deal due to the fact that 
they have fallen away from their proper 
function, that of representing the Crown 
in local military matters. Of one thing 
we are clear, that the Deputy Lords-Lieu- 
tenant of the future ought to be people 
who have rendered distinguished service 
in this work. What happens now is that 
the Lord-Lieutenant sends up to the Secre- 
tary of State for War the list of names 
which he recommends for appointment 
as Deputy-Lieutenants, and the Secretary 
of State for War simply intimates that he 
has no objection. But in future only those 
will be approved of who have done good 
work in the organisation of the local 
forces of the county; and, though this 
is a matter which concerns the Prime 
Minister, we trust that the same beneficial 
spirit will prevail in the appointment of 
Lords-Lieutenant also. It will be their 
duty to preside at the meetings of the 
association, and as the link with the land- 
owners to help the association to obtain 
the necessary grounds for rifle ranges 
and manceuvres, facilities which I am 
sure will be thus obtained much easier 
than before. Among the otber duties of 
the association will be that of looking 
after the rifle clubs and the cadet corps 
within the county, to provide horses, arms, 
and equipments, and to supply all the 
requirements needed by its force on 
mobilisation ; to pay allowances to the 
families of the men when called out on 
actual military service, and various other 
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duties, such as the registration of horses 
in the county for the Regulars, and the 
obtaining of employment for soldiers 
after service with the colours. I mention 
these functions merely by way of illus- 
tration. The Army Council, as the chief 
authority, will determine what the asso- 
ciation is to do and not to do. But there 
is one express limitation to the duties of 
the association. It is to have nothing to 
do with command or training. As to the 
rest of the matter, the Army Council will 
make regulations for governing the powers 
of these bodies, and will superintend 
them ; but our wish is that the Army 


Territorial and 


Decentralisation is better ; and, if you 


get competent men, they work better | 


when you give them their heads. 
We hope to have a proper body 
at the War Office to represent these 
associations and advise as to their fune- 
tions, and through the Civil Member of 
the Army Council we shall make their 
voice heard on the Army Council. 
will not be under the Chief of the General 
Staff or the Adjutant General, but under 
the Civil Member, who has not so many 
functions and who will have this largely 
as his chief business in the future. 


Sir HOWARD VINCENT (Sheftield, 
Central) : Will he be a General, or what ? 


*Mr. HALDANE: No, the Civil 
Member is, as a rule, a Peer in the House 
of Lords. He may be in this House or 
he may be anybody; but a General he 
never is. 


CoLoneL R. WILLIAMS (Dorsetshire, 
W.): Are these bodies to be very large 
bodies ¢ 


*Mr. HALDANE: Oh, no, just large 
enough to contain the elements of which 
I spoke. I should think they would con- 
sist of about twenty members—probably 
less in the smaller counties. 


Lorp BALCARRES — (Lancashire, 
Chorley): Is there to be one body for 
the whole of the work in Lancashire ? 


*Mr. HALDANE: No, we have taken 
power to make sub-associations, and 
Lancashire, which is a very large county, 
might very well have three sub-associa- 
tions under the head association. 


Mr. Haldane. 


{COMMONS} 


They | 


_night’s notice. 
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Mr. WYNDHAM (Dover): Will the 
associations have anything to do with 
contracts for forage and rations ? 


*Mr. HALDANE: Yes, except when 
the forces are in camp. Then they are 
maintained in the same way as other 
forces ; but in ordinary times, for the 
purposes of training, the supplies of 
forage, ete., will be obtained from these 
associations. 


Mr. SAMUEL ROBERTS (Sheffield, 
Ecclesall): How many sub-associations 


' will there be for the county of York ! 
Council should not interfere with details. | 


*Mr. HALDANE: The Ridings are 
separate counties, and there will there. 
fore be three separate associations. 


Now I come to the second part of this 


| Bill—that which deals with the raising and 


maintenance of the home defence force. 
In the case of the Volunteers the number 
has never been under the regulation of 
Parliament. The number of the Regular 
standing Army is defined by Parliament ; 
but that has never been done in the case 
of the Volunteers, and the reason is that 
the Volunteers can go out at a_fort- 
It was, no doubt, thought 
that the Volunteer was not, properly 
speaking, a soldier, and that it was not 
necessary to put a check upon his numbers. 
But we think that we ought to follow the 
analogy of the Militia. Parliament has 
not specified the numbers of — the 
Yeomanry. I have never understood the 
Yeomanry Act—one of the most obscure 
examples of legal drafting that exists. 
But in the case of the Militia, Parliament 
has hitherto defined the numbey, not in 
the Army Act, but in the Appropriation 
Act of the year. We propose that the 
numbers should be specified by Parlia- 
ment. I think it is better to treat this 
territorial force in all respects as one on 
which Parliament can keep its hand. 
Therefore, there will be a maximum, and 
I have indicated it at somewhere about 
300,000. We do not fix itin the Bill, but 
it will be so in future. There will be, of 
course, new military regulations for this 
force, and we shall get rid of the three 
different kinds of regulations which the 
Auxiliary Forces possess at the present 
time. As regards enlistment, on this ques- 
tion there has been more criticism than on 
any other. What is the position of the 
Volunteer at the present moment ! 
Nominally he enrols under an Act of 
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513 ‘erritorial and 
Parliament which leaves him free in time 
of peace at fourteen days notice. But if 
war breaks out there is no term to his 
service, and he is in a worse position than 
the Regular soldier. 


{4 Marcu 1907} 


At present there is | 


a substantial check on the Volunteer’s | 


leaving. He is bound by rules which 
provide that he shall remain for four 
years and shall not go out without 
paying a substantial fine. It is largest at 
the beginning, and varies with the length 
of the Volunteer’s service ; and the com- 
manding officer has power to remit it, 
and does, wherever there would be hard- 
ship. We endeavour to do the same 
thing. What we have provided is that a 
man shall come in for four years, and 
that his engagement may be renewed 
afterwards. If he wishes to go out, he 
must give three months notice and pay 
such sum as is prescribed by regulation, 
not to exceed £5. We contemplate some 
sort of sliding scale such as the Volunteer 
corpshave. It is right that there should 
be some check. A considerable amount 
of public money has been spent on the 
training of men, and their equipment has 
undergone wear and tear; and if the 
Volunteer were allowed to go out 
arbitrarily without notice, it would be 
very wrong. On the other hand, the 
Volunteer may be a workman who wants 
to go to another part of the country, or 
he may wish to be transferred to another 
corps, or he may be ill. To meet these 
cases we have had this clause inserted — 
“ Provided that it shall be lawful for the 
association of the county or any officer whom 
it may appoint, in any case in which it appears 
that the reason for the discharge is of sufficient 
urgency, to dispense wholly or in part with 
both or either of the above conditions as to 
notice and payment.” 
Therefore, the Volunteers will be in 
practically the same position as at 
present ; but just as the rules are an 
effective check ‘on men going out arbi- 
trarily, so we hope this provision will be. 
We had the power of defining the terms, 
if we wished ; but we thought it better 
that they should take this elastic shape, 
and that the working out should be left 
to experience, rather than that a sliding 
scale should be drawn up in the Bill. 


Sm HOWARD VINCENT: Will the 
military power or the county association 
have the decision on this point ! 


*Mr. HALDANE: I hope the associa- 


S14 


sitting to deal with these matters. We 
provide that the association may delegate 
the power to any officer; and in most 
cases it will do so to the command 
ing officer; and, of course, the Army 
Council by regulations will say who 
is to exercise this power on behalf of 
the association. It must be someone 
always on the spot. 


The next thing is the area of service. 
Instead of England and Scotland, we 
have taken the United Kingdom. That 
is the Militia area, and we think it the 
right area. The force is essentially a 
Home Defence Force; and, while we 
have avoided in the Bill anything like 
a statutory encouragement to invita- 
tions to serve abroad, we have left it 
open for individuals or units to volun- 
teer in acase of great national emergency. 
They can go abroad if they wish; but 
the scheme and provision is for a force 
for home defence ; and it is upon that 
basis that the Bill is framed. 


Reserve Forces Bill. 


Then as to preliminary training. I 
notice that the hon. and gallant Member 
for Sheffield is just leaving the House. 
[ may state that I am about to deal 
with the point which he requested me 
to answer. He seems to be very much 
concerned about the adjutants. Accord- 
ing to the notions of the day, we hold 
that the functions of command and 


training should be distinct from the 


tion will have a sub-committee constantly | 


function of administration. If you pile 
them all on to one man none is well 
done. This is shown by experience ; 
and foreign armies have found the prin- 
ciple of separation very advantageous. 
It is our principle in the Regular Army, 
and we propose to extend it to the 
Auxiliary Troops. What is the con- 
sequence? At present the adjutant, 
who is a very efficient person in many 
cases, is a sort of handy man to the 
unit. He looks after every sort oi 
thing for the commanding officer, both 
interior economy and the training of the 
men, and I do not think that that has 
heen altogether good for the commanding 
officer in many cases. I am speaking of 
moral and military benefits, rather than 
of material. We propose very much to 
improve the training of this force as 
contrasted with the old training. We 
propose to have these training battalions 
belonging to the Regular side for the 
training of the officers and non-commis- 
sioned officers of the territorial units in 
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their neighbourhood. We propose that 
there should be organised, under the eyes 
of the General Staff, regular courses of 
instruction in the county. These courses 
will be given by instructors of high 
quality. They will be the persons who 


do the training under the eye of the) 
General Staff, and to some extent the | 


instructors will be available for consulta- 
tion and assistance locally, wherever the 
commanders of units require their services. 
They would be detached from the new 
training brigades of artillery and the 
training battalions for this purpose. 


not be, as at present, in running about 
from place to place, and the drilling of the 
men will be better done than otherwise. 
He will have left to him the work of 


organising the interior economy of the | 


unit. 
able young Volunteer adjutant. 
hon. Member shake his head. 

it can. I should 
young solicitor, with not too much to do, to 
attend to this thing ; and I am sure that 
on the business side of the work you will 
get more by snch an arrangement than 
from an officer who has more than one 
function to discharge. But there is 
nothing in this Bill to prejudge the 
question. I am speaking of what the 


That can be as well done by an 
I see an 
I am sure 


General Staff have been thinking of a) 


great deal lately ; but experience must 


tell whether the experiment will succeed | 
mean fifteen days this year ! 


or not. We are not going to cut off the 


{COMMONS} 


The | 
function of the adjutant, therefore, will | 


like to choose some | 
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; made to suit their convenience. But the 
| annual training, which is absolutely vital, 
is another matter, and is very important. 
‘It is provided that the period shall he, 
under Clause 14 of the Bill, not less than 
eight, nor more than fifteen, days. That 
is to be the annual training A man who 
enlists in the force will have to undergo 
that annual training and attend a certain 
number of drills and fulfil other conditions 
relating to preliminary training which 
may be prescribed, subject to a power of 
dispensation which the prescribed general 
officer may exercise. We leave large 
latitude to the commanding officer, and 
the 1eason is this—we want to make it as 
sasy as possible for men to take their 
annual training, provided only they take 
| it efficiently, in the form which suits them 
best. They cannot take it efficiently 
unless they go into camp, and we have 
provided for camps ; and | hope as many 
men as possible will go for fifteen days, 
and when we think they cannot do that, 
I trust we may ask them to take not less 
than eightdays. We reserve a dispensing 
power even there; but our purpose is 
not to be slack in this _ matter, 
but to get as much as we can. For that 
purpose we shall have to deal not only 
| with representatives of capital, but also 
with representatives of labour. 


Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St. 


Albans) : Does the right hon. Gentleman 
) 


skilled assistance that this force bad, but | 


rather substantially to increase it ; and the 
shape it takes must be determined by ex- 
perience. It may be that we shall ulti- 
mately come to the conclusion that the 


functions now performed by the adjutant | 


ought to be separated under the heads of 
training and administration. Under the 


commanding officer, the adjutant who 


would belong to the unit would deal 
with administrative matters and with 


interior economy both in peace and in} 
Training would be mainly in the} 


war. 
hands of squadron, battery, and company 
commanders, who would he assisted, as 
required, by a Regular instructional staff. 


I come now to the point of annual 
training. As I have said, the idea is 


that the men in these units should get | 


their preliminary training, and indeed, 
what one may cail their non-camp train- 
ing, as much as, possible on the spot from 
local instruccors, arrangements being 


Mr. Haldane. 


*Mr. HALDANE: We shall have no 
associations organised for this year. This 
Bill cannot possibly come into operation 
till next year. 


CoLONEL KENYON-SLANEY (Shrop- 
shire, Newport): Who is the authority 
to say whether the period shall be eight 
days or fifteen days ! 


*Mr. HALDANE: The Commander-in- 
Chief, working with the General Staff. 
| I think one of the most difficult questions 
we have to deal with is how to get the 
time arranged in such a way as to suit 
the men and suit the employers. I am 
not at all hopeless of this Some of the 
energetic conimanding officers in the 
Liverpool district have had this matter 
/under consideration, and the response 
from the employers has been remarkable. 
| Thirty-five great shipping firms in Liver- 
| pool have agreed to give, not only a 
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preference to the men who wish to serve 


in the camps as to taking holiday at that 


time, hut they have even gone further and 
agreed to give them an extra week. 
That is very fine, and all we could wish. 
The movement is spreading further. 
Nineteen shipping firms in London have 
done the same thing. I am taking one 
great interest only as an illustration of 
the possibilities in this matter. I have 
heen in communication with employers 
of labour and commanding officers for 
some time past. In the great towns of 
the north of England particularly there 
has been a very remarkable response to 
this idea. They have felt that after all 
this force is something which exists, not 
for show or amusement, but to give them 
a sense of security ; they are ready to 
make, many of them, their contributions 
towards it. We believe public spirit will 
grow in this matter; and we hope a 
response will come, not only from the em- 
plovers, but also from the men themselves, 
and that they will be willing and anxious, 
if it is made easy to them, to take a good, 
long camp in the autumn—fifteen days, 
us | have suggested. In a mild way, the 
House will appreciate that we have made 
camp compulsory. That seems a drastic 
thing to do, but it is absolutely essential. 
[do not mean that anybody would be put 
in prison for not going to camp, but he 
must go into camp if he is able to do so. 
This force can be of benefit to the nation 
only if it is well trained, and without 
yoing into camp and training by combined 
arms, possibly along with the Regulars, 
you cannot get the training we want. 
What we lay stress on is not this short 
training, preliminary training and training 
incamp, but something else. We have 
taken the best advice we can get. The 
great commanding generals of this country 
have said to us, We know what European 
troops are, we know what modern nations 
lave laid down as the standard of efficiency 
in their Army ; if you are to make this 
second line efficient, it must do some- 
thing more; it must mobilise and go in 
for a further period of training. I have 
said this force exists only for a great 
emergency. Ifthe great general mobili- 
sation came, then we provide that, auto- 
matically and subject to certain safeguards, 
the force should be embodied—embodied 
not quite immediately, and trained further. 
The ditference between us and those who 
put forward earlier schemes is this. We 
have thrown the war training on to the 
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|other side of the mobilisation, being 
enabled to do so as an island Power, 
instead of making it take place in time of 
peace. You could never get a large 
Volunteer force to take six months 
training in time of peace. But when 
the nation is really in jeopardy, ana, 
as a great employer said to me, our 
very works are disorganised by the 
convulsion which the outbreak of war 
produces, such training may be not only 
possible but even convenient. <A certain 
amount of employment ceases, and it is 
well there should be a large number of 
men under embodiment preparing them- 
selves for the defence of these shores. 
Therefore, what we have provided is this. 
On the issue of a proclamation ordering 
the Army Reserve generally to be called 
out, it should be lawful for the King to 
order the Army Council to give such 
directions as may seem necessary or proper 
for embodying the whole or any part of 
the territorial force. The Army Coun- 
cil, within a month after such directions 
have been given, are to issue directions 
for embodiment, unless an Address has 
been presented by the two Houses of 
Parliament to the Throne asking that 
the directions should be cancelled. There 
is another safeguard. The embodiment 
cannot take place without a vote of 
money. If you embody the territorial 
force Parliament would have to vote a 
large sum of money. That, of course, 
can only be done by this House, and, 
therefore, this House has complete con- 
trol over the question whether the second 
line should be called out or not. But we 
have thought it well for the purpose, not 
only of symmetry, but also of giving 
reality to it, to make this the rule, that un- 
less Parliament interferes the general 
mobilisation which will only take place on 
a great occasion is automatically to put the 
second line in war training. ‘That is the 
scheme. I hope it may not be brought 
to the test. If it is, this seems to me the 
best machinery for securing what we 
desire. The period of six months has 
figured very largely in these discussions, 
but it is not mentioned in the Bill. What 
the war training will be will depend on 
the regulations and directions which are 
given. We are advised by the great 
military authorities whom we have con- 
sulted that six months with a highly 
intelligent force like this would be enough 
to put it into good military condition. 
A good many men may be ready before 
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the term of six months, and others may 
want more time. The Bill says nothing 
about the period. It only says that there 
is to be embodiment for proper war 
training. 


Territorial and 


That brings me to the point raised 
by my right hon. friend the Mem- 
ber for the Forest of Dean. He asked 
justly what provision is made for the 
transition from the old system to the new. 
We have made this provision. The coast 
defence troops are outside the fourteen 


divisions. There are 12,000 of these 
troops. They are organised and they 
will continue organised ; gradually they 
will be brought under the new 
system, but they will remain as at 
present under the coast defence com- 
manders. There are other corps which 


willonly very gradually pass under the 
new régime. We have drawn a very 
great distinction between what happens 
when war has broken out and the troops 
are mobilised and what happens in time 
of peace. In time of war men must 
be under military discipline—that is 
absolutely essential—but in time of peace 
we have cut out everything like courts- 
martial and military rule. If a man 
breaks regulations and does not come up 
when he ought to do so the worst that 
can happen to him is the imposition of a 
small fine, enough to be a caution, but 
not too much so as to hurt him, and there 
is a power of excuse in a proper case. 
We hope that will be sufficient, as it has 
proved tc be in the case of the Volun- 
teers, to bring a man up for the purpose 
of taking his training. The fine will be 
recovered under summary jurisdiction, 
and it will be, even in the worst case, 
nothing that is unduly severe; but it is 
necessary to have some sanction to make 
people come up for training. I hope « 
good deal may be given in future in 
other forms we cannot enter into now, in 
the way of providing badges and decora- 
tions. What we have provided in the 
Bill is that as an officer or man of the 
force is giving his time to the State when 
he goes out for training, so he shall be 


dispensed from the obligation to serve on— 


a jury or as parish officer or peace officer. 
Also we have provided, by way of 
encouraging yet another source from 
which we can get an accession of strength 
that acceptance of a commission as an 
officer in the Territorial Force will not 
vacate the seat of any Member returned 
Mr. Huldane. 


{COMMONS} 
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to serve in Parliament. We have also 
provided that, notwithstanding military 
obligations, there is to be leave to go and 
vote. [An Hon. MemBerR: No exemp- 
tions from income-tax | That must be, 
I think, for another Parliament. So 
much for the second part of the Bill. 


Now I come to what I shall take quite 
shortly, the transitionary clauses. Under 
the transitionary clauses we do this— 
in order to provide for the time during 
which the old system has not passed 
away and the other has not become 
fully applicable, we have said that the 
associations need not be constituted all at 
once. The Army Council may begin with 
Lancashire, London, or some county in 
Scotland, just as they think fit, and 
constitute an association in that county ; 
if you do that, for instance, in Lancashire 
you would have a whole division for your 
county and would be able to work out 
the whole thing within the compass of 
the county. Then it is provided that no 
unit is to be transferred except by an 
Order in Council, and that no officer or 
man shall be compelled to change 
his terms of service against his will. 
Then it is provided that no unit is to 
be transferred except by an Order in 
Council, and that no officer or man shall 
be compelled to change his terms of 
service against his will. A unit may 
cease to exist, but he will not be com- 
pelled to serve in any other except the 
one in which he enlisted. Then, as re- 
gards property, the association will take 
over any property held by the corps on 
trust, subject to the trusts. The trustee 
will be changed, but that is all. If, how- 
ever, the corps is willing that the trust 
should be changed owing to the changed 
circumstances and the necessities of the 
Territorial Army then there is power to 
enable that to be done. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN: 
Will property be compulsorily taken 
over ? 


*Mr. HALDANE: Oh, no. The trust 
will only be changed if the corps is will- 
ing by voluntary agreement. I have 
recently made the discovery that a rector 
is not the only person who is a corpora- 
tion sole. A commanding officer of 
Volunteers also appears to be so. When 
the property is taken over, the associa- 
tion becomes ipso facto the trustee ; but 
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when it comes to a question of a varying of | 
a trust, that variation can only take | 
with the consent of the unit. In order) 
to facilitate the transfer of property, we | 
have presented a Supplementary Esti- 


mate, which will follow on the adoption | 
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of this Bill and under which we shall | 


provide for the debts of those corps so | 
far as they affect money which has been 


Loans Commissioners. We take them 
over and extinguish them in order to | 
facilitate the arrangements as to the 
transfer of property. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN : | 
Does the Supplementary Estimate place 
the Secretary of State or the Army | 
Council in the position of the Public | 
Works Loans Commissioners as creditors ? 
Does the right hon. Gentleman mean 
to remit the debts of the local forces ? 


*Mr. HALDANE: That is so. On the 
hypothesis that the scheme goes through | 
you do remit the debts, and the property 
will be transferred to the associations. 
The position at present is this. The 
corps borrows the money from the Public | 
Works Loan Commissioners and the 
money to pay for the interest comes from 
the capitation grant. That is a bad form | 
of finance. If we abolish the capitation | 
grant there will therefore in future be 
no money out of which to pay the in-| 
terest. But even if this scheme does not | 
go through it makes no difference to the | 
position of the Public Works Loans 
Commissioners. They declare trusts in 
our favour, we having paid the money. 
There will be an equitable transfer. My 
right hon. friend the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer was good enough to say— 

“You may pay off the Public Works Loans 
Commissioners and then the debt will be due 
to you. It will remain a debt, and it will 
be paid off out of the capitation grants and 
that would be the security. ” 


Sir HOWARD VINCENT: In whom 
will the property vest ? 


*Mr. HALDANE: The property re- 
mains in the corps until it is taken over 
hy the association. 


Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Black- 
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*Mr. HALDANE: Oh, yes. In the 
case of a hall which is built partly out of 
public money and partly out of 
subscriptions the mortgagor remains the 
same. Only the mortgagee is changed, 
and the mortgagee will now be the War 
Office. The War Office has no more 
power than the Public Works Loans 
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| Commissioners. 
borrowed through the Public Works | 


| Reserve. 


Now I come to a point as to the 
We have to amend slightly 
the provisions of the Reserve Forces 
Act 1882, in order to provide for 


the existence of our special contingent. 


| into the Reserve. 


| Volunteers from the Reserve. 
_very bad system. 


Our Special Contingent is not a reserve of 
men who have served with the Colours. 


|They are men who are engaged in 


various capacities to come in on mobi- 
lisation. Therefore you cannot enlist 
them under the Reserve Forces Act of 
1882 ; so we slightly amend that Act so 
as to enable a man to be enlisted straight 
They come in for dif- 
ferent terms into the Reserve without 
previous service with the Colours. We 
do not want them to come in under the 
Colours, but only on mobilisation. These 


/men will be very much the Militiamen 


of today. We discussed this rather on 


the footing, I think, that we were des- 


troying the Militia; but we have not 
really destroyed them. The same class 
of men who now come into the Militia 
will come into the Special Contingent by 
this new door, and have very much the 
same sort of training as is given in the 
Militia. 

Now I come to the last point in the 
Bill, viz., the so-called striking force, 
or as I would call it, the Imperial 
police force, a force which can be sent on 
small expeditions at short notice. Hither- 
to, in order to deal with the matter and 
to mobilise a force of this kind 
we had to resort either to what is called 
Section A of the Regular Reserve or to 
That is a 
On the other hand, 
the A Reserve, which is 5,000 men, has 
never come out or taken service in pro- 
portion to its numbers, which is now 
4,300. The reason is that men cannot 


enlist in the A Reserve unless they do so 


in the first twelve months. We have, 
however, extended the period to two 
years and enlarged the number to 6,000 


pool): Does property such as drill halls|in order to make sure of getting the 


subscribed for privately remain in the 
names of the officers of a corps ? 


requisite numbers. We have also taken 
power to create a corresponding Reserve 
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within the Special Contingent of 4,000 
men. That will enable us to get at short 
notice and without general mobilisation, 
Army Medical Corps, Army Service 
Corps, and other non-combatants, and 
also to make some provision for wastage 
in a small force of this kind. We do not 
propose to put those people who belong 
to the Special Contingent in the first 
or combatant line. That we propose 
to do entirely with the Regular Reserve. 
for the 


They are merely wastage 
of war. The General Staff are working 


out the best form of striking force, 
and these clauses, if the House agrees 
to them, will give us the power to 
determine what is the best force. It 
cannot be a large force, but it ought to 
be large enough to deal with some sudden 
emergency. We hope to get material 
assistance from the Irish battalions which 
represent the old Militia in Ireland, 
which we have kept alive because there is 
no territorial force there. They will 
consist of men who have undertaken to 
serve abroad if necessary. They cannot 
be called on until mobilisation, but they 
may volunteer, and if they do so they 
will do it without disturbing the mobilisa- 
tion arrangements of the General Reserve. 
We think that in this way we can get the 
small expeditionary force of which I have 
spoken into a more satisfactory state. 
So much for the general scheme of the 


Bill. There is only one thing I have 
omitted. Although I spoke of camps as 


in some senses compulsory, we have 
vested in the Commander-in-Chief a dis- 
pensing power with regard to that. 
Some men cannot come up for eight days, 
and we make provision to meet that case. 


Now as regards the Bill as a whole, it 
will be seen that the plan and scheme of it 
is a gradual transition and absorption from 
one state of things to the other. It may 
take a very short time or it may take 
some years. It is best to do things 
thoroughly, even if doing them 
thoroughly means the expenditure of a 
certain amount of time in bringing the 
change about. In order to secure that 
the change shall come about we have 
to appeal not merely to this House, but 
to the public, to the nation itself. We 
do appeal to them with some confidence. 
We do think that the nation is in earnest 
inthis matter. The Government feel that 
what is desired of them above everything 
is:that, having got a clear line, having 


Mr. Haldane. 


{COMMONS} 
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shown that they are open to consider 
detail and to learn as the discussion of 
this complicated matter proceeds, still 
they should stick firmly to the general 
principles they have laid down in this 
Bill. On that I lay great stress. Some- 
times, although a scheme may not be the 
very best ideal, it is very much better to 
follow it out rather rigidly than to 
wobble about in the hope of finding 
something better. Therefore our pro- 
posal is to stick rather strenuously to 
our first principles in this matter while 
keeping our mind open on points that do 
not involve any deviation from it. | 
read this morning a remarkable article, 
in which there are some things I do not 
agree with, in The Times newspaper on 


these matters. But there were some 
things in it which I agree with very 


much, and what I am going to read _ is 


one of those things. It is an article 
written by a_ writer of well-known 


ability and distinguished literary skill. 
oT ” 
The scheme,” he says— 


“is to make the best possible use of exisiing 
forces and to leave the door invitingly open for 
future progress. Such modifications in detail 
as appear desirable can be made without 
danger to the fundamental principles 
clearly laid down. It is most earnestly to be 
desired that the Secretary of State will hold 
tenaciously to these principles, and will not 
surrender an inch to clamour. It is better 
that he should lose by trusting the people 
than that he should win by distrusting them.” 


sO 


These words represent my own strong 
feeling upon this matter ; and it is by ap- 
pealing to the public and to the nation that 
we hope to secure a change for the better. 
I beg to move. 


Motion made and Question proposed, 
“That leave be given to bring in a Bill 
to provide for the reorganisation of His 
Majesty's Military Forces, and for that 
purpose to authorise the establishment of 
county associations and the raising and 
maintenance of a Territorial Force, and 
for amending the Acts relating to the 
Reserve Forces.”—(Mr. Haldane.) 


Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.) : I 
sympathise with the right hon. Gentle- 
man in one circumstance connected with 
this debate, and that is that there have 
not been present a larger number of 
Members in the House to listen to the 
very clear and able statement which 





he has just made to us. We have to 
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thank the right hon. Gentleman for | 
explaining the Bill at some length, its 
contents being obviously of the utmost 
importance to the country, and he, 
I am sure, will not complain if even 
at this early stage of the proceedings, 
before we have the Bill in our hands, we 
make some remarks in the nature of 
criticism. I need hardly say that that 
criticism, whether it proves acceptable to 
the Government or not, proceeds from 
no lack of desire that there shall be 
found throughout the country that great 
national patriotism to which the right 
hon. Gentleman appeals, and without 
which no scheme can possibly succeed. 
While we all join in the desire that to an 
appeal of this kind there should be a 
patriotic and self-denying response, it 
is necessary, in justice to those whose 
services will be required under the 
scheme, that the House shall carefuily 
and critically consider the steps they are 
taking along the path which we are 
asked for the first time to tread. The 
scheme is intended to fill up gaps and 
supplement deficiencies created by 
decisions previously announced to the 
House. The ultimate reduction they 
will cause in the Army is estimated by 
some experts at nearer 40,000 than the 
13,000 officially suggested. I gather 


| 


from the right hon. Gentleman that there | 
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| non-commissioned officers 


is no proposal to deal with the permanent | 


staff other than adjutants. Although I 
do not wish to take any pessimistic view, 
Ido regard the formation of the special 
contingent with great anxiety. On the 
information before the House, I cannot 
believe that the kind of training these 
men are going to receive will make them 
really efficient for any sort of military 
duty, having regard to the fact that 
when they have passed through that 
short period of training they are to 
return to civil life. I am glad to hear of 
the handsome offers made by the ship- 
owners of Liverpool and elsewhere ; but 
it is a fact that when a man is liable to 
be called to service at any time he finds 
it more difficult to get employment than 
when he is free. It is a tremendous 
experiment to require men of this kind 
to be open to sudden call for the per- 
formance of military duties for the 
defence of the country. 


*Mr. HALDANE: The Special Con- 
tingent, so far as training goes, will 
always have six months training. 
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Mr. WALTER LONG: As I under- 
stand it they will have their six months 


training, but not as they receive their 


training now, by joining the colours and 
coming into contact with the officers and 
under whom 
they will serve when mobilised for 
service or meeting the comrades with 
whom they will serve. 


*Mr. HALDANE: They do not go 
out as units. They will be trained to 
go out as drafts on active service. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: 
I have described this as a 
experiment. 


That is why 


very grave 


*Mr. HALDANE: The Militia Reserve 
a case in point. 


—. 
an 


Mr. WALTER LONG: No. The 
the present Reserve system forms no 
precedent ; for the Militia rejoin their old 
battalions and are, after civil employment, 
recalled to the colours under the officers 
and non-commissioned officers who have 
trained them. The right hon. Gentleman 
has told us that he has endeavoured 
to make the Bill so complete in_ its 
form that it will be a text-book for those 
who have to carry out the duties. For 
that we are indebted to him, because a 
great deal of the work is of such a 
complicated character that it will require a 
text-book to keep them straight. I am 


‘much interested in the county associa- 


tions proposal. I have always advocated 


_ giving to local authorities in the counties 


much larger powers than they have at 
present ; but I am a little appalled at the 
suggestion that committees are to be 
appointed in each county and, subject 
only to such general direction as will be 
drawn from the Army Council, are to do 
as they like in each county and to act in 
them both in respect of the county 
borough area and the rest of the county. 
The Lord-Lieutenant’s and Deputy-Lieu- 
tenant’s parts in the scheme are most 
excellent, especially the making of the 
appointment of Deputy - Lieutenant 
depend not only on work already done, 
but on willingness to give part of his time 
to developments in the future. This will 
undoubtedly be appreciated by everybody 
in the county districts ; and will make 
the position of Deputy-Lieutenant one 
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of greater honour, privilege, and useful- 
ness than at present. I doubt, however, 
whether the right hon. Gentleman will 
find committees able to discharge the 
extremely heavy duties of a very varied 
kind which they will be called upon to 
discharge. I think that in dealing with 
all questions affecting the men themselves 
in this new territorial force it would have 
been far better to give at once the whole 
control and discretion to the commanding 
officer. I have been connected for more 
than thirty years with one of the Reserve 
forces of the country, and I have been 
privileged to command, and I know how 
often mistakes have been made and how 
frequently unnecessary expenditure has 
been incurred and money wasted both of 
which would have been saved if in the 
first instance commanding officers had 
been consulted and given discretion in 
these affairs. On the question of the 
dispensing of the conditions of service, if 
the discretion was given to the command- 
ing officer at once without any reference 
to these committees, it would not only be 
giving to the commanding officers what 
they have proved themselves worthy of, 
but it would be in my opinion much more 
practicable. The right hon. Gentleman 
has told us that the punishment and fines 
for non-attendance under the new scheme 
will not be more serious than they are 
now ; that though there is an alteration, 
practically the regulations made by each 
corps in this regard have the same effect 
in the Volunteer battalions as his new 
system will have. In that case there is 
practically no change. It is quite true 
that so far as the Volunteers are con- 
cerned the conditions are those described 
by the right hon. Gentleman. In the 
Imperial Yeomanry the conditions are 
different, because they were put into a 
different position by the two Acts passed 
by Mr. Brodrick, But here, again, the 
punishment being one of fine with re- 
covery, I am bound to say that unless the 
discretion rests with the commanding 
officer—-if the committee act over his 
head regardless of his views and sugges- 
tions—it will make his position and his 
relations with his command very difficult. 
There is only one man who can judge of the 
circumstances of a man’s retirement. It 
does not always depend on a man’s calling 
or sickness in his family or upon matters 
of that sort. It most likely depends upon 
the man’s previous record in the company 
and his general fitness for his duties. 


Mr. Walter Long. 


{COMMONS} 





Reserve Forces Bill. 528 


*Mr. HALDANE said the Army 
Council could give a direction if it pleased, 
but the association had to consult the 
commanding officer on all points. The 
reason they had put the commanding 
officer in a different position was this, 
He used before to receive the fines ; under 
this scheme he would not, and therefore 
he might like someone else to be re- 
sponsible. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: The position 
is not then so bad as I thought, but I still 
think the right hon. Gentleman does not 
realise how these cases occur. A regiment 
is going out. The commanding ofticer 


/hears that certain men cannot go for 


various reasons. He has them on review, 

and not only so, but has the history of the 
men as well, and there are plenty of men 
in the auxiliary services who could safely 
be relieved of two-thirds of their train- 
ing ; who could make themselves efficient 
in a few days where others would take 
months. Judging from my own experi- 
ence, I should say that if the commanding 
officers had to refer these cases to a 
committee and produce their evidence 
for or against each particular case and 
ask the consideration of the committee 
instead of deciding themselves it would 
impose an immense amount of labour on 
the commanding officers at a time when 
they were hard pressed, and if at the 
same time their suggestions were not 
taken and the committee acted without 
regard to them it would have a very 
injurious effect upon them. With regard 
to the duties of the commands, the 
right hon. Gentleman has said that a sum 
of money is to be allotted to each com- 
mittee by the Army Council, and 
assuming that that money is insutticient 
they are to have some additional money 
provided by a Supplementary Estimate if 
necessary. But are they to have any 
other powers of raising money? They 
will of course have no rating power, 
althongh they could receive contributions 
from any public body or private person, 
but they would have no other means of 
spending money except that given by 
the Army Council. In the event of 
their expenditure exceeding the amount 
allotted, and being approved of course by 
the Army Council, I presume they will 
be recouped, because it is obvious that if 
this thing runs for a year their Estimates 
may not always be accurate. 
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*Mr. HALDANE: They could set up | 


supplementary expenditure, 


Mr. WALTER LONG: They could ? 
Then the right hon. Gentleman tells us 
that the regular adjutants would no longer | 
deal with the Auxiliary Forces, and he 
seemed to he under the impression that the 
adjutants of the forces not only attended 
to the training and the military work 
and were necessarily the advisers of the 
commanding ofticers, but also did a great 
deal of the business part of the regiment. 
That was quite true up to the time of 
the predecessors of the right hon. 
Gentleman, Mr. Brodrick and afterwards 
the right hon. Member for Croydon, 
when the right hon. Gentleman altered 
the system of the Imperial Yeomanry 
and pat them onan entirely different foot- 
ing. Since they have been put under the 
new system we have had a commissioned 
officer as quartermaster, and the business 
part of the regiment has been done by 
him with a full staff. Therefore there is 
no necessity for any alteration in that 
respect. But if a very young solicitor is 
to be made the adjutant adviser of the 
commanding officer 1 can only say the 
commanding officer has my deepest 
sympathy. There must be a multitude 
of questions of the gravest kind which 
arise When in cainp, and the commanding 
officer can know very little of these 
subjects unless he is an old soldier. 
Uniess, therefore, there is a man who has 
heen through adequate training in the 
Ks gular Army, and who knows not only 
the military law but is familiar with this 
kind of cases, the commanding officer will 
be placed at a great disadvantage. I myself 
should not care to be advised by the right 
hon. Gentleman’s young solicitor, how- 
ever competent he might be. I hope the 
right hon, Gentleman will reconsider 
that part of the proposal, because | 
am bound to say I think it~ will! 
inflict great injury on regimental com- 
manding officers. As to the course of 
training, I profoundly regret, as an old 
Army officer, that the right hon. Gentle- 
man has found it necessary to interfere at 
this stage with the Imperial Yeomanry. 
The Volunteers are in a different position. 
They had to undergo some change, and 
their difficulties are so great that their 
system could not be left as it was. The 
right hon. Gentleman may take pride in 
the fact that he has taken their burdens 
off their shoulders and has given them 
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some quid pro quo for having altered their 


| position, but I regret the change in the 
| Yeomanry. 


The Yeomanry is one of the 
oldest forces in the country. It has gone 


| through several changes and has only 


just settled down to the new system 
of arrangement. It has, I think, settled 
down very well to a system which 
ceriainly made a very great demand on 
the patriotism of the men belonging to the 
force. However many demands may be 
made on the patriotism of the men in the 
Yeomanry they will respond to the best 
of their ability, but they certainly will be 
dismayed at this change. The amazing 
thing to me is that this Progres- 
sive Government should make such 
a change. They are in fact going 
back to the state of things that ob- 
tained in the Yeomany regiments thirty 
years ago, because then they had 
these periods of short training. There 
has already been one change in that 
regard, and now a fresh change is to be 
made. It is to be at the discretion of 
the commanding — officer whether the 
training is to be eight or fifteen days. 
That is exactly a duty which ought not 
to have. been thrown on commanding 
officers ; it is a duty that should ke 
performed by the Commander in Chief, 
who is the only person who can say what 
training is necessary to make a man 
etlicient, and who is responsible to the 
King and the country for putting 
properly trained forces into the field. 


*Mr. HALDANE said it was the duty 
of the prescribed general officer, the 
Army Council, or the major - general 
commanding in chief, whoever the Army 
Council directs. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Do I under- 
stand that the Army Council may direct 
the commanding-otticer in-chief ? 


*Mr. HALDANE: It may be the 
major general commanding the division, 
or the commanding-officer-in-chief. 


Mr. WALTER LONG: That is to 
say, it may be somevne in the neigh. 
bourhood, but it is better than I[ 
thought. Still I wish that duty was 
taken off the shoulders of everybody 
who has local duties to perform. 
It is often the most unpopular branch of 
the work to be done, and the highest 
authority shoz’d lay down the period 

T 
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for training. I misunderstood the right 
hon. Gentleman, and therefore I hop 
that his explanation makes it clear 
that it is not left to the individual 
commanding officer; and I hope he may 
find it possible to issue general regulations 
on this subject from the highest possible 
quarter, because the higher the authority 
by whom they are issued the more easy it 
will be for the individual commanding 
officer to secure the fullest amount of 
training. Iam one of those who believe 
from my own experience of the Yeomanry 
that fifteen days should constitute the 
minimum of training. Knowing the 


{COMMONS} 





difficulties that commanding _ officers 
have to encounter, sometimes with 


officers under them, and sometimes with 
the men, I am convinced that we are 
not likely to succeed in getting the best 
out of this great Territorial Army unless 
you issue these regulations from the 
highest possible quarter, and do not leave | 
the matter to local influence and the 
local major-general, who will naturally | 
endeavour to consult the opinion of those | 
under his command. 


*Mr. HALDANE: Our whole theory 
is to leave it to the General Staff to 
decide and, confirmed by an order in 
Council, the time of training may be 
extended beyond the period I have | 
stated. 


Mr. WALTER LONG : If that is to be | 
done, it obviously meets the main objec- | 
tion to which I have referred, and I) 
make no apology for having misunder- | 
stood the right hon. Gentleman, because 
this is a very difficult and _ technical 
matter. I attach so much importance to 
it, and I know that many of those on 
whose behalf I am speaking, commanding 
officers of Yeomanry, do also, that I am 
very glad to have had that statement 
from the right hon. Gentleman. Now 
with regard to mobilisation. I confess I 
am as apprehensive about it as about 
another part of his scheme. I hope he 
will find his expectations realised. I 
understand, however, that this mobilisa- 
tion will take place automatically. My 
right hon, friend in his remarks the other 
day asked whether it was to be practically 
automatic, or whether it was to be on 
the outbreak of war, or whether it was 
to be at the discretion of the Government. 
I understand that it is to be practically 
automatic. 
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Me. HALDANE: 
trol of Parliament. 


Subject to the con- 


Mr. WALTER LONG: Yes, retain- 
ing the power of Parliament; but, 
otherwise, mobilisation follows as a mat- 
ter of course, on the outbreak of war. 
The right hon. Gentleman is relying on 
the public spirit, on the patriotism and 
devotion which led the men of the United 
Kingdom in 1900 to come forward, as 
they did, splendidly and magnificently, 
and offer their services. But remember 
that the right hon. Gentieman has over- 
looked this fact, that many of the men 
who came forward were not men who 
were then serving in existing auxiliary 
regiments. Many in the Auxiliary 
Forces were perfectly willing to go out, 
but were unable to do so, because of its 
being impossible to leave their employ- 
ment or for other reasons. Is this 
mobilisation to be practically compulsory ; 
that is to say, if war breaks out, are the 
men of the Territorial Army to be 
practically compelled, under — certain 
penalties, to mobilise for six months 
training, after which they would be 
available for home defence? Are you 
not running a great risk of not getting 
the men that you require! Let us see 
what the position would be. Who are 
these men who, as in the Volunteers, 
will, in the majority of cases, constitute 
this new Territorial Army? They are 
employees, small clerks, and men of that 
kind, and, so far as the Yeomanry are 
concerned, one half consist of farmers 
and tradespeople. In the Yeomanry, as 
in the Volunteers, it is an undoubted 
fact that the great bulk of the men are 
not drawn as they used to be from the 
rural country districts, but from the 
towns. The circumstances of training 
make it almost impossible to maintain 
Rifle Corps in country villages as 
used to be the case formerly, when 
you had eight or ten or a_ dozen 
Volunteers in each village. They did 
this work in the village under the volun- 
teer local sergeant, and were eventually 
formed into companies. That kind of 
volunteer has now almost ceased to 
exist. They found it impossible to 
respond to the demands made upon them ; 
and, therefore, at present, in almost 
every case, Volunteer battalions are 
formed from the towns. Therefore, the 
effect of this mobilisation, when men are 
asked to enlist, must be clearly explained ; 
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it must be made perfectly plain to them 
what are the conditions and possibilities 
of service which they are asked to under- 
take. The right hon. Gentleman told 
us that he proposed to give some 
privileges to those men who joined, 
such as exemption from being on 
juries, which is an advisable arrangement, 
and one or two other small privileges in| 
return for the time they will give. | 
But look at the limitations. You will 
have side by side, in the same office, | 
shop or bank, two men, one of whom 
gives his service to the country as a 
soldier of the Territorial Army as a 
Volunteer, or one of the Yeomanry—-I do_ 
not care what you call him. The other 
man, his neighbour, does not enter as | 
one or the other; and yet, at the time | 
of real pressure, we know that, as in| 
1900 and 1901, works are going at 
double and treble time, and the men are 
earning three and four times the wages | 
usual in the time of peace. — It will be at | 
that very time that the reward of the | 
man who has had the patriotism and | 
devotion to his country to enlist will be 
taken away, and he will be called upon 
for this six months training, leaving 
behind him the man who had never 
entered the service, and who would reap 
all the advantages of the greater demand 
for labour and the higher wages. I am 
no pessimist, and I am a firm believer in 
the public spirit and patriotism of our 
people, but as long as human nature is 
human nature, you will find that men, 
on realising the risks they will run, will 
think twice before they join the reserve 
force. If that be true, then I think 
there are very few men of experience 
but will confirn what I state from my 
own personal knowledge ; because not 
only have I been for more than thirty 
years a Volunteer, but I have myself gone 
closely into these matters; I have 
watched the effect of the conditions of 
service upon the men, and I have kept a 
careful record ; and I believe it will be 
found that the conditions of service under 
this scheme will have a deterrent effect 
upon the men whom you desire to recruit. 
I and my hon. friend below the gangway, 
my brother officer, at the time of the war, 
enlisted 800 or 1,000 men at the 
headquarters of the regiment I com- 
manded ; but if we had told them that 
we were going to keep them six months 
in barracks for training and drill, we 
should not have got 250, much less 1,000. 
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| They wanted to sail at once; they 
wanted to go to the front; they wanted 
the attraction and excitement of war. 
They were not content when they were 
kept three weeks longer in barracks than 
they expected. Their conduct was beyond 
reproach, but their disappointment was 
of the bitterest, and they said reproach- 
fully that the Government had enlisted 
them to send them out to fight, and not 
to be trained in barracks. If men realise, 
therefore, that they are to be mobilised 
for a long period of training, and not to 
be sent to the front, you will not get the 
same response to your demand that you 
would if the men knew that they 
were to be sent to the front at once. 
Think how serious the result would be. 
You would have got rid of your existing 
system, and if this new scheme by which 
you expect to fill up the gaps breaks 
down, you will be without the force which 
you now have, and you will not have men 
enough to man the new force. Predecessors 
of the right hon. Gentleman, the Member 
for Croydon and Mr. Brodrick, have been 
denounced for the futility and ex- 
travagance of their proceedings. But 
what after all was the burden of the 
complaint ! It was that they could not get 
the men, and the right hon. Gentleman has 
shown us to-day that he has no more 
reasonable authority for thinking that he 
would get the men. That is the crux of 
this question. The question to be 
answered is, will you get the men you 
require, and are you taking the right 
steps to get them for the new force you 
are raising ? I do not suggest that my 
fellow countrymen are wanting in 
patriotism ; I believe they are endowed 
with public spirit in the highest degree ; 
still, | do believe that unless you largely 
iaodify the conditions which you are 
imposing upon the men whom you 
are seeking to make your Territorial 
Army, you would not get them. Then 
as to the question of pay. The right 
hon. Gentleman the other day referred 
to the five shillings a day granted 
to the Yeomanry in time of war as if that 
was a new departure. I think he forgot 
that the five shillings paid to the 
Yeomanry has been in existence for more 
than 100 years. Before the war, the Yeo- 
man was paid seven shillings a day, and out 
of that he had to make what arrangements 
he could. Under the old system they 
lived in hotels, and they knew before 
they started that they could not possibly 
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do so on their pay, and they spent money 
out of their own pockets. When some- 
thing like 1,000 men passed through my 
hands for enlistment, they did not ask 


about pay, but about the conditions of ser- | 


vice. The five shillings paid at that time 
had nothing to do with the ordinary pay 
which the yeoman got before. He is 
getting now the same as he was getting 
before. In the olden day he got 5s. 6d. 
a day and Is. 6d. for forage for his horse, 
which is much the same thing. The fact 
that there is a change in the air will 
have an injurious effect upon the service. 
The Yeomanry has been changed in more 
ways than one, and I am sorry another 
change has been proposed in their pay 
and their conditions. The moment you 
took the Yeomanry under canvas and 
gave them sufficient pay to live decently 
and save money an extraordinary change 
came over them. In my own regiment | 
have seen an enormous percentage of 
the men take no alcoholic drinks for 
dinner, because they found it was more 
economical, and they were able to go 
away with twenty-five shillings or thirty 
shillings in their pockets. When training 
in camp I have always considered it 
necessary that there should be wooden 
fluors for the men to sleep upon, in order 
so keep them off the damp ground, to 
avoid the danger of contracting rheumatic 
fever. It is astonishing what a bad effect 
even one case of illness of this kind has 
upon recruiting. I do not think it has 
been sutticiently recognised in the past 
how much public spirit and patriot- 
ism the officers and men of the Reserve 
Forces have shown when they have 


been called upon to meet large 
demands. I profoundly regret that 


anything should be done calculated to 
lessen the number of these men at our 
disposal. It would have been far better 
policy to have left the Imperial Yeomanry 
out of the question on the ground that 
they have gone through many changes ; 
they might have been left alone with- 
out making any further changes for a 
longer period of time. Of course the 
Government must act up to their pro- 
gressive policy, and therefore it is neces- 
sary for them to lay violent hands on the 
Militia. They have never even considered 
whether the men are likely to remain 
Militiamen under the new conditions. 
Although the Volunteers are going to be 
materially altered they are to be given 
very considerable advantages, but I see no 
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advantage which will bo conferred upon 
the Yeomanry, and therefore I am doubly 
sorry that it has been considered necessary 
to effect any change in their constitution 
at all. I think in regard to this matter 
everyone is justified in drawing upon his 
own personal experience and knowledge, 
because this is by far, in my opinion, the 
greatest and most serious question 
we have to discuss, as it is fraught 
with the greatest possible danger to our 
country. I need hardly say, in common 
with all who have spoken, that whatever 
the House may decide in regard to this 
new scheme will find loyal adherence in 
all parts of the country, because we are 
determined to do our best to get an 
efficient and sufficient defensive force. 


*Sir J. DICKSON-POYN DER (Wilt- 
shire, Chippenham) said the scheme 
which had been outlined by the Secre- 
tary of State for War was one which met 
with the consent of all Parties in the 
House of Commons. 


Sir HOWARD VINCENT: No, not 
a bit of it. 


*Str J. DICKSON-POYNDER said 
that that was not the occasion for the 
House to address itself to the details of 
the scheme, but he thought everybody 
would agree that as it stood the scheme 
was so interdependent one part upon 
another that the breakdown of any 
one detail would have a serious eftect 
upon the whole. He did not think 
a First Reading Debate was one 
upon which they ought to devote a 
great deal of time, and no doubt the 
House and the country would have an op- 
portunity of looking more closely into 
all the details so that when the Second 
Reading took place they might proceed 
in a more competent manner to the 
discussion of the whole scheme. What 
was the right hon. Gentleman trying 
to solve? It was not what Army could 
be found to provide security for the 
Empire, but more a question of what 
Army on a voluntary basis could be 
found for a reasonable sum to meet that 
demand. The scheme before them pro- 
vided a Regular Army which upon 
mobilisation would consist of 160,000 
men, and a second branch which would 
provide 300,000 men. The most casual 
examination would show that the most 
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must depend upon the second part. He 
agreed that the force he had mentioned 
would be sufficient for secondary engage- 
ments, but he did not think it would be 
equal to the demands of a great war. 
He did not think it was possible for them 
to make a Regular Army on anything like 
the basis of a Continental power. The 
real theatre of apprehension was India, 
and it was conceivable that a great 
engagement might take place there 
which would involve this country finding 
a very large proportion of the 300,000 
men which the scheme contemplated. 
Whilst it was essential to attach very 
great importance to any proposals for 
the Regular Army and the changes to 
be made in it, he thought even greater 
importance should be attached to the 
proposals with regard to the organisation 
of the Territorial Army, and no mystery 
ought to be allowed to exist with regard 
to its functions. He would not now 
enter into the question of raids, but 
they were obliged to have a Home 
Defence Army for any such contingency. 
The real necessity, however, for a Home 
Army was to provide an adequate re- 
serve for the Regular Army in time of 
national emergency, and the sooner 
the House fully realised that point 
the better it would be. The Home 
Army, in times of emergency, would be 
asked to provide a continuous stream of 
recruits for the depleted ranks of 
Regulars at the seat of war. He did not 
think it would be practical to ask large 
units of the Home Army to go to the 
seat of war. It would be very rare 
indeed that they would find a brigade 
ready to go abroad, and still less would 
be the likelihood of having ‘anything of 
the size of a division ready to go abroad 
from the Home Army. ‘There would, 


however, be a continuous stream of | 


Reserves necessary to make good the 
waste in the Regular Army at the seat of 
war. The Secretary of State for War 
had proposed special battalions for that 
purpose, and his proposition came very 
near to a policy which other hon. 
Members and himself had urged upon 
the House for years past in regard to 
Army reform. But there was a very 
important difference between the proposal 
the right hon. Gentleman had put forward 
and the policy which they had urged upon 
the House. ‘The Secretary for War's 
scheme established special battalions 
in addition to the present system of 
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| linked battalions known as the Cardwell 


They had advocated special 
depots in substitution for the lnked 
battalions of the Cardwell system. Hon. 
Members on the Ministerial side of the 
House approved of the reduction of 10,000 
men of the Regular Army, because it gave, 


system. 


‘along with other economies, a reduction 


in Army annual expenditure of something 
like £2,000,000. Most of them on that 
side believed that that was an economy 
which ought to be effected in order to 


, increase the credit of the country, which 


was as important for the sinews of war 
as the men themselves. Whilst he fully 
recognised that reduction he could not 
help feeling that the reduction might have 
been more effectually made if the linked 
battalion system had been treated with 
rather less sanctity by the Secretary of 
State and if he had recognised that he 
need not retain in its entirety the system 
of one battalion at home and one 
battalion abroad. He was glad that the 
Under - Secretary for the Colonies, 
speaking on behalf of the War Office the 
other day, had said that as time proceeded 
it was quite possible that substantial 
modification might be made in regard to 
the present Cardwell system, that the 
Government of the day had no desire to 
make a hard and fast rule of maintaining 
those battalions in their entirety, and 
that as opportunity occured it might 
be possible to arrange that two home 
battalions could serveasreliefs for a foreign 
battalion. The more one looked into the 
whole Army scheme, as far as was possible 
without being in the inner circle, the 
more convinced one became that they 


could not safely effect any real reduction 


of the Regular Army and at the same 
time maintain the linked battalion 
system. They could effect it by reducing 
the battalions aboard, but of course the 
time might come when it would be 
dangerous to do so, If they were to have 
an automatic reduction of the Regular 
Army at home it must be by a substantial 
infringement of the Cardwell linked 
battalion system. He said so because 
the more one looked into the scheme of 


'the Secretary of State as to the Ter- 
'ritorial Army the more one was struck 


'by the fact that the amount of money 
devoted to that purpose was a small sum. 
The annual amount of Army expenditure 
was a little over £28,0C0,000, and of that 

‘the right hon. Gentleman allocated 

' £2,800,000 to the Territorial Army. If 
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that Territorial Army was to be carried | 
out on a system of efficiency, if they were | 
to get the further obligations from the | 
men forming the force, it would be | 
essential to place more money at its | 
disposal than was done under the present | 
scheme. How were they to get the) 
moncy? Hon. Members opposite might | 
sympathise with the first of the two ways | 
in which it could be done, namely, by | 
increasing the Army Estimates. On that 
side they were desirous of keeping down 
those Estimates. They hoped as time 
proceeded that about £26,000,000 or 
£27,000,000 would be a sufficient propor- 
tion for Imperial defence, taking into con- 
sideration the amount of money which it 
would be positively necessary to spend on 
the Navy. They believed the money 
should be found from the existing 
Estimates, and the only way in which 
they could get it was by reducing the 
expenditure on the Regular Army. He 
hoped that when the Bill was going 
through Committee more money would 
be placed at the disposal of the Terri- 
torial Army. The right hon. Gentleman 
opposite had emphasised that point, 
showing how the whole question of 
obtaining the men largely depended on 
the question of money. The men who 
would form the Territorial Army would 
be largely drawn from the industrial 
classes, and although they might appeal 
with success to the patriotism of those 
men, there was a point beyond which they 
could hardly ask their patriotism, and that 
was to lose money which was necessary 
for themselves and their wives at home, 
while they were going through the pericd 
to make theniselves efficient. He thought 
it was conceivable that under the scheme 
of the Secretary of State the county 
associations might be asked in their 
different centres to take that matter into 
their serious consideration and to act as 
an advising body to the Army Council. 
The Secretary of State had to-day stated, 
roughly speaking, what was to be the 
composition of the county associations. 
They ought to represent every class 
of industry known in the counties ; he 
did not think they could be too com- 
prehensively representative if they were 
to be of any real use. They should 
be drawn from the landed gentry and 


all classes of employers, and labour 
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of the payment of men during their 
period of training might well form 
one of the subjects which they could 
consider and on which they would make 
recommendations to the Army Council. 
By appealing to the patriotism of the 
employers it might be that in some cases 
they would be persuaded not only to allow 
their men holidays but also to pay them 
during the period of training ; but he was 
quite sure that it would be found that 
there were many men who would not go 
into training unless some adequate 
arrangement was made in addition to 
what was now proposed. With the added 
obligations which were proposed, and look- 
ing at the Territorial Army as the real 
Xeserve of the Regular Army in time of 
emergency, it was essential that every 
opportunity should be given to the 
different units to make themselves as 
efficient as, possible. Those who 
had served in the different branches 
realised that that could only be 
done by an adequate staff of non- 
commissioned officers, and they could not 
be obtained unless the country was _ pre- 
pared to pay a proper amount for them. 
He would rather see an increase than a 
reduction of expenditure in that direction. 
When the Bill got into Committee he 
would do his small share of the work of 
improving it in the direction of making 
the Territorial Army a real success. 
As to the question of officers, the right 
hon. Gentleman had stated that the in- 
crease of the number was one of the most 
important reforms of the Army. He was 
struck by the speech the other day of the 
hon. Member for Stoke-on-Trent, who 
asked the Secretary of State whether he 
could not see his way to give further 
facilities for granting commissions to men 
from the non-commissioned ranks than 
had been granted in the past. There 
was a great deal to be said for that 
suggestion, and it was a matter in the 
Territorial Army where the county associa- 
tions could do serviceatle work. There 
were many well educated, highly respect- 
able men serving in the ranks who had 
made themselves most efficient soldiers, 
but had not been able to become officers. 
They would undoubtedly, if further 
facilities were given, make a serviceable 
addition to the commissioned officers in 
the Territorial Army. He sincerely hoped 
that greater facilities would be given in 
future for men from the non-commissoned 
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ranks to become commissioved officers. | 
The remarks of the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for South Dublin with 
regard to the Yeomanry were more 
appropriate to the Committee stage than to 
a Second Reading debate. He absolutely 
agreed with the right hon. Gentle- 
man that no discouragement should be 
given to either the Yeomanry or the 
Volunteers in recruiting. The payment 
given to the Yeomanry in the past 
had been of a very generous character, and 
he thought it had been a great mistake 
to give so much in the early days. It 
was always easy to give an increase, but 
it was difficult to reduce an amount which 
had once been given. If the present three 
branches were absorbed in the Territorial 
Army they must make an attempt to 
start on a uniform basis. He hoped that 
in considering the new scheme hon. 
Members would not be actuated by 
sectional prejudices, and that they would 
recognise that if any real success was to 
be achieved the whole of the anoma- 
lies and inequalities must be removed. 
He hoped that either the county 
associations or the Army Council 
would see that a sufficient amount 
was paid to the Volunteers so that they 
would not suffer under the scheme during 
the time they were out training, and also 
that nothing would be done to discourage 
men from either joining or remain- 
ing in the foree. He only hoped 
that the scheme which had been 
produced by the right hon. Gentleman 
would not suffer the fate of its two 


predecessors. In its conception it was 
scientific, although many alterations 


might be made in its details, as he 
believed the Secretary for War himself 
would admit. It was for the House to 
sink all sectional and Party feeling and 
do their best to approach the subject in 
a patriotic spirit. If they did so they 
would set an example to those outside, 
and there would be a hope of seeing 
this session a scheme of Army reform 
which would be satisfactory to the 
Army and the nation as a whole. 


CoLONEL KENYON-SLANEY (Shrop- 
shire, Newport) said be was inclined to 
agree with the hon. Member for 
the Chippenham Division that, as 
regarded economy, the new scheme 
of the Secretary for War was not 
likely to be effective—in fact that it 
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would lead to increased expense. How- 
ever, he differed from the hon. Gentleman 
when he proposed that, in order to expend 
a greater amount of money on the Terri- 
torial force, they should cut down the 
expense on the Regular Army. He 
thought that was a most narrow view 
of the military necessities of the nation. 
He maintained that it was in proportion 
to our military fighting strength that our 
alliances would be valued by other 
countries. The value of our alliance 
would be based on _ the strength, 
not of our territorial forces, but of 
those whom we were able to equip 
and send abroad in case of war in 
which our allies might be engaged. If 
the right hon. Gentleman the Secretary 
for War looked at the real opinion of the 
Chancelleries of Europe he would find 
that they did not like to see a constant 
disposition on the part of Parliament to 
reduce our fighting force, and to rely on 
our Territorial Army, which was a selfish 
force only designed to protect the shores of 
these Islands, and not to take part with 
the armies of our allies against a common 
danger. The scheme now unfolded by 
the Secretary for War followed a regular 
sequence. The right hon. Gentleman 
was to provide a field force which was 
capable of immediate mobilisation for 
war, to the extent of 150,000 or 160,000, 
rather than 50,000 or 60,000 as at 
present. So far, so good. If the right 
hon. Gentleman carried that out no 
soldier would object ; but he thought the 
composition of that force was not satis- 
factory ; because the right hon. Gentle- 
man would have to rely upon so many 
thousands of Yeomanry to make up his 
cavalry divisions. If the Yeomanry were 
to be available for immediate mobilisation 
they must be efficient all the time. The hon. 
Member for the Chippenham Division had 
laid stress on the fact that the Territorial 
Army would supplement the field force ; 
but that was not what it was going to do. 
If the Territorial Army chose to supple- 
ment the Regular Army they might do 
so; but there was nothing in the Bill, so 
far as he understood, or in the principles 
on which the Territorial Army was to be 
raised, which made it necessary for 
it to supplement the Regular Force 
on mobilisation. There was to be 
no changes in the linked - battalion 
system, and the provision in regard to 
reserves would remain as now, except 
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that when the new system came into 
full operation, the Reserves would auto- 
matically be reduced, whereas they now 
stood at 115,000. 


*Mr. HALDANE said it would have 
no effect on the Reserves. 


CoLONEL KENYON-SLANEY | said 
that then there was to be no change in 
the linked-battalion system, no effect on 
the supply of reliefs, but the fighting 
force was to be reduced by 16,000, and 
a saving was to be made of £1,100,000 
in organisation. There was always a 
keen division in the House as to whether 
that was or was not a right thing to do. 
He maintained, as an old soldier, that 
the reduction of the fighting force was 
unwise, and would be dearly indeed 
bought by that reduction of £1,100,000. 
The right hon. Gentleman had also 
brought into being his third-battalion 
system, out of which he was going to 
create a special contingent enlisted on a 
non-Regular basis, but which was to be 
of great value when mobilisation occurred. 
But when the recruits for those third 
battalions first began to be trained they 
were only seventeen or seventeen and a 
half years of age. It was true that on 
mobilisation they were to be trained for 
six months, but even then many of them 
would be under eighteen years, and 
would be unable to bear arms in a foreign 
country except under the most difficult 
circumstances. That would be unwise, 
although he admitted that if time were 
given for their training they would be 
very valuable troops, and provide, very 
rapidly, drafts for the non-combative 
forces. The right hon. Gentleman had said 
that as the result of the institution of these 
third battalions they would secure on 
mobilisation 78,000 men, but in his opinion 
they could not look for more than 25,000 
or 30,000. Again, the changes that were 
going to be introduced in the field force 
were comparatively small, some in a 
satisfactory direction, and some not. It 
should be clearly understood that to set 
up a territorial force for the purpose of 
a:tual fighting would be practically useless 
unless it had had six months of continuous 
training after mobilisation, in addition 
to the previous short training. He also 
thought that the force could not be con- 
stituted to purpose unless there was a 
large measure of willingness on the part of 
the different units to forget, he would not 
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say the prejudices, but the various forms 
of regimental pride and esprit de corps on 
which all of them laid so much stress. Yeo. 
men, Militiamen, and Volunteers would 
have to forget and lay aside a good deal, 
and it was on the faith that they would 
all do that that the right hon. Gentle- 
man absolutely relied in regard to the 
constitution of his force. From the 
manner in which the right hon. Gentle- 
man had worked out his proposals, he saw 
difficulties in the way of his reconstituting 
the force. He hoped, however, that the 
right hon. Gentleman's expectations 
would be realised, and that that willing- 
ness might exist, so that the common 
fighting instincts of the country might 
be welded into one body, out of which a 
new fighting force might be created. 
But when it was created would it be 
reliable ? It could not be reliable unless 
it was properly trained. But the system 
of training differed, and there would be, 
he thought, some difficulty in maintain- 
ing the high level of some of the bat- 
talions to which hon. Members were so 
ready to refer. He wished to ask a 
question as to the relations of the county 
associations to this territorial force, not 
only in regard to its being a constitu- 
tional force but also in reference to its 
being a reliable force. He understood 
that the Army Council would say to a 
particular county : “ We have considered 
your resources and we call upon you for 
your quota of so much in cavalry and 
infantry ;” and that being laid down, the 
new county association was called into 
being in order to provide that quota. 
How was the Blankshire county associa- 
tion to proceed to furnish the clothing 
necessary for the recruits? The recruit- 
ing sergeants would have to act under 
their orders, and the county associations 
must be able to say: “ Yes, we can find 
you so many cavalry soldiers and so many 
infantry soldiers.” The force having 
been raised, it became the duty of 
the county associations to clothe the men 
and furnish them with uniforms, boots, 
and whatever equipment was necessary 
for their short training and also for their 
longer training when they were wanted. 
How was that to be done? Orders for 
boots, etc., would be given to the most 
prominent manufacturers in the county, 
and the result must be extravagance and 
want of similarity in equipment of the 
forces from different counties. That 
might not hurt when they were in their 
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own areas; but when they were brought 
together it was essential that the 
equipment should be identical in order 
tiat it might be supplied from the 
common stores of the Army or division. 
He saw considerable practical difficulty 
in regard to the equipment of the men 
being carried out on the basis of such an 
organisation as that suggested by the 
right hon, Gentleman. ‘Then the county 
association had to train the men in 
what he might call the ordinary organisa- 
tion ; they were to see to their rifle ranges 
and their rifle and cadet clubs; but he could 
not help thinking that in carrying out this 
work they would need not so much a 
county Army organisation as one clear- 
headed Army official who would weld 
all the forces into one line. When the 
county quota was equipped and trained, if 
it was sent out for fifteen days in bad 
weather its equipment would be destroyed. 
Was the county association to re-equip 
them? If so, were they to say to the 
House that they wanted so many thou- 
sinds of pounds for that service? Was 
the money then to be sent to the county 
association to be spent by them? If the 
right hon. Gentleman expected any 
economy from that system it seemed to 
him that he was very sanguine. He could 
quite understand that excellent work 
might be done by the county association 
inregard to soldiers’ families’ associations 
iu the county, and in finding employment 
for members of the force who had left it ; 
but he had great doubt whether they 
would be able to deal with the manning and 
equipment of corps in their own county. 
He would be glad to hear the right hon. 
Gentleman lay it down that it was 
absolutely essential to the scheme that the 
men of every quota must come up to the 
minimum training laid down by his 
regulations to which he hoped he would 
adhere unflinchingly, although he seemed 
rather to shadow forth the possibility of 
considerable powers of relaxation being 
given. If a power of relaxation were 
given there would undoubtedly be great 
pressure for it to be used, and whoever 
was responsible he did not think they 
should allow any relaxation from the very 
small amount of training provided 
for. It seemed to him that the 
right hon, Gentleman and his advisers 
had overlooked the great difference 
between a Volunteer force which 
found its home in a big town and one 
which found its home in a scattered rural 
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area, and he doubted very much whether 
the same scheme would work equally 
well in a big town and in regard to a 
Volunteer battalion recruited from a 
large rural area. He thought the right 
hon. Gentleman would have to recast 
some of his proposals in that regard. For 
instance, the clever young attorney might 
very comfortably do the work of the 
force in a town in which he had his being ; 
but he did not think he would be able to 
travel over a large area and visit each 
little town in which there was a group of 
Volunteers, and perform his duties with 
success. The right hon. Gentleman had 
also foreshadowed that there would be the 
lowest possible penalties for offences 
committed by members of the Territorial 
Army. He did not wish to be harsh, but 
surely the right hon. Gentleman would 
allow that, after having been trained as 
soldiers, they ought to be treated as 
soldiers, and that acts of insubordination 
ought not to be lightly passed over. 
If they were he would get very little 


value out of his Territorial Army. 
Then as to the special contingent 


he understood that no uniform length of 
service was laid down. That seemed to 
him to make the working of it a little 
difficult. 


*Mr. HALDANE said that regulations 
would be laid down. 


CotonEL KENYON-SLANEY said of 
course regulations would no doubt be laid 
down, but he thought he was not doing 
the right hon. Gentleman any injustice 
when he said that this territorial part of 
his scheme was a great experiment 
which might have results which could 
not be foreshadowed. While urging the 
right hon. Gentleman not to be too 
sanguine, he trusted that the country 
would enable him to carry out his 
scheme. 


Mason SEELY (Liverpool, Aber- 
cromby) said he had not intended to 
take part in the debate but was induced 
to do so by the remarks of his right hon. 
friend in order to point out that there 
was great danger in this or any other 
scheme unless they kept their eyes upon 
countries under the british flag over- 
sea. The point made by the right 
hon. and gallant Gentleman and by 
others was that it was useless to 





suppose that the force to be created in 
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the way suggested by the Secretary 
for War could be of any use for war. 
Some hon. Members qualified that state- 
ment by saying that it might be useless | 
unless it was of the proper War Office 
sealed pattern. The danger, he ventured 
to point out to hon. Gentleman opposite, | 
was that if their argument was carried to | 
its logical conclusion we shut. ourselves | 
out at one fell swoop from all chance of 
Imperial co-operation from the Colonies in | 
time of war. The Colonies would never 
be got to believe that the only troops fit | 
for war were the War Office sealed pattern | 
soldiers. The colonial was perfectly 
convinced that without the long training | 
he could he a very useful soldier, and that 
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who regarded this matter from that 
point of view, but he would ask the 
hon. and gallant Member to recollect that 
the late war was a very peculiar one, and 
was fought under exceptional conditions 
which enhanced the value of men who 
had not gone through such training as 
the British soldiers. He could not help 
thinking that where disciplined troops met 
disciplined troops some years of training, 
he would not say how many, would pro- 
vide troops of more value than the 
Colonial troops, brave and gallant as they 
undoubtedly were, who had not had that 
training. The right hon. Gentleman, 
after more than a year’s consideration, 


| had introduced a large scheme of military 


was only reasonable when one reflected | 


on the conduct of the Canadian and 
Victorian Forces in the late war. They 
had not been under training six months. 


reform. He did not find fault with the 


| time the right hon. Gentleman had taken 


And to carry the argument further, he | 


might point out that it was Lord Selborne 


who, to his great credit, pointed out that | 


when the history of the war came to be 


written it would not be the achievements | 


of the British soldier that would create 
such admirat on, it wonld be the achieve- 
ments of the Boers. They were now. 
our fellow subjects, and we might nave | 
to rely on them greatly in the 
future. Those men had not had seven 
years training. Their organisation was 


of the loosest, but their work was | 
of the highest. If he intervened now 


it was to warn those who took too high a 
martinet view of the soldier. If they 
insisted upon it in the future they would 
cut themselves off from all colonial help ; 


and when they reflected that Australia | 


was reorganising her forces, that Canada 
had reorganised hers and was going 
to organise still further, that the 
whole of South Africa was concerning 
herself with this problem also, and 
that the Colonial Conference was going 
to discuss the question, they would 
be wise, while appealing for unity, not 
to lose sight of the fact that we hoped 
to find unity among all the forces of the 
Crown both here and over seas. 
LOCKWOOD 


COLONEL (Essex, 


Epping) said the hon. and gallant Mem- | 


ber for the Abercromby Division had 
warned the House that many of those 
who had served as officers in His Majesty’s 
Army were too prone to take a high 


to produce the scheme, because both the 
right hon, Gentleman and himself were 
old enough to have seen the fate which 
inet immature proposals. .He found fault 
with the fact that the House was expected 
to criticise the measure in such a short 
space of time. He was grateful for the 
fact that there was to be no _ legisla- 
tion by reference. That at all events 
would enable the House to come to a con- 
clusion in a shorter time, but even then 
the period given to the House was not 
sufficient to enable it to make any real 
comprehensive criticism of the measure. 
Why should the right hon. Gentleman 
expect the House of Commons to criticise 
this measure, which was supposed to 
he the dernier cri of Army  orgnisa- 
tion, in the course of a few hours! 
Surely the military defence of the 
country was a question which should 
occupy some time, and he well thought 


out. The criticisms of the Bill, with 
two exceptions, contained the same 
fault. With the exception of the 


criticisms of the right hon. Baronet the 
Member for the Forest of Dean, whose 
marvellous destructive powers of criti- 
cism and encyclopedic knowledge excited 
admiration, and placed him above criti- 
cism, and of his right hon. friend the 
Leader of the Opposition, there was too 


‘much ego in the criticisms levelled at the 


contained the bacillus _ of 
individual opinion cultivated in_ the 
gelatine of the particular Member's 
(own peculiar ideas. The ego coccus 
| was present everywhere. Each criti¢ 
found fault with any particular where 


Bill. All 


martinet view of the War Office sealed | he disagreed and praised the right hon. 


pattern soldier. 
Major Seel y- 


He was not one of these | Gentleman on those points which were 





548 


that 
: the 
; that 
, and 
itions 
who 
ig as 
help 
Ss met 
ning, 
pro- 
the 
they 
that 
man, 
ition, 
itary 
h the 
aken 
1 the 
were 
rhich 
fault 
ected 
short 
’ the 
visla- 
vents 
con- 
then 
; not 
real 
sure, 
‘man 
hicise 
1 to 
nisa- 
urs ! 
the 
ould 
ught 
with 
-ame 
the 
the 
hose 
criti- 
cited 
criti- 
the 

3 too 
t the 
of 
the 
her's 
CCuUs 
-riti¢ 
here 
hon. 
were 





549 Territorial and 


{4 Marcn 1907} 


Reserve Forces Bill, 550 


in accordance with his individual views. | been connected with the Yeomanry for 


If the speaker were a good Party man he 
agreed all round, and he (Colonel Lock- 
wood) congratulated the right hon. 
Gentleman on having many good Party 
men on his side of the House. Would 
the right hon. Gentleman for a moment 
sink the ego and ask himself if he 
was sure he would obtain the consent of 
the predominant partner—the nation— 
to his scheme? He ventured to say 
that unless the right hon. Gentlemah 
got, not the mere acceptance, but the 
enthusiasm of the nation with him 
the scheme must fall dead. It would 
be sterile and would join the limbo 
of the other schemes that had gone 
before. The right hon. Gentleman had 
said that it was the best scheme he could 
work out: would the nation’s enthusiasm 
help him to work it out ? He was sorry 
to hear the right hon. Gentleman say 
they had no desire to encourage the 
military spirit. Was that a “bit of 
sugar for the bird?” We had been called 
a ‘nation of shopkeepers,” but he could 
not see that there was anything antago- 
nistic to that in encouraging a military 
spirit to protect ourselves. Had it not 
been said “the strong man armed kept 
his house and goods safe,” or words to 
that effect? We did not want to show 
any bravado, but we did want to keep 
what we had got. He knew there were 
Members of the House who were 
opposed to him and those who thought 
with him. He respected their opinion ; 
but as he quite disagreed with them, he 
did not appeal to them. He only 
appealed to those who believed in the 
necessity for an army at all. He would 
draw attention to an article by the Prime 





Minister which was lately published. | 


The cold reception the French people | 


had given it showed how aware they 
were, as a practical nation, of the neces- 
sity of their being able to protect them- 
selves. The right hon. Gentleman’s new 
Army Council seemed to him to be a sort of 
new army county council, and he was 
certainly alarmed at the amount of work 
the right hon. Gentleman proposed to 
put upon it. The lord-lieutenant of the 
county was to be the head of it. He 
presumed that gentleman was to be more 
ornamental than anything else. Up to 
the present the lords-lieutenant had been 
political appointments, and though in 
Essex they had been particularly fortu- 
nate in having a lord-leutenant who had | 








some three years, he could not help 
thinking that in other counties there 
were aged estimable gentlemen who, 
however ornamental they might be, 
would be strangely out of place in a 
military line. He would like also to 
know later on if the secretaries of these 
organisations were to be paid. 


*Mr. HALDANE: Yes. 


CotoneL LOCKWOOD said he was 
glad to hear that, because that got rid 
of one of his great objections, which was 
doing anything for nothing. There was 
no doubt that the work would be very 
great. He had been a Member of the 
House for some years, and he was per- 
fectly certain that Members of the House 
of Commons would be asked to serve. 
But how could they find the time to do 
it? How were the best men in the 
country, the most busy men, to find time 
to devote to such a large amount of work 
as the right hon. Gentleman proposed to 
put upon them? Then there was the 
eternal question of money. He regretted 
to understand that there was to be an 
appeal for funds. He could foresee per- 
fectly well that the lord-lieutenant would 
be expected to put down a good round 
sum, and Members of Parliament would 
be told, regardless of Party, to show 
their patriotism and their readiness to 
assist in furthering the scheme brought 
forward on the other side of the House 
by giving subscriptions. That he objected 
to very strongly indeed. The subscrip- 
tions paid by Members of Parliament 
were already sufticiently large, and he 
viewed with alarm any increase in that 
direction. Honestly, he very much 
doubted whether it was the right line to 
proceed upon. He was sorry that the 
right hon. Gentleman had touched very 
lightly on one point of importance, 
namely, the attitude of employers to- 
wards the men who served as Volunteers. 
Certainly the right hon. Gentleman said 
he had received most excellent communica- 
tions from various large shipping em- 
ployers, and one or two other big employers 
in the Kingdom ; but he had hoped to hear 
a little more than that, because he 
believed that point was most vital to the 
question of Volunteers and. Yeomanry 
getting leave to serve in camps. He 
understood from the right hon. Gentle- 
man that there was a certain amount of 
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discipline in camp which he looked upon 
as absolutely necessary. He understood, 
also, that there was to be fifteen days 
training, which might be shortened in 
certain cases to eight days, and that a 
certain amount of training was obligatory. 
But unless they were to have co-opera- 
tion on the part of the employers of 
labour, he very much feared that the 
conditions would be found to press 
heavily on a great number of men. <As 
to the money given to Volunteer officers, 
it was not their outfit alone, but their 
annual expenses which were heavy, and 
he did not see how they were going 
to be assisted in that respect. Another 
question he would like to ask. There 
was to be equality between the Volun- 
teers and the Militia. If the Volunteers 
were to be treated exactly on all fours 
with the Militia, and to be recruited 
exactly in the same way, though they 


were recruited from very different classes, | 


he anticipated that there would be very 
considerable difficulty. Then there was 
the question of rifle ranges, though that 
was not in the Bill; he supposed that 
would be left to the county associations. 
It was a biggish job to deal with, and 
would give a considerable amount of 
trouble. He supposed that the much 
attacked landlords—those ‘scoundrelly 
Jandlords”—-would be asked to show 
their patriotism by letting them have 
land at a cheap rate. He had made con- 
siderable inquiries as to how the scheme 
would be received. Some of the replies 
he had got were favourable, but a great 
many were not favourable. He would 
read one which was typical, from an 
officer of the Yeomanry— 

“Tam afraid that the proposed reduction of 
pay would upset your troops. I have been in 
conversation with a great many of them, and 
they say that they will not take on for another 
four years, having to give three months notice 
in writing, and pay a fine of £5. Then worse 
is the reduction of pay. You have about 
twenty members whose time expires between 
now and the training, and if the scheme 
comes into force I am afsaid they will not take 
on. 


Unless the right bon. Gentleman sue- 
ceeded in getting an unusual response to 
his scheme, not only in strength but also 
in enthusiasm, that scheme must decidedly 
and absolutely fail. He supposed the 
right hon. Gentleman had done his best 
to consult those of the Volunteers and 
Militia who were likely to afford him assis- 
tance; but as far as his own inquiries 
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went he had not found any real enthusiasm 
in favour of the scheme. 


*Mr. ACLAND (Yorkshire, Richmond) 
said the elementary point which interested 
hon. Members on the Ministerial side was 
whether the scheme was more or less likely 
to drift, if adopted, to conscription. He 
would like to look at it from the point of 
view of a private of Volunteers, now a 
junior Volunteer officer. The point had 
been raised that the scheme was a short 
and easy step to compulsory service. He 
thought he might say fairly that there 
were three methods hy which this country 
could be defended. The first was wholly by 
the Regular Forces, independent of the 
people, and paying for all they wanted— 
the scheme towards which the _ Jate 
Government were inclined. The second 
was the adoption of compulsory service in 
one form or another ; in which case they 
would avoid perhaps a very great ex- 
|pense. The third was a small, but very 
efficient, Regular Force, well paid, and 
| backed by a Volunteer Yorce properly 
| organised. That would not be so expen- 
sive. The right hon. Gentleman in 
| putting his proposals before the House 
|had apparently tried to adopt the 
third course, which could not be said 
to be in the direction of the alter- 
jnative of conscription, but, in the 
opinion of many of them, would he 
{found to go very much in the contrary 

direction. He thought they had gone 
far enough to be able to see that the 
| scheme, to a certain extent, at all events, 
was not likely to fail or bring us nearer 
to the system of conscription, but that it 
|was likely to succeed and take us much 
further away from the possibility of con- 
scription than we were at the present 
moment. For, firstly, he was struck 
by the fact that there was a good deal of 
encouragement of the scheme from all 
sides of the House. It was a splendid 
thing on the part of the right hon. 
Gentleman the Member for Dover that 
he should have said that in spite of the 
quarter from which the scheme had come 
he would do his best, so far as he could 
agree with parts of it, to help it forward 
_and give it a good chance of success. It 
| was also in favour of the scheme that it 
| would help to get rid of the distrust 
‘that had been so marked in some quat- 
ters between the Volunteer Army and the 

Regular Army. In the past the Regular 
| officers had looked to the Volunteer Army 
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for drafts, and primarily it was as a draft 
producer that the Home force hid been 
regarded. Now the Regulars would be able 
ty get what they wanted without interfer- 
ing with the Voluntesrs, and the 
Volunteers wo ald be able t organise those 
things which they could tackle most 
successfully, namely, hom3 defence and 
expansion without being called upon 
t) furnish drafts as well. There was 
aiother thing which made for the 
success of the scheme which officers 
hid been looking forward to for years, 
aid that was that in future their 
arrangements would b> based upon 
detinite principles of organisation. In 
the past there had been a great deal 
that was haphazard in the raising of 
the Volunteer forces. Some patriotic 
min intevested in a particular arm would 
ofer to raise artillery in some inland 
town, and then he would be told by 
the War Office that his offer would be 
accepted, but that they could only pro- 
vide him with some coast defence guns. 
The result had been that coast defence 
artillery had been allowed to’spring up 
ialand, and they had never endeavoured 
to see that each locality should provide 
what would be required in any great 
emergency. When those interested in 
the Auxiliary Forces realised that some- 
body really cared for the work they were 
doing, their efforts would be very much 
more encouraged, and people would be 
more likely to come forward and assist 


the nation when they realised the new | 


spirit. He thought the brigade organisa- 
tion would be a great help. He could 
not resist the temptation of giving a 
very simple instance in regard to the 


corps to which he belonged, namely, the | 


London Volunteer Corps of the Civil | 
Service Rifles. In that corps they would 
naturally expect perfect simplicity ; but, 
as a matter of fact, there were three 
different and distinct organisations. In 
the first place they were a rifle battalion, | 
and they had to apply to the Rifle 
Brigade if they wanted to know whether 
they had to slope or trail arms when they | 
passed Buckingham Palace. In the second 
place, for another purpose they. were 
under one of the colonels of the Guards, 
who inspected them once a year in Hyde 
Park ; and, in the third place, they came 
under another organisation when they | 
went to camp, which was quite different | 
from the other two, and under which | 
they had learned to salute very well | 
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coming in and out of camp. In regard 
to other matters they had been left very 
much to their own devices. That was a 
kind of thing which ought not to exist, 
and in future, under the new scheme, 
they would work under a system of 
organisation which anybody could under- 
stand. They would feel that they were 
more fully organised, and that the nation 
was thinking about them much more 
seriously. With regard to the criticisms 
which had been made upon the likely 
demands of the Army Council, he was 
not afraid of the severity of those 
demands, because the area in which the 
division was to be built up was 
not the county area, but the area 
of the Grouped Regimental District. 
Presumably the demands would not 
be made until after the associations 
had been formed, and until they had had 
time to look round to see what forces 
each county could reasonably be expected 
to provide. Then the Divisional General 
would come down and make his final 
arrangements. But these would be done 
in close consultation with the associations. 
The War Office had done its best to 
administer the Volunteers under a single 
system which was not very elastic. 
Under the new scheme of decentralisation 
the training would be done under the 
guidance of the Divisional General who 
would be given a free hand. Those 
Divisional Generals would be able to 
study and find out what each battalion 
could and could not do, and under this 
system there was much more hope of 
local peculiarities being appreciated, and 
local possibilities would be used to the 
best advantage. He was glad that in 
future Volunteers were to be much more 
on their own basis than they had been in 
the past, and they were to have a much 
chance of making themselves 
efficient. It had been said that the 
scheme appeared to allow too many 
Regular officers to be connected with the 
Home Army. On the other hand it had 
been said that there were too few officers, 
that the adjutants were going to be 
withdrawn, and that the connection with 
the Regulars would be too weak. The 
reason was that it was considered at 
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‘the War Office that the Home Force, 
although trained by Regulars, should not 


be commanded by Regulars any more 
than was absolutely necessary. They 
wanted to institute a system of training 
which would not only train existing 
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battalions or new battalions, but under 
which those responsible for the training 
would remain in the country in order 
to train those who would be called 
upon to replace any battalion which 
had gone off to a foreign country. 
If a battalion left the country with its 
adjutant and permanent staff there would 
not be a single person left behind to train 
the men who might be willing to take 
the place of those who had gone abroad. 
Under the new scheme they were imitat- 
ing somewhat the Swiss army system, 
under which there was a number of 
regular professional soldiers as the train- 
ing staff external to the composition of the 
unit, and they remained behind when the 
units took the field. He believed that 
the system of Volunteer battalions being 
trained by Regulars, and yet not having 
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the whole he thought the conditions 
laid down were such as the home force, 
as a whole, would be very willing to 
accept. The county associations did not 
need to be all set up at once, and there 
would be plenty of time for giving the 
new organisation the fullest consideration, 
He thought it would help the House in 
forming a judgment on the scheme that 
it had been made clear that the require. 
ment of six months training would only 
take place in case of emergency and the 
hour of trial such as would necessitate or 
justify the calling out of the Volunteers 
at the present time. ‘There could be no 
object in training the Volunteers and dis. 
locating the industry of the country 
unless there was a real emergency which 
would justify their being called out. 
As to the three months notice and the 


within them a Regular officer as adjutant, | fine of £5, he thought that there again 


had many advantages. In many battalions 
he was certain that a Volunteer adjutant 
would get more hard work out of his 
officers, because he would be better ac- 
quainted with the way in which they 
were accustomed to avoid hard work than 
a Regular officer would be. Then, again, 
the Volunteers were jealous of the 
Regulars and wished to have as little 
connection with them as possible. It 
had been said that Volunteer officers 
desired at once to be put into the higher 
commands, and that the less Regular 
ofticers had to do with the Home 
Army the better. They could not 
have two principles of training in the 
Army ; they must train both Home and 
professional armies on the same prin- 
ciples. They must apply the science of 
war alike to the two Armies. He admitted 
that they had not got in the Volunteer 
force many people fitted for the higher 
command, but he believed that when 
Volunteer officers in the Home Army had 
fitted themselves for those higher com- 
mands they would be appointed to them. 
There would be no possibilty cf their 
reaching a high state of efficiency 
unless they welcomed the training which 
the Regulars would bring to them, 
and unless they showed the clearest 
possible desire to acquire the knowledge 
the Regulars possessed and applied it to 
their own force. The new Army scheme 
meant that they would have a Home 
Army not bossed, but guided and trained, 
by Regulars, and that gave them some 
real hope for military efficiency in the 
future as well as willing service. On 


~ Mr. Acland. 





their fears had been relieved by the 
dec'aration that it was only meant to do 
what an ordinary efficient battalion did 


‘at present, namely, to set up a definite 
_ bar against the man who wanted to throw 
over the service for no sufficient reason at 


all. He thought there would be some 
difficulty in handing over absolutely to 
commanding officers the enforcing of the 
penalties. Commanding otficers would be 
glad to be relieved from that invidious 
duty, and his own opinion was that it 
should be done in some more impersonal 
way, say by the county association. 
There was another criticism which he 
believed had more weight. It seemed to 
be intended in time of emergency when 
it was necessary to embody the home 
force to rely upon what was a_ very 
practical form of compulsion, namely, 
that of saying to a man, “ Either you go 
abroad or else you are not fit to be a 
citizen of the country.” Volunteers ob- 
jected to being faced with that alterna- 
tive. They did not want to go abroad on 
account of home ties, and yet they did not 
like to be placed in a position where their 
action might be considered little short of 
cowardice. They might not find that in 
that matter a hard and fast line was to be 
laid down. He hoped it would always be 
possible to return to the system of what 
were called “ special service contingents” 
—men in each battalion who from year 
to year undertook to go abroad if an 
emergency arose during the year, so that 
the War Office would always know upon 
what men they could rely. There was a 
great deal to le said for that proposal. 
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It had often been discussed by Volunteer 
officers and approved by them. There 
were several good grounds for believ- 
ing that the new scheme, so far as they 
knew it, possessed all the elements of suc- 
cess. It had received a very warm wel- 
come from many Members, it would make 
it much more possible for the Field and the 
Home Armies to be on good terms with one 
another, it would put the Volunteers on a 
better basis from which they could work 
out their own salvation, and the conditions 
of service were such as would not make 
any patriotic man hesitate when it came 
to a question of whetber he would trans- 
fer his services. It was said that the 
scheme must inevitably mean much 
greater expense. No doubtit would be an 
expensive business to havea Home Army 
such as was aimed at, but he believed 
that in the long run it was only by having 
a strong and organised home Army that 
we could hope for anything like reason 
able proportion in the matter of expendi- 
ture. There were some who supposed 
that it was always the wish of a Liberal 


Government to check expenditure 
by decreasing the Army. But a 
Liberal Government would not be 


always in office. If they came to days 
when there was no desire to check 
expenditure and if the Home Army was 
still in an unorganised condition, it 
appeared to him that nothing would _pre- 
vent expenditure leaping upwards again. 
He hoped and believed that both Parties 
would adopt the policy of having a small 
and efficient Home Army backed up by a 
really efficient Regular Army. If the 
Home Army could not be organised there 
was the certainty of an enormous increase 
in expenditure some day. On the other 
hand, if it could be organised, there was 
the hope that both parties wouldco-operate 
in keeping expenditure within fairly mod- 
erate limits. He was surprised to hear 
the hon. Member for Merthyr Tydvil 
say that in his opinion the creation of the 
proposed Army was a gigantic menace to 
peace. If the hon. Member referred to 
the field force, surely if we had to 
maintain a large number of men, it was 
infinitely better that they should be 
properly organised so that they could go 
abroad as complete divisions, and as parts 
of a scientific organisation ; but if he re- 
ferred to the proposals in connection with 
the home force, his opinion was that the 
truth would be found to be entirely con- 
trary to what the hon. Member had said. 
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Tie scheme was not a menace to peace at 
all. The only really weighty criticism of 
the scheme by military men was: “It 
is all very well, but there is this bad 
thing about it—we shall have to think 
very much more than we have done in 
the past as to whether the nation will be 
behind us in any war which may be com- 
ing off.” He believed that the greatest 
guarantee for pgace under the scheme 
was the thought that the nation would be 
behind them. Given a proper spirit of 
patriotism the scheme would bring with 
it, not only efficiency and economy, but 
areal guarantee for the maintenance of 
peace and good will among the nations of 
the world. 


*Viscount HELMSLEY (Yorkshire, 
N.R., Thirsk) said the hon. Member for 
the Richmond division had sung a pean of 
praise on the scheme. It reminded him 
of the admiration with which Conan 
Doyle’s Brigadier Gerard regarded his 
beloved master Napoleon. He thought 
the most hostile would be grateful for a 
good many parts of the scheme.  Cer- 
tainly there was no Auxiliary officer who 
would not welcome the scheme for the 
organisation of the Auxiliary Forces. A 
great many of them had always felt that 
what the Auxiliary Forces lacked was 
some sort of organisation whereby if they 
were called out they might really be 
effective. The right hon. Gentleman had 
claimed that in all the discussions on the 
Army he had been thorough, and that he 
had gone into every question connected 
with the Army with the one object of find- 
ing out whether each particular branch of 
the Army justified its existence. And yet 
he thought he detected in the scheme of 
the right hon. Gentleman something in 
which he had not been quite so thorough 
as perhaps one might have been led to 
expect. That was as to the question of 
the third battalions and their relationship 
to the existing Militia. It seem to him 
that the right hon. Gentleman had 
decapitated the Militia altogether. He 
had taken away the cadres and the officers} 
He asked the right hon. Gentleman 
what his object was in doing away with 
the Militia and turning them into third 
battalions? What was the object of 
keeping the Militia cadres up as part of 
the territorial force? He could under- 
stand his doing it as a matter of 
sentiment, but he could not understand 
why the right hon. Gentleman split the 
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Militia into two parts, making one part 
useful, and keeping the other merely as 
ornamental. He felt almost inclined to 
say that the right hon. Gentleman’s 
action in this respect was a hindrance to 
the other parts of the Territorial Army. 
They must remember that there would 
be three branches of the Territorial Army. 
If there was to be that passion for uni- 
formity in the Territorial Army which 
apparently exis ed at the War Office 
there would be a tendency to undue com- 
petition in the different branches, and a 
difficulty of obtaining recruits for each. 
As to the branch of the Service with which 
he was more immediately connected—the 
Yeomanry—he associated himself very 
thoroughly with the remarks of the right 
hon. Member for South Dublin, who 
had put the case very concisely. The 
Yeomanry resented the proposed changes 
in the corps, and although he admitted 
that they would do their best to carry 
them through, at the same%time he asked 
why they could not be left alone? The 
Yeomanry had gone through a great many 
changes in the last few years, both before 
and since the South African War; and 
he was justified in saying that the 
Yeomanry were now the most efficient 
branch of all the Auxiliary Forces, or of 
any force Regular or irregular serving 
under the Crown. That had not been 
attained without considerable difficulty. 
No doubt it had lately been difficult to 
find the men and to reconcile them to the 
increased amount of work and training 
expected from them ; and it was likewise 
difficult to reconcile the officers to the 
number of courses of instruction which 
they had to go through in order to be- 
come qualified. It was a pity that the 
right hon. Gentleman should propose to 
alter the whole conditions of the force 
and throw it into the confusion from 
which it had just emerged. As to the 
question of pay, he quite agreed that on 
active service all branches of the Auxiliary 
Service would have to be paid alike, but 
he did not see how that applied in time 
of peace, because the right hon. Gentle- 
man must remember that the men who 
formed the Yeomanry, the Volunteers, 
and the Militia were not all of the same 
calibre. Taking the average Yeomanry 
regiments, the men were drawn from a 
higher stratum than those of either the 
Volunteers or the Militia. He did not 


Viscount Helmsley. 
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think that the right hon. Gentleman would 
call the Yeomanry a luxurious corps ; but 
it was true that when they went out for 
their annual training they regarded it as 
a sort of holiday, and to use the popular 
phrase they did like ‘“‘ to do themselves 
well.” He did not think they would 
care to live on Army rations, and the 
result would be that they would supple- 
ment those rations out of their own 
pockets, and so be deprived of that 
little pocket money which they had 
derived from their training pay. The only 
alternative was that they would not be 
able to recruit the same class of men 
for the Yeomanry in future, and so would 
lose splendid material for keeping up 
the effective strength of the nation, and 
then the right hon. Gentleman would not 
have at his disposal the 300,000 for the 
Territorial Army on which he was reckon- 
ing. Then the right hon. Gentleman 
proposed to diminish the period of 
training for the Yeomanry. When that 
amounted to sixteen days officers could 
rely on the whole of their men turning 
out on parade except those who were 
sick or suffering from casualties. All 
the men should have an equal scale of 
instruction, but if some were only trained 
for a day here and there, or for eight 
days and others for sixteen days, the 
result would be that no troop or squadron 
or regiment would be complete, and the 
tendency would be to diminish rather 
than to increase their efficiency. He 
thought he descried in the speech of the 
right hon. Gentleman the other day a 
tendency not to induce the county 
associations to insist on a very long 
training. So far as he understood, the 
money was to be found by the county 
associations; that it was to be expended 
by them as they thought best; and that 
money saved was to be devoted to 
courses of lectures. 


*Mr. HALDANE said that that had 
nothing to do with the training. It 
was for the Commander-in-Chief to say 
what money should be devoted to giving 
courses of lectures. 


*Viscount HELMSLEY - said he 
gathered then that the county associa- 
tions would not control the courses of 
lectures. 











560 


ould 
; but 
t for 
it as 
ular 
lves 
ould 
the 
»ple- 
own 
that 
had 
only 
> be 
men 
ould 
up 
and 
not 
the 
<on- 
nan 

of 
that 
yuld 
ling 
vere 
All 
» of 
ned 
ght 
the 
ron 
the 
her 
He 
the 
nty 
ng 
the 
nty 
led 
hat 
to 


iad 

It 
sav 
ing 


he 
1a- 








561 Territorial and 


{4 Marcu 1907} 





Teésexve Forces Bill. 562 


*Mr. HALDANE said that the money| *Mr. HALDANE said that every regi- 


for the annual training would go to the! ment would furnish a troop. 


General Officer Commanding. 


*Viscount HELMSLEY said that in 
that event his objection would not have 
the effect anticipated ; but there would be 


all the same dual control of the financial | 
There would be a con- | 


arrangements. 
tingent fund: some things would have 


to be found by the county associations | 


and some by the commanding officer. 
Another point was whether the kind 
of training of the Yeomanry was to be 
altered under the right hon. Gentleman’s 
scheme. At present they were trained 
practically as mounted infantry—a name 
which was not very popular—and they 
were armed with long rifles and not 
with swords. Did the right hon. Gentle- 
man propose that the Yeomanry were 
henceforth to be trained as Regular 
cavalry and given again some arm2 
blanche as before the war? Again it 
would be a_ gigantic mistake that 
the adjutants of the Territorial Army 
should be drawn from that Army and 


not as hitherto from the Regular 
Army itself. It was an advantage 
to have adjutants from the Regular 


Army, changed every three years, who 
would bring fresh advice to the com- 
manding officer, the other officers, and 
the men, as to the latest theories of 
cavalry tactics. That was the only 
way to keep the Auxiliary regiments up 
to the proper up-to-date pitch. Adju- 
tants drawn solely from the Auxiliary 
Forces would continue in office for 
many years, with the result that the 
regiments would become “ stick-in-the 
mud regiments.” He hoped that that 
point would have the serious atten- 
tion of the right hon. Gentleman. It 
struck him that the special squadron 


*Viscount HELMSLEY said that might 
be so, but he did not understand that it 
would be a cohesive body. The troops 
would not have any touch as the Yeomanry 
troops had at present with their officers, 
but they would be gathered together in a 
haphazard manner, and he thought it 
would be quite impossible for them pro- 
perly to take part in the annual training 
if a portion of the force was pledged to 
go abroad with the first expeditionary 
force while other portions were not. He 
would not like to command a regiment 
if it were pointed out that one portion 


_was for active service, and the other only 


which the right hon. Gentleman pro- | 


posed to set up would be of a very com- 
posite character and would not have 
sufficient efficiency to be sent out in the 
first line of 160,000 men. 


That squadron | 


would consist of scattered individuals | 


drawn from different troops and regi- 


for play. He thought such a condition 
of things would cause considerable heart- 
burning, and in his opinion that part of 
the scheme woull require serious re- 
consideration. H2 did not know wne' her 
the horse supply for the annual training 
was to be found by the county associa- 
tion, but he hoped that if economies were 
to be effected it would be in the direction 
of the horse supply. He had always 
been of opinion that the £5 horse allow- 
ance was far too much, and he would 
rather see that amount reduced and 
increased pay given than leave the 
matter as the right hon. Gentleman 
suggested it should be left. There 
could be no doubt that in the same year 
in the past the Government had paid 
£15 or £20 for the same horse, which had 
passed from one training to another. He 
hoped that in fu'ure the right hon. 
Gentleman would see that the horse was a 
bona fide animal. The sum of £5 was, 
as he had said, too much, especially in 
the case of hired animals. If the horse 
was the trooper’s property, the matter 
might be different, but if the horse was 
hired from a dealer the result of the 
present system was that the dealer 
charged £5 for a horse which under other 
circumstances could be hired for £2. 
He hoped the scheme of the right hon. 
Gentleman would be successful if passed, 
although he had some doubt as to its 


ments, and until they were assembled | details. He supported it, however, to a 
they would never see the officers, com-| certain extent, but upon grounds some- 


missioned and non-commissioned, under 
whom they would have to serve when 
in the field. 
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what different from those advanced by 
some hon. Members, especially those below 
the Gangway. He thought it would 
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tend to increase the military spirit, and 
he agreed with his hon. friend the Member 
for Essex that they ought not to be 
ashamed of the military spirit, but ought 
to do everything to increase their effi- 
ciency. Instead of a scheme of earth-works 
for protecting the country against compu!- 
sion he believed the earth-works would 
prove to be the foundation of the com- 
pulsory edifice, as he did not think that 
we should ever have a _ satisfactory 
Army until the country recognised that 
it was the duty of every man, if not to 
serve compulsorily, to be compulsorily 
trained. He thought in years to come, 
possibly when a Conservative Govern- 
ment was in office, some system of compul- 
sory training would have to be adopted, 
in order to provide an Army large enough 
for the* purpose of policing our great 
Empire. 


Mr. VERNEY (Buckinghamshire, N.) 
remarked that a great deal had been said 
in the course of the debate about the 
patriotism upon which we could count, 
and he thought that we might count 
upon a great deal. He could remember 
the first enrolment in a popular sense 
of the Volunteer Force. He joined that 
force as a schoolboy, and he still remem- 
bered the wave of patriotism which swept 
over the country when it was thought 
necessary to create i*. He did not 
think there would in ‘ime of emergency 
be any difficulty whatever. The diffi- 
culty was not that there was _ not 
plenty of patriotism in the country but 
to keep up the interest in the Reserve 
Forces in times of peace. There was, he 
was glad to say, a tendency in the Army 
in these day for the men to become 
skilled men and for the Army to become 
a learned profession, and there should be 
no force in which a man should be better 
trained than in the Yeomanry. He was 
quite sure that officers would agree that 
the time they had spent at Aldershot in 
learning their profession in the cavalry 
school was very well spent. The ten- 
dency of the Army to become a learned pro- 
fession was growing year by year, and there- 
fore, it was important to connect the educa- 
tion of the country with the Army and to 
devise some scheme so that not only the 
officers but every man who joined the force 
would feel that he was not cut off from 

the trade that he had previously followed. 


}isccunt Helmsley. 
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He believed the time would come when 
every barrack would be connected with 
a polytechnic so that the men might 
continue in their spare hours the practice 
of the trade to which they belonged. He 
thought that that would be the best way 
of increasing the popularity of the Army. 
He was sure that no one would appeal 
to the right hon. Gentleman on the 
subject of education without getting a 
warm response. In addition to the 
increased popularity which would be 
gained for the Army by offering these 
men the opportunity in their spare 
time of fitting themselves to continue their 
civil employment when they left the 
Service, they would not be lost for want 
of work, but would be capable of return- 
ing with increased skill to that which 
they had previously practised. He 
hoped that the time would come when 
by means of polytechnics every officer 
and private in the Army would have 
the opportunity of taking up some 
branch of education which would be 
of advantage to him in after life. 
The old fashioned idea of the Army 
being a nice profession for rich men 
pleasantly to occupy their attention 
with for a few years was fast dis- 
appearing. He hoped they would soon 
see it much more a profession than at the 
present time, a profession which would 
afford far greater opportunities for the 
men engaged in it. 


*Mr. GIBBS (Bristol, W.) thought 
that the hon. and gallant Member for 
the Abercromby Division had been 
rather hard on hon. Members on that 
side of the House, for what they had said 
was, not that Volunteers could never 
compete with Regular troops, but that 
they could never compete on the same 
terms. He certainly agreed with his 
hon. and gallant friend as to the 
excellent work done by the Canadian 
forces in the late South African war. 
No praise was too high for them, but still 
he did not believe that any Volunteer 
force, Home or Colonial, could compete, 
taking one country with another, With 
Regular forces. Every one recognised the 
great work which had been put into 
the scheme by the right hon. Gentleman. 
Although the scheme had not so much to 
do with the Army as with the voluntary 
forces he regretted that there was to be a 
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further reduction in the Regular forces. 
Any further reduction would be a 
mistake when our Imperial interests 
were considered. They all desired peace, 
and those who had seen anything of 
active service were the first to wish that 
war would cease to exist. In men of 
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British blood there was a hatred of any- | 
thing approaching compulsion, and for | 


that reason the people of this country 
would never submit to conscription. 


men must be willing to join the voluntary 


forces, and serve their country in that | 


way, and thus preserve the peace of the 
world, 
to take the place of conscription all classes 
must unite and do their best to make 
that system a success. 


right hon. Gentleman had had assurances 
from some employers ‘hat they would 


heartily co-operate with him by getting | 


their men to volunteer, and by allowing 
them to go into camp. 
hoped that all employers would follow so 
excellent an example. The right hon. 


(rentleman’s proposals with regard to the | 
Militia were certainly drastic and would | 
result in the disappearance of the Militia. | 


The Militia had done good work in the 
past and had a glorious history, and the 
present battalions were a great credit to 
the national Army. He would have 


thought, therefore, that every device | 


would have been resorted to before the 
right hon. Gentleman 
scheme which did not remedy the un- 
satisfactory condition that the Militia 
battalions 


were now in, but ex- 
tinguished the force altogether. As a 


member of the Yeomanry force, he 
regretted to see the reduction which | 
had been made in the pay. Many | 
of the Yeomanry, particularly those | 
recruited in the towns, had, when they | 
were engaged in business, very often to | 
find and pay a substitute to take their | 
place while they were out at their annual | 
training. Up to the present the pay | 
had been sufficient to enable them to do | 
that, but the 1s. 2d.a day it was now | 
proposed to give would not be sufficient | 
to pay a substitute, and a man would 
have to supplement it considerably 





But | 


if we were not to have conscription, all | 


If the voluntary system was going | 


The House was | 
delighted to hear, therefore, that the | 


It was to be| 


brought in a! 


it 1907} Reserve Forces Bill. 
| were made they would not get the 
| same class of men as joined at present, 
|and the authorities would have to 
| spend a much larger amount in teaching 
| them to ride, because a man who 
| 
| 
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could not hold his rifle when mounted 
was of no use as a mounted soldier. 
Too much stress could not be laid upon 
that. He agreed that £5 was too large 
| an allowance to make for a horse, and in 
his opinion that allowance should not 
be made to the men at all. He thought 
it would be better to allow the colonel a 
| sufficient sum with which to provide 
/horses for the regiment, both where 


the men owned their horses and 
|where horses had to be provided. 
|If that were done it would enable 


the colonel to see that a good stamp 


of horse was obtained. He did not 
agree with much that had _ been 
jsaid of the class of adjutants that 


should be provided for the Yeomanry. 
|The drawing of adjutants from some 
other source would release sixty officers 
| to go back to the cavalry, which would be 
'an excellent thing, having regard to 
the paucity of officers in that arm of 


the service. He suggested that the 
right hon. Gentleman should obtain 


'adjutants from the ranks of those who 
'up to a few years ago were cavalry offi- 
‘cers. Many of the retired cavalry 
| officers who had settled down in the 
country would be only too willing 
take up the duties of adjutant 
and go out for a nine months course 
of instruction. Such an arrangement 
would get rid of the objection raised 
as to the civilian element, because in 


| to 


isuch a case they would have men who 


had had five*orfsix years service in a 
cavalry regiment; men who knew how 
a regiment should be carried on, and who 
would only have to rub up their know- 
ledge of cavalry drill. In conclusion, he 
would only say, as a Yeomanry officer, 
if the scheme became law he would do 
his best to make it a success. 


Lorp J. JOICEY-CECIL (Lincoln- 
shire, Stamford) said that with the excep 
tion of that of his hon. friend below hir, 
the criticisms upon the Bill had resolved 
themselves into a duel between Yeo- 





from his own pocket in order to go out | manry and Volunteer officers, who vied 
for his annual training. He thought if| one with another in their prayers to the 
that and the other changes foreshadowed | right hon. Gentleman to leave them 
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alone. He did not quite understand 
what was to be the position of the Militia 
in the future. Up to now they had been 
short of officers and men, but that 
was partly due to the 12,000 a year 
recruited from their number for the 
Army. They had now only the men who 
had been with them fora great many 
years. The right hon. Gentleman was 
going to make third battalions, and he 
supposed that when the Bill passed, 
the Militia battalions would be asked 
to send their young men into the third 
battalions. The old men would be kept 
in the Militia battalions, and they would 
not be allowed to recruit. Of course 
as the old men died off, the Militia batta- 
lions would become weaker and even- 
tially disappear altogether. 
whole defence of the country was to be 
left to Volunteers. 
in a Volunteer corps, but he had had 
to do with them once or twice. They 
had very little idea of discipline, whereas 
the Militia, though they might be few 
in numbers, were, there could be no doubt 
about it, a disciplined force. He felt 
it very hard that that old force should be 
swept away, simply because the Volun- 
teers happened at the present time to 
be a more popular force, and more able 
to get recruits. 


reinforcement, they must have men of 
some discipline, men who could do what 
they were told, and not do as they 
pleased, as was the case with the Volun- 
teers now. As regarded the men passing 
from the third battalions to the line regi- 
ments, he took it that they would never 
see the battalion on parade before they 
joined it to go on active service. If they 


t-ok the young men they got from the | 


Militia and put them for six months 
drill in the Reserve, they would then 
be called up, though they had never seen 
the battalion on parade, never seen it 
manceuvre, and would be expected, when 
they joined, to be intelligent as any 
linesman who had served abroad. If 
those men were to be drafted to India, 
that would not be very encouraging [ Mr. 
Hatpane: “No.”] He was very glad 
to hear that was not to be the case, 
because young soldiers joining were all 
against going abroad, and their friends 
regarded India as a very terrible place. 
If that were clearly understood there 


Lord J. Jvicey-Ceeil. 
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Then the | 


He had never been | 
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would be a chance of getting more men. 
He understood that the third battalions, 
as soon as they became 500 strong, were to 
cease recruiting. 


*Mr. HALDANE: Six hundred would 
be the number, and that is to be kept 


up. 
Lorp JOICEY-CECIL said they would 


then recruit one man at a time, as they 
wanted him. Would the remainder of 
the men go tothe Army or to the existing 
fragment of the Militia, because if 
the Militia were to exist at all it 
must be as a Militia ba‘talion and 
not asa Volunteer battalion ? Volunteers 
'had their own particular ways, and he 
did not think it would be well that those 
who hadserved in the Militia and were used 
to discipline, should suddenly have to be- 
'come Volunteers. He hoped the right 
| hon. Gentleman would see his way to give 
| some encouragement to otticers of the 
| Militia who had done their best to 
|maintain their position. As to the pri- 
_vate soldier, he was very glad that the 
| Tight hon. Gentleman had promised to 
| consider the case of those men who 
| would lose their bounty should his scheme 
come into force. 





In his opinion, if they | 
were to fall back upon the second line as a | 


| *Mr. MADDISON (Burnley) said he 
| was glad to hear the right hon. Gentle- 
/man say that the intention of his pro- 
| posals was not to encourage the military 
| spirit. In the course of the discussion it 
| had been said that the scheme would lead 
| to conscription or compulsory service. 
'He would say at once, that if he 
| thought for a moment that that would 
| be its effect, much as he wanted to 
give hearty support to the Govern- 
| ment, he would take the serious responsi- 
| bility of opposing it at every stage. He 
did not believe that the scheme was in- 
'tended to be, or was in essence, any- 
| thing which would lead to compulsion, 
_and therefore he was able to support it. 
|He was rather sorry to hear his hon. 
friend the Member for the Richmond 
Division of Yorkshire say that if the 
scheme failed we might have conscrip- 
tion. But the merits of the scheme, 
and what he hoped were its chances of 
success, in themselves afforded a means 
to prevent compulsory service. He did 


not believe there was anything in the 
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national situation to justify any fear of There were a certain number of lords- 
conscription ; nor did he believe that, if | lieutenant who acted in that capacity for 
the scheme failed, there was nothing! more than one county. He knew one 
before them but that alternative. Many | who was a Quaker, and he was sure that 
hon. Members opposite were quite candid he would not readily become president of 
in saying that they believed that nothing the nation in arms so far as his own 
but a system of compulsion could possibly | county was concerned. In presenting 
be effective for the defence of the such a great scheme of Army reform, he 
country. From what little knowledge | did not think the right hon. Gentleman 
he had of the working classes, he would | ought to make the appeal he did to the 
impress upon the right hon. Gentleman | good will of the great landlords of the 
that he must not have at the back of his country. He did not think the armed 
mind, however remotely, any idea of forces of the country ought to depend on 
conscription or compulsory service in | the good will of the landlords or of any- 
any of its forms. His right hon. friend | body else: It was the duty of Parlia- 
would have a good deal of difficulty | ment, if land was required for rifle ranges, 
in inducing working people to take | to take compulsory powers to get that 


advantage of his scheme at _ all. 
There was a great and growing senti- 
ment on the part of the working classes 
against militarism in all its forms. They 
were not against the defence of the 
country ; they were ready to take part 
in it; but they shared to the full suspicion 


of anything which approximated to the | 
German idea of compulsory mili ary | 


service. The scheme of the right hon. 
Gentleman must not only be on a 
voluntary basis, but be surrounded by a 
voluntary atmosphere; they were to 
expect everything from voluntaryism and 
nothing from compulsion. So long as he 
made that clear, he thought the right hon. 
Gentleman would find that he had the 
support of himself and those of the 


Labour Members who thought with him. | 


Anything which would make a Volunteer 
force more effective, and give a better | 
return for the public money expended, | 
would receive their support. But they | 
should narrowly watch the scheme, and | 
if they found a vestige not merely of | 
compulsion, but. of any idea which | 
savoured of compulsory service, then | 
they would do their best to oppose it. 


‘land. The associations about to be 
|formed would be gigantic — bodies. 
|The right hon. Gentleman, in reply to 
| a question, had informed him that there 
| would be two or three sub-associations 
| for a great county like Lancashire, and so 
|far, so good. He thought there were 
many other counties in which one com- 
mittee would not be adequate to deal with 
all the responsibili.ies which the right hon. 
Gentleman was going to place upon them. 
It seemed to be a fundamental part of the 
scheme that the county associations should 
manage the amalgamated Auxiliary 
| Forces of the country, and that, in his 
opinion, was one of its chief objections. 
Many objections could be urged to the 
Yeomanry, the Militia, and the 
Volunteers in regard to their present 
organisation, but the difficulties would 
/not be remedied in any way by amalga- 
mation. It seemed to him that by the 
new scheme they were bound to destroy 
the Volunteers almost immediately, and 
almost inevitably they would at the same 
time destroy the Militia forces as already 
existing. He did not think that there 
was any jealousy between the Militia and 


‘the Volunteer forces, the reason being 


Lorp BALCARRES said that he had) 
anxiety as to the success of the scheme | 
from two points of view—first, as to the | 
organisation for bringing the Territorial | 
Force into being ; and, secondly, as to the | 
degree of Army efficiency which that | 
force might be expected to attain. The) 
lords-lieutenant, who had not been good | 


that they had never come into any 
kind of conflict. But none the less there 
was a radical distinction between the 
two, and there was a distinction even in 
the recruiting. The class of men from 
which the Militia were recruited was 
entirely different from that from_which 
the Volunteers were drawn. No 





enough to appoint magistrates, were| doubt the right hon. Gentleman, in 
now to be put at the head of the Terri- | his conferences with Volunteer officers, 


terial Army. He did not think the lord-| had been told that there were many 
lieutenant was the right person at all.| parents who would allow their sons to 
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join the Volunteers who would never 
dream of allowing them to go into the 
Militia force. That was freely admitted 
by everyone who had had anything to do 
with recruiting for the Volunteers. 
Under the new scheme the two forces 
would be amalgamated, and they would 
have the Militia and the Volunteers 
drilling side by side. That was to be the 
system for the home defence army except 
in regard to the battalions which would 
be kept for providing the drafts for the 
oversea army. The conditions in regard 
to the two forces were wholly different, 
and the War Office seemed systemati- 
‘cally to ignore those differences. The 
Secretary of State for War had told them 
with pride that his was a soldier’s scheme. 
He did not think there was very much 
in that to recommend it. He would 
much rather it had been a scheme based 
upon the Volunteer and Militia forces 
themselves, because those two forces 
had no reason whatever to be grateful 
to the soldier for their existence. The 
right hon. Gentleman had given a 
good illustration of how little he re- 
garded the opinion of Volunteer officers 
in this matter. Last year the Secretary 
of State for War appointed a Committee 
of persons experienced in the Militia 
and Volunteers. That Committee had 
not met since last summer, and now 
they were told that it was never intended 
that that Committee should report. The 
right hon. Gentleman had made speeches 
of great eloquence on the subject, but 
he did not tell them when he appointed 
that Committee that they were not ex- 
pected to report. He seemed to ignore 
the fact that the Volunteer regiments had 
their own military traditions. There 
were plenty of Volunteer battalions 
which had much older military traditions 
than some of the battalions in the 
Regular Army. The Volunteers had 
their own organisation and property, in 
fact they had both military and _per- 
sonal traditions, and these were 
valuable military assets which the 
right hon. Gentleman ought not to 
lightly destroy. One result of the new 
scheme must be to destroy such corps 
as the Inns of Court, the Post Office, and 
the Hon. Artillery. Those corps must 
‘vanish, although they happened to be 
amongst the most efficient regiments in 
the Volunteer system. ” Tt} was not a 


Lord Balcarres. 
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scheme which could commend itself to 
the Volunteer forces, simply because it 
involved their total and _ prompt 
abolition. He would like to know what 
the effect of the scheme would be 
upon the property of existing Volunteer 
organisations. In connection with tha‘ 
the right hon. Gentleman had put a sum 
of £500,000 in the Estimates; but 
that did not represent a tithe of the 
money spent upon drill-halls, ranges, ete., 
and the War Office had no right, merely 
by paying off the last £500,000 owing 
upon those buildings, to receive pro- 
perty worth many millions. Under th: 
territorial scheme the proposal to have a 
new class of adjutant, receiving £109 a 
vear, seemed to him very dangerous. A 
Volunteer officer could not do the work 
of a Regular adjutant, who, not being a 
local man, was actuated by no local 
jealousies and was free from partiality. He 
hoped that part of the scheme would be 
reconsidered. A small but important point 
was the question of uniform. That had 
bezn only incidentally referred to by the 
right hon. Gentleman in reply to an 
interruption. From the point of view of 
recruiting and other things, it was a ques- 
tion which could not be lightly dismissed. 
The right hon. Gentleman had stated that 
one suit of clothes would be provided for 
each man. He did not understand that 
that service kit would apply to the 
Yeomanry at all. He did not think that 
one service kit would be sufficient for the 
purpose. In the first place, they had to 
be prepared for six months embodiment, 
and in order to be adequately prepared 
for that they would have to provide 
money, not merely to give further 
uniforms to the 300,000 men, but to 
provide for an adequate reserve as well. 
That in itself was quite enough to wreck 
the finance of the scheme. When the 
Financial Secretary to the War Office 
came to deal with the matter he hoped 
the hon. Gentleman would take the 
House a little more into his confidence 
in regard to the cost. The approximate 
estimate of £2,‘00,000 in round figures 
was interesting mostly for what it omitted 
to deal with. It only provided for one 
suit of clothes. There was nothing for 
guns, stores, engineers, army service, 
medical service, and non-effective service, 
nor was there any provision for special 
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'expenditure on guns, rifles, clothing, 
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equipment, and capital outiays. There 
was no estimate for rifle clubs or cadet 
corps, no estimate for housing, and, so 
far as he could make out, there was no 
adequate sum for the charges incidental 
to manceuvring. There was no use telling 
the House that the Territorial Army would 
cost £2,800,000. That did not represent 
a fraction of the cost. Moreover he hoped 
the Financial Secretary would give 
rather more satisfactory assurances about 
Treasury control than could be gathered 
from the speech of the Secretary of State 
for War. 


be practically nil. 
political reason underlying that, but he 
hoped the House would not allow the 
Treasury to lose its control over monies 
handed to local bodies. As to the six 


months embodiment, as soon as war) 
was declared he thought the proposal | 


under the new scheme would make 
men hesitate to join the Territorial 
Army. He would not go into the 
difficulty in connection with the ques- 
tion of wages. 


ers. It had arisen from other causes. He 


knew that employers were only too glad | 


if they could send men to camp. It paid 


the employer to do so, and he was a) 
foolish employer who hesitated to give | 


facilities for his workmen to go into camp. 
He was rather shocked when he heard 
the Secretary of State announce that 
six months was not the minimum training 
for embodiment. He did not know 


whether it was worth while living in a 


fool’s paradise, but he ventured to say 
that there was little expert military 
opinion of men who had seen great wars, 
that the ordinary British volunteer, who 
served for fourteen days each year 
for two, three, four, or five years, and 


then had six months embodiment, was | 
competent and capable of meeting in | 
the field the best European troops _ 
who could be brought against him. The | 


proposal of the right hon. Gentleman 
that they shouldfinduce men to join 
the Territorial Army by offering them 
exemption from service on juries would 


‘not be of great value. He thought an 


appeal to their patriotism would be 
better than that extra inducement. 
The right hon. Gentleman had indicated 
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So far as he could gather, | 
the Treasury control over money would | 
There might be a 


The difficulty of getting | 
men to camp was not one which had 
arisen through the action of employ- | 
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that he expected the men would volun- 
teer as units for service abroad. He was 
not himself a conscriptionist, but he 
did not like pressure to be put on the 
Volunteers or the Militia either as 
regiments or units to serve abroad. 
Their terms of enlistment stated that 
they should only bejexpected to serve in 
defence of our own shores. The speech 
| of the right hon. Gentleman, coupled 
/no doubt with public opinion, would put 
almost irresistible pressure, not only 
on individual men, but on individual 
corps to take up service abroad. He 
thought that was unfair, and wholly 
against the principle under which these 
| people were recruited. The result would 
| be that they would keep out a certain 
class of recruits—married artisans for 
|instance—and from that point of view 
they would lose one of the assets on 
which at the present moment they most 
freely relied in connection with the 
Volunteer regiments. Having listened 
to the speeches of the right hon. Gentle- 
man this year and last, he confessed 
that he was rather puzzled as_ to 
what the fundamental principle of his 
scheme was. The hon. Member for 
Burnley had said that he was not going 
to support anything in the nature of 
conscription. The right hon. Gentleman 
said he was going to reduce the number 
of men required, and increase the 
(efficiency. Last year it was 100 per 
cent., and this year it was 80 per cent. 
He wished even the more modest esti- 
mate of the Secretary of State were true, 
but he did not see any certainty of 
success. If the scheme failed, there 
could be no alternative but conscription 
in one form or another. There would 
be nothing to fall back upon when the 
old organisation had been smashed 
up. The right hon. Gentleman said 
his scheme was a bulwark against con- 
scription. It seemed to him that the 
obligation of three months’ notice and 
the £5 fine had about it the element of 
compulsion. The right hon. Gentleman 
‘said that his object was to relieve the 
‘anxiety of the country. He himself 
| was not at all certain that the anxiety 
| of the country ought to be relieved. He 
| thought the country ought to be a great 
deal more anxious than it was on these 
| points. What we wanted was a good 
'fighting force of soldiers, and not a 
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speculative force. Three or four times 
the right hon. Gentleman had told them 
that this was a speculation, that it could 
not come into full operation during 
this or the next Parliament, and that 
successive Ministries would be required 
to see it properly carried out. If that 
was the view of the right hon Gentleman, 
surely it would have been wiser policy 
to have abstained from striking off 
some of the best units at the beginning 
of the scheme, and to have waited 


until he had matured his plans. Having 
abolished those Regular troops, the 


right hon. Gentleman came and _ told 
the House that his scheme was little 
more than a speculation. He would 
look forward with great interest to a 
close examination of the measure intro- 
duced by the right hon. Gentleman 
when printed; but after listening to 
his speeches he regarded the embarking 
upon this re-organisation scheme with the 
gravest anxiety and apprehension. 


F Mr. GUEST (Cardiff District) said 
that the noble lord had endeavoured to 
plunge the House into an atmosphere 
of considerable gloom, but he did not 
know that the attitude which the noble 
Member had taken up represented the 
general opinion of the House. He 
thought that it was the general feeling 
that the Secretary for War was to be 
congratulated upon having introduced in 
this measure a conception which might 
go a long way to solve many of the diffi- 
culties which had presented themselves to 
Army reformers in the past ten years. The 
hon. Member for Chorley had drawn 
attention to the fact that the Volunteers 
and Militia were recruited from different 
classes, and had said that although many 
parents would have no objection to 
allow their sons to join the Volunteers 
they would yet object to their enlisting 
in the Militia. But the hon. Member had 
overlooked the fact that the class of men 
who now joined the Militia would be in- 
corporated in the third battalions, young 
fellows who were known as “ corner boys,” 
and who joined the Militia with a view 
of afterwards going into the Regular 
Army. The objection of the hon. Mem- 
ber therefore did not apply to the greater 
part of the Territorial Army. The hon. 
Member’s other argument was that the 
Auxiliary Forces would be unable to face 
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the best European troops, but it never 
was contemplated to pit our Auxiliary 
Forces against the picked battalions 
of, say, the German Army. The 
hon. Member must know that there 
were many duties in war, such as keeping 
open the lines of communication and 
garrisoning depots in India and _ the 
Colonies which could be efficiently 
carried out by auxiliary troops, freeing 
Regulars to go into the fighting line. 
After all, there was surely something 
in the fact that such an auxiliary force 
as was contemplated must be some 
deterrent to a Foreign Power who con- 
templated invasion of this country. He 
agreed with the hon. Member that the 
estimates which had been presented as to 
the probable cost of the force hardly 
represented what the cost would be if the 
force was to be effective. He was much 
impressed by the right hon. Member's 
appeal to the nation, and especially to 
the patriotism of country gentleman— 
though these were not more patriotic than 
other classes of the community—but at 
the same time he thought there was some 
truth in the suggestion that the War 
Secretary was trying to get his Territorial 
Army rather on the cheap. That was 
clear, because the third battalions, which 
were the chief innovation introduced by 
the right hon. Gentleman, would not really 
belong to the second line, but to the first 
line. They were to form training schools, 
and their main duties belonged to the first 
line. The 370,000 men which at present 
constituted the Auxiliary Forces would 
thereby be reduced by the right hon. 
Gentleman’s scheme to 313,000, so that 
it seemed that the whole gain accruing 
to the Regular Army would be at the 
expense of the Auxiliary Forces. The 
Territorial Army would suffer both in 
men and money. It was doubtful 
whether the right hon. Gentleman was 
not over sanguine in appealing to the 
patriotism of the country with a closed 
fist as regarded money. In regard to the 
Yeomanry force, he very much doubted 
whether the reduction in their pay would 
not act injuriously upon it. Mr. Brod- 
rick first became alive to the possibili- 
ties of the Yeomanry force, on whom 
the late Government put their money, 
with the result that they doubled 
its strength, and more than doubled 
its efficiency. There were, after all, 
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only two ways of raising a Terri- 
torial Army in this country—by 
compulsion and by inducement. He 
did not mean to argue for compulsion, 


but he would point out the danger of its | 


being necessary to resort to i. if induce- 


ment failed. The right hon. Gentleman | 


certainly expected to get his Terri- 
torial Army very inexpensively, the esti- 


mated cost per man of infantry being £6, | 


and of cavalry £14, as against £21 which 
the Yeomanry cost at the present time. 
He welcomed the creation of the Terri- 


torial Army, but he maintained that it, 


would be necessary to spend more money 
upon it. If that was to be done con- 
sistently with that economy to which 


most Members on that side of the House | 
devoted to it. 


were pledged, it could be only obtained 
by effecting economies on the Regular 
Army. The discussions had proved con- 
clusively that no economy on the Regular 
Army could be permanent which did not 
involve a reduction of the number of 
men who served with the colours. He 


gave the right hon. Gentleman the 


credit for economies effected by more 
careful organisation, but that was a 
minor matter. The question whether 


they were able to make a reduction in the 
numbers of the Regular Army must be | 


answered by the consideration of the 
military problem which presented itself 
in regard to the frontier of India. He 
had never heard any Secretary for 
War or any member of the Defence 


Committee state what were the military | 
requirements which general considera- 


tions necessitated in the event of a war 
on the frontier of India; but he would 


point out that under the scheme of the 
right hon. Gentleman ihey were in a| 
much better position to judge as to the | 


defence of India than they had been 
in recent years. By the scheme of 


the right hon. Gen‘leman we should not | 
only have at first an expeditionary force of | 


160,000, but after six months a force of 
260,000, to which were to be added the 


Indian and Colonial garrisons; making | 
a total force of some 378,000 Regular | 
troops, which could be put on the Indian | 
frontier in the course of one year. That, | 
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| what smaller force than that would suffice 
| to meet our requirements for one year. 
| If we were able to put on the Indian 
| frontier 350,000 men, he did not think 
anybody could say that the force was 
| insufficient for its defence. He hoped 
the right hon. Gentleman would 
consider the points raised in regard 
to the expenditure on county associa- 
tions, because he believed that, with all 
the goodwill in the world—and h: 
thought there would be goodwill in 
regard to these county associations, 
and that even hon. Members who 
had criticised the scheme would be 
the first to lend themselves to forwarding 
the object in view—the scheme would 
fail unless a larger sum of money was 
He believed there was a 
great deal of good in the scheme which 
the Secretary of State had outlined. 
It would appeal to the country and 
to the emulation among counties which 
was, after all, an asset of our national 
life. He thought the scheme had a 
prospect of being a success, and he was 
not himself influenced by any of the 
gloomy apprehensions which disturbed 
the hon. Member for Chorley. But if 
the Minister for War was not able to 
devote more than £2,800,000 to the 
scheme it was almost certain to fail, 
Seeing that the right hon. Gentleman had 
so largely decreased the Regular Army, 
he asked him to see whether he could not 
devote a larger sum for the perfection 
of the scheme he had outlined. 


Sir HOWARD VINCENT wished 
he could share the hon. Member's 
opinion with regard to the scheme 
of the right hon. Gentleman. No 
doubt it was the result of very great 
thought and careful labour, bu: he 
doubted whether it would bear inves- 
tigation when the Bill came to be printed. 
He was a member of the Esher Committee, 
and he thought it was absolutely neces- 
sary to point out that this scheme had 
never been brought before that Com- 
mittee in its entirety, and it had not been 
mentioned to them, except in very general 
outline, that there was a desire on the part 


of course, did not include the’ native | of the Secretary of State which every- 


army, which was 387,000 men. That 


was a very large number of men, and he. 
supposot it was possible that a some-! to the Army and the development of the 


‘body thought was extremely laudable, 


to promote county feeling with regard 
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defence forces of the nation. These pro- 
posals were not consistent with his recol- 
lection of what passed in the Committee. 
He could not understand why, after the 
Secretary of State had chosen a Com- 
mittee from all parts of the country as 
well as from the Auxiliary and Regular 
forces, he did not bring his scheme before 
them and obtain their advice upon it, 
before laying it before Parliament. It 
would have been advantageous to the 
right hon. Gentleman to have done so, 
because he would then have introduced a 
scheme with the approval of those who 
knew what they were talking about. Of 
course it was very difficult to criticise a 
Bill which they had not read, especially as 
the right hon. Gentleman said it would 
be of considerable length—in fact a hand- 
book of the law on the subject. But 
there were one or two matters to which 
he would like to make allusion. He 
admitted that the proposal for the 
transfer of the debts of the Volunteer 
Corps from the National Debt Com- 
missioners to the War Office was in 
many quarters viewed favourably. In 
other quarters, however, it was viewed 
with considerable apprehension. That 
was by corps who had been able to pay 
their way and had taken care that their 
liabilities should be on the basis of their 
ability to meet them. There were many 
corps who owed a very small portion of 
the mortgage money, and it would be ex- 
ceedingly unfair if any policy was re- 
sorted to by the War Office to compel 
them to transfer the small remaining 
liability which existed and thereby part 
with their vested right in the freehold 
or leasehold interest in the drill halls 
which they had erected. He thought 
that the right hon. Gentleman had said 
that this transfer was to be perfectly 
optional on the part of the Volunteer 
corps, and it was open to them to choose 
whether they adopted the provision or 
not. [Mr. BucHANAN assented.] He was 
glad to see that the Financial Secretary 
to the War Office assented to that and 
to know that it would be carried into 
practice. Another matter to which he 
wished to call attention was the ques- 
tion of adjutants. He was connected 
with the Volunteer force after leaving 
the Army when the old system of ad- 
jutants was in force. Some 
officer of the Army was 


Sir Howard Vincent. 


appointed ad- 
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jutant.for life, and he often held the 
position long beyond the period at which 
he was an efficient officer. In about 
1875 a new system was adopted and 
officers with the rank of captain were 
invited to volunteer from the Regular 
battalions—the territorial battalions—for 
five years service as adjutant, with either 
a Militia, a Volunteer, or a Yeomanry 


battalion. The officer was only ap- 
pointed with the approval of his 
commanding officer and, as a rule, 
of the comanding officer of the 
Volunteers, Yeomanry, or Militia, 
as the case might be. The Volun- 
teer force had derived immense 


benefit from the adjutants so appointed, 
as a whole, although, of course, there had 
been exceptions, but as a rule the 
adjutants from the Regular Army had 
rendered very great service to the 
Auxiliary Forces. As a rule they were 
keen young men who knew that the 
way in which they discharged their 
duties would be favourably reported 
upon, and he knew of cases in which 
these officers had been vromoted to 
high rank in consequence of the way 
in which they had discharged their duties. 
He regretted to hear the right hon. 
Gentleman speak with some disparage- 
ment of the services rendered by 
adjutants to commanding officers. There 
might, of course, be some regiments 
in which the adjutants had run the 
regiment, but as a whole he maintained 
that their services had been great as 
well as discreetly rendered. The right 
hon. Gentleman seemed to think that 
the adjutants did not perform purely 
military duty, but the regulations pro- 
hibited the adjutant from taking part 
in the civil affairs of the force. The 
right hon. Gentleman proposed to with- 
draw that most valuable link between 
the Regular Army and the Territorial 
force. Such a step would be the greatest 
disaster that could possibly happen 
to the force, and he entreated the right 
hon. Gentleman to reconsider his decision. 
He had also spoken disparagingly of 
Volunteer commanding officers for remit- 
ting fines, suggesting at the same time that 
such punishments would be maintained by 
the county associations. Long experi- 
ence had convinced him that the most 
popular commanding officers were those 
‘who preserved the best discipline, and 
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any desire shown by a commanding 
officer to remit fines justly levied would 
meet with the extreme disapprobation 
of the batallion and eventually lead 
to its being broken up. Then com- 
pulsory camp duty every year was a 
question of very great difficulty. The 
predecessors of the right hon. Gentleman 
had attempted to carry out a_ similar 
policy, but the provision had to be with- 
drawn owing to its unfairness and the 
detrimental effect it had upon Volunteer 
recruiting. By the right hon. Gentle- 
man’s ill-considered scheme a_ great 
unsettlement had already been produced 
among the Volunteers. The present 
was the best recruiting time for the 
force. In the battalion he was connected 
with sometimes as many as twenty men 
presented themselves on a Monday night 
for medical inspection, with a view to 
joining. Those men were not there to- 
night. Why? Because the Secretary 
of State had unsettled them by his scheme. 
They were no longer to be enrolled ; they 
were to be enlisted men for four years. 
They were not to leave at less than three 
months notice, and the notice was not to 
be given to their commanding officer but 
to some county committee. In addition 
to that a man was to be fined up to £5 
if he left before. He would know how 
much he was to be fined. He could go to 
his commanding officer and say, “‘ Under 
what conditions can I leave immedi- 
ately, as T am offered employment in 
Canada, or elsewhere.” And in addition 
to that he was to be under the other 
onerous conditions set out by the right 
hon. Gentleman. How could they expect 
a father to permit his son to join the 
Volunteers under such circumstances 
when the boy had to earn his living, and 
when it might be necessary and essential 
for him to take up a berth, at a moment’s 
notice, in another part of the country ? 
Then, as regarded the officers, he did 
not hesitate to say that some of 
the best officers of the Volunteers 
came from the legal profession. 
But how was a young lawyer to under- 
take beforehand to say, the moment the 
first class of the Army Reserve was 
mobilised, that he was ready to throw his 
profession to the winds and go out for 
six months? It was absolutely impossible. 


‘The question ot officers was a most serous 


matter. There was a deficit of 3,000 
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officers in the Volunteer force, and a 
deficit of 10,000 as regarded the Army as a 
whole. He warned the right hon. Gentle- 
man that any difficulty put in the way 
of a man taking up a commission in the 
Volunteer force meant disaster to that 
force. The abolition of the liability to 
serve On juries had been advozated as an 
indusement for m2n to join the forces, 
but he did not think that the right hon. 
Gentleman would be able to obtain that 











concession without great difficulty. When 
he (Sir H. Vincent) moved in that matter 
before Lord Halsbury the then Lord 
Chancellor would not listen to any 
such suggestion, but declared he would 
never consent to some of the most 
intelligent of the community being 
absolved from jury duty. Those were 
the very persons that were required on 
juries. He was grateful to the Secre- 
tary of State for War as the first Liberal 
Minister who had frankly recognised the 
necessity of a Territorial Army, and he 
would willingly help him ; but why did the 
right hon. Gentleman propose to abolish 
the Militia, the Yeomanry, and the 
Volunteers on a mere speculation? It 
would have been possible to frame some 
scheme which would have utilised existing 
materials, improved them, and incor- 
porated them more with the Regular 
Army. Instead the Secretary for War 
had chosen to abolish those materials on a 
mere speculation as to whether he would 
get the men for his new Territorial Army. 
He feared the right hon. Gentleman would 
have great difficulty in getting the neces: 
sary men; he wished it were not so. 
As regarded brigade and divisional organi- 
sation, he was heartily with the right 


hon. Gentleman, but he hoped he 
would not remove the adjutants 
who had rendered such _ splendid 


service, and appoint in their stead 
fourteen superannuated major-generals. 


*Srr W. EVANS GORDON (Tower 
Hamlets, Stepney) said the right hon. 
Gentleman had himself referred to hs 
scheme as a speculation or a gamble. 
They had heard of gambling with the 
food of the people, but this scheme pre- 
sented itself to him as gambling with the 
safety of the nation. The debate had 
disclosed one important thing, namely, 
that this was a political and not a 
military gamble in any sense of the word. 
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The’right hon. Member for the Newport | make the best arrangements you can.” 
Division, had elicited the fact that the| The officers were never in a position 
military advisers of the Government| to say to the country that they ob- 
were not responsible for the reduction of | jected to a reduction of that kind. He 
the regular troops of the Army. Here| for one was glad to know that the 
was a very important part of the scheme | admission had at all events been made 
with which the experts disagreed, and | by the right hon. Gentleman, that the re- 
he thought the House and the country | duction of the regular troops was carried 
should take very grave note of the fact. | out in face of the protest of the military 
He would like to point out the deplorable advisers of the Crown. [“‘ No.”] If that 
position which His Majesty’s Government | was not so, let the right hon. Gentleman 
military advisers occupied upon these | correct him. Of course it had been pro- 
occasions. Great schemes such as that | vided by the Esher Commission that if the 
which the right hon. Gentleman had! Army Council objected to any of these 
brought forward were foisted upon the 'schemes they could resign. But resig- 
War Office. The public and the House | nation was an illusion; those gentlemen 
should know prec’sely how far the mili- | could not resign; they had to make their 
tary advisers of the Crown were respon- | career in the Army, and _ resignation 
sible for them. He remembered that meant financial ruin tothem. The scheme 
when the six army corps scheme was of the right hon. Gentleman appeared 
brought forward, they were told that it | to him to be entirely based upon “ ifs,” 
had the undivided support of the mili- | hypotheses, and hopes. Seventy-four 
tary advisers of the War Office. But battalions were to be created behind 
when the Royal Commission on the War/ the seventy-two pairs which already 
assembled and these gent’emen were free | existed. If they got the right men they 
to state their real opinion, they found | might be of some service, but it all de- 
that these very gentlemen had from the! pended upon that. As to the county 


very first considered the scheme as utterly | associations if they were formed if it was 


unsuitable to the military requirements | found that they were equal to the per- 
of the country. If there were a Royal | formance of the important duties which 
Commission now, and these distinguished | were placed upon them, then the scheme 
scldieis were free to sjeak out, he might go through, but it all depended 
wondered whether they would be found | upon that important “if.” As to the Yeo- 
to agree with the scheme brought for- 'manry, if they would consent to serve 
ward by the Secrctary of State? He) under the new conditions that part of 
did not believe that soldiers as soldiers | the scheme might be successful. But 
would endorse the scheme. It seeemd| he would point out that only recently 
to him that the whole structure of the | the Yeomanry had consented to serve on 
Army Counci!, the General Staff, and | the erms that they were at present serv- 
the Defence Committee so carefully | ing under, and they had enormously im- 
set up was in practice nothing but | proved since they had responded to the 
a solemn farce. They had apparently | call. Yet no sooner were they settled 
to register the opinions of the political | down to those terms and become a really 
advisers of the Crown. Their voice as| effective force, than the whole scheme 
military experts was never heard in the | Was upset again, and they were told 
country at all. But they had to take the | that they would have to serve under dif- 
responsibility of these schemes, and he | ferent terms altogether and on different 
thought it most deplorable that they | pay. It was all a pure gamble and 
should have no real opportunity of speculation, as the right hon. Gentleman 
telling the country what their opinion | himself had called it, and he could only 
was, or of throwing the onus of ac- /hope that it would not turn out disas- 
cepting the schemes upon the House | trously for both the right hon. Gentleman 
of Commons, and removing it from), and the country. They were told that 
their own shoulders. The Secretary |the whole idea was based on the great 
of State went to them and said: | principle of preparedness for wer, but 
“It is the policy of the country to how would this great scheme work when 
reduce the Regular Aimy by so many | put tojthat test? When the Army 
thousends, with that proviso you mrst | was mebilised in 1899 it wes found, 


Sir IV. Evans Gordon. 
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according to Sir Evelyn Wood, that 35 | 


to 40 per cent. of the striking forces were 
inefficient and unfit to proceed to the 
front. In what respect was that great 
evilremedied by the right hon. Gentleman? | 
He could see in the striking force now 
proposed no prospect of any change in 
those conditions. The Reserves would 
have to be called out at once to join the | 
colours whenever the new Army was/| 
mobilised. The seventy-four battalions 
which were to be created would be called 
up and trained for six months, and then 
they were to go into the ranks of the 
Regular Army. This period of six months 
hal evidently been fixed without any 
reference to the enemy. The two con- 
tingencies we had to deal with were a raid 
or a great war, on the Indian frontier, for 
example. In the case of a raid, did the 
right hon. Gentleman suppose that it was 
going to be conducted on the principle of 
six months notice? In the event of a 
great frontier campaign one big action in 
modern war might require us to replace 


30,000 men at once, and the seventy-four | 


battalions were to be the reservoir from 
which the drafts were to be obtained. 


Those battalions were to train ‘the sub- | 


stance” of what was in the Militia before. 
But the right hon. Gentleman was not in 
the least certain of getting the substance. 
Ultimately they were to contain from 
500 to 600 men, liable—he did not 
say fit—to come up on mobilisation to go 
abroad, and they were to serve as a 
reservoir to supply drafts for the Regular 
battalions. The right hon. Gentleman 
proposed to get from those young men at 
seventeen years of age with only fifteen 
days training, 12,000 trained men, and 
those young untrained men were to 
form the Reserve to be drafted into the 
fighting line to make good the wastage of 
a great campaign. He did not believe 
that any competent military opinion | 
would be found ready to endorse such a 
scheme. The battalions were never 
to go abroad as units, but they were to 
form mobilisation centres, and the 
Regulars were to recruit there. That 
system would only repeat the evils they | 
had already experienced in regard to the 
Militia, namely, that the battalions, 
would drain off all their best men for the | 
Regular Army, and the residue would be | 
left as a perfectly useless portion of that | 
force. The hon. and gallant Member for | 
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the Abercromby Division had told them 
that those untrained men were as good 
as the finest trained troops of any 
Kuropean power. 

Mason SEELY: I never said any 
thing of the sort. 


*Sir W. EVANS GORDON said his 
recollection was that the hon. and gallant 
Member had said that in the most 
emphatic way. He had also said that 
they on the Opposition Benches believed 
seven years was the least period in which 
a really good and efficient soldier could 
be made, but that opinion had never 
been shared by him. The view on that 
point which had been expressed by his 
hon. and gallant friend was not sup- 
ported by any military authority in the 
world. It was never true and was less 
true now than ever. It was a principle 
which did no‘ apply to any profession or 
calling. They did not expect an untrained 
lawyer to be as good as a_ trained 
lawyer, nor an untrained carpenter to 
be as good as a trained carpenter. It 
was impossible to train men for war in 
the time suggested by hon. Members 
opposite. They might as well take a 
county council school football team 
and pit them against the trained team 
from New Zealand. Such troops would 
inevitably be swept away by trained 
troops, however gallant they might 
be. He was confident that they 
would do their best, but they would be 
hopelessly handicapped, and every mili- 
tary opinion in this or any other country 
was absolutely opposed to the view 
expressed by the hon. and gallant Member 
for the Abercromby Division. There was 
no man in the House of Commons to 
whom the words “honourable and gal- 
lant” applied so appropriately as they 
did to the hon. and gallant Member, but 
he possessed another quality. Hehadan 
enormous, almost a sublime, confidence in 
himself, and no doubt he would be 
willing to take anybody on at any game 
they liked to mention. He would cheer- 
fully tackle Mr. Hackenschmidt at wrest- 
ling, Mr. Stevenson at billiards, or the 
Under-Secretary for the Colonies in 
debate, and he would feel confident 
that he was going to succeed, but 
whether he would succeed or not 
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Was quite another matter. The Secre- 
tary of State the other day made the 
remarkable statement that our prepara- 
tions for war should slumber in time of 
peace. That was a strange statement 
to come from a War Minister. He ad- 
vertised to the world that we required 
six months to train the men in order to 
fit them for any campaign. When the 
six months were over, how ‘many of 
those men would really be able, however 
willing, to join the fighting force ? 
The right hon. Gentleman said at one 
moment that the Territorial Army was 
for the defence of these shores, and at 
another that it was to bea reservoir to re- 
cruit and reinforce the fighting force 
abroad. The right hon. Gentleman went 
further, and said that he hoped and _ be- 
lieved that the men would not only go as 
individuals, but as regiments, and even as 
brigades. Had the right hon. Gentleman 
really gone into the facts? What ma- 
terial was this territorial Army to come 
from? They would ‘o a large extent be 
the present Volunteers under ano:her 
name. He maintained that although 
they might be willing, a vast propor- 
tion were absolutely unable to serve 
the country abroad for the simple 
reason that they were men with families 
and dependants. They would throw 
their wives and children into starvation 
if they were to take part in a long cam- 
paign. Therefore of the 300,000 Volun- 
teers a large proportion could never 
leave their homes to engage in a foreign 
war, and those who did go would be 
half-trained men under _ half-trained 
officers. The right hon. Gentleman was 
incurring a grave responsibility in asking 
the country to believe that, out of the 
heterogeneous forces which he proposed 
to collect, it would possess an Army 
seriously able to help usin a_ great 
na ional emergency. 


Mr. WYNDHAM (Dover): I am sure 
that the right hon. Gentleman will be the 
first person to agree with me that when a 
Minister brings in a long and complicated 
measure it is usual for him to say a few 
words at the end of the debate on the 
First Reading. If he did not, what 
would ensue would be that the Bill 
would be circulated in a day or two, 
and the first impression on reading 
the Bill after listening to the speech of 


Sir W. Evans Gordon. 
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| the Secretary of State for War might be, 
as those familiar with Parliamentary 
procedure were aware, that the language 
of the draughtsman was very different 
from the language of the lucid exponent 
we have in the right hon. Gentleman. 
Therefore, I only rise for the purpose of 
inviting the right hon. Gentleman to 
make a few remarks before the debate 
closes. I venture to think that he will 
feel it his duty to give to the House his 
views in regard to one or two of the 
broad features which seem to emerge out 
of the debate to which we have listened. 
What is the bald, plain object of this 
Bill? I am not going to roam over the 
whole field of the exigencies of the 
Empire. The object of the Bill is to 
change what are called the Auxiliary 
Forces into something else—to modify 
them drastically as to terms of service, 
pay, and organisation. The first thing 
that strikes me in the scheme is the 
astonishing coincidence between the num- 
ber of real effectives we now have in the 
Auxiliary Forces and the number of men 
whom the right hon. Gentleman hopes 
to get by his scheme. A_ still more 
astonishing coincidence is that between 
the cost of the present Auxiliary Forces 
and the estimated cost of the new 
Territorial Army. The present Militia, 
Militia Reserve, Yeomanry and Volun- 
teers number 380,000 men and cost 
£4,250,000. The right hon. Gentleman 
altered everything in relation to these 
forces, and after speculative investiga- 
tion announced that the alterations 
would give us again 380,000 men at a 
cost of £4,250,000. I was struck 
by this that I asked the late Solicitor- 
General, if he were engaged in a law 
case instead of in the present debate, 
what course he would pursue, and 
my learned friend said that the first 
question he would put to the actuary 
whom he would put in the witness box 
would be how he regarded this extra- 
ordinary coincidence that the altera- 
tions would give us again the exact num- 
ber of men at a cost exactly the same to a 
penny; and his learned friend said that 
the actuary would be bound to say he 
believed that the odds against the 
extraordinary coincidence were a 
million to one. I think the right hon. 
Gentleman must give the House some 


explanation of this most astonishing 
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coincidence. The Bill has peen com- 
mended upon the ground that it 
proceeds in the direction of diminish- 
ing the Regular Army, and _ exalt- 
ing the numbers and the importance 
of the Territorial Army. What it does is 
to transfer 80,000 men out of the Militia 
into the Regular Army. That is the 
first important change effected in the 
Auxiliary Forces of the country, and 
when it has been effected the remanet is 
in future to be administered and com- 


manded—two different things—under an | 
. . . } 
organisation which seems to me to be | 


somewhat intricate. These 300,000 men 
are going to be administered by county | 
associations. Iam not going to dwell on 
those who are to form these county asso- 
ciations ; but take an imaginary county. 

There will be the Lord-Lieutenant who is | 
a Peer, and perhaps has been in the | 
Army, and who has to put down £500, | 
or perhaps £1,000 as a subscription. 
Then his colleagues would probably be 
members of this House, ex-officers of the 
Army, busy people of the county counci 

—men who are already taxed in time and 


purse, and who are to be asked to take a | 
further tax on their time and purse. | 


I hope they will take it. But I will say 
this with a word of regret, that if the | 
right hon. Gentleman could have pur- | 
sued what I believe was his first intention, 
and carried on the name and traditions of | 
the Militia, these men would have been | 
more willing to take it than they will | 
be when 
disappear under this scheme. 


forage for men and horses, the comman- 
der-in-chief is to be the civilian member 
of the Army Council. 


respectfully of any member of the Army 
Council, but, in all seriousness, is Lord | 
Portsmouth to be the Carnot of the | 
British National Army and the organiser 
of victory? However distinguished a | 
Member of the Upper House the present | 
civilian Member of the Army Council | 
may be, the high officers will not | 
accept the ipse dixit of any politician | 
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both name and traditions | 
In the | 
last resort over the administrative side of | 
this problem, including, as I understand | 
in some cases, the provision of rations and | 


I should be the | 
last person in the world to speak dis- | 
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side of the matter. As I understand it, 
the altered Auxiliary Forces are to be 
under the command of a Divisional 
General. Let us take an imaginary 
county. Blankshire now has a general 
commanding all the troops,’ Regulars and 
Auxiliaries, in the district. It has also an 
administerial general, commanding the 
Regulars, and does the right hon. 
entleman mean to tell us that we are to 
have fourteen more divisional generals 
superimposed upon the same district ? 
I am afraid that the unfortunate Auxi- 
liary officer would have a troubled life 
/under the reign of an administrative 
_ Regular, a tactical Regular, an Anxili- 
‘ary General and an administrative 
county association. I want to say a 
_word on the Special Contingent. Why 
_are the territorial troops going to join, 
_and where are they going to be trained ? 
| Some have joined in the past because they 
| felt their body of Militia to be a county 
regiment; and I think the right hon. 
Gentleman has missed his chance by not 
following that county tradition, which 
was a growing one, and the newly-acquired 
glory gained in the South African War. 
| There is now less reason for the men to 
_join. They will go into the depots, which 
/are not so good and attractive as they 
were; in fact some of them have been 
condemned, and there they are to be 
trained. The right hon. Gentleman 
| counts upon 500 or 600 in each year, but 
in these house-room can only be found 
for 100 or 120 men at a time, therefore 
they have got to be trained all the year 
round. The right hon. Gentleman has 
told us that there had been some satis- 
factory experiments in, winter training, 
| but that was with fixed battalions, and if 
|they have to be trained through the 
winter months, what becomes of the 
claims of the soldiers for progressive 
| training—first company drill, then batta- 
‘lion drill, then manceuvres? Then how 
|are the men to be trained for musketry 
vif that is to mean anything at all ? If 
‘the Special Contingent is taken off the 
Auxiliary Forces and added to the Regu- 
lars, there will not be sufficient oppor- 
| tunities for effective training. Supposing 
| the right hon. Gentleman cannot satisfy 








them. Now, let me take the disciplinary | again press the right hon. Gentleman to 


occupying that post as the last word | us with respect to the Auxiliary Forces, 
upon the important financial and military | then we must look with greater interest 
obligations that are being placed upon | towards the Regular Forces, and I must 
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say how the Reserve from the Regular 
battalions will stand. The right hon. 
Gentleman said actuarial calculations 
showed that the Reserve stands at 
130,000 and will decline and stop at the 
normal figure of 115,000. I am _ not 
questioning the right hon. Gentleman’s 
good faith, but I have my suspicions of 
actuaries, and I may point out that with 
all the engines and methods for building 
up a Reserve in the past ten years the 
Reserve now stands at 113,000 which is 
2,000 below the establishment. Now 
that the right hon. Gentleman has dis- 
carded that machinery and substituted 
seven years for three years, how is he 
going to get those 2,000 additional men ? 


*Mr. HALDANE: The right hon. 
Gentleman has entered in the last stage 
of his speech upon a most dangerous and 
controversial topic—actuarial calcula- 
tions. I will give some reasons why I 
think the right hon. Gentleman’s doubts 
are ill-founded. In the first place, he 
spoke of the battalions and the number 


of men who had enlisted and passed into | conduct the administrative side. 
But how | their being too busy, it is their very 


the Reserve seven years ago. 


{COMMONS} 
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Gentleman complains of the civil member 
of the Council taking charge of the affairs 
of the second line. The right hon. 
Gentleman was at one time Under- 
Secretary at the War Office, and if this 
reorganisation had taken place in his 
time the right hon. Gentleman himself 
would have been the civil member. The 
right hon. Gentleman is marked out as 
the ideal man for that position. If the 
right hon. Gentleman does not realise 
that, it is to be hoped the country will 
realise it, so that his services shall not 
be lost. Then the right hon. Gentleman 
spoke of the commanding officers of the 
territorial regiments. He said the lord- 
lieutenant of the county was a person 
who was too busy. In this scheme we 
are not looking to the lord-lieutenant. 
The commanders of different arms are 
incorporated in a committee which 
manages these things, and there will be 
at least a hope that they will have 
sitting with them a representative of 
the Regular general. It is the very 
people who do the business who will 
As to 


long had the numbers which he had then | particular affairs they would be looking 


been in existence ? 
after battalion added at the beginning 
of the South African war, and many of 
those battalions had not time to pass 
into the Reserve. That was why his 
Reserve was low. The right hon. Gentle- 
man has omitted to take into account 
that we have troops abroad as well as at 
home. Taking the troops serving with 
the Colours both at home and abroad as 
between 200,000 and 300,000, the 
numbers of the Reserve must be some- 
where where I myself have placed it. If 
there are 240,000 men with the Colours, 
and they serve seven years with the 
Colours and then five years in the 
Reserve, the numbers in the Reserve 
must stand as five stood to seven. There- 
fore, when I put the Reserve at 115,000 
there ought to be a good margin on my 
side. A plain person of common sense 
whose mind has not been debauched by 
actuarial calculations will be able to see 
that. My figures have been furnished 
and are certified by the first authorities 
at the War Office. Then the right hon 


Mr. Wyndham. 








There was battalion | after, and they will have professional 
| assistance. 


I hope also the chairman will 
be a competent man of business. The 
other point of the right hon. Gentleman 
is the question of coincidences between 
the cost and the numbers. I can only 
tell him that as regards the cost, I gave 
it to the Financial Department of the 
War Office to work out the cost of keep- 
ing in bemg a force of this kind—the 
second line force. It was estimated 
on the not very niggardly scale of 
£2,800,000, which is a sum largely in 
excess of what a much larer army costs 
in Switzerland. The £1,500,000 that 
remains is more than sufficient to provide 
the Special Contingent element. With 
regard to numbers, again there is no 
mystery about them. I do not quite 
recognise the coincidence. 


Mr. WYNDHAM: If the right hon. 
Gentleman adds _ Militia reserve, 
Yeomanry, and Volunteer reserve to- 
gether, he will find that the total comes 
to 374,000 or 376,000. That is very 
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nearly 380,000, an approximation that 
must, I am afraid, have rather dazzled 
the actuary. 


*Mr. HALDANE: The argument of 
the right hon. Member would have been 
admirable if he had not taken the estab- 
lishment for one purpose and the strength 
for the other. 

Mr. 


WYNDHAM: That is exactly 


what the right hon. Gentleman the | 
Secretary for War has done. I have | 


taken the effectives, but the right hon. | 
Gentleman called it establishment when | 
he took his estimate. I cannot take the | 
right hon. Gentleman’s estimates until 
I know whether he will get them. 


*Mr. HALDANE: I was comparing 
establishment with establishment, and 
strength with strength; I did not jump 
from strength to establishment and from 
establishment back to strength. If there 
is a coincidence there is a good reason 
for it. This has been a remarkably 
interesting discussion, but I think it will 
be convenient for the House to discuss 
the Bill further when it is in print. I 
shall be glad, therefore, if the House will | 
give me now the First Reading. 


*Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St. 
Albans) who was received with cries of 
“Divide, Divide,” said the Motion to 
suspend the 11 o’clock rule had not come 
the benches on which he 
therefore he ventured to suggest to hon. | 





from sat, 
Members and right hon. Members opposite 
from whose side it did come, that it 
was scarcely seemly that at six minutes 


past eleven they should propose that | 


the debate should cease. 


Mr. CLOUGH rose in his place, and | 
claimed to move, ‘ That the Question 
be now put ;” but Mr. Speaker withheld 
his assent, and declined then to put that 
Question. 


*MVr. CARLILE said no hostile criticism 
would come from him or his friends after 
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| the deeply interesting statement of the 
‘right hon. Gentleman, but nevertheless 
| there were points which they might 
suggest to the right hon. Gentleman even 
at this stage. The Secretary of S‘ate 
| had stated that the object of the Bill was 
decentralisation, but so far as the Auxi- 
liary Forces were concerned it was very 
far from carrying out any such intention. 
In regard to the Volunteers the com- 
manding officers of battalions had the 
disposal of certain payments, they pro- 
vided training, drill halls, equipment and 
other things out of an amount of 
£3 16s. 6d. per man. The balance of 
the £7 Capitation Grant, £3 3s. 6d. was 
spent on permanent staff. Under the 
proposal of the right hon. Gentleman 
they would have, instead of decentralisa- 
tion, the whole matter centralised in the 
county associations. Such a thing would 
be disastrous to the Volunteer service 
which the righ* hon. Gentleman desired 
to benefit. At the present time the 
Militia cost £22 a head and had twenty- 
eight days training. The Volunteers 
cost £7 per head and did from eight to 
fifteen days’ training. He ventured to 
say that under the county associations 
administration was not likely to be so 
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| economical as under the commanding 


officer, who was responsible for the 
funds and was most interested in the 
efficiency of the battalion. He noticed 
that the right hon. Gentleman had said 
that when the county associations had 
made up their requirements they were to 
submit them to the officer commanding 
the district. But what the Volunteers 
wanted was to be able to make a Return 
to the War Office, and they did not 
want to send their Returns through the 
general officer commanding the district. 
Why should not the right hon. Gentle- 


; man embody in his Bill the establishment 


of a department of the War Office to 
which all communications could be 
made ? He ventured to say that such a 
department for the Territorial Army, 
with Sir Edward Ward at its h:ad, 
would be found of great assistance. He 


X 
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would like to know who were to be the | 
divisional commanders, and whether they | 
were to be under the general officer 
commanding the district. If that were 
to be so, he ventured to say from his 
knowledge of the Auxiliary Forces that 
Why 


Adjournment 


such a plan would not work. 
should not 
directly responsible to a department of 
the War Office established to deal with 
the Territorial Army? He asked also 


whe'her the divisional commanders 


were going to be officers who believed | 


in and had sympathy with the Volun- 


teers. It would be of no use to have 
old officers of the Regular Army who 
did not believe in the Volunteer 


Force, and who would turn round and_ 


say—‘‘I told you so; they cannot do | 
it.” They wanted men 
command the confidence of the Volun- 
teers, and if they did not secure the ser- 


who 


vices of the right kind of officers the | 
scheme of the right hon. Gentleman was j; 


foredoomed to failure. Then the Volun- 
teers were to serve in Ireland, he sup- 
posed, even under Home Rule. If that 
were so, they would probably have a 


very hot time of it. [Laughter, and cries | 


of “* order.”’] 


Mr. W. REDMOND (Clare, E.), on a 
point of order, asked whether the 
hon. Member was in order in introducing 
the question of Home Rule, because if 
he was, then he himself would feel 
enti‘led to speak on that subject. 


*Mr. CARLILE said the proposal that 
Volunteers were to serve in Ireland was 
a very great addition to their responsi- 
bility, in view of the other responsi- 
bilities to be imposed upon them. In 
return they were to get some privileges. 
They were not to serve on juries—a duty 
many of thei liked because of getting the 
day offi—and they were to be allowed to 
vote, a thing which they could do already 
under ordinary circumstances. Under 
those conditions and with those privileges 


Mr. Carlile. 


divisional commanders nt 


would | 
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the right hon. Gentleman would require 
75,000 recruits a year; but he did not 
believe that he would get 10,000 on the 
terms he offered. The right hon. Gentle- 
man had not told them the constitution of 
any Advisory Board at the War Office, 
which should give advice to the au- 
thorities on the subject of the Auxiliary 
Forces. An Advisory Board had sat for 
some years, and they would be in- 
terested to hear whether the right hon. 
Gentleman proposed to establish such a 
Board as they recon ly had. He could 
not overlook the fact that while hon. 
Members were now so anxious to get to 
bed, during the afternoon there had not 


| been more than twenty-seven Members of 


the Liberal Party sitting behind the 
Secretary of State for War. He hoped 
the country would not fail to take note of 
the fact that when the right hon. Gentle- 
man was making one of the most im- 
portant statements of the century the 
keen interest of the Liberal Party in the 
House vital matters 
affecting the defence of the country was 
illustrated by the presence of only twenty- 
seven of the supporters of the Government. 
No wonder under circumstances 
they were in a great hurry to closure the 


of Commons on 


such 
debate and get home to bed. 
Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill ordered to be brought in by Mr. 
Secretary Haldane and Mr. Buchanan. 


TERRITORIAL AND RESERVE FORCES 
BILL. 

“To provide for the reorganisation of 
| His Majesty’s Military Forces, and for 
‘that purpose to authorise the establish- 
ment of County Associations and _ the 
raising and maintenance of a Territorial 
Force, and for amending the Acts re- 
lating to the Reserve Forces,” presented 
accordingly, and read the first time; to 
| be read a second time upon Tuesday 9th 
April, and to be printed. [Bill 92.] 


Adjourned at twenty-six minutes 
after Eleven o’clock. 
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59T Returns, 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tuesday, 5th March, 1907. 





LUCAS PEERAGE. 

Petition of Auberon Thomas Herbert, 
the claimant to the Barony of Lucas of 
Cradwell, that he may be permitted first 
to have discussed and decided by this 
House the question whether the said 
peerage descends as of right to the 


.. Petitioner, such question depending upon | 


> the interpretation to be placed upon the 


Member. 


15 Charles IT., 
such clauses ; 


contention that he is entitled to a Writ 
of Summons as of right ; and also that 
he may be permitted to refer in his 
printed case and in any proceedings 
which may follow in this House to the 
documentary and other printed evidence 
in the case of the Lord Great Chamberlain 
determined by this House in the year 
1902; read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee for Privileges. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the 

House, That the Clerk of the Parliaments 
Shad laid upon the Table the Certificate 
> from the Examiners that the Standing 
= Orders applicable to the following Bill 
V have not been complied with :—London 
County Council (Tramways and Improve- 
ments). 


e commencement of a Gprerh indicates revision by the 


The same was ordered to lie on the 


Table. 


An Asterisk 


Middlesbrough, Stockton-on-Tees, and 


Thornaby Tramways Bill [H.1.].—Pre- | 
sented ; read 1*; and referred to the Ex- | 


aminers. 


Heywood and Middleton Water Board 
Bill [u.u.].—The Chairman 


position to the Bill was withdrawn : The 
orders made on the 25th of February and 
Thursday last discharged, and Bill com- 
mitted. 
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= Clauses of Limitation in the Patent of | 
Peerage (and the confirmatory Act of | 
exv.), and the validity of | 

and that the further | 
question of abeyance be postponed for | 
the future consideration of this House if | 
it should decide against the Petitioner’s | 
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Devonport Corporation Bill [H.1.].— 
Report from the Select Committee, That 
the Committee had not proceeded with 
the consideration of the Bill, no parties 
having appeared in opposition thereto ; 
read, and ordered to lie on the Table : 
The orders made on the 25th of February 
and Thursday last discharged, and Bill 
committed. 


Kendal Corporation Bill [.. ], Sheffiel:! 
Corporation Bill [H.1.], Su ton Col’- 
field Rectory Bill [H.L.].—Reports from 
His Majesty’s Attorney-General received , 
and ordered to lie on the Table. 


Galwey’s Divorce Bill [#..].—House 
in Committee (according to order): An 
Amendment made : Standing Committce 
negatived: The Report of Amendment 
to be received To-morrow. 


Fitz Gerald’s Divorce Bill [u.1.]. 
—House in Committee (according to 
order): Amendments made: Standing 
Committee negatived: The Report of 
Amendments to be received To-morrow. 


PETITIONS. 


COMPANIES (DEBENTURES AND DEBEN- 
TURE STOCK) BILL [1.1.]. 

Petitions in favour of: of Central 
Association of Bankers; Institute of 
Directors; Committee for General Pur- 
poses of the Stock Exchange ; London 
Chamber of Commerce Incorporated ; 
Institute of Chartered Accountants ; 
Banny Brothers and Company, Limited ; 
Phoenix Assurance Company; Allian e 
Assurance, Limited, and others; Sun 
Insurance Office and other Companies ; 
Equitable Life Assurance Company and 
another company; British and Mer- 


'cantile Assurance Company and another 


company; Royal Exchange Assurance 
Company and another company; and 
the Guardian Assurance Company, 
Limited, and another company; Read, 


| and ordered to lie on the Table. 


of Com- | 
mittees informed the House that the op- | 





RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
CHURCH ESTATES,COMMISSION. 
Fifty-sixth Report from the Church 
Estates Commissioners, for the year pre- 
ceding Ist March, 1907; Presented (by 
Y 
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command), and ordered to lie on the! L. Belper. L. Macnaghten. 
Table. L. Brougham and _—_—L.. Newton. 
COMMITTEE OF SELECTION FOR THE 7 ou. gnerets 
oSPANDING Ct )MMITTEE, . L. Kinnaird. L. Burghclere. 
: zi : : L. Lawrence. L. James. 
Report from, That the Committee have { (Castletown. L. Heneage. 
nominated the following Lords to serve} Wolverton. L. tadiow. 
on the Standing Committee— L. Sandhurst. L. Newlands. 
L. Archbp. of KE. Ancaster. L. Ampthill. L. Avebury. 
Canterbury. E. Halsbury. L. Reay. L. Alverstone. 
L. Chancellor. E. Plymouth. L. Tweedmouth. L. Shuttleworth. 
L. Archbp. of York. L. Monk Bretton. L. Waleran. 
V. Falkland. L. Herries. L. Knaresborough. 
E. Crewe. V. Hutchinson. L. Monkswell. L. Desborough. 
(L. President.) (E. Donoughmore.) | L, Ashbourne. L. Weardale. 
V. Cross. L. Montagu of L. Haversham. 
M. Ripon. V. Knutsford. Beaulieu. 
(L. Privy Seal.) — V. Liandaff. : = 
V. Ridley. Read, and ordered to lie on the Table, 
D. Bedford. V. Churchill. shea 
D. Devonshire. V. Selby. 
D. Northumberland. V. St. Aldwyn. COMPANIES (DEBENTURES AND DEBEN.- 
’ TURE STOCK) BILL [ut] 
M. Winchester. L. Bp. London. [Second READING.] 
M. Lansdowne. L. Bp. Hereford. : 
M. Salisbury. L. Bp. Southwark. ee a San ay Se Ge Coos 
M. Bath. — Reading read. 
: gow. . Hastings. 
sirceieeia “cat Lorp AVEBURY : My Lords, I have 
E. Liverpool. oer presented petitions in favour of this Bill 


(L. Steward.) 
E. Derby. 
E. Denbigh. 
EK. Stamford. 
). Chesterfield. 
E. Jersey. 
E. Lauderdale. 
E. Carnwath. 
E. Waldegrave. 
E. Portsmouth. 
E. Clarendon. 
E. Cadogan. 
{. Malmesbury. 
. Westmeath. 
. Craven. 
. Onslow. 
- Beauchamp. 
. Stradbroke. 
Vane 


le] 


bet bet bet bt bt oe 


L 


L 


L. 


L 
L 
L 
L 


L 
L 
L 
L 


Haryngworth. 
. Clifford of 
Chudleigh. 

. Barnard. 
Saltoun. 

. Balfour. 

. Monson. 

. Kenyon. 

. StewartofGarlies. 
(E. Galloway.) 
. Ribblesdale. 

. Harris 

. Colchester. 

. Ranfurly. 


(E. Ranfurly.) 


L. Rosebery. 


(E. Rosebery.) 


L. Kilmarnock. 


(EZ. Errol.) 


(M. Londonderry.) L. Poltimore. 
L. Denman. 
L. Oranmore and 


E. Cawdor. 

E. Camperdown. 
E. Lichfield. 

E. Yarborough. 
E. Russell. 

E. Dartrey. 

E. Faversham. 
E. Lytton. 


Browne. 


L. Kintore. 


(EZ. Kintore.) 


L. Elgin. 


(E. Elgin and 
Kincardine.) 


trouble your Lordships. 


signed by the Central Association of 
Bankers, which comprises practically all 
the English bankers, both London and 
country, and though I cannot speak so 
positively as regards the Scottish and 
Irish banks, I know that some, and I 
believe the whole, are also in its favour. 
Other petitions are from the Committee 
of the Stock Exchange, from the London 
Chamber of Commerce, from the lead- 
ing Insurance Companies, from Messrs. 
Baring, Rothschild, and other leading 
merchants, from the Institute of Char- 
tered Accountants, and the Institute of 
Directors. The object is to carry out the 
recommendations of the strong Depart- 


‘mental Committee appointed by the 


Board of Trade to consider the position 
of the law relating to Joint Stock Com- 


| panies. 


There are several minor provisions as 
regards debentures with which, at any 
rate at this stage, I do not think I need 
But the most 
important and the really urgent question 
has arisen in consequence of a decision 
given in the Law Courts last spring. 
That decision was, I presume, quite 
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correct ; but it was entirely in opposition 
to what we had all supposed to have been 
the law. It had always been assumed 
that if a Company had a right to issue, 
say, £1,000,0600 in debentures, they 
might, if they had a surplus of funds, pay 
off some of them, and re-issue them when 
they could employ the money in their 
business, always provided that the legal 
maximum was not exceeded. This, in 
fact, was frequently done, and many Com- 
panies kept a balance of debentures or 
debenture stock in hand as a convenient 
security on which they could borrow 
from time to time from their bankers or 
an insurance company. 


It has now been held, however, that 
debentures so purchased or redeemed are 
ipso facto cancelled and cannot be re- 
issued, and that those which have been 
so re-issued are no better than waste 
paper. This is a serious position for the 
Companies, and still more for the public, 
because no one who holds debentures or 
debenture stock can tell in such cases 
whether his security is good or bad; 
and no doubt the position would have 
considerably affected the value of deben- 
tures and debenture stock, if it had not 
been assumed by all concerned that Par- 
liament would certainly alter the law so 
as to conform to what we had all assumed 
that it was, and what we think it ought 
to be. The Committee of the Board of 
Trade unanimously recommended that 
this should be done, and the Bill carries 
out their recommendation. So far as I 
know, there is absolutely no opposition 
to the Bill. It is really urgently re- 
quired, and I hope your Lordships will 
give it a Second Reading. 


Moved, That the Bill be now read 2*.— 
(Lord Avebury.) 


Tue Eart or GRANARD: My Lords, 
I am sure noble Lords on both sides of 
the House will agree that there is some 
necessity for a change in company law. 
His Majesty’s Government have no in- 
tention of opposing the Second Reading 
of this Bill; and it may interest your 
Lordships to know that the Government | 
propose next week to introduce into your 
Lordships’ House a Bill dealing with this 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
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subject, and covering most, if not all, of 
the points dealt with by the noble Lord. 


Lorp AVEBURY: My Lords, I am 
very glad indeed to hear from the noble 
Earl who has just sat down that the 
Government intend to introduce a general 
measure. There are, no doubt, other 
points in company law to which attention 
has been called by the Departmental 
Committee, and which it is very desirable 
should be dealt with. This is, however, a 
modest Bill, dealing only with one part 
of the subject, and which it may be 
easier to pass than a larger measure. I 
am, therefore, glad to hear that the 
Government offer no opposition to the 
Second Reading. 


*THe LORD PRESIDENT or THE 
COUNCIL (The Earl of Crewe): My 
Lords, I think it would be for the con- 
venience of the House, if this Bill is now 
read a second time, that it should not be 
proceeded with until your Lordships 
have had an opportunity of seeing the 
Government Bill. The noble Lord may 
then wish to propose certain Amendments. 
He may think that some of his points are 
better than our points; if so, of course 
he could propose to include them in the 
larger measure. But I think it would 
be a pity to proceed any further with this 
Bill until the House has had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the Government Bill. 


Lorp AVEBURY: I will wait and 
confer with my noble friend on the sub- 
ject before proceeding further with the 
Bill. 


On Question, Bill read 2* (according 
to order), and committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House. 


STATES CONSTITUTION 
BILL [1.1.]. 


AUSTRALIAN 


Read 3* (according to order), and 
passed, and sent to the Commons. 


House * adjourned at twenty 
minutes before Five o'clock, 
till To-morrow, half-past Ten 
o'clock. 


Y2 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, 5th March, 1907. 


The House met at a quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE BILLS (STANDING ORDER 
62 COMPLIED WITH). 


SPEAKER laid the 


Mr. upon Table 
Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bill, referred on the 
First Reading thereof, Standing Order 
62 has been complied with, viz.:— 
London Port and Docks Bill. 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second 
time. 
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on the Condition that Clause 18 is modi- 
fied, so as to apply only to the intended 
railways, and to those companies con- 
cerned whose shareholders approve there- 
of :—That the Committee on the Bill do 
report how far such Order has been 
complied with.” 


“That, in the case of the Boston Spa 


'Gas, Petition for Bill, the Standing 


Orders ought to be dispensed with :— 


| That the parties be permitted to proceed 
with their Bill.” 


Report from one of the Examiners of | 


“That, in the case of the Burnley 
Corporation, Petition for leave to deposit 
a Petition for the Bill, the Standing Orders 


|} ought to be dispensed with :—That the 


parties be permitted to deposit their 


| Petition for a Bill.” 


PRIVATE BILL PETITIONS (STANDING | 


ORDERS NOT COMPLIED WITH). 


Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table | 
Report from one of the Examiners of | 


Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the Petition for the following 
Bill, the Standing Orders have not been 


“ That in the case of the Great Northern 
and City Railway Bill, Petition for dis- 
pensing with Standing Order 128 in the 
case of the Petition of ‘ Milner’s Safe 
Company, against the Bill, the said 
Standing Order ought to be dispensed 


| with.” 


complied with, viz.:—London County | 


Council (Tramways and Improvements). 


Ordered, That the Report be referred 
to the Select Committee on Standing 
Orders. 


Gas Companies (Removal of Sulphur 
Restrictions) Bill; Mitcham and Wimble- 
don District Gas Bill; Swansea Harbour 
Bill (by Order); Neath, Pontardawe 
and Brynaman Railway Bill (by Order). 
Read a second time, and committed. 


Standing Orders.—Ordered, That Mr. 
Crombie be discharged from the Select 
Committee on Standing Orders and that 


Mr. Eugene Wason be added.—(Mr. 
Ellis.) 
Standing Orders.— Resolutions _ re- 


ported from the Select Committee : 


** That, in the case of the Alexandra 
(Newport and South Wales) Docks and 


“That, in the case of the London 
County Council (General Powers) Bill, 
Petition for dispensing wih Standing 


| Order 128 in the case of the Petition of 


‘Walter Clarkson,’ against the Bill, the 


‘said Standing Order ought to be dis- 
pensed with.” 


“That, in the case of the Alexandra 
(Newport and South Wales) Docks and 
Railway (General Powers) Bill, Petition 
for dispensing with Standing Order 128 
in the case of the Petition of ‘ National 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland,’ against the Bill, the 
said Standing Order ought to be dis- 
pensed with.” 


** That, in the case of the Barry Railway 
Bill, Petition for dispensing with Standing 
Order 128 in the case of the Petition of 
‘National Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 


‘of Great Britain and Ireland,’ against the 


Railway (General Powers), Petition for | 


Bill, the Standing Orders ought to be 


dispensed with:—That the parties be. 


permitted to proceed with their Bill, | 


Bill, the said Standing Order ought to be 
dispensed with.” 


“ That, in the case of the Cardiff Rail- 
way Bill, Petition for dispensing with 
Standing Order 128 in the case of the 
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Petition of ‘ National Sailors’ and Fire- 
men’s Union of Great Britain and Ire- 
land,’ against the Bill, the said Standing 
Order ought to be dispensed with.” 


“ That, in the case of the Mersey Docks 
and Harbour Board Bill, Petition for 


dispensing with Standing Order 128 in| 


the case of the Petition of ‘ National 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland,’ against the Bill, the 


said Standing Order ought to be dis- | 


pensed with.” 


“That in the case of the Port Talbot 


Railway and Docks Bill, Petition for | 
dispensing with Standing Order 128 in | 


the case of the Petition of ‘ National 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland,’ against the Bill, the 
said Standing Order ought to be dis- 
pensed with.” 


“That, in the case of the Taff Vale 
Railway Bill, Petition for dispensing with 
Standing Order 128 in the case of the 
Petition of ‘ National Sailors’ and Fire- 
men’s Union of Great Britain and Ireland,’ 
against the Bill, the said Standing Order 
ought to be dispensed with.” 


“That, in the case of the Bristol Cor- 
poration Bill, Petition for dispensing with 
Standing Order 128 in the case of the 
Petition of ‘ National Sailors’ and Fire- 
men’s Union of Great Britain and Ireland,’ 
against the Bill, the said Standing Order 
ought to be dispensed with.” 


Resolutions agreed to. 


SELECTION (PRIVATE LEGISLATION 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1899) 
(COMMISSIONERS). 

Sir Witt1am Brampron GURDON re- 
ported from the Committee of Selection ; 
That, in pursuance of the provisions of The 
Private Legislation Procedure (Scotland) 
Act, 1899, they had selected the following 
Fifteen Members to form the Parlia- 
mentary Panel of Members of this House 
to act as Commissioners : Mr. M’Crae, Sir 
John Tuke, Mr. Levy, Mr. Weir, Mr. 
Findlay, Mr. Lamont, Mr. Ainsworth, Mr. 
John Dewar, Mr. John Deans Hope, Mr. 
Wilkie, Mr. Bell, Major Anstruther-Gray, 
Mr. Ernest Gardner, Viscount Dalrymple, 
and Mr. M’Callum. 

Report to lie upon the Table. 
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| COAL MINES (EIGHT HOURS) BILL. 

| Petitions in favour; From Bullgill ; 
| Broughton Moor; Buckhill ; Camerton ; 
|Clowne; Gillhead; Seymour; and, 
| Stanley Common Collieries ; to lie upon 
the Table. 


SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS 
ON SUNDAY. 


Two Petitions from Northampton, for 
prohibition ; to lie upon the Table. 


tETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 
(TRIAL OF ELECTION PETITIONS, 
1906-7). 
Return [presented 4th March] to be 
printed. [No. 65.] 


CIVIL SERVICES AND REVENUE DE- 


PARTMENTS, 1907-8 (VOTE ON 
ACCOUNT). 
Estimate presented,—showing the 


several Services for which a Vote on 
Account is required for the year ending 
31st March, 1908 [by Command]; Re- 
ferred to the Committee of Supply, and 
to be printed. [No. 64.] 


NAVY (DOCKYARD EXPENSE 
ACCOUNTS, 1905-6). 

Annual Accounts presented,—for 1905- 
6 of Shipbuilding and Dockyard Trans- 
actions, etc., with Report of the Comp- 
troller and Auditor-General thereon [by 
Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 66.] 


NAVY (VICTUALLING YARD 
MANUFACTURING ACCOUNTS, 1905-6). 
Annual Accounts presented,—of the 

Cost of Manufacturing Provisions, Vic- 
tualling Stores, etc., at the Home Vic- 
tualling Yards and Malta Yard for 1905- 
6, with the Report of the Comptroller and 
Auditor-General thereon [by Act] ; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. 
67.] 


CHURCH ESTATES COMMISSION. 
Copy presented, of Fifty-sixth Report 
from the Church Estates Commissioners 
for the year preceding Ist March, 1907 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 








607 
RATHMINES AND RATHGAR URBAN 
DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


Questions. 


Return presented, relative thereto 
[ordered Ist March ; Mr. John O’Connor] ; 
to lie upon the Table. 


NAVAL WORKS. 


Copy presented, of Memorandum show- 
ing Progress and Expenditure, etc., on 
[tems included in the Naval Works Act 
[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


NAVAL WORKS. 


Copy presented, of Statement showing 
the total estimated Cost of each Work as 
shown in The Naval Works Act, 1905, and 
as subsequently revised, the estimated 
Expenditure thereon during 1907-8 and 
1908-9, and the expected date of Com- 
pletion [by Command]; to lie upon the 


Table. 


NATIONAL GALLERY (REPORT). 
Copy ordered, “of Report of the 
Trustees of the National Gallery for the 
year 1906, with Appendices.”—(Mr. 
Runciman.) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Delay in Erection of Labourers Cottages 
at Ballymoney. 

Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland 
under the Labourers Act, 1906, cottages 
in the Ballymoney rural district in respect 
of which schemes were approved and 
loans sanctioned in the spring of 1906, 
but which were not built up to Ist 
November, will receive no capitation 
grant under the Act, and, subject to the 
share of the district in the sum of £392 
granted to the whole county, will have 
to be paid for out of the rates at the old 
rate of £4 17s. 9d. per cent. ; and whether 
the Government has at any time received 
any representation against this state of 
affairs on behalf of the inhabitants of the 
rural district. 
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(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) Loans 
were sanctioned in the spring of 1905, 
| not 1906, for the erection of 114 cottages 
‘in this district, and all but six of these 


cottages were completed before Ist 
November last. The district council, 


therefore, are responsible for the fact 
that the Exchequer contribution is not 
payable in respect of these six cottages, 
or the completion of which before 1st 
November there appears to have been 
ample time. There is no record of the 
receipt of any representation such as is 
mentioned in the Question. 


Mr. MOORE: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
if he is aware that the rates for the Bally- 
money rural district for the year 1907-8 
have been raised by 2d. in the pound for 
labourers cottages owing to the effect 
of the Labourers Act, 1906, and that, in 
addition to this, over 300 applications 
for cottages are now before the rural 
Council, and will he say what was 
received by the rural council for labourers 
cottages from the Exchequer grant in 
the financial year ending prior to the 
Labourers Act, 1906, and what will be 
the corresponding amount in the present 
year. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Local 
Government Board are aware that a 
statement to the effect mentioned in the 
first part of the Question was made at 
| the last meeting of the Antrim County 
Council. Applications for 259 cottages 
have been made to the Ballymoney Rural 
District Council. The amount received 
, by the council in the financial year 
ending March, 1906, was £661; the 
amount forthe present year will be £150, 
approximately. It is to be remembered 
‘that this council was able to provide 
before Ist November last 108 cottages 
| at very little expense to the rates, anda 
‘rate of 2d. in the £ cannot be regarded 
as excessive having regard to the fact 
that the Acts allow a rate of Is. and, in 
As regards 


exceptional cases, Is. 3d. 
the new applications, the local_autho- 
rity have the very considerable advan- 
tage afforded by the reduced terms for 
loans under the new Act, and by the 
payment by the Government of,36 per 
cent. of the annual charge on such loans. 
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609 Questions. 


Restoration of Evicted Tenants in South 
Wexford. 


Mr. FFRENCH (Wexford, 8.) : Toask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that dissatisfaction prevails in South 
Wexford owing to the fact that the 
evicted tenants are not being restored 
to their homes; and whether, as the 
season for putting in the crops is at 
hand, anything can be done to hasten 
their restoration; can he say if the 
Estates Commissioners have made any 
progress with reference to the Boxwell 
tenants, the Coolroe tenants, and the 
Sigginshageard tenants. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Es- 
tates Commissioners are anxious to deal 
with the cases of evicted tenants in county 
Wexford as soon as possible. In the case 
of the Boxwell estate eighteen applica- 
tions for reinstatement have been received 
and the Commissioners have referred 
them to an inspector for investigation. 
Three applications from the Coolroe 
estate have been lodged. The owner of 
this estate has offered it for sale to the 
Commissioners, who will have it  in- 
spected as soon as possible. In the case 
of the third estate mentioned, two 
applications have been received and 
investigated. The Commissioners un- 
stand that the reinstatement of the 
applicants by the landlord will depend 
upon his coming to terms of sale with his 
tenants generally. 


Delay in Sale of Major Hall's Estate near 
thenry. 


Mr. DUFFY (Galway, 8.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware that 
agreements to purchase their holdings 
have been signed and filed with the 
Estates Commissioners in connection 
with the estate of Major H. T. Hall, near 
Athenry, for a considerable length of 
time past; and will he explain why, 
after a requisition being served on the 
Commissioners by the landlord to inspect 
the grazing lands on the same property, 
with a view to sale, no steps have been 
taken since October last to expedite or 
see the sale through. 
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(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Es- 
tates Commissioners will deal with this 
estate in its proper order of priority. 
The Commissioners had a preliminary 
inspection made of 417 acres of un- 
tenanted land on the estate, and made a 
provisional offer for its purchase in 
October last, but the negotiations have 
been suspended until the Commissioners 
shall be in a position to make an offer 
for the remainder of the property. The 
Commissioners will have the entire estate 
inspected in due course, but this cannot 
be for some time, having regard to the 
claims of prior cases to be dealt with. 


Application under the Labourers Acts in 
Country Antrim. 

Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, S.) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he will state 
how many applications under the 
Labourers’ Acts have been received by 
the several rural districts in the county 
of Antrim and were pending on Ist 
February, 1907; and what was the-cor- 
responding number on Ist February, 
1906, before the Exchequer grant of 
£2,400 per annum was reduced. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The num- 





ber of cottages applied for in county 
| Antrim up to Ist February, 1907, was 
| upwards of 1,000. The Local Govern- 
/ment Board have no particulars of the 
/number of applications pending at the 
corresponding period of last year. 


Increase of Rates in the Aghalee Rural 
District. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
| of Ireland if his attention has been called 
to the fact that the reduction of the 
Exchequer grant for the purposes of the 
Labourers Acts to county Antrim from 
£2,400 to £392, under the Labourers 
Act of last session, has involved an in- 
crease in the rates for the Aghalee rural 
district in respect of cottages built before 
the Act; and what steps he proposes to 
take. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Local 
Government Board have no information 
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that the circumstance mentioned has 
involved an increase in the rates in the 
district referred to. According to the 
mover of the estimates of the rates, there 
will be practically no change in the rates. 
No action in the matter seems to be 
necessary. 


(Juestions. 


The New Irish Judgeship and Rate- 

payers in County Antrim. 

Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland what steps he will take in 
fulfilment of the pledge that the 
Labourers Act will not suffer by the 
appointment of the new judge; and if 
part of the £3,500 to be paid in lieu 
thereof will be applied to remedy the 
hardship on the labourers and ratepayers 
in county Antrim for the year 1906-7 
brought about by the Labourers (Ire- 
land) Act, 1906. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I propose 


to-morrow to introduce a Bill providing | 


for the abolition of the next two judge- 
ships of the King’s Bench Division which 
shall become vacant after the Ist instant. 


No hardship has been inflicted on the | 
county | 


The | 


labourers and ratepayers of 
Antrim by the Act of last year. 
county is now on precisely the same foot- 
ing as the other counties of Ireland, 
whereas under the former system it 
received an undue advantage. 


Exchequer Grants to County Down in 
respect of Labourers’ Cottages. 


Capratn CRAIG (Down, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland what was the amount 
of the Exchequer grant made to the 
county Down in respect of labourers 
cottages in the year ending 1906; and 
what is the amount which will be avail- 
able in the year 1907-8 from the same 


source by reason of the passing of the 


Labourers Act of 1906. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) 


chequer grant for labourers cottages 
are given in the tables set forth at pages 


293 to 500 of the Report of the Local | 


Government Board for the vear ending 
31st March, 1906. The calculations in 
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| respect of the current financial year are 
| not yet completed. 


Petition of Portsmouth Postmen re 
Dining Club. 
| Mr. BRAMSDON (Portsmouth): To 
‘ask the Postmaster-General whether 
| he is aware that the postmen at Ports- 
mouth submitted a petition on the ques- 
| tion of the dining club to the surveyor on 
| the 18th January last, and that, despite 
an application for a reply, the petition 
| has not been acknowledged ; and whether 
| he proposes to take any action in the 
| matter. 
| 
| 


| 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buzton.) 
| The petition of the 18th January was 
‘duly forwarded by the yostmaster to 
_the surveyor, but through inadvertence 
/was not acknowledged by the latter. 
|A request for a reply to the petition 
| was made on the 14th ultimo, and was 
answered by the postmaster to the effect 
that he was awaiting a reply from the 
|surveyor. In the meantime the petition 
‘had been considered and an answer 
was given on the 28th of February. 


Prices of English Barley. 
Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, S.): To 
| ask the hon. Member for South Somerset, 
_as representing the President of the Board 
of Agriculture, whether he can give the 
quantities and prices of barley sold at the 
undermentioned markets in the months 
of October, November, and December 
last: Bishop’s Stortford, Chelmsford, 
York, Darlington, Norwich, and Cam- 
bridge; and whether he can state the 
quantities and prices of barley sold in 
the said months in two or three other 
large barley markets of England and 
Scotland, and the prices brewers and 
distillers of pot-still whiskey have been 
paying for malt during the same period. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
The following table gives the prices 
and quantities of barley sold at the 
towns mentioned, as returned to the 
Board under the Corn Returns Act, 
1882. The three other towns included 
‘in the table are those at which, next to 
| Norwich, the largest quantity of barley 
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was returned as purchased in 1906. 
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to Scotland. We have no information 


The Corn Returns Act does not apply ! as to the prices of malt. 





October (4 weeks). 














Town. 

Quantity. — 

Qrs. Bush.| s. d. 
Bishop’s Stortford 18,018 5 | 25 10 
Chelmsford - ' 16,888 6 | 25 4 
York - - - | 6,709 1 | 22 10 
Darlington - - 5,240 5 | 21 10 
Norwich - - | 81,795 2) 25. 1 
Cambridge - - | 19,907 3]; 25 2 
Lincoin - - 64,694 3 | 24 11 
Bury St. Edmund’s 32,386 2 | 26 1 
Berwick - - | 22,551 4/22 1 


November (4 weeks). | December (5 weeks). 


: Averag , Average 
Quantity. tg Quantity. Price. 
Qrs. Bush. s. d. Qrs. Bush sd. 
18,395 1 | 25 2 | 16,955 25 1 


bo 
rae 
— 
—_ 


9,926 6 | : 


bo 
to 
Ot 
Or 
Lo 
w 
_ 
-~J 
bo 
bo 
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5,295 1 | 
4,595 0 21 6 


59,941 5 | 24 7 66,449 2 24 3 
12,680 2:24 0 8028 7 | 23 10 
42,014 3/2311 54,335 3 23 5 
-28,617 0} 2410 29,968 1 24 7 
17,561 1: 22 4) 19,962 7 | 22 3 





The Colonial Conference and Treatment of | 
British Indians in the Colonies. 


Sirk WILLIAM BULL (Hammersmith) : | 


To ask the Secretary of State for India 


if the Government proposes that the | 


status and treatment of His Majesty’s 
Indian subjects in the Colonies — shall 
receive due consideration at the approach- 
ing Imperial Conference. 

(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
The Conference is a conference with 
self-governing Colonies. The principle 
on which the agenda were drawn up 
gives priority to subjects that a majority 
of the Governments taking part have 
intimated their desire to discuss. The 
subject to which the hon. Member refers 
is not included ; but should opportunity 
offer and time permit I would propose 
to invite the Conference to consider it. 


North Sea Fisheries Investigation. 
Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : 


| 


next, will he state whether the investiga- 
tions by Foreign Governments will be 
continued until that date; and will he 
name the Powers participating in the 
investigations, and the amount which 


‘they have respectively expended in these 


international inquiries up to the present 
time. 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
Grey.) Germany, Sweden, Denmark, 
and Norway have expressed their willing- 
ness to continue the investigations, and 
the amount of their contributions to the 
joint expenses will be found at page 41 
of Command Paper 2966 of 1906. But, 
in addition, each country has spent 
considerable sums on steamers and 
laboratories, etc., maintained in connec- 


| tion with the inquiry. 


To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign | 


Affairs, in view of the fact that His 
Majesty’s Government intend to continue 
the North Sea Fisheries investigations | 


Administration of Law and Justices in 
Scotland—Salaries, Expenses and 
Pensions. 

Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.): To 
ask the Secretary for Scotland, if he w ill 
state, in respect of the current or latest 
vear for which Parliament has made 


for another year from the 22nd July | financial provision, the number of persons 
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of all grades in receipt of salaries, pensions, 
and expenses respectively in respect of 
the administration of law and justice in 
Scotland, with the aggregate amounts of 
their salaries, pensions, and expenses ; 
and the number of persons of all grades 
in all other departments of the civil public 
service of Scotland, with the aggregate 
amounts of their salaries, pensions, and 
expenses respectively provided by Parlia- 
ment. 


(Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) I am not 
satisfied that I should be justified in 
having this information collected at the 
public expense, and I must point out that 
several other Departments than those 
for which the Secretary for Scotland is 
responsible are concerned. The hon. 
Member will find most of the particulars 


that he desires in the Civil Service 
Estimates and the Appropriation 
Accounts. 


Pensions of Government Servants— Case 
of William King. 

Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich): To ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury, whether 
his Department can make at an early 
date a Report as to the desirability of 
some alteration in the method of treating 
old servants of the State, as reported 
in the case of William King, who has 
served forty-seven years and eight months 
under the Admiralty and War Office, yet, 
in consequence of his divided service, he 
was denied a pension. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
This man was not refused a pension 
because of any question of any services 
divided between two departments, but 
because his service as a hammerman in 
Woolwich Dockyard was not a pension- 
able service. He was, however, granted 
a gratuity of £61 5s. 


Premium Bonus System in Mechanical 
Department, Woolwich Dockyard. 


Mr. CROOKS: To ask the Secretary 
to the Admiralty whether the premium 
bonus system has been introduced into 
the Roval Dockyard, Woolwich, Mechani- 
cal Department, contrary to the trade 
union rules and conditions under which 
private firms employ scientific instrument 
makers. 
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(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 


The premium bonus system is already 
in force in the shell factory of the Royal 
Laboratory and in the baling section of 
the Royal Army Clothing Department, 
and is found to work satisfactorily. It 
is intended to introduce this system into 
the instrument repairing shop in the 
Royal Dockyard, Woolwich, for trial, 
as it is considered that such a system 
will be to the advantage of the men. 


Questions. 


Employment of Casual Sorters in Eastern 
District Post Office. 


Mr. STEADMAN (Finsbury, Central) : 
To ask the Postmaster-General whether 
he is aware that on 27th December, 1906, 
five full-time casual sorters were intro- 
duced at the Eastern District Post Office; 
and whether, in view of his statement 
on 27th March last that che number of 
casuals is gradually being reduced, he 
will say whether this addition is in 
accordance with his instructions; and, 
if he will take the necessary steps to 
prevent a further increase. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buczton.: 
The five men in question were employed 
in connection with the transfer of certain 
work from the Mount Pleasant Parcel 
Depot to the Eastern District Office. 
The arrangement, so far as the employ- 
ment of these men is concerned, is a 
temporary one, and will cease as soon asa 
permanent revision, which is now under 
consideration, is sanctioned. 


Proposed Works in the Upper Mersey. 

Str J. BRUNNER (Cheshire, North- 
wich) : To ask the President of the Board 
of Trade on what date did the 
Commissioners for the Conservancy of 
the River Mersey give their consent to 
the works named in the Notice in the 
Gazette of the 22nd January ; whether 
the traders interested in, and the riparian 
owners on, the Upper Mersey were in- 
formed of the intention to execute the 
works named before consent was given : 
and whether, before giving consent 
the Commissioners took steps to assure 
themselves that the works would inflict 
no injury upon such traders and owners, 
and, if so, what steps. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
consent of the Mersey Conservancy 
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Commissioners has not yet been given | from the Government of India as to the 
to the works referred to by the hon.| desirability of allowing officers on com- 
Member, which are proposed to be under- | bined leave in this country to draw 
taken by the Mersey Docks and Harbour | their privilege leave pay at the Home 





Board to prevent the present navigable and, if so, what decision 
channel between Liverpool and the sea 
becoming more difficult for navigation. 
No objections to the proposed works 
have been received by the Conservancy 
from the traders of the Upper Mersey 
or others interested in the navigation of 
the river, and they do not anticipate that 
any injury will result from the works. 


Local Printing of Factory Forms, 
Mr. HILLS (Durham) : 


Form No. 13 (Notice of Accidents) being 
printed in London and Edinburgh, and 
refuse to allow it to be printed locally 
in the mining districts, whereby expense 
and inconvenience is caused to those 
districts and loss to the printers therein. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
Under the Notice of Accidents Act of last 
session, notices of accidents in mines 
have now to be sent on a form prescribed 
by the Secretary of State. This form has 
been printed officially by the Stationery 
Office, and is supplied at a low rate by 
the sale agents for official publications 
in London and the provinces. The 
reason why permission has not been 
granted to local printers to reprint the 
form is that great inconvenience has been 
caused in the past by local reprints of 
official forms; forms, for example, 
continuing to be issued and used after 
they had been amended or superseded 
by other forms. I am not aware that 
any inconvenience is caused by the new 
arrangement, supplies of the official 
forms can be ordered from the sale agents 
either directly or through any local 
bookseller, and I may take the oppor- 
tunity of saying that steps have been 
taken to meet the wishes of owners 


desiring to have the forms supplied in | 


duplicate in book form. 


Drawing of Privilege Pay at Home Trea- 


sury by Indian Officials on Combined 


Leave. 


Sir SEYMOUR KING (Hall, Central) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for India 
Whether he has yet received a reply 


To ask the | 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- | 
ment -why the Home Office insist on | 


Treasury ; 
te been come to. 

| (Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
| The Government of India have recom- 
| mended that officers on combined leave 
| under the civil leave rules shall have 
ithe option of drawing their privilege 
/pay at the Home Treasury. I have 
| decided to adopt this recommendation. 


| Administration of Law and Justice in 
Ireland- Salaries, Expenses, and Pen- 
sions. 
Mr. GINNELL: To ask the Chief 
|Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant fof 
| Ireland if he will state, in respect of the 
‘current or latest year for which Parlia- 
|ment has made financial provision, the 
| number of persons of all grades jin 
|receipt of salaries, pensions, and ex- 
| penses respectively, in respect of the 
administration of law and justice in 
| Ireland, with the aggregate amounts 
| of their salaries, pensions, and expenses ; 
'and the number of persons of all grades 
‘in all the other departments of the civil 


| public service of Ireland, with the 
aggregate amounts of their salaries, 


| 
| pensions, and expenses respectively, pro- 
| vided by Parliament. 


| (Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I beg to 
‘refer the hon. Member to the Annual 
Estimates and Appropriation Accounts, 
‘in which he will find a great deal of the 
‘information asked for. The particulars 
‘could not, in any case, be condensed. 
| within the limits of an Answer, and to 
| prepare a Return on the subject would 
| be a very lengthy task, involving much 
labour and considerable expense. I do 
| not think I should be justified in consent- 
‘ing to give such a Return. 


{Trish Rural Councils benefiting unaer 
| Section 18 of the Labourers Act 1906. 

| Mr. GINNELL: To ask the {Chief 
| Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant if 
| Ireland will he grant, if moved for, a 
| Return of the rural district councils 
\in Ireland, showing the amount by 
| which each council has benefited under 
Section 18 of the Labourers Act, 1906, 
the amount which it is entitled to borrow 
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after that benefit under Section 17 of | 
the Labourers Act, 1883, and the amount | 
by'which that limit may be exceeded | 


under Section 12 of the Labourers Act, | 
1906. 


Questions. 


| 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The caleu- | 
lations as to the shares of the several | 
districts in the residue of the Exchequer 
contribution, in accordance with Section 
18 of the Act of 1906, are at present | 
being made, and the amounts will be 
made known in due course. Parliamen- 
tary Return, No. 194, of last session, 
as to labourers cottages, gives, in column 
6, the amount required to be raised 
annually in each rural district for the 
repayment of loans sanctioned, and 
in Column 7 the amount which could 
be raised annually by the maximum 
rate of Is. in the £, allowed by Section 
17 of the Act of 1883. This latter amount 
would, under Section 12 of the Act of 
1906, be increased by one-fourth in any 
case in which the rating limit may be 
extended to Is. 3d. in the pound. I 
think these particulars will be sufficient 
for the hon. Member’s purpose. The 
staffs of the district councils and the 
Local Government Board are at present 
very severely taxed in connection with 
the new schemes for labourers cottages 
which are being prepared, and the 
preparation of lengthy Returns at this 
juncture would proportionately delay the 
operations of the new Act. 


Outstanding Appeals in the Land 
Commissioners Court. 


Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland what were the 
number of appeals outstanding in the 
Court of the Land Commission on the 
Ist of January, 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906, 
and%1907 respectively. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) 


Ist January, 1903 - - 13,337 
1904 - - 14,420 
ie = 1905 - - 14,071 
m9 sy 1906 - - 11,249 
1907 - - 7,570 


Marine Works in Ireland. 
Mr. MOONEY (Newry): To ask the 
Chiefj Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he can state the number 


{COMMONS} 


620 


of cases, during the year ending the 31st 
December, 1906, in which schemes in 
connection with marine works in Ireland, 
approved by the local authorities and 


Questions. 


‘the Board of Agriculture and Technical 
| Instruction, Ireland, have been hampered 


and delayed by legal difficulties arising 
out of the limit placed by Law on the 
amount that can be raised by county 
councils in respect of new works. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) 1 am aware 
of but two cases that come within the 
terms of this Question, viz.: the cases 
of Kinvara, county Galway, and Balla- 
ghaline, county Clare, both of which 
have been the subject of recent Questions 
in Parliament. 


To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he can state the number of 
schemes in connection with the construc- 
tion and improvement of marine works 
in Ireland for which applications for 
grants were made to the Board of Agr- 
culture and Technical Instruction, Ire- 
land, for the period since the last-issued 
Report of that body to the 31st December, 
1906; and can he give the names of 
such places, the number of such schemes 
sanctioned, the number completed, the 
number started but not completed, with 
reasons for delay in the last instance. 


Mr. MOONEY : 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) It is 
difficult to give categorical replies to the 
Questions as put, but the following will 
probably afford the desired information. 
About eighteen applications were received 
by the Department of Agriculture during 
the period named. Assistance in seven 
of them was promised. One these 
was to contribute to the cost of supporting 


of 


a light at Glandore Harbour. The 
Department contributed. Two related 


to dredging at Courtown and Balbriggan 
Harbours. The Department carried out 
the work at both places, but further 
dredging will be done when opportunity 
offers. In one (Portaferry) the Depart- 
ment lodged their contribution with the 
county authorities, who have charge of 
the work. One (Port Ballintoy) awaits 
the making of arrangements by a local 
committee for a conference with the 
Department’s officer. In one (Wreckport) 
a winch or other such engine has to 
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be provided, and the Department are 
taking steps to procure a suitable one. 
In one (Port Ushet) the Department 
were in a position to promise a contribu- 
tion only very recently. In three cases 
(Seafield, Newtown Creek, and Cushenden) 
local co-operation has not been forth- 
coming up to the present time. In one 
(Sandycove) the local authority was 
requested to state the amount of its 
contribution, but has not done so up to 
the present. In one (Loughshinny) the 
Department had already given financial 
assistance, and the application was for 
further aid which the Department were 
not in a position to give. Another 
application was to clear mud from areas 
at Arthurstown, Duncannon, and Bally- 
hack. The vessel owned by the Depart- 
ment, is, however, a sand dredger, and 
is not suitable for the work. In four cases 
(Barna, Boatstrand, Ballinagoul, and 
Blind Harbour) the fact that practically 
all the Department’s funds which are 
applicable to works of the kind were 
hypothecated prevented co-operation with 
the local authorities. In one of them, 
however (Barna), inspection was promised, 
and this will take place as soon as possible. 
In one case (Fethard) the local authority 
requested that an officer of the Depart- 
ment should confer with them as to what 
had best be done in the interests of the 
local fishermen, and the matter is in 
process of arrangement. 


Irish Evicted Tenants—Case of Fanny 
Brady, of Kilmore. 


Mr. SAMUEL YOUNG (Cavan, E.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the atten- 
tion of the Estates Commissioners has 
been called to the case of Fanny Brady, 


Cumming estate, Kilmore townland, 
Ballyjamesduff, who was evicted in 


1882; whether they are aware that 
thirty-six of the forty-six acres of her 
holding have been let by the trustees to 
three grabbers; whether the Estates 
Commissioners will use their influence 
with the trustees to have her restored to 
the holding on the same terms as the 
grabbers, or at least to such part of it as 
is still derelict ; and, if not, whether steps 
will be taken to provide for her elsewhere. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates | 
from ' 


Commissioners have received 
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Frances Brady an application for rein- 
statement, and have referred the case 
to an inspector for investigation, } but 
have not yet received his Report. In 
the meantime the Commissioners are 
not aware of the facts alleged in the 
Question. 


Surplus on Army Clothing attributable to 
Reduction of Strength of the Army. 
Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, $Rye) : 

To ask the Financial Secretary to the 

War Office what proportion of the surplus 

of £165,900, on supplies and clothing, 

voted during 1906-7, is attributable to 
reductions effected in the strength of the 

Regular forces. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) Approxi- 
mately £130,000. 


Loans to Volunteer Corps for Drill Halls, 
and Rifle Ranges. 

Mr. COURTHOPE: To ask the 
Financial Secretary to the War Office 
if he will lay upon the Table the details 
composing the sum of £439,000 required 
for loans to Volunteer corps, for drill 
halls and rifle ranges. 


Mr. COURTHOPE: To ask the 
Financial Secretary to the War Office if 
he will issue a Statement showing what 
mortgages on Volunteer property are to 
be taken over by the War Office. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) £439,000 
is the sum required to take over 233 
mortgages on Volunteer property, now 
held by the Public Works Loan Com- 
missioners under the Military Lands Act. 
This sum includes £13,000 interest due 
2ist March. The interest on the various 
mortgages is at the rate of from 2? to 
41 per cent. As was stated by my right 
hon. friend on Monday, only the mort- 
gagee is changed, and the mortgagee will 
now be the War Office. The War Office 
will have no more powers than the Public 
Works Commissioners. I do not think 
any useful purpose would be served by 
the presentation of a detailed list of the 
233 mortgages in question, but I shall 
be happy to let the hon. Member see the 
list if he wishes it. 
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Method of Slaughtering Cattle for British | 
Troops in Egypt. 

Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH § (Fer- 
managh, N.): To ask the Secretary of 
State for War whether he is aware that 
the method of slaughtering cattle for the 
use of the British troops in Egypt is a 


(Questions, 


cruel one, causing much unnecessary 
torture to the animals slaughtered, 


particularly to larger animals such as 
cows and oxen ; whether the slaughtering 
is done by contractors for the meat supply 
or their servants, or by persons directly 
in British employment ; and will he call 
for a Report on the subject from the 
General Officer Commanding in Egypt, 
and take any steps necessary to secure 
more humane methods. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
A Report on the subject has already been 
received. The General Officer Command- 
ing in Egypt has made very careful in- 
quiries into the matter, and reports that 
all cattle at Cairo and Alexandria for the 
use of the British troops are slaughtered 
at the Government abattoirs, and under 
the supervision of the Egyptian Govern- 
ment officials, by the servants of the 
contractors. They are slaughtered in 
accordance with Mahomedan law, which 
alone prevails in Egypt. Unconscious- 
ness is instantaneous, and death ensues 
in a few seconds. The system of inspec- 
tion is most careful, and every effort is 
made to ensure the avoidance of cruelty. 


Army Officers engaged on Extra- 
Regimental Employment. 

Str D. BRYNMOR JONES (Swansea 
District): To ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether he can state the number of 
officers in the Regular Army engaged in 
special extra-regimental employment ; 
whether, seeing that there is a shortage 
of officers in that Army, he will consider 
the expediency of recalling some or all 
such officers ; and whether he can state 
the grounds on which the extra-regi- 
mental employment of officers is justified 
or permitted. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
Thirty officers are now engaged on special 
extra-regimental employment, as shown 
on page 68 of the Monthly Army List. 
The cavalry is the only arm of the service 
at present short of officers, and there is 
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only one cavalry officer in special extra- 
‘regimental employment. As regards 
extra-regimental employment generally, 
it is regarded on the one hand as an 
Imperial duty to supply officers for such 
British possessions as require their ser- 
vices, and on the other as a very valuable 
addition to the military education of the 
officers concerned. 


Appointments in South Wales—Alleged 
Preference to Men from North Wales. 


Mer. D. A. THOMAS (Merthyr Tydvil) : 
To ask the Prime Minister, if his attention 
has been called to the dissatisfaction felt 
in South Wales at the practice of Ministers 
of filling important appointments with 
North Wales men only, the population of 
North Wales being less than one-fourth 
that of Wales and Monmouthshire ; 
whether it is the case that, the 
present administration was formed, no 
one of the six important Welsh offices 
carrying salaries of from £800 to £1,500 
per annum that have fallen to the patron- 
age of members of the Government has 
been filled from South Wales ; and can he 
allay the dissatisfaction by an assurance 
that the appointments have not been 
influenced by local preferences, but are 
due solely to the fact that South Wales 
meh of equal merit to those selected were 
not available at the time when the 
appointments were made. 


since 


HH. ( ‘am pbell- 


knowledge of 


(Answered by Sir 
Bannerman.) I have no 
this matter except what can be gathered 
from my hon. friend’s Question. I have 
not heard of the existence of dissatisfac- 
tion in South Wales, nor am I able to say 
from what part of Wales the posts re- 
ferred to by my hon. friend were filled. 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


H.M.S. “ Dreadnought.” 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
why the battleship “ Dreadnought” has 
not been tested at the Lagos manceuvres, 
under Admiral Sir Arthur Wilson ; and 
whether he can state when the Admiralty 
proposes to test her capacity to manceuvre 
with battleships fitted with reciprocating 
engines, such as the ships constituting 
the Channel Fleet. 
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THE SECRETARY to tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. EpMuND Rosertson, Dun- 
dee): The Admiralty have arranged the 
trials of the ‘ Dreadnought” in the 
manner which they consider best caleu- 
lated to test her capabilities. The 
manceuvring powers of the “ Dread- 
nought ” are quite satisfactory, and com- 
pare favourably with those of ships fitted 
with reciprocating engines. 


‘The Truth about the Navy.” 

Mr. BELLAIRS: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Admiralty whether he 
is aware that the Treasury lay down 
that all books bought for ships’ libraries 
must be charged to Class 2, Vote 23, 
Item I, of the Civil Service Estimates ; 
whether Treasury permission was obtained 
to charge the purchase of the pamphlet 
“The Truth about the Navy,” for issue 
to ships’ libraries to the Victualling Vote 
of the Navy ; and, if not, will he explain 
why. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : The 
copies of this pamphlet distributed to the 
fleet were obtained from the Stationery 
Ottice, and I regret that it was incorrectly 
stated in reply to my hon. friend’s ques- 
19th December last that the 


tion on 
expense would be charged to Navy 
Vote 2. 


Mr. BELLAIRS: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Admiralty whether 
the decision to purchase and circulate 
the pamphlet, “The Truth about the 
Navy,” was made by the Board ; whether 
any protests were received from officers 
afloat against the circulation of this litera- 
ture to the lower deck; and whether 
he is aware that the late Commander- 
in-Chief of the Mediterranean ordered 
the ships under his command not to 
issue this book to the ships’ libraries. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : The 
answer to the first part of the Question 
is in the affirmative. As regards the 
second part, it would not be consonant 
with the interests of the service to make 
any statement. As regards the last part 
of the Question I have no information. 


Sailors’ Institutes. 

Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) : I beg to ask the Secretary to 
the Admiralty whether the new Sailors’ 
Institute at Weymouth, which has lately 
been erected at a cost of £10,000, of 
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which sum the Admiralty paid one-half, 
and which was opened by the First Lord 
of the Admiralty on 28th February, is to 
be run on temperance lines; whether he 
is aware that the decision to allow no 
intoxicating liquors to be consumed upon 
the premises was arrived at as the result 
of a plebiscite of the lower deck, taken by 
Admiral Wilson’s orders, in which a 
majority of the men voted in favour of 
the home being conducted on these lines ; 
and whether he will arrange tor consult- 
ing the wishes of the men in a similar 
manner in regard to the management of 
all sailors’ homes and institutions over 
which the Admiralty have any control. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON: The 
management of the Weymouth sailors’ 
home is in the hands of a committee 
composed of officers and men of the 
Channel fleet, with the Mayor of Wey- 
mouth and other representatives of the 
town. The Admiralty have no direct 
control over the management of this 
sailors’ home or of any other sailors’ 
homes or institutes. 


Cumberland Garrison Artillery 
Volunteers. 

Mr. BURNYEAT (Whitehaven): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether he is aware that the guns used 
for drill at Whitehaven by the No. 1 
Company, Ist Cumberland Royal Garrison 
Artillery (Volunteers), consist of one 32- 
pounder smooth-bore muzzle-loading gun, 
42 cwts., date 1848, one 64-pounder 
rifled muzzle-loading gun, 58 ewts. (con- 
verted from a smooth bore in 1870), and 
one 64-pounder rifled muzzle-loading gun, 
71 ewts., date 1868; and, seeing that 
such guns are of no practical use in 
modern warfare, he will state whether 
this is the recognised armament of the 
Royal Garrison Artillery (Volunteers) 
throughout the country, and within what 
time he expects to remedy such a state of 
affairs. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (Mr. HALDANE, Haddington): The 
facts as regards the drill guns of this 
corps at Whitehaven are as stated in the 
Question. The whole question of the 
armament of the Artillery of the new 
territorial forces is being carefully con- 
sidered, but I cannot state at this stage 
when I can hope to have the necessary 
reforms put into operation. 








627 Questions. 
Malta. 
Mr. GIBBS (Bristol, W.): I beg to 

ask the Secretary of State for War when 

he will be in a position to make a state- 
ment as to the appointment of a Civil 

Governor for Malta. 


Mr. HALDANE: I am afraid that I 
cannot forecast the date on which I shall 
be able to give the information alluded 
to in the Question. The post is not 
actually vacant at the present moment. 


Field Artillery Guns. 
Mr. ARTHUR LEE (Hampshire, Fare- 
ham): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
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for War if he will lay upon the Table of 
the House as full information as possible 
with regard to the converted 15-pounder 
field guns with which it is proposed to 
arm the field artillery of the new Terri- 
torial Army, showing, particularly, the 
effective range, muzzle velocity, extent of 
recoil, number of bullets in shrapnel 
shell, and rate of aimed fire per minute 
of the converted gun as compared with 
the quick-firing guns now supplied to the 
regular field artillery of the British, 
| French, and German armies respectively. 


Questions. 


Mr. HALDANE: The Answer is as 
follows— 











British. 
— French, German. 
15 Pr.* Con- . 
verted 18 Pr. 
(1) Effective range (yards) - 5,900 6,200 6,010 5,500 
(2) Muzzle Velocity (feet 1,581 1,590 1,736 1,525 
seconds) 
(3) Extent of Recoil on Car- 3°4 feet 3°4 feet 3°57 feet 3°66 feet 
riage 
(4) Extentof Recoil on ground Nil. Nil. Nil. Nil. 
(5) Number of bullets in 230 364 300 300 
shrapnel | 
(6) Rate of aimed fire per Trials not | 20 | 20 20 


minute 


yet complete | 





* The trials with this equipment are not completed yet. 


The Calcutta Madrasah. 

Dr. HAZEL (West Bromwich) : I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether Dr. E. Denison Ross still holds 
the appointment of principal of the 
Ualeutta Madrasah ; if so, whether the 
services of a competent Oriental scholar 
nave been secured to carry on the duties 


of that office during the absence of Dr. | 
Koss in England on leave ; and what are | 
the | 


the educational qualifications of 
gentleman selected and the reasons for 
his selection. 


THE UNDER-SECRETARY or 
STATE 


roR INDIA (Mr. CHARLES 





| Hopnouse, Bristol, E.): I understand 
that Dr. Denison Ross still holds the 
appointment of principal of the Calcutta 
Madrasah. I do not know what arrange- 
| ments the local Government proposes to 
‘make, in the event of his taking leave, 
| for filling his place temporarily. 


British Tariff Preferences in South 
Africa. 


Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): [| 
‘beg to ask the Under-Necretary of 
| State for the Colonies whether he will lay 
| upon the Table of the House details of 
ithe British tariff preference which is now 
‘in force in South Africa, 
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THE UNDER-SECRETARY or 
STATE For THE COLONIES (Mr. 
CHURCHILL, Manchester, N.W.): I would 
refer the hon. Member to the South 
African Customs Union Convention in 
Cd. 2977. The preferential treatment 
for which provision is there made is 
accorded to Canada, Australia, and New 
Zealand as well as to the United 
Kingdom. 


Chinese Miners in the Federated Malay 
States. 

Mr. A. ALLEN (Christchurch) : I beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether he has obtained the 
Report promised in July last from the 
High Commissioner of the Federated | 
Malay States as to the truth of the 
statement that, in certain of the mines of 
the Federated Malay States, the Chinese 
miners receive part payment of their 
earnings in opium; and whether, if the 
allegation be true, any steps have been 
taken to put an end to this practice. 





Mr. CHURCHILL: I have sent the 
hon. Member privately a copy of the 
Report showing the exact nature of the 
practice to which his Question refers. 
The Secretary of State has informed the | 
High Commissioner that the practice 
must cease, 


Labour Recruiting in Portuguese East 
Africa. 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark- | 
shire, N.W.): I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether the permission to recruit given 
to Mr. J. B. Robinson in Portuguese 
East Africa has been rendered inoperative 
owing to obstruction from any quarter ; 
if so, from what quarter; and what 
steps are being taken by the Government 
to render the permission operative. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: [understand that | 
the Portuguese Government, who granted 
one licence to Mr. Kobinson’s agent, 
have refused to grant passes to his native 
runners. As [ have already explained, 
the Portuguese Government have agreed 
to a Commission of inquiry into the 
whole question, and pending that inquiry | 
no further steps can be taken. 





Jamaica—Suggested Government Grant. | 
Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON : I beg | 
te ask the Under-Secretary of State for ! 
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the Colonies whether it is the intention 
of His Majesty’s Government to give any 
assistance by grant or loan to the Island 
of Jamaica; and, if so, what is the pro- 
posed amount of such grant or loan. 


(Questions. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I can only refer 
the hon. Member to the Answer which I 
gave yesterday to the hon. Member for 
West Bristol.7 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON : Having 
regard to the anxiety that is felt on this 
question, will the Government come to a 
decision at an early date ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The latest request 
I received from Jamaica was that we 
should defer any decision until a deputa- 
tion from the island had arrived. 


The Bagdad Railway. 
Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs if he will request the 
British Ambassador at Constantinople to 


obtain information as to whether the 
Bagdad Railway is being extended 


beyond Bulgurlu ; and whether any kilo- 
metric guarantee for any further exten- 
sion has been given to the promoters by 
the Turkish Government. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 


is not necessary to send — special 
instructions on this subject. The interest 
attaching to it is fully recognised, 
and information when available is of 
course furnished to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. I think I may also add that it 
generally appears in the Press. 


Mr. ASHLEY: Can the right hon. 
Gentleman say if the railway is being ex- 
tended ? It isa very important question. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I know it is 
important, but I have no information at 
the present time. 


Egyptian Ministry of Finance—British 
flicials. 

Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON (Northumber- 
land, Tyneside) : I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs what 
is the number of British officials engaged 
in the Egyptian Ministry of Finance ; 


+ See Col. 470. 
Z 
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and what is their rate of increase since 
the conclusion of the Anglo-French 
agreement of 8th April, 1904. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The whole 
subject of the employment of Europeans 
in the Egyptian Civil Service is dealt 
with in Lord Cromer’s Report for 1906, 
which will shortly be presented to Parlia- 
ment. It will contain full information 
as to the number and rate of increase 
of European officials in various depart- 
ments, including that of the Egyptian 
Ministry of Finance. 


Salaries of the Natives and Europeans. 

Mr. J. M. ROBERTSON: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs what are the salaries and pensions 
payable to Native and European officials 
respectively attached to the Egyptian 
Ministry of Finance; when were they 
fixed ; and within what period, if at 
all, and by how much have they been 
augmented. 


I beg further to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs what are the 
salaries and pensions payable to Natives 
and Europeans, respectively engaged in 
the Egyptian Ministry of the Interior ; 
when were they fixed ; and within what 
period, if at all, and by how much have 
they been augmented. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I have no 
information enabling a comparison to be 
drawn between the salaries and } ensions 
of Native and European officials respec- 
tively. There is one pension law 
applicable to all officials, whether Native 
or European. The salaries attached to 
the various offices are given in the 
Egyptian Budget. I think it would be 
invidious to select one or two particular 
departments for a comparison of this 
kind between Egyptian and European 
officials. 


British Trade Arrangements with the 
Dominican Republic. 

Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON : I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether, by Articles 2, 4, 6, and 
7 of the Treaty of 6th March, 1850, 
Great Britain obtained the benefits of 
most-favoured-nation treatment in trade 
with the Dominican Republic ; whether 
hese benefits have subsisted since that 





{COMMONS} 





Questions. 632 


date ; and whether they will still continue 
under the Treaty recently concluded, 
between the Dominican Republic and 
the United States of America. 


Sirk EDWARD GREY : The Treaty in 
question, except the Articles relating to 
peace and friendship, expired on 14th 
July, 1897. 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON : Will 
the benefits continue under the new 
Treaty ! 


Str EDWARD GREY: Tam making 
inquiries. I have not sufficient informa- 
tion at the present moment to enable me 
to say. 


British Trade with the United States 

Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON : I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether it is the view of His 
Majesty's Government that the most- 
favoured-nation clauses contained in the 
Treaties between Great Britain and the 
United States of America apply to the 
case of imports in the United States from 
Cuba; and, if so, whether they will 
make representations with a view to 
securing the admission of British goods 
into the United States on the same terms 
as Cuban goods. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The Answer 
to the first Question is “Yes.” Repre- 
sentations were made by the late Govern- 
ment, but, as the view of the United 
States Government differs from that held 
here, the action taken was without result. 
And, considering the representations 
already made, and the discussion with 
regard to them, I do not consider that 
there would be any use in reopening the 
question at the present moment. 


Standing Joint Committee. 

Mr. CLOUGH (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Skipton) : I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
he will initiate legislation during this 
session for transferring the control of 
county police to county councils, and for 
abolishing the Standing Joint Commit- 
tees, and thus accede to the petition 
from the West Riding County Council 
which was presented orally to this House 
on 28th November, 1906. 
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THe SECRETARY or STATE For | workhouse in Manchester, and asked the 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Guap- | guardians to procure his admission to 
stoNE, Leeds, W.): I am afraid I do not | Henshaw’s workshop for the blind, where 
see my way to propose legislation on this | he would learn to do useful work ; and 
subject. | seeing that this case illustrates the posi- 
| tion of the majority of the thousands of 

Police and Motor Car Speeds. _| blind persons in the country, only a few 

Mr. LIDDELL (Down, W.): I beg to} of whom are provided for in private 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home | workshops or blind asylums, whether he 
Department if his attention has been | can take any step, by legislation or 
called to the hearing of a summons in the | otherwise, to provide means by which the 
West London police court against Mr. | adult blind may, in State-organised work- 
George Thompson, heard on 27th | shops, become trained and self-supporting 
November, 1906, for driving a motor car} Workers instead of a charge upon 
at a dangerous speed in Kensington Road, | guardians and public charity. 
when Constable Charles Mitchell, 42F, | 
swore his only grounds for this charge) Mr.GLADSTONE: My attention has 
were contained in a note taken by him at | been called to this case, but [ may point 
the time of the occurrence, and that he | out that the question of the training and 
had made no other report to his superiors ; | self-support of the blind is dealt with 
and whether, seeing that the note, when | in the Report of the Royal Commission of 
produced, contained no reference to speed | 1889, who recommended, in Paragraph 
or driving, and the magistrate dismissed | 247, that the State should not directly 
the charge, he will say who was res- | subsidise the work of the blind, but that 
ponsible for the charge being made and _, it should be left to private benevolence 
on what evidence, and if he will provide | to establish workshops for them. I 
for the payment of the costs of the | understand that this recommendation has 
defence when unwarranted police charges been to a considerable extent carried into 
of this nature are made. effect, and I must not be taken to admit 

the correctness of the hon. Member’s 

Mr. GLADSTONE: I have consulted | statement as to the position of the 
the magistrate by whom this case was majority of blind persons in this country. 
heard. He informs me that the note, [do not think the question is one for my 
produced by the constable did refer to | Department, and I am not prepared to 
the speed of the motor, and that he saw | propose to my colleagues that the 
no reason to suppose that the constable | Government should introduce legislation. 
did not act in perfect good faith. Though 
—as usually happens in such cases—there| Mr. CLYNES: Does the right hon. 
was conflict of evidence, the case appeared | Gentleman dispute the statement that 
to him to be a proper one for judicial | only about 4,000 out of 30,000 blind 
investigation. In view of his remarks | | persons in this country are provided for 
see no ground for further action on my | in workshops. 
part. I could not in any event provide 
for payment of the costs of the defence. Mr. GLADSTONE: I only guarded 

/myself against accepting in full the 
statement of the hon. Member. 





Mr. LIDDELL: In framing new 
regulation will the right hon. Gentleman | 


make provsision to compensate motorists Sentences at Liverpool Assizes. 
for false charges made by the police ? | Mr. CLYNES: I beg to ask the 


| Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 

Mr. GLADSTONE: I can answer no} ment whether his attention has been 
Question as to legislation. It does not | called to a sentence at the Liverpool 
come within my province. | Assizes of four years penal servitude on 
/a marine store dealer for receiving small 

Provision for the Blind. | quantities of stolen brass and metal, and 

Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N.E.): I) to fifteen months imprisonment on a 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for the | man for causing the death of a woman by 
Home Department whether his attention a brutal attack; and whether he can 
has been called to the case of a blind | cause an examination of criminal statistics 
man who recently declined to enter the! to ascertain whether punishments for 


Z 2 
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offences against property are heavier 
than for offences against persons. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I have seen a 
newspaper report of the first of the two 
cases mentioned by the hon. Member, 
but I have not heard of the second. In 
passing sentences for receiving stolen 
property, the Court, I believe, always 
considers the question whether or not 
the prisoner is a habitual receiver and 
carries on a trade which is likely to lead 
other persons to commit crime. In the 
case to which the hon. Member alludes 
there appears to have been evidence that 
the prisoner employed women and young 
boys to steal for him. While it is 
impossible to institute any exact com- 
parison of the sentences passed for crimes 
against the person and against property, 
it is clear from the statistics that, 
speaking generally, crimes against the 
person receive the severer punishment. 
For instance, in 1905 there were thirty- 
five sentences of penal servitude for ten 
years or upwards passed at the Assizes 
and Quarter Sessions for crimes against 
the person and only eight for crimes 
against property, although crimes of the 
latter class were four times as numerous 
as those of the former. 


Board of Trade Offices in Scotland. 


Mr. C. E. PRICE (Edinburgh Cen 
tral): I beg to ask the President of the 


Board of Trade how many offices the 
Department has in Scotland; and how 
many duties laid upon the Board of 
Trade by statute are discharged by other 
public departments in Scotland. 


THe PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. Luoyp-Grorar, Car- 
narvon Boroughs): The Board of Trade 
have oftices for carrying out duties under 
the Merchant Shipping Acts at Aber- 
deen, Dundee, Glasgow, Greenock, and 
Leith. There are also offices under the 
same Act at various other ports of Scot- 
land, the business being transacted with 
the consent of the Commissioners of 
Customs by customs officers who hold 
appointments from the Board of Trade, 
and there are certain other duties carried 
out for the Board of Trade by the coast- 
guard, who are under the Admiralty. 
The registration of companies in Scot- 
land is conducted by the King’s and 
Lord Treasurer’s remembrancer, who 
holds an appointment as registrar of 
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joint-stock companies from the Board of 
Trade. If my hon. friend desires more 
detailed information on the subject [ 
shall be happy to furnish him with it. 


Questions. 


Third-Class Sleeping Cars on Trains. 

Mr. C. E. PRICE: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade whether 
he has made any representations to the 
principal railway companies of the United 
Kingdom and Ireland, which were pro- 
mised on 26th April, 1906, as to the 
desirability and necessity of providing 
third-class sleeping accommodation upon 
their night trains: and, if so, with what 
result. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Yes, Sir; 
and the result of the communications 
which took place was stated in this 
House on 5th November last in reply to 
a Question asked by my hon. friend the 
Member for Sutherlandshire.+ J am send- 
ing a copy of this reply to my hon. 
friend. 


The Wreck of the “ Berlin “—Rocket 
Apparatus on Ship. 

Mr. A. L. LEVER (Essex, Harwich) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Boar 
of Trade whether the Hook of Holland is 
equipped with a rocket apparatus ; and, 
if not, in view of the terrible disaster to 
the s.s. “ Berlin,” will he make representa- 
tions to the Dutch authorities for the 
installation of such a life-saving appliance ! 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Yes, Sir. Iam 
informed that a rocket apparatus is 
stationed at the Hook of Holland, but it 
could not be used at the wreck of the 
“ Berlin” owing to the distance of the 
vessel from the shore. 


Mr. LEIF JONES asked whether the 
right hon, Gentleman would consider the 
desirability of compelling ships to carry 
rocket apparatus. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : That sugges- 
tion is being considered. It was put 
forward last week, and I have sent it to 
the proper authorities. 


Overcrowding on the District Railway. 

Mr. POWER (Waterford, E.): I beg 
to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade whether he is aware that, except 





+ See (4) Vebates, clxiv., 129. 
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tor limited periods during the mornings 
and evenings, the trains on the District 
Railway consist, as a rule, of only three 
carriages ; and whether he will represent 
to the railway company the inconvenience 
passengers suffer by this want of accom- 
m dation and see that all trains on this 
line consist of at least four carriages. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: The company 
inform me that the loading of the trains 
is constantly under observation, and that 
some of the trains which formerly con- 
sisted of three and six cars have from the 
Ist instant heen made four and seven-car 
trains respectively. The Board of Trade 


have no power to require that all trains | 


should consist of at least four carriages. 


Unemployment in America. 
Mr. REMNANT (Finsbury, Holborn) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether the American 
Report on the unemployed, in which it is 
stated that the average unemployment 
in New York State over a period of three 


years, including 1903, 1904, and 1905, is | 


ly per cent,, is an official publication 
issued by the United States Government ; 
whether he has any official information 
shewing that the percentage referred to 
includes persons unable to work owing to 
strike, lock-out, sickness, and superannua- 


tion, as well as those who are unemployed | 


through lack of work ; and whether it is 


due to statistics so collated that the Board | 
of Trade issued a warning to the effect 


that such circumstances produce abnor- 
mally high percentages of unemployed 


and make the figures unsuitable for | 


comparison with other countries. 


THE PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Joun 
Burns, Battersea): The American Re- 


port which I quoted is the twenty-third | 


Annual Report of the Bureau of Labour 
Statistics published by the New York 
State Department of Labour. Iam aware 
of the warning issued by the Board of 
Trade to which the hon. Member refers, 


but I may say that, after making every | 
allowance for the differences between the | 
figures for this country and those for the | 
New York State, the fact remains that | 
the percentage of unemployed in that | 
State is abnormally high as compared | 


with the percentage in this country shown 
in the Board of Trade Returns. 
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Mr. JESSE COLLINGS (Birmingham, 
Bordesley): May I ask the right hon. 
Gentleman whether or not the statistics 
of unemployed in the United States refer 
only to certain skilled organisations which 
make the Return and do not include the 
great body of persons employed in other 
trades, 





| Mr. JOHN BURNS: Generally 
| speaking that is true, but if these Reports 
did refer to the unorganised and unskilled 
the inference would be that the figures 
with regard to America would be, in my 
judgment, larger than I have stated. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) : 
| Is the right hon. Gentleman aware that 
the emigrants who have not yet been 
absorbed in the labour operations in the 
United States, and who number a million 
| a year, are included in these Returns ? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: There is no 
evidence of that. My experience and 
| investigation when I was in America on 
| two different occasions showed that the 
statement I made the other night was 
perfectly correct. 


Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY (Paddington, 
N.): Is it not a fact that the figures of 
| the New York State Department of labour 
| refer to trade unionists, and therefore ob- 
viously cannot include the class referred 
to by the hon. Member for Gravesend ? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: As the hon. 
| Member suggests, the figures of the New 
York State Department referred to 
organised men, among them skilled men, 
and it is a matter of regret to all statis- 
'ticians that they cannot find the exact 
proportion of unorganised and unskilled 
|labour in America and the unemployed. 


Mr. JESSE COLLINGS: May we 
take it that the right hon. Gentleman 
has no statistical information whatever 
as to the employment of persons outside 
these organised trades ? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: Oh yes, we 
have, because I find from the Keport 
quoted the other night that the working 
men were employed from 74 to 88 per 
cent. of the whole time, or reversing the 
figure they were idle from 12 per cent. of 
'the time under the best conditions to 26 
| per cent. under the conditions prevailing 
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in 1897, which were not so bad as those 
of the period 1893-6. 


Questions. 


*Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY: Is it not a 
fact that in the recent meat strike and 
other strikes in America men have always 
been found to take the place of the 
strikers, proving a great surplus of the 
unemployed ? 


[No Answer was returned. | 


Grants to Distress Committees. 

Mr. THORNE (West Ham, S.): I beg 
to ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether he will state the 
total amount of grants made out of the 
£200,000 to the various Distress Com- 
mittees up to the 12th February, 1907 ; 
and the total amount of grants made 
from that date up to the 28th February. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: The total amount 
paid out of the grant to the Central 
Unemployed Body for London and _ to 
the Distress Committees in England and 
Wales up to and including 12th February 
last was £48,255. The total amount 
paid from that date up to and including 
28th February was £19,140. I may add 
that sums amounting to £20,000 were 
allocated to Scotland and Ireland from 
the grant. The allocation was made 
prior to 12th February. 


Guardians and Service Pensions, 


Mr. T. F. RICHARDS (Wolverhamp- 
ton, W.): I beg to ask the President of 
the Local Government Board whether he 
will recommend the various boards of 
guardians throughout the country to 
place the naval and military pensioners 
upon the same footing as members of 
friendly societies if they are compelled to 
apply for out-door relief, so that no 
portion of their pension up to and 
including the sum of five shillings per 
week should be taken into account by 
boards of guardians when granting out- 
door relief. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: Legislation 
would be necessary to enable boards of 
guardians to adopt the course desired by 
my hon. friend. I am, therefore, not ina 
position to make to them the recommenda- 
tion which he suggests. 
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Married Women’s Poor Law Liability. 

Mr. T. F. RICHARDS: I beg to ask 
the President of the Local Government 
Board whether he contemplates legislation 
to compel a married woman, with ample 
separate estate, to contribute towards the 
maintenance of her parent or parents 
when such parent or parents have had 
relief from the rates. 


Questions. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: As I have 
stated in reply to previous Questions, | 
have taken note of this point, but | 
cannot promise to introduce legislation on 
the subject at the present time. 


Sewage Pollution in the Thames. 

Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) : I beg to 
ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether he is aware that the 
Port of London sanitary authority 
recently caused samples of Thames 
water to be taken at various points from 
Teddington to the Nore, and analysed, 
for the purpose of ascertaining the degree 
of pollution of the river within that 
authority's jurisdiction, and that the 
result of such analysis shows that at 
Greenhithe there is a great increase in 
pollution (as compared with the water 
above that point), due to the discharge of 
some 250,000,000 gallons of sewage efflu- 
ent per day at Barking and Crossness out- 
fall sewers ; whether he has any official in- 
formation showing that the best and 
latest methods of purification are adopted, 
and, if not, what steps he proposes should 
be taken to ensure this being done. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I have seen a 
Report of the Port of London Sanitary 
Committee as to the matters referred to 
in the earlier part of the Question. The 
London County Council have for many 
years chemically treated the sewage of 
London, and I am informed that they are 
now engaged upon experiments on the 
most modern scientific lines, including 
improved purification by _ bacterial 
methods. 


Members of Parliament and Post Office 
Appointments. 

*Mr. SOARES (Devonshire, Barn- 
staple): I beg to ask the Posmaster- 
General what, if any, are the powers and 
influence of a Member of Parliament with 
regard to Post Office appointments to 





sub-offices, or otherwise. 
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Tue POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
SypNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, 


Poplar) : In former times sub-postmasters 
were appointed on the nomination of the 
Member of Parliament in whose constitu- 
ency the vacancy occurred ; but this 
system was finally abolished twelve years 
ago, and the Postmaster-General is now 
solely responsible for all such appoint- 
ments. Members of Parliament, as such, 
have no special powers or influence in the 
matter ; I have indeed laid it down that 
political influence, in the ordinary sense 
of the term, is not to be sought by appli- 
cants for these appointments, and I 
understand that this rule has met with 
general favour from Members of this 
House. Of course, I give due weight to 
any opinions expressed by a Member of 
Parliament or other persons regarding 
the suitability or qualifications of a candi- 
date, where that opinion is based on 
personal knowledge. In the case of 
postmasterships, salaried sub-postmaster- 
ships, and other established posts which 
are usually filled by persons already in 
the service, candidates are strictly for- 
hidden to obtain outside influence in sup- 
port of their application. 


* Mr. SOARES : Then am I to under- 
stand that neither political nor social 
influence have any effect in regard to 
Post Office appointments, that the Post- 
master-General is guided solely by the 
Reports of his own staff, and further that 
his sole motive by which he is guided 
in making these appointments is the 
etticiency of the public service ? 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : I think my 
Answer covers that point. I can assure 
the hon. Member that the object I have 
in view, as I am sure all hon. Members 
have, is the efficiency of the service. 


Harwich and Hook of Holland Mail 
Contracts. 

Mr. A. L. LEVER: I beg to ask the 
Postmaster-General whether any of the 
Post Office contracts in force with the 
Great Eastern Railway Company, with 
reference to carrying the mails between 
Harwich and the Hook of Holland, 
contain any regulations and stipulations 
or impose any penalties that might induce 
the Company to permit or unduly influ- 
ence its officers to leave Harwich or enter 
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the Hook, when by virtue of the stress of | 
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weather it would be in the interests of 
safety to life to delay so doing. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: There is 
no stipulation or condition in the con- 


‘tract with the Great Eastern Railway 


Company which could have the effect 
suggested by the hon. Member. 


Education (Special ene Instruction) 
ill. 


Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): I 
beg to ask the President of the Board of 
Education what will be the estimated 
annual cost to the managers of Church of 
England Schools in respect of the Educa- 
tion (Special Religious Instruction) Bill. 


Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St. 
Albans): I beg also to ask the President 
of the Board of Education what is the 
total estimated sum for which managers 
of non-provided schools are liable, during 
the present financial year, in respect of 
special religious instruction given by 
teachers in those schools. 


THE PRESIDENT or tHE BOARD oF 
EDUCATION (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
mouthshire, N.): In reply to these 
Questions, I must refer to the Answer I 
gave to a similar Question yesterday?. 


Religious Instruction in Schools. 

Mr. CARLILE: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education 
what is the basis of his estimate that 
the proportion of time occupied in giving 
special religious instruction in non- 
provided schools amounts to one-fifteenth 
of the whole occupation of the teacher. 


Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.) : 
May I also ask the President of the Board 
of Education what portion of the religious 
teaching in Church of England schools is, 
on the average, devoted to denomina- 
tional instruction ? 


Mr. MCKENNA: In estimating the 
proportion of time occupied in giving 
special religious instruction as one- 
fifteenth of the whole occupation of the 
teacher, regard has been had to the time 
spent in giving special religious instruction 
as compared with the time spent both in 
giving other instruction and in preparing 
lessons out of school hours. I must add 
that I do not think it is in the public 
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interest to enter upon any argumentative | THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY 10 
defence or explanation of provisions in | THE TREASURY (Mr. RunciMAN, Dews- 
the Bill by means of Question and Answer, bury): I am informed that there is no 
which can better be dealt with in Com- reason to suppose that dividing societies 
mittee of the House. ‘hold out fallacious hopes to their members 
‘any more than other friendly societies 
Secular I ; or joint stock companies. Indeed the 
Sourar Saetruction. fact that a society divides the funds should 
Lorp R. CECIL: I beg to ask the | be sutticient evidence to an intelligent 
President of the Board of Education man that its main object is to provide for 
whether the secular instruction given in no more than immediate needs and that 
non-provided schools differs in subjects he is not likely to have the additional 
or otherwise from that given in provided | security of accumulated funds. As 
schools, regards the proposals of my hon. friend, 
the system of compelling societies to have 
approved scales of contributions existed 
under the Friendly Societies Act of 1829 
but proved a failure and was repealed in 
1834. It could of course be only enforced 
in the case of registered societies and 
would serve as a deterrent to registra- 
tion. Registration is not at present com- 
pulsory and it would therefore be im- 
possible to enforce registration in a 
West Riding ». Attorney-General. special class. Moreover I understand 
Mr. CLOUGH: I beg to ask the that such a regulation would not prove 
President of the Board of Education, | °"Y check upon the evil if it exists. 
whether he will supply each Member of 
this House with a copy of the transcript c R for I t 
of the shorthand notes of the judgments ee Een oe ee 
of the Master of the Rolls and Lord Mr. R&R. DUNCAN (Lanarkshire, 
Justices Fletcher Moulton and Farwell, Govan): I beg to ask the Secretary to 
delivered in the Court of Appeal, West | the Treasury if he can make such arrange- 
Riding +. Attorney-General, on 8th ments for the current year 1907 as will 
August, 1906. show the values of imports into the 
United Kingdom from foreign countries, 
Mr. MCKENNA: I will lay upon the and, separately, from the Colonies and 
Table a copy of the transcript of the India, also the items of revenue derived 
shorthand ‘notes of the judgments therefrom by Customs duties. 
delivered in the Divisional Court, the 
Court of Appeal, and the House of — Mr. RUNCIMAN : The values of the 
Lords. principal articles imported into the 
_— ee United Kingdom from foreign countries 
Dividing Societies. India, and British Possessions, are shown 
Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY: I beg to in the volumes of the Annual Statement 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury if of Trade, and will be published as usual 
his attention has been directed to the for 1907. I am informed that it is not 
fact that a large uumber of friendly | possible without incurring much expense 
societies exist, registered and unregis- to make arrangements to give separately 
tered, which are conducted on _ the for 1907 the amounts of revenue derived 
dividing principle, and which, while they from Customs duties on articles imported 
give their members no real assurance of from foreign countries, India, and the 
future benefit, in many cases lead them Colonies, and the compilation of such 
to believe that such assurance actually | statistics for subsequent years would 
exists; and if he can see his way to | involve a large amount of additional work 
compel such dividing societies either to | and necessitate a considerable increase in 
register ina special class or to frame such | the staff of the statistical department. I 
a scale of contributions as shall assure do not think the result to be obtained 
benefits. ‘warrants the expenditure. 


Mr. McKENNA: I have no reason | 
to suppose that the secular instruction 
given in provided schools taken as a class 
differs from that given in non-provided 
schools taken as a class, but I have no 
doubt that, in the case of particular 
schools, differences may be found. 
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Scottish Rights-of-Way. 
Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD 


(Leicester): I beg to ask the Secretary 
for Scotland whether his attention has 
been drawn to the resolution of the 
Dunkeld Parish Council, passed on 
Saturday, 23rd February, to remove 
from its right-of-way notice boards the 
fact that they were officially erected, 
and also to the discussion at the council 
by which it was indicated that this might 
he the first step to removal of the boards 
altogether; and whether, in view of the 
frequent attempts now being made to 
close these rights-of-way and ancient 
privileges of access to historical objects, 
mountain tops, ete., in Scotland, he can 
itiform the House whether any legislation 
on the subject is contemplated. 


THe SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Stxciatr, Forfarshire) : My atten- 


tion has been drawn to the proceedings 
referred to, and I regret that anything | 


should have occurred to revive local 
feeling upon this subject. I understand 
there is no intention to remove the hoards 
which indicate the road in question. As 
the hon. Gentleman is aware, I have no 
power 


putting up notice boards the parish 
council is only exercising its statutory 
rights, 


hearty sympathy of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, but I cannot give any undertaking 
now as to future legislation. 


Ballymacarberry Game Prosecution. 
Mr. POWER: I 


attention has been called to a case recently 
heard at the Ballymacarberry petty 
sessions, county Waterford, where a 
tenant on Lord Ashtown’s property was 


prosecuted for killing game ; that it was | 


deposed by a witness that he saw one of 
Lord Ashtown’s keepers, named Robert 
Dunne, setting a snare or 
putting a dead pheasant in the snare ; 
that it was further deposed by Mr. Nugent, 
whose father was the chairman of the 
Waterford County Council, that, on ex- 
anining the pheasant, seven shots were 
found lodged in the body of the pheasant ; 
and whether, as the prosecution sought 


to prove that the pheasant had been | 


snared, inquiries will be made to sift this 
case, and to institute proceedings for 
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to interfere in this matter with | 
the discretion of the parish council. In | 


The desire to preserve to the | 
public all existing rights-of-way has the | 


beg to ask Mr. | 
Attorney-General for Ireland whether his | 


trap, and | 
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perjury if it appears that the keeper did 
place the pheasant in the snare. 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL For 
IRELAND (Mr. Cuerry, Liverpool Ex- 
change): The case referred to was a 
private prosecution by Lord Ashtown, 
with which the Government had nothing 
to do. I gather from a newspaper report 
of the proceedings which has been fur- 
nished to me, that there was a conflict of 
evidence between the witnesses for the 
prosecution and those for the defence. 
The Bench was divided in opinion, but 
the majority of the magistrates were in 
favour of the defendant, and the case was 
accordingly dismissed. It is open to the 
defendant to institute proceedings for 
perjury, if he is so advised, or he may 
commence a civil action against the 
prosecutor, but [ do not think the inter- 
ference of the Executive is in any way 
called for. 





Mr. POWER: As the magistrate’s 
clerk took the evidence down in long- 
hand, will the right hon. Gentleman get 
| a copy of it ? 


Mr. CHERRY : Yes. 


Ballinahouna Farm Sale. 

Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, Os- 
westry): I beg toask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
ihe has receive! a full police report con- 

cerning the proposed sale by a Mrs. 
Bradley, of Ballinahouna, of the interest 
in a farm which was advertised for auction 
in Galway on 17th December, 1906, and 
again on 25th January, 1907; and 
whether he has been informed that a 
graye was dug close to the public road on 
/&8th December, and that a threatening 
| notice was posted on 9th December ; and 
| whether he can state if there were any 
bidders at the adjourned sale. 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Brrrect, Bristol, N.): 1 
‘have received a police report to the 
effect stated in the Question. I am in- 
formed that there were no bidders at the 
isale on the first occasion, but at the 
/adjourned sale the tenant’s interest was 
| purchased by the landlord. 


Lord Ashtown and his Tenants. 
Mr. POWER: I beg to ask the Chief 
‘Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 


\ 
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recently bought two estates in the county 
Waterford, and that he refuses to sell his 
own estate to the tenants, and issued 
writs against seven of his tenants who 
went as a deputation and asked him to 
open negotiations for sale to the tenants, 
and compelled them to pay the hanging 
gale, which has run for over fifty years ; 
whether Lord Ashtown also competed 


with the Estates Commissioners in county | 


txalway for the purchase of untenanted 
Jands from the Land Judge, so as_ to 
prevent the congestion in the locality 
from being relieved ; and whether the 
action of such landlords as Lord Ashtown 
will be considered in framing any 
amending Land Bill. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners inform me that they have no 
knowledge of the purchase by Lord 
Ashtown of any estates in county 
Waterford, or of any proceedings for the 


recovery of rent which he may have, 
It is the 


instituted against his tenants. 
case that Lord Ashtown made an offer 
to the Land Judge for the purchase of an 
estate in county Galway of which the 
Estates Commissioners eventually became 
the purchasers. This offer, however, was 
made long prior to the Estates Commis- 
sioners’ offer, and Lord Ashtown can 
therefore scarcely be said to have 
competed with the Commissioners for 
the purchase. I am not at present ina 
position to make any statement as to the 
possibility of amending legislation on the 
subject of Irish land. 


Mr. REDDY (King’s County, Birr) : 
Is it not the fact that Lord Ashtown 
previously bought two properties over 
the heads of the tenants? Is he not a 
centre of disturbance in Galway ? 


{No Answer was returned. | 


Kilkenny Magistrates. 


Mr. MEAGHER (Kilkenny, N): I beg | 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord | 


Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
of the demand for the appointment of 
magistrates in the several districts in 
North Kilkenny ; and whether the Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland has received resolu- 
tions from the public bodies in that con- 
stituency recommending the names of 
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Ireland whether the Estates Commis- | 
sioners are aware that Lord Ashtown has | 


‘whose claims as evicted tenants 
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several gentlemen for appointment ; and if 
so, will he say what steps the Lord 
Chancellor has taken to meet the wishes of 
the public bodies concerned. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Lord Chancellor 


informs me that he has received represen- 


| tations in favour of the appointment of a 


number of gentlemen to the magistracy 
for county Kilkenny and has submitted 
to the Lieutenant of the county the 
names of those whom, after inquiry, he 
considered to be best qualified for appoint- 
ment. The Lieutenant has the matter at 
present under consideration. 


Mr. MEAGHER: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that while 95 per cent. 
of the population are Nationalists, 75 per 
cent. of the magistrates are Tories ! 
Will the recommendation of public bodies 
on this matter have attention? Is this 
the sort of Home Rule we «re to get ! 


Report of Viceregal Commission on Poor 
w Reform. 

Mr. MEAGHER: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he has _ received 
resolutions from the different Poor Law 
unions in county Kilkenny approving of 
the recommendations of the Viceregal 
Commission on Poor Law reform; and 
whether, in view of the approbation 
which the said Report has received all 
over Ireland, he will see his way to have 
effect given to the Report of the Com- 
mission at an early date. 


Mr. BIRRELL: Resolutions to the 
effect mentioned have been received. As 
my predecessor informed hon. Members 
last session, the Government deem it 
necessary to consider carefully the 
Commissioners’ recommendations as a 


_whole before undertaking the necessary 


legislation to give effect to them. This 
will occupy a considerable time, and | 
am, therefore, not in a position to make 
any definite statement in the matter. 


Evicted Tenants. 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
Estates Commissioners will supply a 
Return giving the names of the ogee 
ave 
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been set aside, and the reasons for so 
doing in each case. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- 
sioners think it premature at present to 
furnish a Return of the evicted tenants 
whose claims for reinstatement have 
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Roscommon Untenanted Land. 

Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, 8.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
is aware that the Congested Districts 
Board have decided not to enter into 
negotiation for the further purchase of 








been rejected. When all the applications | untenanted land in county Roscommon, 
have been inquired into, the Commis-| pending the Report of the Royal Com- 
sioners will consider the feasibility of | mission on Congestion ; can he state on 
preparing a Return showing the names | what date this decision was arrived at, 
and the reasons for rejection. 'and by whom; if by a meeting of the 
| Board, can he state who were present on 
Skibbereen Magistrate. | the occasion, the reason for this decision, 
Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): I beg to! whether it is intended to confine this 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-| policy to the county Roscommon or to 
Lieutenant of Ireland if Matthew Flana- | extend it to other districts in Ireland ; 
gan, of Skibbereen, has been appointed a and whether, in view of the fact that in 
magistrate ; and, if so, on whose recom- | the county of Roscommon there are over 
mendation ; if he is aware that there is 100,000 acres of untenanted grass lands, 
a judgment for £300 and costs | and the urgency and importance of ex- 
outstanding against this gentleman since | pediting its acquisition for distribution, 
1905 at the suit of Lizzie O'Driscoll, in | he will have this decision at once recon- 
respect of which the sheriff made a sidered, and at the same time communicate 
seizure and returned nulla bona, and that | with the Secretary of the Royal Com- 
there is also an order in force against him | mission to expedite the issue of its Report. 
under the Debtors (Ireland) Act, 1872, | 
for payment of this sum by instalments, | . 
and if £250 is still due; is ie aware that | Mr. BIRRELL : A short Bing 
this man is an assistant in a drapery shop | contained in my Answer to the poset 
in Skibbereen and is a member of the | Member's non-oral Question of 26th 
United [rish League; and will he state | February has led to some A re 
if these facts were within the knowledge | $!0"-". The statement that the Congestec 
of the Lord-Chancellor of Ireland at the | Districts Board are not negotiating for 
data of making the appointment, and | further purchases is ra — a 
what action he proposes to take. | tion, but applied to the case of particu = 
estates in county Roscommon which have 


Mr. EDWARD BARRY (Cork County, | been offered for sale to the Board, the 
S.): Was not this an appointment made | “ri gota for the gage set 
by the Lord-Lieutenant of the County, | The B ae Ape an . ey ae 
and did not the local public bodies pro-| +2® Poard are still prepared to purchase 

ea a SE: |estates which are specially suitable for 
test against 1t ¢ : . 

| their purposes, and, as a matter of fact, 
| have recently purchased such property, 
| and are negotiating for further purchases. 
|The Government are most anxious that 
‘the Report of the Royal Commission 


were being taken, when the fact came to | Should be presented as soon as possible, 
_ but a considerable quantity of evidence 


his notice that a judgment against Mr. | °°” “ - ‘sag Pooks 
Flanagan for breach of promise of mar- | '@™ains to be taken, and it _ ee 
riage remained unsatisfied, whereupon | ® Present to say when the Report can be 
the Lord-Chancellor stayed the issue of | issued, 
the Commission. Mr. Flanagan is | 
manager to an important local firm, and | Telegraph Office for Aghnacliffe. 
apart from the circumstance before yp J p. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : 
mentioned, the information received by | 7 beg to ask the Postmaster-General what 
the Lord-Chancellor was entirely favour-  ;. ¢h6 cause of the delav in extending the 
able to Mr. Flanagan, and does not bear telegraph line from Dring post office to 
out the statements contained in the zs a“ 
Question. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I have referred this 
Question to the Lord-Chancellor, who 
informs me“that steps for the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Flanagan as a magistrate 


+ See (4) Debates, elxix., 1416. 
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Aghnaclitie, for which asigned guarantee 
has been sent to his Department. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: The 
guarantee has now been signed, and the 
extension will be proceeded with as 
quickly as possible, but there are certain 
statutory formalities to be gone through 
before the actual work can be begun. 


Telegraph Office for Lanesborough. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Postmaster-General whether he will 
consent to extend the present telegraph 
service either from Kenagh or Killashee 
to Lanesborough, where a weekly market 
and several important fairs are held. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: I have 
offered a telegraph office at Lanesborough 
under guarantee, and a draft deed has 
been forwarded for consideration. 


Lanesborough Postal Arrangements. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Postmaster-General if he can state 
the grounds upon which a Sunday 
delivery of letters to Lanesborough was 
discontinued ; whether he is aware that 
fully 3,000 people are served by this 
ottice ; and will he now direct that the 
service be resumed. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: I do not 
quite understand the hon. Member’s 
Question, as there has never been a 
Sunday service to Lanesborough, and | 
find that the circumstances are not such 
as would justify me in instituting such a 
service. 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL: 
Gentleman’s informafion is wrong ; 
has been a Sunday delivery. 


The right hon. 
there 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: Well, I 
have given the hon. Member the informa- 
tion I have received. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: It is not true. 

Visit of the Colonial Premiers. 

Mr. HENNIKER HEATON (Canter- 
bury): I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
whether he will take steps to invite the 
Prime Ministers of the Empire, notably 
Canada, Australia, the Cape, and New 
Zealand, to address the House _ of 
Commons, from the Bar, or in the 
Chamber itself, on the questions affecting 
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our relations with the Colonies ang 
India, with a view of cementing Imperial 
union. 


THe PRIME MINISTER Ann FIRST 
LORD or THE TREASURY (Sir H. Camp- 
BELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): The 
Colonial Conference has been convened in 
order to give opportunity for the discussion 
of questions affecting Imperial interests on 
the lines of and following the precedent 
of former Conferences; and it is not 
possible or expedient to suggest to the 
Prime Ministers that they should adopt a 
course which would be entirely novel and 
contrary to all precedent as well as to the 
usages of the House of Commons. 


NEW MEMBER SWORN. 

George Birnie Esslemont, esquire, for 
the Parliamentary Burgh of Aberdeen, 
South Division. 
SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES), 

Sir WILLIAM BRAMPTON GURDON re- 
ported from the Committee of Selection : 
That they had discharged the following 
Members from the Standing Committee 
on Law, and Courts of Justice, and Legal 
Procedure: Mr. Maddison and Mr. 
Catheart Wason (added in respect of the 
Marriage with a Deceased Wife's Sister 
Bill) ; and had appointed in substitution : 
Mr. W. E. Harvey and Mr. Stephen 
Collins (in respect of the Marriage witha 
Deceased Wife’s Sister Bill). 


Sir WittrAaM Brampton GURDON 
further reported from the Committee: 
That they had added to the Standing 
Committee on Law, and Courts of Justice, 
and Legal Procedure, the following fifteen 
Members in respect of the Education 
(Provision of Meals) (Scotland) Bill: Mr. 
Lough, Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, Mr. 
Wilkie, Mr. Arthur Henderson, Mr. 
Barnes, Mr. McCrae, Mr. Halley Stewart, 
Sir Henry Craik, Mr. Munro Ferguson, 
Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Harold Cox, Mr. 
Tyson Wilson, Sir William Collins, Mr. 
James Mason, and Mr. Bridgeman. 

Reports to lie upon the Table. 


NEW BILLS. 
HOURS OF LABOUR (BAKEHOUSES) 
BILL. 
“To restrict the Hours of Labour in 
Bakehouses to forty-eight hours per 
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week,” presented by Mr. Wilkie; sup- 
ported by Mr. Steadman, Mr. Gill, Mr. 
Bowerman, Mr. Bell, Mr. Barnes, Mr 
James Haslam, Mr. Shackleton, and Mr. 
Thorne ; to be read a second time upon 


Wednesday, 17th April, and to be 
printed. [Bill 93.] 
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO 


CHILDREN BILL. 


“To amend the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children Act, 1904,” presented by Mr. 
Bramsdon ; supported by Mr. Cave, Mr. 
Isaacs, Mr. Luke White, Sir Henry Craik, 
Mr. Godfrey Baring, Mr. T. P. O’Connor, 
Mr. Arthur Henderson, Mr. Courthope, 
Mr. Maclean, and Mr. Barrie ; to be read 
asecond time upon Tuesday next, and to 


he printed. [Bill 94.] 


FEUS AND BUILDING LEASES (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

“To amend the Law relating to Feus 
and Leases for Building in Scotland,” 
presented by Mr. Findlay ; supported by 
sir Andrew Torrance, Mr. Beale, Mr. 
Hodge, Mr. John Deans Hope, Mr. 
Laidlaw, Mr. Murray Macdonald, Mr. 
Menzies, and Mr. Eugene Wason ; to be 
read a second time upon Friday, 12th 
April, and to be printed. [Bill 95.] 


JUDICATURE (IRELAND) BILL. 

“To provide for the abolition of two 
Judgeships of the High Court in Ireland, 
and to reduce the Salary of the Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland, and for other 
purposes connected therewith,” presented 
by Mr. Birrell; to be read a second time 
upon Monday next, and to be printed. 
Bill 96. | 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE, 

Ordered, That Mr. Holden 
charged from the Public 
Committee. 


be dis- 
Accounts 


Ordered, That Sir Robert Hobart be 
ulded.—(Mr. Whiteley.) 


HOUSE OF COMMONS (KITCHEN AND 
REFRESHMENT ROOMS). 
Ordered, That Sir Robert Hobart be 
discharged from the Kitchen and Re- 
treshment Committee. 
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(Navy Estimates). 654 
SUPPLY (NAVY ESTIMATES), 


Order for Committee read. 


*THe SECRETARY To tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. EpMunpD Rosertson, Dun- 
dee} : I am sure that I shall be consulting 
the convenience of the House if I address 
myself without preamble, and without 
prolixity to the leading points in the 
Navy Estimates. The first of these I 
think is finance. The financial situation 
is somewhat complicated and difficult. 
The dominant factor is, of course, the 
abandonment of the system of raising 
money for naval works by means of 
loans. The fact is that there are to be 
no more Loans Acts passed. But, in the 
first place, our unexhausted borrowing 
powers will be used as far as they will 
go; secondly, beyond that point the 
loans works, meaning by that the works 
sanctioned by statute, will be put upon 
the Estimates; and, thirdly, the Esti- 
mates will bear, as now, the special 


annuities in repayment of loans. As 
to the borrowing powers, according 


to the last Estimate there will be on 
Ist April unexhausted borrowing powers 
amounting to £1,916,000, of which about 
£1,478,000 will be spent mainly in com- 
pleting works already authorised, and 
the balance will be spent in the following 
year. The total Estimates of the loans 
works to 3lst March amounted to 
£32,206,933. We have reduced that to 
£29,840,000. Dedueting £27,593,000, 
which will all be used, there is left a 
balance of £2,246,180 for the ordinary 
purposes of the Navy Estimates, and of 
that amount £977,091 will be spent 
in 1907-8. The amount of the special 
annuity in repayment of loans will be 
£1,214,000 this year. In the following 
year it will be approximately £1,300,000. 


I have a twofold purpose in giving the 
House these figures—first, to explain the 
change, and, secondly, to deduce the true 
amount of the reduction in the figures. 
On the face of it, the Estimates only 
show a net reduction of £450,000. If 


| we add the naval works, transferred from 


| 


loans to the Estimates, that makes 
£1,000,000 more. But besides that there 
are certain automatic increases to be 
considered. I called the attention of the 
House last year to the automatic increases, 
and I think it is only fair, in comparing 


Ordered, ‘‘ That Mr. Osmond Williams | this year’s Estimates with last year’s, 


be added.” —(Mr. Whiteley.) 


that they should be taken into account. 
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For instance, there are the automatic 
increases, due to transactions which have 
taken place in the past, over which we 
have no control and which we must 
meet. The increase in the special 
annuities will be £120,000, the increase 
due to the incidence of the Cunard 
subsidy will be £90,000, the increase due 
to pensions for officers and men will be 
£39,000, and the inerease in. ordinary 
pay will be £140,000. All these are 
inevitable automatic increases. The 
amount of the whole will be £389,000. 
I think I may be allowed to allude to the 
fact that this year, as compared with 
last year, we suffer by not having the 
sum obtained froin the sales of old ships 
and stores that was available last year— 
namely, £135,000—by all these automatic 
increases, and by the falling off of appro- 
priations in aid. All of that implies a 


saving in other Votes. Adding these 
savings to the normal reduction of 


£450,000, I arrive at the total reduction, 
as compared with last year’s Estimates, 
of nearly £2,000,000. 


is another point of view 
like to approach 
think the House 


But there 
from which I should 
naval expenditure. I 
ought to be told every vear what is the 
gross aggregate amount of money of all 
kinds that it is proposed to spend on the 
naval service in the coming year. The 
calculation I made is founded on this 
principle. I take the Estimates, 
including the appropriations in aid, the 
expenditure on loans for naval services 
and on other Votes, and I deduct, as I am 
bound to do, the amount of the annuity 
which has already been spent. The 
this 


gross 


gross aggregate expenditure on 
account last year was £36,000,000. The 


corresponding figures for the present 
year, calculated on the same basis, is 
£33,500,000. Imay be permitted to go 
one step further. Three years ago the 
House was asked for £42,600,000. That 
is comparing Estimate with Estimate. 
I ought, however, to say that the expendi- 
ture on loans in that year did not reach 
by a million the estimated sum. 
ing for that, the real reduction, compared 
with three years ago, is £8,000,000. 
I will add a word about the special 
annuity. This year, as I have said, 

amounts to £1,214,000, and next year it | 
will be more. The time is coming when 
borrowing | 


we shall cease all further 
of money, but the Navy Estimates | 


Mr. Edmund Robertson. 


{COMMONS} 


Allow- | 
| boats. 
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will bear a dead weight of over 
£1,250,000 annually on account of 
past expenditure unless these _ pay- 
ments are transferred to the National 
Debt. It is immaterial to the country 
_how the money is paid, but in comparing 
‘the Navy Estimate for this year with 
other years it gives a distorted view of 
the cost if the current Estimates are 
burdened with a large sum expended 
in former years. To sum up, the net 
result is that we have a nominal reduc- 
tion of £500,000 and, according to my 
calculation, we have an actual redue- 
tion of £1,500,000; and we have a 
real saving of about £2,000,000. 


The House will ask, where has this 
saving been? It has taken place in Votes 8 
and 9, in the new construction part of those 
Votes. Taking the provision for new 
construction in Vote 8 and adding the 
corresponding provision in Vote 9, the 
‘total of these figures in last year's 
Estimates was £10,859,500. In the 
present year’s Estimates the total is only 
£9,227,000. The reduction on this head 
amounts, according to my figures, to 
£1,632,500. It is nearly nine years 
since the provision for new construction 
'in the Navy Estimates was so low as it is 
this year. Inasmuch as these reductions 
relate to new construction, and new con- 
struction carries with it all other Votes 
in the long run, if these reductions can 
only be maintained they give promise 
of other reductions in the future, and 
we hope to see, not automatic increases, 
but automatic decreases. That brings 
me to the second head on which | 
wish to address the House, and that 
is shipbuilding, and more particularly 
the new programme which we are pro- 
posing for the coming year. That is an 
(old story which was given away by 
myself in the month of July last year. [ 
do not think it is necessary to dwell on 
‘it. The main fact is that we are going 
'to add two Dreadnoughts and_ possibly 
three ; one fast unarmoured cruiser, five 
ocean-going destroyers, twelve first-class 
torpedo-boats, and twelve submarine 
It is usual for the House not to 
dwell on Vote 8 at this period of the 
_session, but to postpone that Vote until a 
t | later period of the session. May I say 
| that I hope an opportunity will be given 
‘to Members of the House to seé for 
themselves the existing Dreadnought and 
several other vessels in which they may 
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be interested in connection with a forth- 
coming visit of the Colonial Premiers. 
The Colonial Premiers will go to Ports- 


{5 Marcu 1907} 


mouth on Friday, 3rd May, to make their | 
inspection, and we hope a large number | 
of Members of this House will accompany | 


them. 


Although it is usual to postpone 
discussion upon details at this stage, there 
is one governing question I have no wish 
to evade. It may fairly be asked, “Is 
your provision adequate!” Or, to put it 
in the usual formula, “ Are we maintain- 
ing the two-Power standard?” I have 
watched the growth of the two-Power 
standard fora great many years. Origin- 
ally the two-Power standard meant two 
specitied European Powers. It was not 
a standard in the abstract—a mere 
Lombinans un 





chimera vucuo—it was 
a concrete thing; but at the best 
it was only a rule of thumb—a 


arough and ready test. There may be 
conceivable circumstances in whieh a 
two-Power standard might be too much, 
and there may be imaginable cireum- 
stances in which a three-Power standard 
would be too little. What the standard 
should be is, in its essence, a political 
question, not a Party question, but a 
question for Parliaments. Whether a 
given standard is maintained is not a 
political, but a scientific, technical, and 
naval question upon which the Admiralty 
of the day may justly claim to have a 
conclusive voice. I am here on the part 
of the Admiralty to say that, in their 
opinion, the two-Power standard will be 
adequately maintained with the pro- 
gramme of shipbuilding which we are 
bringing forward to-day. Knowing that 
this is a delicate subject, perhaps I 
ought to stop here. It is one of the 
embarrassments of my position that [ 
cannot say exactly what | know or think. 
There is always great danger of mis- 
understanding at home and still greater 
danger of misapprehension abroad. 
Therefore T have to be cautious. Bearing 
in mind these things, I may, I think, 
allude to one or two points not by way 
of argument, but by way of illustration. 
Let any hon. Member arrange the fleet 
of France and Germany alongside the 
fleets of Great Britain. I take France 
and Germany because that is the most 
uninvidious combination that can be 
made. [invite you to do that, having 
regard to the age, the size, the armaments, 
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and numbers ; and if you play that little 
Kriegspiel, | think you will come to the 
conclusion that I have—namely, that in 
respect of battleships we have a well- 
assured superiority over the two, and in 
respect of cruisers we have a still greater 
superiority. I would strongly recommend 
those who have not already done so to 
read the articles contributed to The Times 
newspaper recently by a distinguished 
friend and former colleague of mine, Sir 
William White, the late Chief Constructor 
to the Admiralty, a man whose authority 
on this subject is almost without rival. 
I would direct special attention to his 
estimates of the value of our warship 
building capacities, both public and 
private. Another point of illustration I 
have derived from a Return giving the 
expenditure on new construction of all 
the great naval Powers for the last ten 
years. The two-Power standard ceases 
to be applicable. For instance, France 
and Germany together are a long way 
below the United Kingdom, so I have 
thrown in a third Huropean Power which 
used to be almost a leading Power— 
namely, Russia. This is the result. In 
ten years, France, Russia and Germany 
all put together have added by new con- 
struction to their navy tonnage to the 
extent of 1,108,280; Great Britain in the 
same period added 1,132,205 tons. This 
is what some people call ‘a cheap Navy.” 
So it is. It is cheaper than any other 
navy. Taking the figures given in 
the Thomasson Return, we find that, 
while Russia built her new  construc- 
tion at a cost of £93 5s. per ton, 
Germany at a cost of £97 &s, and 
France at a cost of £124 6s. per ton, 
Great Britain pays only £88 per ton. 
In that sense we have a cheap Navy. 
It might be said, “ That is all very well 
ror old-type ships, but you are forgetting 
the ‘Dreadnought.’” I will meet that 
point in this way. Take as new types 
the “ Dreadnought” and her contempo- 
raries—those ships still on the stocks— 
the two “Lord Nelsons” and the three 
“Tnvincibles,” and as old ships all ships 
before the “ Dreadnonght.” As regards 
old ships, there is no difference of opinion 
that we have a superiority over France 
and Germany combined. Neither France 
nor Germany possess the equal of any 
one of our eight “ King Edward ” class or 
our six “ Warrior” cruisers. As to new 
types, we have one “ Dreadnought ” 
ready, a “ Lord Nelson” and her sister 
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ship, the “ Agamemnon,” completing, 
three “Dreadnoughts” laid down, and 
three “Invincibles” building. That is 
our programme. Against that neither 
France nor Germany have yet laid the 
keel of a single ship corresponding to 
these. Two years from now—namely, in 
the spring of 1909—the situation as 
regards completed ships of the new type 
will be this: We shall have completed 
six battleships and three cruisers—that 
is to say, two “Lord Nelsons,” four 
“ Dreadnoughts,” and three “ Invin- 


{COMMONS} 





cibles.” At that date neither France nor 
Germany will have a single ship com- 
pleted. In the autumn of 1909 we shall | 
still have completed our six battleships | 
and three cruisers ; France will still have 
none of the new type, and Germany will | 
have two battleships and one cruiser. | 
In the autumn of 1910 we shall have | 
eight, or, it may be, nine, battleships | 
completed and afloat, and three cruisers. | 
France will only have completed two | 
battleships ; Germany will have com-| 

| 


pleted four battleships and two cruisers. | 
So that I think hon. Members who are | 
nervous about the two-Power standard 
may possess their souls in patience for the 
next three and a half years. Bearing in 
mind our capacity for output, I may say 
that if unforeseen developments should | 
arise abroad which would require re- | 
newed efforts on our part, [ have no 
doubt the Admiralty will deal with the | 
situation with prudence, courage, and | 
common sense, 
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Selborne also in another place spoke in 
the same sense. In effect he said that if 
Parliament or the Press proposed to tie the 
hands of the Admiralty in distributing 
His Majesty’s ships, he for one would cease 
to be responsible for the Navy. I hope 
it will not be considered unbecoming of 
me to express the great satisfaction and 
pleasure I have felt at the patriotic 
attitude adopted by hon. and right hon. 
Gentlemen opposite, especially by those 
who have been responsible for naval 
administration in the past. The Home 
Fleet as now composed is in effect the 
culmination of a long series of the deal- 
ings with redistribution in the Navy. | 
will ask the House to follow me in 
attempting to trace its genesis—in con- 
sidering what I believe are the three 
stages in its evolution. We must carry 
our minds back first of all to the period 
previous to 1904. The second stage is 
that of the great reforms introduced by the 
right hon. Gentleman opposite in 1904; 
and the third stage is the present. What 
was the state of things before 1904, again 
thinking of battleships ? The British Navy 
fell then into two categorics, one con- 
sisting of ships in commission and the 
other of ships in reserve. ‘The ships in 
commission had full crews, those in 
reserve had no crews at all. The ships 
in commission were scattered over the 
great outlying fleets and in considerable 
numbers. The China Fleet had five 
battleships. The ships in reserve were 
either the dockyard reserve, which means 


|ships undergoing repairs and not nearly 


The only other subject upon which | 
I wish to say a few words is still more | 
delicate—it is the constitution of the 
Home Fleet. I cannot ignore the ran- 
corous Press campaign which raged for 
a time against the Home Fleet; but 
the less said about it the better. This is 
almost the first occasion on which the 
distribution of the Fleet has engaged the 
attention of Parliament. I remember 
one other occasion, and that was at the 
time of the Mediterranean scare. The 
right hon. Gentlemen opposite were in 
office when that scare was engineered 
by very nearly the same people, or the 
same sort of people, as are engaged in 
this campaign against us. Speaking on 
behalf of the Liberal Opposition of that | 
day, I declined emphatically to take any | 
part in the attempt then made to wrest | 
trom the Admiralty the disposition and | 
control of His Majesty’s ships. Lord | 
Mr. Edmund Robertson. 


ready for use, or ships in reserve which 
were in practice nearly ready for use, 
but which, in point of fact, were never 
used. Then, in 1904, came the great 
changes introduced by the right hon. 
Gentleman opposite. I will not go into 
them in detail, but the essence of the 
thing was that ships fell into two cate- 
gories. There were the ships in full 
commission scattered over the great out- 
lying fleets—still five battleships in China 
—and with full crews. The 
category consisted of ships in commission 
in reserve, divided into three divisions 


second 


| over the three ports, having some new 


features of remarkable importance and 
strength. First of all, the nucleus-crew 
system was introduced ; that meant put- 
ting ships in reserve with two-fifths of the 
ordinary crew. The second element, 
which led directly to the new proposals, 
was the emergency battleships and 
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cruisers, of which the personnel had been 
fully provided. There were two battle- 
ships or cruisers in each of the three 
ports. Then there was the concentration 
at home, and the special reserve. I am 
told that in 1904 the Admiralty came to 
the conclusion that the strength of the 
sea-going fleets was greater than strate- 
gical necessities required. Under the 
system established by the greit reforms 
of 1904, however, when the Atlantic and 
Channel Fleets were away from home, 
there were no fully-manned ships in home 
waters. The great developments which the 
Admiralty have made during the last six 
months have been fully described in the 
memorandum submitted by my noble 
friend the First Lord of the Admira!ty. 
The great outlying fleets will he reduced in 
strength, not below what they ought to 
be, but below what they have been up to 
the present. The China battleship fleet 
was brought home a short time ago. 
Having in hand these redundant vessels 
of the larger fleets, and having ships 
in commission in reserve, what the 
Admiralty has done is to amalgamate the 
remaining divisions into one home 
division—an amalgamation of all the 
forces not engaged in the sea-going 
fleets into one whole. There is the Nore 
division, consisting of six battleships, six 
cruisers, forty-eight destroyers, and all 
the attendant small craft, fully manned. 
Then those which are not fully manned, 
and which remain at Portsmouth and 
Devonport under the nucleus-crew sys- 
tem, will have their crews strengthened. 
In some of the ships the nucleus will 
be raised from two-fifths to three- 
fifths, and there will be a supply on 
a sliding scale of nucleus crews. Then, 
instead of the special reserve ships, 
which were of very doubtful utility, 
provision is made that special-service 
ships, meaning thereby ships available in 
time of war for special duties, shall be 
ready at four days notice if required. 


Mr. ARTHUR LEE: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman referring to the ‘ Royal 
Sovereign ” class ? 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : Yes, 
that class would be included, no doubt. 
This new category of vessels for special 


service takes the place of what was called | 


I submit that the | 
'sea-going fleet, like the Mediterranean 


the special reserve. 
whole of these proposals are the logical 
development and consequence of the 
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' future. 
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great change that took place in 1904. I 
have been giving a history of the facts 
which led up to the constitution of the 
Home Fleet, and I must show the House its 
We are dealing only with the 
first phase of the Home Fleet. There are 
other phases, and I am informed by the 
responsible officers that the organisation 
of the Home Fleet will not be complete 
until May, 1908. So that is only the 
first stage of the Home Fleet. I submit 
on that statement the House would be 
satisfied that the constitution of the Home 
Fleet is not proposed by us, but that it 
follows not only in chronological, but also 
in logical, sequence upon the reforms which 
took place in 1904. At all events it is 
put forward by the Admiralty as being, in 
their opinion, the best for the redistribu- 
tion of ships and men in the Navy. The 


chief feature, obviously, is the concentra- 


tion of strength in home waters, and its 
chief result will be the additional 
security of the people of these islands 
against what I believe is their only 
danger, and that, I hope, not a serious 
one, viz., that of sudden raid. It may 
be an imaginary danger, but I would 
not enter on that question; still, 
whether imaginary or not, I think 
the people of these islands have some 
right to consideration on that point. 
[ will only add that the other fleets are 
not reduced, in the opinion of the 
Admiralty advisers, below the strength 
proper to the situation at the present 
moment. The Channel Fleet, in particu- 
lar, I am told, is essentially stronger than 
it has been since 1905. Speaking 
generally, all the fleets will be kept up to 
strength by the system of reliefs which 
will be established from the ships of the 
Home Fleet. It was argued at one time, 
with a certain show of force, that by mov- 
ing a certain number of battleships and 
cruisers from what are called the sea-going 
fleets, and putting them into the Home 
Fleet, we were reducing what is called the 
sea-time—the amount of time of the 
fleet in practice at sea. As to that I 
have been careful to obtain correct official 
figures. I asked my advisers for a com- 
parison between the sea-time of the Home 
Fleet and that of the other fleets, at 
the present time and some years ago; 


‘and also, if possible, between the sea- 


time of our own fleet and that of a 
foreign fleet. I am told that a typical 


Fleet, now spends about 40 per cent. 
2A 
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more time at sea than it did six years 


{COMMONS} 
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*Mr. ARTHUR LEE (Hampshire, 


ago. That is proved by the actual) Fareham) said he did not propose to go 


hours under way. 


fleets ; therefore their sea service will be 
on a par with that of the sea-going fleets 
six years ago. Although a_ certain 


number of vessels have been withdrawn | 


from the Channel, Mediterranean, and 
Atlantic Fleets and attached to the Home 
Fleet, yet on the whole the work of both 


officers and men at sea has increased. | 
The large number of men formerly in | 


the barracks and training establishments, | ; . 
‘from the practical suspension of foreign 


‘shipbuilding programmes through causes 
| which were well known to the right hon. 


who get no sea work at all, have now 
been put into the Home Fleet, where 
they will get 70 per cent. of the sea 
work t» be got in the other fleets. A 
comparison may be made with a foreign 
navy. I have taken one, the name of 
which, however, I prefer not to give. 
The result is that their sea-time stands 
to ours as one to 3°25. That, I think, is 
a sufficient answer to the apprehension 
that we are ruining the Navy by 
establishing a Home Fleet. The only 
other criticism which seems to have had 
any effect on the public mind is one by 
which it is implied that it is to be an 
insufficient and undermanned Home 
Fleet. The idea seems to be that all the 
ships and men of the Navy should be 
engaged in constant sea practice in the 
same way as the sea-going fleet. If all 
the ships of the Navy were fully manned, 
in order to have the same amount of sea 
practice as the sea-going fleet, that 


would mean an addition to the Navy | 


Estimates of £4,000,000 a year. It has 


also been represented that we are making | 


these changes in order to cheapen the 
Navy. I wish I could give the House an 
assurance that there will be savings. I 


hope there may be some, but I fear they | 


At any rate [| : 
5 ‘from the Cawdor standard, and it was 


will not be considerable. 
have not been able to get any reliable 
figures as to the probable financial 
result of the changes which we propose. 


Navy, the shipbuilding programme, and | 
the distribution of the Fleet, the three | 
matters which govern naval policy ; and I | 
have only to thank the House for the kind | 
indulgence with which it has heard me. | 


Motion made, and Question proposed, | 
“That Mr. Speaker do now leave the | 
Chair.” 


Mr. Eumund Robertson. 


The Home Feet, | jnto detail wi h regard to the financial 
including the nucleus-crew ships, will | 
now be at sea about 70 per cent. of | 
the time spent at sea by the sea-going | 


aspect of the question, because the late 
Chancellor of the Exchequer would be 
able to deal with it more completely, 


|The right hon. Gentleman had taken 
credit for the fact that the Shipbuilding 


Vote, which practically determined the 
magnitude of the rest of the Estimates, 
now stood lower than it had done at 
any time during the last nine years, 


/But he had altogether left out of 
/account the abnormal good fortune 


which the Government had _ enjoyed 


Gentleman, and which could no: be 
expected to be permanent. He was 
most anxious to avoid anything like 
Party or captious criticism, but there were 
certain portions of the Government 
policy which it was difficult to understand, 
which had not yet been clearly explained, 
and which in the absence of further 
explanation were bound to call forth 
severe criticism from many quarters. 
He did not propose on this occasion to 
deal with two most important questions, 
namely, naval works and the abrupt 
termination of the system of building 
under loans and the shipbuilding pro- 
gramme. Those were points which would 
be dealt with better on Vote 10 and 


on the Shipbuilding Vote itself later on 


in the session. Often the estimates of the 
Government at this period did not agree 
with what was actually proposed in the 
Shipbuilding Vote, and so he would 
reserve his detailed criticism upon those 
points. Speaking generally, howe er, 
the programme agreed with what was 
forecast last year. The Opposition made 
their protest then against the reduction 


use'ess for him to repeat that protest. 


| But since then a new fact had arisen in 


I have now explained the finances of the | the loss of the “ Montagu.” 


‘time the Shipbuilding Vote was intro- 


At the 


duced last year there were hopes that 
that vessel would be saved, but they 
now knew that it had been lost, and 
therefore the Government had _ really 
sanctioned the striking off of two 


battleships from the shipbuilding pro- 
gramme, because in the normal case the 
' “Montagu” would have to be replaced. 
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It was very fortunate that the right 
hon. Gentleman had b>en able to give 
the House definite information with 
regard to the state of foreign shipbuilding 
programmes, which had been so unex- 
pec'edly delayed. The late Admiralty 
Board had been attacked because they 
invented the “ Dreadnought,” but it 
was mainly owing to that inven'ion 
that the right hon. Gentleman had been 
able this year to reduce his programme, 
because it had caused other countries to 
stand still until they had made up their 
minds as to the best type of ship. That 
had perhaps justified the Admiralty in 
temporarily slackening their shipbuilding 
programme, but it was only a temporary 
delay on the part of foreign nations, who 
would now be s‘raining every nerve to 
make up for lost time. The right hon. 
Gentleman had stated that the new 
building programme was dependent to 
the extent of 334 per cent. upon the 
decisions of The Hague Conference. 
Did the Government seriously believe 
that there was any reasonable proba- 
bility or possibility of our naval rivals 
being attracted by the bai- which the 
Government was holding out to them ? 
Surely they had already made sufficient 
sacrifices on the altar of peace and 
economy by cutting out two battleships, 
including the non-replaced “ Montagu,” 
and by reducing the Regular Army by 
over 16,000 men. Really it was getting 
very difficult to know where The Hague 
Conference and the enthusiasm of the 
Prime Minister was leading them. It 
was apparently leading to unfortunate 
misunderstandings with both friends and 
acquaintances, and there were no signs 
whatever that the policy was leading 
them in the direction so earnestly desired 
by the Prime Minister and Mr. Stead. 
The Prime Minister had just published 
in The Nation a remarkable manifesto 
upon our naval policy and its innocent 
motives. His remarks did not seem to 
have met with that hearty sympathy 
of foreign countries which, no doubt, 
the right hon. Gentleman anticipated. 
They had been received with ill-concea‘ed 
anxiety in France and open irritation in 


Germany. Alluding to the naval strength 
of this country the Prime Minister 
wrote— 


“We have already given earnest of our 
sincerity by the considerable reductions that 
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have been effected in our naval and military 
expenditure. . . . It has, however, been sug- 
gested that our example will count for nothing, 
beeause our preponderant naval position will 
still remain unimpaired. I do not believe it. 
The sea power of this country implies no 
challenge to any single State or group of 
States. Iam persuaded that throughout the 
world that power is recognised as non-aggres- 
sive, and innocent of designs against the 
independence, the commercial freedomn, and 
the legitimate development of other States, 
and that it is, therefore, a mistake to imagine 
that the naval Powers will be disposed to 
regard our position on the sea as a bar to any 
proposal! for the arrest of armaments.” 


And he concluded by saying— 

“Tf our Fleets be invulnerable, they carry 
with them no menace across the waters of the 
world, but a message of the most cordial 
vood will.” 

[MrntsteRtAL cheers.] Yes, but those 
were the sentiments of all countries 
who believed in sea power, for them- 
selves. He would also like to quote 
what the semi-official Cologne Gazette 
said on this subject on 3rd June, 1906— 

‘*The German Fleet offers no danger of 
aggression to France or England, and it is 
clear that the considerations which admit of 
reduction in English naval armaments do not 
hold good for us in an equal measure.” 

It was always the interests of peace 
that the right hon. Gentleman, and those 
who thought with him, had in view. 
And so it was with our naval rivals, as 
illustrated by the telegram sent by the 
German Navy League to the German 
Emperor, in May of last year. It ran— 

‘“May the development of our Fleet soon 
make such progress that peace, towards the 
preservation of which your -Majesty’s efforts 
are continually directed, may continue to be 
assured,” 

That showed, at any rate, that the right 
hon. Gentleman and our foreign rivals in 
the matter of shipbuilding were proceed- 
ing upon the same lines towards the 
attainment of the same object, viz., 
peace. But, after all, what was more 
important was the view of the Govern- 
ment as to the standard of strength we 
ought to maintain. The Prime Minister 
had referred to the ‘ preponderating 
naval position of this country on the 
sea,” and our “ paramount posi ion.” But 
those were vague generalities, and what 
they were entitled to know was what was 
the official definition of the strength con- 
sidered necessary for us to maintain. 
That ought to be expressed in terms which 
could easily be understood by the people 
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of this country and abroad. For the past | as our maximum strength also; but let 
eighteen years they were supposed to us not make ourselves ridiculous in 
have maintained the two-Power standard, | the eyes of the world by going before 
and by that it had always been under-| the Conference with the bait of one 
stood they meant superiority over the | “‘ Dreadnought” which might be 
joint navies of any'two-Powers. There | dropped if other Powers cut out 
was an admirable definition of it in the | something else, as if we were putting 
Amendment put down by the hon. Mem-/out a piece of toasted cheese to 
ber for King’s Lynn. He hoped that | catch unwary mice. The other Powers 
Amendment would be pressed to a divi-| were not unwary, and they would not 
sion if no assurance was given onthe sub- be fooled in tha’ way. He hoped the 
ject by the Government. That view of Prime Minister, when at the Conference 
the two-Power standard was never chal- he held out that bait to the other 
lenged by any Party or Government in | Powers, would be able to obtain some 
this House until last July. The Prime result in suspending — shipbuilding. 
Minister himself held the view up to a, He expressed that hope quite as strongly 
short time ago that our Navy should be as the right hon. Gentleman could, but 
equal to that of any two other Powers. he did not believe that any such thing 
In a speech which the right hon. Gentle- | was possible. 
— a ae pes ae he aed Now he came to what he might call 
‘*He accepted the doctrine that our Fleet ~ een side of the peomem, “i 
should equal any other two Fleets in the which the Secretary to the Admiralty had 
world.” : dealt at considerable length, namely, the 
distribution of the existing fleets. So far 
But that was not what the Secretary to” as that distribution was merely strategic 
the Admiralty had said to-day, nor was he need hardly say that he would make no 
it what the Prime Minister said in July observations upon it. That rust be left to 
last. The right hon. Gentleman used the sole discretion of the Sea Lords, and 
language then which caused considerable possibly the Defence Committee. But 
anxiety among the friends of the Navy. in this case the redistribution had in- 
The right hon, Gentleman said— volved serious reductions in the sea- 
“ When you talk of the two-Power standard, | going fleets, and particularly the Channel 
after all you cannot keep out of your mind Fleet, which had been reduced from 
Sep Sow Sowers eee. ‘seventeen battleships to fourteen, and 
and he added— from six cruisers to four. There had been 
“T do not object to the two-Power standard corresponding reductions in the Mediter- 
as a rough guide, but this is a two-Power Tanean and Atlantic Fleets. What were 
standa'd cf almost a preposterous kind.” the new circumstances which had arisen 
ee since last year to justify those reductions 
That was in comple e contradiction of | in the sea-going fleets? The right hon. 
his previous utterance on the subject. Gentleman spoke of certain “ redundant ” 
It was an entirely new definition of the | ships in those fleets, but he did not 
two- Power standard, and introduced into explain why they were redundant. 
it the fatal elements of uncertainty, ; 
fluctuation, and dependence on diplomacy. ee aed a 
He hoped that the ivondnannt would | Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : What 
find it possible to make a definite declara- | I meant to say was that as to the 
tion that they would stand by the two- | strategical question the Admiralty have 


Power standard as always hitherto | for some time been of opinion that the 
; sea-going fleets were too  strong— 


understood by the House. Surely it | , 

would be safer and simpler if we | Stronger than the strategical wants of 
were to stick to the old, ha'lowed | the day demanded. 

and well understood definition of that 

standard. Surely it would be more| *Mr. LEEsaid that was a policy which 
honest if we went before The Hague! he never heard of when he was at the 
Conference saying that we regarded the| Board of Admiralty. It might have 
two-Power standard as our minimum | been arrived at since. At any rate, the 
strength, and, if the Government liked, ' naval strength of our chief rivals had 


Mr. Arthur Lee. 
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not been reduced in past years. He 
did not say that they had _ been 
greatly increased but, during the last 
year, two battleships of the ‘ Deutsch 


land’ class had been added to the 
active fleet of the German Navy. 


The Admiralty might have good reasons 
for these reductions, but he thought the 
right hon. Gentleman ought to tell the 
House what they were. That brought 
them to the whole question of secrecy. 
He supported the right hon. Gentleman 
last year in his desire to keep con- 
fidential the designs of new ships. But 
there was a point at which secrecy and 
reticence could become positively harm- 
ful to the Admiralty and the country 
at large. He thought that on the matter 
of hese reductions they should have a 
fullstatement. The right hon. Gentleman 


had also dealt with the vexed question of 


the Home Fleet. He had stated that the 
Admiralty had been subjected to a“ ran- 
corous Press” campaign which often was 
not well informed. He did not wish 
himself to engage in it. He thought it 
had been largely owing to misunder- 
standings, which had been increased by 
the unofficial defenders of the Admiralty, 
who in many cases had merely deepened 
the obscurity and made “confusion 
worse confounded.” If explanations 
were needed, would it not have been 
better that the Admiralty should make 
them officially, rather than inspire un- 
official defenders outside to carry out the 
task—a task for which very often they 
were incompetent, and in the pursuit of 
which, with the best intentions, they often 
showed a great deal more zeal than 
knowledge. The points under  con- 
troversy had really never been made 
clear by the Admiralty, and he thought 
that a great deal of the criticism had 
consequent y been” justified. The Ad- 
miralty had never made clear whether 
the Home Fleet was to be the first line 
of defence or the reserve. The right 
hon. Gentleman had cleared up that 
point toa large extent this afternoon. It 
had been hastily concluded in many 
quarters that the Home Fleet was in- 
tended as the first line of defence. He 
did not think any competent authority 
would have defended the keeping of the 
first line of defence on the nucleus crew 
basis. The reasons were obvious. He 
did not think that any responsible officer 
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afloat would contend that the Home 
Fleet as at present constituted would 
| possibly be equal in efficiency to the 
| sea-going fleets. The Commander-in-Chief 
| lived ashore, and he would like to ask 
‘Sir Arthur Wilson whether that was 
the proper place for the Commander- 
in-chief of a fighting fleet. In passing 
he would like to express the satis- 
faction of those who had _ been 
at the Admiralty at the promotion 
of that gallant officer, thus securing 
his service to the country on the 
active list for another five years. 
Could the right hon. Gentleman __pro- 
duce any competent expert who would 
admit that any fleet was really efticient 
‘for active naval warfare unless it was 
constantly exercised at sea, and unless the 
captains of the various ships knew the capa- 
bilities of each other and of the different 
ships in the squadron? The right hon. 
Gentleman had told the House that this 
fleet was to be at sea 70 per cent. of the 
time spent at sea by the other seagoing 
fleets. Surely that was an admission of its 
inferiority. ‘The Nore division, which had 
been described as an emergency division, 
should at any rate be kept up to the 
standard of efficiency of the Channel and 
other Fleets. But he now understood that 
the intention of the Admiralty was that 
the Home Fleet should really be in the 
nature of a reserve, and that it was merely 
the old Reserve Fleet renamed and re- 
arranged. He understood from the right 
hon. Gentleman that it was not intended 
to compare in war efficiency with the sea- 
going fleets. He thought it was im- 
portant that that point should be made 
absolutely clear to the country, so that 
there should be no reliance placed upon it 
as a first line in case of emergency. 
Another matter which the right hon. 
Gentleman did not make clear, although it 
was referred to in the statement of the 
First Lord, was that a large portion of the 
Home Fleet was not available, and could 
not be available, for a long time to come, 2s 
it was to undergo large repairs and refits. 
‘That was a matter which should have been 
made clear when the right hon. Gentle- 
'man was talking of the present strength 
of those fleets. The point that many of 


those friendly to the Admiralty could not 
understand was why the newest and best 
ships were to be drafted, as completed, 
| to the Home Fleet, instead of to the sea- 
Surely the best 


‘going Channel Fleet, 
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ships ought to be concentrated in the first 
fighting line. It was this strange policy 
of placing the best ships in the reserve 
that had led to the greater portion 
of the criticism which the right 
hon. Gentleman said had largely arisen 
from misunderstandings. He feared that 
the Admiralty, in their anxiety to get the 
fullest credit for creating the Home Fleet, 
had been trying to represent it-as both a 
first line anda reserve. But there was 
this danger in connection with the creation 
of the Home Fleet, that it might encourage 
the more frequent absence of the Channel 
Fleet from home waters for diplomatic 
reasons. Only the other day Lord Lovat 
elicited the disyuieting statement that 
there was not a single battleship in full 
commission in British waters or within 
three days of British waters at that time. 
He certainly hoped the establishment of 
the Home Fleet would not lead the 
Admiralty to yield to diplomatic or other 
pressure to allow the Channel Fleet to be 
kept at a distance from home waters 
in view of the possibility which always 
existed of an unexpected raid against 
this country. The whole secret of naval 
success, as shown by the recent war in the 
Far East, was to strike sudden and unex- 
pected blows. Surely that lesson was 
well understood by all our naval rivals, 
and particularly by those who were 
inferior to us in strength and could only 
possibly achieve success by such means. 
He had talked this question over with 
many sea officers outside the Admiralty. 
While they had nothing but praise for 
the improvement effected by the re- 
organisation of the Reserve Fleet, they 
were unanimous, as far as he could judge, 
in the opinion that the newest and best 
ships ought to be drafted into the Channel 
Fleet and that as many of the newest 
and best ships as possible should be con- 


centrated under our chief fighting 
admiral. The first line should consist of 


the best ships, which should be kept in 
front of the Reserve Fleet ; the second 
line should consist of second best ships 
and be kept behind. There were one or 
two other points to which he wished to 
draw attention. As to the laying down 


of a fast unarmoured cruiser in Pembroke | 


Dockyard, he thought it had been under- 
stood that the laying down of this class 
of ship had been abandoned for good. If 
the real purpose were to delay the demise 
of a moribund dockyard, he did not see 
why that could not be as well fulfilled by 
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building submarines as had been ongin- 
ally intended. The report made by the 
First Lord regarding the health of 
cadets at Osborne College was a very 
serious matter, affecting as it did the 
whole rising generation of naval officers, 
It was significant that no similar epi- 
demics had occurred at the sister college 
at Dartmouth. The epidemics consisted 
of only two kinds, and he had heard it 
stated that they were due to the same 
cause, the disintegration into fine dust of 
the surface of the uralite, of which the 
buildings were made. He would be 
very glad if the Civil Lord could give 
the House some information on that 
subject. Surely in the interests of the 
cadets and of the public it would be 
better to rebuild the premises with brick, 
if necessary, rather than to construct a 
large new infectious hospital. Another 
point raised by the First Lord in his state- 
ment was the excessive cost to parents of 
the courses of tuition at Osborne. He 
confessed that he was astonished to see a 
practical appeal by the First Lord to 
private charity to make it possible for 
cadets coming from the poorer classes to 
go to Osborne. If the Government 
thought it desirable that in future officers 
should be obtained from a great number 
of classes they ought to reduce the fees at 
Osborne, instead of suggesting that the 
cost should be borne by some one else. 
And yet they actually proposed that 
local authorities should undertake to 
pay fees for naval cadets from their 
districts; in other words, that these 
cadets should be put on the rates. He 
did not think such a suggestion was 
worthy of a great Department. He 
hoped for a clear declaration from the 
Government of what they officially under- 
stood by the two-Power standard. They 
ought to know that before they con- 
sidered the question of going to The 
Hague Conference with a reduction of our 
programme. 


THe PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or THE TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs) : 
I intervene only for a few moments 
owing to the very pointed reference 
the hon. Member who has just sat down 
made to me at the beginning of his 
speech. I wish, before dealing with 
what he said, to express my admiration of 
the way in which my right hon. friend 
has introduced these Estimates, I 
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remember a very experienced and obser- | 
vant public servant, part of whose duty it | 
was to be present on these occasions | 
either for the Army or the Navy, who 
told me once that he had never heard a 
speech made on either of those classes of 
Estimates that was uot immediately pro- 
nounced from the opposite side of the 
House to be a most lucid statement. 
“Lucid ” is supposed to be the regulation 
compliment. My right hon. friend was 
more than lucid; he was thoroughly 
businesslike ; there was less make-weight 
in his speech, I think, than in any speech 
to which I have listened. It was really 
a model of Parliamentary oratory, if 
oratory is the proper word to employ. 
The hon. Member who has just spoken 
plunged into the question of The Hague 
Conference and the international policy 
of this country. I do not know whether 
the hon. Member can be taken as repre- 
senting the policy or opinion of the Front 
Bench opposite. I am sorry if it is so. 
To choose him for that purpose was, I , 
think a little extraordinary, because [ 
remember only a year or two ago the , 
hon. Member made one of the most in- 
discreet and improper speeches. [Oppost- 
TION cries of “Oh.”|. I withdraw the 
word “improper”; [ say incorrect. 


*Mr. ARTHUR LEE : Incorrectly re- 


ported, yes, 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
That was the hon. Gentleman’s mis- 
fortune. As it was reported it was a 
most provoking speech towards a great 
European Power with whom we were on 
good terms and still remain on good terms, | 
and I remember I asked at the time 
whether the head of the Government had 
yet rebuked him. At all events he calls 
upon me, and in the first place he brings 
up the old story of the two-Power 
standard. I am entirely in favour of the 
two-Power standard, but we must not 
think that we are either doing enough or 
two much in talking about the two-Power 
standard. My hon. friend has proved 
that we are far beyond the two-Power 
standard. He has proved that we are 
perfectly safe from any infringement of 
that test for the next three and a half 
years. Therefore, for us to spend our 
time in an academic discussion whether 
the two-Power standard isa good thing 
or a bad thing seems rather foolish. What 


| for calling it together ? 
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I said last year was pretty much to this 
effect, to deprecate a too slavish use of a 
useful phrase such as this, which I en- 
tirely accepted myself. Supposing we 
were at any time to be in close alliance 
with the two-Powers with the largest 
navies—however close that alliance may 
be, however almost inconceivable it would 
he that we were to be on bad terms— 
should we still rigidly adhere to this 
two-Power standard [OpposiTION cries 
of “Yes”| and go on putting down 
ship for ship if one or other of these 
Powers went on building? We have 
not arrived at that stage of things yet. 
When we do arrive at it I think there 
will be a good deal of difference of 
opinion on the subject. Generally 
speaking, I agree with the two-Power 
standard, as I said last year, as a rough- 
and-ready method by which we can 
test our naval strength. But then the 
hon. Member is full of regret that we 
have gone as far as we have and that I in 
particular have gone as far as I have gone 
in commending to the world a cessation of 
this rivalry of armaments, which I believe 
to be an insufferable burden. He regards 
it as ridiculous to attempt to get any 
hearing for such a strange doctrine at 
The Hague Conference. The Hague 
Conference may be said to be the inven- 
tion of the Emperor of Russia, and what 
was the very first subject brought before 
The Hague Conference, and what was the 
main topic which was the justification 
It was this very 
question of reducing the rate of extrava- 
gant military expenditure among the 
Powers. Ido not believe that what was 
a proper and indeed the main topic of 
discussion on that occasion can be 
altogether ridiculous and out of place five 
years afterwards, when the world has, I 
hope, grown, rather than fallen off, in 
wisdom. I can assure the hon. Member 
that I have said nothing on the subject 
calculated to give offence to any one. 
The hon. Gentleman said that I spoke of 
the British Navy as being instituted for 
purposes of peace. He declared that 
others could say the same, and said “ Why 
even the German Emperor professes to 
be a friend of peace.” 


(Navy Estimates). 


LEE: I said nothing of the 
I quoted from a telegram from the 


*MR. 
kind. 


‘German Navy League to the German 
Emperor. 
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Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN :| has taken up, I may say for myself, 
Oh! The German Navy League. I| before I proceed to tae substance of his 
believe they are the friends of peace ; but | remarks, that 1 do not think he was well 
I think it is not very good tactics or very | advised in going back to a speech delivered 
good taste for us to assume on the part | three years ago by my hon. friend, which 
of a certain Great Power and on the part | was misreported and unfairly commented 
of a body like the German Navy League | on, and which, whether it was misreported 
that they have any other object than| or not, is certainly not relevant to this 
peace which they think to bring about by | debate, and may well be left to belong to 
strengthening the power of their country. | those controversies which from time to 
That is our view, of course. So far from | time arise in this House—controversies 
doing any harm by bringing it forward, I) which are perfectly justifiable when they 
conceive it is our duty to bring it for- } arise, but hardly worth while reviving 
ward, holding the opinion we do—holding | some years after their natural demise. 
the opinion that there is a great move-| The right hon. Gentleman was asked by 
ment of feeling among thinking people | my hon. friend—and this was not an old 
in all the nations of the world in favour | and musty question, but strictly relevant 
of abitration and the peaceful settlement | to the subject before the House—whether 
of disputes, and of some restraint on the | he adhered to the new version of the two- 
enormous expenditure involved in the | Power standard which he gavo for the 
present system so long as it exists. [| first time in the course of last year. [ 
for my part should not have thought I| hoped at the time that the right hon. 
was doing right or that I could continue | Gentleman spoke rashly and inadvertently 
to hold the position I occupy if I did not | and would be prepared to explain, or ex- 
use any power I have to give encourage- | plain away, the new policy he then, for 
ment to and to help on, as far as I can, | the first time, laid down; but I do not 
that sort of feeling. There is no sinister | gather that he has altered his view. I 
purpose in this country to force on any | gather that the view he then expressed 
Power a reduction of their armaments, ! is still his view, though I do not believe 
even if we could. We have no desire to! any Member on his Front Bench shares 
interfere with the proper discretion of | it. He still holds that the two 
those who know best their own interests | Pcwer standard does not mean, as it 
and what are the wishes of their own | has always been thought to mean on both 
poople ; but, knowing the feeling of this | sides of the House, a strength in our Fleet 
House, and the wishes and desires of the | which would enable us to engage with 
people of this country, we have desired, | good hope of success the fleets of any two 
and still desire, to place ourselves in the | Pewers that might be arrayed against 
very front rank of those who think that | us—or, in other words, that our Fleet 
the warlike attitude of Powers as dis-| should be, not only equal to, but have a 
played by the excessive growth of arma- | margin of safety beyond, the strength of 
ments is a curse to Europe, and that the the fleets of any two other Powers. That 
sooner it is checked, in however moderate | is what the phrase “ the two-Power stand- 
a degree, the better. | ard” has hitherto meant in the mouth of 
every speaker in this House, whether he 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of Lon- | approved of such a standard or not. At 
don) : In ordinary circumstances, if I took | all events, the meaning was _ perfectly 
any part in this debate, I should certainly | clear and explicit. But the right hon. 
have reserved myself till a later stage ;| Geatleman last year, and again on the 
but the course taken by the right hon. | present occasion, has thrown a cloud of 
Gentleman—I do not complain at all of | confusion into this subject. 
it—of getting up at once to reply to the 
criticism of my hon. friend near me has| Sir H. CAMPBBLL-BANNERMAN : 
turned, for the moment, the debate into! I sid I agreed with it entirely as a rule. 
a broader and more international line than | 








the question that you, Mr. Speaker, do Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Asa rule? I 
now leave the chair on the Navy Esti-| really do not want to take up the right 
mates, usually follows. It willin these| hon. Gentleman in any verbal attack. 
circumstances be fitting for me to say a| This is far too serious a matter. There 
few words in commentary and criticism | is the possibility of two very different 
of the position the right hon. Gentleman opinions on this subject. One is that 
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which I have just expressed—namely, {sc conveniently defer for the present 


that this country should have, and always | 


have, no matter what its foreign alliances 
and relations may be, at least a naval 
strength which will enable it to deal, with 
good hope of success, with the fleets of 
any two other nations which may be 
brought against it. That is a perfectly 
clear policy. But there is another policy 
which can be stated quite clearly, and 
which may be brought against the other, 
and IT should have thought it was embodied 
in the speech of the right hon, Gentleman 
last year and his speech to-day. That 
second view I understand to be that, 
while the two-Power standard is a con- 
venient phrase and may represent a good 
ordinary working hypothesis, neverthe- 
less, if you feel you are on really good 
terms with one of the great naval Powers 
whose strength was to be taken into 
account in measuring the fleet we ought 
to build, then we may rightly and safely 
and patriotically fall below that two- 
Power standard which I have endeavoured 
to define and which I thought had been 
hitherto accepted. These are two entirely 
different schools of thought, and I had 
hoped that there was unanimity in 
favour of the first. But unless the speech 
in which the right hon. Gentleman intro- 
duced the Estimates does not deserve the 
epithet of lucid which was applied to it 
by my hon. frien}, and unless the right 
hon. Gentleman was much more obscure 
than he usually is, he appears to have been 
seduced into the error the Prime Minister 
has followed, and he does not hold, any 
more than the Prime Minister, that the 
two-Power standard as I have defined it 
ought to be preserved in this country. 
I think that a most serious statement. 
It is perfectly true that at this moment the 
Government have a very easy task in 
keeping up the two-Power standard, 
because, owing to the fact that we, the 
late Government, began, with the consent 
of the late Opposition, the policy of 
building Dreadnoughts—it is owing to 
that, and, I believe, to that alone, that 
there is a pause in foreign shipbuilding at 
the present moment. Therefore, the 
question does not come up practically at 
this moment. ‘The two-Power standard, 
as we hold it, and as right hon. Gentle- 
men opposite held it formerly, does not 
clash and does not come up here at the 
present moment, But, Sir, the time of 
strain for the House and the country, 


which right hon. Gentlemen opposite can | 


financial year, will come when foreign 
countries have determined on the type of 
ships with which they propose to meet 
the Dreadnoughts, and when, having 
determined that, they proceed to build 
Dreadnoughts, or the equivalents of 
Dreadnoughts, according to the pro- 
gramme they have announced. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : When 


will the time arrive ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Quite so. I 
understand in three-and-a-half years, 
according to the right hon. Gentleman. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON: In 
three-and-a-half years France will have 
built two battleships and Germany four 
battleships and two cruisers, if they keep 
to their programme. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I thought 
the right hon. Gentleman distinctly stated 
it would not be for three-and-a-half years. 
Let me concentrate him on my point. 
My proposition is that there are foreign 
nations who have distinctly laid down 
that they mean to increase their naval 
strength. They are pausing in this 
policy and in carrying out their pro- 
gramme because they have not deter 
mined the type of ship to build. When 
they have determined that, then will 
come the strain for this House, then the 
burden will be thrown on the taxpayer, 
and then we shal! have to determine 
whether we mean to take the easy path 
adumbrated by the right hon, Gentleman, 
or, at all costs and sacrifices, to adhere to 
the two-Power standard, as_ hitherto 
understood in this House and the country. 


Now I do not know on the shoulders 
of what Administration this burden will 
fall, whether this House of Commons or 
another House of Commons will have to 
sanction it, but however the House is 
constituted I earnestly trust that when 
the time of trial comes, as I fear it will 
come, the Government will have the 
strength and courage to propose, and the 
House of Commons the patriotism to 
support, any sacrifice that may be re- 
quired to make us safe against any com- 
bination of any two Powers throughout 
the world. [Cries of ‘ Agreed.”’}] Yes, 
agreed by everybody but the Prime 
Minister, a very improtant man, and 
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it is no use his faithful followers shouting | 
“* Agreed ” to me when he does not. 


{COMMONS} 
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that matter is likely to increase their 
suspicion in the highest possible way, 


| Let me refer to what the right hon. 


Str H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
The worst of it is I shouted it too. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Then may it 
truly be said that I have not risen in 
vain on this occasion when I have got 
the explicit statement from the Prime 
Minister, even by way of interjection, 
which he has failed to give in two set 
speeches. Then I come, if the House 
allows me, to that part of the Prime 
Minister’s speech which dealt with The 
Hague Conference and the comments of 
my hon. friend on the subject of The 
Hague Conference. I think the hon. 
Gentleman was loudly and _ properly 
cheered when he expressed his aversion to 
the growing burden of armaments in this 
country, and all other countries. I do 
not suppose there is a single man in this 
House who dissents from the aspirations 
he expressed. I am ready and I am 
sure my hon. friend is ready to go further 
and to say that if the right hon. Gentle- 
man, through The Hague Conference, 
or by any other machinery, can really 
find a method by which consistently with 
the security of the Empire this burden 
can be diminished, he will receive the 
unanimous and grateful thanks of every 
section of the community, whatever 
may be their political creed. Of course 
everybody must desire the end which 
the Prime Minister has in view; the 
question is, is he going the right way | 
about it. Do the declarations which 
he has made—which he has publicly | 
expressed in a formal document—are 
they really calculated to bring us nearer 
the end which he and we all desire? 
I am afraid I cannot take the view that 
they are calculated to produce those 
admirable results. There is always the 
danger, necessarily, human nature being 
what it is and international suspicions 
being what they are, that when you 
deal with this question of armaments, 
foreign nations will suspect your motive 
and think that you are trying to relieve 
yourselves of burdens by inducing them 
to diminish their expenditure, without 
in reality doing anything to reduce your 
own strength. That is always the danger 
we'are bound to run, and I am bound to 
say the Prime Minister’s way of putting | 
Mr. A. J. Balfour. 


, was before ?” 


Gentleman said. 
article— 


It is at the end of the 


“* Let me in conclusion say a word on the part 
of Great Britain. We (that is the Government 
of the country) have already given earnest 
of our sincerity by the considerable reductions 
that have been effected in our naval and 
military expenditure.” 

Now, Sir, it is quite true that the Army 
Estimates show a reduction this year, and 
it is quite true that the Navy Estimates 
show a reduction this year, though I 
believe a very small one. But when the 
right hon. Gentleman goes with these 
two reductions in his hands to The Hague 
Conference and says to the diplomatists 
there collected together, “‘ We come 
before you with the earnest of our 
peace-loving intentions; look how we have 
reduced our Estimates; look how we 
have reduced our Navy,” then the foreign 
diplomatists may say: “ Well, that is 
quite right, but are we to understand that 
your Army is weaker for offensive purpose, 
than it was before, or that vour Navy is 
weaker for offensive purposes than it 
[‘‘Oh.”] They must ask 
that; that is the point; it is not what 
your Navy costs or what your Army 
costs, it is their efficiency as a possible 
hostile weapon against other nations. 
Then the foreign diplomatists will turn 
for a commentary from the Prime 
Minister’s article 





Sik H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
At your suggestion. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: That is a very 
unworthy interruption. [‘ Oh.”] He will 
turn from the Prime Minister’s article 
to the speech made by the Minister for 
War and the speech made by the repre- 
sentative of the Admiralty, and he will 
see that the Minister for War claims 
that his plan will for the first time enable 
us to send anexpeditionary force of 150,000 
men out of the country on the very 
shortest notice, and he will learn that in 
spite of the small reduction in the Navy 
the Navy itself is now distributed and 
built in a manner which makes it stronger 
than it ever was before. Then he will 
say, “On what principle do you come 
with these reductions in your hand! 
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Your claim to the British people is that | 
' with the right hon. Gentleman the Secre- 


while you effect economy you are in- 
creasing your military and naval strength, 
and you come to us and you ask us 
foreign nations not to 
expenditure but to diminish our forces; 
so that at the very moment that you 
are increasing and boasting of increasing 
your own strength you are asking us 
to reduce ours.’ The right hon. Gentle- 
man interrupted me just now as if I had 
made an unpatriotic suggestion and 
as if I had pointed out an ingenious 
argument which foreigners would be 
too stupid to discover for themselves. 
It is a fundamental error of some poli- 
ticians to think that the mere expression 
—the mere covering of any policy with a 
phrase expressing good intention is 
quite sufficient; that you need never 
look below the surface for the reality 
of the thing; and you should never be 
explicit but should allow the reality to fioat 
about in this charming manner in this 
agreeable atmosphere of benevolent plati- 
tudes. Benevolent platitudes have no 
effect on foreign diplomatists, and if 
we can do no more than to put up 
benevolent platitudes before them, then 
the great object of the right hon. Gentle- 
man, with which we all sympathise, is 
not an object which he is likely to 
accomplish. It is quite impossible— 
that is the truth of the matter—it is 
quite impossible to ride the two horses 
at the same time. It is quite impossible 
successfully to explain to your own 
country that you are increasing the 
strength both of your Army and of your 
Navy, and to persuade other people that 
you are making great sacrifices in the 
interest of international disarmament. 
The two arguments really cannot cling 
together, at least not with success, and 
I venture to suggest ‘that the right hon. 
Gentleman does not do a service to the 
cause of international peace when he 
uses arguments which can be at once 
exposed and will be at once exposed, if 
indeed they can even for a moment 
persuade or mould the opinion or move 
the intellect of anybody who listens to 
them. There is one observation I want 


to make at this stage on a narrower part 
of the question, which will naturally 
come up for discussion on occasions 
like the present, which has relation 
to the distribution of the British bleet 
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and some allied questions. I agree 
tary to the Admiralty that this House 
should be very cautious in making 
any comment on the war distribution 
of the Fleet, the responsibility for which 
must rest primarily with the Admiralty 
and the Defence Committee, and ultim- 
ately with the Cabinet. I ama believer in 
that policy of concentration which began 
in 1904, which was continued in 1905, and 
which the present Government have found 
necessary, and very rightly necessary, 
to carry still further. I am a believer 
in that policy of concentration from the 
point of view of war, from the point of 
naval efficiency in case of war. I do not 
believe there is any real case to be made 
against it. I do not blame the Govern- 
ment at all, but I think it is a fact that 
one of the consequences of this has been 
that it is not so easy now as it used to be 
in olden times to show our flag where, 
for diplomatic reasons, it is in the highest 
degree desirable that our flag should be 
shown. Formerly there were an immense 
number of vessels scattered all over the 
great ocean highways. Those we have 
deliberately reduced because they could 
neither fight well nor fly well. They have 
been, colloquially speaking, scrapped, 
and they have been rightly scrapped ; 
but the purely military problem of 
naval stratagem, and the argument 
based on naval strategy, point to one 
direction and one direction alone. We 
cannot forget that while, thank Heaven, 
we are rarely at war, there are duties to 
be done in time of peace, and the pro- 
blem must be faced as to how these duties 
are to be carried out if the process of 
concentration is carried to its character- 
istic and logical conclusion. Shortly 
before I left office I remember receiving 
a private deputation, I do not think there 
was any report in the newspapers, of 


' gentlemen interested in the West Indies, 


who expressed strongly the belief that 
their interests were somewhat imperilled 
by the concentration both of the Fleet 
and of the Army. They were more 
exercised at the moment with the re- 
moval of a regiment from the West Indies 
than in the concentration of the ships, 
but the problem is fundamentally the 
same in both cases, and the reasons for 
concentration are exactly the same really 
in the case of the Army as they are in the 
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case of the Navy. I talked the matter 
over with them, and what I said I have 
no doubt has been reported to the De- 
partment concerned. What I suggested 
to them was that a possible method of 
dealing with this was for the Govern- 
ment of the day frankly to admit that a 
new situation had arisen, a situation 
entirely different from that which existed 
when the ship that was best qualified 
to carry large bodies of marines and to do 
police work was also a very good fighting 
vessel, and not a very expensive vessel. 
Now, the changes in naval architecture 
have had this result, that if you are going 
to have a large ship, which is also to be a 
first-class fighting ship, its production 
would be expensive, and much of the 
expense would be wasted if she has to do 
police duty. If, on the other hand, you 
are going to have a small fighting ship, 
and you are going to do police duty 
with her, a torpedo vessel, or a small 
third-class cruiser, then you will find 
that she is unfitted for that sort of duty ; 
that she does not hold enough men ; that 
she is not sufficiently comfortable ; and 
that she has not all the conveniences and 
mechanical arrangements fitted for this 
police work; and I believe that the 
Government wi'l have to face the 
problem of differentiating between the 
fighting and the non-fighting part of the 
Navy. The Admiralty have, rightly, the 
strongest objection to that ship which 
professes to be a fighting ship, but which 
rannot fight efficiently—a ship which can 


be picked up by anv effective foreign | 


cruiser or battle ship of the most modern 
type. I think this argument is un- 
answerable, but the only way out of it 
is either by building special ships which 
are not fighting ships but which can 


do police duty, can carry bodies of 
marines and bluejackets, can show 
the flag, and can be adequately 


arm d for ail the fighting, which can 
ever be required except when we are en- 
gaged in a really serious naval war. That 
point was not raised by the righ’ hon. 
Gentleman who opened the debate, but I 
thin: it must have been present to the 
mind of the Admiralty, because special 
events have brought it before the public 
eye. I do not criticise the Admiralty for 


anything which occurred in the West 
Indies; I do not think they are in the 
smallest degree responsible for the action 


Mr, A. J. Balfour. 
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of the Fleet on the occasion of the 
calamity there. I am not at all sure 
that even under the old system there 
would have been a ship present; and, 
therefore, I hope the House will under- 
stand me when I say that I have not the 
smallest desire to make any criticism, 
however faint, upon the policy which the 
Admiralty have pursued. But I think 
that the Government whom they serve 
will have to face the problem of this 
policing of waters as distinct from the 
problem of dealing with great naval 
operations. They will, I am sure, have to 
differentiate the ships which have to do 
police duty from ships which are to do 
fighting work. It must cost some money, 
I do not know how much, because it 
depends on the scale on which you do it, 
but that that is the only issue out of the 
present difficulty I am almost assured. 
As the Government have much greater 
advantages than I can possess, and if 
they have been devoting their minds to 
this particular problem, I hope before the 
debate ends they will tell us at what 
stage they have arrived in their delibera- 
tions. At this point of the debate, that is 
the only technical issue which I desire 
to raise. The House, or some hon. Mem- 
bers, seemed to think that I was unduly 
controversial, though I do not agree 
with them, in the earlier part of my 
speech; but however that may be, I 
think, at all events with regard to this 
small but not unimportant matter, I 
have endeavoured to raise it in a manner 
which will cause no embarrassment to 
the Government, and I certainly intend 
in no sense to reflect on the present 
Board of Admiralty. For the rest, I 
desire to reserve any further comments 
upon Admiralty policy until we have 
Vote A before us, and until we shall 
1xave had answers from the Government 
on the points raised ; by which time the 
forces will have deployed more than they 
have at present, and we shall see exactly 
where they stand in regard to the naval 
policy of the country. 


*Srr CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean) said he would like to 
bring the House to the realities of the situa- 
tion so fa’ as they concerned the standard 
which had been discussed from a some- 
what hypothetical point of view. No 
one doubted that, at the present moment, 
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we had a three to one superiority. 
It was difficult to ask even those who, 
like the Secretary to the Admiralty, 
thought that three to one might in 
certain circumstances be too little, 
or in oher circumstances two to 
one too great, to bind the hands of 
future Parliaments by an absolute de- 
claration on the subject of the two-Power 
standard. The two-Power standard had 
always been regarded according to the 
taste of the speakers who discussed it. 
It was no new controversy: it raged 
six or seven years ago over the meaning 
of the two-Power standard, and after- 
wards was pursued in another place. 
Delicate matters might lie behind, 
and they afforded good reason for 
not binding the hands of future Parlia- 
ments. Supposing the House were willing 
to consider the present three-Power stan- 
dard in regard to the United States, did 
they desire to bind the House until the 
United States had developed to twice 
its present wealth and strength? Al- 
though we were infinitely far from any 
dificulty with the United States as a 
rival naval Power, yet surely that was 
a matter which must enter into their 
consideration. It was a question on 
which Parliament could not bind its 
successors, and abstract declarations as to 
the two-Power standard seemed to him 
to be a little out of place. Alarm 
had been caused by a speech of the 
German Emperor, and by the activities 


of the German Navy League. But the 
actual facts about the German Fleet 


at the present time were encouraging 
to us in the highest degree, and he doubted 
whether any Member of the House was 
prepared to maintain that we had not 
a basis of more than three to one of 
strength against Germany, as matters 
at present stood. Then came the question 
of looking forward to a time of renewed 
activity by foreign Powers. None who 
had given attention to the policy of 
France, and the French naval debates, 
would doubt that the pause in French 
building was not caused by any question 
of designs, the quarrel about which was 
settled long ago. Their last doubt was 


in reference to turbines, and the difficulty 
of securing a supply from French manu- 
facturers, without buying abroad. The 
final decision on that point, however, was 
taken in December. 


Germany we should 
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watch; and there could be no doubt 
in the mind of anyone who watched the 
policy of our present Board of Admir- 
alty, that it was their intention, with the 
support of the Cabinet, to continu: to 
build two to one witha margin, as against 
Germany. As the matter stood at 
present, he thought the House would be 
content with that standard, and there 
was not the slightest chance in the 
world he believed of our falling behind 
it. The House had to deal with very 
important and substantial subsidiary 
questions properly arising on the Naval 
Estimates of the present year. Differ- 
ences of opinion had arisen, and grave 
doubts had been entertained, as to 
whether details of the policy of the 
Board of Admiralty ought, to some extent, 
to be considered by the House. The 
Opposition, of course, were participes 
criminis, if any crime there were, because 
their Leader had admitted very frankly 
that the late Government and the present 
Government had pursued the same naval 
policy, a policy which had been criticised 
by very distinguished men, the late Lord 
Goschen and others. It was the policy 
of the two Front Benches. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I think that is 
quite true, broadly speaking, but what 
my hon. friend commented upon was the 
new programme. 


*31r CHARLES DILKE said he did not 
propose to deal with the difficulties of 
technical questions, because he agreed 
that they could not sufficiently deal with 
them. But he was going to refer to some 
of the doubts which distinguished authori- 
ties, political and naval, had hinted at, and 
which had largely found expression in 
the debate that day. He thought that 
the late Board of Admiralty, Sir John 
Fisher and his colleagues, and the present 
Board of Admiralty, had themselves to 
blame for many of the embarrassments 
which had arisen, and he agreed, with 
the spokesmen on the Front Bench 
opposite, in this complaint, that in some 
matters there had been unusual secrecy. 
But in one most important case this had 
produced a good result—he referred to the 
case of the “‘ Dreadnought,” where it had 
been productive of good results. But 
the secrecy had in some matters been 
accompanied by a kind of boasting which 
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had defeated its own object, and which, 
by making the case too strong and in- 
capable of being justified by the facts, 
had increased the public alarm. For ex- 
ample, there had been mention of the 
great deeds which had been accomplished 
by the present Board of Admiralty, some 
of which were achieved before the late 
Government went out of office. Some of 
those boasts it was impossible to justify, 
and when those were mixed up with deeds 
that were sound, they damaged the whole. 
It was stated that we had gone far ahead 
of all foreign Powers in the construction 
of submarines, but it was the fact that 
the French were engaged upon the con- 
struction of submarines fifteen years 
before we began to build them, and of 
course a start of fifteen years could 
not be so easily and quickly overtaken. 


Supply 


Secrecy and boasting had been a 
mistake, but the real question for 
the House of Commons was whether 


the policy was sound, and in essentials 
it seemed to him that it was sound. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty had said 
that there had been one battleship lost 
and one fewer constructed than were con- 
templated in the Cawdor Memorandum. 
He thought, however, they must gather 
from the speech of the Leader of the 
Opposition that he felt that, under present 
circumstances, he would have made the 
same change himself as had been made 
in the present programme. The practical 
question was whether it was wise or not 
to say to other Powers, “If you will 
meet us, we will build one fewer of these 
big ships.” He thought it was a fair 
and reasonable offer, and one which might 
conceivably lead to a movement in other 
countries for the reduction of the con- 
struction of these gigantic and costly 
ships ; but, in the meantime, it was a fact 
that we had got a tremendous start in 
the construction of these monsters. 
What was the answer to the criticism 
of the late Civil Lord to the Admiralty 
that we were going to put this most 
efficient ship of all the ships in the world 
in the wrong fleet ? It was proposed to 
put this powerful ship into the Home 
fleet instead of the Channel fleet, and 
his hon. friend the Member for King’s 
Lynn had suggested that the reason 
was the difficulty of manceuvring with 
other ships. There was, of course, 
obviously another reason, and that 


was one which had affected the ship- 
Sir Charles Diike. 
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building policy of all the other Powers, 
It was one on which the gravest doubts 
had been expressed—it concerned the 
armament. It was the act of the present 
Sea Lords, already advising the late 
Government, that decided the late Govern- 
ment to adopt the “ all big” policy, which 
was based entirely on the idea that they 
could not fire 9°2 in. guns and 12 in. guns 
effectively from the same ship at the 
same time. If they carried 12 in. guns 
they could not carry any other large 
guns. If so, however, all our other first- 
class battleships, carrying as they did 
the two kinds, were put down into 
another class. It was those facts which, he 
thought, had prevented all possibility of 
treating the “ Dreadnought ” as anything 
but an experimental ship. And that was 
why she could not take her place with 
other ships. We must wait until she 
had colleagues of her own. She was a 
great, probably a stupendously successful, 
experiment, which all the other Powers 
had decided to imitate. Germany, France, 
and Japan had decided to imitate our 
experiment, which was admitted to he 
successful by all the other-Powers who 
had so often led us in these matters, 
but who were now flattering th's country 
by following our policy of “ Dread- 
noughts,” concentration and scrapping. 
The doubt which was expressed by Lord 
Goschen, Admiral Custance, Admiral 
Mahan, and other distinguished men, 
was whether the gap between the greater 
and the smaller armament was not too 
great, and for a long time that was a fact 
which weighed heavily with students of 
Tsushime. The Japanese ought to know 
their own battle best. It had been said 
that they were going to put into their 
“Dreadnoughts” a larger intermediate 
armament, consisting of 6-in. and 47 
guns. Now, however, there had been a 
change. He supposed they might take 
it that that was so unless it was con- 
tradicted. The Japanese had decided 
to drop the 6-inch armament in their 
new “ Dreadnoughts,” retaining 4-7, and 
he understood that the British Admiralty 
had come to the same conclusion in regard 
to the smaller armament. The “ Dread- 
nought” was an experimental ship, but 
she had been so successful that she would 
be imitated by all the Powers throughout 
the world. When they were considering 
the question of how many of these great 
ships we ought to build, and whether we 
could prevail on other Powers to build 
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fewer, they ought always to have regard 
to the doctrine that it was easier to reduce 
the Navy, which was all important to us, 
than it was to reduce the Army, which 
was less important. What were the 
facts? In 1904-5, the Empire spent 
£42,000,000 on its Fleet and £58,000,000 
on its land forces. In 1905-6 the ex- 
penditure was £40,000,000 on the Fleet 
and £60,000,000 on the land forces ; in 
1906-7 the figures were £36,000,009 and 
£60,000,000, and in the present year 
they were £33,500,000 and £55,500,000 
respectively. They had cut down during 
the last four years the expenditure on 
the land forces by £2,500,000, whilst 
during the same period the expenditure 
on the Fleet had fallen from £42,000,000 
to £33,500,000. He was not complaining 
of the reductions. He did not think 
they had gone too far. But although at 
the present moment, by the admission of 
the Leader of the Opposition, and in the 


opinion of everybody in the House, the | 


reductions had been safely made, they 
must always remember the fact that the 
greater ease with which they could reduce 
the Fleet did constitute a danger. One 
question was whether, in the future, they 


would be able to avoid that portion of the | 


margin above the two-Power standard 
which consisted in our enormous strength 
of cruisers. Would they be able to avoid 
the pressure of those who were filled 
with the ideas that were universally 
recognised two years ago, but which 
were ancient history now, of — build- 


ing cruisers for the protection of com- | 


merce against commerce destroyers ? 
That was a question which the House 
would have to consider with great care, 


because there would be pressure from the | 
constituences, from Chambers of Com- | 
merce, from all who had been trained in | 


views which were impressed upon them 
by every Board of Admiralty up to a 
year or two ago. The fact was that the 
conditions of naval warfare had changed 
during the last two years—he believed 
during the last year—so tremendously to 
our advantage through the universal 
recognition upon the continent of Europe 
that the policy of commerce destruction 
was impossible to carry out in war, that 
we should be able safely to reduce that 
margin and to spend our money on battle- 
ships. That was, he knew, a startling 
doctrine ; but the proof, to his mind, was 
overwhelming. The great strategic 
authorities who, from the point of view 
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of war with us and of the destruction of 
our commerce, had been following this 
matter closely all over the world, had 
shown what the life of a corsair, of a com- 
merce-destroying cruiser, would be under 
modern naval conditions. The universal 
belief among the highest strategic author- 
ities abroad who formerly believed in the 
destruction of our commerce by cruisers 
in time of war was now that it was im- 
possible, because it could not be done 
without sinking, and by sinking they 
incurred the hostility of the great 
neutrals. They did not think it was 
likely that this country would ever be 
at war with a continental Power and 
the United States at the same time. 
| They assumed that were we at war with 
the continental Powers the United 
| States would be a neutral friend to us. 
There was, of course, such a thing as 
causing panic—a naval policy of a 
| continental Power which was not a war 
policy, though designed to make us 
‘helieve that it was. Did anybody 
believe that if the Germans intended to 
attack us, as some people said, they 
‘would talk about their dispositions as 
they did? When a Power intended to 
make war it dispersed and scattered its 
Fleet, and then suddenly concentrated 
and attacked ; the ships did not remain 
concentrated all the time. The danger 
'of commerce destruction was now 
passing away from us, and we could 
afford to hold our hand until we saw 
what foreign Powers did. The hon. 
Member for King’s Lynn had said that the 
| Germans were going to build annually two 
new fast cruisers which might prey on our 
trade. He did not think they could, but 
we should have to build new cruisers as 
though they could. No doubt if 
Germany carried out the policy indicated 
| by the hon. Member we should have to 
‘build new cruisers. He would be de- 
lighted to see the Germans throwing 
away their money in that direction 
instead of strengthening their battle- 
ships. The Russian cruisers which six 
times got outside Vladivostok finally 
succeeded for two days in placing them- 
selves on a trade route. They captured 
there some small Japanese fishing craft, 
but they got into trouble with this 
country, with Germany, and with the 
United States. Therefore, in_ this 
matter, while we must keep our battle- 
ship standard and our cruiser standard, 
we need not look forward to having in 
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the future to build that overwhelming 
supremacy of ernisers which had been 
one of the heavy calls upon us in the 
past. There had been a great waste of 
money as the result of frequent changes 
of policy. 
suddenly dropped the desire to acquire 
coaling stations and naval bases. That 
was the prevailing policy at one time 
abroad. In connection with the French 
Corsair system there were to be great 
naval bases fortified as the homes of the 
Corsairs of the future. There were 
Fort de France in Martinique, Noumea in 
New Caledonia, Saigon in Further India, 
Diego Suarez in Madagascar, and Dakar 
in West Africa. The French Govern- 
ment had decided bit by bit not fully to 
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| 
| 


Foreign Governments had | 


garrison these places, not to spend money 


in further fortifying them, and not to have 
local squadrons there as had been at one 
time intended. Therefore while we must 
carefully watch our battleship strength, 
we could afford to hold our hands for a 
certain time in regard to cruisers, and 
not to give way at once to any clamour 
on that point. In order to get the best 
value for our money we ought not to 
look only at one side of the question. 
The policy of scrapping was supposed to 
have got rid of the pressure on the uock- 
yards and the immediate necessity for 
Rosyth. That was very doubtful, and 


the House might have to make up its | 
| were thrown 


mind to face the creation of a dockyard 
somewhere in a safer position than the 
British Channel. One of the proposals 
which we were to make at The Hague 
Conference, he understood, was that 
furope should consent to forbid the use 
of floating mines. He believed it was 
one of the advisers of the Board of 
Admiralty who invented floating mines, 
but the French developed them most 
rapidly. The French did not keep their 
secrets so well as Germany or Japan or 
ourselves at the present moment. Of 
course, they might hope for the abolition 
of floating mines as one of the results of 
the Hague Conference. We secured 
the temporary disuse of the drop- 
ping of shells out of aerial machines. 
He imagined, however, we should go on 
making floating mines, and _ possibly 
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high explosives, and it was renewed 
by the Brussels Convention in 1874. It 
was notoriously violated during the late 
war. There were fortifications at Port 
Arthur built out of the wreckage of what 
had been human bodies half burned and 
half blown to pieces by the use of hand 
grenades. The French writer Col. de 
Grandprey stated that the Russians were 
the first to break their own agreement. 
If the Japanese did not initiate the 
use of the grenades, they certainly 
imitated very fast. Both sides used 
those forbidden explosives when the 
struggle became a matter of life and death. 
The use of floating mines might be a 
matter of life and death to a great Power. 
Could any one who knew the double- 
running tide in the Solent doubt that 
there might come a time when it would 
pay someone to float mines there, and 


| that Portsmouth and Southampton might 


easily become unusable ? 


Expenditure 


| sooner or later would have to be made in 


some less dangerous quarter of the 
country. They could not treat the money 
saved in connection with Rosyth as 
having been saved for alltime. As these 


| costly demands for a new duckyard were 
certain to be made in the future, they 
| ought to be careful not to waste money. 
|In places like St. Lucia we suddenly 


changed the whole of our declared policy, 
and hundreds of thousands of pounds 
into the sea. He had 
placed a notice on the Paper dealing with 
this point of naval bases, and he would 


| like the House to consider it, not because 


of the horrible waste of money in the past, 
but as a matter of the policy to be pursued. 
The Admiralty policy, he confessed, did 
not appear to him to justify itself as 
regarded naval bases by anything they 
had heard up to the present time. 
One of the terrors of the seaman was 
that he would be blown up or shot by his 
own side. Attacks were made at night, and 
it was possible that officers in command 
of forts and batteries might not be able to 


| . r 
read our secret signals. They knew from 


the North Sea incident a few years ago 
what might occur. How were they going 
to distinguish friend from foe in certain 
circumstances, and how were they going 


ractising their use in case any one | to prevent mistakes? Judging from the 
| sins 


should break the regulation, for such | 
arrangements did get broken. 
was an arrangement under the Protocol 


speeches which the late Prime Minister 


There | had made in the House, he imagined that 


it was pretty well admitted that in the 


of St. Petersburg of 1868 forbidding the | event of one class of war night attacks 
use of small hand grenades filled with | 
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must be looked for in Bantry Bay, and 
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another class of war in the Tyne and the 
Forth. 


Last year and this year the Admiralty 
and the War Office made an announce- 
ment on this subject. The Army Mem- 
orandum this year stated that— 
“Recruiting for Militia submarine miners 


had been stopped in view of the transfer of 
their duties to the Navy.” 


Last year a still stronger statement was 
made by the War Office. It was in 
these words— 

“Submarine mining as announced last year 
by my predecessor, and the responsibility for 
the submarine defence of all ports at home and 
abroad, has been transferred to the Admiralty, 
and the mines have already been handed over 
to the Navy.” 


Where were the mines? They were 
sold for £50,000, the price of old iron, 
and they cost £1,000,000. That was 
another illustration of the dreadful cost 
of the change which had been made in 
the scheme of defence from the Army to 
the Navy. Up to three years ago they 
had been taught that the whole system 
of defence must be a combined firing 
by land batteries playing upon a patch 
of water illuminated by the electric 
light over the mine field beneath. 
That was the system adopted in regard 
to Berehaven, and there was no secret 
in regard to it. Well, that system was 
the one system laid down, approved of, 
and insisted upon by the Admiralty 
up to three years ago, when it was 
suddenly abandoned. The change was to 
save £100,000 a year, and the whole 
Royal Engineer and Volunteer submarine 
min‘ng units were abolished and their 
duties handed over to the Navy who aban- 
doned them. The French authorities 
said that we were wrong, and Cherbourg 
was at the present time defended by sub- 
marine mine fields. - The Government of 
India said thesame inregard to the defence 
of the Hooghly. The ports of the Com- 
monwealth of Australia were still to be 
defended by submarine electric mines. 
The Admiralty had taken a course which 
possibly might be right or wrong, but 
it had involved an enormous waste of 
money. What he wanted to know was, 
when we were giving up that system of 
defence, what was to take its place ? 
The right hon. Member for Croydon had 
told the House that the Admiralty 
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tric mines operated by local forces 
by a fleet of submarine boats, but the 
difficulty was that there must be a special 
type of submarine boats. For those 
boats they must have the pick of officers 
and men—men of the highest daring— 
but were these going to be content to 
sail for ever up and down the waters 
opposite to our naval ports? Of course 
not. They would desire to go in for 
offensive work. Let the Admiralty have 
their own way, by all means, if they were 
convinced in their own wisdom that 
their own ports, such as the estuary below 
the Forth Bridge, St. Margaret’s Hope, 
and Rosyth, were safe even if there 
were no mines there. But what of the 
great commercial ports like those of the 
Mersey, Severn, Clyde, and Tyne Sub- 
marine Mining Divisions, which would 
be open to attack? It was not a 
question of the German fleet coming 
up to bombard the port. It was a 
question of small craft crawling up 
during the night and setting fire to 
works in the open ports. Newcastle 
had been perfectly defended by means 
of an admirable system of submarine 
mines which had no equal in the world. 
So good was it that the Volunteer 
submarine miners of the Tyne Division 
were employed to do the laying of 
electric mines at Portsmouth and other 
naval ports. Surely the merchants and 
manufacturers of Newcastle, whose work- 
shops would be needed in time of war, 
ought to have some voice in the matter. 
They had seen their electric mine fields, 
which were quite different from floating 
mines, taken away from the river channel, 
and Newcastle was now without that 
defence. Should they not, in their own 
interest, be allowed to have their own 
defence in the event of war as they 
considered it best? This was not a 
matter of first-class importance, but it was 
an example to the country of the horrible 
cost of the changes of the military and 
naval policy of the country. That was 
a question which demanded inquiry. 


Mr. MURRAY MACDONALD (Falkiric 
Burghs) said that the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Secretary to the Admiralty had 
stated that he believed the present Navy 
adequately met the two-Power standard 
while the late Secretary to the Admiralty 
maintained that the tendency of the 
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present Estimates was to fall away from 
that standard, and in that he was sup- 
ported by the Leader of the Opposition. 
He had listened with a little astonishment 
to the contention that we should main- 
tain the two-Power standard without 
any reference to the conditions of the 
international situation. Up to the time 
when the two-Power standard began to 
find acceptance we had been content 
with a naval strength that exceeded 
that of France by 50 per cent. What 
made the change to the two-Power 
standard necessary ? He thought that 
no one disputed the fact that we adopted 
that standard because of the alliance 
between France and Russia which 
was supposed, and perhaps rightly sup- 
posed, to be hostile to the interests of 
this country. It was held to be possible 
and even probable that we might be 
engaged in a war with the combined 
forces of these two Powers, and he 
did not dispute that we were justi- 
fied in preparing to meet that 
combination. But that condition of 
things no longer existed. Russia 
had lost her fieet and, absorbed by her 
internal troubles, had ceased for the 
moment to be a factor in the interna- 
tional situation. Nor was that all. By 
the Anglo-French agreement of 1904 all 
outstanding differences between the two 
countries had been amicably settled. 
What justification then was there in the 
altered circumstances of our time for the 
continued maintenance of the two-Power 
standard? Even, however, on the as- 
sumption that the two-Power standard 
was still necessary, he contended that 
our power at this moment was enor- 
mously in excess of that standard. He 
thought that he could prove this 
by every test usually adopted in 
measuring the relative strength of fleets. 
He took, first, the test of expenditure. 
From a Return presented to this House 
last week, it appeared that the expendi- 
ture of the United Kingdom in 1905-6 
was £33,252,500; that of France, 
£12,747,963, and that of Germany 
£11,424,850, making for the two Powers 
£24,172,813. That meant that we ex- 
pended some £9,000,000 in excess of the 
two Powers. 


Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) said 
that if the hon. Member would turn to the 
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that a very large reduction had to be 
made as to the expenditure. 


*Mr. MURRAY MACDONALD said he 
quite agreed that a reduction had to be 
made. but against it allowance had to be 
made for the fact that we got greater 
value for our expenditure than the 
French or Germans. It seemed to him 
therefore that in respect of expenditure 
we were not very far from a three-Power 
standard. He took, next, the test of 
manning. Last year we had 129,000 
men; France, according to a memoran- 
dum recently circulated by Lord Brassey 
from which he took his figures, had 
52,000, and Germany 42,000. That gave 
us an excess in men of 35,000 over the 
two-Power standard. The third test 
was the comparative number of first- 
class battleships. Experts estimated 
the life of a battleship at fifteen years. 
He therefore started from the year 1892, 
and he found that excluding the “ Mon- 
tagu,” which was wrecked, and the 
“Dreadnought” which was not commis- 
sioned when the last Dilke Return was 
presented we had since that year built 
forty-three first-class battleships. France 
had built ten and Germany fifteen, 
making a total for the two Powers of 
twenty-five ships. We therefore  ex- 
ceeded the numbers of the two Powers by 
eighteen, the excess being by itself 
greater than the whole power of the 
German Navy in this class of ship. He 
might add that during the same period 
the United States had built fourteen 
first-class battleships, and adding that 
to the numbers of France and Ger- 
many we had a_ superiority of four 
ships over the three Powers combined. 
But there was another test which in- 
dicated in an even more striking way 
the relative superiority of our strength. 
Since the Russo-Japanese war he believed 
that experts had agreed that displace- 
ment was a legitimate measure of fight- 
ing efficiency when applied to ships of 
even date. Accepting that view, he 
found from the Dilke Return that since 
1892 we had built thirty-two first-class 


' battleships of 14,000 tons and over, while 


France had built none, Germany none, 
and the United States had built only 
two. Measured by this test therefore 
our strength was out of all proportion to 
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our requirements and in excess of a) again what justification there was for 
two, or even a three-Power standard.|the maintenance of a naval force 
But he would go a step further. | involving such an enormous expendi- 
He had already said that we had|ture of the resources of the nation 
built forty-three first-class battleships /as the present Estimates proposed. If 
since 1892. Their aggregate tonnage was | we were maintaining this standard to 
615,250 tons; the aggregat2 tonnage of | meet risks which did not now exist but 
the ten French ships was 116,717 tons, | which might conceivably arise at some in- 
and of the fifteen German ships 174,959 definite future time, he held that we were 
tons, making a total for the two Powers of scandalously wasting the resources of the 
291,676 tons. Our strength exceeded nation. If on the other hand we were 
that of the two Navies combined by maintaining it to meet real risks—risks 
319,574 tons. Nor was that all. The that were foreseen and could be measured 
fourteen battleships of the United States —let them know what those risks were. 
had an aggregate tonnage of 166,933, Against such risks they would all be 
and if they added this to the aggregate ready and eager to bear any burden, 
tonnage of France and Germany they however heavy it might be. He had now 
got a total tonnage for the three Powers laid his case in support of a reduction of 
of 458,609 tons. Our strength thus ex- the present Naval Estimates before the 
ceeded the strength of the three Powers by ,House. He had been at some pains 
152,641 tons, an excess not far short of in the comparison he had just given 
the whole strength of the German Navy to the House to show how vastly 
in first-class battleships. He turned next greater our strength was as compared 
to consider our strength in cruisers, upon, with the strength of Germany. He 
which we had to rely in case of war for, had done that because he knew that 
the attack and defence of commerce. We | many among them feared that Germany 
withdrew in 1904 all armoured cruisers was strengthening herself for a war with 
built before 1899, and since that year we us. He wished to express his own opinion 
had launched and equipped twenty-eight | that such a fear was absolutely groundless. 
vessels of this class, and dating from the | France was also strengthening her navy, 
same year France had launched and, but that did not excite any alarm in 
equipped thirteen, Germany five, and us. She was strengthening herself not 
the United States five. We therefore in | against us but against Germany. Ger- 
this class of ship exceeded the three- | many on the other hand, so long as she 
Power standard by five. In tonnage we , adhered to the policy she pursued when 
exceedel the three Powers by 82,947 she imposed upon France the terms of 
tons, which was not far shor of double peace which brought the war of 1870 to 
the whole strength of the German)a conclusion, burdened herself with the 
Navy in this class of ship. There again necessity of being prepared at any 
our strength was equal not to a two, or moment for a renewal of that war. And 
a three or a four-Power but a five-Power so long as Germany laboured under that 
standard. Of protected cruisers of the disability he put it to any man of common 
first class we had twenty-one, France sense whether the statesmen of that 
had seven, Germany none, and the country could be guilty of any greater 
United States three. - And if we measured folly than the pursuance of a_ policy 
our strength in this class by tonnage it that could lead to a conflict with this 
was not far short of a nine-Power stan- | country. It was not to our interest that 
dard. In second-class protected cruisers ' such a conflict should be brought about. 
we were both in numbers and tonnage | It could not be to the interest of Ger- 
considerably in excess of a three-Power many. But he would go a step further. 
standard. He regretted to weary the | Even if the fears to which he had alluded 
House with so many figures, but he| were well grounded, he would still 
thought they had enabled him to prove! maintain that it would be wise on our 
that even on the assumption that the | part to retrench expenditure. There 
state of our relations with foreign Powers | were two methods of preparing a people 
justified us in maintaining a two-Power | to bear the trials and burdens of war 
standard, our naval strength was far in | if war should come. The one, which 
excess of our requirements. He asked ! was generally adop'ed on the Continent, 
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was to subordinate every interest of 
the community to the interest of main- 
taining establishments so equipped as to 
be able to come into action at their 
full « strength at any moment. To 
secure that great object tax was 
added to tax and debt to debt till 
even in a time of profound peace the 
people became subjected to some of the 
worst evils of war. There had been in 
the last century repeated instances in 
which the impove ishment of the sub- 
jects under these exactions had proved to 
have been a far more serious menace to the 
stability of the State than any to which 
it had ever been exposed from the attack 
of foreign foes. That was one method 
of preparing a people to bear the burden 
of war. It was a method pursued to this 
day by continental Powers and a method 
which we ourselves had been pursuing 
during the last few years. The second 
method was to reduce armaments in 
time of peace and to use their energies 
and resources in promoting the wel- 
fare of the great body of the people, in 
increasing their loyalty to the State, 
their confidence in it, and their affection 
for it. One thing was certain, we could 
not at the same time do this and follow 
the example of the continental Powers in 
their expenditure on armaments. Of the 
two great assets upon which we should 
have to rely in case of war surely a 
strong spirited people eager to support 
its Government in case of emergency 
was better than a great Navy maintained 
at the'cost of the real welfare of the people. 
Supposing Germany reduced her arma- 
ments for the purpose of strengthening the 
life of her people, would her position among 
the nations of the world be -lowered ? 
Would any other nation be more likely to 
undertake an aggressive attack upon 
her? Suppose we reduced our expen- 
diture on armaments for the express 
purpose of improving the education of 
our people, of mending the weak places 
in our social structure, of strengthen- 
ing our energies and our staying power, 
should we then lose caste among 
the great nations of the world? No. 
And he based his opinion not on his 
own authority but on the authority of 
not the least patriotic, not the least 
far-seeing or the least manly of our states- 
men of the last century. It was the 
opinion of Sir Robert Peel, of Lord John 
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Russell, of Mr. Disraeli, and of Mr. Glad- 
stone. It was an opinion they repeatedly 
expressed when opposing demands for an 
increase of armaments of the same 
character as those of which so much had 
been heard in recent years. It was an 
opinion which they prevailed upon this 
House to accept against the opinions of 
experts and panicmongers of their day. 
He could only express his regret that the 
Government had not thought it well to 
pursue the policy which was the tradi- 
tional policy of this country up to the last 
fifteen years. He felt this regret 
so strongly that if no one else would 
do it he would move a_ reduction 
on Vote A and Vote 8 of the Esti- 
mates. He had a duty to _ perform 
to his constituents, who returned him 
to secure a real reduction in expendi- 
ture; and if necessary he would divide 
the House upon the question. 


*Mr. BRACE (Glamorganshire, 8.) said 
that Labour Members were just as 
anxious as any other hon. Members of the 
House to retain a Navy of that char- 
acter which would be a sure defence of 
our shores and commerce. He regretted 
that the reduction had been so small, 
however, because he was persuaded a 
greater reduction could be safely made 
and that it would be more in conson- 
ance with the best interests of the nation. 
Could they not have a clear definition of 
what was a two-Power standard, of 
what number of vessels of each particular 
class constituted a two-Power standard, 
so that everybody could understand it ? 
If it was once understood where the two- 
Power standard commenced and where 
it finished, we could build up our Navy 
or reduce it as other countries extended 
or reduced their fleets. It had been 
clearly demonstrated by one hon. Mem- 
ber, by figures, that our Navy was not 
only of a two-Power, but in some cases 
of a four-Power standard, and speaking 
for the workers of this country he thought 
the time had come when a substantial 
reduction should be made. He _ pro- 
tested against any Members suggesting 
that they were greater friends of the Navy 
than the Labour Members. Everyone 
in the House was a friend of the Navy. 
It was because he was a friend’of the 
Navy that he ventured to say that it had 
now reached such a point that jit was 
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possible to have the reduction which 
many in the country desired. He 


noticed from the figures on page 8 of 
the Estimates that, as compared with 
1904, we had a fighting force over and 
above that of 1904 which would 
practically be equal to an _ increase 
of half-a-dozen of a particular class of 
new battle ships, cruisers or destroyers, 
owing to the larger proportion of ships 
available. That ought to have some 
weight with the Government. He rose 
particularly to express his regret at 
the comparative smallness of the 
reduction in the Estimates, _ be- 
cause he saw no hope of passing those 
measures of social reform which the 
House had unanimously decided on 


but could not undertake owing to 
the shortness of money. Only last 
session the House agreed on_ the 


desirability of an old-age pension 
scheme, and the right hon. Gentleman 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
to declare that because of want of funds, 
not of want of sympathy, he was 
unable to promise to bring in a Bill. 
Therefore it seemed to him that unless 
they were prepared to put on increased 
taxation or to reduce the expenditure 
of the two great spending departments 
of the State it was hopeless to expect 
any great measure of social reform. He 
was prepared to face the logical position, 
and it was because he believed that, 
taking everything into consideration for 
the national welfare, they could safely 


agree to a larger and more sub- 
stantial reduction than £500,000, or 


£1,500,000, or £2,000,000, that he respect- 
fully protested against a greater decrease 
not having been provided for. Of what 
value was the Japanese alliance to us 
unless it was going to assist us in re- 
ducing the cost ef our own fighting 
machine? We had accepted serious 
obligations and responsibilities under that 
alliance, yet we were to have no benefit 
in the form of reduced expenditure. He 
contented himself with entering his 
protest. He would not commit himself 
until he had heard the complete dis- 
cussion, aS to whether he would 
vote for the Motion which the hon. 
Member for Lynn Regis had on the 
Paper. It seemd to him that unless 


they brought some kind of pressure 
to bear on the House and the Government 
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there would not be full appreciation of the 
fact that there was a taxpayers’ side of 
the question as well as the side which had 
been spoken of by the hon. Members above 
the Gangway. He accepted the two- 
Power standard, he accepted the de ‘inition 
of it as given by the Prime Miniter and 
the ex-Prime Minister, and it seemed to 
him that they ought to go into the Con- 
ference at The Hague with the distinct 
understanding that the two-Power stan- 
dard should be our basis so far as our 
Government was concerned, on condition 
that other nations did not infringe the 
margin of difference in our comparative 
positions, and that, with this condition 
agreed to, we should then be prepared 
to reduce our armaments. So long as 
that two-Power standard was accepted 
we should be able to arrange everything 
between the nations of the world, and to 
remove from the shoulders of the peoples 
of the respective countries the appalling 
burden of armaments which had made 
it imposible to obtain social reforms. It 
seemed to him that when other nations 
took into consideration the fact that we 
could build war vessels much more 
cheaply and much more quickly than they 
could, they would not enter into competi- 
tion with us, but would regard as fair and 
reasonable our proposal as to a two-Power 
standard. He ventured respectfully to 
express regret that there was not a much 
more substantial decrease in the Esti- 
mates, because, in his judgment, it could 
safely be done, and until it was done, they 
would not get those social reforms on to 
the Statute-book of which the labouring 
clases stood so much in need. 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON  ex- 
pressed the hope that they would be 
allowed to go into Committee formally, 
and promised that there should be 
other opportunities of discussion. 


*Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis), in sub- 
mitting a Motion to the effect that the 
House affirmed its adherence to the two- 
Power standard of naval strength, as 
defined by successive Cabinets to mean 
that the annual shipbuilding programme 
should be so framed as to give the British 
Navy a margin of superiority over the 
two strongest naval powers in armoured 
ships and cruisers, said this was a distinct 
Motion which he intended to move, and 
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therefore he could not agree to the right 
hon. Gentleman’s request to allow it to 
lapse. The right hon. Baronet the Mem- 
ber for the Forest of Dean had referred to 
certain views of his, but as he intended to 
confine his observations to the Motion, 
he would deal with the right hon. 
Baronet’s remarks when they got into 
Committee. The justification, of the 
Motion lay in the discussion they had 
heard. Some had supported and some had 
opposed the two-Power standard. He 
wanted to sift out what really was 
the opinion of the House, and what should 
be the future policy of the country. He 
did not think if they looked to the terms 
of the Motion that any apology for it was 
needed. The two-Power standard had 
existed now for some eighteen vears ; it 
was undoubtedly the Monroe doctrine of 
this country; it was the minimum 
standard, and we were not prepared in 
any way to go below it. We might go 
above it, and the Secretary to the Ad- 
miralty had pointed out that we might, 
in future, have to go beyond the three- 
Power standard; at any rate, the two- 
Power standard was the minimum. The 
latter part of the right hon. Baronet’s 
speech had shown the tremendous danger 
to which this country was exposed. He 
had drawn amoving picture of the destruc- 
tion of ships by mines, and there was the 
case of two battleships of the Japanese 
destroved in that way in a single day. 
Therein lay the necessity for a substan- 
tial margin of naval strength. There had 
been several references in the debate to 
the statement of the Prime Minister on 
July 27th as to the two-Power standard.+ 
He was asked with regard to it, whether 
he had communicated his views to the 
Board of Admiralty, and the answer was 
that they were quite aware of his views. 
The question of the two-Power standard 
was in a somewhat unsatisfactory state, 
and therefore it ought to be elucidated 
still further. Our thirty-two battleships 
were scattered in four different fleets ; 
the German fleet of sixteen battleships 
was concentrated in one mass, and the fleet 
of the United States in another mass of six- 
teen battleships ; and this combination of 
fully commissioned ships in his opinion 
was the stronger of the two. The Secre- 
tary to the Admiralty had rather misled 
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the House when he said the two-Power 
standard applied to France and Russia 
only and was never intended to be applied 
to other Powers. The declaration made 
from both Front Benches had undoubtedly 
been that the two-Power standard 
applied to the two strongest Powers in 
the world. In 1889, Lord George 
Hamilton, then First Lord of the Admir- 
alty, said— 

‘‘ The paramount idea underlying the utter- 
ances of those who ip previous years have held 
my position and that of Prime Minister... . 
has been that our establishment should be on 
such a scale that it should at least be equal 
to the naval strength of any two other 
countries. . . . No amount of foresight or 
calculation can anticipate naval combinations. 
and naval movements. For the purpose of 
meeting such unexpected blows we_ should 
have a considerable margin of reserve.” 


That view of Lord George Hamilton was 
practically embodied in the Resolution 
which he now submitted. But he had an 
equally strong declaration from the present 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, who said that 
the two-Power standard must be taken to 
apply to any two Powers which had the 
largest navies. That was an emphatic 
declaration which applied to the two 
strongest Powers. Lord Selborne and 
Lord Goschen had made declarations 
on exactly similar lines, and they had 
both occupied the important post of 
First Lord of the Admiralty. The 
standard which had existed for eighteen 
years was practically the sheet anchor 
of British diplomacy. The two-Power 
standard undoubtedly brought our nego- 
tiations to a triumphant conclusion at 
the time of the Fashoda crisis, and it 
undoubtedly saved this country from a 
great European combination during the 
South African War. If they were willing 
to maintain the two-Power standard, he 
was quite convinced that they would 
carry his Motion unanimously. The 
two-Power standard had won bloodless 
victories in diplomacy, but he was afraid 
that it, like generals who won bloodless 
victories, did not receive the laurels 
which were its due and that the ten- 
dency was to render it mere lip homage. 
The practical outcome of adherence to 
the ‘“ Blue Water School” was that we 
had de ermined to take up disarmament 
in the first instance. They were assisted 
in that process by the loss of the “ Mon- 
tagu,” and by the decision to put*out of 
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commission no fewer than thirteen battle- 
ships which would in future have main- 
tenance crews of only three officers and 
sixty-one men. None of those thirteen 
battleships would be ready when war 
broke out. Four months after the Prime 
Minister made his great declaration at the 
Albert Hall the German Government 


introduced their Navy Bill of 1906 for | 
Now they had an article | 


£50,000,000. 
by the Prime Minister modelled on the 
same lines, which appeared recently in 


The Nation, and he felt sure that that | 


article would be followed in the German 


Parliament by a fresh increase in German | 
naval expenditure which would be dis- | 


cussed in a few weeks time, and that would 
be the fourth great increase in the navy 
sanctioned by the German Parliament, 


since the first Navy Bill of 1898. Re- | 


cently a general election _ had taken 


place in Germany, and it had resulted | 


in the defeat of the Party friendly to 
this country’s _ policy. 
election had resulted in the triumph 


of the school of thought which passed | 


the German Navy Bill the preamble of 
which ran— 

“Germany must have a Fleet of such 
strength that a war even against the mightiest 
naval power would involve risks threatening 
the supremacy of that power.” 


Of course that referred to Great Britain. 
Comparing the naval policy of Great 
Britain and Germany in 1904-5 and sub- 
sequent vears, leaving out of account 
expenditure on naval works, he showed 
that in two years the Tory Government 
made a reduction of £5,020,000, while 
Germany made an increase of £2,297,000. 
The Government had now made a naval 
reduction of £1,427,000 while Prince 
Biilow was introducing a measure to in- 
crease the German Navy by £1,330,000. 
The British decrease had been £6,447,000, 
while the German increase had _ been 
£3,627,000. These were decreases in net 
estimates. But the Secretary to the 
Admiralty had shown that our decrease 


in gross estimates had been £8,000,000 | 
for the three years, and against that | 
had to be se- the German increase of | 


£3,627 ,000, apart from naval works in ex- 
pansion of dockyards. Herr Bebel, the 
German Socialist leader, fought against 
German naval expansion. He declared 


that England would always lay down two | 


ships for every one laid down by Ger- 
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|many. Our action proved him wrong 
| and he had been rejected by the German 
people. The mandate of the German 
| people was clearly to persist in the policy 
of naval expansion. What of our own 
mandate ? The hon. Member for North- 
ampton had told the Government 
| that he was sick of mandates. He had 
conferred on the mandate theory the 
appropriate order from Northampton, 
‘the order of the boot.” But it was 
the essence of their case that they should 
| see what had been done and how far ié 
| squared with Liberal opinion before tle 
| general election. He denied that they 
| had received a mandate to cut down the 
| Navy. The speeches of his political 
|leaders before the general election were 
| 
| 


directed to reductions of Army expendi 
‘ture and no: of the Navy. The Prime 
| Minister, in a speech made in November, 
1904, stated that his desire was to see a 
strong Navy, with command of the sea, 
and that he did not desire to see the 
| Navy reduced. He said— 

““ We all desire to see a strong Navy, having 
full command of the sea. It is necessary fo: 
our position, for the nature and character of 
our Empire, for our immense trade, always 
occupying distant lands of commerce, as well 
| as for the protection of our shores in this island. 

But one would think that so great an increas> 
of Navy Estimates would be accompanied by 
a corresponding diminution of Army Estimates, 
because if we had the command of the sea, 
and our shores are therefore all but absolutely 
safe, there seems to be surely room for a larg> 
reduction in Army expenditure.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer made 
an emphatic speecl 21st February 
é 2mphatic speech on Zist February, 
1902, in which he said— 

‘* There are two branches of National expendi- 

ture of the diminution of which I see no prospect, 
and for the diminution of which I have no 
desire. One is the money we spend on National 
education, and the other is the money we 
spend on our Fleet.” 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer then 
proceeded to give excellent reasons for 
increasing the expenditure on the Navy, 
and for regarding all nations as our 
possible enemies, and he added— 


“The two-Power standard represents the 
minimum of safety; it is far the best form of 
insurance. This country expends thirty odd 
millions in connection with the Navy, which is 
a large sum, I know. I look upon it simply as 
a premium we pay to insure the ultimate safety 

| not only of our commerce, but the safety of 
our shores and the very existence of our popula- 
| tion in the face of dangers which. we all hope 


| may be remote, but against which it is our 
| business to guard.” 





107 Supply 


at the Eighty Club in 1904, was equally 


emphatic, for in the course of his speech | 


he said— 

“*T want to see the British Navy still stronger 
than it is, a fighting instrument always ready 
to strike, for then it is almost certain it will not 
be called upon to strike.” 


The righ hon. Gentleman went down to 
Bighton on 8th December, 1906, and in 
a speech he delivered there said— 

“The expenditure on our Navy might be 
set against those foreign Powers who laid out 
their resources in taking two years of the best 
period of the lives of their young men for 
compulsory service.” 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
speaking at the‘Eighty Club, in 1905, found 
fault with the late Government for having 
reluced the naval expenditure when they 
ought to have begun with the Army 
Estimates. Since that time there had 
been a further large reduction in the Naval 
expenditure. In all his election speeches 
he had urged that economies should be 
effected on the Army and not on the 
Navy. The last general election was 
fought on the cheap loaf, and he indulged 
in the usual literature about the big and 
little loaf, but did any hon. Member 
lead his constituents to believe that by 
that cry he meant a cheap loaf in time 
of peace and a famine loaf in war ? 
What the electors wanted was a_ big 
loaf all the year round, both in peace and 
war. He adopted, at the last election, 
the motto of “ Peace, Retrenchment, and 
Reform,” but he failed to see how they 
could secure peace without a strong Navy, 
and the more the Government reduced the 
naval margin of supremacy the more 
would every alarmist force them to pro- 
vide home defences such as Cobden in- 
veighed against in vain, and to incur 
greater expenditure. Before 1900 this 
country built in excess of requirements, 
but since the South African War we had 
been under-building. Since the South 
African war we had built thirteen fewer 
battleships than America and Germany 
combined. The hon. Member for Falkirk 
Burghs who made a number of compari- 
sons, had carefully and skilfully avoided 
making any mention of the ships which 
were building. Obviously, in discussing a 
shipbuilding programme. it was necessary 
to consider what would!be the position 
three years hence and not merely the 


Mr. Bellairs, 
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/armoured on the water line. 
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We built sixteen more 
/ships than France and Germany in 
the fourteen years prior to the South 
African War. Since we wasted a large 
amount of money on that war we had 
laid down nine fewer ships than France 
and Germany. The ships we built then 


| were becoming obsolete in their style of 


armour, which was not carried along the 
water line at the bow anl stern. The 
French and German ships were all 
He did 
not think any naval officer would like, 


during an engagement, to be on a 
ship which was not so armoured. He 


| knew it was the usual course to describe 


those who advocated expenditure on 
armaments as Jingoes. [An Hon. Men- 
BER: “ Quite right.”] An hon. Member 
agreed. Those who boasted in the words 
of the Jingo song, “ We've got the ships,” 
were the hon. Members who wanted to 
cut down the Navy. He and his friends 
merely drew the attention of the country 
to the danger of the policy that was being 
adopted. He did not for a moment say 
that the present naval programme would 
involve the country in absolate danger, 
but it would involve the Liberal Party in 
a very much increased expenditure next 
vear. They were only postponing the 
expenditure. Would hon. Members, who 
said that money was wanted for social 
reforms, state plainly that the Navy 
would never get back the money, because 
it would all be given to old-age pensions 
and other schemes? Nobody hoped to 
save £25,000,000 on the Navy. He begged 


to move. 


Mr. COWAN (Surrey, Guildford), in 
seconding the Motion, said it was 
essential that the House should make 
the declaration it contained in order 
that the position of the House of Commons 
and of the Government might be clearly 
defined. The strength of the Navy was 
not a Party question. It was not a 
question for experts only. Experts, he 
feared, only bewildered plain people by 
drawing the most varying conclusions 
from the same set of facts. The decisions 
of experts must be followed as to details 
in regard to such matters as the sort of 
ships which ought to be built and the 
disposition of the Fleets. But the rela- 
tive strength of our;Navy to the navies 
of other Powers was a political and not 
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a technical question. Therefore he ven- 
tured to say something about it because 
it was one on which every Member of 
the House was, he thought, bound to 
have an opinion. It seemed obvious 


that there ought to be some standard | 
of naval strength. He came to the | 


House pledged to support the Govern- 
ment in maintaining our absolute naval 
supremacy. 
our Naval force at the present time was 
ample in every way. He accepted the 


almost unvarying testimony of experts | 
The position of the | 
Prime Minister had been misrepresented. 


on that point. 


It had been stated that the right hon. 
Gentleman repudiated the two-Power 
standard, and it was believed that, in 


going into The Hague Conference shortly, | 
the Government contemplated agreeing | 
to drastic reductions in our forces. It | 


did not depend on the action of other 
Powers, even if they were wise enough 


to accept the advice of our Prime Minister. | 
We would not go into the Conference, | 
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| We had formed friendships with the great 
| French nation before now, but those 
| friendships had evaporated and _ been 
succeeded by very regrettable relations. 
/Once more the relations of the two 
countries were all that could be 
desired, but who would say it was 
impossible that those relations should 
change ? And so with all naval 
Powers. We were bound to consider 
that every friend might become an 
enemy and every enemy a friend. There- 
fore, to make our preparations as if the 
friendly relations of to-day were always 
to continue was to gamble with the 
national safety. The Labour Party 
opposite, when they protested against 
| the money spent on national defence in 
order that large funds might be available 
for social reform, failed to realise that 
what was involved in this matter was 
nothing less than the question of the 
destruction of our commerce and the 
reduction of our working-class population 
to destitution. 


proclaiming, as an hon. Gentleman on | 


the other side of the House had suggested, 
that we intended to adhere to the two- 
Power standard. That was a 
for ourselves alone. We would go into 
the Conference with an enormous pre- 
ponderance of naval power, and we 
would claim that all reductions made 
by other Powers should be proportionate. 
The Leader of the Opposition had 
referred to the fact that while we were 
going to the other Powers and saying 
that we had reduced our naval and 
military expenditure so much, we at 
the same time had not reduced the | 
fighting power or efficiency of the forces. 
The right hon. Gentleman represented | 
that to be insincere. If we had reduced 


matter | 


Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out from the word ‘ That,’ to 
th» end of the Question, in order to add the 
words ‘this House aftirms its adherence 
to the two-Power standard of naval strength, 
as defined by successive Cabinets to mean that 
the annual shipbuilding programme should 
be framed so as to give the British Navy a 
margin of superiority over the two strongest 
naval Powers in the number of efficient armoured 
ships intended to be used as battleships. together 
with such a superiority in the number of efficient 
cruisers as will enable them adequately to 
perform their work as scouts, look-out vessels, 
and commerce defenders in a war with the two 
strongest naval Powers.’ ”—(.Wr. Bellairs.) 


Question proposed, ‘* That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 
Question.” . 


expenditure on armaments and increased | 


their efficiency, it was because that, 
under successive Governments, and especi- 
ally the late Government, we had been 
wasting money and not getting value 
for it. Were they to be told that other 
Powers would not believe us when we | 
said that we were prepared to make 
other reductions in the same proportion ? 
He believed that other nations 
not distrust us in that way. It was 
quite a mistake to say that, because 


would | 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
My hon. friend the Member for King’s 
Lynn rose to move this Amendment 
just after my right hon. friend in 
charge of the Estimates had appealed to 
the House to allow the Speaker to leave 
the Chair in order that the discussion 
might be continued in Committee. That 
| is the usual course on such an occasion, 
| and I feel that the appeal of my right hon. 
| friend was a most reasonable one. In 


to-day we were on terms of friendship | Committee there will be no restriction 
with particular Powers, we could leave | whatever on the opportunity for dis- 


them out of sight in our calculations. | cussion ; in fact there are more facilities 
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then for full discussion of these Estimates 
and on naval policy generally than with 
the Speaker in the chair. I do not see 
what my hon. friend has gained by re- 
sisting the appeal of my right hon. friend, 
an appeal which appeared to be generally 
approved in every quarter of the House. 
He has made a most interesting speech, 
being a man peculiarly well informed on 
all these subjects. He has quoted a 
number of speeches of members of the 
Government ; I do not know whether he 
honoured me in that way, but I do not 
invite him to do so. That could have 
been done in Committee. The only 
thing that could not have been done in 
Committee is to move an Amendment to 
the Motion that the Speaker leave the 
Chair on the Navy Estimates. Such 
an Amendment is a Motion of want 
of confidence in the Government. 
Even if the Government agreed with 
its terms, and they do entirely agree 
with its spirit, they would be 
obliged to resist it, because it is their 
duty to forward the business of the 
House. I do not think my hon. friend 
has apprehended what would be the effect 
of his Motion, and I appeal to him to be 
content with the speech he has made and 
to withdraw his Resolution. The hon. 
Gentleman has put his view before the 
House, and he can do so again more fully 
if he choose in Committee. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN (Wor- 
cestershire, E.): I regret very much 
that the Prime Minister should have 
treated this Motion in the manner he has 
done. I venture to dissent from the 
view that the Amendment must be re- 
garded as a vote of want of confidence in 
the Government. Surely it is possible 
for the Government, without prolonging 
debate, to place on record this considered 
opinion of the House, and then at once 
set up again the Motion that the Speaker 
leave the Chair. I cannot believe the 
debate will be shortened by rejecting a 
Motion of this kind when once it has been 
placed formally before the House and 
we are entitled to express an opinion 
upon it. It would be a grievous thing 
if a Motion of this kind became a subject 
of division in the House when in substance 
we are all agreed. I appeal to the right 
hon. Gentleman to accept the Amend- 
ment. 


Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman. 
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| 





712 


(Navy Estimates). 


*CapraIN HERVEY (Bury St. Ed- 
munds) said it was well known in the 
House that he was an upholder of the 
two-Power standard as understood by 
naval men, and as would be put forward 
by the Lords of the Admiralty had they 
the chance of expressing their opinion in 
the House. He was sorry that the 
Prime Minister had last session thrown 
any doubt on our position in this matter. 
The right hon. Gentleman had stated 
that he believed in the two-Power 
standard in spirit, but what naval men 
wanted was a two-Power standard in 
ships and men. The Prime Minister had 
given them a two-Power standard in 
neither ships nor men in any of his 
speeches. He had in the Estimates cut 
down the Shipbuilding Vote and, what was 


infinitely worse, had reduced the 
number of men by 1,000. The two- 
Power standard must be a_ two- 


Power standard of ships properly manned 
by efficientmen. He thought the Amenc- 
ment ought to be supported unless the 
Prime Minister would agree not only in 
spirit but in practice to the two-Power 
standard. 


Mr. BELLAIRS said that in answer 
to the appeal of the Prime Minister he 
would ask leave to withdraw the Amend- 
ment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Main Question again proposed. 


Mr. SAMUEL ROBERTS (Sheffield, 
Ecclesall) said he wou'd like to make 
a few remarks in regard to the two-Power 
standard. He thought that the debate 
had been most useful, because it had 
displayed the anxiety which had been 
caused by the statements of _ the 
Prime Minister last July and of the 
Secretary to the Admiralty that after- 
noon, in which they had seemed to wish 
to put a different construction on the 
two-Power standard from that generally 
held. They had heard some speeches that 
afternoon which would not; meet with 
much popularity in the country; and 
he could quote many speeches made by 
hon. Gentlemen opposite showing that 
they would not welcome the reduction of 
expenditure on the Navy. The Secretary 
for War said in 1902 that the ‘country 
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could not afford to diminish the Estin‘fate, | 
which amounted to only 3 per cent. of the | existed at a particular time. 
estimated value of our commerce, and the | to 


hon. Member for Cardiff said in 1905, 
when the Estimates were more than now, 
that he did not desire any decrease 
in the expenditure on the Navy. The 
question was whether they were keeping 
up the two-Power standard of the new 
type. All were agreed that the change 
to the new type had altered the position. 
They could not tell until war actually 
took place as to what effect these big 
vessels would have in a sea battle, or 
whether they would be put out of action 
by a former class of vessels. If that were 
the case it was all-important that the 
two-Power standard should be kept up. 
A most interesting article had appeared 
in The Times that morning as to ship 
building. He had gone carefully into 
the figures as to the number of ships which 
were being built by Japan, the United 
States, France, Germany, and England. 
All the vessels mentioned were larger 
than the ‘“ Dreadnought,” some of them 
much larger. Japan would have four 
of the new type, the United States four, 
France six, Germany five, and we 
should have six. Our position would 
consequently fall below the two-Power 
standard with regard to those large 
vessels. There was no doubt the lesson 
taught by the experience of the Russo- 


Japanese War was that it was the large , 


battleships and the large guns with the 
long range which gave Admiral Togo 
the great advantage of being able to keep 
the Russian Navy inside Port Arthur. 
He was therefore glad to see that the 
Prime Minister had modified the opinion 
which he expressed last year. [Sir H. 
(AMPBELL-BANNERMAN dissented]. He 
noticed the Prime Minister shook his head, 
but in July last he told them that it was 


preposterous to adhere to the old ideas | 


of the two-Power standard, and said 
they must have regard to the conditions 
which prevailed from time to time. In 
his opinion, it would ke ridiculous if that 
principle were admitted. They all knew 
that friendships and alliances came about 
between Powers and individuals one day 
and disappeared the next, and that, 
although our relations with a foreign 
Power might be all right for the time 
being, they might easily be disturbed. 
It would be absurd, therefore, to base. 


{5 Marcu 1907} 


) tractors. 
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our Fleet upon the circumstances which 
He desired 
call attention to the proportion 
of ships to be built under contract 
as compared with those which were to 
be built in the Royal dockyards. ,He 
found that in the last few years the 
proportion of ships which had been given 
out to contract was much smaller than 
formerly, and that the proportion built 
in the Royal dockyards was much larger. 
This year it was proposed to lay down two 
ships of the ‘Dreadnought ” type, and 
one more if The Hague Conference was 
not successful. Two of those ships were 
to be laid down in the Royal dockyards 
and one alone was to go to private con- 
He thought that was hardly a 
fair proportion. It had to be remembered 
that the private yards were a great 
national asset. They were built for the 
purpose of providing ships when the nation 
wanted them, and it would bea great mis. 
fortune to discourage the expenditure of 
capital upon them. The number of ships 
given out to private contract as con- 
trasted with the number of ships built in 
the dockyards had of late years very 
much decreased, and he appealed to the 


Admiralty to take care that orders were 


dealt out with even-handed justice as 
between the Royal dockyards and the 
private yards. Finally, he wished to. 
impress upon the House the great 
importance of not making this question 
of the supremacy of the Fleet a 
Party question, because our very eXisi- 
ence depended upon it. Our vast 
Empire extended all over the world, and 
we occupied one-fourth of the land in the 
world. Seventy-five per cent. of our 
bread stuffs and 40 per cent. of our meat 
had to be imported, and our mercantile 
marine equalled in tonnage that of all the 
rest of the world put together. Then, 
again, quite apart from protecting our 
commerce, a strong Navy was a mos¢ 
eflective weapon in war. There,was no 
doubt that our Navy kept “hands off” 
during the South African War, and it had 
been proved over and over again in history 
that the country which had won in any 
conflict was that one which had a strong 
Navy. He had great pleasure in support- 
ing the view expressed by the Prime 
Minister, but congratulated the hon. Mem- 
ber for King’s Lynn, although he had 
withdrawn his Amendment, on having 
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extracted a satisfactory explanation from 
the Government. 


The hon. Member having resumed his 
seat, 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON rose in 
his place and cl imed ‘o move, “ That the 
Question be now put,” but 


*Mr. SPEAKER pointed out that there 
were still a few minutes left, and he had no 
doubt the House would be ready to agree 
to the Motion to go into Committee before 
a quarter past cight. 


*Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye) said 
he did not want to detain the House for 
more than a moment, but he could not 
help thinking the Prime Minister would 
be one of the first to regret that he had 
not seen his way to accept the Amend- 
ment of the hon. Member for King’s 
Lynn. His refusal to do so would 
inevitably be misunderstood. Taken to- 
gether with his recent article in Zhe 
Nation and his utterances during that 
debate, his refusal must be misunderstood 
in the country. Only that night, when 
the Leader of the Opposition asked if 
he upheld the two-Power standard—he 


had made a note,of it at the time—the | 


Prime Minister said, ‘‘ Yes, as a rule.” 


Str H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : | 


1 said “ as a rule of action.” 


*Mr. COURTHOPE was glad to hear 
that the qualification was now further 
qualified. [Sir H. CaMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
“No, no.”] He quite appreciated the 
right hon. Gentleman’s contention. He 
had misunderstood him, and he was sure if 
he had misunderstood hearing, those who 
read his speech would misunderstand still 
more. On another point the right 
hon. Gentleman had asked incredulously 
if we were to maintain the standard 
when we were in close alliance with 
other Powers. That must inevitably 
be misunderstood, and he hoped the right 
hon. Gentleman would take some oppor- 
tunity of removing the risk of mis- 
understanding which would inevitably 
occur in the country if nothing more 
definite was said. 


Sir A. ACLAND-HOOD (Somersetshire, 
Wellington) said that if the Prime 


Mr. Samuel Roberts. 
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Minister would undertake that full oppor- 
|tunity would be afforded of discussing 
'the naval policy on Vote A and Vote | 
'he would advise his hon. friends not to 
divide against the Motion. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
Certainly. 


Question, “That Mr. Speaker do now 
leave the Chair,” put, and agreed to. 


SUPPLY. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 


| Mr. Emmorr (Oldham), in the Chair.] 


NAVY ESTIMATES, 1907-s. 
Motion made, and Quest'on proposed, 
* That 128,000 officers, seamen, and boys 
be employed for the Sea and Coast Guard 
Services for the year ending on the 51st 
day of March 1908, including 18,595 
Royal Marines.” 


*Mr. COURTHOPE said there were one 
or two points which he would like to ask 
the Secretary to the Admiralty. One was 
about the saving of £450,000. As far as 
he could make out, the decrease, small 

| as it was, was only created by leaving over 
{some £438,000 for the Works Depart- 
ment upon the Estimates of next 
|vear, and the real decrease was only 
£12,000. He might have misread the 
| Memorandum, but that was the meaning 
of it to his mind, and he hoped that an ex- 
planation would be given of what that 
£438,000 carried over meant. In the 
Memorandum about the education of 
| naval cadets there was an appeal to county 
'and other public authorities. Surely, as 
the late Civil Lord of the Admiralty had 
stated, if it was the policy of the Govern- 
ment to make the education cheap it 
should be done by them, and not by 
issuing appeals of this kind to public 
authorities, who already had quite enough 
on theirhands. There was a further point 
he wished to ask about torpedo craft in 
home waters. 


And, it being a quarter past Eight of 
the clock, further proceeding was post- 
| poned without Question put, pursuant to 
Standing Order No. 4. 
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ARMAGH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
BILL (By OrpEr). 
Order for Second Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 


Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.) in 
moving the rejection of the Bill, said he 
was taking that course at the request of 
a large number of his’ constituents 
who believed that their interests as 
traders and ratepayers would be seriously 
prejudiced if the proposals contained 
in this measure received the sanction of 
Parliament. The Bill was promoted 
by the Armagh Urban District Council, 
and it contained three separate proposals. 
In the first place, it proposed to empower 
the urban council to acquire compulsorily 
the market rates of the city, which were 
now in the hands of a body of trustees ; 
in the second place, it contained a pro- 
vision enabling the council to exercise 
greater control over the supply of milk 
to the inhabitants; and in the third 
place, it proposed to relieve the council 
from an obligation to pay a sum of £150 
a vear towards the maintenance of 
main roads running out from the city 
into the surrounding rural districts. 
The main purpose of the Bill was con- 
tained in the first of those proposals. 
in comparison with that, the other 
matters were of less importance, but 
they were objected to on various grounds, 
and their presence in the Bill did not 
weaken the case for the total rejection 
of the measure. On the face of it. 
perhaps, hon. Members might be disposed 
to regard with sympathy provisions to 
enable the local authority, responsible 
for the health of the district, to exercise 
more effective control over the milk 
supply. Purity of milk and its freedom 
from contamination was a matter of 
great importance in relation to public 
health, but however desirable it might 
be to endow the local authority with 
adequate powers to safeguard the public 
in that particular, he submitted that any 
extension of authority which might be 
necessary should be granted only after 
careful inquiry, and be made applicable 
by general enactment to all public bodies 
who were responsible for the administra- 
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The Armagh Urban Council asked for 
special powers in this respect in a Bill 
which was primarily introduced for 
another purpose altogether. He con- 
tended that they ought not to be granted 
this exceptional authority unless they 
satisied Parliament that they could 
be safely trusted to exercise the power 
fairly as regarded every part of the com- 
munity. It was a fact that he thought 
it his duty to mention that in the district 
which would be affected by the milk 
provisions, a strong feeling existed that 
the Armagh Urban Council could not be 
relied upon to apply the powers 
impartially and with a single eye 
to the public good. He did not, how- 
ever, base the case for the rejection 
of the Bill upon the milk provisions or 
upon the third of the proposals in the Bill. 
The question of the road contribution 
was somewhat complicated, and he did 
not propose to detain the House by 
attempting to explain it. It was a com- 
paratively small matter, but he thought 
he ought to mention that the Armagh 
Rural District Council, who had been 
credited with the £150 paid annually 
by the urban council, naturally very 
much resented the attempt of the urban 
council to get rid of the obligation. 
Had it been competent for the rural! 
council to oppose the Bill, they would 
certainly have petitioned to be heard 
against it in Committee. They were, 
however, able to act only through the 
County Council of Armagh, and, although 
the majority of that body were in favour 
of opposing the Bill, the resolution 
authorising opposition was not carried 
by a sufficient number of votes to satisfy 
the statutory requirements. It appeared 
that the Local Government Board de- 
cided that the cost of opposing the Bill 
could not be levied upon the area of the 
rural district, but must be spread over 
the entire county, and members of the 
county council representing outside dis- 
tricts were reluctant to vote for incurring 
the expense in a matter in which their 
constituents were not directly interested. 
It was not necessary for his purpose 
that he should offer any opinion upon 
the reasonableness, or otherwise, of that 
particular proposal of the urban council. 
It was only due to the rural council, 
however, that he should point out that 
they considered they would be unjustly 
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treated if the urban council were author- | 


ised to discontinue this payment of 


£150 a year. Now he came _ to 
what was, after all, the main 
purpose of the Bill, and that was 


the proposal to empower the urban 
council to acquire compulsorily the tolls 
and market rights of the city. He did 
not wish to detain the House at 
undue length, but in order that hon. 
Members might obtain a clear idea of 
the question at issue, it was necessary 
for him to explain the present position of 
affairs in relation to the tolls. The 
market rights of the city were formerly 
the property of the Archbishop of 
Armagh, who leased them to private 
individuals. The markets were con- 
ducted in that way during the 17th and 
18th centuries and down tothe year 1821. 
In that year there was a movement in 
Armagh for the improvement of the 
marke‘, and a trust was formed by a 
number of the principal inhabitants for 
the purpose of acquiring the tolls, and 
managing the markets in the general 
interest of the city. The terms of that 
trust had been faithfully carried out. 
Since the year 1825 the tolls committee, 
who were entrusted with the conduct of 
the markets, had expended nearly 
£6,000 on improvements in the city. 
Among other works they had _pro- 
vided funds for building a new post 
office ; they had also expended upwards of 
£4,000 in extending and improving 
the market accommodation. As regarded 
the management of markets by the tolls 
committee, there had been, so far as 
he was aware, no complaint whatever. 
On the contrary, the farmers who brought 
their produce into the markets to sell, 
and those who attended them for the 
purpose of buying, had been, and were 
at the present time, perfectly satisfied 
with the management of the tolls com- 
mittee. Why then did the majority of 
the urban council wish to disturb 


the existing arrangements which had | 


worked so well during all these years ? 
So far as he could gather, the only ground 
on which they came to Parliament for 
these powers was the general principle 
that markets ought to be under municipal 
control. He had no doubt that many 
hon. Members would approve that prin- 
ciple. He submitted, however, that 


Armagh was a case where an exception 


Mr. Lonsdale. 


MONS} 


District Council Bill. 


was justified. He looked upon the 
matter entirely from the point of view 
of one who desired to promote the best 
interes:'s of the city, which was in the 
Parliamentary division that he repre- 
sented. He was intimately acquainted 
with all the local conditions, and 
he said without any hesitation that 
the result of transferring the control 
of the markets from the tolls 
committee to the present urban council 
would be to diminish commercial pros- 
perity in the city and inflict serious loss 
upon the ratepayers. It seemed to him 
that the first requisite for the successful 
management of markets was that they 
should be conducted by experienced and 
capable men of business. The _ tolls 
committee, who now conducted the 
markets, comprised the largest buyers in 
the markets, and the principal merchants 
in the city. Their services were given 
entirely voluntarily, but having a sub- 
stantial stake in the commercial pros- 
perity of the city they were naturally 
interested in promoting the success of 
the markets in every possible way. The 
fact could not be denied that the markets 
had been conducted by them for the 
benefit of the whole community. Upon 
the other hand, the majority of the urban 
council had little or no interest in the 
markets—a few members of that body 
were business men, but they were in a 
hopeless minority, and, under the political 
conditions which ruled in Armagh, they 
would be allowed no voice whatever 
in the control of the markets if 
the council were to acquire them. 
The House would obtain some idea 
of the relative standard of the members 
of the iolls committee and the majority 
of the urban council if he gave some 
particulars of the valuation of their 
| property for rating purposes. He found 
that the valuation of the members of the 
‘olls committee amounted in the aggre- 
gate to £500, or an average of £62. On 
the other hand, the valuation of the 
majority of the urban council totalled 
only £178, or an average of £15. One 
of the members of the urban council 
had no rating in the city at all, and four 
out of the twelve were rated upon a 
valuation of less than £8. It must be 
evident from the most cursory examina- 
| tion of those figures that the qualifica- 
‘tions of the present tolls committee for 
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managing the markets were infinitely 
superior to those of the members of the 
urban council who were anxious to 
assume control of the undertaking. It 
was a fact which ought to have great 
weight with the House that the Bill was 
not approved by a majority of the in- 
habitants of Armagh. It had been pro- 
moted by a majority only of the urban 
council, and the minority of that body 
who opposed were themselves substan- 


tial and capable men, who were sup- | 


ported in their opposition by at least 
one-half of the population who paid 


quite three-fourths of the entire rates | 
He did not ask the House | 


of the city. 
to accept his unsupported assertion of 
that fact. 


Bill was promoted, a 


approved of the proposals of the urban 
council. The number who voted against 


the Bill was 622, and only 550 supported | 


it. That result was obtained after a 
record poll, 1,172 votes being cast out 
of 1,230 on the register. 


had chosen to promote this Bill in 
defiance of the express wishes of more 
than one-half the people of the city, 


including all the principal inhabitants. | 


He asked the House to consider whether, 
upon any ground of urgent public neces- 
sity, they would be justified in forcing 
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Last year when a similar | 
plébiscite of | 
the electors was taken, with the result | 
that a clear majority of the electors dis- | 


In spite of | 
that emphatic verdict the urban council | 
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serious attention of the House. The 
urban council were asking for an un- 
limited extension of their borrowing 
powers and the removal of the res- 
| trictions placed upon the borrowing 
| powers of the council by the Public 
| Health (Ireland) Act, 1878. At the 
| presen’ time those borrowing powers 
| had been exercised nearly to their 
‘full extent, and he submitted that 
| the circumstances of the city as well as 
the character of the majority of the 
urban council made it very undesir- 
able that unlimited power of in- 
creasing the local indebtedness should 
be granted by Parliament. The restric- 
tions embodied in the Public Health 
Act of Ireland were enacted by Parlia- 
ment with the express object of pre- 
venting local authorities from borrowing 
more than double the rateable value of 
their respective districts. That was un- 
doubtedly a wise provision intended for 
the protection of the ratepayers, and it 
ought not to be abrogated unless the 
strongest possible reasons could be 
advanced. In this case the effect of 
transferring the markets to the urban 
council would certainly be a considerable 
increase in the local rates. There existed 
the most urgent grounds for refusing the 
| unlimited borrowing powers which were 
'asked for. As the Member for the 
| division in which the city of Armagh 
| 


was situated, he opposed the Bill on its 


this Bill upon the city, in the face of such | merits. If it were sent to Committee 
an emphatic expression of opinion that it|a great deal of expense would be 
was not wanted. The proposal came | incurred in opposing it and also in 
from a majority of the council who did | defending it, the cost of waich would 
not represent the wishes of a majority | rest very heavily on the ratepayers of 





of the ratepayers. If that were disputed 
he pointed to the plébiscite of last 
vear. But in addition to that, he 
ventured to suggest that it would be 
reasonable to submit, the Bill as a 
definite issue to the electors before it 
was further proceeded with. An oppor- 
tunity for obtaining the opinion of the 
ratepayer upon the scheme would occur 


election of the urban council would take 
place. There was no urgency about the 
proposal, and he felt sure Parliament 
would like to be assured that the council 
in putting forward the scheme really 
had a majority of the ratepayers at their 
back. There was another proposal in 
the Bill to which he would invite the 


/Armagh. In no circumstances could 
| the acquisition of the markets by the 
| present urban council result in any 
_ advantage to the city, and it was because 
| he was convinced that it was for the best 
‘interests of the inhabitants that the 
| control of the markets should remain in 


| the hands of the present tolls committee 


I | that he moved the rejection of the Bill. 
in January next, when the triennial | 


Me. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.), in 
seconding the Amendment, said the 
case for the rejection of the Bill 
had been so clearly, eloquently, and, 
he thought, impartially, presented by 
the hon. Member for Mid. Armagh 
that it must have convinced nearly every 





Member. Even on the usually impassive 
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features of the Attornev-General there 
was a kind of assent given to the argu- 
ments of his hon. friend as he proceeded. | 
He himself had been associated with the 
London County Council for nine years, and 
he would be one of the very last to offer 
any opposition to anything advocated 
by a local body, which was usually the 
best exponent of local wants, unless 
there were very exceptional circum- 
stances. But, as the hon. Member for 
Mid. Armagh had assured the House, 
there were very exceptional circumstances 
in this case. There was a conflict as to 
these markets and tolls. A very sensible 
thing had been done. A plébiscite of the 
people was taken, and the result showed a 
majority against the council. Therefore 
it was a fair thing to say, after such 
a vote had been taken, after such a 


challenge had been given by the council | 


and answered as it had been by the 
ratepayers, that it would be wise and 
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| 


reasonable to wait for the next election | 
and get a second verdict, though he | 


would have thought the council ought | 
to have accepted the first verdict of the 
ratepayers instead of trying to flout the 
will of the people, as they were proposing 
to do. Here they had a moribund council 
defying the known will of the people, and 
he thought he could appeal with confidence 
to the instincts of hon. Members on 
the other side, who were always talking 
about the will of the people, to defend 
the expressed will of the people against 
a council which was endeavouring to 
defeat the people’s wishes. He had, 
therefore, great pleasure in seconding 
the Amendment. 


Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out the word ‘ now,’ 
end of the Question to add the words 
this day six months.”°—(Mr. Lonsdale.) 


and at the 
‘upon 


Question proposed, “That the word 
“now ’ stand part of the Question.” 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.) said he 
would have thought that on a question 
on which depended the well-being of 
the majority of the ratepayers of Armagh, 
they might at least have had the spectacle 
of a Minister representing the Irish 
Local Government Board getting up 
and having the courage to tell them 
what the Board were going to do 


Mr. 7. L. Corbett. 
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in the matter. On such occasions 


they generaly had a statement from a 


responsible Minister as to what the 
‘action of the Irish Government was 
going to be, but the Attorney-General 
remained silent as if in pursuance ofa 
compact with hon. Members below the 


gangway; or was it an understood 
thing that the Bill was to be voted 


through without discussion, without a 
word from the Members who objected 
to it, because they had come to an 
arrangement with the Irish Local Govern- 
ment Board which up to now had been 
supposed to be an independent Depart- 
ment. In future one would be led to 
consider that Department under the 
present Government as controlled by the 
wishes of hon. Members below the gang- 
way. He really thought the House ought 
to have some idea as to the position of 
this supposed impartial authority, but 
the Attorney-General sat as if he had no 
intention of taking the House into his 
confidence. He had noticed that when 
unanswerable cases were brought for- 
'ward from the quarter of the House 
in which he sat the Government acted 


with great discretion. They did not 
attempt to reply, but simply voted 
them down. Here was a case where 


the majority of the people of Armagh 
wanted one thing and the urban council 
as a dying effort were trying to do another 
by running a Bill through with the aid 
of the Government majority and of 
Members below the gangway. The hon. 
Member for Newry had his arrangement 
with the Government, and __ there- 
fore he did not trouble to get up to speak 
when he had the chance. He had 
known other Bills under which local 
bodies wanted power, notably in the case 
of Rathmines, and the House was well 
aware what the hon. Member for Newry 
said in regard to that particular Bill. 
On that occasion he said that he would 
not be a party to a Bill which pro- 
posed to confer on one set of people 
powers and privileges to the detriment 
of another set of people. The trustees of 
the Armagh tolls had carried on their 
work without fee or reward for the last 
fifty vears, but the work was now to be 
taken from them by means of a silent 
compact with the Government. ,The 
Attorney-General for Ireland did, not 
dare to get up and say a word in 
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favour of fair play, 
Administration and of law and justice 
in Ireland he was going far to dispel the 
idea that the present Irish Administra- 
tion acted impartially. He hoped the 
Attorney-General would speak without 
remembering the spur that had been ap- 
plied to him. It was a very unfortunate 
thing that such an instrument was ne- 
cessary to bring the Government to 
its feet in regard to such a monstrous 
jnjustice as this Bill proposed. There 
was no public necessity for the measure, 
and no attempt had been made to show 
that the present trustees had carried on 
the markets unsatisfactorily. On the 
contrary, thev had done their duty well 
and the markets were flourishing, and 
every penny derived from them was 
being devoted to the welfare of the town. 
Hon. Members below the gangway did 
not appear to care what happened to 
the town. If the Urban Council of 
Armagh got the power to manage these 
markets and there happened to be a 
loss, upon whom would the loss fall ? 
Not upon the urban council, but upon 
the majority of the ratepayers, who 
were against this scheme. It was an 
easy thing to say to the House of 
Commons, “ Legislate for us, and if 
there is a deficiency it is going to come 
from the very people who are objecting.’’ 
No doubt those who were opposing the 
measure would be told that they were 
bigoted, but that was the usual answer 
to the desires of an Irish 
town which simply wanted to be let 
alone. He did not think there was 
a single hon. Member, whatever 
his politics might be, who would 
deny that the ratepayers were the 
people who ought to be considered 
in the matter. 
quite above Party politics, and the rate- 
payers who had petitioned against the 
Bill ought to be allowed to put their 
case before the Committee. What had 
the promoters of the Bill done? They 
had actually objected to the ratepayers 
appearing before a Committee in any 
shape or form. The Attorney-General 
for Ireland knew all about this, and yet 
he sat silent. 
House suppose that a majority of the 
dissenting ratepayers desired to appear 
before the Committee? Because it 
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and by his} 
conduct as the representative of the | 


industrial | 


This was a question | 


For what reason did the | 
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was simply the essence of fair play 
that both sides should be _ heard, 
but in spite of this, with the assistance 


| of the Attorney-General, the Bill was to 


be forced through the House of Commons. 
He could assure the House that that 
would not be done without a strong 
protest on the part of those who happened 
to know how the Bill was being wire- 
pulled and gerrymandered through with 
the assistance of the Attorney-General. 
When it came to getting a small Party 
advantage all considerations of justice 
appeared to go. The ques ion was one 
of disturbing an institution which had 
worked well and with advantage to 
everybody concerned for fifty years, 
and it was being done in order to 
achieve a wretched little Party gain. 
He wished to associate himself with 
his hon. friend who had laid the 
matter so fairly and _ impartially 
before the House. The hon. Mem- 
ber for Mid. Armagh had many 
interests of his own county at stake, 
and as a representative of the next 
county he was proud to be associated 
with the hon. Member and to take his 
share in protesting against this wretched 
political injustice and the cowardly, 
unprecedented action of the Attorney- 
General in regard to the matter. 


*THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL ror 
IRELAND (Mr. Cuerry, Liverpool, Ex- 
change) said the hon. Member first 
charged him with being entirely under 
the control of hon. Members opposite 
and then with being afraid to speak upon 
this measure. He wished to say that all 
along he had intended to speak; in fact 
he had come down to the House with 
that object. The reason he had not 
spoken before was that he thought it was 
only courteous to wait until he had 
heard the case against the Bill before 
replying. Apparently the hon. Member 
for North Armagh thought he should 
reply before having heard the case. The 
hon. Member had said a good deal about 
New Tipperary and Rathmines, but he 
had said very little about the Bill before 
the House. He had listened with interest 
to the speech of the hon. Member for 
Mid. Armagh, in which he put the case 
for the opposition to the Bill as strongly 
as it could be put, and the conclusion he 
had come to was that the House should 
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certainly give the Bill a Second Reading. 
The hon. Member said that as a rule 
markets should be under municipal 
control. 


Mr. LONSDALE said that what he 
stated was that hon. Members might 
have sympathy with the principle of 
municipal authorities having control of 
the markets, but that Armagh might be 
considered an exception to that rule. 


*Mr. CHERRY said that if the hon. 
Member thought the principle of munici- 
pal authorities having control of markets 
was a bad one he would accept his 
statement, but he did not think the 
House would agree with him. On the 
contrary he thought that three-fourths of 
the Members of the House would be ready 
to contend that markets ought to be 
under the control of the municipal 
authority. In 1888 a Royal Commission 
inquired into the question of markets, 
and it sat in Armagh. ' Evidence was 
taken in that county, and it was urged 
that the control of the markets 
should be transferred to local bodies. 
The Royal Commission, appointed more- 
over by a Conservative Government and 
not by the miserable crew now in office, 
in its final Report actually recommended 
the transfer of all markets into the hands 
of the local authorities. The main pro- 
vision of this Bill only sought to carry into 
effect that recommendation. They were 
told that Armagh was an exception, but 
he had listened in vain for any explanation. 
But although no reason had been stated 
it was easy to infer that it was because 
Armagh District Council was composed of 
men of different politics from those of hon. 
Members opposite. That was the whole 
thing ina nutshell. The hon. and learned 
Member for Mid. Armagh had actually 
given notice of Motion asking that the con- 
sideration of the Bill should be postponed 
till after another election, in 1908, when 
he hoped he would succeed in getting 
the council Unionist. Then the hon. and 
learned Member and his friends would 
come forward and support the Bill, for 
the principle seemed to be that a local 
body which was Unionist might have 
control, but a local body which was 
Nationalist must not. He might say on 


behalf of the Government that they 
Mr. Cherry. 
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were of opinion that local authorities, 
whether Unionist or Nationalist, should 
have control. They thought that the 
body now in control in Armagh repre- 
sented the city of Armagh and was 
entitled to speak for Armagh. 


Mr. MOORE: What about Rath- 


mines ? 


*Mr. CHERRY said the Rathmines Bill 
did not propose to deal with the domestie 
affairs of Rathmines, but to extend the 
boundaries. This was a Bill dealing 
with Armagh City and the management 
of the affairs of Armagh. The representa- 
tives of Armagh were in favour of the Bill 
and promoted it. Why should not the 
House give it a Second Reading and send 
it toa Committee ? They were told that 
the members of the council were a very 
poor lot, and that the average valuation of 
the Committee was much higher. He did 
not think that argument would carry 
much weight with the House. The average 
valuation of Members of the House of 
Commons was much less. than that of 
Members of the House of Lords, and the 
hon. Member who advanced that argu- 
ment should therefore be in favour of the 
abolition of the House of Commons. 
Another argument against the Bill was 
that it gave the local authority the con- 
trol of the milk supply, and that the local 
authority could not be relied upon to 
exercise its powers impartially. Why 
not ? Because it was a Nationalist body. 
A Conservative body could be at once 
allowed. It seemed to him, however, 
that the council made a strong case in 
favour of the Bill. In 1906 there was a 
very serious typhoid epidemic in Armagh, 
traceable to bad milk, and he thought 
it very natural that the council of Armagh, 
representing the poor as well as the rich, 
should seek to have control of the milk 
supply. That was one of the objects to 
which hon. Members opposite objected, 
simply and solely because the council 
happened to be a Nationalist body. He 
did not think it was necessary to 
detain the House any longer. He 
thought the feeling of the House would 
be very strongly in favour of the Bill, and 
for the very reasons stated by the hon. 
and learned Member for Mid Armagh 
himself. 
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Mr. JAMES CAMPBELL (Dublin 
University) said he did not intend to 
occupy much of the time of the House, 


but only to call the attention of English | 


Members to the moral of the debate, 


in Ireland. He would remind the House 
that last year the urban district council 
of Rathmines brought in a Bill which 
in the previous year passed Committees 
both of theH ouse of Commons and of the 
House of Lords, but which fell through 
owing to its final stage being reached just 
before the adjournment, though its prin- 
ciple had been adopted and ratified in 
both Houses. When the Bill was 
brought in again last year it was op- 
posed on the First Reading, on the sole 
ground that it was promoted by a dis- 
trict mainly composed of Unionist elec- 
tors. What was the attitude on that 
occasion of the Attorney-General, who 
had proclaimed himself such an admirer 
of local authorities’ having administra- 
tion of their own affairs? He certainly 
did not support the Bill or speak in the 
debate. He believed the Attorney- 
General went out of the House. He 
certainly did not vote in favour of the 
3ill. His present colleague, the Chief 
Secretary, actually went into the lobby 
and voted against the Bill. No objec- 
tion was urged against the Bill except 
the one he had stated. The present 
Bill was brought in for a small matter, 
namely, the acquisition of the market 
tolls belonging to the important town 
of Armagh. In an exceedingly able and 
temperate speech the hon. Member 
for Mid. Armagh, in which the 
town was situated, had informed the 
House that the majority of the rate- 
payers, as the result of a vote taken on 
the question, had decided against the 
proposal to hand over the tolls to the 
local authority. He admitted that that 
was not conclusive, but on the other hand 
he thought the House would agree that 
it was a very strong argument against 
What he thought in ordinary cases was 
and ought to be the rule, namely, that 
everything else being equal the municipal 
authority should have the controlling 
power over such matters as markets and | 
market tolls. But the town of Armagh | 
was exceptional as had been pointed | 
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d of the ratepayers. 
and to the way in which the Government | 
regarded the administration of affairs | 
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the hon. Member for Mid. Armagh. 
It was peculiar in this respect, that the 
administration of the tolls had been 
for nearly a century by chosen persons 
They had adminis- 
tered their trust faithfully and well and 
to the satisfaction of those attending the 
market. There had been no complaint 
or attack from any quarter. In view 
of the fact that when on the eve 
of the introduction of the Bill the 
ratepayers learned that it was proposed 
to take the market administration out 
of the hands of those gentlemen and to 
hand it over toa fluctuating body like the 
municipal council, they decided against 
the proposal, surely it was not unreason- 
able to ask the House to say that they 
should wait until next January and let 
it come before the electors, not as a 
political question, but as a financial 
question? It did not affect Unionist 
ratepayers in a different way from 
Nationalist ratepayers. It was a ques- 
tion of finance affecting the rates of the 
city, and in that light alone it ought 
to be regarded. He wished to emphasise 
the extraordinary and peculiar departure 
taken by the Irish Government to-night 
from the course taken twelve months 
ago, when a_ sanitary Bill was 
introduced by a _ Unionist council 
and they were told that the Bill 
should not be allowed to pass on account 
of that objection. On that occasion the 
Irish Government and those representing 
it entered in‘o a conspiracy of silence, but 
testified to their views by joining hon. 
Members below the gangway- br 
voting against the Bill. The House 
was now asked to postpone this 
Bill until after the elections in January 
next when the ratepayers of Armagh 
might be trusted to determine the matter. 
not from the miserable point of view of 
Party politics, but from the necessity 
of the town itself, apart altogether from 
the effect it would have upon their own 
pockets. If the speculation turned out 
a failure it would not affect the members 
of the urban district council. The people 
who would be injured would be, not 
merely the ratepayers themselves, but 


| also those who had been in the habit of 


| frequenting the market and using it for 
the purpose of their business. He would 
have great pleasure in supporting the 


out so clearly and exhaustively by | Amendment. 


2C2 
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Mr. MOONEY (Newry) said the speech | ments on which the hon. Gentleman had 
of the hon. Member for North Armagh | obtained his votes in the poll against the 
in moving the rejection of the Bill was | Bill. The hon. Member for Mid. Armagh 
the strongest that could be made in| had given building leases in the town of 
favour of sending the measure upstairs. | Armagh which contained certain curious 
The question involved was surely one | conditions about bigotry, which had ex- 
that ought to be decided by a Committee. | cited a great deal of talk. 
The hon. Member for North Armagh | 
said he represented the largest ratepayers} Mr. LONSDALE asked whether the 
in the town of Armagh. He understood | hon. Member made that statement within 
that the hon. Member represented the | his own knowledge or on the authority 
toll commissioners of whom there were | of others. 
only eight. Two of them had already | 
voted for a Bill of this kind. Oneofthem; Mr. MOONEY said that he could not 
had no property at all, and had signed | say that the leases in question were in 
a trust deed for the benefit of his creditors. | the hon. Member’s own name, but he 
Another had no business in the town, and | was the responsible party for them. 
only held one debenture in the tolls. | 
There was an overwhelming majority of | Mr. T. L. CORBETT asked the 
the ratepayers in favour of the Bill. | Deputy-Speaker whether an hon. Mem- 
‘ber who made a deliberate insinuation 
Mr. LONSDALE said that a poll had | against another hon. Member, which 
been taken, and the result was a vote | insinuation the latter denied, ought not 
against the Bill. to withdraw the statement. 





Mr. MOONEY said that his answer to 
tnat was that the ratepayers of Armagh 
were represented by the urban council | 
which had passed a unanimous resolution | 
in favour of the Bill, and no petition had 
heen presented on behalf of the rate- 
payers against it. The hon. Gentleman | 
seemed to have forgotten that in 1880 | 
the Unionist town council of Armagh | 
came to the conclusion that the town | 
council was the proper body to administer 
the markets. In 1882 they came to the | 
same conclusion. The Local Government | 
Board, in 1888, sent a Commission to in- | 
quire into the matter, and that Commis- | 
sion decided that the town council should | 
have the control of the markets ; and in | 
1904 the town council gave notice to) 
bring in a Bill to acquire the market | 
rights. The hon. Member had made | 


*Mr DEPUTY-SPEAKER said that 
there was no imputation against the hon. 
Member for Mid. Armagh, but the remark 
of the hon. Member for Newry did seem 
to be a little irrelevant to the Bill. 


Mr. MOONEY said he did not wish 
to reflect upon the hon. Member for Mid. 
Armagh, but he regarded the interruption 
of the hon. Member for Down as about 
as relevant as most of his interruptions. 
What they asked by this Bill was that 
the House should give to the Corpora- 
tion of Armagh the same powers as 
were given to every other municipality 
in the country. 


* Captain CRAIG (Down, E.) said he 
rose with some reluctance to take part in 


great play of the circumstance that a poll | the debate, but he must confess that after 
was taken last year against the Bill. | listening to the speeches made by the 
He did not wish to deny the fact ; but it | Attorney-General and the hon. Member 





was a most extraordinary poll. Circulars 
were issued by the Unionist Association 
to all the out-voters asking them to vote, 
and in that way the voting was influenced. 
The circulars, which were the most ex- 
traordinary ever issued even by the 
Unionists, stated that if the Bill were 
passed the property of the Unionists in 
the town would be destroyed ; and that 
the ground set apart for sports and games 


for Newry, it was evident that the 


last thing they desired was to discuss 
a Bill of such importance on_ its 
merits. Behind the Bill and its clauses 
and those speeches there was a deep 
meaning. How those who supported 
the Bill reconciled their speeches with 
the speeches and the votes which they 
gave last year on a similar occasion, 
he did not know. The arguments 





would he lost. Those were the state- 


against the Bill had been straight 
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to the point, but they had _ been 
howled down because some hon. Mem- 
bers below the gangway did not wish 
the truth to be known. The hon. 
Member for Newry had made a base 
insinuation against the hon. Member for 
Mid. Armagh, but it had nothing to do 
with the Bill, and in fact, there was not 
a single word of truth in it. “Oh, oh.” 


Mr. MOONEY asked the Deputy- 
Speaker whether it was in order to 
charge an hon. Member with making 
a statement in which there was not a 
single word of truth ? 


* Mr. DEPUTY-SPEAKER said that 
if the hon and gallant Gentleman meant 
that the hon. Member for Newry was 
stating what he knew to be untrue he 
was not entitled to use the phrase and 
should withdraw it. 


*CapTAIN CRAIG said he did not 
intend to do anything more than to 
defend his hoa. friend the Member for 
Mid. Armagh. [* Withdraw.”| What he 
wished to say was that the hon. Mem- 
ber for Newry had been misinformed, 
but he bowed at once to the ruling 
of the Deputy-Speaker. Perhaps the 
House would allow him to say what 
the Bill really meant, and what would 
happen if the advice of the Attorney- 
General for Ireland were taken. 
No one had so far suggested that the toll 
proprietors had been making an undue 
profit out of the tolls, or had been in any 
way unjust or had administered the 
property in any partisan or improper 
spirit. On the contrary, they appeared 
to have carried out their duties re- 
markably well, considering the modest 
sum represented by the debentures, 
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only some £2,170. If the Bill were 
allowed to go upstairs it would lead to 
great expenditure, which would fall upon 
the ratepayers or traders. He had 
calculated that the amount of money 
which would be necessary to pass the Bill 
into law and redeem the debentures would 
be £5,000. That at 5 percent. would 
represent £250, which would have to go 
upon the rates, whereas the interest upon 
the debentures at the present time was 
only £115. That meant that £135 
additional would have to go upon the 
rates, which sum would be placed upon 
the ratepayers or traders by the proposal 
of the Attorney-General. It seemed to 
him a lamentable thing for the House 
without better evidence before it to send 
the Bill upstairs. The House should 
take a strong line and allow a few 
months to elapse before a decision was 
come to. In that way the issue would 
go before the constituency and the 
House would not attempt by their in- 
fluence to make up the minds of the 
people of Armagh for them. As a 
matter of fact, at a previous election the 
people of Armagh had by a large 
majority expressed their mind as already 
made up that this Bill should not go 
through. He could assure Home Rule 
Members below the gangway that the 
time would certainly come when they 
would be sorry for their action, and they 
would see that there was truth and justice 
in Ireland which would come to the front 
in the end. The present attitude of the 
Nationalists showed that they were 
afraid of that consummation. 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Aves, 243 ; Noes, 
67. (Division List No. 35.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Armitage, R. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 


Beck, A. Cecil 


Bellairs, Carlyon 
Benn, SirJ.Williams(Devonp’rt | Bramsdon, T. A. 
Bennett, E. N. 

| Berridge, T. H. D. 


Boulton, A. C. F. 
Brace, William 6 


Branch, James 
Brigg, John 


Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury,E.) | Bethell, SirJ.H.(Essex,Romfrd | Brooke, Stopford 


Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 
Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 


Boland, John 


Bottomley, Horatio 


Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) | Brunner, J.F.L. (Lancs., Leigh) 
Billson, Alfred 
Black, Arthur W. 


Brunner, RtHn.SirJ.T.(Chesh.) 
Bryce, J. Annan 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, W. J. D, 
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Cameron, Robert { 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston | 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, William 

Clynes, J. R. 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins, SirWm.J.(S.Pancras,W | 
Corbett,CH.(Sussex, E.Grnist’d | 
Cornwall, Sir Ediwn A. 
Cotton, Sir H. J. 8S. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Crean, Eugene 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crooks, William 

Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol. 8.) | 
Delany, William 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, S.) 
Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dolan, Charles Joseph 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan. C. ( Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) | 
Dunne, MajorE.Martin( Walsall | 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Edwards, Frank (Radnor) 
Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samucl T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 

Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ffrench. Peter 

Field, William 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Glover, Thomas 

Gooch, George Peabody 

Grant, Corrie 

Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 
Hardie, J. Keir( MerthyrTydvil) 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W.E.(Derbyshire,N.E. 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Helme, Norval Watson 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Henderson, J.M.( Aberdeen, W.) 
Henry, Charles S 

Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hobart, Sir Robert 
Hodge, John 
Hogan, Michael 
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Holden, E. Hopkinson 
Holland, Sir William Henry 


| Hooper, A. G. 
| Hope, W. Bateman (Somerset,N 


Horniman, Emslie John 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Hudson, Walter 

Jackson, R. 8S. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 
Jones, Sir D. Brynmor(Swansea 


| Jones, Leif (Appleby) 


Jowett, F W. 
Joyce, Michael 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 


| Kilbride, Denis 
| King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 


Laidlaw, Robert 


; Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 


Lea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, F. 
Leese, Sir JosephF.(Accrington) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Levy, Maurice 


| Lewis, John Herbert 


Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 


| Macdonald, J.M.(FalkirkB’ghs 
| Mackarness, Frederic C. 

| Maclean, Donald 

| Maecnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 


MacVeagh, Jeremiah (Down. S. 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) 


| M’Callum, John M. 


M‘Kean, John 
M‘Laren., Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 


| Maddison, Frederick 


Mallet, Charles E. 
Marks, G.Croydon (Launceston 
Marnham F. J. 


| Meagher, Michael 


Menzies. Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 
Mond, A. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morley, Rt. Hon. John 
Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Nicholls, George 

Nolan, Joseph 


| Norman, Sir Henry 


Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor. John (Kildare, N.) 
O'Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

O’ Dowd, John 

0’ Kelly,James( Roscommon, N. 
O'Malley, William 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
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Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh,Central 
Priestly, W. E. B.( Bradford, E.) 
Radford, G. H. 

Raphael, Herbert H. 

Reddy, M. 


| Redmond,John E. (Waterford; 


Rodmond, William (Clare) 


' Rees, J. D. 


Rer‘all, Athelstan 

Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Richards, T.F.(Wolverh’mpt'n 
Richardson, A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs) 
Robertson, Sir G.Scott( Bradf'd 
Robinson, S. 

Rowlands, J. 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland 
Scott, A.H.( Ashton undr.- Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B. 
Sherwell, Arthur Jame~ 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Snowden, P. 

Soares, Ernest J. 

Spicer, Sir Albert 

Steadman, W. C. 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kenda! 
Strauss, E. A. (Abindgon 
Summerbell, T. 


Tavlor, Theodore C. (Radclitie 
if 


Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, F. 


Thomas, DavidAlfred( Merthy: 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset. 
Tillett, Jouis Lohn 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, Sir A. M. 

Vivian, Henry 

Wadsworth, J. 

Waldron, Laurence Ambros 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walters, John Tudor 

Ward.W. Dudley(Southamptor 
Wardle, George J. 

Wason, JohnCatheart (Grkney 
Waterlow, D.S. 

White, Luke (York, E.R. 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whiteley, George (York. W.R. 
Whittaker, Sir Thomas Palmer 
Wiles. Thomas 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R. 
Wilson, J.W.(Worcestersh, N.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St.!Pancras, 5.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton 
Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 

Young, Samuel 


| Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—M! 
M‘Killop 
Donelan. 


and _, Captain 
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Acland- Hood, Rt.Hn.SirAlexF. 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Ashley, W. W. 

Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Bridgeman, W. Clive 

Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Cave, George 

Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett.T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Cross, Alexander 

Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Duncan, Robert(Lanark,Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Faber, Capt. W. V. (Hants,W.) 
Fell, Arthur 

Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 


Main Question put. 


Abraham, William/{Cork, N.E.) 
Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Armitage, R. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Jospeh A. (Finsbury, E. 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford 
Barnard, E. B. 

tarnes, G. N. 

sarran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Beliairs, Carylon 

Benn, Sir J.Williams(Devonprt 
Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bethell, Sir J.H.( Essex,Romf’d | 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) | 
Billson, Alfred 
Black, Arthur W. 
Boland, John 
Bottomley, Horatio 
Brace, William 
3ramsdon, T. A. 
Branch, James 
Brige. John 
Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner, J.F.L. (Lanes., Leigh) | 
Bryce, J. Annan 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Rurnyeat, W. J. D. 
Cameron, Robert 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston | 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Cleland, J. W. 
Clough, William 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 


. 
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NOES. 


Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Hervey,F.W.F.(BuryS. Edm’ds 
Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hunt, Rowland 

Liddell, Henry 

M‘Calmont, Colonel James 
Magnus, Sir Philip 

Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Middlemore,J ohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Montgomery, H. G. 

Moore, William . 
Nicholson, Wm. G.( Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Randles, Sir John Scurrah 
Ratcliff, Major R. F. 
Rawlinson,John Frederick Peel 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
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Roberts, S. (Sheffield Ecclesall) 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 
Sheffield, Sir BerkeleyGeorgeD. 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smith, F.E.(Liverpool, Walton) 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Starkey, John R. 

Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Talbot, Rt.Hn.J.G.(Oxf’dUniv 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-(Lanark) 
Tuke, Sir John Batty 

Valentia, Viscount 

Walker, Col. W.H( Lancashire) 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wilson, A.Stanlevy ( York, E.R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
Lonsdale and Mr. Charles 
Craig. 


The House divided :—Aves, 238 ; Noes 
73. (Division List No. 36.) 


AYES. 


Collins,SirWm..J.(S. Pancras) 
Cooper, G. J. 
Corbett, CH (Sussex, EGrinst’d 


| Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
| Cotton, Sir H. J. 8S. 
| Cowan, W... 


Crean, Eugene 

Crooks, William 

Crossley, William J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 


Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, 8.} 
Delany, William 


Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, S.) 
Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 

Dolan, Charies Joseph 


| Duckworth, James 
| Duffy, William J. 


Duncan, C. (Barrow-in- Furness 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 


| Dunne,Major E. Martin( Walsall 
| Edwards,Enoch( Hanley) 


Edwards, Frank (Radnor) 
Essex, R. W. 

Evans, Samuel T. 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 


| Everett, R. Lacey 


Faber, G. H. (Boston) 


| Farrel!, James Patrick 


Fenwick, Charles 

Ffrench, Peter 

Field, William 

Flynn, James Christopher 


| Fullerton, Hugh 
! Gibb, James (Harrow) 





| Gill, A. H. 
Ginnell, L. 
| Glover, Thomas 
| Gooch, George Peabody 
| Grant, Corrie 
| Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 
| Hardie, J. Keir(MerthyrTydvil 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Hart- Davies, T. 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W.E. (Derbyshire. N.E 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
| Haworth,Arthur A. 
Hayden, John Patrick 
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Walrond, Hon. Lionel Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E. R. | TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) | Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm Lonsdale and Mr. Charles 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord Younger, George Craig. 


Bill read a second time and committed. | their employment. They needed more 
consideration and protection when it was 
remembered that they were not organised, 
SUNDAY CLOSING. | and that all attempts at organisation had 


‘ cts : failed. Many publicans were not now at 
*Mr. NICHOLLS (Northamptonshire, | ;- : 4. iat 
%,) cose 40. all athandion. ty: thenele of liberty. Many houses would be closed on 


i cant : ; Sundays if the publicans were free. 
intoxicating liquor on Sunday ; and to | B : : i 
Rs “ 2 Ag Tae ut they were told that they must keep 
move, “That, with a view to limit the their seven davs licence or they would 
. é sev avs lic 
excessive hours of work on_ licensed : : 


premises, to diminish drinking, to  pre- lower the market value of the house; 


vent unfair competition with other traders, roms gion 5 pr ng ee 4 
and to secure a better observance of “76 Wowe fine 1 sre Mellen ’ 


Sunday, this House records its opinion 0 paged oi oe ease — os 
that licensed premises in England, as in *\OW,1© Devleved In Treedom ; be oven Lo 


other parts of the British Empire, should tn ingens: ieee cog —- —_ 
be closed on Sundays.” He asserted that ut what beens freedom? Surely fr eedom 
this was a non-Party question, and that se an pone a 1 law — ed ro 
it was supported by men of all shades of hei agree ”q = ag gee a ig ees re 
political and religious thought. From all yaaa Are ee a oa ss = a Z " pins . 
parts of the country had come resolutions ey er ee ee ee 


“eae Baa as of men and women of their day of 
in support of his Motion, and from |... a isi h at 
all classes—Liberals and Conservatives, “baa one, MPpggges heres: Peg yg 
labourers and landlords, Nonconformists <a Se oe 
sap mall : ‘ ; ventured to submit that England could 
and ( hurchmen, parsons and publicans. no longer afford to sacrifice the interests 
Few communications had reached him o¢ the many to the selfish interests or 
against the Motion. He did not mean to instincts of the few. He believed that the 
infer that there were no opponents. voice of the people was against this one 
There were opponents, and they were in trade preference. When the latest can- 
earnest. They had a case and they yass was taken among the working 
thought a good case. He believed, how- lasses it was proved that seven voted in 
ever, that the supporters of the Resolu- favour of Sunday closing to one against. 
tion had a better case. Reference was But there were other reasons which 
made to the excessive hours of work on might be urged in favour of his proposal. 
licensed premises. There were 300,000 He believed that it would diminish 
barmaids and barmen engaged in the drinking, and that, to his mind, was the 
trade. The Sunday sale of liquor greatest of all social problems. In fact 
entailed seven days labour for both he believed it to be one of the corner- 
publican and employee. He asked the stones of the fabric of social reform. In 
House to remember the hours licensed eleven years there had been over 1,000 
premises were open. In London, they petitions in favour of Sunday closing ; 
were open 1233 hours a week; in the from county councils, town councils, 
suburbs of large towns 108 hours per boards of guardians, and education 
week; in other places 102 hours per boards ; petitions from all quarters, Royal 
week. There was no eight hours day Commissions and Select Committees, 
for these workers. For six days a mostly in favour of Sunday closing, and, in 
week, eight hours a day would be less all cases, in favour of a reduction of hours. 
than fifty hours a week. Hence this was They knew that Sunday drinking led to 
more'%than a Sabbatarian or a total excessive drinking. A man was baited 
abstinence question, for surely the 2 almost every corner of the streets. 
barmaids and others connected with the According to the Report of the Select 
trade desired and deserved and needed Committee in July of 1906— 

Sunday rest and liberty as other workers,“ /” Scotland the publichouses have been 
Seay « . closed for over filly years with complete 
did: They needed more liberty than success, and the Licensing Act of 1903 Las 
others if one looked at the character of been effectual in dealing with drinking clubs,” 
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He did not in this motion aim at prevent- 
ing the use of intoxicants, but the sale on 
Sundays. That, to his mind, was a point 
that they needed to bear in mind. He 
was not concerned to make Sunday a 
religious day even, but a national day of 
rest. That was most important to the 
workers. In looking at the speeches made 
in 1902 when the Sunday Closing Bill was 
before the House, he noticed that all 
speakers on both sides of the House, 
although they would not go the length 
of complete Sunday closing, yet spoke 
favourably of a reduction of hours. That 
was a step in the right direction. They 
knew how absurd it was to talk of working 
men needing the licensed house open from 
12.30 to 2.30 to fetch the dinner beer. 
They knew that many of the workersnever 
thought of nur touched Sunday dinner. If 
it came to shortening the hours, he was 
for shortening the hours ; but he would 
go much further and would not be afraid 
of the larger policy. It was not the 
impossible or unworkable idea of a few 
faddists, as some people thought, for it 
had been well tried and welcomed 
in our Colonies and other parts of the 
Empire. Why should we be behind ? 
They often heard about the Colonies 
and America and their system of trade 
and the danger that they might beat us | 
in the markets. Might he say that they 
had beaten us ? 
their method of dealing with the drink 
problem on Sundays, and wherever 
adopted he had not vet heard of such 
Acts being repealed, and any agitation 
for their repeal was generally on the 
part of those who were interested in the 
profits from the sales. Some argued that 
if they closed the publichouses they 
would increase rather than diminish the 
sale of drink. Then surely these who 
were interested in brewing should help 
them, for they would sell just as much, 
and at the same time would give hundreds 
of thousands of employees their week-end, 
much freer, and, he thought, cleaner. 
During the first five years the system was 
tried in Scotland there was a decrease 
of nearly 7,000,000 gallons of spirits, and 
Ireland also had shown a considerable 
decrease after the introduction of Sunday 
closing. It was worthy of notice that 
Sunday closing did not increase the sale. 
And surely there was need of this reform. 
The latest available Returns showed that 
11,000 persons were convicted annually 
for Sunday drinking, and the police 


Mr. Nicholls. 


Sunday 
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did not deal with all the cases. 
If they took the record of Parties they 
would find that fifty-two years ago a coali- 
tion Government gave Sunday closing 
to Scotland. Thirty-two years ago a 
Conservative Government gave Sunday 
closing to Ireland, and twenty-six years 
ago a Liberal Government gave Sunday 
closing to Wales, and he hoped, therefore, 
that this people’s Parliament would give 
it to England. The question was how 
they would give it. Some advocated that 
it should be done by local option. He 
thought that would mean constant friction 
wherever and whenever it was tried. 
The changing views of localities and 
boundary difficulties must always be 
faced, and he submitted that they could 
not remove a national evil with a local 
A national need called for a 


measure. 
national movement and a_ national 
measure. Who would deny that this 


was an all-important question? Who 
could deny the oft-repeated charges 
that Sunday drinking physically and 
morally hindered social progress? In 
many cases it hindered physical fitness 
on the Monday morning, too. In the 
case of thousands of men the day 
intended to make them better fit for 
life’s duties and to leave them more fit 
than they were on Saturday at mid-day 
‘left them less fit. Monday with many 
large firms was noted for two things— 
absence from, and lateness at, work. Not 
only did the firm suffer on that ground, 
but where it was piecework the mates 
were also hindered. Let them take the 
case of miners or navvies or brick- 
makers, of whom he knew something. 
Every brickworker would bear testimony 
to the fact that the mates themselves on 
Monday were often handicapped because 
of the absence of others from their gang. 
Practical testimony was borne by the 
workers, but the time-keeper’s book of 
many a firm would prove what he had 
said also. He was asked what could 
be done with the traveller. His answer 
to that was that so far as_ travellers 
needed to use licensed premises for 
sleeping or obtaining food and refresh- 
ments he had no wish to alter the 
law. It was the bar and the drinking 
saloon, in many of which food was never 
obtained—and they would not thank 
who asked for it, either— 








a person 
which were chiefly aimed at. He had 
no grudge against those who were 
engaged in the trade nor was he 
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now concerned with the point of view 
of the Sabbatarian or the total abstainer. 
He believed that it would be for 
the benefit of the whole community, and 
especially of those engaged in the trade, 
if the evil of the Sunday sale of liquor 
were stopped, and that it was the nght 
and duty of the State to interfere. Even 
if it did not reduce the consumption of 
liquor or the excessive drinking which 
was sometimes talked of, such a step 
would be right and reasonable in principle. 
He therefore begged leave to move the 
Resolution of which he had given notice. 


*Mr. THOMAS RICHARDS (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.), in seconding, said it 
was with great pleasure that he rose to 
second this important Resolution. He 
regretted that the extremely limited time 
at their disposal would permit only of a 
few remarks from him in its support. 
There was one fact he wished to 
impress upon those who would probably 
oppose the proposai, and it was that 
this was pre-eminently a working man’s 
question. It was a significant fact that 
all the representatives of Labour in the 
House would vote in favour of the Reso- 
lution, and he asked those who were 
going to oppose it to do so honestly and 
straightforwardly in the interests they 
had at heart, and not to tell the House 
that they were doing it in the interests 
of labour. He knew the working man of 
Wales better than the working man of 
England, and therefore he could only 
speak for English working men in a 
smaller degree. He had, however, 
recently had an interesting experience at 
Bristol. A meeting was held there to 
ascertain the views of the working men 
citizens of Bristol upon the proposals of 
the Government in regard to licensing 
reform and Sunday closing. On the 
same platform at that meeting were high 
dignitaries of the Church of England, 
Nonconformist ministers, Catholic priests, 
Salvation Army officers, merchant princes, 
the Member for Bath, and_ himself. 
They were all treated in the same 
manner, and they were howled at for 
over two hours. Those who disturbed 


the meeting had been specially invited to 
do so by the Members representing the 
trade, and circulars were sent out by the 
Licensed Victuallers’ Association, urging 
the men to be at the hall by 6.10, 
the meeting 
7.30. 


been called for 
that the 


having 
was informed 


He 
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capacity of the hall was about 4,000. 
The Resolution was put to the meeting 
and between 80 and 90 per cent of the 
4,000 people voted in favour of it. 
Whatever might be said of the people in 
the other big cities and towns of England, ° 
it appeared that the citizens of Bristol 
were in favour of Sunday closing. He 
had sufficient faith in the English working 
man to know that removing the tempta- 
tion to spoil his only day of peace 
and rest and quiet intercourse with 
his family was certainly not putting him 
in bonds but increasing his measure of 
freedom. He wished to impress on the 
Government, in connection with their 
measure of licensing reform, that whatever 
was done with the general question, and 
whatever might be the opinion of England 
on the question, there could be no doubt 
of the feeling of Monmouthshire—they 
wished to be included in Welsh Sunday 
closing. It was said, with very. little 
proof, that Welsh Sunday closing was 
not a success, but how could it be a 
complete success when Monmouthshire 
was not included, and thirsty souls in 
the mining villages and towns along the 
river could simply go over to West 
Monmouth, and spoil not only their 
own Sundays, but also the Sundays of 
others who believed that the Sunday 
should be devoted to the elevation of 
mankind ? He was old-fashioned enough, 
perhaps from his upbringing as a Welsh- 
man, to have implicit faith in the benefits 
of Christian fellowship and public worship 
on Sunday ; he deplored, more strongly 
than he could express in the House, any 
influence that robbed the working man 
of the proper use of his Sunday. Both 
from a religious and an economic stand- 
point he was against all those who 
advocated indulgence by working men 
in so-called amusements and _ selfish 
pleasures to the neglect of their higher 
duties and their proper preparation for 
the coming week. He remembered not 
long ago a zealous Churchman writing to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury asking 
whether it was consistent with Christian 
principles for the late Prime Minister to 
jlay golf on Sunday. He must confess 
that while the right hon. Gentleman was 
making his passionate appeals during the 
discussion of the Education Bill for the 
religious education of the children he had 
often wondered what would have been 
the right hon. Gentleman’s interpretation 
for little children of the injunction to keep 
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the Sabbath day holy. Possibly the right 
hon. Gentleman would agree with the 
reply sent by the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury that a person should spend his 
.Sunday in a manner which would best 
fit him to perform the duties of the week. 
For himself he could hardly have thought 
it possible for a dignitary of any Christian 
community to send a reply to such a 
letter without any reference at all to the 
institution of public worship on that day. 
He would go somewhat further and say 
that no man had a right so to spend his 
Sunday as to rob another man of the rest 
necessary to fit him for the duty of the 
coming week, whether at the public-house, 
or the golf links, or on the bicycle or on the 
motor-car. He had had one little experi- 
ence of Sunday closing. He lived in a 
village situated about 1,300 feet above 
the sea on the fringe of the Breconshire 
Beacons, there was a _ population of 
about 3,500, and when the Welsh Sunday 
Act came into operation there were 
twenty-five public-houses, twenty-four 
situated in Breconshire and one in 
Monn.outhshire. The operation of the 
Act closed the twenty-four public-houses, 
and fortunately the other one was in the 
hands of a young man who carried it on 
because it had been left to him, but who 
Was not in sympathy with the trade. 
Although he could have opened the 
only public-house for a population of 
3,500, he sacrificed a fortune for temper- 
ance principles, and closed the house. 
For a period of seven years, the village 
enjoyed complete Sunday closing, and it 
was not too much to say that a large per- 
centage of the working men who formerly 
used to spend their time in the public- 
house on Sunday, to the neglect of their 
wives and children, became reformed men. 
Then the Local Government Act came 
into operation, and the village was trans- 
ferred into Monmouthshire for adminis- 
trative purposes, and it was trans- 
formed from a scene of peace and 


quietness on Sundays into a scene of 

drunken debauch, and in many instances 

wives, and children who should have 

welcomed the presence of their father on 
Mr. Thomas Richards. 
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the only day he could be at home, waited 
in dread his return from the public 
house. He begged to second the Motion, 


Closing. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
‘That, with a view vo limit the excessive 
hours of work on licensed premises, to 
dimish drinking, to prevent unfair com- 
petition with other traders, and to secure 
a better observance of Sunday, this House 
records its opinion that licensed premises 
in England, as in other parts of the 
British Empire, should be closed on 
Sundays.”—(Mr. Nicholls.) 


Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS (Kent, St. 
Augustine’s): This subject has been 
constantly debated in the House with 
great eloquence and vigour, but I must 
confess that having been privileged to 
listen to these debates over a period of 
twenty-seven years, I have not yet been 
convinced that the total closing of public- 
houses, or licensed premises on Sunday, 
would be for the benefit of the people at 
large. There is not one hon. Member on 
either side of the House who does not 
wish to see a decrease of drunkenness, 
and to make our Sundays sober ; but, to 
remove the facilities now offered tor the 
use of licensed premises would be, in my 
opinion, to impose considerable hardship 
onthe community. The hon. Member for 
Monmouthshire, West, drew a_ lurid 
picture of a meeting he had attended the 
other day, and I trust that in defending 
the existing system I will not bring 
judgment on myself. I know that 
there are many hon. Gentlemen sitting 
House who do 


on my side of the 
not agree with the views I hold. 


The mover of this Motion said that this 
was not a Party question. Licensed 
houses are already closed in this country 
for the greater part of the day on Sunday, 
andI am one of those who think that 
any further restriction would interfere 
unduly withthe requirements of those 
who legitimately go to licensed premises 
on Sunday. Except during certain well- 
known short hours no one can be served 





with liquor in a licensed house on Sunday 
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unless he is lodging in that house or is a 
hona-fide traveller. I confess that these 
facilities are, in my opinion, reasonable 
facilities. It has not been suggested by 
any competent authority that so long as 
the houses remain open on Sunday the 
hours are unduly long. I would remind 
the House that the majority Report of the 
Licensing Commission says that— 

“Complete Sunday closing throughout Eng- 
land would be, in our judgment, a step far in 
alvance of public opinion.” 

That Report is as true to-day as when 
it was issued. It is said that Sunday 
closing is attended with good results in 
different parts of the Empire. A 
question of this sort is personal to the 
inhabitants of each country, whose habits 
may differentiate their case. A thickly 
populated country with a considerable 
proportion of its inhabitants given to 
outings on Sundays differs from one 
where the tendency of the people is more 
stay athome. The hon. Member specially 
relied upon the instance of Scotland. He 
says that the effect of the Act which has 
heen many years in operation has been 
one of great benefit, and that it has 
reduced drinking ; but he did not rely so 
much upon the argument that it has 
reduced drunkenness. I am afraid he 
would find, if he looked at the compara- 
tive tables published in the judicial 
returns, that the proportion of drunken- 
ness is greater in Scotland, Wales, and 
Ireland than it is in England, where we 
have no Sunday closing. I may have had 
an unfortunate experience, but from my 
personal experience in Scotland I have 
observed more intemperance on Sunday 
there than it has been ‘my good fortune 
to observe in England. — (Laughter. | 
I admit the slip. TI should have said I 
have been fortunate in finding in Eng- 
land more sobriety on a Sunday than 
I have in Scottish towns and mining vil- 
lages with which I am acquainted. There 
is another argument. If you adopt local 
Sunday closing I think you will increase 
the liability to illicit sale of liquor. You 
would encourage bogus clubs and 
shebeens, the evils of which are notorious. 
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If you look at the comparative tables. 
you will find that the illicit sale of 
liquor is larger in Ireland, Scotland, and 
Wales than it is in England. [ No, 
no.”| If you look at the statistical 
returns you will find that is so. One 
other argument I will use. I am afraid 
that if you have total closing on Sunday 
you will run a serious danger of increas- 
ing that very obuoxious form of drinking 
—secret drinking. It will compel people 
to lay in a stock on Saturday, for they 
will not give up all alcoholic drinks on 
Sunday. If you do not give them legiti- 
mate opportunities of getting beverages 
from public-houses you will encourage 
them to lay in spirits, and the presence of 
such beverages in the house would 
be a great source of temptation to 
women and children to indulge in drink. 
The hon. Gentleman has spoken of can- 
vasses taken. We have been told that a 
plebiscite was taken in Bristol. But 
we have not been told what were 
the views of those who were not can- 
vassed. We cannot conclude that those 
opposed to Sunday closing will be 
satisfied with the statements made unless 
it can be shown that the majority of 
the people are in favour of it. But the 
figures in the case of Bristol show a 
small proportion of the population in 
favour of the movement. For my part 
I think total Sunday closing would be: 
an infringement of the liberty of the 
subject, would lead to the illicit sale of 
liquor, would increase secret drinking, 
and be a hardship upon the poorer classes, 
and for this reason I hope the House 
will reject the Motion. 


Closing. 


*THe UNDER-SECRETARY or 
STATE ror THE HOME DEPART- 


MENT (Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL, York- 
shire, Cleveland) said the speech to 
which the House had just listened seemed 
to urge that in no circumstances was any 
change in the existing system desirable. 
The right hon. Gentleman had laid dowr 
the doctrine that Sunday closing was an 
infringement of the liberty of the subject, 
and ought to be resolutely opposed. 
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vative Party had held that view. In the 
Local Government Bill of 1888 it was pro- 


posed to give the county councils the | 


power of regulating the closing of public- 
houses on Sundays, and that was a Bill 
which bore on its back the names of Mr. W. 
H. Smith, Mr. Goschen, Mr. Ritchie, Mr. 
Secretary Mathews, and Mr. W. Long. 
It was inconsistent and illogical to say that 
Sunday closing was wrong in principle, an 
infringement of the liberty of the indivi- 
dual, if carried out by statute, but right if 
carried out by local authorities. The whole 
argument the right hon. Gentleman had 
advanced was the old doctrine that it was 
impossible to make men sober by Act of 
Parliament. That ancient, hollow, and 
wholly unfounded principle was, it seemed, 
shared by the Party opposite. They 
could not indeed create in men’s minds 
the virtue of sobriety, but they could 
enforce upon them the habits of sobriety. 
They not only could, but at this moment 
they were making men sober by the 
influence of law. Would the right 
hon. Gentleman contend that, if Parlia- 
ment were to abolish the licensing laws, 
the taxes upon alcohol, the penalties on 
drunkenness, if it were to allow men to 
sell liquor as they chose, at the cost of 
manufacture, without punishment for its 
misuse, it would not be to the disadvan- 
tage of sobriety? Did he doubt for 
a single moment that a large section 
of the nation would be plunged into 
an orgy of drunkenness? They not 
only could, but at this moment they did 
make men sober by the Acts of Parlia- 
ment now in operation. Temperance 
reform by legislation was not a hope- 
less thing, and certainly one direction 
in which it should be attempted was 
in the direction of the sale of liquor on 
Sundays. He had obtained within the 
last few days from the Commissioner of 
the Metropolitan Police some statistics 
which showed for the months of Novem- 
ber, December, and January the arrests 
for drunkenness on Saturdays, Sundays, 
and Mondays. Those figures showed 


Mr. Herbert Samuel. 


{COMMONS} 
It had not been always that the Conser- 
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|that the total number of arrests on 
|Saturdays was 3,966, on Sundays it 
dropped to 846, and on Mondays it rose 
again to 2,032. How could those figures 
be explained ? They showed that on 
Sundays, when the working classes had 
more leisure than on other days, and when 
their wages were still hot in their pockets, 
there was a great decrease in drunken- 
ness, and it was impossible to deny that 
that must be connected with the restricted 
hours of opening liquor shops on that 
day. The right hon. Gentleman said, 
‘however, that, in Scotland, Wales and 
Treland Sunday closing had had little 
effect in decreasing drunkenness. That 
was not so. 


Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS: I did not 
say that. I said the judicial statistics 
showed that there was more drunkenness 
on those days than in this country. 


*Mr. HERBERT SAMUEL said he 
very much questioned that. In any 
case it exceedingly difficult to 
compare the figures for arrests in one 
part of the country with the figures in 
any cther part of the country. Those 
statistics must be of moderate value, 
because everything depended upon the 
degree of stringency with which the 
law was administered by the police. 
But every Committee or Commission 
which had inquired into the question— 
and they must attach some weight to care- 
ful inquiries like those—had said, without 
exception, that large improvements had 
been secured in the direction of sobriety 
in Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, by 
Sunday closing. A Government such as 
the present, formed with the prime and 
essential purpose of promoting measures of 
social reform, must view with sympathy 
the main principle that underlay the 
Motion of his hon. friend. It had many 
powerful forces behind it. It had the 
religious forces of the community desiring 
to obtain a better observance of Sunday ; it 
had the great body of temperance workers 
throughout the nation, to whose efforts 
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England owed so much, and who asked 
for Sunday closing as a means of securing 
less alcoholic excess ; and it had the sup- 
port of the forces of organised labour. 
Organised labour supported 
Motion because it was realised that 
this was not only a religious matter 
but essentially a labour question as 
well, and this element was 
of the highest importance. He did not 
know whether the House quite realised 





and women engaged in public houses. 
There the 
country—not even that of shop as- 
and 


was no trade in whole 


sistants, nor of omnibus’ men 


¢ear-drivers 


more grossly overworked than _ the 
bar-maids and barmen who served in 
public-houses. He looked yesterday 


at the evidence before the Labour Com- 
mission of some years ago to discover 
what the hours really were. He found a 
most remarkable and striking piece of 
of the 


Licensed Victuallers’ Central Protection 


evidence from the chairman 
Board of London, who came before that 
Commission to rebut the gross exaggera- 
tionof those who said the hours of labourin 
public-houses were excessively long. That 
gentleman said that allowing for meal 
times, and allowing for periods of rest 
during the day, the actual working hours 
of men and women in well-managed public- 
houses were no more than twelve hours 
and ten minutes a day on week-days, with 
an addition of eight hours on Sunday—a 
total of eighty-one hours per week ; and 
from that figure, he said, with consider- 
able pride, they must deduct the holiday of | 
one week-day every four weeks which the 
barmen and barmaids are allowed to take. 
Mr. Charles Booth’s investigations con- 
firmed those figures and showed that | 
barmen and barmaids worked over eighty, 
and sometimes up to ninety hours per) 
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such a 


a factor | 


how excessive were the hours of the men | 


Liquor Laws 


and conductors—who were | 
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|week. No wonder in those circum- 
‘stances that the death-rate in the 


trade was the highest of any occupation. 
/The House might imagine how much 
bodily vigour and mental energy were 


left to men and women subjected to 
such excessive overwork. This question 
of Sunday 
problem. 


closing was no simple 
There were a great variety 
\of proposals as to the best methods 
dealing with it. The 


Royal Commission 


of 
of the 


majority 
the 
a slight 
A 
minority of that Commission, including 


on 
recommended 
reduction in the hours of opening. 


Lord Peel, recommended that the hours 
should be reduced to one hour at mid-day 
and two hours in the evening as a 
that 
authority should have power to reduce or 
the 


licensing authority, 


maximum, and the licensing 


to close entirely. Travellers, in 
of the 
should be allowed to be served, but 


hotels 


discretion 


in any case in and 


only 


restaurants, and after a journey of 


seven miles. Five Members who had 
signed the Minority Report went further 
Others 
have proposed a measure of local option, 
that 


against consumption on the premises, 


and recommended total closing. 


others houses might be closed 


but allowed to be open for a limited 


\sale of liquor for consumption off 
them, whilst others were desirous otf 
leaving the matter entirely to the 


discretion of the licensing authority. The 
Government believed that some elasticity 
was necessary. He did not know that 
the ordinary English workman sitting 
at his Sunday dinner, perhaps the chief 


culinary event of the week, surrounded 
'by his family, with his glass of ale at 


his side, was so wholly degraded 
a figure that they should attack him 
|with all the terrors of the law. 


Then, again, there were those who 
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on Sunday enjoyed excursions by bicycle, 
or motor car, or on foot. It was well known 
that the Lona fide traveller was often no 
more than a bona fide toper, but bona fides 
might be found even in Sunday travellers. 
He could not anticipate the details of the 
Government Bill, but he could say that 
be ‘complete 


Adjournment 


no Licensing Bill could 
which omitted to deal with the question 
of Sunday trading. If the Resolution 
should go to a division he would have 
no hesitation in voting for it, because 
the Government agreed with the main 
principle which underlay it, without at 
the same time committing themselves to 
a complete, universal and unqualified 
plan. He the 
House a general desire that the Govern- 
ments Licensing Bill should follow two 
main principles—it should be effective for 


believed there was in 


its purpose, and it should not be violent in | 


its methods. There would be a desire 
that they should proceed fully as far as 
an enlightened public opinion allowed 
without ignoring or treating as negligible 
the limits which that public opinion 


imposed. 


*Mr. BOTTOMLEY (Hackney, 8.) said | 


he had attended the House prepared with 
a large number of statistics and argu- 
ments against the Resolution, but he was 
happy to say the speech to which the 
House had just listened furnished him 
with a sufficient text for the rest of his 
life to oppose the Motion. The hon. 
Gentleman had told the House that the 
cases of drunkenness on Saturdays 
numbered 4,000, on Sundays 800, and 
on Mondays 2,000. No better argument 
was wanted to show that working people 
did not avail themselves of the oppor- 


tunity of drinking excessively. Why 
did not the hon. Gentleman in his 


forthcoming legislation have the courage 
to say that the public-houses should be 
Mr. Herbert Samuel. 


{COMMONS} 
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closed on Saturday afternoons? He 
protested against this reversion to the 
old sumptuary laws and to the establish- 
ment of coercion of the working classes, 
He was sorry to stand between the House 
and a division, but even Mr. Speaker 
would agree that the question had not 
been fully discussed in the time the House 
had had at its disposal. 


of the House. 


And, it being Eleven of the clock, the 
debate stood adjourned. 


Debate to be resumed To-morrow. 
EDUCATION ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

Order read, for resuming Adjourned 
Debate on Question {1st March], “ That 
the Bill be committed to the Standing 
Committee on Law, etc. :’— 


Question again proposed. 
Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


Motion made, and Question, “ That 
the Bill be committed to the Standing 
Committee on Trade, ete.,”—( Mr. Walter 
Rea)—put, and agreed to. 

SUPPLY (NAVY ESTIMATES). 

Postponed Proceeding on Question, 
“That 128,000 officers, seamen, and boys 
be employed for the Sea and Coast Guard 
‘Services for the year ending on the 31st 
day of March, 1908, including 18,595 
Royal Marines,” resumed :— 


Question again proposed. 


And it being after Eleven of the clock, 
and objection being taken to further 
Proceeding, the CHAIRMAN left the Chair 
to make his Report to the House. 


Committee report Progress; to_ sit 
again to-morrow. 


Adjourned at four minutes after 
Eleven o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. COMMITTEE OF SELECTION FOR THE 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 
Wednesday, 6th March, 1907. Report from, That the Committee have 


aise nominated the following Lords to serve 
as Chairmen of the Standing Committee : 

, 

PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. E. Crewe (L. Presi- V. Cross 


a dent). V. St. Aldwyn. 


E. Onslow. L. Balfour. 
Barnsley, Wombwell, and Wath Tram- 1 ’ 
ways Bill [#.1.]; Alexandra (Newport and E. Camperdown. L. Burghelere. 
South Wales) Docks and Railway (General} Read, and ordered to lie on the Table. 
Powers) Bill; London County Council 
_(Tramways and Improvements) Bill ; — 
§ Boston Spa Gas Bill ; South-Eastern and sa eaneagenroeaaat nace 


* London, Chatham, and Dover Railways | Report from the Committee of Chair- 


= Bill; Simon-Carves Bye-Product Coke | men of the Standing Committee, That 
g Oven Construction and Working Com- | they have appointed the Viscount Cross 
pany, Limited—(Petition for Bill). Ex- Chairman of the Standing Committee ; 


‘aminer’s Certificates of non-compliance | read and ordered to lie on the Table. 


with the Standing Orders referred to the : 


Standing Orders Committee on Tuesday | 
B nex 
— | SMALL HOLDINGS. 


: — , | Tue Eart or ONSLOW: My Lords, 
Galwey’s Divorce Bill [H.1.]. Amend-| {7 jise to ask His Majesty’s Pre Masse: 
§ ment reported {according to order), and | whether they will introduce in this House 
Bill to be read 3° To-morrow. | the measure for amending the law affect- 
| ing small holdings in England and Wales, 
Fitz Gerald’s Divorce Bill [u..]. | promised in the Gracious Speech from the 
Amendments reported (according to} Throne. I have put this question on the 
order), and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. | Paper, because my noble friend behind 
me, the Leader of the Opposition, ob- 
_- served, on the first evening that Parlia- 
ment met, that the measures of social 
RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. | reform had been placed at the tail of the 
procession of Bills which were promised 
in the Gracious Speech from the Throne. 
NAVAL WORKS. The noble Marquess the Leader of the 
Statement showing the total estimated | House, the cause of whose absence we all 
= cost of each work as shown in the Naval | deeply deplore, said he considered that 
* Works Act, 1905, and as subsequently | these measures of social reform were of 
revised, the estimated expenditure there- | the gravest importance ; and, alluding to 
on during 1907-1908, and 1908-1909, | the one affecting small holdings, the noble 
and the expected date of completion. Marquess stated that it was the intention 
; of His Majesty’s Government to introduce 
Memorandum showing progress and | @ real, honest, and substantial Bill. He 
expenditure, etc., on items included in | added that it had been said in some 
the Naval Works Act. _ quarters that if a Bill of that sort were 
presented to Parliament the House of 
- 7 | Lords would throw it out. I was very 
caress calatallnaneiademensanio ‘glad, however, that he went on to say 
Report made in pursuance of 16th and | that he did not for one moment believe 
17th Vict., chap. 137, s. 60, in the matter | that that would be the case. 
of the charity known as the Hulme 
Trust Estates. | Now, I venture to think that in this 
| House there are a very large number of 
Presented (by Command), and ordered | noble Lords who have a special know- 
to lie on the Table. | ledge of this subject, and who are very 
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largely in sympathy with the desire to’ gramme of His Majesty’s Government, 
create more small holdings. Theirs is I beg to ask the Question standing in my 
not only a theoretical desire ; they have name in the hope that I shall receive an 
exhibited it in a practical manner by doing affirmative reply. 
their best to create small holdings on their 
own estates. For several reasons, there- | : 
fore, I venture to express the hope that) THE LORD PRESIDENT or tue 
His Majesty’s Government will see their, COUNCIL (The Earl of Crewe): My 
way to introduce in this House the Lords, before I reply to the Question put 
measure which they have promised for to the Government by the noble Earl, I 
amending the law on this subject. There hope he will allow me to thank him, on 
have been many expressions, on the part behalf of those who sit on this side of the 
of noble Lords opposite, of their earnest | House, for his allusion to the absence of 
desire to give your Lordships an oppor- | ™y noble friend Lord Ripon, who would 
tunity of pronouncing an opinion on, aturally have answered this question 
measures submitted to Parliament with | had he been here, and to the melancholy 
plenty of time to consider them. Again, | Cause of that absence. I well know in 
in this House we have the advantage of | What warm personal regard my noble 
the presence of the noble Earl the Presi- | friend is held in this House without 
dent of the Board of Agriculture, under | distinction of Party, and what pride we 
whose auspices I imagine this Bill will be | @ll feel in the long years of service which 
introduced to Parliament. he has given to the State. Now he has 
‘been called upon to suffer the heaviest 
There were a number of measures | blow which can fall upon any man by the 
brought in by His Majesty’s Government loss of the gracious lady who, for a 
last year, such as the Agricultural Hold- | period of nearer sixty than fifty years, 
ings Bill, the Trade Disputes Bill, and the | was partner of his home. I feel sure 
Irish Labourers Bill, which your Lord- | that it is not too much to say that the 
ships agreed to pass into law; and I affection and sympathy of the whole 
am sure we are anxious, if we can, to House go out to my noble friend in his 
pass other measures introduced by His great bereavement. 
Majesty’s Government. There is yet. 
another reason why I would urge that) Now, my Lords, I come to the ques- 
this Bill should be introduced in your} tion put by the noble Earl. I find 
Lordships’ House. The Government are | | myself in very considerable agreement 
generally understood to have intimated | with what he said as to the great interest 
that they do not see their way at present | that is taken by so many of your Lord- 
to introduce into the other House of | | ships i in the question of small holdings. 
Parliament and get a Second Reading for | It is perfectly true that a very large 
a great many of the measures which were | number of Members of this House— 
promised in the Gracious Speech from the | indeed, by far the greater number— 
Throne. When the Easter holiday arrives | have shown the most practical form of 
hon. Members will go down to their con- | interest in the question by doing what 
stituencies, and I would venture to sug- | they can to promote and increase small 
gest to noble Lords opposite that they holdings upon their estates; and from 
would give some little pabulum to those that point of view there would no doubt 
gentlemen if, before the Easter adjourn- | be much to be said for introducing the 
ment, they introduced into this House, measure in your Lordships’ House. On 
as they are unable to do so in the other, the other hand, it has to be remembered 
one or two of the measures referred to, so. that measures of a similar character have 
as to show what is the legislative pro- in former years been introduced in the 


The Earl of Onslow. 
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other House. 
a fact which I believe will also apply to 
a considerable extent to this measure. 
Questions of finance play a considerable 
part in all measures of this kind. In 
these circumstances, although I am not 
in a position to say anything to the 
noble Earl or the House about the intro- 
duction of this Bill, I am afraid he must 
take it from me that when it is brought 
in it will be introduced in another place 
and not here. 


*THe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE: 


this side of the House will allow me to say 
how entirely we associate ourselves with 
the words to which the noble Earl 
opposite has just given utterance as 


to the great bereavement which the | 


Leader of the House has lately ex- 


perienced. We regard the noble Mar- | 


quess not only with the respect to which 


his position in this House and his long | 


official career entitle him, but also with a 
feeling which my noble friend described, 
it seemed to me, most appropriately —a 
feeling of personal regard which it 
is not too much to call affectionate . 
When we heard of the great calamity 
which had befallen the noble Marquess 
there was not one of us who did not feel 
that in a humble way he shared that 
great sorrow. These private griefs are 
too sacred to be publicly discussed , and 
I therefore will not say more upon the 
subject except to offer to the noble 
Marquess our sympathy, which is not less 
heartfelt than the sympathy of his friends 
and colleagues opposite. 


Now, my Lords, passing to the Answer 
which has just been given to the Question 
put to the Government by my noble 
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That, I think, is due to| 


* | management of our estates. 
My Lords, I am sure that noble Lords on | 
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in this House. There is amongst Mem- 
bers of this House a great amount of what. 
I think I have a right to describe as 
expert knowledge of the subject; and 
nothing could be further from the truth 
than to suggest that amongst noble Lords 
who sit on these benches there is any- 
thing like reluctance in regard to the 
policy for which, I presume, expres- 
sion will be found in this Bill. Most 
of us, on the contrary, have again and 
again supported that policy in argument, 
and many of us have tried to give practi- 
cal effect to it by our own conduct in the 
Surely, con- 
| sidering the fact that this House during 
the earlier part of the session is but 
scantily occupied, it would have been fait 
to us to have given us a full opportunity 
| of considering and reviewing and making 
suggestions with regard to any measure 
| dealing with a subject of this kind. I 
really cannot help, even now, entertain- 
|ing a hope that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment will, on reconsideration, say that this 
| Billis one which your Lordships might be 
entrusted in the first instance to consider 
| and to deal with. 





House adjourned at twenty 
minutes before Five o’clock, 
till To-morrow, half-past Ten 
o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, 6th March, 1907. 


The House met at a quarter before 


Three of the Clock. 





friend Lord Onslow, I cannot help saying 
that I listened with considerable dis- 
appointment to the reply of the noble 
Earl. I really can conceive no reason 


why a Bill dealing with the question of 
small holdings should not be introduced 


PETITIONS. 
COAL MINES (EIGHT HOURS) BILL. 
Petitions in favour—from Grange, 


Harrington, Kilburn, and Mitchell’s Main 
Collieries ; to lie upon.the Table. 
2D 2 
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EDUCATION (PROVISION OF MEALS)| POST OFFICE (LIVERPOOL AND HONG 


(SCOTLAND) BILL. KONG MAIL CONTRACT). 
Petition from Old Monkland, against ;| Copy ordered, “ of the Contract, dated 
to lie upon the Table. the 2nd day of February 1907, with the 
. Canadian Pacific Railway Company for 
MARRIAGE WITH A DECEASED WIFE’s | the conveyance of the Mails, Troops, 
SISTER BILL. and Stores between Liverpool and Hong 
Petition from Ilfracombe, against ; to | Kong, for the period from the 7th day 
lie upon the Table. of April 1906 to the 6th day of April 1908, 


together with a Copy of the Treasury 
Minute thereon, dated the 27th day 


SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS ON 
(Mr. Runciman.) 


SUNDAY. of February 1907.” 





Petition from Ringstead, for pro- 
hibition ; to lie upon the Table. Copy presented accordingly; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. 


: 
.WOMEN’S ENFRANCHISEMENT BILL. | [No. 69.] 








Petitions in favour—From Brentwood, 


| 
| 
ley, , i 4 : - = ‘ , 
sae ey a and Tynemouth ; to | QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
ie upon the Table. | CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Naval Works Acts 1895-1905. 


Mr. RUSSELL REA (Gloucester) : 
To ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
BOARD OF EDUCATION. whether he will state separately, re- 
garding the Naval Works Acts from 1895 
to the present date, the gross capital 
liabilities, the amount of the unex- 
pended balances, the amount of the 
annuity included in the Navy Estimates 
for each loan, and the date upon which 
it is anticipated each loan will be auto- 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


Copy presented, of Report of the Board 
of Education in the matter of the Charity 
known as the Hulme Trust Estates 
(Educational) [by Command]; to lie 
upon the Table. 


NATIONAL GALLERY (REPORT). 





matically extinguished; whether it is 
Return presented, relative thereto| intended to exhaust the borrowing 
[ordered 5th March; Mr. Runciman]; | powers under these Acts; and, if not, 
to lie upon the Table, and to be printed. | tg what extent it is estimated the con- 
LNo. 68.] | tingent liabilities under these Acts will 
| be reduced. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Ordered, That all Standing Committees| (Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson) 
have leave to print and circulate with | The annuities created in respect of 
the Votes the Minutes of their Proceedings money borrowed under the authority of 
and any amended Clauses of Bills com-| the Naval Works Acts, 1895 to 1905, 


mitted to them.—(Mr. Stuart-Wortley.) | are as follows :— 
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2,046,617 10 
2,868,000 
3,218,000 
1,186,000 
1,031,000 
2,538,500 
2,140,000 
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2,275,000 


3,325,854 18 6 


Period 


in which borrowed. 


Amount of 
Annuity created 


Date of termination 
of Annuity. 








1895-96 - - 


Ist Jan 
bb) 


” 


Ist Jan. 


. to 3lst Dee. 1900 
“ 1901 
i 1902 


to 30th Sept. 1903 


lst Oct. to 31st Dec. 1903 


Ist Jan 
lst Jan 


lst Jan 


. to 3lst Dee. 1904 
. to 3lst Dee. 1905 


. to 31st Dec. 1906 


14th October 1904 - - 





£ 8. 
18,313 0 


122,255 6 
175,640 1 


204,114 19 
78,363 13 
53,864 3 
134,043 3 
112,278 9 


120,093 0 


(a) 





Redeemed in the 
year 1896-7 from 
the Budget sur- 
plus of 1895-6. 


lst December 1924 


lst November 1924 


8th December 1932 
Sth December 1933 
8th December 1934 


8th December 1935 


This sum was bor- 
rowed on Exche- 
quer Bonds of the 
nominal value of 
£3,375,000 under 
the authority of 
The Capital Ex- 
penditure (Money) 
Act, 1904. The 
bonds mature for 
payment on the 
14th October 1909. 





(a) This loan necessitates the pro- 
vision of the under-mentioned sums in | 
the Navy Estimates for the years 1905-6 | 
to 1909-10. The provision to be made 
in the years 1910-11,’ ete., will depend 


Interest* 


1905-6 ; Expenses of issue 


Principal - 


In each of years 1906-7 (Interest - 
\ Principal 


to 1909-10 


As regards the last part of the Question | Lord’s statement explanatory 


£ 


upon the extent to which the original 
bonds may be finally paid off in 1909, 
and also upon the terms on which money 
may be raised in that year for renewing 
or replacing the bonds not so redeemed :— 


s. ad. £ ads 


126,562 10 0 
8.467 15 4 


112,500 


- 101,250 
- 112,500 


0 0 
—— 247,530 5 4 
0 0 
0 0 


tininiacn, S 2 


* Includes five quarterly dividends instead of four, as in subsequent years. 


of the 


1 must refer my hon. friend to the First | Navy Estimates 1907-8 [Cd. 3336]. 
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Grants in Aid of Secondary Education. 

Mr. GODDARD (Ipswich): To ask 
the President of the Board of Education 
whether, in view of the communication, 
dated 16th February, 1906, made by the 
late President of the Board to the Right 
Hon. A. Dyke Acland promising an in- 
crease of the grants for secondary edu- 
cation, and in view of the fact that most 
local education authorities are now pre- 
paring their estimates for the ensuing 
financial year, he can give any informa- 
tion as to the amount of these increased 
grants, and the dates from which the pay- 
ment of them will commence. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) The 
total amount of grants in aid of secondary 
education will be found in the Estimates 
published to-day. The allocation of 
these grants and the dates from which 
payment will commence will be subject to 
regulations which are now under con- 
sideration, but I am not yet in a position 
to make any statement upon the subject. 


Welsh Education Department — Mr. 
Davies’s Knowledge of the Welsh 
Language. 

Mr. D. A. THOMAS (Merthyr Tydvil) : 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Education if Mr. Alfred Davies, the head 
of the new Welsh Department, has a 
knowledge of the Welsh language; and 
whether, in view of the desirability of 
such a qualification in the chief of a De- 
partment formed for the purpose of 
superivsing the education of schools in 
which Welsh is largely spoken and 
taught, and in some cases made a com- 
pulsory subject, in filling any future ap- 
pointments in the Department, he will 
consider the advisability of giving ceteris 
paribus preference to Welsh-speaking 
applicants. 


(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) I am 
informed that Mr. Davies has a useful 
acquaintance with the Welsh language, 
but my hon. friend appears to have 
overlooked the fact that he will be em- 
ployed exclusively in administrative 


duties in London. 
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‘The Letterkenny and Burtonport Rail- 
way. 

Mr. C. MACVEIGH (Donegal, E.) : 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Trade if he can state whether an in- 
spection has been made, and, if so, when, 
of the Letterkenny and Burtonport ex- 
tension railway line, county Donegal; 
whether complaints have been made by 
the working company as to defective con- 
struction and insufficient equipment ; 
whether he is aware that many passengers 
travelling by the line are in a state of 
trepidation until they get off it; and 
will he say when he will cause an in- 
spection and report to be made that 
will allay those fears or cause the defects 
to be made good. 


(Answered by Mr. Kearley.) The rail- 
way referred to was inspected on behalf 
of the Board of Trade in February 1903 
before it was opened for passenger 
traffic. The Board of Trade are aware 
that complaints have been made by the 
working company respecting alleged de- 
fects in the construction and equpiment 
of the line by the Commissioners of 
Public Works in Ireland, but we have 
no knowledge of any special risk to 
passengers on this railway. The Board 
have no power to inquire into the condi- 
tion of the line except upon representa- 
tions made to them by the county council 
or by twenty or more ratepayers of the 
guaranteeing area, as provided by section 
24 of the authorising Order in Council of 
1898. No application under this section 
is at present before the Department. 


Increase in Exports of British Manu- 
factures. 

Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston): To 
ask the President of the Board of ,Trade 
what has been, in round figures, the 
increase in the export of British produce 
and manufactures during the past ten 
years; and how much of that increase 
is due to increased exports to the self- 
governing Colonies. 


(Answered by Mr. Kearley.) The 
following statement shows the exports 
of United Kingdom produce for each of 
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the last ten years, distinguishing exports, this appears at page 400 of the Board 


to the self-governing Colonies :— 
United Kingdom. Exports of British 





and Irish Produce. 


Som pens | Tg eis 
EROS een a ee . sccniumeiieesaaneas 
Million Pounds.| Million Pounds. 
1897 - 234-2 
1898 - 233°4 39°5 
1899 - 255°3 41:0 
1900 - 282°6 47°5 
1901 - 270°9 52°0 
1902 - 2776 59°3 
1903 - 286°5 | 58°5 
1904 - 2962 516 
1905 - 324°4 | 51:4 
1906 - 3670 566 





® Note-—The above figures are exclusive 
of the value of ships and boats (new) 
and their machinery, which were not 
recorded prior to 1899. 


United States and Free Zones. 
Mr. HAROLD COX: 
President of the Board of Trade whether 
he has received any official information 
with regard to the suggestion made by the 
Secretary of the United States Treasury 
that in order to facilitate the manu- 
facture in the United-States of goods for 
export, a zone should be established 
in which all materials necessary for 
manufacturing purposes would be ad- 
mitted free of duty; and whether he 
will cause any such information to be 
published in order that the people of this 
country may further appreciate the 
importance of preserving these islands 
as a free zone for the pursuance of 
manufacturing industries. 


(Answered by Mr. Kearley.) 


my attention has been directed to a’ 
report of a speech in which the sugges- 
tion referred to is contained. A note of 


To ask the! 


Yes, Sir, | 


of Trade Journal for 21st February. 


The North Western Raiiway and the 
London Municipal Society. 

Mr. TREVELYAN (Yorkshire, W.R., 
Elland): To ask the President of the 
Board of Trade whether his attention 
-has been called to the fact that the 
directors of the London and North 
Western Railway assisted in financing 
'the London Municipal Society, a party 
organisation for promoting the success 
'of Municipal Reform candidates at the 
| London County Council election ; whether 
| he will make an inquiry into the extent 
'and circumstances of the subscription, 
and, whether, in view of the fact that a 
railway company is created by Act of 
| Parliament, he will take any steps to 
enable the shareholders to recover the 
sums which have been so spent by the 
| directors. 


(Answered by Mr. Kearley.) The 
Board of Trade are informed by the 
Company that in July 1906 they sub- 
scribed £200 out of their corporate funds 
to the funds of the London Municipal 
Society, the objects of which were 
represented to them to be absolutely non- 
political in character. It is open to the 
shareholders to challenge in the courts 
the question of the legality of any such 


application of the corporate funds of a 


company. 


Labourers Act 1906—Use of Form 6. 

Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.): To 
ask Mr. Attorney General for Ireland, if 
he will say on what provision of the 
Labourers Act of 1906 the Local Govern- 
ment Board rely in holding that labourers 
shall not benefit under Section 8 of that 
Act, that councils whose districts contain 
uneconomic holdings, congestion, and a 
tract of untenanted land, may not use 
Form No. 6 for the acquisition of that 
tract, though well within the council’s 
borrowing power, and in thus depriving 
Form No. 6 of any practical use ; and will 
he endeavour to have the Act interpreted 
by the Board and its inspectors more 
liberally with at least equal correctness. * 


(Answered by Mr. Cherry.) Section & 
of The Labourers Act, 1906, to which the. 
hon. Member refers, confers no power: 
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whatever to acquire lands. It merely 
enables a rural district council to let lands 
which they have already acquired for the 
purposes of the Acts to be used for some 
other beneficial purpose in cases in which 
it is found that such lands cannot be used 
any longer for providing labourers with 
cottages and plots in accordance with the 
Acts. The section does not, however, 
enable a scheme to be promoted under the 
Labourers Acts for the purpose of attain- 
ing objects, however desirable in them- 
selves, which are beyond the actual re- 
quirements of the Acts. The Local 
Government Board inform me that they 
have never expressed the opinion that 
Form No. 6 may not be used for the 
acquisition of untenanted lands when 
such acquisition is necessary for the 
purposes of the Acts. 


Irish Stone for Haulbowline Extensions. 

CapraiIn DONELAN (Cork, E.): To 
ask the Civil Lord of the Admiralty 
whether steps will be taken with a view 
to secure that Irish stone shall be used in 
all work connected with the lengthening 
of the dry dock at Haulbowline where 
stone is required. 


(Answered by Mr. Lambert.) The 
policy of the Admiralty is to specify a 
standard of requirements without limita- 
tion of the sources of supply. I think, 
however, my hon. and gallant friend may 
rest assured that a considerable quantity 
of local stone will be used. 


Licence of George Inn. Hubberholme, and 
the Living of Hubberholme. 

Mr. CLOUGH (Yorkshire, W.R., Skip- 
ton): To ask the right hon. Member 
for Sheffield (Hallam Division), as re- 
presenting the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sioners, whether his .attention has been 
drawn to the objection of the Skipton 
bench of magistrates to the licence of the 
George Inn, Hubberholme, near Buckden, 
on the ground of structural deficiency, 
and that the incumbent of Hubberholme 
informed the benchjthat the house formed 
part of the glebe of the benefice, and that 
the value of the living was under £200 a 
year, and to take away the licence would 
mean a considerable reduction in the 
incumbent’s stipend ; and whether he will 
advise the patron of the living, the vicar 
or Arncliffe, Queen Anne’s Bounty, and 


{COMMONS} 





Questions. 772 


the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to 
relinquish this licence, and to reimburse 
the incumbent for the monetary loss 
sustained thereby. 


(Answered by Mr. Stuart-Wortley.) 
From such information as the Ecclesiasti- 
cal Commissioners possess in relation to 
the property of this benefice, which it 
must be remembered is neither vested in 
nor managed by the Commissioners, it 
appears that a house on the glebe, pro- 
bably that to which the hon. Member’s 
Question relates, has been used as an inn 
for upwards of seventy years, but the 
Commissioners know nothing concerning 
the acquisition of the licence. The funds 
of the Commissioners are not available 
for compensating the incumbent for a 
voluntary surrender of the licence. 


Marine Biological Association—Applica- 
tion for Treasury Grant. 


Mr. H. H. MARKS (Kent, Thanet) : 
To ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether he has received an application 
from the Marine Biologica: Association 
for a grant for the continuation of the 
international investigation as to the 
migration and spawning of fish, and as to 
the best means of preserving the fishing 
grounds in the North Sea ; if so, whether 
the amount asked for is £8,000; and 
whether, in view of the decision of the 
International Commission to continue its 
work for another five years, and of the 
importance of scientific fishery investiga- 
tions to the fishing industry of this 
country, he can see his way to grant the 
application. 


(Answered by Mr, Asquith.) The Answer 
to the first two Questions is in the affirma- 
tive. I find that there is great difference 
of opinion in well-informed circles as to 
the advantage which the fishing industry 
is likely to derive from continued partici- 
pation by this country in the international 
investigations. In these circumstances, 
it has been decided to appoint a Com- 
mittee to consider and advise the Govern- 
ment upon the various questions involved. 
The composition of the Committee and 
its terms of reference will be announced 
at an early date. In the meantime the 








existing grants are being continued for 
| one year on the present basis. 
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Low Value of Irish Land Stock. 
Mr. MOND (Chester) : 
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| The Report for the year with complete 


(Jwestions. 


To ask Mr. | figures has not yet reached me. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether his | 


attention has been directed to the low | Representation of the Planting Industry 


value of Irish Land Stock in comparison | 


with Consols, and to the large loss incurred 
in the first issue of Irish Land Stock; 
whether this stock is guaranteed, not 
only by acharge on the land, but also by a 
charge on the Consolidated Fund ; and, 
if so, whether he will take steps to make 


this additional security more generally 


known to the investing public. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) I am 


aware of the low price of guaranteed 2? | 
per cent. Stock relatively to that of | 
I do not think the lowness of | 
the price can fairly be attributed to | 
ignorance of the fact that the Stock is | 


Consols. 


guaranteed by the Consolidated Fund. 
A statement to that effect has been in- 
cluded in the prospectus of each issue of 


the loan, besides being implied in the | 


title of the Stock. 


Mr. MOND: To ask Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, whether, in view of the 
reduced amounts realised by the Treasury 


on the Legislative Council. 

Mr. REES: To ask the Secretary of 
State for India whether it is the inten- 
tion of the Government of India, in view 
of the importance of the planting indus- 
try in Eastern Bengal and Assam, to 
provide for its permanent representation 
on the Legislative Council of the Lieu- 


| tenant Governor, instead of giving it a 
| representation alternating with that of 


another industry. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
I answered a similar Question asked by 
the hon. Member on the 5th July last,+ 
and I have nothing to add. As I said 


| then, I have no doubt that the planting 


interest will receive the fullest represen- 


| tation that is consistent with a due 


regard for other claims. 


| Chinese Government and the Importation 


owing to the low issue price of Irish Land | 


Stock and the consequent reduction of 


the sums available for the purchase of | 


jand under this Act, he will take steps 
to introduce legislation to enable the 
funds for this purpose to be raised by 
the Treasury by means of the issue of 
Consols or other means. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) My 
right hon. friend is alive to the diffi- 
culties to which my hon. friend refers, 
but he is not satisfied that, under existing 
conditions, they can be avoided, and he 
is not prepared to introduce legislation 
of the kind suggested. 


Fall in Trade with Persia by the Quetta- 
Nushki Route. 


Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for India, 
what explanation exists for the fall in 


of Indian opium ; 


and Taxation of Indian Opium. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, 8.) : To ask the 
Secretary of State for India whether 
any proposals have recently been re- 
ceived from the Chinese Government 
in regard to the importation and taxation 
and, if so, will be lay 
them upon the Table of the House. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
The Answer to the first part of the Ques- 
tion is in the affirmative. It would not 


| be in the public interest to lay Papers at 


present. 


Saving Effected on Expiry of New 
System of Service and Proficiency Pay. 


Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War what 
is the antpiciated saving to be ultimately 
effected by the new system of service 


_and proficiency pay when those soldiers 


1906 of the trade with Persia by the | 


Quetta-Nushki route. 


(Answered by ¥Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
An outbreak of plague in Seistan in the 
early months of 1906 is sufficient to 
account for any diminution of trade. 





now serving have passed out of the 
Army. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 


/One of the principal features of pro- 


/case upon 


ficiency pay is that it depends in every 
the attainment of certain 
standards of skill in musketry or other 


+ See (4) Debates, cls., 222. 
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military qualifications. Until experi- 
ence has been gained of the effect of 
this upon the average standard reached 
by the soldier it is not practicable to 
give any reliable estimate of the finan- 
cial effect of these changes. 


Condition of Joiners’ Work in Woolwich 
Arsenal. 


Mr. W. T. WILSON’ (Lancashire, 
Westhoughton): To ask the Secretary of 
State for War whether he is aware that 
the conditions under which the joiners’ 
work in the Woolwich Arsenal is done 
are such as to make it impossible for a 
joiner, who is a trade unionist, to accept 
employment there; and whether he 
intends taking any steps to alter the 
present conditions so that trade unionist 
joiners may have the same opportunity 
of working in the Arsenal as the non- 
unionist. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) I 
am not aware that the conditions under 
which the joiners’ work is done in the 


Arsenal are of the nature which would | 
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whether the recruits now anxious to 
enrol will do so under the conditions of 
The Volunteer Act, 1863, varied by 
such civil contracts as they may enter 
into in respect to the gratuitous supply 
of uniform and equipment, or under the 
new conditions now proposed by the 
Government of four years enlistment 
in a territorial army, three months 
notice, fine on leaving before the expira- 
tion of four years, compulsory annual 
camps, and six months’ compulsory 
training whenever the First Class Army 
Reserve may be mobilised. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
All recruiting for the Volunteer Force will 
for the present be under the existing 
statutes and regulations. 


Evictions on the Clanricarde Estates. 

Mr. FETHERSTONHAUGH  (Fer- 
managh, N.): To ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland will 
he state the number of tenants evicted 
on the Irish estates of Lord Clanricarde 


make it impossible for a joiner who is a| in the seven years ending Ist January 


trade unionist to accept employment 


1892, and in the fifteen vears ending 


there, nor do I see any reason for making | Ist January 1907, and state how many of 
. 5D 7 > J 


alterations in the present conditions. 


Future Employment of Irish Militia. 

Captain CRAIG (Down, E.): To ask 
the Secretary of State for War whether 
he can state the Government’s inten- 
tions respecting the future employment 
of Irish Militia officers, the disposal of 
Irish Militia battalions of artillery, and 
the disposal of the North of Ireland and 
South of Ireland Imperial Yeomanry, 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
men, under the proposed scheme of army 
organisation. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
I am not in a position at the present 
moment to give any detailed information 
on these points beyond what I have 
already given to the House in my recent 
statements. 


Volunteer Regulations. 

Sir HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, 
Central): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War whether, having regard to the 
fact that this is the recruiting season for 
the Volunteer Force, he can say definitely 








those evicted in each period were evicted 
for non-payment of rent and how many 
on expiration or determination of their 
tenancies; how many of those so evicted 
for non-payment of rent subsequently 
redeemed or were restored to their 
holdings and how many are still out of 
possession; have the Estates Com- 
missioners decided how many of those 
out of possession are suitable persons to 
be restored or to have new holdings pro- 
vided for them; have they provided 
new holdings for any of the Clanricarde 
evicted tenants on the many Galway 
estates acquired by the Estates Com- 
missioners ; if not, will he press upon 
them the urgent need of so doing; and 
can he state approximately the present 
number of tenants. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners are unable to state accur- 
ately the number of evicted tenants on the 
Clanricarde estate, but 142 persons have 
applied for reinstatement in holdings on 
that estate. One hundred and seven of 
the applicants state that they were 
evicted during the seven years ending 
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lst January 1892. These 107 cases are 
made up as follows— 


Number of applicants who, it is 
stated, were evicted for non- 
payment of rent - - - 67 


Number who, it appears, were evicted 
trom sub-tenancies on the evic- 
tion of the immediate tenant - 3 


Number of applications with an 
inspector (on this account the 
cause of an eviction cannot be 
stated) - = © +©+©§ + @ 


Number evicted during the seven 
years mentioned who were pro- 
vided with holdings on other 
estates in county Galway by the 
Commissioners - - - - 8 


107 


Twenty-nine of the applicants state 
they were evicted during the fifteen years 


ending Ist January 1907, and _ this 
number is made up as follows— 
Number who, it is stated, were 


evicted for non-payment of rent 16 
Cases in which application was made 

by a herd who was dismissed (no 

claim as an evicted tenant) - 1 


Number of applications with an in- 
inspector (cause of eviction can- 
not, therefore, be given) - - Il 


Number evicted during the fifteen 
years who were given holdings 
on other estates in county Gal- 
way by the Commissioners - | 
29 
Six applications remain, and they are 
accounted for— a: . 


Evicted before the periods mentioned 
(one of these applications is out- 









side the Act) - i - 4 
Applications in which no date of 
eviction is given - - - 


bo 


Total - - - 142 

If any tenants were evicted and sub- 
sequently redeemed, or were restored 
to their farms, presumably they have not 
lodged applications for reinstatement. 
So far as the Estates Commissioners are 
aware, 133 applicants are out of possession, 
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the Act (shown above). Inquiries have 
not yet been completed as to the number 
suitable to be restored or to have new 
holdings provided for them. There are 
approximately 891 agricultural and 472 
town tenants on the Clanricarde estate. 
The Estates Commissioners already know 
the earnest wish of the Irish Government 
to have these and other cases of evicted 
tenants investigated and, so far as may be, 
disposed of at the earliest possible date. 


Questions. 


Tobacco Growing in Ireland. 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether the Department of 
Agriculture in any way provides money 
which is given as a subvention or assist- 
ance for tobacco growing in Ireland ; and 
what are the names of the persons in 
receipt of such assistance and the amounts 
granted in each case. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The De- 
partment have erected three barns at 
Randallstown, county Meath, Tagoat, 
county Wexford, and Tullamore, King’s 
County, at a cost of £1,727, £1,823, and 
£1,374, respectively, Colonel Everard, 
of Randalstown, Navan, has the use of 
the Randalstown barn; Messrs. Richard- 
son, of Mullacrew, Tullamore, of the 
Tullamore barn; while about a dozen 
farmers at Tagoat share the barn at that 
centre. The Department supply the 
services of an expert to these centres and, 
so far as possible, to others growing 
tobacco. They have also paid the wages 
(30s. per week) of an instructor for the 
Wexford tobacco growers. Beyond this 
the Department give no financial assist- 
ance, but growers receive a rebate of Is. 
per lb. from the Government. 


Jamaica eee gene Accommoda- 
ion. 

Mr. YOXALL (Nottingham, W.) :.To 
ask the Under Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether he is aware that school 
buildings and teachers’ dwellings were 
destroyed by the recent earthquake in 
Jamaica; that in very many cases 
children and teachers have been rendered 
houseless ; that it has not been practi- 
cable in several cases to re-open the 
schools, even in tents or shanties; that 
nevertheless the education department. 





but one of these applications is outside 


of the island has issued a circular to the 
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effect that the pay of any teacher who 
does not open school at once will be 
stopped, and notices of school inspection 
are being served on some teachers in the 
city of Kingston ; will he say what steps, 
if any, are being taken by the Government 
to provide for the housing and carrying 
on of the schools; and whether he can 
give instructions that during the ex- 
ceptional conditions which now prevail 
the education department of the island 
shall show due consideration and make 
due allowances in these matters. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) In answer | 
to the hon. Member’s Question, the Secre- | 
tary of State has no information but will | 
make inquiry. 


Valuation and Taxation of Land in 
Canada. 


Mr. TREVELYAN: To ask the 


Under Secretary of State for the Colonies | 
whether he will ask the Canadian Govern- | 


ment for information, similar to that 


obtained from Australia and New Zealand | 


and published in Cd. 3191 of 1906, with 
regard to the separate valuation and tax- 
ation of land in Vancouver and any other 
part of the dominion where such legis- 
lation is in force. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) Yes, Sir. 


Assistant Clerks in the Customs Statis- 
tical Department. 


Mr. O’DOWD (Sligo, 8.) : To ask the 


Secretary to the Treasury how many | 
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Promotion in the Irish Board of Works 
Dublin. 


Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): To ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury, if he will ask the Board of 
Works, Dublin, to explain why, when 
three staff officers’ salaries were raised 
from £400 to £450, a staff officer, who is 
now registrar and has longer service, was 
ignored ; and is he responsible for having 
this gentleman’ 8 case passed over. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) The in- 
crease of pay of the three staff officers 
| referred to was decided upon by the 
| Treasury after conference with the Board 
of Works. No increase was made in the 
salary of the fourth staff officer, because 
the work of the registry is less respon- 
sible and less difficult than that of the 
| other divisions. 





_ Overtime Pay for Postman Waite. of 
nock. 

Mr. SLOAN: To ask the Postmaster 
General, whether he will reconsider his 
| refusal to pay overtime muney to a post- 
; man named Waite, at Knock, seeing that 

for two years the man performed the 
overtime and during that period made 
repeated applications for payment,which 
was refused, though the work was ad- 
_mittedly performed and the man’s daily 
work reduced in consequence; and will 
he state the nature of the regulation 
which precludes payment for work ad- 
mittedly performed. 


of the new class of assistant clerks are em- | 


ployed in the Statistical Department of 
the Customs ; how many have sufficient 
service to render them eligible for pro- 
motion ; and how many of the new class 
of assistant clerks in the statistical 
office have received promotion to port 
clerkships. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) I am in- 


formed that there are 127 of the new class | 


of assistant clerks employed in the 
Statistical Department of the Customs ; 


sixty of these clerks have sufficient ser- | 
vice to render them eligible for promotion | 


under the provisions of the Orders in 


Council of November 1898 and September | 
1902 ; and none of the class employed in | 
the Statistical Department have received | 


promotion to port clerkships. 





(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) It 
| is hot the practice to pay postmen for 
‘overtime on outdoor work which is not 
| performed under immediate supervision 
and which cannot therefore be checked. 
It is true that for some time Waite’s 
duty occupied him rather more than 
‘eight hours. This has, however, been 
put right, and the duty is now con- 
siderably less than eight hours. 


Fatal Railway Accidents. 

Mr. BELL (Derby): To ask the 

| President of the Board of Trade how 
many railway collisions or other kinds of 
accidents have occurred, in which one 
or more passengers were killed, from 1st 
| January 1886 to 31st December 1906. 
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(Answered by Mr. Kearley.) During 
the twenty-one years in question eighty- 
six train accidents, resulting in fatal 
injuries tO One or more _ passengers, 
occurred on the railways of the United 
Kingdom. 


The Housing Bill. 

Mr. BRODIE (Surrey, Reigate): To 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether he is in a position to give any 
indication of the date of introduction of 
the Housing Bill promised in the King’s 
Speech. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) Per- 
haps I may answer this Question. I am 
not at present in a position to state when 
the Bill referred to will be introduced. 


Standardising of Accounts of Local 
Authorities. 

Mr. BRODIE: To ask the President 
of the Local Government Board, whether 
he can fix any date for the issue of the 
Report on standardising the accounts of 
local authorities. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) I 
understand that the Committee are now 
considering their complete Report ; but 
Iam not at present able to fix the date 
for its issue. 


Repayment of Loans for Volunteer Drill 
Halls. 


Mr. COCHRANE (Ayrshire, N.): To 
ask the Financial Secretary to the War 
Office if the sum of £439,000, to be voted 
for paying off loans to Volunteer corps 
for drill halls and ranges, covers the total 
indebtedness of those corps to the Public 
Works Loans Commissioners for the 
purposes mentioned. 


(Answered by Mr. Buchanan.) The 
reply is in the affirmative so far as affects 
fully paid loans by the Public Works 
Loan Commissioners to the corps which 
have borrowed of them. This point is 
set forth clearly in the explanation 
attached to the Supplementary Estimate. 


Position of Officers of Disbanded 
Regiments. 


_Lizurenant-CoLtoneL PHILIPPS 
(Southampton): To ask the;Secretary 
of State for War whether, in the case 
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of line battalions recently disbanded or 
reduced, or about to be disbanded or 
reduced, the officers belonging to these 
battalions, when transferred to other 
regiments for the convenience of the 
public service, will take their places in 
their new regiment at the bottom of the 
list of their rank or according to the 
dates of their present commissions. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
Officers of recently disbanded battalions 
are, on transfer, placed as juniors of their 
rank in the new regiment, in accordance 
with the provisions of the King’s Regula- 
tions. I would refer the hon. and gallant 
Member to a reply which I gave on the 
18th February to my hon. friend the 
Member for East Islington to a some- 
what similar Question.+ 


Liability of the Yeomanry for Foreign 
Service. 

Mr. BRODIE: To ask the Secretary 
of State for War if it is intended that all 
Yeomanry should in future be engaged 
for foreign service, if necessary, or 
whether only a certain number of Yeo- 
manry are to be so engaged; and, in 
the latter case, whether arrangements 
will be made so that certain Yeomanry 
regiments may be engaged as units for 
foreign service, in view of the probable 
objection on the part of officers and men to 
the division of their individual regiments 
into different classes, and of the probable 
want of homogeneity in the case of bodies 
formed of troops or squadrons from 
different regiments. 

(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
It is not intended that the Yeomanry 
of the territorial force shall be enlisted 
with a liability for service abroad. The 
organisation of the special squadrons 
voluntarily undertaking such liability 
has not yet been finally settled. 


Strength of Horse and Field Artillery. 

Caprain CRAIG: To ask the Secre- 
tary of State for War whether he will lay 
upon the Table a Return showing the 
strength of the Horse and Field Artillery 
by batteries, officers, men, and horses 
on Ist April 1895 and Ist April 1905; 
whether he will also show the proposed 











+ See (4) Debates, elxix., 535-6. 
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establishment, giving batteries, officers, | Kingdom. He may also desire to know 
men, and horses under the Secretary of| that the rebates of duties granted by 
State’s scheme; and what saving in| New Zealand to South Africa under a 
money it is estimated will be effected by preferential tariff arrangement recently 
the change. concluded are printed on page 183 of the 

' Board of Trade Journal for 24th January, 
1907. 


Questions. 784 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The proposed scheme of reorganisation Bonded Warehouses at Famagusta. 
of the Horse and Field Artillery is not #MR. (REES (Montec BR a a 
worked out in sufficient detail to enable | - ie : a wh “ tg , Meat nis 
me to give the information required by or pe magreto wna Sebeaie: fs 
the last part of the Question, ae I aa poration is endeavouring to obtain a 
give the hon. and gallant Mem er t r monopoly of the bonded warehouses at 
information asked for in the first * Famagusta, whereby, if such endeavours 
the Question should he still so desire. prove successful, Indian merchants will 
be at the mercy of such corporation in 
The Government’s Small Holdings Bill. | trading with Turkey ; and, if so, whether 

Mr. BRODIE: To ask the Prime | he will take such steps as may be possible 
Minister whether he is able to fix a day | to secure an independent position for 
for the introduction of the Small Hold- | Indian trade with ‘Turkey. 
ings Bill promised in the King’s Speech, nines eas m= 
at the opening of Parliament; and Mr. CHURCHILL: The proposal 
whether, in the event of his being unable | referred to by the hon. Member is still 
to fix a day, he can give an undertaking under the consideration of the Secretary 
that the Bill will be introduced and | of State for the Colonies, and before a 
printed before the Easter Recess, in | decision is taken upon it full considera- 
order that the House may have an tion will be given to its possi ble effect on 
opportunity of studying its provisions | the interests of the Indian and other 
before Parliament reassembles. merchants on the island. 





| i 
. 1 | Native Affairs in Natal. 

Answered by Sir H. Campbell-Banner- | 
| tke ALIN {Middlneen, Tottenbeil): 


man.) I have nothing at present to | 
oad & Se Auewer whith I Bai on the | I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of State 
i, of Pulousey to the Question of say | for the Colonies whether the Report of 
" . F : | the Commission appointed to inquire 
hon. friend the Member for the Rugby |. oe ae aes es 
Division.t oe into” the administration of Native affairs 
ey ea her Natal has been received ; and, if s0, 
|when it would be possible to present it 
QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. | to the House. 
ihe | 
New Zealand Tariffs. | Mr. CHURCHILL: The Report has 
Mr. HILLS (Durham): On behalf of | wr o-tongriemtion Inquiry is being 
the hon. Member for Darlington, I beg | ™*°° #8 6° 1S progress. 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for | a , 
the Colonies whether he will lay upon the | Mr. ALDEN 5: the hon. — 
Table of the House details of the British | rte or when the Colonial Vote will be 
tariff preference which is now in force in | Xen: 


— Mr. CHURCHILL: That Question 


Tur UNDERSECRETARY or | should be addressed to the Leader of the 


STATE ror tHe COLONIES (Mr, House. 
CHURCHILL, Manchester, N.W.): I! 
would refer the hon. Member to Cd. | 4 aime : 
3195, especially pages VIIL—X. of the | og Aico aag V nigenggia ige (Liver- 
Introductory Notes as to the preference | pool, Everton): I beg to ask the Secre- 


granted by New Zealand to the United | '™Y. of State for Foreign Affairs what 
Bi | has been the progress in the negotiations 


+ See Col. 67. |with the Russian Government in 


British Shipping Claims against Russia. 
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reference to the cases of the steamships | 
“ Allanton,”  “ Knight Commander,” 
«‘ Malacca,” and *‘ Calchas ;” and whether | 
he intends to bring the ‘subject before | 
the Hague Conference. 


Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY 1o | 
gHE TREASURY (Mr. Runciman, | 
Dewsbury; for Sir Epwarp Grey): : | 
“ Allanton.”—My right hon. friend begs | 
to refer the hon. Member to his reply 


to the hon. Member for Hoxton on 
22nd November last, stating that, in| 


view of the fact that the Russian Gover- | 
ment have again refused to entertain the | 
claim, His Majesty’s Government, after | 
careful consideration with their legal | 
advisers, have decided that there are 
not sufficient grounds for pressing 
the case. “ Knight Commander.”—His 
Majesty’s Government have not yet | 
received the answer of the Russian | 
Government to their proposal that the | 
claim should be referred to arbitration | 
at the Hague. They are now again | 
about to approach the Russian Govern- | 
ment on the subject. ‘ Malacca.”—The 


‘claims of the interested parties, which 


are very numerous, and in respect of 
which a great amount of documentary | 
evidence has to be examined, have been | 
for some time before the Russian Govern | 
ment. His Majesty's Ambassador at St. | 
Petersburg is taking all such steps as 
he properly can to expedite a settlement 
of the case. ‘ Calchas.”—His Majesty’s 
Government are still in communication 
with the Russian Government with 
regard to this case. His Majesty’s 
Government will urge that such cases as 
cannot be settled satisfactorily by direct 
negotiation should be referred to 
arbitration. 


Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER: Practi- 
cally the same Answer was given last 
year. ‘ 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: My hon. friend 
must realise that negotiations of this 
nature must absor) a great deal of time. 


North Sea Convention, 1882. 

Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) : I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether the Governments of 
Sweden and Norway have been asked, in 
accordance with the additional article of 
the North Sea Convention, 1882, to 
adhere to that Convention. 
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Mr. RUNCIMAN: Yes, Sir, they were 
asked at the time the Convention was 
concluded. As regards Norway, His 
Majesty’s Government suggested to the 
| Norwegian Government that she should 
| join soon after her separate recognition. 
She has not yet consented to do so. 


Trawling in the North Sea. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney 
and Shetland) : I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs if the 
Government will enter into negotiation 
with the North Sea Powers, with the 
| view of closing against trawling such 
specified bays ‘and. firths as might be 
agreed on. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: Such negotiations 
would probably involve the closing of 
waters in the neighbourhood of foreign 
countries to British vessels, and my right 
hon. friend cannot enter upon any 
negotiations which would involve such 
| far-reaching consequences till the whole 
question of the policy concerned has been 
considered. 


North Sea Fishery Investigations, 

Mr. CATHCART WASON: I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury if, 
during the last five years, when the 
Biological Association have been in- 
vestigating the North Sea, collecting 
specimens, etc., there is any record that 
their investigations have been examined, 
collated, tabulated, and brought up to 
date ; and if, in view of the decision of 
the Treasury that the grant will be 
continued for another year, and that a 
Committee is appointed to consider the 
question in all its bearings, any further 
expenditure will be limited to completing 
the work in hand, and that the “ Gold- 
seeker” and “ Huxley” will be set free 
and placed at the disposal of the Scottish 
and English fishery departments for the 
protection of the fishermen from the 
ravages of trawlers. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The record of the 
investigations covering the first two years’ 
work (1902-3) are published in Command 
Papers 2612 and 2670 of 1905, if my 
hon. friend cares to consult them ; further 
volumes are in the press, and I understand 
they will be published very soon. As 
regards the second part of the Question, 
the arrangement is that the investigations 
will be carried on as at present for 
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another year pending the Committee’s 
Report, and no change can therefore be 
made during that period in the purpose 
for which the two vessels mentioned are 
now employed. 


Lutterworth Rabbit Snaring Convictions. 

Mr. LEHMANN (Leicestershire, Mar- 
ket Harborough): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether his attention has been 
directed to the sentence passed by two 
Leicestershire justices at Lutterworth 
petty sessions on Thursday last, whereby 
Ernest Pike, charged with  snaring 
rabbits upwards of five years ago, was 
practically consigned to prison for eight 
months, although the man declared that 
he had been earning his living honestly 
during the intervening five years, which 
does not appear to have been denied ; 
and whether he will inquire into all the 
circumstances of the case with a view to 
revising the sentence if the facts are as 
stated. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
GLADSTONE, Leeds, W.): My attention 
had not been previously directed to this 
case, but I am making inquiries into it. 


Jury Service. 


*Mr. REES : I beg to ask the Secretary | 


of State for the Home Department 
whether he has perused the remark made 
by Mr. Justice Darling in Court III., 
King’s Bench, on Ist March, 1907, 
regarding the resummoning of jurors 


when only a short period had elapsed | 


since the last service of such jurors, 
which the judge said was unreasonable, | 
and to provide against which care might 
have been taken; and whether he will 
take such action as may be possible for | 
the protection of individuals who are 


called several times in a given period | 


during which others on the list altogether 
escape service. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: This is not a 
matter in which I have any authority to 
to take action, but the Under-Sheriff of 
London, to whom I have referred, points 
out that as there are over 16,000 jurors 
summoned during the year, it is im- 
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of address or some other cause. With 
reference to Mr. Justice Darling’s re- 
marks, I am informed that if a juror 
having a certificate of exemption, and 
being again summoned, will send up the 
certificate with the summons, his name 
will be struck off the jury-panel by the 
officer of the court. 


Questions. 


*Mr. REES asked whether the hon. 
Gentleman was aware that the incidence 
of this obligation caused well-justified 
discontent, and that the inequality fell 
almost entirely upon clerks and other 
persons with comparatively small in- 
comes. 


Mr. GLADSTONE said he had been 
aware of that for the last thirty years, 


Women and Children in Public Houses. 

Mr. FIENNES (Oxfordshire, Ban- 
bury): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department if he 
has any information from the police in 
the nature of Reports on the subject of 
women taking their infants and young 
children into the public heases in London 
and other large towns ; and, if so, whether 
he will lay them upon the Table. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I have no in- 
formation of the kind indicated by my 
hon. friend which I can lay on the Table, 
| but I am fully alive to the importance of 
this matter, and I am making inquiries 
on the subject in London and some of 
the other most populous centres. 








Loans to Licensing Authorities. 

CoLONEL KENYON-SLANEY (Shrop- 
shire, Newport): I beg to ask the Secre- 
| tary of State for the Home Department 
| whether he can state how many loans 
| on the application of licensing authorities 
under the provision of The Licensing 
Act, 1904, Section 3, received the consent 
of the Secretary of State, and for what 
terms they were granted, in the years 
1905 and 1906. 


| 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Six loans on the 
security of compensation funds were 
sanctioned in the years 1905 and 1906. 
Of these, four were for a term of one 
| year, one for two years, and one for two 





possible altogether to prevent the con-/ and a half years, the date of sanction in 


tingency of one being summoned twice | 
within a short period, owing to a change February, 1906, and Noy ember, 


the last two cases being, — as 
1905. 
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Mr. H. H. MARKS (Kent, Thanet) : 


I beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether, under the 
regulations of the Local Government 
Board, the owner of a cow certified by 
veterinary surgeons to be suffering trom 
tuberculosis is entitled to sell the milk of 
such cow for human food, so long as the 
disease has not attacked the udder of the 
cow; Whether the owner who is pro- 
hibited from offering for sale the milk of 
the cow, by reason that the animal is 
certified by veterinary surgeons to be 
suffering from tubercular disease of the 
udder, is entitled, under the regulations 
of the Board, to offer the animal for sale 
as a milch cow or for slaughter for 
human food ; and whether in England, 
where a cow is found to be suffering from 
tubercular disease of the udder, there is 
any obligation under the regulations of 
the Board, either on the owner who has 
been in the habit of selling the milk of 
such cow or on the veterinary surgeon 
who has certified it to be suffering from 
tubercular disease, to make any notifica- 
tion of the occurrence of the disease to 
any public authority. 


THe PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Joun 
BurNs, Battersea): The Dairies, Cow- 
sheds and Milkshops Orders of 1885 and 
1899 prohibit the sale of the milk of a 
cow sutfering from tubercular disease of 
the udder, but the prohibition does not 
extend to the milk of a cow otherwise 
affected by tuberculosis. These Orders 
deal with dairies, cowsheds, and milk- 
shops, and do not relate to such matters 
as those referred to in the second part 
of the Question. Nor do they require 
notification in cases of the kind mentioned 
in the last part of the Question. Where, 
however, there is in force a Local Act 
containing what are known as the Milk 
and Tuberculosis Clauses, a dairyman 
who supplies milk within the district, and 
who has in his dairy a cow affected with 
tuberculosis of the udder, must give 
notice of the fact to the medical ofticer of 
health of the district. 


Mr. H. H. MARKS: I beg to ask the 
President of the Local Government 
Board whether, in view of the statement 
in the second interim Report of the 
Royal Commission appointed to inquire 
into the relations of human and animal 
[FOURTH SERIES. | 
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tuberculosis, that cow’s milk containing 
bovine tubercle bacilli is clearly a cause 
of tuberculosis, and of fatal tuberculosis, 
in man, he will consider the necessity of 
measures more stringent than those at 
present enforced being taken to prevent 
the sale or the consumption of such milk. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I am giving 
consideration to the Report of the Royal 
Commission, and in connection with it 
will bear in mind the point to which the 
hon. Member refers. 


Grimsby Distress Committee. 

ME °C: DUNCAN — (Barrow-in- 
Furness): I beg to ask the President of 
the Local Government Board whether 
his attention has been drawn to a Report 
submitted to the Grimsby Distress Cont- 
mittee wherein several cases of excessive 
overcrowding are mentioned, in one case 
it is stated that six separate families were 
living in a six-roomed house, each tenant 
paying 2s. 6d. to 3s. per week for a 
single room, and in other cases people are 
living under such conditions as to make 
physical health and moral decency im- 
possible ; and what action, if any, he pro- 
poses to take in this matter. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I have not seen 
the Report to the Distress Committee 
referred to in the Question, but I am com- 
municating with them on the subject. 


Epsom Telephone Wire Dispute. 

Mr. RAWLINSON (Cambridge Uni- 
versity): I beg to ask the Postmaster- 
General whether his attention has been 
called to the fact that certain telephone 
wires belonging to the Post Oftice have 
been carried across two properties known 
as Hylands and Hyland House, Epsom, 
without the consent of the owners or 
occupiers of the said properties ; whether 
this was done with his authority ; and 
whether he will take any and what steps 
to prevent similar trespasses occurring in 
other parts of the country. 


THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 


SyDNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, 
Poplar): My attention has been called 
to the matter. I am having inquiry 
made. 


Women Education Inspectors. 
Sir W. J. COLLINS (St. Pancras, 


W.): I beg to ask the President of the 
2E 








‘ 
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Board of Education how many women 
are now employed as inspectors by the 
Board of Education on the elementary 
and secondary branches respectively ; 
what are the duties and salaries attached 
to such oflices; and are such appoint- 
ments temporary or permanent. 


(Juestions. 


Tue PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD oF 
EDUCATION (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
mouthshire, N.): The women inspectors 
in the service of the Board of Education 
are not attached to, nor employed ex- 
clusively in, any one branch of the Board, 
but are under the direction of the Chief 
Woman Inspector. The salary of this 
latter post, as of the fourteen other 
women inspectors, will be found set out 
fully in the Estimates, with the exception 
of two additional women inspectors tem- 
porarily employed at a salary of £250 
per annum. The women inspectors of 
the Board are employed in general 
inspection, including the inspection of 
infant schools, elementary schools for 
girls, the training colleges for elementary 
school teachers (women), and the training 
schools for intending teachers of domestic 
subjects. 


Brigg Election Literature. 

Mr. HEMMERDE (Denbighshire, EF.) : 
I beg to ask Mr. Attorney-General 
whether his notize has been called to a 
leaflet issued in thousands on the eve of 
the poll in the Brigg Division of Lin- 
colnshire in the following terms and in 
the Liberal colours: Do you know the 
price of your tea is going up at once 
threepence a pound (see the daily 
papers), this is under a Radical Govern 
ment, vote for Sheftield, who wants to 
make it cheaper; whether the issue of 
such a leaflet, containing what is ob- 
viously a deliberate false statement of 
fact, by a candidate or his agent can be 
dealt with under the criminal law or 
under the law relating to corrupt and 
illegal practices at Parliamentary elec- 
tions; and, if the answer to the last 
question is in the negative, whether his 
Majesty’s Government will consider the 
advisability of extending the criminal 
law and the law relating to corrupt and 
illegal practices at Parliamentary elections 
to cover all deliberate false statements of 
fact. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, 8.) 
asked whether it was permissible under 
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the rules of the House to put extracts or 
quotations from newspapers or leaflets in 
(Juestions. On other occasions he had 
had the sting taken out of Questions of 
his own. 


Questions. 


Mr. RAWLINSON asked whether it 
was in order for one hon. Member to 
impute to another in a (Question 4 
deliberate false statement of fact, more 
especially as in this case reference to the 
daily papers showed that the pamphlet 
was quite accurate. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: I must take the 
blame for this Question’s having ap- 
peared on the Paper in this form. The 
hon. Member for East Denbighshire 
brought me the Question last Monday 
and proposed to ask it as a matter of 
urgency. I glanced hastily through the 
Question and saw that it was not a matter 
of urgency and did not come within the 
urgency rule; and I recommended him 
to put it down in the ordinary way. 
When it was handed to the clerks at the 
Table they understood that I had passed 
the Question, and therefore accepted it. 
If my attention had been. called specifi- 
cally to the form of the (Question J] 
certainly should not have passed it. 


Mr. STANLEY WILSON (Yorkshire, 
E.R., Holderness) asked whether the 
Attorney-General realised that in the 
last ten days tea had gone up 1d. or 14d. 
in the pound, ¢ 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir 
JOHN WALTON, Leeds, S.): I am inter. 
ested in a pure proposition of law. The 
alleged misrepresentation contained in 
the leaflet to which my hon. friend refers 
does not reflect on the character or con- 
duct of any person, but only on the 
Administration. There is not, so far as 
[ am aware, any penalty under the 
criminal law or the Corrupt Practices 
Act which can be inflicted upon those 
who are responsible for the issue of the 
document. When the revision of the law 
relating to elections takes place, and 
it cannot, I think, be very long deferred, 
the suggestion of my hon. friend should 
receive the consideration which it 
deserves. 


Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER: Is_ not 
this exactly the same statement which 
was issued by the Liberal Publication 
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League at the election in January last 
year ! 


{No Answer was returned. | 


Mr. STANLEY WILSON : When the 
Attorney-General is considering that, | 
hope he will consider also the misrepre- 
sentations which have taken place on the 
subject of Chinese labour. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 
is not entitled to make statements at 
question time. 


Land Transfer. 

Mr. HILLS: I beg to ask Mr. 
Attorney-General whether, seeing that 
the system of registration of title to 
land has been in operation for some years, 
and on the whole with success, he will 
consider the advisability of further ex- 
amining the question of land transfer, 
with the object ultimately of making the 
transfer of land as simple and as cheap as 
is the transfer of stocks or shares. 


Sir JOHN WALTON: There seems 
to be some question whether the system 
of registration has been effective. I have 
received a letter from the President of 
the Law Society stating that in his 
opinion it has been a failure. I fully 
sympathise with the object the hon. 
Member has in view, and I believe the 
subject is receiving the consideration of 
the Lord Chancellor. 


Abbey Craig Quarries, Stirling. 

Mr. EUGENE WASON (Clackmannan 
and Kinross): I beg to ask the Secretary 
for Scotland whether he is aware that 
quarrying for whinstone on the Abbey 
Craig, Stirling, has been resumed after a 
cessation of upwards of twelve years ; 
whether the County Council of Stirling 
propose to use steam ehgines in the 
quarry to crush the blocks into road metal 
there, which would necessarily cause 
much noise, smoke, and dust, in addition 
to the usual blasting, with its risk of acci- 
dent to visitors and others and the Wallace 
monument; and, if so, whether care will 
be taken that the Abbey Craig, on which 
the national monument to Wallace stands, 
will not be injured by the quarrying. 


Tue SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Srnctarr, Forfarshire): I have 


made inquiries, and now learn that 
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quarrying operations have not been 
resumed on the Abbey Craig. Fifteen 


years ago a quarry known as the Craigton 
Quarry was closed in deference to consid- 
erations of public convenience, and an 
application is now before me to give my 
consent to the opening of the Craigmill 
Quarry at the east end of the Abbey 
Craig, to which it is stated the same 
objections do not apply. Before a deci- 
sion is given, the several questions 
referred to by my hon. friend shall be 
carefully considered. 


Perth Prison. 

Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lan- 
arkshire, N.W.): I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary for Scotland when the Return relating 
to transference of prisoners to Perth 
Prison, which was presented and ordered 
to be printed on 13th February, 1907, 
Wil be available for the use of Members. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I understand that 
the Return will be in the hands of hon. 
Members to-morrow. 


Irish Untenanted Lands—Administration 
of the Labourers Acts. 

Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if it be the 
policy of the present Government to 
check the emigration of the young and 
healthy people, for want of land, from 
rural districts in Ireland which contain 
large untenanted areas, will he promote 
that policy so far as possible under 
existing law, and especially will he get 
the Local Government Board expressly to 
encourage the acquisition of tracts by the 
use of Form No. 6 under the Labourers 
Acts, and the exercise of the power 
conferred by Sections 8 and 20 of the 
Act of last year. 


The hon. Member also had the following 
Questions on the Paper on the same 
subject :— 


To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, in view 
of the actual inability of ratepayers and 
labourers to obtain Form No. 6, or any 
information on its use, the repeated 
assertions of clerks of district councils 
that neither this form nor instructions on 
the acquisition or disposal of tracts, under 
Sections 8 and 20 of the Labourers Act, 


‘have reached them, and the absence of 


2E 2 
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the alleged instructions from the set of 
documents furnished by the Local Govern- 
ment Board to a Member of this House, 
will he say where those alleged instruc- 
tions can be seen. 


(Juestions. 


To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether, 
in view of the fact that rural councils 
have not been adequately instructed on 
the use of Form No. 6 and their powers 
under Section 8 of the Labourers Act, 
and seeing that want of knowledge on 
the part of councils of itself prevents a 


case from arising and frustrates the in- | 


tentions of Parliament, and that labourers 
and the country may suffer in con- 
sequence, he will have Form No. 6 with 
practical instructions sent forthwith to 


three months for the completion of 
schemes in this respect. 

To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware 
that the Coole District Council has 
rejected all representations on Form No. 
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schemes. The primary object of the 
Labourers Acts appears to be the pro 
vision of proper houses for the labourers, 
Form 6 relates to the provision of 
allotments only. It is not within the 
province of the Local Government Board 
to influence rural district councils in 
favour of one rather than the other of 
these objects. Form 6 is of a very 
simple character, and it is held to be a 
mistake to send out elaborate instructions 
as to the use of so simple a form. [ 
have already informed the hon. Member 
that rural district councils are obliged 
under the rules to keep a supply of these 
forms and to furnish a copy free of 
charge to every ratepayer and labourer 
who requires it. The Local Government 
Board are aware of no case in which a 


every rural council, and the time extended | council has failed in its duty in this 


respect. The Local Government Board 
have no reason to believe that the Coole, 


| or any other, district council have rejected 
| representations for allotments upon the 


6 under the Labourers Acts, under the | 


impression that the council has no power 
to use that form ; and, as other councils 


in whose districts there is untenanted | 


land available may, under grazier_ in- 
fiuence, act similarly, and no question 


then comes before the Local Government | 


Board, will he have the powers of councils 
to use Form No. 6 authoritatively settled, 
instructions issued to the councils regard- 
ing it, and all representations on that 
form reconsidered by them. 


THE CHIEF SECRETARY For IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Brrrecu, Bristol, N.): The 
hon. Member appears to suggest that 
rural district councils have power, under 


ground that they had no power to adopt 
such representations. The Coole Council 
adopted representations for ninety cot- 
tages and plots and passed applications 


‘for additional half-acres in the case of 


thirty existing cottages, but refused a 
number of applications, including twelve 
applications for allotments. 


In reply to a further question by Mr. 
GINNELL, 


Mr. BIRRELL said: I am sorry there 


| is a difference between the hon. Member 
/and myself as to the construction of the 


the new Act, to establish small holdings | 
'beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 


by acquiring tracts for division among 
labourers without regard to the amount 


of land to be given in each case. 
The fact is that a rural district | 


council can give no labourer more than 
one acre. The councils must, before 
acquiring any land, establish the neces- 
sity for its acquisition, and Section 8, 
which the hon. Member quotes, merely 
provides for the disposal of any super- 


Act. I am afraid I cannot agree with 


him. 


Attacks on Irish Postmen. 
Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.): I 


Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether he 
is aware that in December last, at 
Ballinagree, near Macroom, a postman 
was robbed by two disguised men of 
several letters believed to contain writs 
or processes ; that on 19th February, at 


| Ballinagleeragh, county Leitrim, a_post- 


tluous land not required for the purposes | 


of the Labourers Acts. 


before proceeding under Section 20, the 
councils 
required 


that the land is 


purposes of 


must show 
for the 


Similarly, | 


man was stopped by disguised men and 
robbed of twenty registered letters ; that 
on the same day a postman from Doura, 
in the same locality, was also robbed of 


several registered letters; and whether 


anyone has been made amenable to jus- 


their | tice in these cases. 
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Mr. BIRRELL : I am informed by the 
police authorities that the facts are 
substantially as stated in the Question. 
The police have not succeeded in bring- 
ing the offenders to justice. 


Attack on Doura Posthoy. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant | 
of Ireland whether he is aware that a 
postboy from Doura, who succeeded in 
delivering registered letters, was, on the 
20th February, attacked by a mob in 
Doura, and was with difficulty saved by 
the police from serious injury; and 
whether any persons have been made 
amenable for this attack, which occurred 
in the presence of the police. 





Mr. BIRRELL: Proceedings _ have | 
been instituted by the police against | 
fifteen persons in this case, and it would | 
be undesirable to enter into particulars | 
while the matter is sub judice. | 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): Will they 
be tried by a jury composed of members | 
of the National Irish League ? 


Mr. REDDY (King’s County, Birr) : 
Will the right hon. Gentleman find a 
niche at Madame Tussaud’s for the hon. 
Member ? 


[No Answer was returned. | 


Land Purchase in County Leitrim— 
Difficulty of Serving Writs. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant | 
of Ireland whether he is aware that in 
the district around Doura, county Leitrim, | 
there is a general refusal on the part of 
tenants to pay rent unless landlords 
consent to sell their properties at tenants’ | 
prices or to the Estates Commissioners ; 
that process servers dare‘not attempt to 
serve writs or processes ; and that on the 
12th instant a civil bill officer was driven 
out of the district ; and whether, seeing 
that the district is in a state of disorder, 
steps will be taken to enforce the law. 
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of persons assembled and signified their 
disapproval by shouting and jeering. 
No violence, however, was attempted or 
threatened. The police will afford all 
necessary protection to civil bill officers 
in the execution of their duty. 


Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
W.): Doura is in county Cavan; is it 
not the fact that there have been no 
prisoners for trial in that county since 
the July assize, 1906 ? 

Mr. BIRRELL : 


Iam obliged to the 


hon. Member for his geographical 
information. I cannot answer his ques- 


tion without notice. 


Mr. DOLAN (Leitrim, N.): Is it not 
the fact that all these disturbances are 
due to the delay of the Estates Commis- 
sioners in reinstating evicted tenants 4 
Will the right hon. Gentleman take steps 


| to hasten their operations ? 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, §) : 
Is not the inability of the process 
servers to serve due to the crowds which 
gather to intimidate them ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I have no information 
beyond what I have given. I agree that 
the work of reinstatement is a matter of 
urgency, and I am doing all I can to 
facilitate it. 


Compensation Claims for Malicious 
Injury. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether his attention has been 
called to the number of cases which came 
before the recent courts of quarter 
sessions at Limerick, Ballyshannon. Ros- 
common, Dungarvan, Dundalk, Tralee, 
Claremorris, Tuam, Ennis, Tullamore, 
Loughrea, and other places, in which 
damages were awarded tor malicious des- 
truction of property and injury to live 
stock ; whether he will state the number 
of these cases and the total amount 
awarded in damages; and whether in 


| any of these cases, and, if so, how many, 


Mr. BIRRELL: I have no informa- 
tion as to the payment of rent in this 
district, but I understand that differences 
exist between landlords and tenants as 
toterms of purchase. On 12th February 
a civil bill officer was serving processes | 
under police protection, when a number | 


the police have discovered the perpetrators 
of the outrages. 


Mr. BIRRELL : The number of cases 
in which compensation for malicious 
injury was awarded at the recent quarter 
sessions held at the places named was 
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twenty-nine, and the total amount of 
compensation awarded was £1,232. In 
three of the cases persons have been pro- 
ceeded against and are awaiting trial at 
the assizes. 


Mr. LUNDON (Limerick, E.): Is 
there no means by which Orangemen can 
be prevented maligning their countrymen 
in this way ! 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: How is_ it 
that there was so ridiculously small a 
number of persons brought to justice ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I can only give the 
information I have received, 

Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: Is it due to 
the supineness of the police ! 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) : 
Would it not be well to inquire into the 
number of offences of this character which 
occur in all parts of the country, England 
as well as Ireland ! 


Mr. BIRRELL: I quite agree that a 
comparision would not be unfavourable 
to the country which the hon. Gentleman 
represents. 


Mr. MOORE: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman consent to publish the Return 
of agrarian crime which his predecessor 
refused ? 


{No Answer was returned. ] 


Land Commission Staff. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether it is in contemplation to 
increase the number of examiners or 
assessors on the staff of the Land Com- 
mission, consequent upon the appointment 
of Mr. Justice Dodd as a third Judicial 
Commissioner. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The reply is in the 
affirmative as regards examiners, and in 
the negative as regard assessors. 


Claremorris Union Clerk. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that, in 
appointing a clerk to the union, the Clare- 
morris board of guardians have acted upon 
a resolution passed by the priests that all 
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candidates for the position must have a 
character from their parish priest; 
whether this resolution debarred all Pro- 
testants and some Nationalists ; whether 
he is aware that the proceedings of the 
board at the election were very dis- 
orderly ; and whether, in the circum. 
stances. the appointment will be approved 
by the Local Government Board. 


Mr. BIRRELL : I am informed that a 
resolution to the effect mentioned was 
passed by the local clergy, but was not 
adopted by the guardians, with whom the 
appointment of clerk of the union rests, 
In advertising for candidates, the 
guardians placed no restrictions of the 
nature suggested, and none of the applica- 
tions received were rejected from 
consideration. The Local Government 
Board are satisfied that the recent 
election of the clerk was regular and 
legal, and that the person elected is com- 
petent, and they have therefore sanctioned 
the appointment. 


Mr. MOORE: Was the resolution not 
adopted by the rural council 


Mr. BIRRELL : 


the guardians. 


I am concerned with 


Mr. MOORE: Surely the right hon. 
Gentleman knows that the rural council 
and the guardians are the same? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member is 
not entitled to give information. 


Tubbercurry Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. ODOWD (Sligo, 8.) : I beg to ask 
theChief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that the 
question of the reinstatement of John 
Quinn, an evicted tenant on the Gore 
Booth estate, situate in Lavagh, Tubber- 
curry, county Sligo, was by consent of all 
parties, landlord, evicted tenant, and new 
occupier left for settlement to the states 
Commissioners in 1905 ; whether Edward 
Layng, the present occupier, subscribed 
his name to adocument, witnessed by the 
Reverend B. J. Quinn, P.P., by which 
he, Layng, agreed to abide by the decision 
of the Estates Commissioners as arbi- 
trators in the case ; whether, as a result 
of their investigations, the Commissioners 
decided to give Mr. Layng a sum of £190 
as compensation, or its equivalent value 
in land ; whether he is aware that Layng 
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has refused this offer, although holding 
in a scheduled congested district, already, 
fifty-two Irish acres in Lisaneagh, forty 
in ‘Ballyara, and twenty in Ballygiass ; 
and whether, seeing that the buildings 
on the Lavagh farm were all erected by 
the evicted tenant John Quinn, and that 
Layng is not entitled to any compensa- 
tion, steps will be taken by the Estates 
Commissioners to reinstate Quinn and 
keep Layng up to his agreement. 


I beg also to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he is aware that two policemen are now, 
and have for two years past, been engaged 
in the work of herding the Quinn evicted 
farm, situate at Lavagh, ‘Tubbercurry, 
county Sligo; will he say whether these 
men are maintained at the public expense ; 
and whether, if the present occupier, 
Edward Layng, 


evicted tenant, the Government will now 
consider the advisability of withdrawing 
these policemen from the duty in which 
they are engaged. 


Mr. BIRRELL: Iam informed by the 
Inspector-General that it has been found 
necessary for some time past to afford 
protection by police patrols to Edward 
Layng, 
in question. <t is, however, quite 
incorrect to suggest that the police have 
acted as herds of the farm. As regards 
the first Question, the Estates Com- 
missioners understand that Layng has 
accepted their proposals for the settlement 
of the case, and that the evicted tenant 
will be restored forthwith. 


Reinstatement of Evicted Tenants. 
Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.): On behalf 


of the hon. Member for South Tipperary, | 


[ beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 


Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if it is to be | 
understood that a farmer, who possessed | 


more than one holding, but had been 
evicted from one because of a rack rent, 


though having a valuable interest in the | 


place because of the buildings and other 
improvements having been created by 
himself or his pr edecessors, is not to have | 
his claim for reinstatement recognised by 
the Estates Commissioners, especially | 
where the holding has been taken by a | 
professional grabber. 
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has broken his agreement, | 
by which he bound himself to abide by | 
the decision of the Estates Commissioners | 
in the matter of the reinstatement of the | 


the tenant of the evicted farm | 
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Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners inform me that they have not 
decided on the adoption of any general 
practice such as is mentioned in the 
Question. In dealing with each case 
which comes before them, they have 
regard to the particular circumstances of 
the case. 


Kilross Evicted Holding. 

Mr. DILLON: On behalf of the hon. 
Member for South Tipperary, I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he will state the 
reason why the Estates Commissioners 
have failed to purchase from Count 


Moore the evicted holding of Mrs. 
| Moroney, Kilross, Tipperary, and give 


the amounts demanded by the landlord 
and offered by the Estates Commissioners. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners upwards of a year ago 
informed the owner of the price they 
were prepared to advance for the 
purchase by the evicted tenant of her 
‘former holding, but up to the present 
'the owner has not agreed to accept that 
| price. It is not the practice of the Com- 
missioners to make any public statement 
as to the prices offered or demanded in 
such cases. 


Professional Grabbers. 

Mr. DILLON : On behalf of the hon. 
Member for South Tipperary, I beg to 
|ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that persons known as professional 
grabbers have taken evicted holdings, 
some before but the greater number since 
the passing of the Land Act of 1903, 
with the object of levying blackmail on 
the Estates Commissioners and evicted 
tenants by demanding compensation for 
their interests in such holdings ; whether 
he can give an approximate number of 
|those persons with the amounts de- 
manded ; and whether he will see that no 
public money shall be used for re- 
/munerating those who attempt to defeat 
‘the declared objects of the Land Act 
| regarding evicted tenants. 


| Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
| missioners inform me that they are not 
aware of any such practice as is referred 
to in the Question. If any specific case 


of the kind should be brought to their 
‘notice, they would inquire into it. 
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Mr. LONSDALE: Can the right 
hon. Gentleman state what is the 
interpretation of the term “ professional 
land grabber !” 

Mr. BIRRELL: No. I do not know. 

Dopping Estate, County Longford. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether any 
proposal has yet been made to or by the 
Estates Commissioners for the purchase 
of the Dopping estate at Derrycarsan, 
county Longford : and, if so, will care be 
taken to protect the interests of the 
evicted tenants on that property. 


Mr. BIRRELL: Proceedings for the 
sale of this estate have been instituted 
before the Estates Commissioners, who 
will pay due regard to the claims of the 
evicted tenants when they are dealing 
with the estate. 


Roberts Estate, Newtown Cashel. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether any negotia- 
tions have been entered into by the 
Estates Commissioners for the purchase 
of the Roberts estate at Newtown Cashel, 
county Longford. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- | 


sioners inform me that no proceedings 
have been instituted before them for the 
purchase of this estate. 


Churchtown Labourers Cottage Sites. 

Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
Local Government Board take sutticient 
precautions with regard to the selection 
of sites marked out for labourers cottages 
and plots of land; is the Board aware 
that at the last meeting of the Mallow 
District Council, held to consider repre- 
sentations under The Labourers’ Act, 
1906, the labourers complained that 
three sites marked out at Churchtown 
were unsuitable as being swampy bad 
land; whether the inspectors exercise 
proper care in the selection of these sites ; 
will the Board entertain an appeal made 
on behalf of these labourers ; and whether, 
with a view to the proper and economical 
working of an Act intended to improve 
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‘the condition of the rural workers of 
| Ireland, the Board will issue a circular to 
‘the several district councils asking that 
the utmost precautions should be taken 
in the selection of suitable sites and the 
erection of the cottages. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The selection of sites 
to be included in an improvement scheme 
rests with the rural district council, and 
not with the Local Government Board’s 
inspector, as the question supposes. 
When, however, a scheme has_ been 
framed, it is submitted to the inspector 
for approval and he rejects any sites 
which he finds to be unsuitable. The 
Local Government Board have already 
issued a circular to rural district councils 
giving full instructions for the guidance 
of the local committees appointed to 
select the sites. I have sent a copy of 
the circular to the hon. Member. 


Section 7, Irish Land Act, 1887. 

Mr. FLYNN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of [re- 
land whether he has been aware that, 
during the quarter ended 30th September, 
1906, 711 tenancies were determined in 
Ireland under Section 7 of The Land Act, 
1887, and 2,191 during the whole of the 
year 1906 ; and whether, in view of the 
recent land legislation involving the 
transfer of holdings from owner to 
occupier, the Government will consider 
the advisability of repealing a section 
under which so many occupiers are 
deprived of all legal rights under the 
Land Purchase and all other Land Acts 
from 1881 onwards. 


Mr. BIRRELL : The figures quoted in 
the Question are correctly taken from the 
' Returns presented to Parliament. I find 
that the hon. Member put a_ similar 
question on 20th March last,7 when my 
predecessor informed him of the reasons 
why the Government does not intend to 


propose the repeal of the section 
mentioned. The section provided a right 


of redemption which may be exercised 
within a period of six months, and upon 
such exercise all rights are restored to 
the tenant. Of the 2,191 persons served 
with eviction notices under Section 7 in 
1906, only 124, or about 5 per cent., were 
actually evicted. The Government are 
advised that a repeal of the section might 





* See (4) Debates, cliv., 228-9. 
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prove to be an injury rather than a benefit 
to the tenants, seeing that it might 
involve the actual eviction of tenants who, 
from some temporary cause, might be 
unable to pay their rents. 


Mr. FLYNN: Has not the hon. 
Member for South Tyrone, who was 
largely concerned in the passing of this 
section, long since expressed regret at his 
action ! 


Mr. LUNDON: Are there — not 
thousands of people in Ireland who do 
not know that they are evicted tenants— 
who were simply served with writs that 
allowed the redemption time to run out ? 


[No Answer was audible. ] 


Munster District Councils and the 
Labourers Acts. 

Mr. FLYNN: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land whether the Local Government 
Board has kept itself informed as to 
recent proceedings at district councils in 
Cork, Kerry, and other parts of Munster, 
in connection with representations under 
the new Labourers Act; whether he is 
aware that at many of the council 
meetings numbers of labourers, naturally 
anxious to secure cottages and suitable 
plots of land, have attended and a certain 
amount of confusion has marked the 
proceedings ; and whether the Board will 
communicate with the district councils 
suggesting that, where bodies of labourers 
have retained solicitors for the betcer 
presentation of their claims, the solicitors 
should be allowed to attend and plead, 
with a view to securing more regularity 
and greater despatch of business. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Local Govern- 
ment Board are aware of the circum- 
stances mentioned in the Question. The 
Board do not consider it desirable to 
make any such communication to rural 
district councils as the hon. Member 
suggests. In the Board’s opinion, it is 
for the councils themselves to determine 
whether labourers shall be allowed to 
attend in person when their applications 
lor cottages are being considered. 


Disturbances at a Quay, County 
are. 


Mr. MOORE: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
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land, if the district of New Quay, county 
Clare, has been, and still is, in a disturbed 
condition ; if Constable O’Shea has been 
prominent in bringing offenders to 
justice ; if the Rev. Mr. Newell, the parish 
priest and member of the local branch of 
the United Irish League, has stated 
publicly he will have Constable O’Shea 
transferred from the district; if com- 
munications have been received by the 
authorities from the Rev. Mr. Newell 
complaining of this constable and request- 
ing his removal ; if the constable will be 
transferred without public inquiry ; and 
what action he proposes to take. 


Mr. BIRRELL : I am informed by the 
police authorities that a year ago the 
district of New Quay was somewhat 
disturbed, but is now in a very quiet 
condition. Constable O'Shea has not 
been particularly prominent in bringing 
offenders to justice. So far as the police 
are aware, the Rey. Mr. Newell has not 
publicly stated that he would have the 
constable transferred. It is not the case 
that the reverend gentleman has requested 
the constable’s removal, but the man 
himself has asked to be transferred to 
another station, and the County Inspector 
intends to comply with his request. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
EK.) asked whether if a request was made 
for inquiry into the action of the police, 
the Chief Secretary would consider the 
advisability of granting it. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I will consider it. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: On a 
point of order, | wish to ask whether it 
is in order for damaging statements, such 
as that the district of New Quay, county 
Clare, is in a disturbed condition, to be 
made in the Question, when that state- 
ment has no foundation in. fact. 


Mr. MOORE: May I ask the right 
hon. Gentleman—— 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I had 
better answer the Question put to me. 
Whether a district is disturbed or not in 
any county in Ireland is very much a 
matter of opinion. The only person who 
can settle it is the Chief Secretary, and 
these Questions elicit facts from him which 
it is most desirable, no doubt, that the 
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House should have. I cannot take it 
upon myself to say that it is improper. 


Questions. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: May 
I ask whether it is in order for an hon. 
Member to put on the notice Paper ¢ 
question making an allegation of a dis- 
creditable character when there is no 
evidence for the statement whatever, 
according to the Chief Secretary. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: I do not see any- 
thing objectionable in the Question. The 
hon. Member might think the district is | 
disturbed. 





Mr. MOORE: May I ask the Chief | 
Secretary whether it has not been | 
declared by the Judge in his charge to | 
the Grand Jury this week that the whole 
of the county of Clare is in a disturbed 


condition ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member | 
should give notice of that Question. 


Mr. MOORE (who rose amid loud 
NATIONALIST cries of “ Order ”) : I should 
not have asked the Question had it not 
been for the statements of the hon. | 
Member for East Clare. 
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aware that any of the Inspectors have 
discountenanced evening schools. If any 
specific complaint to that effect should 
be made to them, they would have it 
investigated. 


Questions. 


Revaluation of Dublin. 

Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER (Liver- 
pool, Everton): I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether it is his intention to 
have a revision of the valuation of 
Dublin for the purpose of local taxation ; 
and whether the present valuation is 
understated by a sum of £250,000. 


Mr. BIRRELL: A revaluation of the 
city of Dublin is at present in progress, 
and until it has been completed it would 
not be possible to state whether the 
existing valuation is below the rateable 


| valuation as defined by Statute. 


Belfast Police Inquiry. 
CoLONEL McCALMONT (Antrim, E.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
Commission that was held in Belfast last 
June and July to inquire into certain 
alleged irregularities in connection with 


| the Royal Irish Constabulary in that city, 


_made any report to the Government ; did 


Mr WILLIAM REDMOND: There | 
is more disturbance in Armagh than in | 
the whole of the rest of Ireland. 


Evening Schools in Ireland. 


they make any suggestions or recom- 
mendations for the increased efficiency of 
the Belfast police ; if so, have such been 
carried out ; did they inquire into the 
allegations as to corrupt practices on the 


Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): I beg | part of the police, who were alleged to be 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-| in collusion with criminals ; were these 


| 


Lieutenant of Ireland what is the ex- 
planation given by the Commissioners of 


allegations substantiated or disproved ; 
were the suggestions as to partiality and 


National Education for the decrease in| partisanship on the part of the police 
the number of evening schools in Ireland | authorities in Belfast borne out by the 
during the last year; and if several | finding of the Commission ; and will the 


inspectors have discountenanced 
schools in their districts in every way | 
possible. | 


Mr. BIRRELL: Prior to 1900, there | 
were only twenty-one evening schools. 
In 1901 new rules were made giving in- 
creased remuneration for evening schools, 
and as a result the number increased to 
1036 in 1902. The present number is 
472. In the opinion of the Commis- 
sioners of National Education, the falling 


such | Report be laid upon the Table of the 


House. 


This Commission was 
instance of my pre- 
object of clearing up 
connected with the 


Mr. BIRRELL: 
appointed at the 
decessor with the 
certain matters 


_ organisation and discipline of the Belfast 


police force. In reply to a Question last 


| session, Mr. Bryce stated that the result 


of the inquiry was to show that there 
were no important or substantial grounds 


off is due to the fact that teachers/ for dissatisfaction in connection with the 
generally found the strain of evening 
teaching too much for them after their 
day’s work. The Commissioners are not 


| 
| 


organisation and discipline of the force. 
Mr. Bryce fully considered the question 
of laying the Report upon the Table of 
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the House, and decided that it was not 
necessary or desirable to present it. Ido 
not propose to reopen the Question. 


CoLONEL MCCALMONT : I wish to ask 
whether it is not most unfair and grossly 
unjust to the Royal Irish Constabulary 
that they should not have the same 
publicity given to the Report of the 
Commission as was given to the original 
allegation; and further is there any 
precedent for the Government’s suppres- 
sing the Report of such a Commission ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I think the Govern 
ment must take into consideration the 
character of the Report and how far its 
publicity would benefit the public. I have 
said in answer to the Question that the 
Report finds there is no important or sub- 
stantial grounds for dissatisfaction with 
the- discipline and organisation of the 
police force. I do not think it is deserv- 
ing of publicity. 


Mr. MOORE asked whether the 
charge made against the police was that 
they had been guilty of undue favouritism, 
and whether the Report found there was 
no foundation for that statement. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: Will the 
right hon, Gentleman inform us whether 
it is not the unanimous desire of the 
police to have the Report published ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: The police not having 
seen the Report I do not know that 
I should consider their wishes in the 
matter. The Government having con- 
sidered it, and desiring to be perfectly 
fair to the police, do not consider it in 
the public interests to publish it. 


Mr. SLOAN: I should like to ask 
whether it is intended to make any 
change in regard to the- Constabulary, 
and, if so, what, as the result of the 
Report. 

Mr. BIRRELL: The hon. Member 
must give me notice of that. 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH (Down, 8.) asked 
whether this Commission consisted of 
three gentlemen—one who held a Goy- 
ernment appointment, another who had 
just been given one, and a third who was 
looking for one; whether the Chief 
Secretary was aware that they made no 
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serious effort to investigate the material 
charges in regard to the police and did 
not make any effort to get the evidence 
of material witnesses ; and further that 
the findings of the Commission deserved 
no public confidence whatever. 


[No Answer was returned. } 


Out-Relief in the Clifden Union. 

Mr. O'MALLEY (Galway, Conne- 
mara): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if his 
attention has been called to a resolution 
of the Clifden Board of Guardians on the 
20th February, in which the guardians 
refer to the increased number of applica- 
tions for outdoor relief, and in which the 
guardians declare that, owing to the 
already excessively high rates pressing on 
a people universally poor, they are unable 
to grant all the deserving relief demanded ; 
and whether under these circumstances, 
steps will at once be taken to construct 
the pier in Clifden Harbour promised 
four years ago under the Marine Works. 
Act. 


Mr. BIRRELL: 1 have received the 
resolution referred to. The question of 
constructing a pier at Clifden under the 
Marine Works Act has, I find, been under 
consideration for some time past, and a 
plan of the proposed works has recently 
been sent to the Galway County Council 
for examination, in connection with the 
condition that they shall undertake 
certain ancillary works. 


Case of Mrs. Kate Scanlan. 

Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY (Limerick, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
he is aware that a widow lady, named 
Mrs. Kate Scanlan, tenant on the Blacker 
Douglas estate at Ballylongford, North 
Kerry, who was evicted from her farm, 
containing over 100 acres of land, owing 
to an administration suit brought against 
her by her brother-in-law, a Reverend 
Robert Scanlan, since deceased, and 
whose case is in the Chancery Division of 
the High Court of Justice in Ireland, was 
taken to gaol on the 18th instant for re- 
taking possession of her home, accom-- 
panied by four car loads of police and 
bailiffs ; whether he is aware that it was 
done on the application of a solicitor in 
Dublin, named Figgis, who purchased, for 
a small sum of money, the plaintiff's (her 
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brother-in-law’s) interest in the farm 
previous to his death; whether under 
these circumstances, he will take steps to 
see, as the sale of the estate is nearly 
completed and Figgis recognised by the 
Estates Commissioners as the tenant, that 
Mrs. Scanlan’s interest is safeguarded ; 
and whether he can say on whose 
authority the poliee took part in taking 
Mrs. Scanlan to prison. 


I beg also to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
if he can say whether an inspector of the 
Estates Commissioners inquired into the 
case of Mrs. Kate Scanlan, of Tulla- 
hennell, Ballylongford, county Kerry, 
evicted tenant on the Blacker Douglas 
estate, which has been sold under the 
Land Act of 1903; if so, will he say who 
he was, and what are his qualifications 
for the position, and what was the naiure 
of his Report to the Commissioners ; and 
whether he was fully aware of the cir- 
cumstances by which Mr. T. Frederick 
Figgis, solicitor, 67, Upper Sackville 
Street, Dublin, acquired the legal interest 
in the farm before he made it. 


I beg further to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he can say whether the Estates 
Commissioners, on the report of their 
inspector, have recognised Mr. T. 
Frederick Figgis, solicitor, 67, Sackville 
Street, Dublin, as the tenant entitled to 
purchase the farm on the Blacker Douglas 
estate, in North Kerry, over which he 
has been appointed receiver by the court 
in the administration suit pending in the 
Chancery Division of the High Court of 
Justice in Ireland, and from which he 
evicted Mrs. Kate Scanlan, who has been 
committed to prison for keeping posses- 
sion of the same ; and whether before the 
sale of this farm is completed, he will 
inquire fully into the matter, with the 
view to safeguarding Mrs. Scanlan’s 
interest in it. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Inspector-General 
of the Royal Irish Constabulary informs 
me that, on the requisition of the Sub- 
Sheriff for Kerry, four police, not four 
car loads of police, were supplied to 
protect him in executing a writ of the 
Court of Chancery for the committal of 
Mrs. Scanlan to gaol for contempt of court 
in taking illegal possession. The Estates 
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Commissioners have inquired into the 
question of reinstating Mrs. Scanlan, 
whose case certainly appears to be a very 
hard one, but they could not come to 
terms with Mr. Figgis who is in legal 
occupation. They will, however, consider 
Mrs, Seanlan’s application for a holding 
should they acquire untenanted land in 
the neighbourhood. The Commissioners 
understand that the tenant’s interest was 
put up for sale in an administration suit, 
and that Mr. Figgis bought it. An 
agreement for the purchase by Mr. Figgis 
of the holding under the Land Acts has 
recently been lodged with the Commis- 
sioners, together with other purchase 
agreements connected with the same 
estate. The Commissioners will consider 
the application for advances when the 
estate comes before them in its order of 
priority, but this cannot be for a con- 
siderable time. ‘the Commissioners 
obtained a full report on the case from 
one of their inspectors, but they do not 
think it desirable to publish the name of 
the inspector who acts in a particular 
case, or the contents of the report. ‘The 
Commissioners themselves are responsible 
for the action which they may take upon 
their inspectors’ reports. 


Irish Land Finance. 

Captain CRAIG (Down, E.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether, seeing 
that out of the applications for advances 
pending, amounting to £31,655,776, 
there are estates sufliciently advanced so 
far as title, etc., is concerned to absorb 
the £1,635,207 in the hands of the 
Estates Commissioners, he will say why 
this amount is not immediately paid out. 


Mr. BIRRELL : The Estates Commis- 
sioners inform me that advances are 
being made with as much rapidity as 
possible. The cases are dealt with in 
their order of priority, and the Commis- 
sioners make advances according as their 
requisitions in regard to title, security, 
survey, and such matters are complied 
with by the vendors. 


Captain CRAIG: Seeing that the 
Commissioners have £1,635,000 in hand, 
cannot steps be taken to give priority to 
those estates which are ready for settle- 
ment ! 
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Mr. BIRRELL: 


suggestion before the Estates Commis- 
sioners. 
promote a settlement. 


Mr. MOORE: Is the continued 
absence of Mr. Commissioner Bayley the 
cause of the delay. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise 
out of the Question on the Paper. 


Mr. Figgis’ Claim Against the Scanlan 
Estate. 

Mr. OSHAUGHNESSY: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that the Reverend Robert Scanlan, 
the administrator and one of the next-of- 
kin of the estate of Eugene Scanlan, 
deceased, assigned his interest in the 
estate shortly before his death, in the 
year 1902, to Mr. Figgis, of Dublin, his 
solicitor, fora sum of £50, and that Mr. 
Figgis continued the proceedings in the 
Chancery Division of the High Court of 
Justice in Ireland, and was appointed 
receiver over the estate, there being no 
defence to the suit ; whether he is aware 
that Mr. Figgis now wants £650 from 
Mrs. Scanlan for his interest before 
giving up his claim on the farm; and 
whether, as she did not defend the suit 
in court for want of means, he will 
ascertain in what way the sum of £650 
is ascertained previous to the purchase 
by Mr. Figgis of the farm from the land- 
lord under The Land Act, 1903. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am informed by 
the Registrar of the Chancery Division 
that the administration suit in question 
was instituted in 1899, and that on the 
death of the plaintiff in 1906, an order 
was made by the Court for the continu- 
ance of the proceedings in the name of 
Mr. Figgis, who had acted. as solicitor to 
the plaintiff. The Court had no 
cognisance of the alleged dealings 
between Mr. Figgis and the original 
plaintiff. I am not aware that Mr. 
Figgis has made the demand referred to 
in the Question. If his conduct as a 
solicitor is impugned, the proper course 
would be to lodge a complaint with the 
Incorporated Law Society who would 
investigate it. The Estates Commis- 
sioners will consider all matters which 
they have power to deal with, when Mr. 
Figgis’ application comes before them. 
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I am as anxious as anybody to 
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Mr. OSHAUGHNESSY : 
the sum of £650 made up ? 


How is 


Mr. BIRRELL said he did not think 
it was part of the duty of the Commis- 
sioners to go into that. 


Mr. O'SHAUGHNESSY: Was the 


inspector who inquired into this claim a 


competent man to deal with it? Will 
the right hon. Gentleman convince me of 
that ? What were his qualifications ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The right hon. 
Gentleman cannot be expected to answer 
that to-day. 


Alleged Dynamite Outrage at Cloghroe. 

Captain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he has ascertained the par- 
ticulars of the dynamite outrage per- 
petrated near Cloghroe, in the Parlia- 
mentary division of Mid Cork ; and, if 
so, will he state whether the perpetrators 
have been brought to justice. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The police authorities 
inform me that this case is still under 
investigation, and that being so, it is not 
desirable to make any public statement 
regarding it at present. The police have 
not made any arrest in connection with 
the matter. 


Mr. FLYNN: Is there any foundation 
for the statement that this thing ever 
occurred ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: That is part of the 


inquiry. 


Kilnamartyra Disturbances. 

Captain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that 
shortly before daybreak on the 27th 
February last a body of men numbering 
about 500 made a determined attack on 
the county sub-sheriff of Cork, a party of 
bailiffs, and Royal Irish Constabulary, on 
the estate at Kilnamartyra, between 
Macroom and Ballyvourney, county 
Cork; and whether any persons have 
been brought to justice in connection 
with the outrage. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am informed that 
the facts are as stated, save that the 
attacking party consisted of about fifty, 
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not 500, persons. The police were unable 
to bring any persons to justice, as, owing 
to the darkness, no one was identified. 


Questions, 


Attacks on Irish Postmen. 

Carrain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he can state the number 
and particulars of outrages on Post Office 
servants reported to the police authorities 
in Ireland during the year ending 28th 
February last, the counties in which they 
occurred, and in what instances the 
perpetrators were brought to justice. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The police author- 
ities inform me that during the period 
mentioned there were four cases of the 
nature referred to. They are the cases 
mentioned in the (Juestions of the hon. 
Member for Mid Armagh which I have 
now answered.t In one of the cases 
proceedings have been instituted against 
fifteen persons. 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH (Down, §S.): 
How many Post Office servants were 
injured in England in the same period ? 


[No Answer was returned. | 


County Down and the Labourers Act 

Captain CRAIG: I beg to ask the 
‘Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland, whether the calculations in 
respect of the current financial year, 
necessary to enable him to furnish the 
amount of Exchequer Grant which will 
be available for county Down under the 
Labourers Act of 1906, will be completed 
by Ist April. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Local Govern- 
ment Board anticipate that the calcula- 
tion of the amount of the Exchequer 
Grant available for county Down will 
be completed by Ist April. 


Mansfield Estate Dispute. 

Mr. C. MACVEIGH (Donegal, E.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
attention of the Estates Commissioners 
has been called to the case of George 
Diver, a tenant on the Mansfield estate, 
near Killygordon, county Donegal, who 
has been deprived by the landlord of a 
portion of his holding ; and whether he 





fT See Col. 796. 





{COMMONS} 

















Questions. 816 


will direct an inspector to be sent down 
to inquire into the nature of the tenancy 
of the late John Diver, the present 
tenant’s father, the rent that was paid by 
him, and the date that two separate rents 
were joined in one receipt, with a view 
to George Diver getting back the portion 
that has been taken away from him, 
before the Commissioners sanction the 
sale of the estate, the purchase agree- 
ments of which have been signed. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners will have this matter inquired 
into by their inspector, who is about to 
visit the estate. 


Antrim and the Labourers Act. 

Mr. CHARLES CRAIG : I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether the Exchequer 
Grant to county Antrim, for the purposes 
of the Labourers Acts, of £2,400 per 
annum has, by the Labourers’ Act of last 
session, been reduced to £392 per annum ; 
and, if so, whether the difference between 
these two sums will now have to be borne 
by the ratepayers. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The fact is as stated. 
The difference between the two sums 
must, of course, be borne by the rate- 
payers, in so far as it is not met by the 
rents on the cottages. Against this the 
ratepayers have the set off given by the 
improved terms for loans under the new 
Act. Even if the entire £2,000 should 
fall upon the rates, they would only be 
affected to the extent of five-sixths ofa 
penny in the pound. 


Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, 8.) : Is it 
not the fact that the authorities in county 
Antrim have refused to put the Labourers 
Act in force ? 


[No Answer was returned. | 


Lord Clanricarde’s Estate. 

Mr. STANLEY WILSON (Yorkshire, 
E.R. Holderness): I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether, since his accession to 
the office of Chief Secretary, his attention 
has been drawn to the intimidation which 
exists in and around the town of 
Loughrea ; whether he will call for a 
special Report from the county inspector 
of Galway on the condition of the 
Loughrea district ; and whether he will 








res 
re] 
th: 
cOl 


th 
vic 
inc 
En 
ne 








wn 
Icy 
ant 
by 
nts 
ew 
ion 
im, 
the 
ee- 


m- 
‘ed 
to 


ld 


on 
ch 
of 


or 


he 











817 Questions. 


lay such Report upon the Table of this 
House. 


Mr. DUFFY (Galway, S.) asked 
whether the property around Loughrea 
was not owned by Lord Clanricarde, who 
refused to reply to the memorial 
forwarded to him by his tenants ; whether 
at the last sessions several of his tenants 
did not appear in Court and satisfy the 
Judge that they paid rent ranging from 
two to one and a half years in the last 
eight months ; and whether the Chief 
Secretary would request the county 
inspector to give particulars in his next 


Report. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The police authori- 
ties have kept me fully informed of the 
condition of the Loughrea district. It 
would not be in accordance with practice 
to lay upon the Table of the House the 
police reports, which are made for the 
information of the Executive Government. 
The police are taking all possible 
measures for the preservation of the 
peace. In answer to the hon. Member 
tor Galway, some of his statements are 
facts within common knowledge. Every- 
one is generally aware that this estate is 
Lord Clanricarde’s, and that much of the 
disturbance and disloyalty there existing 


are due to the unfortunate relations 
between him and his tenants. 
Mr. CHARLES CRAIG inquired 


whether, in view of the persistent charges 
of lawlessness in Galway and of the 
denials by hon. Gentlemen below the 
gangway and the constant denials by the 
Chief Secretary, the Government would 
not grant an inquiry into the state of 
Galway. 


Mr. BIRRELL said he must take the 
responsibility of dealing with the police 
reports received, and he was satisfied 
that their publication would not produce 
concord in Ireland. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: In view 
of the repeated attempts to misrepresent 
the condition of Ireland with regard to 
violence, will the right hon. Gentieman 
inquire into the condition of crime in 
England and particularly in the Holder- 
ness Division ? 


Caprain CRAIG: At whose expense ? 
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*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 


is not entitled to put a question to 
another hon. Member. 


Kenmare Rent Appeals. 

Mr BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): 1 beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that about a dozen tenants in the 
Kenmare Rural District, who had rents 
fixed over three years ago and then 
lodged appeals, were notified, about six 
weeks ago, that their appeals would be 
heard at Killarney on 26th February, 
and that their names appeared in the list 
for that sitting ; whether he is aware 
that a second list was issued, about a 
fortnight ago, which did not contain 
their names, and that they were notified 
that their cases would not be heard ; and 
whether, in view of the fact that in some 
of these cases sales are pending, and that, 
unless their appeals are heard, they will 
have to purchase on the basis of the old 
rents, he will state why their names were 
struck out; and when will the Commis- 
sion sit again to hear these cases. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Land Commis- 
sion inform me that the facts are as 
stated in the Question. The preliminary 
list contained a notice that the final list 
would include as many of the cases as the 
Judicial Commissioner considered could 
be heard during the sitting. It was 
found impossible to hear all the cases 
included in the preliminary list. The 
excluded cases will be heard at the next 
sitting at Killarney in July. 


River Feale Fishery Regulations. 

Mr. OSHAUGHNESSY: I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether, having 
regard to the fact that the fishing season 
does not commence in the River Feale, 
in the county of Limerick, until the Ist 
May, notwithstandiog the fact that the 
river is full of spring fish, in consequence 
of which regulation the three best months 
of the year for fishing have passed by, he 
will take steps at an early date to intro- 
duce legislation with the view to 
empowering a local representative body 
to alter this and other grievances of the 
kind, with the view to encouraging love 
of sport. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am afraid that I 
cannot add anything to the reply which 
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I gave to the hon. Member’s Question on 
this subject on 27th February. 


Questions. 


Dublin School of Art. 

Mr. GWYNN (Galway) : [ beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland for what reason the 
appointment of a headmaster for the 
Dublin School of Art has been deferred 
for a period of two years; for what 
reason no successor has been appointed 
to the late headmistress of the same 
school, whose employment ceased four 
years ago; why, if no suitable candi- 
dates were discoverable for a permanent 
appointment, temporary appointments 
could not be made in order to give 
proper training to the present body of 
art students; and what has been done 
with the money saved by leaving the 
school for four years without a head- 
mistress, and for two years without 
either headmistress or headmaster. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The appointments in 
question have been suspended in view 
of the fact that a Committee was 
appointed to inquire into the Metro- 
politan School of Art and the Royal 
Hibernian Academy. The Report of 
the Committee has only recently been 
received, and its recommendations are 
now under consideration. While the 
offices have been in abeyance, temporary 
teachers have been appointed and paid 
from the sums available for the salaries 
of such offices. Any unexpended balance 
of these salaries is surrendered to the 
Exchequer. 


Irish Telephone Service. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : 
I beg to ask the Postmaster - General 
whether any progress has heen made with 
the plan proposed by his predecessor in 
office to give a telephone service to towns 
on the main railway lines of Ireland ; and, 
if not, when such arrangements are likely 
to be made. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: I think 
the hon. Member is unde a misapprehen- 
sion in supposing that any general plan 
was proposed by my predecessor for 
giving a telephone service to towns on 
main lines of railways in Ireland. I have, 
however, been giving careful attention to 
all proposals for the extension of the 
telephone service in Ireland, and Post 
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Office exchanges have recently been 
opened, or are under construction, 
in Armagh, Castle Bellingham, Cooks- 
town, Dungannon, Enniskillen, Killarney, 
Omagh, KRandalstown, and _ Skerries 
(county Dublin). Extensions of the Post 
Office trunk line system have also been 
made to serve exchanges of the National 
Telephone Company in Cahir, Clonmel 
and Tralee. 


Drumlish Postal Arrangements. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Postmaster-General whether he still 
refuses to allow the postman who brings 
the mid-day letters to Drumlish to remain 
for one hour per diem there pending the 
writing and despatching of replies to 
letters on the English mail. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : I fear I can 
only repeat the Answer I gave the hon. 
Member in November last. The loss on 
the present service is already so heavy 
that further expenditure would not be 
justified under existing conditions. 


Glencuthane Postal Arrangements. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 5.): I beg to 
ask the Postmaster-General whether he is 
aware that there is only one delivery of 
letters in the week in the Glencuthane dis- 
trict, near Kilorglin, and that incon- 
venience is thereby caused ; and will he 
have inquiries made with a view to 
establishing adelivery in this district on 
three days in the week. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : I have called 
for a report on this subject, and on its 
receipt [ will send the hon. Member a 
reply. 


Postal Holidays in Belfast. 

Mr. SLOAN: I beg to ask the Post- 
master-General whether, in view of the 
fact that certain sub-oftices in Ireland are 
allowed to close on 17th March, Bank 
Holiday, he will extend the privilege to 
Belfast. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: On the 
17th instant the usual Sunday hours will 
be observed at all offices in Ireland. On 
the 18th in places where St. Patrick’s 
Day is kept as a business holiday post 
oftices will be allowed to close as on other 
Bank Holidays, but in Belfast the day is 
not kept as a business holiday and the 
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usual postal facilities will necessarily have 
to be afforded to the public. 


Small Landholders (Scotland) Bill. 

Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) : I beg to 
ask the Prime Minister whether he can 
now say when the Small Landholders | 
(Scotland) Bill will be introduced. 


Tue PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST | 
LORD or THE TREASURY (Sir H.! 
(AMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): | 
J am afraid that I cannot yet fix a 
time. 


Religious Instruction in Elementary 
chools. 


Mr. PARTINGTON (Derbyshire, High 
Peak) : I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
whether he is prepared to suggest a 
conference of representatives of the 
Protestant Churches in England and 
Wales with a view to their framing a 
syllabus of religious instruction for all 
elementary schools under their manage- 
ment, 


Sirk H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
No, Sir, I think not. The Protestant 
Churches in England and Wales are, of 
course, perfectly free to meet and take 
counsel together and endeavour to arrive 
at an understanding. But I think my 
hon. friend will see that it hardly comes 
within my province to take any initi- 
ative in the convening of such an 
assembly. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of 
London): Perhaps the Prime Minister 
will give the House some information 
with regard to the course of business in 
the immediate future ? 


Sik H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
stated that to-thorrow the business would 
he Navy Estimates, Vote A and Votes 1 
and 10. On Monday next the Civil 
Service Vote on Account would be taken, 
the vote for the Colonial Office being 
first. 

NEW BILLS. 
SCHOOL BOARDS CONFERENCES 
(SCOTLAND) BILL. 
_“To provide for expenses incurred 
in School Boards in Scotland in relation 
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to School Board Conferences,” presented 
by Mr. Eugene Wason; supported by 
Mr. Cochrane, Mr. Crombie, Mr. Dalziel, 
Mr. Mitchell-Thomson, and Mr. Younger ; 
to be read a second time upon Monday 


18th March, and to be printed. [Bill 97.| 


OUTDOOR RELIEF (PENSIONERS) BILL. 
“To place Naval, Army, and Civil 
Pensioners in the same position as mem- 
bers of Friendly Societies, in respect of 
Outdoor Relief,” presented by Mr. Ram- 
say Macdonald; supported by Mr. 
Arthur Henderson, Mr. Shackleton, Mr. 
Richards, Mr. Jenkins, and Mr. Crooks ; 
to be read a second time upon Thursda 
21st March, and to be printed. [Bill 98. ] 


PURCHASE OF LAND (ENGLAND AND 
WALES) BILL. 

*Mr. JESSE COLLINGS (Birming- 
ham, Bordesley) in asking leave to 
introduce the Purchase of Land (England 
and Wales) Bill, apologised for taking 
advantage of the ten minutes rule. He did 
so, however, firstly, because he considered 
the Bill to be more important and more 
urgent than any other measure before 
Parliament, and secondly, although it 
was a political measure in the old and 
true sense of the word—that was, refer- 
ring to general economic conditions and 
general conditions of prosperity,—it was 
not a political measure in the Party sense 
of the term. The object of the Bill was 
to restore in this country the two classes 
of cultivators that used to exist, 
namely, the yeoman farmer and the 
peasant proprietor. These two ‘classes 
were responsible, almost wholly, for 
the making of England and our great 
Empire. Besides that, he believed that 
the operation of the Bill would gradually, 
but surely, solve those distressing problems 
in our midst which were occupying the 
thoughts of every serious man; the 
problem of the unemployed, the slum 
problem, and the destitution in the 
country. They were endeavouring to 
solve the problems by palliative measures 
and especially by charity. But such 
measures and the so-called charity were 
gradually and surely sapping the inde- 
pendence and manhood of the people. 
He believed the provisions of the Bill 
were calculated to stem the depopulation 
of our country sides. According to the 
last census only 23 per cent. of our popu- 
lation was found in the rural districts. 


2F 
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If they deducted the resident popula- 
tion, the manufacturers in the rural 
districts, the vast number of men engaged 
in and connected with sport, they would 
find that the residue of those actually 
engaged in agriculture to be very small 
indeed. There was nothing approaching 
such a minimum in any other country 
in Europe. They might talk about our 
trade and commerce, our riches and our 
luxuries, but he ventured to say, without 
fear of contradiction, that no nation, 
either now or in the past—the ancient 
past—ever remained long in the front 
rank after agriculture had been ruined and 
had decayed. But on that great industry 
and the numerous rural population con- 
sequent upon its prosperity, must depend 
always the fighting power, the resisting 
power, the physical health and permanent 
prosperity of the nation. Under the 
present conditions their Army Bills would 
fail. Another result of the operation of 
this measure would be the gradual build- 
ing up of, and ultimately a vast addition 
to our food supply. We were the only 
nation in Europe which depended for 
its daily bread upon over-sea_ supplies. 
The right hon. Gentleman the Minister 
for War a short time ago said that we 
were an island fortress. That was a 
figurative expression, hut one which was 
true. We were a fortress of 40,000,000 
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a | 
of people and a fortress which was un- | 


victualled. They all knew the ultimate 
fate of fortresses which were in that con- 
dition. We spent millions on our Army 
and Navy and optimistic persons like the 
right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
the Forest of Dean declared that the 
Navy would effectively protect our grain- 
laden ships. Under that head he would 
suggest that the right hon. Gentleman and 
the Prime Minister and the Leader of the 
Opposition should form themselves into 
a deputation, and go into the City and 
ask the body of underwriters whether 
they would insure vessels under such 
conditions. The reply would be that 
they would not insure at all, or only upon 
such terms as would raise the price of 
food in this country to famine rates. 
Under such conditions the working 
classes of this country and the poorer 
classes who, with their wives and families, 
would have to bear the brunt of suffering 
and starvation, would demand, and 
rightly demand, that peace should he 
made at any price, or on any condi- 
lions, no matter how humiliating. 
Mr. Jesse Collings. 


| told them whether 
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His own opinion, and it was backed 
up by a number of admirals of this 
country, was that we could not carry on 
war for six months with any first class 
European Power. There were abundant 
other arguments, economic and social, in 
favour of his measure. He regretted that 
it was not in better hands than his own, 
He could wish that someone more respon- 
sible, either on his own side of the House 
or on the other side, would adopt the 
policy and speak of it with an authority 
which naturally he did not himself 
possess. He hoped at any rate that when 
the Bill came up for “econd Reading the 
Prime Minister would see his way to treat 
the matter, not as a Party question, but 
as a question of high politics, affecting 
the welfare of every man, woman, and 
child in the country. If the right hon. 
Gentleman would do that, he was quite 
sure that it would be supported by the 
great bulk of Members of the House, 
He begged to move. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“ That leave be given to bring in a Bill 
to provide facilities for the sale of land 
to occupying tenants ; and to extend the 
system of peasant proprietary in England 
and Wales.”—(Mr. Jesse Collings.) 


*Mr. J. RAMSAY MACDONALD 
(Leicester) said it was customary when 
introducing a Bill under the ten minutes 
rule to give the House some information 
as to the nature and scope of the 
measure. So faras the Labour Members 
were concerned they would do everything 
they could to solve the unemployed 
problem, put the people back on the land, 
empty the slums, and transfer the 
population from the city to the soil from 
which they ought never to have been 
divorced. He was not quite sure 
whether they could support this Bill or 
not. If the right hon. Gentleman had 
under his Bill the 
State was going to assist by providing 
funds for putting the machinery of the 
3ill into operation they would have been 
in a better position either to oppose or 
to acquiesce in its introduction. If 
the Bill proposed merely to re-establish 
peasant pro; rietors and yeoman farmers 
under the same economic conditions 
as they occupied before they were 
de-troyed, his Party would oppose it. 
Any such propo:al would be flying in 





















AR} 


M 
“ TI 
ceed 
to d 
cour 
ing 
Add 
follo 








824 


cked 
this 
'y on 
class 
dant 
ul, in 
that 
own. 
spon- 
Louse 
; the 
ority 
mself 
when 
x the 
treat 
1, but 
cting 
, and 
hon, 
quite 
y the 
[ouse, 


sed, 
a Bill 
and 
id the 
gland 


YALD 
when 
inutes 
nation 
f the 
mbers 
ything 
ployed 
» land, 
r the 
] from 
» been 
sure 
Bill or 
n_ had 
ill the 
viding 
of the 
e been 
jose or 
n. 
tablish 
armers 
ditions 
were 
082 it. 
ing in 











825 Army (Supplementary) {6 Marcu 1907} Estimate, 1906-7. 826 
the face of nature. The peasant pro- | £ 
prietor and the yeoman farmer of the Vote 5. Volunteer Corps, Pay, 

old conditions could not possibly fight | Allowance, &e. 439,000 
against the great economic forces inimical ,, 12. Miscellaneous Effec- 

to them which now existed. As they | tive Services. 20,000 
were exceedingly anxious that the House _ 
should face the very serious problem | 459,000 
which the private property in land had Less Surpluses on other Votes - 458,900 
presented to the country, they were ———— 
inclined to offer opposition even to the 100” 
introduction of the Bill. He did not re 


think, however, that this was a case 


when the introduction of a Bill should | 
| purpose of this token Vote for £100 was 


be opposed. But if it was seen when 
the Bill was printed that it sought to 
reestablish a state of things which be- 
longed to the historic past, they would, 
if any further stage were reached, offer it 
every Opposition they could. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill ordered to be brought in by Mr. 
Jesse Collings, Sir John Kennaway, Mr. 
Herbert Roberts, Colonel Kenyon-Slaney, 


Colonel Lockwood, Sir Frederick Carne | 


Rasch, Mr. Courthope, Sir Berkeley 
Sheffield, and Mr. Ernest Gardiner. 


PURCHASE OF LAND (ENGLAND AND 
WALES) BILL. 


“To provide facilities for the sale of 


land to occupying tenants ; and to extend | 
the system of peasant proprietary in, +7 | 
position to understand the source from 


England and Wales,” presented accord- 


ingly, and read the first time ; to be read | 


asecond time upon Wednesday next, and 
tobe printed. [Bill 99.] 


SUPPLY. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee.) 


[Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair. ] 


ARMY (SUPPLEMENTARY) ESTIMATE, 
1906-7. 

Motion made, and Question proposed, 

“That a Supplementary sum, not ex- 


ceeding £100, be granted to His Majesty, 


to defray the Charge which will come in 


course of payment during the year end- 
ing on the 31st day of March, 1907, for | 


Additional Expenditure in respect of the 
following Army Services, viz. :— 


| pensation. 
preliminary sum at once, and to make 
/an estimate of the rest. 


Mr. I1ALDANE (Haddington) said the 


to obtain the authority of the Committee 
to the expenditure out of the surplus this 
year of £459,000, which was wanted for 
two purposes, the relief of certain of the 
Volunteer corps from financial liability, 
and the provision of compensation for 
those who had suffered. damage from the 
Woolwich explosion. Taking first the 
last item, which was the smaller, the Com- 


emittee knew that there occurred the other 


day a most unfortunate explosion at 
Woolwich whereby much damage was 
done. The Government were not 
actually liable for ‘such damage, but 
they thought it right to provide com- 
They undertook to find a 


The estimate 
had resulted in £15,000 required for 
Woolwich, and £5,000 for other places. 
The Committee would be in a better 


which the larger sum of £439,000 came 
when it got the Appropriation Account. 
These sources were at present under the 
investigation of the Public Accounts 
Committee and would be included in the 


_ Appropriation Accounts. The need arose, 


no doubt, partly from the reductions in 
personnel made in the summer. They 
proposed to apply this sum in transfer- 
ring to the War Office from the Public 
Works Loans Commissioners certain debts 
which were owed to them. Those debts 
had arisen in this way. Volunteer corps 
when they wanted to get a drill- 
hall borrowed a part of the money 
required. A careful inquiry was made 
as to the security, which was_ two- 
fold—first the hall, and _— secondly 
the capitation grant which came to 
the corps. On those two assets a mort- 
gage was granted by the Public Works 
Loans Commissioners. There were 200 
or 300 of these mortgages, which were 
more or less paid off. The total not paid 


2¥2 


827 


off was £439,000. If the units to which 
the halls belonged came into the new 
territorial second line it would be only 
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| 


right that they should relieve the corps | 


of the responsibility of the debts. 
They did not propose to prejudge any- 
thing at this moment, as the corps might 


not come in, in which case they remained | 


as they were. 
would be very inconvenient to put the 
additional large sum necessary on the 
Estimates when the time came, when no 
doubt there might be other things to 
provide for. 
surplus this year they thought it right to 
deal with a part of itin this fashion. The 
Committee might remember that in 1896 
and 1897 the capitation grant was fore- 
stalled out of the surplus of the preceding 
year. He did not say that that was a 
precedent which ought to be extended, 
hut there were occasions under which it 


seemed legitimate that these funds, 
representing savings out of the 


Estimates, should be used in that way. 


But, if they came in, it | 


Therefore, having a large | 


Estimate, 1906-7. 


tion that the great Army schome 
expounded by the Seeretary for War was 
going through. He observed that there 
were no representatives of the Treasury 
present. 


Mr. HALDANE said the matter had 
been carefully settled between the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and himself, 
and had the full approval of the Treasnry, 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 
th? right hon. Gentleman could not of 
course produce such an Estimate unless 
that were the case, bat he complained 
none the less of the absence of the 
Treasury representatives when an Esti. 
mate of this remarkable character was 
presented. Still more, he thought they 
ought to be present when he called to 
mind the constant attacks upon Suvple- 
mentary Estimates of anv kind made by 


ithe Party opposite when they were in 


The money that had been spent, he might | 


point out, was not money spent in aid of 
revenue account. They proposed to pay 


over the money to the Public Works | 


Loans Commissioners and to ask them to 
stand as trustees of thedebts. The debts 
would now belong to the War Office, but 
none the less there was a certain part of the 
debts for which the State had borrowed 
money which must be paid off in the 
ordinary course under this arrangement, 
exactly as they were being paid off at 
present. They had reduced the Estimates 
this year by an annual sum of £28,000, 
in view of this Estimate going through, 
that sum representing sinking fund and 
interest, which the War Office would now 
pay to themselves as the owners of the 
debt. That was the sum and substance 
of the proposal. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN 
(Worcestershire , E.) said that with regard 
to the second part of the Estimate, the con- 
tribution in aid of those who suffered by 
the explosion at Woolwich, he had nothing 
to say, but that it was eminently a proper 
charge to ask Parliament to undertake, 
and that a Supplementary Estimate was 
the proper machinery. But to treat the 
whole of the sum involved as a Supplemen- 
tary Estimate was really almost an abuse 
of words. It was not a Supplementary 
Estimate in the ordinary sense ; it was a 
new Vote for an entirely new scrvice, 


Mr. Haldune. 


Opposition During the time he was 
Financial Secreta: y and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer there was no more constant 
complaint than that Supplementary 
Estimates for unnecessarily large sams 
for services — which 


were presented 
it was said ought to have been 


| provided for in the ordinary expenidi- 


| 
| ture 





of the year. Unless he was 
much mistaken, the Financial Secretary 
to the War Office was one of the critics. 
The Financial Secretary to the Treasury 
and the Minister for Education also 
had frequently insisted upon that view, 
Those Gentlemen were now in office. 
During the whole time he was connected 
with the Treasury there never was a 
Supplementary Estimate presented to the 
House for which there was so little justi- 
fication as the one for which these purists 


‘in finance made themselves responsible 


the moment they came into office. Why 
was it? The Secretary of State for War 
had explained most ingenuously. He 
happened to have money. He asked 
Parliament to vote a certain number of 
men, then he reduced the number Par- 
liament had voted, and having thus 
secured a considerable saving he said it 
was more convenient to him and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to spend it 
now than to have to produce it at the 
proper time when they knew what they 
were going to do with it, and when they 
could explain how it was going to be 
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ysed. The right hon. Gentleman stated 
that he could hardly explain how he was to 
get the money, and he invited the Com- 
mittee to discussit when they had the Ap- 
propriation Accounts and the Report of the 
Public Accounts Committee. Would 
there be an opportunity this session for 
discussing the Report of that Committee ? 
They had no opportunity last year, and 
he hoped that the invitation which the 
right hon. Gentleman had given meant 
that there would be an opportunity this 
circum- 





year. What under ordinary 

stances happened was that such savings 
formed part of the realised surplus 
of the vear, and as such would 


pass into the sinking fund, and could 
only be applied to the reduction of 
Debt. There was no subject on which right 
hon. and hon. Gentlemen opposite had 
waxed more elogeunt than the magnitude 
of the Debt and the wickedness of turning 
away from its reduction sums that could 
be used for that purpose. In the earlier 
part of this session an hon. Gentleman 
below the gangway asked that a portion 
of the surplus should be devoted to old 
age pensions. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer said that the hon. Member 
was under an entire misapprehension as to 
the nature of the surplus, that it was sacred 
to the redemption of Debt, and that as 
long as he held the office of Chancellor of 
the Exchequer he would not be a partv to 
using any portion of it for any other 
purpose. Here they had about £500,000 
of money taken away from the redemp- 
tion of Debt. It would have been 
part of the realised surplus if the Secre- 
tary of State for War had not now 
pocketed it. 


Mr. HALDANE was understood to 


say that it did wipe away Debt. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 
it did not. It was taken away from the 
redemption of Debt. It was seized by 
the right hon. Gentleman before it could 
get into the sinking fund, and the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer was a party to the 
transection fora purpose which he would 
shortly explain. What the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had refused stalwartly 
to do for the purpose of giving old-age 
pensions it was proposed to do for the pur- 
pose of relieving the Army Estimates 
in future years. The Secretary of State 
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for War said, “‘ We have the money, and 
it is more convenient to use it than to 
have to raise it at another time when 
it might cause us greater difficulty.” 
The right hon. Gentleman had no occa- 
sion to raise it now. The real expendi- 
(ure would only come in later years, and 
it was contingent on the carrying out 
of the scheme which had not yet been 
discussed in its many stages in this 
House. He stated that the sinking 
fund for that debt would continue to be 
paid hereafter as it had been hitherto, 
but that instead of paying it to the 
Public Works Loans Commissioners, he 
would pay it to himself. That being so 
the right hon. Gentleman could no say 
that this half million of money went to 
the redemption of Debt. If it was for 
the purpose of paying off the Public 
Works Loan Commissioners, let the Debt 
be wiped out once and for all. If there 
was money to pay o! the Debt, a sinking 
fund, continuing over a term of years, 
was not needed. Le* them pay it off and 
have done with it. 


Mr. HALDANE: Why ? 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 
that if they had the money available it 
was surely sounder finance, and more 
economical to pay off Debt than to keep 
it running, paying not only to a sinking 
fund but interest year by year. The 
right hon. Gentleman could not have it 
both ways. He could either redeem 
the Debt, in which case there would be no 
charge in future years, or he could keep 
the debt running as he proposed to do. 
What the right hon. Gentleman was 
doing was to redeem the Debt so far as 
the original lenders were concerned, 
and to take it himself in order that he 
might have an annuity of £27,000 a year 
in relief of War Office Estimates. 
That was bad finance. There was no 
justification for it, especially when the 
proposal came from right hon. and hon. 
Gentlemen on the Government Benches, 
remembering the language they had used 
when in Opposition and the language 
used the other day by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. The transaction was 
doubly bad because of the form in 
which it was brought in. The Estimate 
was in fact for the carrying out of the 
right hon. Gentleman’s new scheme for a 
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Territorial Army, and therefore it raised 
the whole question of the scheme of Army 
organ'sa‘ion. He did not propose to go 
into the whole of that scheme, but he 
wanted to take that opportunity, the 
earliest he had had, of entering a protest 
against a very important detail of it. 
When the Secretary of State for War was 
explaining the proposal in regard to county 
associations, to whom, he hoped, these 
buildings would eventually be transferred, 
he himself asked what would be the posi- 
tion of the great county boroughs like Bir- 
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involved, and the Secretary of State has 
told us that it does not involve them. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 
he accepted the ruling. It was im. 
possible to discuss the Vote on its merits 
apart from the financial objection which 
he had raised. The Secretary of State 
was to be a sort of half-way house in 
which this fund was to find repose until 
it was transferred to a new purpose. 


*TuE CHAIRMAN : I have explained 





mingham, and the right hon. Gentleman | to the right hon. Gentleman that even 
was good enough to state that it was | admitting all that he has said, it would 
his intention to unite those county | not raise the question of the constitution 
boroughs with the counties and put | of the county associations. 


them under the county associations. He 
begged the right hon. Gentleman to 
reconsider that. He begged him to do so 
in the interest of his scheme. He ven- 
tured to say that in the case of Bir- 
mingham—— 


*THeE CHAIRMAN: I do not see how 


the right hon. Gentleman can discuss 
this matter on the Supplementary 
Estimate. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said | 


the right hon. Gentleman had explained 
that he was taking over this debt from 
the Public Works Loans Commissioners 
in order later to be able to transfer it 
to the county associations which he 
proposed to create. The remarks he 
was making were therefore germane to 
that proposition. 


Mr. HALDANE said this proposition 
in no way involved the scheme. The 
money might or might not be applied to 
the purposes of the scheme. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said it 
was perfectly true that this transaction 
might stand by itself, but the right hon. 
Gentleman had himself explained that 
his reason for making the proposal was 
in order to be in a position to facilitate 
the transfer of these buildings to the 
county associations. 


*Tue CHAIRMAN: I do not think 
the right hon. Gentleman can discuss on 
this Estimate the whole position of the 
county associations. There is nothing 
in the Estimate to show that they are 


Mr. Austen Chamberlain. 





Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 
he was placed in a great difficulty by the 
ruling. He was of course bound to 
accept it. It brought him into ‘the 
position of saying that he could see no 
reason at all for the Vote. The Vote 
apparently was brought before the Com- 
mittee in a form which made it im- 
possible to discuss the object for which 
the money was to be applied. 


*THoe CHAIRMAN: I think I should 
remind the right hon. Gentleman that 
he can discuss the purpose for which the 
Vote is asked. The time to discuss the 
county associations will be, of course, on 
the Bill. This is not the right occasion 
for that. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 





he supposed that under this Vote the 
right hon. Gentleman would become 
mortgagee of the drill hall at Birmingham. 
What he said of that property would 
also apply to similar properties in other 
great county boroughs. He wished to 
know what the right hon. Gentleman 
was going to do with these halls after he 





became mortgagee. He thought the 
right hon. Gentleman would be well 
advised to consider the appointment of 
a special association for the borough 
itself as distinct from the county associa- 
tion. He thought that in doing so he 
would find the corporations not at all 
unsympathetic, as was shown by the fact 
that the Birmingham City Council lately 
voted £23,000 for the provision of a rifle 
range. He believed that the right hon. 
Gentleman would find better results if he 
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used that Corporation feeling which was 
quite distinct from that of the county. 


Str HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, 
Central) said that at first-sight this sum 
of £439,000 appeared to be all right, but 
when they came to look into it closely he 
saw no advantage whatever in it to the 
Volunteer corps. The explanatory Memo- 
randum which accompanied the Estimate 
said that the payment of interest on 
those loans was in no way affected by 
the change. The arrangement only 
affected eighty or ninety corps who had 
borrowed this £439,000 from the Public 
Works Loans Commissioners on the 
security of their freehold drill halls and 
the Capitation Grant. He did not wish 
to be offensive, but he thought that this 
was an enormous bribe to the Volunteers 
to accept the Territorial Army proposal. 
The right hon. Gentleman must not 
imagine that he was conferring the 
slightest good on the Volunteer corps in 
taking over this debt. For his part, if 
he had to borrow money he would rather 
owe it to the Public Works Loans Com- 
missioners than to the War Office. The 
object of the War Office was to acquire 
the freeholds and leaseholds of the 
property of the Volunteer corps; but 
he believed that would be highly dis- 
advantageous to the corps themselves. 
It was perfectly true that the Volunteer 
corps would not be a penny the worse. 
The Financial Secretary to the War 
Office in introducing the Vote said that 
no corps would be compelled to accept 
a transfer of their debt to the War Office 
against their will. If the right hon. 
Gentleman had come forward with a 
Supplementary Estimate for £439,000 
to take over those debts and pay off the 
money—to make an absolute gift to the 
Volunteer corps—that would have been 
a great boon, although it would have 
been hard on those regiments which had 
been well administered, and had found 
the money to pay off their indebtedness 
instead of owing it to the Public Works 
Loans Commissioners. 


Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Blackpool) | 


said he wished to put a question to the 
nght hon. Gentleman, the answer to 


which, he thought, would clear up the 
difficulty he had in understanding this 
Vote. 


He took the case of the London 
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Ir:sh Rifles. That corps had their head- 
quarters near Charing Cross, in which 
were the officers’ mess and other rooms 
for administration. They bought the 
freehold of that site in 1897 for £7,590, 
of which £4,500 was subscribed by the 
officers and their friends. The balance of 
£3.000 was borrowed from the Public 
Works Loans Commissioners, and. was 
being paid off principal and interest at 
31 per cent. The corps was extremely 
popular, and their debt to the Public 
Works Loan Commissioners had been 
reduced to £2,100. What he wanted to 
know was whether the rights of the corps 
in their freehold would remain the same 
under the War Office as under the Public 
Works Loans Commissioners. At the 
present moment the site was vested in the 
names of two trustees—the commanding 
officer and the second in command. 
He believed that the corps could sell the 
site at a considerable profit and buy 
another in the suburbs. 


Mr. HALDANE: 
substantially the same. 
for the moment. 


Absolutely and 
It is a transfer 


Str F. BANBURY (City ot London) 
said he did not wish to discuss the 
question whether the Volunteers would 
gain or lose by this proceeding. There 
was no one who had more insisted oa 
the observance of the old Sinking Fund 
Act than the Financial Secretary to the 
War Office; but the proposal of the 
right hon. Gentleman was to render 
null and void that Act which provided 
that all unexpended balances should go 
to the reduction of Debt. If that almost 
immemorial practice were to be departed 
from it would open the door to all sorts 





of abuses, including the one which had 
arisen at the present moment. It was 
now 6th March and the financial year 
ended on 3lst March. He gathered that 
the right hon. Gentleman had not so 
far infringed on the principles of finance 
as to spend this money. If that were 
so, why did not the right hon. Gentleman 
wait until he brought in his Army 
Estimates and put on them this additional 
amount which was to be spent in the year 
to come? The reason was that it would 
swell the Army Estimates; it would 
prevent the right hon. Gentleman saying : 





““T have reduced the Army Estimates ; 
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see what a clever man I am.” But{|form. He moved the reduction of the 
in order to do that he had gone against | Vote by £50. 

all the traditions which applied to the | 

old Sinking Fund, and had appropriated! Motion made and Question proposed, 
£500,000 which ought to have gone |“ That a sum, no: exceeding £50, be 
to the reduction of the National Debt. | granted for the said Service.” —(Sir F. 
He was astonished that such an innova- | Banbury.) 

tion should have been introduced by the | 
Party who posed as economists and am 
financial purists. He was glad to see; *Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) said that 
present the Chancellor of the Duchy of | ho one would object to the £20,000 which 
Lancaster, because that right hon. Gentle- | Was_to go to compensate the people 
man had a thorough knowledge of the | of Woolwich for loss caused by the 
subject, and he hoped that that right hon. | exp'osion at the Arsenal, and therefore 
Gentleman would get up and justify, if he | he would not discuss it, but he agreed 
could, his own colleagues in having} in condemning the way in which this 
taken £500,000 from his own Sinking | so-called Supplementary Estimate was 
Fund. The right hon. Gentleman con- | brought before the Committee, and in 
sidered that the reduction of the new | saying that it was exceedingly objection- 
Sinking Fund at the time of the Boer War, | able. No doubt a similar course had 
when this country was in a very awk- | been pursued on other occasions, and by 
ward position, was wrong. But now, in| the late Government many times. He did 
a time of peace, when there was a surplus | not think the late Government were any 
of £5,000,000 or £6,000,000, the Govern- | better than they ought to have been. 
ment proposed to devote £500,000 But what they were asked to do was 
which ought to go to the reduction of Debt | to vote £100, while really the sum of 
to paying off the debts on Volunteer drill ; £458,900 was involved. Why should 
halls. The right hon. Gentleman had said | not the business of the nation be done 
that it was not a payment of debt but|in a businesslike manner? Why, if 
merely a transfer from one page of the| the Government wanted £458,900, 
ledger to another; that the War Office | should it not be put on the Paper instead 
received £27,000 a year instead of the | of a Vote of £100? He quite agreed 
Public Works Loans Commissioners. He | that the Volunteers were not to get 
hoped that the right hon. Gentleman, in| any benefit from this Vote, which 
order to maintain the reputation of his | seemed to be the consequence of a sort 
Party, would wait for three weeks and | of speculation by the War Office in 
add this item to his new Army Estimates. | buying up the debt which was cue to 
They must not forget the item when they | the Public Works Loans Commissioners, 
saw the Army Estimates for next year, | and in themselves undertaking to collect 
otherwise they would not know where | the money and pay it off, because it was 
they were. Perhaps he would not be | said in the memorandum that the Volun- 
justified in saying that this was a piece | teers were to go on repaying the money, 
of jugglery, but at all events the sum | and whatever they paid next vear would be 
would be taken out of the income for | put into account as an appropriation-in-aid, 
forthcoming years. He did not think | Therefore as far as any real business was 
the right hon. Gentleman knew exactly | concerned, there was nothing on the face 
what he was saying when he gave his of it involving any real experditure. 
explanation of the scheme. It appeared | Why, therefore, should they trouble 
to him that what it amounted to was that | about it at all? Why should the War 
here was £500,000 flying around and | Department undertake the work, unless 
the right hon. Gentleman did not see they had something up their sleeve?! 
why he instead of the Chancellor of the | Why should they be troubled about that 
Exchequer should not have it. He| sum of money when they were told that 
hoped that the right hon. Gentleman, | it was a mere transfer which had no 
unless he could prove he was wrong, | effect whatever? The principle which 
would withdraw the Estimate and bring| had been recognised by all Parties 
up the question later in an amended | and Governments ought to be followed, 


Sir F. Banbury. 
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and that was that all monies un-| would have provided for the capital 
expended at the end of the year should expenditure. but uader this proposal the 
go to the reduction of the National debt would be reduced to exactly the 
Debt. They were entitled to ask, there- | sam? extent by the annuity of £28,099 a 
fore, that this £458,900 which had been year which they had to pay instead of 
unexpended should be devoted to pu-ting down the capital sum in a lump. 
that purpose. They had been specially Financially they redeem» the annuity 
told during the last year or two by and the annuity was in substance the 
experts that their great object should be | same as the debt. There was no differ- 
to reduce the National Debt if they ence at all. 
wanted to get the finances of the 
country into a proper condition, although Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN  in- 
the Party now in power were not respon- quired whether the £28,000 a year 
sible for the way in which that debt was which had hitherto been paid to the 
accumulated, or for the way in which the Public Works Loans Commissioners 
money was squandered by the late was in fact the money of the Volun- 
Goverument. He did not accuse his teers. It was part of the capitation 
right hon. friend the Secretary for Waror grant given to the Voluateers, bus inter- 
anyone else of doing anything wrong, but cepted as regarded the £28,900 to pay 
he did think that the right hon. Gentleman off the debt. Did the right hon. Gentle- 
had been misled by someone at the War man mean to pay the Volunteers lass In 
Office, and that, in spite of his experience future by the amount of £28,9)) ? 
in other places, he had been entrapped 
into using his position and the great Mr. HALDANE replied in the nega- 
authority he had in the House to do tive. The Volunteers never got that 
something which in other moments £28,000. It was intercepted for the 
he would be the last man to do. He purpose of paying their debt to the Public 
did not want in any way to hurt Works Loans Commission>rs. 
his right hon. friend’s dignity, because 
that was a great thing with those who) Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN wished 
reached the front Government Bench— to know what would happen when a corps 
they all thought of their dignity and had cleared its debt off. It would pre- 
importance—but as a Member of the viously ha e entered into the possession 
Liberal Party, he wished to see the of its full capitation grant, but what 
national finances in a better position would happen now ? 
than they now were. He hoped the 
right hon. Gentleman would withdraw Me. HALDANE said exactly the same 
this Vote and allow the £458,900 to go state of things which prevailed adie 
in reduce ion of the National Debt. He would go in. When the debt was 
was sure that if he did so the right hon. cleared off the Volunteer corps would 
Gentleman would find in the long run ome into its full capitation grant. It 
that his character as a War Minister would be under this arrangement mort- 
and as a leading Member of the Liberal gaged to him, and he would be the 
Party would be better established than | yyortgagee in possession. They would 
pee we oy aye oe the proposal under this scheme los> not a sixpence of 
how before the Commi te. public money. The £28,000 was in his 
hands paying off debt precisely as it 
Mr. HALDANE said that as his had done before, and that was why he 
conduct had been called into ques- | had called it merely a book-keeping 
tion he thought he ought to reply. | transaction. 
This was merely a book-keeping transac- 
tion which did not make one farthing; Lorp WILLOUGHBY pe ERESBY 
di*erence. The money which the , (Lincolnshire, Horncastle) said it appeared 
Volunteer corps piid for this purpose | that in the past this money had been 
came out of the capitation grant, and | handed over to the Chancellor of the 
£28,000 was given to the Commissioners ; Exchequer who had used it for the ex- 
to pay off principal and interest. In| tinction of Debt, but the Secretary for 
the ordinary course the Sinking Fund } War now proposed to keep the money in 
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his own hands and was going to speculate 
with it. He had a great respect for the 
right hon. Gentleman as a man who 
understood military matters and as a 
man engaged in another profession, but he 
had never heard of him as a_ financial 
speculator in mortages. Was it a 
business-like position to put up the War 
Minister to make investments? Surely 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was the 
proper person to have control of this 
£500,000, and it was a most dangerous 
plan to place it in the hands of the 
Minister for War. It was not for the 
Admiralty or the War Office to go off 
speculating upon their own hook; the 
matter should be dealt with by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. 


*Mr. GEORGE FABER (York) said 
that, although he would not have 
the audacity to suggest that the Secre- 
tary for War was going in for specula- 
tion, he contended that he was doing 
by these transactions what he had no 
right to do. It was a culpable evasion, 
if it was not an actual breach, of the 
old Sinking Fund Act which provided 
that all surpluses at the end of the 
financial year should be handed over to 
the Commissioners for the reduction of 
the National Debt. The Secretary for 
War was deliberately depriving the 
Sinking Fund of a sum of nearly 
£500,000. The Chancellor of ithe E 
chequer, the custodian of the nation’s | 
funds, was not present to  look| 
after his own. He (Mr. Faber) asked | 
whether it was fair that the Secretary | 
for War should filch away such a sum 
in this manner. The country had 
heard over and over again almost ad 
nauseam from hon. Members who were 
now in power that the national finances 
were in a deplorable condition, and 
that the National Debt had become 
so swollen that the national credit was im- 
paired. That was from some aspects true. 
It was therefore the duty of the Liberal 
Party when they came into power to put 
the national finances on a proper basis; 
and their first step ought to have been to 
reduce the National Debt. So far as 
the sum required was concerned he had 
no word to say about it, but he 
did say that if the War Office wanted 
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the ordinary course by putting it on the 
Estimates. He would be the last man 
to suggest that the War Secretary 
had done this in order that he might 
make the Estimates of next year 
lower. It would be impossible for him 
to do anything of that kind. He would 
not suggest that the right hon. Gentle- 
man wished to take in the Committee 
in any sense of the word. What he did 
believe was that the War Secretary 
in his new-born enthusiasm to do the 
best he could had hardly thought out 
what he was doing. Now that it had 
been clearly pointed out that it was 
an infringement of the old Sinking 
Fund Act, he hoped the right hon. 
Gentleman would reconsider his decision. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH (Derby- 
shire, W.) thought the debate could 
not be brought to a _ proper con- 
clusion until the Committee had had a 
full explanation from the person actually 
responsible for this operation, namely, 
the Financial Secretary. No one in the 
last Parliament had devoted so much 
energy to placing the financial position 
of the country before the House, and he 
hoped the hon. Gentleman would give a 
full and complete explanation of this 
| transaction. The right hon. Gentleman 
| the Secretary of State for War had taken 
}as a precedent for this operation a case 
where a Supplementary Estimate was 
taken for the Volunteer Capitation Grant. 
But in his opinion there was no analogy 
between the two cases. 





Mr. HALDANE said in that case the 
money was taken out of a surplus and out 
of the Estimates in the next year. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH said the 
operation only resulted in the Volun- 
teers getting in two sums what they 
otherwise would have received later in 
one. In that case it was necessary to 
enable the Volunteers to get the 
money at a time more convenient to 
them. The question of urgency had 
been raised. It was perfectly possible 
that it was part of the right hon. 
Gentleman’s new scheme, but if it was, 
no suggestion of it had been put before 





the sum of £459,000, let them come 
to the House next year and ask for it in 


Lord Willoughby De Evreshy. 


the House by the right hon. Gentleman 
when he put forward his scheme a few 
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The right hon. Gentle- 
show something more 
his_ policy; 


days previously. 
man had to 
than a justification for 


he had to show that there was urgency in | 
His right hon. friend had | 


the matter. 
said that the Secretary of State could 
make this right in three weeks by bringing 
in another Estimate. He would go 
further and say the right hon. Gentleman 
could put it right to-morrow by with- 


drawing the present Estimate and issuing | 


a revised one. Therefore there was no 
we'ght whatever in the plea of urgency. 


It was a new service, and it was not | 


contemplated in the Estimates of last 
year. And as the expenditure would 
not come on until 1907-8 he would have 
thought it quite possible to substitute 
a revised Estimate. This transaction 
would not, he understood, be con- 
cluded by the simple financial opera- 
tion. This operation applied only to those 
mortgages which related to loans which 
were fully advanced, and not apparently 
to those which were not fully advanced. 
Was the House to understand that any 
benefit that might accrue to those corps 
which would come in under this operation 
would not be extended to other corps 
whose loans had not been fully paid up, 
or was a principle being established that 
the loans made by the Public Works 
Loans Commissioners were to be taken 
over by the right hon. Gentleman. 


Mr. HALDANE said there were only 
two or three—a very small amount— 
which had not been fully paid up, and 
they would be dealt with afterwards. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH said he 
would like to press the right hon. Gentle- 
man still further on the principle and ask 
whether in the future the Volunteers 
were to go to the Public Works Loans 
Commissioners or to the right hon. 
Gentleman ? 
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for the purpose of having a purely in- 

dependent body which was not liable to 
anything like Parliamentary pressure. 
He asked whether it was not possible 
to take a favourable view of the position 
of Volunteers in the difficulties they had 
to encounter, by decreasing the interest 
if they were not able to remit the debt. 
It seemed to him that no precise benefit 
was to be obtained by Volunteer corps 
from the proposal, and he did not think 
the right hon. Gentleman had made 
clear what its real objects were. 
They were now within. three or four 
weeks of the end of the financial 
year, with new Estimates and the intro- 
duction of a new service, and in those 
circumstances he thought the right hon. 
Gentleman would be well advised—it 
would make no difference in the details 
of his policy—if he presented a revised 
estimate to the House of Commons, 
showing what his policy really was. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY to 
THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. BucHanay, 
Perthshire, E.) was understood to 
say that while he wished to reply 
briefly to the right hon. Gentle- 
man, he did not think he could add 
anything to what his right hon. friend 
had said. As a matter of fact by the 
operation proposed the public liabilities 
of the State would be diminished. He 
did not think that there was any doubt 
in the minds of hon. Members as to what 
was meant by the proposal, and the 
right hon. Gentleman the other. night 
had made no secret of the fact that it 
was brought forward with a view to 
his scheme of Army reorganisation which 
he had already explained. But supposing 
his scheme did not go through, the 
position of the Volunteer corps would 
be absolutely unchanged. All they 
would do would be simply to continue 
paying interest and sinking fund to the 
War Office instead of to the Public 
| Works Loans Commissioners. 


Mr. HALDANE said they would go) 


to the Public Works Loans Commis- 


sioners as before. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH said in 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN asked 
whether, apart from the scheme, there 
was any advantage either to the War 
Office or to the Volunteers of the country. 


those circumstances he did not see the | 


object of this alteration. He reminded the | 


Committee that the Public Works Loans 
Commissioners were established largely 


| Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not 
'say that there would be any advantage 
_to the War Office if the scheme did not 
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go through, but, as the right hon. Gen- 
tleman was aware there was in view of 
the scheme, if it did go through, con- 
siderabl» advantage to the War Office, 
and still more to the Volunteers, and 
he ventured to think that the 
Volunteer corps as a rule would not 
be inclined to demur to the proposal of 
his right hon. friend. No doubt there 
was very great ultimate benefit in store 
for them if the House adopted the 
Supplementary Estimate and the pro- 
posal of the right hon. Gentleman. If 
the House in its wisdom should see 
fit not to accept the proposal of the right 
hon. Gentleman then they were as they 
had been before; no possible alteration 
was made in the future, and Volunteer 
corps would find as heretofore, that if 
they wanted money for building drill 
halls or laying out ranges, they would 
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get it on similar terms to those they 
were now receiving from the Public 


Works Loans Commissioners. The right 
hon. Gentleman the night before last 
and on other occasions had explained 
very fully what he proposed to do in the 
event of his scheme passing. He pro- 
posed to remit the debts due to the 
Public Works Loans Commissioners in 
order to start the Territorial Army of 
the future in a much better and more 
independent position than the Volunteer 
corps now occupied. Therefore he 
thought the Volunteer of the 
country would be very slow indeed to 
refuse the proposals now being made 
by his right hon. friend. 


corps 


Mr. RAWLINSON (Cambridge Uni- 
versiv) said that, assuming the projected 
scheme did not go through, the War 
Office were investing 2 sum of money, 
nearly £500,000, which should naturally 
go to the liquidation of t'e National 


Debt. They were investing that sum 
of money in a_terminable annuity, 
and for a number of years the War 


Office would get £28,000 annually which 
was not passed by any Vote of the 
House of Commons. He had the greatest 
sympathy with the proposal, but it was 
wro: g from the financial point of view: 
as had been pointed out, it was being dealt 
with contrary to the ordinary rules of the 
Consti ution. Assuming that the scheme 
did go through, then, as he understood, 
there would be no further capitation 


Mr. LDuchanan. 
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grant at all from which this annual 
payment was to come. At the present 
moment they knew that £28,000 came 
from the capitation grant. If the scheme 
went through the capitation grant would 
come to an end, and, therefore, this 
investment of it would have no interest 
and no sinking fund. Consequen ly, the 
benefit to the right hon. Gentleman when 
he brought in his scheme a fortnight or 
three weeks hence—assuming that he 
abolished the capitation grant and other 
matters—was that he would be enabled 
to say that he had carried the scheme 
through, and that it would only cost so 
much—say £500.090 less than it would 
cost if this Vote was not carried that nicht. 
The benefit which the Volunteer corps got 
was a little different from what the right 
hon. Gentleman had told them. When the 
hon. Member for Sheffield spoke, the 
Secretary for War frankly said that he did 
not suggest that the Volunteer corps 
were going to get any benefit from the 
Vote at all, whereas the Financial 
Secretary to the War Office had said 
that if only they gave the Government 
the £500,000 that night, and if they 
would only wait, the Volunteers would 
find that the proposal would suit them 
very well indeed. Was it not perfectly 
clear that the benefit the Volunteers 
vould get was that they might be relieved 
of certain personal liability in the pay- 
ment of these debts on drill halls? If 
that were so, he would support it most 
time, 


strongly, but at the proper 

namely, when the scheme was brought 
in abolishing the capitation grant. 
Then, if they thought fit to say 


that £500,000 should be voted for the 
purpose of relieving the Volunteers of 
liability, or redeeming the debts, he at 
least would not be likely to oppose it. 


Mr. ABEL SMITH (Hertfordshire, 
Hertford) thought this financial operation 
had been pretty well exposed. Nothing 
that the Secretary for War or the Finan- 
cial Secretary had said could possibly con- 
ceal the fact that a sum of £500,000 
was being diverted from its proper put- 


pose, namely, the reduction cf the 
National Debt, to other purposes—a 


proceeding which it had always been con- 
tended, especially by the right hon. 
and hon. Gentlemen who now 
occupied the Treasury Bench, was an 
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improper one. He wished to consider 
what effect the transaction would have 
upon the Volunteer Force. It was 
possible that the scheme of the right hon. 
Gentleman might not go through during 
the present year. In that case the Volun- 
teer corps would remain in the same 
position that they occupied now, and the 
change effected would be that, instead 
of the Public Works Loans Commissioners, 
the War Office would be the mortgagees 
of these driil-halis. That would give 


the War Department a pull over the) 


Volunteer corps which it had not had 
before, and they all knew that the 
Auxiliary Forces were in a very difficult 
position with regard to the action which 
the authorities at the War Office took 
ii reference to them. On the other hand, 
if the scheme of the right hon. Gentleman 


became law, the capitation grant to | 


Volunteers would cease. Who would 
then be the owner of these halls ? 
Would the War Office become the owners 
or would the new corps which were to 
be formed out of the new Territorial 
Army be the owners? Would they have 
full control over them, as the trustees 
in connection with the Volunteer 
corps had over the drill-halls at the 
present time? He for one would like 
to have some further explanation. He 
thought the protest which had been made 
against this transaction had been fully 
justified. : ; 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN 
desired to say a few words in reply to 
the financial argument used by the 
hon. Gentleman. He took exception to 
the statement that by the process sug- 
gested they were paying off Debt. But 
for this proposal the £430,000 would go at 
the end of the year to the National Debt 
Commissioners and would be applied to 


the reduction of Debt. The Secretary for | 


War admitted that he intercepted this 
sum, but he claimed that he equally 
applied it to the reductionof Debt because 
he redeemed an annuity. He would take 
the two contingencies 


through. Whether the scheme went 
through or not the right hon. Gentleman 
did not succeed in reducing the Debt by 
withdrawing this sum. In case _ his 
scheme did not go through a certain 
amount of the capitation grant due to the 
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| War Office which had been intercepted 
would be intercepted for his own 
repayment. That, in the course of the 
number of years the loan had to run, 
would extinguish the debt, just as, if he 
/had done nothing, it would have ex- 
| tinguished the debt in the hands of the 
| Public Works Loan Commissioners. At 
| the end of the currency of those loans 
| what would be the right hon. Gentleman’s 


| position if the Volunteers were continued 
'on the basis which now existed? He 
would have wiped out a debt it was true, 
| but it was a debt someone owed to him, 
| and his obligation would be to pay not the 
| capitation grant less their charge for the 
Sinking Fund and interest, but the whole 
of the capitation grant. It would 
ibe the debt of the Volunteers that 
| was wiped out and not the debt of the 
nation, and the annual obligation of the 
/nation would be exactly the same. He 
“noticed that the right hon. Gentleman 
| shook his head, but he would be ex- 
| tremely interested to hear how he met 
'that argument. If the new scheme went 
| through what would happen? The Finan- 
‘cial Secretary to the War Office had 
explained that it was the object of the 
| Secretary of State for War in becoming the 
| mortgagee of these debts to be able to 
‘remit them in connection with his new 
|organisation. That got rid of the debt, 
but whose debt ? It was the debt of the 
Volunteers, but not the debt of the 
nation, for that remained exactly where it 
was when the right hon. Gentleman 
began his operations. On either hypoth- 
esis, whether the scheme went through or 
not, the right hon. Gentleman was delay- 
|ing the reduction of Debt to the tune 
of £450,000, and that was a thing which 
ought not to be done except under 
special conditions of urgency or for very 
special reasons which did not exist in this 
case. It was being done by right 
-hon. and hon. Gentlemen opposite, 
who had so persistently attacked the 
| late Government for sins which were not 
'comparable in magnitude with this. 


of the Army | 
scheme going through and not going | 


Mr. HALDANE said he had ap- 
| preciated the admirable and ingenious 
|argument of the right hon. Gentleman. 
|He would put the matter to the Com- 
| mittee in a manner in which it would be 
clear as light. The right hon. Gentle- 
men had said that if things were 
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left to their normal course this { the scheme of the right hon. Gentleman 
£459,000 would go in payment of | only one £459,000 would be applied whilst 
debt. He wished to point out that | the remainder would go into the pockets 
they handed over this money to the | of the War Office and would be lost to 
Public Works Loans Commissioners, and | the National Debt. 

they applied it to the extinction of the | 


public debt just in the same fashion as the | eC ee es 
Treasury would have done. It was| tioned included the drill halls vested in 


simply done by another process and the | the names of the two trustees, the pur 
t stees, the pur- 
chase of which halls might have been 


same amount of debt was extinguished. 
| by made money provided by friends of 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN the corps. 
said the Secretary of State for War’s | 
fallacy was in s sing as | NE said th: >pend 
(| opto ary Beart edatan llicag ape pena fret agar 
whereas it was a debt which somebody | .o.0. w + eae on 
else had to pay. It was the debt of the rinse — ld: t gpa oa “7 
Volunteers, and he only came into it cd ie a War Secs act 
because, having money due to the Volun- oem viidilt int be porate fas 
teers in his possession, instead of paying . 
the money to the Volunteers and then | 
letting the Volunteers pay it back to the | 
National Debt Commissioners, it was a | t® 
simpler transaction that he should pay it | might be cases where money had been ac- 
to the Public Works Loans Commissioners. | quired to purchase drill halls and ranges 
He wished to point out that the debt he for that particular corps, and those who 
was redeeming was not a debt of the had provided the money migh' be 
State at all. | unwilling to hand over those halls and 
_ranges. He instanced the case of the Lon- 
| don Scottish, who had their own history 
and distinct identity. Would the right 


AE EAT I RENE I I | hon. Gentleman use this money to take 
é yas y ansferred : ¥ : 
ia over the debt of a corps like that? If 


one authority to another. Under the | ee r 

, : ' ; | not, how was he going to deal with the 
Volunteer Act the property of the Volun- |? y, «a Ev teesdite 
: various Volunteer forces under his terti- 
teers was vested in his own corporate itd lent Whe ten o miter a 
. . orial scheme / lis was a matter o 

capacity and he was liable. eRe . ee | a 
considerable importance. The right 
| hon. Gentleman would take over the debt 
Str F. BANBURY said the right} now due to the Public Works Loans 
hon. Gentleman had told them that Commissioners, and in the meantime 
they had made a mistake, because he | he would pay the interest out of the 
was going to pay this £459,000 to the | capitation grant. One of the purposes 
Public Works Loans Commissioners, who | in the mind of the right hon. Gentleman 
would apply it to the reduction) was to abolish that grant. Therefore 
of the National Debt. Under ordinary | the fund to meet the interest would 
circumstances the £459,000, being a disappear. Did he mean to leave the 
surplus, would be handed to the National debt as a burden hanging round the 
Debt Commissioners, and would be ap- | necks of the officers who had guaranteed 
plied to the reduction of Debt, and the 'the payment of the interest on these 
Public Works Loans Commissioners would | loans ?— If not, was he going far to force 
still have £459,000 owing them by the | officers into the acceptance of his scheme ? 
Volunteers. They would receive in pay- | It seemed like a form of coercion. He 
ment of that so much for interest, and | thought the right hon. Gentleman should 
so much for Sinking Fund, and the Sinking | state that he intended to pay the debt 
Fund would eventually redeem it, and that | on all these halls irrespective of whether 
would be applied to the reduction of Debt. | the Volunteer corps joined the Territorial 
In that case there would be twice £459,000 | Army or not. Otherwise he would be 
applied to reduction of Debt, but under ' placing in a very awkward position officers 


Mr. Haldane. 





Mr. COCHRANE (Ayrshire, N.) said 
that where a corps lost its identity there 





Mr. HALDANE said the Volunteers 
incurred this debt for a public purpose, 
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who by their exertions had secured 
valuable drill halls and ranges in different 
parts of the country when he said, 
“Your corps is going to be transferred 
to the 71st Battalion of the Territorial 
Army, and we desire you to hand over 
all that you have got, and if you don't 
do so we will make you responsible for 
the sums incurred as debt on your drill 
hall, which will be valueless for any other 
purpose.” He hoped the right hon. 
Gentleman would relieve the Volunteer 
corps of the debt. 


Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston) said 
h2 understood the explanation to amount 
t» this. The money would normally 
hive been used for paying off a portion 
of the National Debt. Instead of that 
the right hon. Gentleman invested it in 
certain mortgages. That was quite bona- 
file. He wished to know whether the 
nition would get as good interest then as 
was paid to the Public Works Loans 
Commissioners. 
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matter, and he would explain them when 
they got into Committee on the Bill. 


Estimute, 1905-7. 


Sir J. RANDLES (Cumberland, Cocker- 
mouth) asked what would happen in a 
case where the members of a corps had 
borrowed money for the purpose of a 
drill hall and had issued debentures 
on the hall. Would the War Office 
relieve both the corps and the debenture 
holders by taking over the property ? 
If they did not, those who provided the 
hall might be badly left. 


Mr. HALDANE said that naturally 
that was a matter which had not escaped 
notice. Probably they would do some- 
thing in future, but he could not say at 
the presen: stage how the matter would 
have to be dealt with. It was outside of 
anything in this Estimate. 


Sir F. BANBURY asked whether he 
might assume that the Financial Secre- 
tary had admitted the statement he had 





made. 


Mr. HALDANE said the effect would 


be precisely the same. It 


was not the 


intention of the Government to use anv 


sort of compulsion. 


Acland-Hood,RtHn.Sir Alex.F | 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 
Aubrey-Fletcher, Rt.Hn. Sir H. | 
Balfour, Rt.Hn. A. J.(CityLond 
Balfour, Capt. C. B. (Hornsey) | 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester | 
Beach, Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bignold, Sir Arnold 

Bowles, G. Stewart 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Campbell, Rt. Hon. J. H. M. 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Castlereagh, Viscount 

Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt.Hn. Victor C. W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E.) 
Chamberlain,RtHn.J.A. (Wore | 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H.A. E. 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig,Charles Curtis(Antrim.S. | 
Craig,CaptainJames (Down,E.) | 
Cross, Alexander 


There were pro- 
visions in the Bill which dealt with this 
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Dalrymple, Viscount 


| Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
| Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
| Duncan, Robt. (Lanark,Govan 


Fell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) 
Haddock, George R. 

Hambro, Charles Eric 
Harrison- Broadley, Col. H. B. 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 


| Heaton, John Henniker 
| Helmsley, Viscount 


Hervey, F.W.F.( Bury8. Edm’ds 


| Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
| Hills, J. W. 


Hornby, Sir William Henry 
Houston, Robert Paterson 
Hunt, Rowland 
Kenyon-Slaney,Rt.Hon.Col. W 


| Lockwood,Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
| Long,Rt.Hn. Walter (Dublin,S) 


Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Middlemore, Jn. Throgmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Moore, William 

Morpeth, Viscount 

Nicholson, Wm.G. (Petersfield) 
Parkes, Ebenezer 


Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 88; 


(Division List No. 37.) 





Percy, Earl 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Randles, Sir John Scurrah 
Rawlinson, John Frederick Peel 
Remnant, James Farquharsor 
Roberts,S. (Sheffield, Ecclesall) 
Rothschild, Hon. Lione]Walter 
Sheffield,SirBerkeley GeorgeD. 
Smith, Abel H.( Hertford, East) 
Stanley, Hon. Arthur (Ormskirk 
Starkey, John R. 

Stone, Sir Benjamin 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark) 
Thornton, Perey M. 

Tuke, Sir John Batty 

Valentia, Viscount 

Vincent, Col.Sir C.E. Howard 
Walker,Col.W.H. (Lancashire) 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A.Stanley (York, E.R.) 
Wolff, Gustav Wilhelm 
Wortley, Rt. Hon. C. B.Stuart 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 


TELLERS FOR THE AyES—Sir 
Frederick Banbury and Mr. 
Faber. 
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Abraham, William (Cork,N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Aldne, Perey 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ambrose, Robert 

Asquith, Rt.Hn. Herbert Henry 
Atherley-Jones, L. 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
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Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
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Barker, John 
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Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 
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Beck, A. Cecil 

Bell, Richard 
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Bennett, E. N. 
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Boulton, A. C. F. 

Bowerman, ©. W. 
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Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 
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Cameron, Robert 
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Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 
Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, William 
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Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
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Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Cox, Harold 
Crean, Eugene 
Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 


Crosfield, A. H. 





Crossley, William J. 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
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Davies, Timothy (Fulham) | 
Delany, William 
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Dillon, John 
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Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 
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Elibank, Master of 

Erskine, David C. 
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Ffrench, Peter 
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Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
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Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
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Henry, Charles 8. 

Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 
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Holland, Sir William Henry 
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Idris, T. H. W. 

Jackson, R. S. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Jenkins, J. 
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Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
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Jowett, F. W. 
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Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 


King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Rt. Hon. Sir James 
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Pullar, Sir Robert 

Raphael, Herbert H. 
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Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 
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Seely, Major J. B. 

Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Snowden, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Soares, Ernest J. 

Spicer, Sir Albert 

Stanley, Hn. A.Lyulph (Chesh.) 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Straus, B.S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J. E. 

Taylor, Theodore C.( Radcliffe) 
Tennant,Sir Edward (Salisbury 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E. 
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Villiers, Ernest Amherst 
Vivian, Henry 

Wadsworth, J. 

Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 

Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, 8.) 
Wardle, George J. 

Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason.John Cathcart (Orkney) 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 

Weir, James Galloway 
Whitbread, Howard 

White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Whitehead, Rowland 
Whittaker, Sir Thomas Palmer 
Wilkie, Alexander 

Williamson, A. 

Wilson, J.W. (Worcestersh. N.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8. 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 





Rose, Charles Day 

Runciman, Walter 

Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L.(Cleveland) 
Schwann, C. Duncan (Hyde) 
Scott, A.H. (Ashton under Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 

Seaverns, J. H. 


Tillett, Louis J« 


Trevelyan, Chat 
Verney, F. W. 





Original Question again prcposed. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said | 
that there was an amount of £20,000 in 
this Vote for compensation in connection 
with the explosion at Woolwich Arsenal. | 
Could the right hon. Gentleman give the | 
Committee any information as to the | 
cause of that accident, and did he intend | 
to lay Papers on the Table of the House 
regarding it? He expressed the hope 
that the right hon. Gentleman would go 
into the question of the danger of the 
buildings at Woolwich and the danger of 
the work which was carried on in them. 
He heard a little about these matters 
from various sources sometime ago, and 
he was considerably alarmed at the 
state of things that existed, but which he 
thought had been considerably remedied 
since. Of course he was very much 
shocked that an explosion of this kind 
should have taken place, but was 


thankful that it had involved no 
loss of life. The right hon. Gen- 


tleman had devoted great attention to 
the subject of explosives, and he thought 
that he should consult with private 
frms who manufactured explosives 
and who entertained the impression 
that the precautions taken in the 





Government factories were either in- 
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Young, Samuel 
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Tomkinson, James 
Torrance, Sir A. 
Toulmin, George 
‘les Philip 


M. TELLERS FOR THE NoOES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 


Pease. 


sufficient, or disregarded, or were not 


/as successful as they should be in the 
| way of preventing explosions. 


Mr. HALDANE said that they did 
not know what the causes of the ex- 
plosion were. They knew that there 
was nitro-glycerine in the building, but 
there were many other things there of 
which they knew nothing at present. 
There were many explosives of a 
dangerous nature, such, for instance, 
as cordite, which altered their char- 


acter under varying conditions of 
temperature. We had brought home 


from abroad small quantities of those 


| dangerous substances which had stood 


the heat test; but whether’ the 
explosion was due to carelessness or 
whether it was inevitable they had not 
yet determined. But he had appointed 
the best expert Committee which he 
could get together, and it was conducting 
an exhaustive investigation into the 
whole subject. That was all that he 
could say at present, but he would be 
able to give further information later on. 
It was probable that several of the 
things which had been put into the 
building were the cause of the explosion, 
but probably not blasting gelatine, 
otherwise fragments of blasting gelatine 
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would not have been found. He really 
doubted very much whether the Com- 
mittee which had been appointed would 
be able to get any clear idea of the cause 
of the explosion. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN asked 
if the right hon. Gentleman could give 
the Committee any information as to the 
character of the building in which the 
explosion took place ? Was it a modern 
light building ? 


Mr. HALDANE said it was a light 
building. Whether there was or was 
not a larger quantity of dangerous stuff 
stored in it than usual he could not tell. 
They would know later on. But they 
certainly had stuff there which had come 
from abroad. It might be said that, 
ordinarily speaking, the building was 
used only for experimental purposes and 
therefore it was of light structure. 


Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.) 
said that the right hon. Gentleman had 
stated that cordite changed its nature in 
hot climates; but he thought that very 
extensive experiments had been con- 
ducted which showed that 
merits was that it did not change its 
nature in hot climates. Did he under- 
stand the right hon. Gentleman to 


suggest that there was in the building | 
cordite in a/| 


a certain amount of 
state of decomposition which made it 
dangerous and liable to explode ? 
that was a very serious state of things. 


Was it quite true to state that because | 


fragments of blasting gelatine were 
found undetonated, all the blasting 


gelatine did not detonate ? 


Mr. HALDANE said that in regard to | 


the blasting gelatine, if it was in such a 
condition that it would all readily 
detonate, then it must have been in an 
abnormal condition. Generally speaking, 


cordite stood the changes of climate | 
very well, but every now and then indi- | 
cations were found—which applied to | 


all other chemical explosives—that it 
underwent changes under certain con- 
ditions, for instance, when those ex- 


plosives were stored near engine boilers | 


or were exposed to a tropical sun; 
and they had to be constantly subjected 
to the heat test to see whether they were 


Mr. Haldane. 
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one of its. 


If so, | 
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| exuding nitric acid. On the other hand- 

they underwent changes in their character 
of a much more dangerous character in a 
cold climate. The cold contracted the slight 
' fibres which contained the minute globules 
‘of nitro-glycerine and these got forced 
out. The Department had been always 
watching those things, and had brought 
from abroad a certain quantity of these 
explosives for the purpose of making 
investigation into their nature. While 
| that investigation was in progress it 
|was not possible for him to give an 
answer to the hon. Gentleman’s inquiries 
with any certainty. 


Mr. MORTON asked whether the 
amount of £20,000 in the Vote for 
compensation would cover all the 


claims that had been lodged, and 
whether it was a fact that the 
Woolwich Arsenal authorities refused 
the assistance of the local fire brigade 
on the occasion of the explosion be- 
cause they had not been properly intro- 
duced ? 


Mr. HALDANE said that the ex- 
plosion took place in the dead of night, 
and he doubted very much whether the 
|fire brigade, if it had been summoned, 
|could have done any good. As regarded 


|the amount of compensation, the 
|Mayor and the hon. Member _ for 
Woolwich with one or two respon- 

people in the locality were 


| sible 
|appointed a committee to go into the 
details, and that committee thought 
that £15,000 would be enough. To 
‘that sum the War Office had added 
£5,000 for compensation to people out- 
‘side the Woolwich Corporation juris- 
diction. £20,000, he thought, was a 
very liberal estimate. 


Viscounr HELMSLEY  (York- 
shire, N.R., Thirsk) said he sup- 
posed that this £20,000 of compensation 
was given out of the goodness 
of heart of the War Office and _ that 
it was not a legal liability. If that 
was the case, was it not likely to forma 
precedent which would be foilowed in 
|other cases? Would it not be possible 
for the Government to do something 
in the way of insuring against such 
| accidents ? If so, it might result in 
| considerable economy. 
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Mr. HALDANE said he was afraid 
that the argument of the noble Lord 
was based on a fallacy. Insurance was 
not a cheap but always a dear thing. 
The premiums paid went to the profit 
of the insurance companies, and the 
average insurer paid more than the 
benefits he received. The  justifica- 
tion was that their own fortune was 


small compared with the damage 
which might come to it. But in 


of the Government which 
had large resources it was better for 
them not to insure. In fact it was 
strict economy. Of course the Govern- 
ment had made no admission as to legal 
liability for compensation ; it would have 
been wrong to do so. But they had 
thought it right to offer this compensa- 
tion as if they had been liable. 


the case 


Original Question put, and agreed to. 


Resolution to be reported To-morrow ; 
Committee to sit again To-morrow. 


SUPPLY REPORT [26TH FEBRUARY]. 
Resolutions reported. 


CIVIL SERVICES (SUPPLEMENTARY) 
ESTIMATES, 1906-7. 
Ciass V. 

1. “That a Supplementary sum, not 
exceeding £32,470, be granted to His 
Majesty, to defray the Charge which 
will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 3lst day of 
March, 1907, for sundry Colonial Ser- 
vices, including certain Grants-in-Aid. 


Crass VII. 

2. “ That a Supplementary sum, not 
exceeding £10,000, be granted to His 
Majesty, to defray the Charge which will 
come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1907, for the Salaries and other Expenses 
of Temporary Commissions, Committees, 
and Special Inquiries.” 


SUPPLY [26th FEBRUARY] REPORT. 
First Resolution read a second time. 
*Mr. ASHLEY said they were asked 


in this Vote to grant a sum of £4,070 as 
a grant in aid of the flax industry in 
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St. Helena. They had had an interesting 
statement from the Under-Secretary as 
to what was being done to enable St. 
Helena to pay her way in future, and he 
was not anxious to oppose the grant, but 
he thought that there was one question 
which required clearing up, and that 
was whether we should not have to 
increase the grant in future. In 
Committee he had stated that the 
necessity for the Vote had arisen owing 
to the withdrawal of the garrison from 
the island, which had necessitated the 
formation of a new policy by His Majesty’s 
Government. He had said that the 
number of men forming that garrison was 
100 and that their cost to this country 
was between £10,000 and £12,000. The 
Under-Secretary said, however, that the 
garrison consisted of 250 men, and that 
the saving to the nation in consequence 
of their withdrawal was something like 
£30,000 or £40,000. For himself he 
had founded his speech on a statement 
made by the Secretary of State for War 
last March when he introduced his 
Army Estimates. In the course of that 
speech the Secretary of State said that 
he found that the Island of St. Helena 
had a garrison of 100 men costing 
£10,000 or £12,000 a year. Therefore, 
according to the Secretary of State the 
saving was not between £30,000 or 
£40,000, as the Under-Secretary had 
stated, but only between £10,000 and 
Before they voted this £4,070 
he thought they ought to know whether 
these 100 or 250 men were still in ex- 
istence or were they included in the 
20,000 men who had been disbanded, 
because if they had not been disbanded 
the nation had still to pay for them. 
If we had to pay this £4,070 and 
also for a force which was _ still 
in existence it would be better to 
leave the men at St. Helena and allow 
the island to go on normally as before, 
instead of starting a new industry which 
in future would probably have to be 
assisted by fresh grants-in-aid. H» 
thought that some information was neces- 
sary in order to enable the House t» 
decide whether the Vcte should be with 
held or whether an increased Vote would 
be necessary. He thought that, if in 
regard to our Colonies and dependencies 
we blew hot and cold upon them, when 
we blew cold we ought to see that they 
were not left in a state of starvation. As 
far as the flax industry was concerned, it 
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seemed to him a little doubtful whether 
its cultivation would be a success. In 
Treland the area in which flax was culti- 
vated in 1874 was 106,000 acres, but in 
1902 it had fallen to 50,000, and the vear 
before last it amounted to only 46,000 ; 
that was to say, it had diminished by 
more than one half. If in a country 
where the crops were so near the mills 
where the flax was prepared the area 
devoted to its cultivation had decreased 


by one half in so short a time, it seemed to | 


him that it would be impossible for the 
islanders of St. Helena to make a living 
out of flax. The Government were going 


to bring an expert from New Zealand to | 


help the islanders in regard to this culti- 
vation. But they were only going to 
pay £400 a year for the expert, and 
he did not think that for that sum 
much of an expert would be obtained, 


especially when it was considered that the | 


man was to be brought from New Zealand 
and “dumped down” in St. Helena. He 
doubted whether the Government were 
helping the islanders by their policy, and 
although he did not wish to oppose the 


Vote, he thought they were indulging in | 


a risky experiment and did not know 
what they were undertaking. 


*Mr. HICKS BEACH (Gloucestershire, 
Tewkesbury) also wished to say a few 
words upon this Resolution, not because 
he objected to the introduction of the 
flax industry, but because he had his 
doubts as to whether the Government 
had been right in deciding to withdraw 
the garrison trom St. Helena, a step which 
had led to great distress. For many 
vears there had been a garrison at 
St. Helena, and in consequence of 
their presence a trade had grown up 
in the various commodities on which 
the soldiers spent their pay. In 
consequence of the withdrawal of the 
troops, however, that trade had dis- 
appeared. Last year the Secretary of 
State for War stated that £35,000 would 
be saved by withdrawing the garrison, 
which then numbered, he thought, 180 
men. ‘That was a considerable amount, 
and if the sum which was now under 
<liscussion was to be granted out of the 
Exchequer, he thought it ought to be 
taken into consideration. He would like 
to ask the Under-Secretary for the 
Colonies why the withdrawal of the 
gurrison was ordered ? Was it done on 
the advice of the First Sea Lord of the 


Mr. Ashley. 
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| Admiralty, or upon the advice of the 
| Chief of the Staff of the Army Council, 
or was it done simply on the authority 
of the War Office itself. 


*\Ir. SPEAKER did not see how the 
Under-Secretary for the Colonies could 
| answer those questions, nor did he think 
them relevent to the particular Resolution 
before the House. ‘The question to which 
the hon. Member alluded must be raised 
on some other Vote. 


*Mr. HICKS BEACH said he would 
/not pursue the question further, except 
‘to say that he thought the Under- 
Secretary for the Colonies was in posses- 
‘sion of all the information about the 
| withdrawal of the troops. It was said 
| that the Government would save money 
by that withdrawal, but he submitted 
that if in time of wara garrison had to 
be sent out that would not be so. 


*Mr. SPEAKER pointed out that there 
was no question of war in this case. It 
was only a question of the flax industry 
and of the grant in aid of it. 


*Mr. HICKS BEACH said he was 
| sorry to transgress so often, but he merely 
wished to point out that the grant-in- 
aid was brought about by the withdrawal 
of the yarrison. He thought that if the 
island was to be made use of in time of 
war it would be more economical to keep 
the garrison at St. Helena and maintain 
the fortifications than to give a grant- 
in-aid of the flax industry. He would 
not, however, refer to that subject any 
further, but he desired to allude to the 
grant of £4,070 for starting this new 
industry. He wished to know whether 
the Colonial Office proposed to send out 
immediately any grant for the purpose 
of alleviating the present distress. 
Numbers of people were out of work; 
bridges and roads were falling into dis- 
repair because there was no money to 
spend on them. 


And as to the grant 
itself, was the Colonial Government in 
St. Helena to be responsible for the 
spending of the money! Was it a tree 
gift, or was there to be an obligation on 
the Colonial Government to return it at 
some future time, or to pay a certain sum 
per annum as interest to the Imperial 
‘Government ? He believed that flax had 
| been grown for many years in the island, 
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and the attempt had been made to con- 
vert it into fibre; but owing to the 
machinery being indifferent and placed 
in the wrong situation, the enterprise 
had not been a success. With regard 
to the item of £400 for a flax 
expert who was to be brought from 
New Zealand, he had no experience of 
wages in New Zealand, but he should say 
that that was quite an adequate sum to 
pay forone year. At the present moment 
the cattle owners of St. Helena owned some 
1,200 head of stock, and having regard 
to the fact that they were encouraged by 
the Government to increase their stock 
in order that the island might be self- 
supporting in time of war, he thought 
they should receive some compensation 
from the Government now that their 
market for the stock had dis- 
appeared. They had spent a consider- 
able sum in increasing their stock, 
and the result of the withdrawal of ihe 
garrison was that they were left with 
ihat stock, which they could no 
sell in the island and which they 
could not export owing to the heavy 
freights. The property owners of James- 
town also had been put to con- 
siderable expense in connection with a 
scheme of drainage which they did not 
think necessary, but which was under- 
taken at the instance of the Royal 
Engineers because the Government 
were preparing to build new barracks 
in the town. The troops were now 
withdrawn and the barracks had not 
been built, and it was rather hard 
that those property owners should be called 
upon to expend money upon an improve- 
ment they did not require. He thought 
they were entitled to some consideration 
from the Government in that regard. 
He thanked the Government for the grant 
they were making to St. Helena, and 
hoped that he would receive an answer 
from the hon. Gentleman the Under- 
Secretary to the questions he had put 
to him. 


*Mr. MORTON regretted that he 
had to occupy the attention of the 
House on this occasion, but owing 
to the Vote having been closured 


in Committee no opportunity had 
been given to discuss these particular 
items. His main objection to some of 
them was that although they might 
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be useful for their present purposes he 
thought they might be much better 
spent on our own people in our own 
country. He referred particularly to 
Sutherlandshire. Chinese repatriation 
had been so frequently discussed that it 
was not necessary to deal with it to- 
night, but he certainly did object to the 
term Chinese coolies appearing in the 
Papers of the House instead of the 
proper term, which was _ Chinese 
slavery. At the time of the general 
election it was called Chinese slavery, 
and he believed it was Chinese slavery 
still, and the worst form of slavery 
known, being slavery for the making of 
money, and it was the sort of slavery 
described by Wesley as “The Sum of all 
Villainy.”” He had had no explanation 
from the Government as to why they 
had altered the name. Then there was 
the grant for the Imperial Institute, an 
entirely new item. Nobody knew how 
that money was going to be spent. But 
he knew how tha’ body had wasted the 
hundreds and thousands of pounds which 
had been given to them during the last 
twenty years. It was time they stopped 
those grants to an Institute which did 
no useful work, but spent the money on 
salaries and getting titles. He noticed 
that the Estimate was £1,400, and that if 
it was passed the Imperial Institute was 
to have the money for three years, so that 
the sum they would get would be 
£4,200 not £1,400 only. On the previous 
occasion they had not the opportunity 
of asking the Under-Secretary for 
the Colonies to explain the Vote, and 
consequently the hon. Gentleman had 
not explained it. He did not believe the 
hon. Gentleman could, but stil! they were 
entitled to hear him try to do so and to 
endeavour to give them some informa- 
tion as to what was going to be done 
with the money. There was another 
matter he should like to see inquired 
into. In 1887, some £30,000 was col- 
lected in the City for the purpose of 
erecting a building within the City, and to 
be used for Colonial trade purposes. The 
money was ear-marked and left in trust 
for that object. The adventurers got the 
money somehow and spent it in salaries, 
etc. A trust should be sacred. When 
was that trust money to be returned ? 
With all the charges on this country 
and the claims upon it for old age 
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pensions and other things, including 
the repayment of debt, the House 
was asked to give £4,500 to a sot 
of adventurers who were only looking 
out for titles when he himself wanted 
the money for real bona fide objects 
in Sutherlandshire. The best way which 
hon. Members could occupy their time 
was in criticising the money Votes, 
and it was their duty to take care 
that British money was not wasted. 
He trusted the Government would 
bear in mind not only their own 
pledges but the pledges given by the 
Liberal Party at the general election 
to economise and they should resist 
the attempts of that sort of people who 
came claiming thousands for no useful 
purpose. He trusted also that the 
hon. Gentleman would tell the House 
who constituted the Imperial Institute 
and what claim they had to any of the 
money of the taxpayers of the country. 


Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) 
said he desired to ask the Under-Secre- 
tary for the Colonies what was the justi- 
fication he had to offer for presenting 
these Estimates, which were small ones, 
as Supplementary Estimates at all. Why 
should they be presented as Supple- 
mentary Estimates rather than as or- 
dinary Estimates for next year? The 
£52,000 which they were now asked to 
vote would go in the ordinary course 
to the reduction of the National Debt. 
He thought the hon. Gentleman and the 
House would agree that the present 
state of National Debt was a far more 
important matter, generally speak- 


ing, to which the money should be 
apvlied, than anyone of the four pur- 
poses with which they were now dealing. 
He submit ed that it was only justifiable 
to divert such money from the re- 
duc ion of Deb* if some really grave 
emergency could be shown. He had 
looked over the items, and although 
they might be perfectly proper, so far 
as he was able to judge, he did not see any 
great urgency or exigency such as alone 
would justify the diversion of money from 
the reduction of the National Debt. For 
instance, in regard to the small grant to 
St. Helena, if they could not find the 
money, was it really impossible to wait 
three weeks, for that was all it meant, 
Mr. Morton. 
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until they could put the grant into the 
ordinary Estimates, and so avoid the 
diversion of this sum from the National 
Debt? He saw that two of the grants 
were to be subject to audit. The grant 
to St. Helena was to be subject to the 
audit of the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General, but no surrender of any un- 
expended balance was to be made to 
the Exchequer. In those circumstances, 
he did not in the least understand what 
useful purpose would be served by an 
audit, which was to ensure that the 
money had been spent in accordance 
with the order of the House, and that 
any balance left was to be surrendered 
to the Exchequer. If the money was 
to be handed over to St. Helena straight 
away, and not a farthing was to come 
back in the ordinary financial course, 
an audit was perfectly useless. It 
mattered nothing to the House whether 
the Government of St. Helena had spent 
the money on flax, rum, tobacco, or 
any other object. It would be repre- 
hensible in the Government of St. Helena, 
but it seemed to him that as far as the 
Treasur, were concerned, if they were 
under no circumstances to see any of 
the money again, it was a perfectly use- 
less expense and trouble to provide 
an audit. He certainly recognised that 
Supplementary Estimates asa whole were 
objectionable, and some of those now 
before the House were of a novel char- 
acter. They were small, and he did not 
in the least feel justified in making any 
very serious complaint of them. He 
hoped, however, that the hon. Gentleman 
would be able to tell them what in his 
opinion was the use of an audit when no 
balance was to be surrendered to the 
Exchequer. 


THE UNDERSECRETARY or 
STATE ror tHe COLONIES (Mr. 
CHURCHILL, Manchester, N.W.) said the 
hon. Gentleman who had just sat down 
had very properly devoted his attention 
to the severely financial aspect of the 
Supplementary Estimate now before 
the House. He entirely agreed with 
the strong prejudice which the hon. 
Gentleman had expressed against Supple- 
mentary Estimates. He was sure that it 
ought to be the practice of every Govern- 
ment to keep them within moderate 
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proportions. That was always the pre- 
cept which they themselves had en- 
joined, early and late, during some periods 
of the last Parliament, and they were 
endeavouring, so far as the Colonial 
Office was concerned, to do their best 
to live up to the practice which they 
had enjoined, not very successfully, 
upon others. But he was _ bound 
to say that he did not think any 
serious charge could be brought against 
them in regard to this Estimate. 
Very often a Supplementary Estimate 
was needed because the original Estimate 
had been exceeded, but he thought that 
such a ground required a special measure 
of explanation, because there had been 
a mistake or a_ miscalculation. But 
none of the items included in this very 
small Vote arose from under-estimating. 
There had been no mistake whatever. 
They arose entirely from new circum- 
stances wuich had sprung up. If the hon. 
Gentleman looked through the Vote, he 
would see that the last three were entirely 
due to new circumstances, and that the 
first one, which appeared on the Paper as 
an under-estimate, was not so really, 
because the old contract for the West 
Indian Mail Service had lapsed, and it 
was not until the autumn that the new 
arrangements—which were merely tem- 
porary arrangements—were entered int», 
by which a subsidy of £8,500 a year, a very 
much smaller subsidy than was previously 
paid, became ‘necessary. Consequently, 
it had not been possible to estimate 
for that item before the ordinary Estimates 
were presented. The hon. Member was also 
greatly concerned at the statement in the 
explanatory notes that although the grant 
of money to St. Helena was to be subject to 
the audit of the Comptroller and Auditor- 
(reneral no surrender would be made to 
the Exchequer of any balance. He was 
informed that such a practice was abun- 
dantly justified by precedent over the 
whole area of the Estimates. It should 
not be the rule, but from time to time 
exceptions were permitted. He thought 
the hon. Gentleman would see that there 
was great advantage in certain cases 
in allowing a little latitude. Supposing 
the hon. Gentleman were to say that 
Whatever was not expended of the sum 
granted. to St. Helena should be sur- 
rendered to the Exchequer, he would offer 


a very great incentive to the Government | 


{6 Marcu 1907} 


(Report). 866 


of the island to say to the persons who 
were concerned in that grant that they 
must make sure to spend the money, 
so that none of it would have to be 
surrendered to the Exchequer. 


Mr. BOWLES said what he suggested 
was that the proper thing to do was _ to 
make this really a free grant in aid. 
If no balance was to be returned an andit 
was a useless and unnecessary formality. 


Mr. CHURCHILL said he could not 
agree with the hon. Gentleman in that 
respect. Not only was it most important 
that the House and the Minister in 
charge of the Estimates should know 
that the money of the taxpayers voted 
for certain purposes was directed to 
those purposes, but it was also most 
important that the Colonial Office should 
have detailed information by communica- 
tion with the Government of St. Helena 
as to the spending of these sums of 
money, in order to secure that there 
was no waste, and that a_ satisfactory 
result was obtained. On the whole, 
and with all respect for the hon. Member’s 
hereditary interest in financial purity, 
he thought they might claim that they 
had a clean sheet to present to the 
House so far as the Colonial Office 
was concerned, in regard to the sums of 
money required in the Supplementary 
Estimates. The hon. Member for the 
Blackpool Division of Lancashire and 
the hon. Member for Tewkesbury had 
both referred to the subject of relieving 
distress in St. Helena, not merely for 
the moment, but by some permanent 
method of producing wealth, by means 
of the fiax industry. He would feel 
more inclined to congratulate the hon. 
Member for Tewkesbury on the extent 
of the knowledge and information which 
he had brought to the subject than the 
hon. Member for Blackpool, whose speech 
had not contributed very much to their 
informa ion on the subject. The hon. 
Member for Blackpool had accused him 
of inaccuracy. He would be very sorry 
to give inaccurate information, but 
he was informed that his original state- 
ment was accurate. The Government 
of St. Helena were ready to remove 
very nearly 200 men; they had heard 
from the hon. Member for Tewkesbury 
that the number was over 180, and 
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that saving, direct and indirect, meant, | 


according to the War Office, upwards 
of £35,000 a year. That being so, he 
thought it would be seen that they 
were making a thrifty financial arrange- 
ment with regard to the island. 


Mr. ASHLEY: I based my remarks 
on the Secretary for War’s statement. 


Mr. CHURCHILL said he had just 
had an opportunity of consulting his 
right hon. friend the Secretary for War, 
and he found that the statement he had 
made was entirely correct. The hon. 
Gentleman was in doubt whether the flax 
industry would prosper, but he saw 
no reason why it should not. He 
gathered from the hon. Member for 
Tewkesbury, who had considerable know - 
ledge of the matter, that they were 
acting wisely and thriftily in taking the 
step proposed. At any rate a flourishing 
flax industry of modest dimensions 
and not unremunerative, was carried 
on from 1876 to 1880, and its failure 
was largely due to the circumstance 
that the factories were in places incon- 
veniently situated; but by the em- 
ployment of an expert, and with the aid 
of past experience, the Government hoped 
to be able to avoid the errors which 
caused the failure of the flax industry 
when it was previously in existence. 
He gathered from the hon. Member for 
Tewkesbury, with whom the hon. Mem- 
ber for Blackpool might very well 
consult in these matters, that £400 
a year would not be an inadequate 
sum for the kind of man wanted 
for this particular sort of work. But 
this was not the only plan they had in 
regard to St. Helena. They had given a 
small sum of £300 in aid of immediate dis- 
tress, in aid of certain persons in neces- 
sitous circumstances ; and they were now 
considering whether they could help out 
of public money to remove some of these 
people from St. Helena to the main land. 
The Government had also arranged with 
the Admiralty to allow ships of war that 
might be conveniently passing the island 
to buy the cattle which in the altered 
circumstances were beyond the needs 
of the population. His hon. friend the 
Member for Sutherland had dealt with 
a question which was not touched upon 


Mr. Churchill. 


{COMMONS} 








(Report). 868 


last Tuesday, namely, the grant to the 
Imperial Institute. The Government 
were asking for a very small sum of 
money, but it was for a very worthy 
object, and there was hardly any item of 
expenditure he would have more con- 
fidence in recommending to the House, 
The Imperial Institute was gradually 
fulfilling its mission. 


Mr. MORTON : 


deal of money. 


It has cost a great 


Mr. CHURCHILL said that was per- 
fectly true, but it was worth all the money 
it had cost. Through the agency of the 
Imperial Institute the Crown Colonies and 
Protectorates were every day coming into 
closer contact with our industries, and 
were producing an ever-increasing stream 
of many varieties of raw material that 
was indispensable to the industries of 
the country, and samples of those pro- 
ducts were always on view at the Institute 
so that persons interested might learn 
where they were to be obtained. The 
Institute also constituted a sort of central 
laboratory of research in which questions 
raised by the self-governing Colonies and 
the Crown Colonies and _ Protectorates 
could be investigated. They had to be 
very careful not to use the Imperial In- 
stitute staff for the purpose of saving 
private persons the cost of an analyst’s 
fee. Consequently they hardly ever fur- 
nished information except to the Govern- 
ment of the Colony concerned, but they 
did furnish year by year and month by 
month a great deal of valuable informa- 
tion to the Government. As many as 
6,300 letters were written last year from 
the Imperial Institute giving valuable 
information in regard to these products to 
the Governors of the Colonies and Pro- 
tectorates, and the exhibition had been 
visited by 80,000 persons. The annual 
cost of carrying on the Institute was not 
very great. The funds for the purpose 
were supplied by contributions from the 
Crown Colonies and Protectorates, a small 
subvention of £650 from India, and £3,000 
a year provided by the interest on the 
original endowment of the Institute. 
Formerly there was a further sum of 
£2,000 a year contributed by the Com- 
missioners of the Exhibition of 1851,4but 
that came to an end in 1905, and it was 
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partly to fill up the gap thus caused that 
the grant of £1,400 had been placed on 
the Paper. 


Mr. MORTON: Why did the Com- 


missioners withdraw their grant ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: They withdrew it 
because they did not propose to pay it any 
longer. 


Mr. MORTON: 


wise. 


We should do like- 


Mr. CHURCHILL said it would be a 
pity if the good work that was being done 
by the Institute were brought to an end 
for want of funds. The prosperity of the 
Crown Colonies and Protectorates was 
developing so rapidly that it was possible 
to hope that their contributions would 
soon relieve this country of the grant 
to the Imperial Institute. He agreed 
that they ought to be very careful 
not to make an undue demand upon 
the taxpayers of this country for 
the purpose, because those taxes were 
paid by the very poor as well as by 
the rich. He did not think the small 
sum of £1,400 would be an imprudent 
investment on our part, and he hoped 
the House would sanction it. The 
grant from the City was really a 
permanent endowment of the Institute ; 
and the suggested museum in the City 
was not carried out because it was 
found that the purpose for which it 
was intended was already _satistorily 
discharged by the Board of Trade. 
He was sure his hon. friend would not on 
consideration apply the epithet “ ad- 
venturers” to the distinguished people 
on the committee of the Institute, whose 
valuable services were entirely honorary, 
and still less to the officials, whose ser- 
vices Were generous proportionately to the 
salaries they received. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN agreed 
with the hon. Gentleman as to the value 
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| ment 


of the services rendered to the Crown | 
Colonies and Dependencies by the In- | 


perial Institute. He suggested, in the 
most friendly spirit, that care should be 
taken that the Institute did not duplicate 
the work which was so admirably done by 
Kew in regard to colonial products. It 


| 
| 
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number of the letters written to the Im- 
perial Institute were similar to those 
received at Kew, and which were dealt 
with by the officials at Kew. He alluded 
to such inquiries as the commercial value 
of some particular agricultural product in 
some colony or dependency, whether the 
sample sent was saleable in the English 
market, what was the right seed for them 
to plant, and where they could obtain it. 
That kind of work had been done at Kew 
with great zeal and success, and he hoped 
the Imperial Institute and Kew would be 
kept sufficiently in touch to take care that 
two men were not answering the same 
questions and possibly giving contra- 
dictory advice. He also suggeste| that 
specimens of the raw materials on 
view at the Institute should be sent 
for exhibition on tour through districts 
concerned with manufactures in which 
those materials were employed. The 
unfortunate condition of the people of 
St. Helena had the warmest sympathy of 
the Opposition, and they would heartily 
support the grant for their relief. In 
that matter the Government could not do 
less than they had done, and he was not 
quite certain that they ought not to do 
more in other cases, such as_ those 
in connection with the dockyards and 
arsenals, where enormous discharges 
of workmen had taken place and where 
workmen very often were forced to 
leave the district and seek employ- 
elsewhere. He wished to say 
a few words upon the purely financial 
aspect of the question. The Under- 
Secretary of State had just explained 
that this was a moderate Vote. ‘He 
agreed that it was such a Vote‘ as 
could very properly be put down as a 
Supplementary Estimate. The right 
hon. Gentleman had taken credit,,for 
the fact that no part of it was due 
to error in estimating. He wished, to 
say a word by way of caution as to 
the stringency with which the hon. 
Member laid down the rule that any 
Supplementary Estimate necessitated by 
under-estimating was in itself a bad thing. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I said it required 


special explanation. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 
it should be borne in mind that such 


seemed to him that probably a great | Estimates would sometimes be necessary. 
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If to the permanent officials it was made 
difficult to get a Supplementary Estimate 
where they had under-estimated they 
would always over-estimate, and the 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer would 
be forced to raise more money than was 
necessary in order that the officials might 
have a sufficient amount. What they 


Supply 


were now considering were, he thought, | 
fair charges for a Supplementary Esti- | 


mate, because in the first place they were 
unforeseen and urgent, and they were 
charges belonging to the year in which 
the Vote was taken. The Under-Secre- 
fary for the Colonies was under a mis- 
apprehension. From the remarks he 
had made he seemed to be of opinion that 
a grant in aid was the proper way of 


dealing with a matter of this kind. The 
Government of which he himself was 4 


member were never allowed a grant in 


aid without being denounced by hon. 
gentlemen opposite and even by the 
Under-Secretary himself. 
Mr. CHURCHILL: I think not. 
Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN | said 
that was a matter on which the hon. 


Member’s memory was no doubt better 
than his own. But it was a fact that 
the Conservative Government were de- 
nounced by hon. Gentlemen opposite for 


proposing grants in aid. He was glad 
that experience of office had brought | 


wisdom and that they had now learned | 
what they refused to learn in Opposition, | 
namely, that a grant in aid was not! 


only a reasonable, but the only economi- 
cal way of dealing with some matters. 
As to the audit, he pointed out that 
all the Comptroller and Auditor-General 
would do in this matter would be to 
see that the money voted by Parliament 
was paid to the Government of St. 
Helena; he would not m-ke an audit 
as to how the monev was spent by that 
Government. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The 
Office will get an audit of it. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN said 


the audit mentioned in the note to the | 
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rest. In cases of this kind payments to 
the Colonies must always be audited by 
the Colonial Office. 


Lorp R. CECIL (Marv!ebone, E.) said 
the Under-Secretary had defended this 
arrangement because he said it woul! 
be a very great inducement to the 
authorities of St. Helena to pay away 
the whole of the sum if they had to 
pay back the balance to the Treasury. 
That argument was perfectly sound, 
and it was one which was often used, 
but it applied equally to every conceivable 





Colonial] | 


kind of Vote. He ventured to think 
| that the repayment of the balance of a 
| Vote was an advantage that had received 
| exaggerated praise. If the present Vote 
/was a good one, the Chancellor of 
'the Exchequer ought to be pressed to 
‘abolish the system of repayment alto- 
gether, and to trust to the spending 
department to do its best with the 
|/money entrusted to it. The grant 
| was either in relief of the poverty of the 
‘island or an aid to an industry. If it 
was a grant in aid of an industry he 
| would like to hear what the strict fiscal 
| economists among the supporters of the 
| Government thought of the policy. 
| The Government should also give some 
account of the circumstances which 
led them to suppose that the grant of 
£4,070 was going to make a permanent 
improvement in the condition of St. 
Helena. Unless it was going to do 
that it was really throwing away money. 
They had received no information on 
that point except what they had heard 
from the hon. Member for Tewkesbury. 
He did not think they had received any 
information to Jead them to suppose 
that the flax industry was going to be 
set up by the £4,000. He understood 
the Under-Secretarv to indicate that 
the grant would be renewed. Grants 
in relief were real'y very dangerous 
things indeed. If thev were to be applied 
generally there might as well be 2 
erant in relief whenever men were 
dismissed from a dockyard. They ought 
to know the special ground which took 
this particular grant out of the general 
rule that such grants were objectionable. 


Estimate had nothing to do with the, 


Colonial Office audit, and therefore, so | 


far as the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General was concerned, the matter would 


Mr. Austen Chimberluin. 


Mr. STANLEY WILSON (Yorkshire, 
E.R., Holderness) said he was afraid he 
could not agree that this was a moderate 
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Supplementary Estimate. He thought 
three of the subheads were of the most 
immoderate character, and one, that 
relating to the repatriation of Chinese 
coolies, he considered absolutely unneces- 
It certainly ought not to fall on 


sary. It 
the British taxpayers. Why was _ it 
placed upon the Paper at all? It was 


placed there as a sop to the consciences 
of hon. Members who supported the 
Under-Secretary for the Colonies. The 
cost of the repatriation of Chinese coolies 
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ought to be paid by the mine-owners 
themselves. That was the policy which 
was being adopted in the New Hebrides | 
(Convention, where it was provided that | 
the employer should pay for the repatria- 
tion of native labourers. 
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was grown in St. Helena there was the 
prospect, provided the latest machinery 
was pu: up, that an industry might be 
started which would relieve the dis- 
tressed islanders. He therefore hoped 
that the Government would provide the 
best machinery that could be found. 
If that were done, he saw no reason why 
the industry should not be profitable, 
and on that ground he would certainly 
support the Vote, and be glad to see it 
down again in next vear’s Estimates. 


Viscount HELMSLEY (Yorkshire, 
N.R., Thirsk) said the Under-Secretary 
for the Colonies did not seem to realise 
the very exact analogy between the re- 
patriation of the Chinese coolies in South 


| Africa and the repatriation of the native 


Mr. CHURCHILL : 
break their contract. 


If they do not 


Mr. STANLEY WILSON asked if 
the Government in that case would pay 
the cost of repatriating the labourer. 
They were going to spend nice sums of 
money in the future if they were to be 
responsible for the repatriation of the | 
native labourers in the New Hebrides | 
as well as the Chinese coolies in South 
Africa. He was sure everybody wished 
to see the Imperial Institute develop | 
ito a great institution, and there was no 
one who was not glad to see a sum of 
money upon the Estimates for it. 


*Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth) said he | 
should like to add a word with regard to | 
the grant-in-aid for the flax industry in | 
St. Helena, because flax cultivation was | 
i subject on which, perhaps, he almost 
alone in the House had some experience. 
At first he did not know whether it was 
the kind of flax grown in the North of | 
Ireland or another kind grown in New 
fealand which was suggested. He now 
knew that it was the flax which was grown 
in New Zealand known as the Phormiam 
Tenur, which had spread throughout 
the islands and was a most useful 
ibre-bearing plant. There was at the 
very first great difficulty found in freeing 


it from glutinous matter. Machinery 
was set up to overcome this, and, 





ilthough for a time it was found totally 
Inefective, he was glad to say it had 
now been largely remedied, so that if 
4 considerable quantity of flax! 


labourers in the New Hebrides. The 


| Opposition believed there was an exact 


analogy. He did not see why, if it were 
necessary to spend so large an amount of 
money on the repatriation of Chinese 
coolies, it was not equally necessary in 
repatriating indentured labourers from the 
New Hebrides who might be as unaware 
of the conditions of their labour as the 
Chinese coolies were in South Africa. 
Therefore, as the Government had estab- 
lished the extraordinary precedent of 
sending back the Chinese coolies to their 
own country because they wished to 
break their contract, without any other 
reason for going back, he would like to 
have some explanation from some other 
member of the Government—perhaps 
the Chief Secretary for Ireland—why such 
a course was not adopted in ‘his instance 
if it was to be justified in South Africa. 
He had no doubt it would be said that 
the French Government would have to 
be approached in regard to the question, 
but he would be sorry for ihe Minister 
who was willing to do that. The French 
Government would treat a suggestion of 
that kind as an absurdity; and there-- 
fore he thought the Opposition were 
justified in saving that the repatriation 
of Chinese coolies to their own country 
for no other reason than that they were 
tired of their work was also an absurdity. 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON (Lanark- 
shire, N.W.) thought that the Under- 
Secretary for the Colonies was a little 
captious in his criticism of the hon. 
Member for Biackpool. His hon. friend 
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had taken his information from the 
statement of the Secretary for War, 
who had evidently been guilty of a 
numerical inexactitude in regard to 
the garrison of St. Helena. As to the 
merits of the grant-in-aid to St. Helena, 
he understood that the Government had 
given it because they believed in the 
principle of giving consolation money to 
the island, which had suffered from the 
withdrawal of troops in pursuance of 
various military considerations. But St. 
Helena was not the only portion of the 
Empire which had so suffered. He would 
remind the Under-Secretary for the 
Colonies that claims for grants-in-aid had 
more than once been put before the 
Colonial Office by St. Lucia and Bar- 
bados. He wanted to know whether 
the crop which was to be grown in St. 
Helena was ordinary flax. Assistance 
was to be given for machinery, water- 
power, sheds, and drying machines, but 
if in addition there was to be a con- 
tribution towards the cultivation of flax 
itself and that failed, the Government 
would have to come to the House for an 
increased subvention. 


Supply 


Mr. CHURCHILL said that if the flax 
industry was a success in St. Helena it 
was possible that in a few years the Colony 
would be self-supporting ; but if not, then 
further demands would have to be met 


{COMMONS} 





for assistance in some other form. 





Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON said he 
was much obliged for the answer of the 
hon. Gentleman, which was what he ex- 
pected ; but he hoped that when oppor- 
tunity offered the claims of other parts of 
the Empire for subventions would be 
considered. 





| 

Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye) said | 
that the Under-Secretary for the Colonies | 
spoke as if it were a matter for congratu- | 
lation that the figures of the Supple- | 
mentary Estimate were not due to an 
under-estimate. He supposed, _ strictly 
speaking, that that was true, but he 
thought he was justified in saying that 
the size of the figure for the repatriation 
of the Chinese coolies was very largely 
due to the under-estimates of the Under- 
Secretary and his permanent officials. If 
his memory served him right the hon. 
Gentleman estimated the cost per head 


Mr. Mitchell-Thomson. 
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of repatriation at £17 10s., and on the 
same day that this Supplementary Esti- 
mate was issued he thought the hon. 
Gentleman in answer to a Question, 
stated that the number repatriated was 
550 odd, or about 1 per cent. of the total 
number. Taking the number at 550, the 
sum asked for in this Estimate came 
to a very much larger sum than £17 10s. 
per head. If, on the other hand, a larger 
margin was provided for to allow for 
repatriation up to the end of the financial 
year, they would like to know what 
ground the Under-Secretary had for 
supposing that the rate of repatriation 
would increase so enormously during the 
last few weeks of the financial year. He 
found £17 10s. per head 
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Mr. CHURCHILL : It is not a case of 
under-estimating. This is the first Esti- 
mate ever presented on the subject and it 
cannot be an under-estimate. 


Mr. COURTHOPE said that in his first 
sentence he had said the hon. Gentle- 
man’s statement on the point was strictly 
true, but his figures would not be so 
large if his estimate in this House—not 
in the Estimates of last year, but as 
stated from his place on the Treasury 
Bench—had been correct. The hon. 
Gentleman estimated £17 10s. as the cost 
per head of repatriation. The present 
Estimate worked out at something like 
£40. He was quite certain the House 
was given to understand last year when 
the matter was under discussion, that 
the cost would be very much less than 
that, but he believed he was right in 
the figure he had stated. He hoped some 
reply would be given on the point. The 
figure was certainly mentioned from the 
Treasury Bench. 


First Resolution agreed to. 
Second Resolution read a second time. 


Mr. DILLON (Mayo. E.) — said he 
wished to move the reduction of the 
Vote by £1,000 in respect of the Com- 
mit‘ee of Inquiry in regard to ihe 
Department of Agriculture in Ireland. 
Hon. Members would recollect that 
immediately after the present Govern- 
ment took office an announcement 
was made that they intended to appoint a 
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Committee to inquire into the working | and again a pledge was given by that 
of the Department of Agriculture and | Government that the holder of the office 
Technical Instruction in Ireland. That| of the head of this Department would 
Department was set up by an Act of| remain a member of the Government. 
Parliament which was passed in the | The present Government, however, when 
year 1899 and came into operation | pressed for some ground for the appoint- 
in 1900. The Department, therefore,| ment of this Committee were unable, in 
had been at work for a period of| spite of strong remonstrances from that 
oily six years. The first obser- | quarter of the House, to give any explana- 
vation he wished to make was that this | tion except the production of this corre- 
was the only case that he could recall in | spondence which involved the continu- 
a somewhat prolonged experience in | ance in office at the head of the Depart- 
which a Government had undertaken to; ment of that gentleman whe was 
appoint a Committee without any undoubtedly a Unionist in politics. 
demand coming from any person either, No doubt Sir Horace Plunkett had 
inside or outside the House. He would|as much right to be a Unionist 
urge upon the Chief Secretary for Ireland) as he (Mr. Dillon) had to be a 
the fact that there was absolutely no| Nationalist, but he had no right 
demand from any public authority or} to be a member of the present Govern- 
body in Ireland or from Members of} ment, as in reality he was, in view of the 
the House for an inquiry. There were | pledges which had been given. He made 
two reasons why that demand was not| no charge of any kind against the late 
made. First of all, because the Agri- | Chief Secretary, who came into office in a 
cultural Department was only six years | strange country in which, as the present 
of age, and they in Ireland thought | Chief Secretary, had said, he found himself 
they knew all about its work; and, | in an immense jungle of Boards and De- 
secondly, because they understood | partments and officials. But he did say 
that the first work of the Govern- | that the real object of the appointment of 
ment would be to re-organise all the! this Committee was to find some means 
Departments in Ireland, and they could | of continuing Sir Horace Plunkett at 
not conceive what good purpose would} the head of the Department. If the 
be served by an inquiry into the working | Committee had not been appointed no 
of the youngest Department, pending | doubt Sir Horace Plunkett would have 
the proposal of the Government to trans- | Jeft his office in the same way that right 
fer all duties of this sort to popular) hon. and hon. Gentlemen above the 
control. However limited might be the | gangway had done. Inasmuch as the 








scheme which the Government introduced | Government could give no reasons for 
for the transference of the powers of the | the institution of the inquiry, he could 
Departments to the new Irish authority, | only come to the conclusion that the 
it seemed to him an extraordinary and | decision was come to before the late 
unprecedented course for the Govern-| (thief Secretary understood the wiles 
ment to set up an expensive Committee | and deceptions of Irish political life, 
costing £1,800 or £2,000 when there was! and that it was forced upon him in 
no demand for it. When they questioned | order to maintain Sir Horace Plunkett 
the Government on the subject, moreover, | at the head of the Department. He 
they were unable to obtain any explana-| thought he was justified in saying 
tion whatever, but a very remarkable | that in the whole annals of the British 
correspondence between the late Chief) House of Commons there was no case 
Secretary, Mr. Bryce, and Sir Horace parallel to this, where a member of a 
Plunkett was disclosed. Mr. Bryce asked | Jate Administration, after his Party had 
‘ir Horace Plunkett whether in view of | Jeft office, had been retained at the 
this inquiry taking place he would con-| }.34 of an important Department of 
tinue to act as the head of the) ,, ; ei rene j 
ii steninik sideline the coatlonion and State. Some of them who did not approve 
partment } g . or ee 
meanwhile cease to express his political | of Sir Horace f lunkett’s administra- 
opinions. That was a most extraordinary | tion, and who in any case protested 
request. Sir Horace Plunkett was a/ against this action, questioned the 
member ofthe late Government, andagain | Prime Minister early last sesion upon the 
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subject. And what did the right hon. | 
Gentleman say! He said that the re- 
appointment of Sir Horace Plunkett | 
was a purely temporary appointment, 
that it was solely for the purpose of 
aiding this Committee of Inquiry, and— 
so far as his memory carried him—that 
it would come to an end immediately 
the Committee reported. And so specific 
was the pledge given when the Act 
was passed in 1899, that the office 
would be a political office, and that the 
person heading it should be a member 
of the Government, that Mr. Gerald 
Balfour, who was then Chief Secretary 
for Ireland, was asked who was to 
appoint this man, and he then said the 
appointment would be by one of 
tie principal Secretaries of State. He 
was to be a Minister sitting in this 
House and responsible to the House 
for the working of the Department. 
Why did they take this particular 
opportunity of raising the question ? 


They desired to impress upon the 
House that the Committee having 


carried on its inquiry, having closed 
its evidence in the month of July 
last. considerably before the Committee 
on University Education closed its evi- 
dence, had not yet reported, and they had 
been told that the Report would not be ' 
ready until May or June, whereas the 
University Committee reported a month 
ago. He wished to know why this 
Committee was appointed. Why had 
there been this useless expenditure ? 
Why was the Report so long delayed ? 
They were confirmed in the convic- 
tion that the whole purpose and object 
of the inquiry had been to return Sir 
H. Plunkett at the head of this Depart- 
ment in Ireland and that the purpose of 
the delay was to continue him in that 
office. He supposed the idea of certain , 
people in Ireland was that the public 
mind would get accustomed to this state , 
of affairs, and that they would say he | 
had done very well. It was a kind 
of damnosa_ hereditas, that had been 


left to the Government. “ Why not 
leave him where he is?” it would | 
be asked, and so they would be 
saddled with him at the head of the 
Department. He protested against the 
waste of money, against the delav 


in issuing the Report, and against Sir 
Horace Plunkett’s retention at the head | 
Mr. Dillon. 
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adequately acquainted. It 


| boards in the future. 








(Report). 


of this!Department, and he would ask 
the Government, without waiting for 
the Report, to regularise the matter 
by removing him and redeeming the 
pledge‘ given to the House of Com- 


/mons,%by putting upon the Treasury 


Bench someone who was in harmony 
with the Government, and who could 
share their responsibility and answer 
to the House for the operations of the 
Agricultural Department. The Chief 
Secretary was obliged to discharge the 
functions of many Ministers, under 
circumstances of great difficulty, going, 
as he necessarily did, to a country 
with the circumstances of which he in- 
was upon 
that ground that this appointment was 
made. If there was another Minister 
sitting with him in the House he would 
find a good deal of responsibility taken 
off his shoulders. They were not 
anxious on the Nationaiist benches to 
harass the right hon. Gentleman or 
to add to his labours. They were slow 
to put questions to him. [Cheers] 
That seemed to excite the hilarity of 
hon. Gentlemen above the gangway, 
but hon. Members must remember that 
there were eighty Irish Members and 
they did not put one quarter of the 
number of questions that other hon. 
Members did. 


An HON. MEMBER: We are the 


| Opposition. 


Mr. DILLON: And, we I suppose, are 
in a state of suspended animation, voting 


in opposition one day and with the 


Government the next. The hon. Member, 
continuing, said that as contrasted with 
the questions put to the right hon. Gen- 
tleman’s predecessors Irish Members 
were anxious to spare the Chief 
Secretary. But there were many ques- 
tions arising in connection with the 
Agricultural Department which they 
would like to ask, and he thought they 
were entitled to have a man on the 
Treasury Bench to reply to them. 
Whatever the Report of this w- 
necessary Committee might be, that 
Report must be handed over to the De- 


| partment which was to control these 


Surely the right 
hon. Gentleman would not tell the 
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House that he was going to embark upon 


the reorganisation of this particular | 


system of administration before he em- 
barked on the larger task of reorganising 
the whole administration of Ireland. If 
he was not going to do that he ought. 
in the meantime, .o get rid of Sir Horace 
Plunkett and to put on the Treasury 
Bench a man who would be responsible 
to the House for the administration of 
that Department. 


Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out ‘£10,000,’ and insert ‘ £9,000, 
—(Mr. Dillon,)--instead thereof.” 


Question proposed, ‘That ‘£10,000’ 
stand part of the said Resolution.” 


Toe CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 


LAND (Mr. Brrretuy, Bristol, N.) said | 


he was very much obliged to the House 
generally for the sympathetic manner 
in which it had received the feeling 
references made to his position, and 
he entirely shared that sympathy him- 
self. So far as the position of Sir Horace 
Plunkett was concerned, that stood 
exactly where it did when the Prime 
Minister answered the Question to which 


the hon. Member had referred. His 
Answer was a short one. It was as 
follows— 


“My view of the case is this—that the present 
state of things is purely temporary and purely 
exceptional. There is no intention, and there 
never has been any intention of converting an 
office which is of one character into an office of 
another character, with the same official serving 
init. That has never been contemplated, But 
as the whole matter was under review in order 
to place the Department in many respects on a 
better footing, it was thought that there was no 
harm in continuing Sir Horace Plunkett in the 
position rather than make a new appointment 


which would have to be subject to any change | 


found to be necessarv.’’t 


That was the view the 
then presented. Sir Horace Plunkett’s 


position was purely temporary, and 
there never was any intention and, | 
there was no intention whatever now, 


of the Government’s allowing a post which 
was created for one purpose to be re- 
tained by the same official under entirely 
different circumstances. He certainly 
looked forward to a time when he would 





+ See (4) Debates, elii., 355. 
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have the assistance of a colleague belong- 
ing to the same Administration sitting 
by his side, and taking over the very 
great burden of the administration of 
the Agricultural Department, until that 
more fortunate day arrived when that 
and other Departments of the State might 
find a proper and better administration 
in Ireland itself. That was the position 
of affairs. He could not for a moment 
believe that this Committee was set up 
by Mr. Bryce in order to keep Sir Horace 
Plunkett in the position which he now 
occupied. Mr. Bryce was of opinion 
that very great good could be done by 
having an inquiry of the kind which had 
gone on so long into the position of 
agriculture, fishing, and particularly tech- 
nical education, in Ireland itself. With 
a great knowledge of matters—greater 
knowledge than he (Mr. Birrell) had— 
Mr. Bryce seemed to have had con- 
siderable faith in the value of the Report 
which they were now expecting. The 
Committee consisted of a number of 
gentlemen well qualified to pursue the 
inquiry. It included particularly an 
official of his acquaintance in his late 
office—Mr. Ogilvie of South Kensington, 
than whom no man was more com- 
petent to inquire into the whole branch 
of technical education. There were other 
subjects—agriculture and _ fishing—on 
which it was considered that a Report 
would be most valuable, and he could 
assure hon. Gentlemen opposite that 
his predecessor appointed this Committee 
with great confidence that its inquiries 
would be most beneficial to Ireland. The 
delay, he thought, arose partly from the 
extreme complication of the questions 
which had arisen in connection with 
technical education in Ireland, and also 
owing to the fact that one of the Commit- 
teemen—the Hon. John Dryden—was a 
Canadian. Whether it was wise or not 
to put a gentleman who resided _ per- 
manently out of their jurisdiction on the 
Committee was another matter. But 
Mr. Dryden’s knowledge of agricultural 
problems that existed in Canada made his 
of services great value. Unfortunately, he 
had gone back to Canada, and the delay 
in making the Report thus arose. He 
was afraid the Report would not be 
made till Mav. He could not hold out 
any hope of its being made earlier. He 
had communicated with Sir Kenelm 
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Digby, the Chairman of the Committee, 
on the subject, and he hoped when they 
got the Report its value would justify 
the length of time they had been in 
expectation of it. The Report, what- 
ever it might contain, in no way affected 
the question of Sir Horace Plunkett's 
position. That remained entirely within 
the power and disposition of the Govern- 
ment to consider, and it remained exactly 
as had been stated bythe Premier. The 
appointment wasa temporary one. He 
did not know that there was absolutelv 
any occasion to wait for the result of 
these inquiries, although probably it 
would be found better to do so. He did 
not know how far his position was in 
any way a subject matter of the reference 
to the Committee, or that they would 
sav a single thing about it. Heimagined 
they would report about the value of 
the work and suggest improvements in 
connection with it. The subject re- 
mained entirely within the power of 
the Prime Minister to do just as he 
thought fit in the matter. He could not 
think that the hon. Member was right 
in” suggesting that the Committee 
which he hoped, would have valuable 
results, was simply concocte+ in order 
to save the situation for Sir Horace 


Plunkett. 


Supply 


Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) 
said it would have been noticed 
that the right hon. Gentleman had 
not said a single word in _ justi- 
fication of this temporary appoint- 
ment. He had given his explanation 
of the delay that had arisen with 
regard to the publication of the Report, 
and he had admitted that the appoint- 
ment was a temporary appointment, 
and that at the time it was made, 
when the Agricultural Department was 
established, it wasa political appoint- 
ment, and that a pledge was given that 
the position should be filled by a gentle- 
man with a seat on the Treasury Bench. 
But the right hon. Gentleman had not 
said one word in justification of the 
temporary appointment’s being made at 
all. What argument was there for 
continuing it? It was not to be until 
the Committee reported, because the 
right hon. Gentleman = said that 
that had probably nothing to say 
to that. What, then, was the reason ? 


Mr Birrell. 
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| He 
‘of the body called the Recess Com- 
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mittee which sat before the Agricultura] 
Department was established. It was 
in consequence of the Report of that 
Committee that the Bill was introduced 
into the House. They made certajp 
recommendations to the Government. 
and on those recommendations the 
xyovernment brought inthe Bill. One of 
the fundamental recommendations was 
that this appointment should be held bya 
member of the Government, and that 
he should sit on the Treasury Bench 
and answer Questions. What occurred? 
Sir. Horace Plunkett lost his seat in the 
House, and if the Government of the day 
were not prepared to find a seat for him 
he ought to have been prepared to vacate 
his office. That was what any other 
Member of the Government would have 
done. He did not do so. He remained 
in office although not in the House, and 
when that Government went out of office 
they had the extraordinary experience of 
finding that when Members of the Party 
now in power were appointed to all the 
other vacant places a Member of the 
Unionist Party was appointed to this post. 
He was theneligible for election, and had 
Sir Horace Plunkett successfully contested 
a constituency they would have seen the 
extraordinary spectacle of a member 
of the Government sitting on the Unionist 
Benches, and giving expression to 
Unionist views. He could not conceive 
the right hon. Gentleman allowing such 
a state of things to continue for a moment. 
He did not wish to speculate as to the 
reason why Sir Horace Plunkett was given 
the appointment, but the fact remained 
that a ridiculous and anomalous situation 
had arisen, and for his part he joined his 
hon. friend in calling upon the Govern- 
ment not to wait for the Committee's 
Report, but immediately to put this office 
upon a constitutional basis, and to put 
in the place of this Unionist gentleman 
some member of the Government, 80 
that there might be in the House a 
Minister responsible for the Department 
of Agriculture. 


And, it being a quarter-past Eight of 
the Clock, further was 
postponed without Question pu*, pursuant 
to Standing Order No. 4. 


proceeding 
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885 Railway Servants 
RAILWAY SERVANTS (HOURS OF 
LABOUR). 


Mr. W. HARVEY (Derbyshire, N.E.) 
rose to call attention to the hours of 
railway servants; and to move “ That 
this House disapproves of engine-drivers, 
firemen, guards, and other classes of 
railway employés being compelled to be 
on duty during excessive hours and 
being allowed but short intervals of rest, 
and urges upon the Government the 
necessity of applying more vigorously the 
Railway Regulation (Hours of Labour) 
Act, 1893, and, if this is inefficient, to 
prepare an Amendment tothe Act.” The 
hon. Member said this was the first 
time it had been his pleasure to address 
that House, and he claimed the indulgence 
which he felt sure would be extended 
tohim. In bringing forward this Motion, 
he was in complete harmony with 
the General Secretary of the Railway 
Servants Society, the hon. Member for 
Derby, who was the recognised repre- 
sentative of that body. When the Act of 
1893 was passed it was expected by 
the trade unionists of the country, and 
especially by railway servants, that there 
would be a great diminution in the hours 
of railway servants. The first section of 
that Act provided that the hours of 
work should be within reasonable limits, 
but the words “ reasonable limits” had 
never been accurately defined either 
in or out of the House. He asked 
why the sub-seciion providing that 
a railway company should be fined £100 
a day for non-compliance with orders 
made under the Act had never been 
put into operation. It appeared to him 
that the Act had not been administered 
as the railway servants expected it 


would be when it was passed. During 
the month of July last year a 


Return was published which gave 
some startling figures which seemed 
to him fully to justify that clause being 
put into operation. From that Return 
they found that 58,057 railway servants 
had worked for thirteen hours a day ; 
21,733 had worked fourteen hours ; 8,257 
had worked fifteen hours; 3,811 had 


worked sixteen hours; 1,797 had worked 
seventeen hours; and 1,636 had worked 
eighteen hours and upwardsaday. July 
was the best month that could be taken 
for the railway companies, because they 
had no fog, no snow, and no heavy 
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mineral traffic, all of which increased 
the hours. Since that Return was pub- 
lished, things had gone from bad to 
worse, and railways were working their 
men exceptionally long hours and beyond 
anything he had quoted to the House. 
There were large centres of railway 
servants in the division he represented, 
and he had been able to collect 
somewhat startling information from 
the men about excessive hours of 
work. He was prepared to place 
the information before the President 
of the Board of Trade on condition that 
the men’s names were not disclosed, 
because if they were disclosed the men 
would probably be dismissed or in- 
terfered with. The figures he was 
about to give were up-to-date and 


dealt with the existing state of 
things. On February Ist there were 
two cases of seventeen hours a 


day and two of eighteen hours. On 
February 6th, one of sixteen hours, one 
of seventeen hours, one of twenty-five 
hours, and one of thirty hours. On 
February 7th one of seventeen hours, 
three of twenty hours, one of twenty-two 
hours, one of twenty-eight hours, and one 
of thirty-one hours. In one case of thirteen 
days continuous work by one man, the 
average was thirteen hours thirty-six 
minutes a day ; in another of eight days 
continuous work the average was thirteen 
hours twenty-two minutes a day; 
another, seven days, thirteen hours 
twenty-three minutes ; another, also seven 
days, thirteen hours fifty-four minutes ; 
one twelve days, fourteen hours fifty- 
eight minutes average; one six days, 
fifteen hours fifty minutes; another, 
seven days, thirteen hours fifteen 
minutes ; and one other of seven days in 
which the average hours per day were 
thirteen hours fifty-eight minutes. But 
there were cases even worse than that. 
On January Ist of this year, out of 166 
men working in a certain railway centre, 
twenty-four worked over thirteen hours 
a day; on the 2nd, thirty-seven ; on the 
3rd, thirty-seven; on the 4th, fifty- 
four ; on the 5th, forty-six, and so on, until 
on February Ist they found that eighty-six 
men out of the 166 were working over 
thirteen hours a day. This system of 
long hours did not apply to one company 
alone. The Midland Railway Company 





had been in the van of progress and had 
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initiated many reforms, but they did not 
appear to be concerned about this last 
reform of bringing down the hours of 
labour, so necessary in the interest of 
humanity. Last session the matter was 
debated in the House, and the President 
of the Board of Trade replying to the 
debate said— 

‘He was obliged to his hon. friends for 
bringing this subject forward, and in the 
course of the next few months he hoped they 
would be able to clear up many of those cases 
in which there had been delay, and press the 
railway companies into conforming to the 
standard of twelve hours, which was rather 
high for any man.” + 
He wished to know whether the right hon. 
Gentleman’s hope in regard to influencing 
the managers of the railway companies 
had been realised. There was a 
very serious side to the matter, and 
if hon. Members would only refer to the 
number of accidents occurring on the 
railways, he felt sure that they would 
agree with him that the time had come 
when this question, in the interests of the 
general community, ought tobe dealt with. 
There had been published in the railway 
newspapers from the employers’ point of 
view figures which were very misleading. 
Those statistics placed all railway 
servants in one class and compared them 
with the number of accidents. That 
was not fair, because there were a large 
number of clerks, managers, and other 
men who were never brought into actual 
contact with danger at all, and who had 
no right to be included in the statistics 
of accidents. He would take the three 
most dangerous grades of railway ser- 
vants. He might add that he was 
indebted to the hon. Member for Derby 
for the statistics he was about to quote. 
Taking the goods guards and brakesmen 
of the railway companies, the fatal 
accidents were 27:10 for every 10,000 
men employed. In the case of the 
shunters the percentage was 26°17 
fatal accidents per 10,000, and the 
figure for the permanent way men was 
13°47 per 10,000. Those were the 
men who had to work on the dangerous 
parts of the railway system, and some- 
thing ought to be done to prevent that 
awful death rate among them. Probably 
he would hear from the opponents of 
the Motion the old stereotyped argument 
of economy and competition. That was 


t See (4) Debates, elvii., 580-1. 
Mr. W. Harvey. 
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the first time that he had had the honour 
of speaking in the House, but he ventured 
to assert that more men had been 
sacrificed on the altar of economics than 
upon any other altar in the country, 
The time had come when the humanity, 
and the life and limb of the nation, 
which was the wealth-producing part 
of it, should receive more consideration 
than mere economics, and nothing should 
left undone to save the lives of those 
who worked on our great railway systems, 





The question affected the general public 
most seriously. He submitted that the 
Government ought to take up the matter 
without any further delay. If they 
looked at railway accidents like the 
Salisbury catastrophe, which resulted in 
the death of twenty-eight persons, or the 
collision which occurred at Saltcoats in 
which seventy were injured, he thought the 
general public would agree that those men 
ought not to be allowed to work excessive 
hours to the danger of the public. But 
there was another side to the question. 
He did not want to take up too much 
time, because he knew there were experts 
anxious to address tlie House. He 
would, however, like to point out 
that this matter had something to do 
with the unemployed question. It was 
a subject which had been discussed 
on every public platform in the country. 
So long as they had one man working 
three days straight off and another man 
not working at all they would have the 
unemployed question unsolved. He 
would like to have a reliable computation 
made of the number of men who would 
be absorbed from the unemployed if 
reasonable hours of work were adopted 
on all the great railway systems. If 
humanity was to be sacrificed in 
this way, if men were to be called 
upon to work unreasonable _ hours, 
thus endangering their lives and running 
the risk of leaving widows and orphans 
to be kept out of charity—if all this 
could not be prevented under private 
enterprise, the sooner the State took 
over the railways of the country and 
managed them in the interests of the 
nation as a whole, the better. They 
had great expectations from the President 
of the Board of Trade, and he could assure 
the right hon. Gentleman that he would 





have the full support of hon. Members 
‘on both sides in strengthening the 
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Act of 1893 if it was too weak and 
feeble, in order to make it impossible 
for these men to be worked such long 
hours. He thanked the House for the 
patient hearing they had given him on 
his first occasion of addressing them. 
He trusted that he had put his case fairly 
and without offence to anyone. He 
was not interested in causing dissension, 
but he was interested in saving life and 
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limb. He had himself worked twenty- 
five years at that business in another | 
sphere, and his highest ambition and | 
concern had always been to save life and | 
limb, and protect the breadwinner of | 
the family. He had much pleasure in | 
moving the Resolution standing in his 
name. 


*Mr. BELL (Derby), in seconding, said | 
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put in by the Secretary to the Board of 
Trade stating that— 

“‘Tt appears that in the autumn of last year, 
owing to improved trade, there took place on 
some lines, particularly in the Midland district, 
a large increase in the traffic which led to 
congestion, the working of later trains, and the 
employment of men for longer hours.” 
Instead of improving, things had got 
considerably worse, and there was 
something which certainly needed look- 


‘ing into. The Return each year was 


almost an apology for the railway 
companies, and he would like to have 
some justification for that apology. It 
would be said by some that the figures 
given by his hon. friend referred to 
isolated cases. There might be some 
instances in which the long hours worked 
were due to exceptional causes, such as 
fogs, breakdowns, and snow storms, but 


he wished to express indebtedness on | the President of the Board of Trade could, 
behalf of the railway men of the country | if he chose, bring down to the House a 
to his hon. friend who had so ably moved | barrow-load of complaints sent to him of 
the Resolution. He knew that the rail- | cases where no such reasons could be 
way men would feel grateful to the hon. | given. He would give a few examples 


Member, or to any other hon. Member | where it had been habitual on the part of 





who took up this question in the interests 
of railway men. Upon each occasion 
when the question had been before the 
House those interested in the manage- 
ment of railways had endeavoured to 
impress upon the President of the Board 
of Trade that things were not nearly so 
bad as they had been made out. He 
would very much like to know whether 
those interested in the railway com- 
panies had a good case to justify the 
intolerable state of things which now 
existed. He claimed to be fairly moder- 
ate in his opinions upon the question, 
and he was sorry that his moderation 
had not been accepted in the same spirit 
as that in which he had always en- 
deavoured to put his case. He was 
afraid that there had been undue delay 
in dealing with the cases which had been 
referred to the Board of Trade. He 
would like to have some explanation why | 
each year when the Return was being 
published under the Act of 1893, there 
was generally a kind of polishing touch 
apologising on behalf of the companies 
for the few instances reported, which 
tended to prove that the long hours 
worked on railways had practically been 
reduced to a minimum. In the Return 
issued in August last year a sentence was 





the companies to work their men ex- 
cessive hours. He had a return from a 
man showing the hours he had worked 
from November to the end of February. 
He had before him the daily details, but 
he would give only the weekly hours. For 
the first week ending 6th December the 
hours on duty were eighty, and for the 
twelve following weeks the hours were 
79, 84, 66 (two days off at Christmas), 89, 
89, 81, 95, 62, 118, 83, 88 and 105. [An 
Hon. MempBer: “Was that on an 
English railway ?”] It was the case of 
a goods guard on the Midland Railway. 
He would give a few instances of the 
hours worked by men on the footplate of 
locomotives. Although some hon. Mem- 
bers might not understand much of rail- 
way working, yet they would be able to 
appreciate what was meant by being kept 
on duty on great locomotives from 
eighteen to thirty hours at a stretch. 
That was a common occurrence, and it 
was absolutely intolerable that it should 
be permitted. At Staveley, on the Mid- 
land Railway, there were 166 men who, 
during January, worked 1,676 shifts of 
from thirteen to twenty-eight hours. In 
February the same number of men 
worked 1,093 shifts. It could be 
seen from those figures that excessive 
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hours of duty were not rare, but 
frequent. He had a return showing a 
number of instances in which locomotive 
men on the Midland Railway at Notting- 
ham had been on duty from seventeen 
to twenty-two hours at a stretch. On 
four consecutive days in February the 
hours of one man’s duty were 16, 17, 
124, and 174. No man could work long 
hours without completely exhausting 
himself. He would like to call the atten- 
tion of the House to the practice of rail- 
way companies of fixing a limit of eight 
hours for rest, and, in some cases, nine 
hours. He would deal only with the 
maximum. The nine hours meant only 
from the time a man booked off until 
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could have had. It would be said now, as 
it had been said before, that the men 
did not object to a little overtime, and, 
indeed, that they liked it. He could 
assure hon. Members, and the President 
of the Board of Trade in particular, that 
the men disliked it. For one man who 
might crave for overtime irrespective 
of the injury to himself, there were 100 
who objected to it. This was the lan- 
guage of one man who had written to 
him— 

“It is a disgrace that men should be com- 
pelled to work such long hours. Just fancy 
| an average of eighty-five hours a week for 


I can assure you that 
Please use your 





we are heartily sick of it. 


: ; | power and influence on our behalf so that we 
he again booked on. It could easily be | 


may be recognised as human beings, and not 


imagined that a man who went off duty | machines.” 


after seventeen or eighteen hours work 


He would give one more instance from 


and resumed duty again at the end of nine | the Midland Railway. A workman after 
hours, and continued to act in that manner | giving details of the ninety-two, ninety- 


for a whole week, must be physically 
exhausted, and rendered absolutely unfit 


six, and 100 hours he had worked during 
three consecutive weeks in February 


to do his duty properly. He was a source isaid: “TI feel quite done up.” It was 


of danger not only to himself and his | 
fellow workmen, but also to the travelling | up in the circumstances. 
Some people might think that} he had received showed that at Toton 


public. 


not surprising that he should feel done 
A return which 


a goods engine driver or guard had on the Midland Railway, during twenty- 
nothing to do with the travelling public, | six days in January, a man had worked 
and that they could not be a source of | an average of thirteen hours and fifteen 
danger to them. Had not hon. Members | minutes per day. On one occasion the 
read of accidents occurring to passenger | period of duty ran up to twenty-seven 


trains because something had happened | In his 
to a goods train or engine gn the line or 
in a shunting yard? Men were not in 
a condition to do the work as it ought 
to be done, if they had to remain on duty 
long hours. At Normanton on the Mid- | 
land Railway, during the month of 
January, one man in sixteen days worked 


and a-half hours at a stretch. 
own constituency at Derby the loco- 
motive men, as well as the goods guards, 
complained bitterly of the excessive 
hours they were called upon to work. 
It had been going on for a considerable 
time, and it was not due to a spurt 
of traffic, or to two or three days 


fog dislocating the working arrange- 


269 hours and thirty-five minutes, or an 
ments. Nor was it due to the storms 


average of sixteen hours fifty-one 
minutes per day. The same thing| which had occurred. He found that 
applied to February. Taking the whole | the Great Central Railway was practi- 
of this particular depot for the week/ cally as bad as the Midland Railway 
from 17th to 23rd February inclusive, | in the matter of long hours. During 
there were sixty-four cases of men / the twenty-six days ended 2nd February 
working over twelve hours ; sixty-eight | goods guards employed at Sheffield 
over thirteen ; sixty-eight over fourteen ; | worked, in seventy instances, over sixteen 
forty-six over fifteen; thirty-three over | hours ata stretch. The men complained, 
sixteen; twenty-two over seventeen ;/ too, that their hours were so irregular 
and ninety over eighteen. Some of the | that they had no proper time for rest at 
ninety would work as long as 100 hours| home; and the guards of the Great 





in the seven days. He had an instance | Central, who ran to Grimsby, complained 
reported to him where a man worked | that the lodging-house provided for them 
130 hours in the seven days. He did not) by the company was overcrowded and 
know how many hours rest that man/ unfit for their accommodation ; and that 


Mr. Bell, 
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men had to wait to go to bed until others 
in occupation had got up. They com- 
plained that the barracks were near 
where shunting operations were carried 
on, and that generally they were unable 
to get the rest they ought to get, the 
result being that when they returned 
to duty they were not in a fit state. 
Another reason alleged for the excessive 
hours being worked, and he believed it to 
be a good reason unless he heard some- 
thing to the contrary, was what he might 
call the penny wise and the pound foolish 
system adopted by the railway companies 
in working their traffic. He knew that 
the Great Central and Midland Com- 
panies had recently adopted a system of 
employing emergency guards. These 
emergency guards were not, as one 
might expect, qualified and competent 
men, put on to relieve the ordinary guards 
in emergencies, to facilitate the working 
_of the traffic—men who, for instance, 
had eight or nine years experience ; but 
they were men, very often, who had never 
been on trains, who had no experience 
of the work, and who, in many instances, 
did not even know the road they had to 
work. That was done to save 3s. or 4s. 
a week, which was the difference between 
the wages of an ordinary guard and those 
of an emergency guard. It was not 
surprising that they could not get the 
trains along the road in time, although 
the excuse was made by the company 
that that was on account of the booming 
trade. He was satisfied that the right hon. 
Gentleman sitting on his right did not 
approve of these things, but they did not 
seek to probe them to the bottom so as 
to learn actually what went on. They 
simply depended on information supplied 
to them by their officials. He knew 
of a case where an emergency guard was 
compelled to work a train on a road which 
he did not know, because if he had 
refused he would have courted the dis- 
pleasure of the officials, and they knew 
what the result of that would be. That 
sort of thing must be stopped, and he 
hoped the right hon Gentleman to whom 
he had referred would see that it was 
stopped. The Lancashire and York- 
shire Railway Company was another 
great sinner in that respect. He was a 


railway man himself, and had operated 
trains for many years, and he knew that 


that company had adopted a system of 
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cutting competition with other railwvy 
companies. Trains were made up of as 
many as 120 wagons frequently with two 
engines in front and four behind. Of 
course they often broke down, and he 
was satisfied that the great length 
of those goods and mineral trains 
was largely responsible for the exces- 
sive hours the men had to work. A 
goods guard named Wilkinson, stationed 
at Bury, on the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railway, was killed at Rochdale on 12th 
February this year, after being on duty 
fourteen hours and forty minutes. There 
were only thirty-five goods guards at the 
Bury depot, yet during January, 1907, 
there were 295 cases of men being on 
duty over twelve hours. He dared 
say that the excessive hours which 
Wilkinson was called upon to work were 
responsible for the unfortunate fellow’s 
death. It might be difficult to prove that, 
because the poor man had gone, and 
probably the officials of the Company 
who instructed him to work these ex- 
cessive hours would say that it was not 
so. The right hon. Gentleman had 
promised an inquiry into the case ;jbut 
he asked him that the inquiry should go 
back so as to learn how many hours 
Wilkinson had been at work the whole 
week, and how many hours rest he had 
had. The poor fellow might have had a 
short day before that on which he was 
killed ; but he might have had long duty 
during the whole of the week. The Great 
Eastern Railway Company was not free 
from blame in this matter. He had 
instances of passenger guards whose day’s 
work extended over fourteen hours 
thirty-five minutes, thirteen hours fifty- 
five minutes, fourteen hours, and thirteen 
hours twenty-five minutes. He hoped 
that the President of the Board of Trade 
would not accept any excuse from the 
railway companies that the men had 
intervals of rest of one, two, or three 
hours during the day. Admitting that, 
he contended that a man might be sent 
out to work at six o’clock in the morning 
who did not get home until twelve o’clock 
at night, and the railway company might 
say that he had not worked more than 
twelve hours in the day. Such hours 
were, he held, excessive, and he hoped 
that the Board of Trade would insist that 
twelve hours should be the maximum, 
intervals or no intervals.7 As to.the Great 
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Northern Railway Company, the view 
of the men, so a correspondent informed 
him, was— 

“That in spite of the Board of Trade’s 
repeated request for the abolition of excessive 
hours, little or no notice is taken of them. 
Indeed, it seemed as if the company answered 
the Board of Trade by putting their finger to 
their nose.” 

On the morning of Wednesday, 27th 
February, a shunter named William 
Green was fatally injured at Doncaster 
while performing his duty. Green went 
to work at six o’clock p.m., and had been 
on duty eight hours and forty-five minutes 
when the accident happened, and he 
would have worked for twelve hours had 
it not been for his misfortune. The 
whole of the shunters at Doncaster were 
eight-hours men, yet the greater portion 
of them had worked twelve hours a day 
for the last ten months, and if any of 
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said, to reduce the staff. The consequence 
was that the guards had to do the 
porters’ work and had their own to do as 
well. The guards had also to do shunters’ 
work as well as their own work, and the 
staff at the station had to load and 
unload goods, as all the trains were 
| mixed trains. The hours that were 
| worked on that railway without Sunday 
/work were often fourteen hours and 
| twenty-five minutes, or twelve hours and 
forty-five minutes per day. There was 
a difficulty in getting the men to lodge 
‘complaints about long hours for fear of 
| dismissal. The North-Western was fre- 
| quently held up as a railway that tried 
/to prevent long hours, but the returns 
/sent to the Board of Trade were not 
always accurate. From the Blue-book 
issued last July he was satisfied that 
some of them were “ cooked.” He had 











them complained they were bluntly told | proofs that the returns of this country 
that if they did not like it they could leave | were inaccurate, and he had produced 
it. The shunters’ duties were more|to the predecessor of the right hon. 
dangerous than those of any other men | Gentleman at the Board of Trade proof 
except the seamen; and was it not that the returns which the men were 
monstrous that any railway company | called upon to make were inaccurate, and 
should work such men for twelve hours a | that when they had been fifteen hours on 
day? Itmight be said that the company | duty they had to return twelve. For 
paid the men for the four extra hours | instance, a London and North-Western 
they worked, but that did not relieve | goods guard signed on duty at 4.50 p.m. 
them of the extra strain which rendered | on the 23rd of January and was in charge 
them unfit and liable to accident. He | of a train until 5.35 a.m. the next day; 


hoped the President of the Board of Trade | he was thus twelve hours and forty-five 
According to the rules 





would inquire into the hours worked by | minutes on duty. 


the shunters at Doncaster, and go fully 
into the question as to whether it had not 
been the habitual practice of the company 
to work the men for twelve hours a day. 
It was said that the railway companies 
never interfered with their men when they 
made complaints; but he knew better. 
There was just a bit of a hint by a foreman 
to some of the men that somebody 
had sent a complaint to Bell, who had 
sent it on to the Board of Trade ; and if it 
were known who that man was it would 
not be well for him. In fact, the men 
were consequently afraid of lodging com- 
plaints. Onsome of the Irish and Scottish 
railways things were just as bad. For 
instance, they had the Donegal Railway, 
which had been amalgamated with the 
Great Northern Railway of Ireland and 
the Midland Railway of England. Since 
those latter companies had taken over 
the Donegal Railway several porters had 
been dismissed in ordet, as the officials 


Mr. Bell. 


of the London and North-Western the 
man had to make out a long hour return. 
The next day he was met by his inspector; 
and such pressure was brought to bear 
| upon him that he falsified his return and 
booked in the depot as off duty at 4.50 
a.m., when he did not arrive till 5.35. 
The extra forty-five minutes was allowed 
to go on his next period of duty, so that 
he was not deprived of any pay, but the 
‘extra time was carried forward to his 
|next week’s pay. That was contrary 
‘to the orders of the London and North- 
| Western, and was done to screen the 
‘local officials and so that it should 
‘not appear in the return to the Boar 
of Trade there had been any exces 
sive duty. He thought that something 
‘should be done to put an end to this 
extraordinary state of things. What was 
the advantage of the Hours Act of 
1893 if it was not put in force more 
rapidly and made operative at a greater 
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speed than at present? He would give 
some instances. The first complaint in 
regard to the hours of locomotive men at 
St. Margaret’s Depot, North British 
Railway, was lodged on the 30th of 
October, 1905. A further complaint 
was sent on the 14th of December, 1905, 
and six reminders were sent. There was 
a further complaint on the 19th of 
October, 1906, and a reminder on the 29th 
January, 1907. After seventeen months, 
however, the case was still in hand. 
The first complaint as to the hours of 
goods guards at Annesley on the Great 
(Central Railway was lodged on 27th 
November, 1905. Three reminders were 
sent, and the Board replied to the effect 
that the company were constructing 
large and costly relief works which would 
enable them to reduce the hours. That 
was on 22nd August, 1906. Further 
complaint was made on October 16th, 
1906, and a reminder sent 2nd January, 
1907. The Board replied on 5th January, 
i907, that they were still in communica- 
tion with the Railway Company. The 
case was, therefore, after fifteen months 
stillin hand. In regard to the long hours 
of goods guards at Wakefield on the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway, the 
first complaint was lodged 27th February, 
1905, and a reminder was sent on 27th 
May, 1905. The Board replied in June, 
1905, that the company were making 
arrangements to reduce the hours. That 
was not done, and a further complaint 
was lodged on 5th April, 1906. Three 
reminders had been sent since, and on 
ith February, 1907, the Board replied 
“that they were still in communication 
with the Railway Company.” The long 
hours of goods guards at Masborough 
and Rotherham on the Midland Railway 
were first complained of on ist December, 
1904. Six further complaints or re- 
minders were sent. The replies of the 
company and the returns submitted not 
being satisfactory, the Board said they 
had pressed the company to take more 
efficient measures and had called for a 
further return. That was on 17th 
February, 1906. Further complaints were 
made on 27th March, 1906, and 26th April. 
1906. The Board replied that the com- 
pany were constructing costly relief works 
which would enable them to reduce the 
hours. There was a further complaint on 
28th August, 1906, and a reminder was 
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sent on 12th November, 1906. There were 
also further complaints on 20th and 30th 
November, 1906. The case, however, was 
not yet settled after two years. There 
was also the case of the locomotive men at 
Sheffield on the Midland Railway. The 
date at which that was taken up to the 
Board of Trade was 27th September, 
1904. Reminders were sent on 30th 
December, 1904, and 4th April, 1905. 
The Board replied that the company’s 
returns were such that they were advised 
that no further action was necessary. 
That taking place on 27th May, 1905, 
further complaint was made on 14th 
September, 11th October, 18th October, 
27th October, and 11th November, 1905. 
The Board asked that the Midland 
Railway cases should be allowed to 
stand over for six months, as the company 
were carrying out works which would 
put an end to long hours. The date of 
that request was 5th May, 1906, and a 
further reminder was sent on 22nd August 
and 12th November, 1906. There were 
also further complaints upon 20th and 
30th November, in the same year. The 
case, however, was still in hand after two 
years and five months. He thought 
he had made out a striking case for the 
President of the Board of Trade to do 
something to remedy this kind of evil. 
There could be no excuse for the railway 
companies. Certainly he could not excuse 
them. He knew what they were. They 
would not accept any excuse from their 
own servants, and if they chose to make 
one the reply was, “It must be done.” 
Could not the Board of Trade adopt 
the same tone as the railway companies 
took with their employees and say, 
“This must be stopped”? He said that 
in the interest of the men themselves 
as well as of the travelling public. Al- 
though some of the men might like to 
work overtime, if they were prepared 
to sacrifice their own lives they must 
not be permitted to jeopardise the lives 
of the travelling public. It was illegal 
for a man to attempt to commit suicide, 
and if he was arrested for an attempt to 
do so he was penalised; and if these 
men desired practically to commit suicide 
by working overtime they must not be 
allowed to endanger the lives of others. 
In his experience as a railway man, 
possibly he had worked as long hours 








as were now worked, but it must be 
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remembered that in the days of which; Railway men would never. complain of 
he spoke the duties of railway men were | working overtime during a fog or snow 
not anything like so hard as they were | storm, and he had given instructions in 
now. The duties of railway servants | his office that no complaints of any ex- 
were becoming more and more arduous cessive hours of work during such times 
every year, and they had a right to press | should be sent on to the Board of Trade, 
the President of the Board of Trade to What they asked the right hon. Gentle. 
put an end to the present intolerable | man to do was to call for special Returns 
state of affairs. The President of the|for- these particular centres and not 
Board of Trade should instruct his in- | to allow the Return to be thrown over 
spectors to look through the books in| the whole system. It was no relief to 
which the servants of the company Sheffield, where they were working 
signed “on” and “off” If he had not, fifteen hours a day, to know that the men 
the power to do that he must obtain it, in London were not working more than 
because until he obtained and used that twelve. If the President of the Board of 
power the Act of 1893 would not be Trade would call for Returns for the 
effective. The inspectors of the Home month of January, be would find that 
Office visited factories and workshops, there had been undue overtime, although 
and if they had a right’to go into a the weather was normal. He hoped they 
factory or workshop and see the wav in had made the case sufficiently strong to 


; " ake ig ; 3) 
which the work was carried on, was there | make the right hon. Gentleman accept the 


any reason under the sun why the same | Resolution and to act upon it. If the right 


| ‘ ¢ ‘ 90 
system should not be carried out in regard | hon. Gentleman found on a later stage of 
: . | the session or early in next that he had to 
to railways? There were able men! (7 v : 
ete aeet ok Deal a ks kad | take stronger measures the House would 
or ace, ane oe 4°" | not hesitate to support him. He had much 


pleasure in seconding the Resolution. 


confidence in the officials of that 
Department, and he was confident that | 


the present state of things would be) Motion made, and Question proposed, 
remedied if they had greater powers «That this House disapproves of engine 
conferred upon them than they had at drivers, firemen, guards, and other classes 
present. If the Act was in effective, | of Railway employees being compelled to 
would the right hon. Gentleman take be on duty during excessive hours and 
steps to amend it? If it was effec- being allowed but short intervals of rest, 
tive would he see that the Department }and urges upon the Government the 
performed its duty in administering it?) necessity of applying more vigorously 
When a Board of Trade inquiry into the The Railway Regulation (Hours of 
cause of an accident was held, and he sent _ Labour) Act, 1893, and, if this is ineffici- 
one of the officials of his organisation to ent, to prepare an Amendment to the 
report to him, the railway company offi- Act.”--(Mr. William Edwin Harvey.) 
cials objected to the man’s being present. 
He contended, however, that he had as! Mr. STUART WORTLEY (Sheffield, 
much right to see that the men in the or- | Hallam) said that, as a Member represent- 
ganisation with which he was con-| ing one of the divisions of Sheffield to 
nected were represented as the railway | Which reference had been made, he rose at 
companies had to see that their officials | this early stage of the debate to put the 
were represented. He thought that the ¢ase on behalt of the railway companies. 
power to order this should also be ob- He welcomed the observations of his hon. 
tained by the Board. Until the powers | friend the Member for Derby, whom they 
which he had indicated were obtained | had always found a most reasonable man, 
he was sure that the Hours Act of 1893 2"d he might say the same of the hon. 
would fail to be effective. No one could. Member for North-East Derbyshire, who, 
stand up in his place in the House and | —- the ogee of his quality oot 
justify the long series of accidents which | “ ys — ening, they might 
were detailed by his hon. friend who| jPe Was ony a ie Sepang ae 
moved the Resolution and the long hours | ey ae. oe 
; 8 hon. Member had, however, slipped out 4 
to which he had alluded, and he hoped the : é fees, 
; desea: remark which gave the House the key 
right hon. Gentleman in his reply would | of the whole position. This could not be 
let them know what he intended to do. | a case, as suggested by the hon. Member, 


Mr. Bell. 
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dividends out of the health and safety of 
their employees, nor could it be said that 
overtime and long hours were to the 
interest of the companies themselves, 
because all overtime had to be paid for 
at increased rates. It was no part of his 
business to defend the President of the 
Board of Trade. A great deal of the 
argument of the hon. Members who 
moved and seconded the Motion had been 
directed to showing that the Board of 
Trade had, at all events in appearance, 
been supine during the time the right hon. 
Gentleman had been responsible for its 
administration. Before passing fresh 
legislation, the House ought to see 
whether the powers conferred by the 
Act of 1893 had been exhausted. In the 
thirteen years that had elapsed since that 
Act was passed there had been only 823 
complaints in all, or an average of sixty- 
three complaints a year, and there had been 
no appeal to the Railway Commissioners. 
That was not much, but it was evidence, 
at any rate, on the part of a great number 
of the men, that there was not that ex- 
ceeding discontent which was alleged as 
the foundation of the Resolution. In a 
Motion of this kind it must be shown 
that there was danger either to the 
travelling public or to the men themselves, 
or that the long hours were injurious to 
their health. He would be the last to 
deny that any general system of excessive 
hours must be a source of danger to the 
men; but the acute and _ ingenious 
gentlemen on the other side had not been 
able to show that where accidents oc- 
curred there was a recurring persistence 
of evidence of long hours. Had it been 
possible to show that, the hon. Members 
who moved and seconded the Motion 
would have been quick to do so, so that 
the conclusion could not be resisted 
that there was a deadly and sinister 
connection between the two. As re- 
garded the danger to the men, he knew 
that the employment of railway men 
was dangerous, and he had always been 
anxious to draw attention to the fact that 
the Report of the Commission upon Auto- 
matic Couplings was not quite fair in this 
regard. But he did not deny that long 


hours might be a source of danger to the 
men, and any enlightened board of 
directors, and any executive officer acting 
under them, would know that their true 
interests lay in restricting long hours a3 
far as possible, but he did not know thit 
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brought forward 
showing that the system of long hours 
made the men generally inferior in health 
to the rest of the nation. The question 
was one of remedy. Railway directors 
did not deny that a remedy ought to be 
found, if possible ; and they desired to go 
hand in hand with hon. Gentlemen in 
trying to find a remedy. Of course, 
there was a profound difference between 
different classes of railway employees, and 
it was that which differentiated this from 
all other labour questions. So far as the 
signalmen and those engaged at fixed 
posts were concerned, the percentage 
of those employed over the standard 
period of twelve hours came out at a 
fraction incredibly small. As regarded 
the men who had to move with the 
traffic, and had to go long distances from 
their homes, would it make things better 
if the House enacted a fixed period of 
hours? The railway companies would 
have to employ more men, but it 
did not follow that they would be 
able to yet them at the necessary time 
for the necessary relief. And that was 
the crux of the whole question. The real 
question for the House to consider was 
whether the railway companies were doing 
all that could be legitimately expected of 
them to bring their works and their equip- 
ments up to the highest possible standard. 
Competent men could not be obtained 
except by training them. During the 
last autumn and winter, as everyone 
knew, there had been a very great in- 
crease of trade, especially in the export 
of coal. That had caused a_ great 
congestion of traffic on railways. It was 
true that the more wealthy and powerful 
companies were better able to cope with 
this difficulty ; but all railway companies 
were not wealthy, and he felt sure that 
the right hon. Gentleman would not be 
too quick to put upon them the large 
cost of employing larger staffs, which 
would make it more difficult for them to 
carry out the construction of relief sidings, 
to put down double lines, and other 
works. It stood to reason that if the 
companies were compelled to incur large 
additional staff expenditure, those works 
would be longer in being carried out. 
The Great Central Railway Company, 
with which he was connected, was doing 
much to improve the condition of the men, 
and in regard to the special matters 
to which the hon. Member for Derby 
had referred © certainly - he would 
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make it his business to inquire. In 
reference to the accommodation at 
Grimsby, he asked the House to receive 
the statement with caution, and he would 
make it his business to see whether the 
causes were permanent and chronic, 
whether the state of things was reme- 
diable by the exercise of greater care, 
or whether it was a case of excep- 
tional pressure which might’ be due 
to particular causes. As to emergency 
men, of course, the man who was imper- 


fectly trained ought not to be paid so | 


high a wage as the man perfectly trained. 
The hon. Gentleman had been able to 
quote only one instance where an un- 
trained man had been employed to do 
work on which a highly trained man 
ought to he employed. 


*M". BELL said he had quoted the 
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‘impossible to arrive at that fixed stan- 
dard of employment which would entirely 
get rid of the evil complained of. 
Nature would inevitably defeat all such 
arrangements in the case of railways. 
The hon. Gentleman who seconded the 
Motion said he would be the last to 
complain of what happened in snow- 
storms, in fogs, or in exceptional condi- 
tions. That was very good-natured of 
him, and no more than one would have 
expected of him; at the same time the 
Board of Trade Returns made no 
| difference in respect of cases of that kind. 
|The hon. Gentleman who moved the 
Motion had made no allowance for ex- 
'ceptional cases. 


Mr. W. HARVEY said he had taken 
the month of July, when there were no 
storms, 


instance as an illustration of emergency | 


men incompetent to take charge of a | 


train. 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY said they 
could not always get trained men when 
the emergency arose, and they could 
not prevent emergencies arising more 
quickly than had been expected. So 


much for his particular company. After 
all what was the real remedy? It was 


not chat which the hon. Gentleman pro- | 


posed. the issue of schedules fixing the 
hours of work. What they wanted to 
secure was not cure but prevention ; they 
wanted on behalf of the companies pro- 
gressiveness of organisation, by which 
alone they could get the necessary works, 
sidings, double lines, concentration yards, 
shunting yards, and all the things 
requisite to get through congestion of 
traffic. In the company with which he 
was best acquainted, and he was 
quite sure it was the same in the 
case 0° others, heavy works were in pro- 
gress, and they hoped to be able to bring 
them into operation in the course of a 
few years ; and he was perfectly certain 
that those works would result in a 
much greater improvement than would 
arise from any number of schedules 
which Parliament might issue. They 
could make maximum _ hours in 
factories, mines, and workshops, where 
the men were all 
on raiiways the employees were often in 
distant places, and there were perpetually 
disturbing circumstances which made it 


Mr. Stuart Wortley. 


concentrated, but | 


Mr. STUART WORTL#Y | said he 
,could not admit that the month of 
| July was specially favourable to the 
companies, for though mineral trattic was 
‘not so great during that month, it was 
still large, and had to be conducted in the 
_midst of a very busy passenger traffic, 
which was always exceedingly heavy in 
the summer months. He ventured to 
suggest to the House that not only were 
efforts being made to cope with what 
they all admitted to be an evil, but, 
whatever the effect of those efforts, it 
must necessarily be the purpose and 
desire of the companies to avoid 
what must be to them a source of 
additional expense. The remedics 
which the companies were applying 
were not such as could operate 
suddenly or even quickly ; still, their good 
effect was beginning to be apparent in 
some cases, and where it had not begun to 
he apparent, it had been delayed by causes 
beyond their control, but which they 
hoped would be eventually remedied. 


Sir F. BANBURY (City of London) 
desired to associate himself with his 
right hon. friend in saying that the 
railway companies did not desire that 
their men should work excessive hours. 
He did not claim for the companies any 
particularly kindly feeling ; perhaps some 
‘hon. Members would not believe him if 
jhe did. But he put it on a much more 
solid basis, namely, that it did not pay 
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the companies to employ men on over- 
time, for which a higher rate was paid 
than for ordinary time, with consequent 
loss to the companies. July was 
not a favourable month to the rail- 
way companies, for in that month a 
large number of excursions were run ; 
there was a large holiday traffic, and 
though the mineral traffic was not so great 


was thrown out of gear by the excursion 
trafic. It was impossible to work it, 
with all the extra holiday traffic going on, 
in quite as efficient a manner as at other 
times. Though July was not marked by 


he had given, it was not a favourable 
month for the railway companies. 
hon, Member for North East Derbyshire 
had asked for a Return for January, when 
there were considerable snowstorms ; at 
least they had them in his part of the 
world. He had not been able quite to 
reconcile that part of the hon. Member’s 
speech with his previous statement that he 
was desirous to relieve the railway com- 


of snowstorms or fogs. 
had referred to the Grantham accident, 
which took place on the railway in which he 
was interested. 
had nothing to do with excessive hours, 
and he gave that, not on his own authority, 


the Board of Trade, who made a minute 
examination into the cause of the accident. 
None were more anxious to ascertain the 
cause than the directors, whoregretted that 
the accident had taken place, necause for 
thirteen years there had been no such 
serious occurrence on the Great Northern 
Railway, and it was a great blow to them. 
He might point out that railway directors 
did take interest and pride in their work, 
and their desire was to secure an efficient 
service for the public and to treat their 
servants in a proper manner, He would 
ask the mover and the seconder of the 
Motion whether they could point to 
a single accident, where anyone of the 
public was injured, that was due to exces- 
sive hours of labour. He did not believe 
they could point to a single such case. He 
would also point out that the number of 
hours of labour which had been given were 
in nearly every case the hours of guards or 
goods drivers, who, it must be remem- 
bered, were sent long distances, and 
frequently spent a large part of the 
thirteen hours they worked off duty, at 
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as in winter, yet it was considerable, and | 


snowstorms and fogs, yet, for the reason | 


The | 


The Grantham accident | 


but on that of the inspector appointed by | 
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| some station, waiting to bring their train 
| back. It would be impossible to work the 
_ railways on a system under which a twelve 
| hours’ maximum day from the time of 
booking on to the time of booking off 
| was rigorously enforced. Delay was 
sometimes unavoidable, from storm and 
| other inevitable causes, and the men had 
| to be kept a little late. Was it suggested 
that if any of these men were kept over 
twelve hours the President of the Board 
of Trade should put certain Members of 
this House in the Clock Tower? Last 
| year there were only fifty-six complaints 
from railway men, and fifteen of them 
were dismissed by the Board of Trade 
_as being unfounded, and the remainder 
were investigated and adjusted. He 
would, no doubt, be told that the men 
| were afraid to come forward, though 
personally he was not aware that that was 
so. But if any ease of a man’s being dis- 
|missed for bringing a complaint were 
alleged, he was certain any board of 
| directors would be only too glad to look 
‘into it. What more could they do? 


panies from any obligation during the time | 
The hon. Member 


Mr. SHACKLETON — (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe): They would discharge him 
for something else. 


Sir F. BANBURY replied that if hon. 
Members proceeded on the assumption 
that railway directors would not listen 
to reason and were prepared to do every- 
thing that was wrong, he failed to see 
the purpose of that debate, unless it was 
followed up by a proposal that the State 
should take over the railways. Appar- 
ently they were getting at the real 
| object. The railway companies had to 
pay heavy compensation when men 
were injured or killed, and their object 
was, naturaliy, to avoid accidents. He 
believed that, on the whole, the men were 
satisfied with tte conditions of vbeir 
labour. In the face of what had been 
said by hon. Members opposite, it was 
rather remarkable that the number of 
people desirous of entering railway em- 
ployment, which was alleged to be so 
dangerous and unpleasant, was so enor- 
mous. Personally he received many appli- 
cations from persons who were desirous of 
finding employment on the railway ; it 
seemed to him to be one of themost popular 
kinds of employment in the country. He 
did not deny that there was a certain 





number of cases where the hours 
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worked appeared to be rather long, but it | expected that the money needed for 
Should be remembered that in such cases | making improvements on some of the 
they were not hours of continuous work | poorer railways would not be obtained. 
A considerable amount of time was spent He asked hon. Members below the gang. 
doing nothing, and a certain amount of way to consider whether there was not 
time was occupied in taking food. He | something in what he was saying. It 
was not defending long hours, and the was a matter on which he had some 
railway companies did not want them, knowledge. It was not to the pecuniary 
but what he wished to point out was that advantage of railway companies that 
the very long hours which had been | their employees should work long hours, 
spoken of were not so bad as they might | and it was to be hoped that the hours of 
appear to be on the face of the state- labour would diminish. It must he 
ments made by hon. Members. The remembered, however, that in the manage- 
hon. Gentleman who moved the Resolu- | ment of railways they could never attain 
tion gave, he believed, the number of | the time when a fixed number of hours 
instances, not the number of men. That | would be worked, and that there must be 
made a great difference. It must further | overtime occasionally. The object of the 
be borne in mind that in by far the larger | railway companies was to render overtime 
proportion of the cases in which more | as little necessary as possible. 

than twelve hours were worked, the | 


me | 
excess was limited to one hour. The | *Mr. WARDLE (Stockport) moved an 


‘ . 
fact should not be overlooked that © | Aeeseiieeens to tears ent oll the words 


railway company hed to report to the _after “Government,” and to substitute 


ages ggg a ag ~ words declaring the necessity of amending 
hon. Member for Derby had spoken of | the Railway Regulation (Hours of Labour) 


; | Act, 1893, providing for a limitation of 
the “cooking” of the returns made to | h »?P 8 d nie 
the Board of Trade, and said that the | B¢ hours to be worked on any one day, 
railway company which his right hon. fone "whe a ie sane 
end mene him reprevnted was rather empelvs,thun romoving the. on 

° 'complaint from the men. In his opinion, 
and in the opinion of those whom he 
*Mr. BELL said he did not make the | represented, the Act of 1893 had proved 
deliberate charge that that particular | inefficient to deal with the great and 
company was celebrated for that kind | acknowledged evil of long hours. In 
of thing. All he did was to quote an | 1904 the Annual Congress of the Amal- 
instance. gamated Society of Railway Servants 
passed a Resolution declaring that the 
Sir F. BANBURY said that was | ct should be so amended as to compel 
a rather serious charge to make. He railway companies to make returns of all 
did not believe any railway company hours worked over twelve. In 1906 the 
would deliberately set about to send a following Resolution was adopted— 
false return to the President of the Board | ‘‘The Congress hopes the Board of Trade 


will give greater attention to this question in 
Deane. there was no doubt that the the interest of the men employea and the 


question of capital largely entered into travelling public, and further requests the 
the matter, especially in the cases of those | President of the Board of Trade to take the 
railway companies which were not | necessary steps to strengthen the Act of 1893, 
so wealthy as others. If railway com- - order that _ Board may be able to enforce 
panies were to get more lines to work | ™!™ Tecommen — 

the traffic easily, it was absolutely neces- | If there was time he could quote other 
sary that they should get the capital to | statements to show that in the opinion 
make the lines. Every step which the | of those concerned the Act of 1893 was 
House of Commons had taken during the | not sufficient. This was not a new 
last year and a half had been such as to | matter; it had been before the House 
prevent people putting their money in | and the country for many years. The 
railways. If railway companies had to} Act had been only partially successful. 
pay more money, to shorten hours of | The evil was very great, though, accord- 
work, and to give traders lower rates|ing to thé Returns issued from time 
and better facilities, it was only toe be |to time, it was less than before tha 


Sir F. Banbury. 
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passing of the Act. He had examined 
the evidence given before the Select 
Committee which sat in 1891-2, prior to 
the passing of the Act, and he found 
that the very same companies who were 
sinners in respect of long hours now 
were the sinners then. The improve- 
ments which had been effected had been 
very small indeed in all those cases. 
The individual cases which had been 
quoted this evening were just as bad as 
the individual cases with respect to 
which evidence was given before the 
Committee. It was no consolation to 
work these cases out in averages. 
The fact remained that in July, 1906, 
there were 95,293 individual cases in 
which men had actually worked over 
twelve hours. That had been going on 
all the time, and he submitted that the 
time had come when it ought not to be 
allowed, and when some drastic measures 
should be taken to bring it to an end. 
He would like to point out what had been 
done in foreign countries. In Australia 
there was an eight hours day, which 
applied to the running staff as well as 
to the stationary staff. An Act was 
passed in Switzerland in 1890, which 
fixed the maximum at twelve hours 
with one hour’s rest for meals; and 
in France a regulation was enforced that 
the men should work ten hours and have 
ten hours rest, and that if a man worked 
twelve hours a notice should be posted in 
the depot shewing that he had done so. 
The limitations of the hours of railway 
servants in the United States had been 
anxiously considered at Washington, and 
a Bill had been adopted limiting the 
hours of those employed on railways, 
which was a very decided advance on 
labour legislation previously passed in 
the United States. President Roosevelt, 
in his message, drew attention to that fact, 
and said that the ultimate ideal was that 
the hours should be reduced to eight. 
This country ought not to lag behind 
other countries in the matter. There 
was not the slightest difficulty, in his 
opinion, in fixing a maximum day even 
for the running staff; and he thought 
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that the maximum should be less than 
twelve hours because in the altered 
circumstances in these days a twelve 
hours day was too long. Much water 
had flowed under the bridges since the 
Act of 1893 was passed, and if twelve 
hours was considered long enough then by 
the Committee which sat on that Bill, 
ten hours was certainly long enough for 
@ maximum day at the present time. 
The right hon. Gentleman the Member 
for the Hallam Division had said that the 
railway companies wanted competent men. 
Why did not they keep the competent 
men when they had them? It could be 
proved from the figures issued by 
the Board of Trade that in certain 
classes, particularly drivers, firemen, and 
guards, the men were very much less 
numerous than they were five years ago, 
because of the policy of the railway 
companies in increasing the size of the 
trains. He hoped that the President of 
the Board of Trade would listen to no plea 
as to difficulties or dividends. The right 
hon. Gentleman the Secretary for War said 
the other day that there was as much 
superstition in regard to certain things 
connected with the Army as there was 
in theology, and. so there was as much 
superstition in regard to the maximum 
day for railway employees. The Amal- 
gamated Society of Railway Servants 
asked for an eight hours day for drivers 
and guards, and a maximum of ten for 
other servants, and he believed that by 
proper organisation the difficulties in 
conceding these hours would disappear 
altogether. He had much pleasure in 
moving the Amendment standing in his 
name. 


*Mr. HUDSON (Newcastle on-Tyne) 
seconded the Amendment. As an old 
railway servant, and one who had worked 
for a quarter of a century on the East 
Coast Railways, he ventured to say that 
this was a practical question, and if there 
was willingness on the part of the rail- 
way companies, or even of the Board of 
Trade, if they had the necessary powers, 





the hours of railway servants could, 
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except in extraordinary circumstances, | men in such a position to do that. The 
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be kept w..hin reasonable limits. The | time had come when the hours should be 
Act of 1893 had in its operations proved | regulated by Parliament, instead of under 
a failure, except for the first two or | the Hours Act of 1893, the Board of Trade 
three years after it was passed. Things | calling for a Return or a schedule in all 
were now worse than they were five | cases where twelve hours a day was ex- 
yearsago. What was the good of passing | ceeded. Owing to the different circum- 
a Resolution of this character, a pious stances that now existed, and the much 
Motion, asking the Board of Trade to | greater mental and physical strain of 
administer the Act to the full extent | railway work as compared with fourteen 
when five years after commencing to or fifteen years ago, ten hours should 
raise this question in Parliament, and | be the limit over which they should 





call for Returns under the Act of 1889 
the position was really worse than before ? 
In September last he had put a question 
to the right hon. Gentleman the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade in regard to 
the drivers and fireman employed at the 
Midland Depot at Leeds, and recently he 
had put another question in regard to the 
same matter. The result was that a 
fortnight afterwards there was some 
mitigation of the long hours worked, but 
soon there was a reversion to the same 
old system. A week ago there were 
cases in that particular centre, where 
men were working thirteen, fourteen and 
even as much as thirty hours at a 
stretch, while other men were at home 
twenty-four hours at a stretch waiting for 
work. The right hon. Member for 
Sheffield had asked why it was that the 
Board of Trade had never gone to the 
Railway and Canal Commission, but his 
answer was because the 
in the Act of 1893 for bringing the 
Railway Companies before the Railway 
and Canal Commissioners was practically 
useless. As one of the Commis- 
sioners on Accidents, to which refer- 
ence had been made, he could say that 
a railway manager had challenged the 
Board of Trade to take them before 
the Railway and Canal Commissioners. 
Where could they find an employee of a 
railway company who would go up and 
give evidence against his own railway 
managers before the Railway and Canal 
Commissioners ! It was not fair to ask 


Mr. Hudson. 


provision | 


‘not be allowed to work the men. 
| Moreover, might he call the attention 
}of the House and of the right 
‘hon. Gentleman to the fact that 
| when the Hours Act was before the 
House in 1893, Sir John Gorst then 
/moved an Amendment that in all cases 
| the hours of signalmen should be limited 
_to eight and the extreme limit for any 
railwayman to work should be only ten! 
Seventy-one hon. Members recorded their 
votes for that Amendment, and yet 
they were further from that position to- 
day than they were at that time. Might 
he also point out that a Royal Com- 
mission had declared that it was the duty 
of the State to intervene for the regula- 
|tion of railway work as a danger- 
That Commission, 
which included two representatives ap- 
pointed by the Railway Association of 
this country, showed that there was 
great loss of life amongst the shunters, 
| the goods guards, and the brakesmen 
employed, and speaking from the 
| practical experience gained by one who 


ous employment ? 





| had served for over a quarter of a century 
in this class of service, he insisted upon 
the necessity for legislation, and a con- 
solidation of existing acts dealing with 
this most important question. He had 
great pleasure in seconding the Amend- 
ment. 





Amendment proposed— 


_ “In line 4, to leave out from the word 
|‘Government,’ to theend of the (Question, 
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and to add the words ‘the necessity of amend- 
ing The Railway Regulation (Hours of Labour) 
Act, 1893, providing for a limitation of the 
hours to be worked on any one day, and for a 
compulsory notification of all exceptions 
thereto by the companies themselves, thus 
removing the onus of complaint from the 
men.’ ”—(Mr. Wardle.) 


“That the words 
proposed to be left out stand part of the 


Question proposed, 


Question.” 


THE PRESIDEN or rue BOARD oF 
TRADE (Mr. Liroyp-GeoreGe, Carnarvon 
Boroughs) said that all who had listened 
to the debate would recognise the modera- | 
tion and fairness with which the repre- | 
sentatives of the railwaymen had _pre- 


sented their case. Last year the companies | 
whose conduct was arraigned did not | 


enter an appearance at all ; 


something had been heard from the com- | 


panies against whom complaint was 
levelled. He did not quite agree that 


the existing Acts had been failures. 


had produced a considerable reduction in | 
the hours of work. Taking the man who | 
worked thirteen hours a day, the percent- | 
age of 1891 had been reduced in the case | 


of the Great Eastern Railway from 20 to 
79; and in the case of the Great North- 
ern, from 26 to7‘7.  Inall the companies 

the reduction had been substantial ; so | 
that the existing Acts had made a sub- 
stantial contribution to the solution of 
the question, though he did not say that 
they were not open toamendment. That, 
he thought, would afford an answer to the 
hon.Gentleman who, speaking on behalf of 
the Great Northern Railway, said that 
the reduction of the hours of labour 
would prevent investors from putting 


their capital into railway companies and | 


thus prevent the railway companies from 
giving increased facilities, 


Sirk F, BANBURY said he did not 
want to interrupt the right hon. Gentle- 
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but this time | 


They | 
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man, but he must point out that he did 
not limit his observations to the hours of 
labour. He said that 
companies were to be attacked on all 


if the railway 


sides to pay more wages, to pay more 
rates, and to give more facilities and to 
carry goods at lower charges, there would 
be nothing left for the shareholders, and 
the railway companies would not be able 
to get any additional capital to make 
improvements. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE did not con- 
The only 
| excuse he could put forward on behalf of 





sider the point a sound one. 


‘the railway companies because there had 
/been a setback in the hours of labour 
|was that the road was so crowded, 
especially in Lancashire and in the 
districts, that they could not 
‘cope with the traffic. The point he 
| wished to that the  re- 


‘duction from the high percentages he 


| coal 
make was 


'had quoted to the present percentages 
|had not really affected dividends at all. 
'On the contrary, the railway directors 
| who had spoken in that debate had very 
| properly said it was not to the interest 
|of the railway company to employ the 
men overtime, and therefore it was not 
a question of dividend. It was to the 
‘interest, as far as he could see, of the 
railway company, of the workmen, and 
certainly of the travelling public, that 
they should reduce the hours of labour 
so as to bring them within the compass 
of human endurance. It was all a 
question of method. Up to this year 
there had been a gradual reduction of 
hours, but, as far as three companies 
more particularly were concerned—the 
Great Central, the Midland, and the 


Lancashire and Yorkshire — there had 
been, in some respects, a considerable 
setback during the year which ended 
‘in March. Some of the returns he had 
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Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: The same 
story came from the Midland, the Great 
Northern, and the Great Central Rail- 
way Companies. And the prospect was 
that trade was likely to improve, so that 
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received from the companies themselves 
were perfectly appalling. No one dreamed 
of defending them. The directors of the 
companies did not defend them, nor did 
the managers, some of whom he had 
seen. They simply said they regretted | it cast upon the companies the obligation 
them, and that they wished they could | of meeting this contingency. He did not 
get out of them. Here was one of the | accept the suggestion of his hon. friend 
returns for November. On Friday a| that the Grantham and Arbroath acci* 
fireman at Leeds, on the Midland Rail-| dents were attributable to long hours of 
way, worked fourteen hours and forty-' labour. They had gone into the matter 
five minutes. The very next day, with-| very carefully, and could not find any 
out any interval, he worked twenty hours. | ground for that statement. 

That was something which no railway | 





company ought to tolerate on its system. | Mr. W. HARVEY said he never made 
It was a danger to the travelling public, | the statement that those accidents were 
it was gross oppression, it was the attributable to long hours; he said there 
worst form of slavery. There were! was no evidence that they were not. 
several cases of that kind where men} 

worked on consecutive days thirteen) Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said he was 
that for afraid his hon. friend’s advocacy had 
On the con- 


or fourteen hours, and 
about five days in the week, and_ rather run away with him. 
human nature could not stand it. The trary, there was any amount of evidence 
excuse given by the Lancashire and | that long hours had nothing to do with 
Yorkshire Railway was that their sidings | them. The hours of labour were not so ex- 
were choked, every wagon being full and | cessive in regard to express trains, or cases 
every train occupied, and, as far as that | of that kind. The complaint as to exces- 
company was concerned, there had never | sive tours was in regard to enginemen and 
been anything in the history of the com- | firemen on gcods trains, and so far there 
pany toequalit. He hoped that would be | was no evidence that serious accidents to 
noted by the advocates of tariff reform. | goods trains could be traced to excessive 
They told him they had been so busy | hours. His hon. friend had asked him 
with the export trade in coal that they | what could be done with a view to finding 
could not find men, that engine drivers) a remedy. He would say frankly that 
could not be made under six years, | during the past year he had made a really 
and that they had brought men from | honest effort to apply the means within 
Ireland to help them. | his power. He felt that the railway 

companies should have a full and free 


*Mr. BELL regretted having to inter- | opportunity of working the Act without 








rupt the right hon. Gentleman, but "any extra pressure being brought to bear 


he pointed out that the bon. Gentle. | 


man who spoke last said they had 
thousands they could not take on. 


Sir F. BANBURY: I did not say 
engine drivers. 
Mr. Lloyd-George. 





upon them. He wanted to give them that 
opportunity by calling their attention to 
all these cases which had occurred in order 
to see whether they were prepared 
voluntarily to cope with the situation. He 
did not think they could complain that 
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he had been unfair. 


their attention which anyone would not 
have been compelled toadmit. He would 


like to say in that respect that cases were — 


brought before him by the hon. Member 
for Derbyshire and the hon. Member for 
Newcastle which he did not think, in the 
main, the companies had been able 
to dispose of, and he regretted to say that 
he did not think that they had really 
coped with the difficulty in the way that 
they ought to have done. He was told 
that although there might have been a 


shortage ot drivers, the companies could | 


have promoted men from the next rank, 
and filled the were 
made in that next rank ; they could have 
the rank next 


vacancies which 
promoted men from 
beneath it, and by that means they could 
have dealt with emergencies. It was 
very much a question of the wages they 


were prepared to pay. The forty or fifty 


engine drivers who came from Ireland 
the present, and, accepting the words of 


to this country was an_ illustration 
of that point. The moment they came 
over they found better wages in other 
trades and they left the railway company. 
So it was very largely a question of 
wages. When they found in Lancashire 
and Yorkshire high wages being given, 
men were tempted, of course, to go to 
those industries where such wages were 
to be obtained; the railway companies 
were left unless they were prepared to 
pay adequate wages to the men who came 
tothem. In every other trade or busi- 
ness, When there was a great boom, and 
there was considerable pressure, wages 
rose. He did not think the railway 
companies tried to meet emergencies by | 
doing the same thing in order to induce 
men to enter their employment. With 
regard to what he could do, all he could 
promise at the present moment was 
He could not accept the Amend- | 
[FourTH SERIES. | 


this. 


VOL. CLXX. 
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There had not | ment of the hon. Member for Stockport. 
been a single case to which he had called | He did not think the time was ripe for 


more vigorously. 


| them 
'If those cases continued, and there was 


| right by legislation. 
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legislation fixing the hours of labour. 
'He thought that upon the whole the 
powers given by the two Acts were 
alequate to cope with the difficulty. At 
any rate the Department would make an 
effort to exhaust every power given to it 
by the Act of 1893. He proposed to adopt 
the suggestion of the hon. Member for 
Derby by demanding Returns for special 
districts. 
local inspection and inquiry in order to 
search down to the very-bottom of the 
facts of the case. When the power 
under the existing Acts was exhausted, it 
would be time enough to ask the 
House of Commons for fresh powers. At 


If necessary there would be 


the present moment he was not prepared 
to recommend the introduction of fresh 
legislation to fix definitely the hours of 
labour in the railway industry, They 
ought to proceed on the lines on which 
they had more or less proceeded up to 


the Motion, apply the.existing Acts still 
It was complained that 
if the companies were penalised by 
legislation, capital would be frightened. 
But if these complaints against the rail- 
way companies eventually materialised 
in legislation, the companies would have 


only themselves to blame. It was not a 


‘case here and there; the cases were 


He had a book full of 
district. 


numerous, 
from one particular 
no real effort on the part of the railway 
directors to remedy them, the directors 
only would be to blame if the public 
insisted that the matter should be set 
The same remark 
applied to railway charges and rates. 
There 
discontent 
munity, and he would appeal to rail- 


ae | 


was very grave and general 


amongst the trading com- 
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way directors that if they wished to| whose stock during the last year had not 
avoid drastic legislation with regard to | gone down? He would like an answer 


granting facilities, with regard to owners’ 
risk, and with regard to the hours of | 
labour of their workmen, their only | 
way to do so was by undertaking to 
remedy those grievances themselves. 


could, because they had the whole of 
the facts in their charge. It was very 
largely a question of management, and 
he left the railway directors to undertake 


this business before another year came | 


round and they had again to face a 
similar Motion, 


CotoneEL LOCK WOOD (Essex, 
Epping) said the right hon. Gentleman 
had referred to the extraordinary pros- 
perity of the Erglish railway companies 
at the present time, but would he tell 
them of any single railway company ' 


to that. 


_ Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: That is owing 
to the dearness of money. 


No) 
one could do it more effectively than they | 


CoLonEL LOCKWOOD said he would 
His 


object was to refer to the accusation 


not attempt to argue the point. 


made by the hon. Member for Derby 
against the London and North Western 
Company. It was very unlikely that he 
had made it without evidence, but he 
hoped the- hon. Gentleman would com- 
municate with him and give him an 
opportunity of replying. 


Question put. 


The House divided :—Ayes, 
Noes. 50. (Division List No. 38.) 


205 ; 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Rhondda) , Brodie, H. C. 
Acland-Hood,Rt.Hn.Sir Alex.F | 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Allen,A,Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) | 
Armstrong, W. C. Heaton | Buckmaster, St 
Atherley-Jones, L. 


Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury,E.) | Causton,Rt.Hn. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George | Clarke, C. Godd 
Banner, John 8. Harmood- Cleland, J.W. 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight) | 

Barker, John 

Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barran, Rowland Hirst 


Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, W.(T’w’r Hamlets,S.Geo. 
Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bethell,Sir J. H.( Essex, Romf’rd 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Billson, Alfred 

Boulton, A. C. F. 

Boyle, Sir Edward 

Brace, William 


Corbett,C H (Su 


Cowan, W. H. 
Cox, Harold 


Crosfield, A. H. 
Davies, Ellis W 


Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner, J. F. L.(Lanes.,Leigh | 
| Bryce, J. Annan 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 


| Cameron, Robert 
Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) | Carlile, E. Hildred 


Clough, William 

Coats, Sir T. Glen (Renfrew, W. ) 
Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins,Sir Wm.J.(S. Pancras, W 
Beach,Hn. Michael Hugh Hicks | Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) | 


Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Cremer, William Randal 
Dalrymple, Viscount 


Davies, Timothy 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 


, Edwards, Frank (Radnor) 
| Elibank, Master of 
Esslemont, George Birnie 
| Eve, Harry Trelawney 
Everett, R. Lacey 
Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
| Finch Rt. Hon. George H. 
RichardKnight | Findlay, Alexander 
ard | Fuller, John Michael F. 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Goddard, Daniel Ford 
Grant, Corrie 
Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Gulland, John W. 
Hall, Frederick 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harmsworth, Cecil B. (Wore’r) 
Harmsworth, R.L.(Caithn’ss-sh 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
| Haworth, Arthur A. 
| Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henry, Charles 8. 
Herbert, Colonel Ivor (Mon.,S.) 
Higham, John Sharp 
Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury) 
Hobart, Sir Robert 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 


anley O. 


ssex,E.Grinst’d 


illiam (Eifion) 


y (Fulham) 





Bramsdon, T. A. 
Branch, James 
Brigg, John 
Bright, J. A, 


Mr. Lloyd-George i 


Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8.) 


Dickinson,W.H. (St.Pancras,N | 


Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan | 


Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 


| Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 


Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 
Idris, T. H. W. 

Jackson, R. S. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
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Johnson, W. (Nuneaton) 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William'(Carnarvonshire 
Kearley, Hudson, E. 
Kekewich, Sir George 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Kitson, Rt. Hon. Sir James 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamont, Norman 

Leese,Sir Joseph F.( Accrington 
Lever, A.Levy (Essex,Harwich 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A.R. 
Lough, Thomas 

Lupton, Arnold 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald,J. M.( Falkirk B’ghs) 
Macnamara, D. Thomas J. 
M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Kenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 
M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major B. 

Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 

Marks, G. Croydon (Launcest’n 
Marnham, F. J. 

Massie, J. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathianiel 

Mond, A. 

Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen) | 
Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 


Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Bottomley, Horatio 
Bowerman, C. W. 

Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Crooks, William 

Cross, Alexander 

Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Duckworth, James 

Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gill, A. H. 

Glover, Thomas 

Hardie, J. Keir (MerthyrTydvil 
Harwood, George 

Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 


‘ 


Main Question put, and agreed to. 


Resolved, “ That this House disapproves 
of engine drivers, firemen, g 


guards, and 
other classes of railway employees being 
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, Murray, James 
| Myer, Horatio 


Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas. N.(Doncaster) 
Nield, Herbert 

Norman, Sir Henry 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

Pease, J. A. (Saffron Walden) 
Philipps,Col. Ivor (S’thampton 
Price,C. E. (Edinburgh,Central 
Price, Robert John (Norfolk, E. 
Priestley, W. E. B. (Bradford, E. 
Radford, G. H. 

Rea, Walter Russell (Scarboro’ 
Rees, J. D. 

Renton, Major Leslie 
Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Richardson, A. 

Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 

Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rogers, F. E. Newman 

Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Scott, A. H.(Ashton under Lyne) 
Sears, J. E. 

Sherwell, Arthur James 
Sileock, Thomas Ball 

Simon, John Allsebrook 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Spicer, Sir Albert 

Starkey, John R. 


Hills, J. W. 

Hodge, John 

Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Hunt, Rowland 

Jenkins, J. 

Jowett, F. W. 

Kelley, George D. 

Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Masterman, C. F. G. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 

O’ Donnell, C. J. (Walworth) 
O’Grady, J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Pearce, Robert (Staffs. Leek) 
Randles, Sir John Scurrah 
Richards, T. F. (Wolverham’tn 


hours and 








being 


more vigorously The Railway Regula- 


(Hours of Labour). 922 


Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Stuart, James (Sunderland) 
Sutherland, J. E. 

Thomas, DavidAlfred (Merthyr 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thornton, Percy M. 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Tuke, Sir John Batty 

Valentia, Viscount 

Verney, F. W. 

Vincent, Col. Sir C. E. Howard 
Vivian, Henry 

Wadsworth, J. 

Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Waterlow, D.S. 

Weir, James Galloway 
Whitbread, Howard 

White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Whiteley, George (York, W.R.) 
Whittaker, Sir Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Wills, Arthur Walters 

Wilson, Hn. C. H. W. (Hull, W. 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Wilson, J. H. (Middlesbrough) 
Wilson, P W. (St. Pancras, S.) 
Winfrey, R. 

Wodehouse, Lord 

Wood, T. M‘Kinnon 

Wortley, Rt. Hn. C. B. Stuart- 
Yoxall, James Henry 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES,—Mr. 
Fenwick and Mr. Bell. 


Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 

Shackleton, David James 

Sheffield, SirBerkeleyGeorgeD 

Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Snowden, P. 

Summerbell, T. 

Taylor, John W. (Durham) 

Thorne, William 

Villiers, Ernest Amherst 

Walsh, Stephen 

Wilkie, Alexander 

Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 


TELLERS FOR THE NoES—Mr. 
Wardle and Mr. Hudson. 


compelled to be on duty during excessive 


allowed but short 


intervals of rest, and urges upon the 
Government the necessity of applying 


923 
tion (Hours of Labour) Act, 1893, and, 
if this is inefficient, to prepare an Amend- 
ment to the Act.” 


Adjournment 


SUPPLY, (26TH FEBRUARY] REPORT. 
Postponed Proceeding on Amendment 
to Second Resolution reported from the 
Committee of Supply. 


Cuass VII. 

2. “That a Supplementary sum, not 
exceeding £10,000, be granted to His 
Majesty, to defray the Charge which will 
come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 3lst day of March, 
1907, for the Salaries and other Expenses 
of Temporary Commissions, Committees, 
and Special Inquiries.” 


Which Amendment was— 


“To leave out ‘£10,000,’ and insert § £9,000.’ ” 


Question again proposed, “That 


‘ £10,000’ stand part of the said Resolu- | 


tion.” 


And, it being after Eleven of the Clock, 
and objection being taken to further 


Proceeding, the debate stood adjourned. | 


Debate to be resumed upon Monday | 
| was understood that only Votes A and 1 


next. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the House do now adjourn.” (JZ. 
Whiteley.) 


Sir A. ACLAND-HOOD (Somerset- 
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| given by the Prime Minister that if they 
did not divide the House on the Motion 
“that the Speaker leave the chair, they 
‘would have another opportunity of dis. 
cussing Vote A and Vote 1 of the Navy 
Estimates. If the rule was suspended 
for that purpose he had no objection 
whatever, but if it sus- 
pended to enable the Report of Vote A 
and Vote 1 of the Army Estimates to 
be taken in addition, he did not think 
‘that would be fair to the House. After 
all, this was a session of economy and 


was to be 


efficiency, and he would like some pledge 
that the rule would not be suspended for 
any other purpose than a fair and full 
discussion of the Navy Estimates to- 
morrow. 


| THe PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 

TARY To THE TREASURY (Mr. Grorce 
WHITELEY), said the right hon. Gentle- 
man had no right or title to ask for any 
pledge. The only pledge which had 
been given was that there should be 
time for a full discussion of Votes A and 
1 of the Navy Estimates, and he was 
perfectly willing, if they got those two 
Votes by eleven o'clock, that they should 
not suspend the rule at all. 


Sm A. ACLAND-HOOD said if it 


of the Navy Estimates were to be taken 
to-morrow, he quite agreed that the 
| suspension of the eleven o’clock rule was 
| unnecessary. 

| Mr. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, 
| Hoxton) complained of the absence of 
'the Ministerial representatives of the 


shire, Wellington) asked the Parliamen- | Army and Navy, the Leader ef the 


tary Secretary to the Treasury whether 
it was the intention of the Government 
to suspend the eleven o'clock rule to- 


morrow. ‘A definite pledge had been | 


| House, and the Chancellor of the Exche- 
| quer. 


Adjourned at a quarter after 
Eleven o’cloek. 





nm <tisterisk (*) at the commencement of a Speech indicates revision by a Member. 
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Petitions. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. | 


i 
| 


Thursday, 7th March, 1907. 


925 


The Right Hon. Sir Richard Henn 
Collins, late Master of the Rolls, having 
been appointed a Lord of Appeal in 
Ordinary under the provisions of the 
Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1876, with 
the dignity of a Baron for life, by the 
style and title of Baron Collins of Ken- 
sington, in the county of London, was 
(in the usual manner) introduced. 
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King Edward’s Hospital Fund for 
London Bill [.L.]. Report from His 


Majesty’s Attorney-General received, and 


_ ordered to lie on the Table. 


Barnsley, Wombwell, and Wath Tram- 
ways Bill [u.L.]; Alexandra (Newport 
and South Wales) Docks and Railway 
(General Powers) Bill; London County 
Council (Tramways and Improvements) 
Bill ; Boston Spa Gas Bill ; South-Eastern 
and London, Chatham, and Dover Rail- 


'ways Bill; Simon-Carves Bye-Product 
|Coke Oven Construction and Working 


‘Company, Limited—(Petition for Bill). 
|The Order of yesterday referring the 
| Examiners’ certificates of non-compliance 
2 : | with the Standing Orders to the Standing 
The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted | Orders Committee, discharged ; and the 
the House, That the Clerk of the Parlia-| saiq certificates referred to the Standing 
3 ments had laid upon the Table the | Orders Committee on Thursday next. 
: Certificates from the Examiners that the | 
Kendal Corporation Bill [H.L.]. Read 


“Standing Orders applicable to the 
: following Bills hav e been complied with : | 2* (according to order), and committed ; 
g General Accident Fire and Life Assurance |The Committee to be proposed by the 
{: Corporation, Limited; Renfrewshire | Committee of Selection. 

« Upper District (Eastwood and Mearns) | 
: Water Electric Supply Corporation; Sutton Coldfield Rectory Bill [1.1.]. 
i Royal Bank of Scotland; Glasgow Read 2" (according to order), and 
: Corporation ; Aberdeen Corporation ; | committed. 

« Electric Supply Corporation (No. 2). 

The same were ordered to lie on the) King Edward’s Hospital Fund for 
Table. | London Bill [#.L.]. Read 2* (according 

| to order), and committed. 

Standing Orders Committee—Report) _ as . 
from, that the Standing Orders not Newquay and District Water Bill 
1% complied with in respect of the Barry | [H-L.]. Report from the Select Com- 
1. Railway Bill ought to be dispensed with, | mittee, That the Committee had not 

© provided that the powers to take the | proceeded with the consideration of the 
~ waters of the streams known as the | Billno parties having appeared in opposi- 
~ Rhydwaedlyd, the Nant-ewm-Nofydd, and_ tion thereto ; read, and ordered to lie on 


]~ the Nant-y-Briwnant be struck out of the | the Table. The orders made on the 27th 
¥ Bill. of February and Thursday last discharged 


and Bill committed for Tuesday next. 


Galwey’s Divorce Bill [H.L.]; Fitz 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


on by a Member. 


of 


veencement 


2 


<i ster 


That the Standing Orders not complied 
. With in respect of the Rawtenstall _, : : ; | m8 
< Corporation Bill ought to be dispensed | Gerald’s Divorce Bill [H.1.]. Read 3: 
with, provided that the powers to (according to order), and passed, and sent 
construct Tramways Nos. 10, 11, and 114 | t© the Commons. 
be struck out of the Bill: And 


PETITION. 


That the Standing Orders not complied | 
with in respect of the Cavehill and 
Whitewell Tramways Bill [H.L.] ought to 
be dispensed with, and the Bill be allowed 
to proceed. 


Read, and agreed to. 


ALLEYNES GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
(UTTOXETER). 

Petition of Thomas Allen, praying that 
| leave may be granted to Mr. A. F. Loch, 
| Charity Commissioner, to circulate among 

Buckhaven Dock Bill [H..]. Presented; | members of the Legislature, the Press, 
read 1*; and referred to the Examiners, | and teachers’ associations, copies of his 
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confidential report on Alleynes Grammar 
School, Uttoxeter, Staffordshire ; read, 
and ordered to lie on the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
COLONIAL CONFERENCE, 1907. 
Correspondence relating to the Colonial 


Conference, 1907 (in continuation of 
[Cd. 3337], February 1907). 


AUSTRALIA 
Customs Tariff (British Preference), 
1906, Revised Act, with a despatch from 
the Secretary of State thereon. 


Presented (by command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Report from the Committee of Selection 
for the Standing Committee that they 
have added the Lord Saye and Sele to 
the Standing Committee; read, and 
ordered to lie on the Table. 


NEW BILL. 


COMPANIES BILL fH... ] 

A Bill to amend the Companies Acts, 
1862 to 1900. Was presented by the 
Lord Granard (EZ. Granard) ; read 1*; to 
be printed ; and to be read 2* on Thurs- 
day next. (No. 10.) 


JUDICATURE BILL [11.1]. 


Debate on the Motion for the Second 
Reading resumed (according to order). 


Lorp ASHBOURNE: My Lord, when 
the noble and learned Lord on the 
Woolsack moved the Second Reading of 
this Bill he stated to your Lordships the 
grounds upon which he thought it 
necessary to present such a proposal to 
Parliament, and he supported his case by 
statements and figures which your Lord- 
ships heard with every possible attention 
and respect. It was most courteous of the 
noble and learned Lord to adjourn the 
debate, and I think it was also a prudent 
thing to do, because the Bill had been 
circulated only a very short time and its 
provisions were not generally realised. 
This isa Bill dealing with a matter of 
first-class legal administration. It is 


{LORDS} 
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desirable to carry judicial opinion with 
its passing, and it is obviously a Bill in 
connection with which there should not 
be the slightest appearance of hurry. 
As the Lord Chancellor indicated, 
something is needed. It is not a satis- 
factory state of affairs that in such a 
great Court as the Appeal Court of this 
country there should be a mass of arrears 
which the Judges, although they have 
worked as hard as possible, haye not been 
able to keep down. The Court of Appeal 
cannot be spoken of with too great 
consideration in view of its extreme 
importance. If there is a strong Appeal 
Court it satisfies suitors and checks 
appeals coming to your Lordships’ House ; 
it is, therefore, absolutely necessary, no 
matter what the state of business may 
be, that nothing should be done to weaken 
its authority or lessen the respect given 
to its decisions. 


Since the Judicature Act the Court of 
Appeal has been composed of six Lords— 
Justices of high character and great 
ability, who sit in two Courts of three 

Judges each. In addition there is power 
| for the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Chief 
Justice, the Master of the Rolls, and the 
President of the Probate Court to sit in 
the Court of Appeal, but it is impossible 
|for the holders of those great judicial 
| offices to give much assistance to the 
Court of Appeal. I venture to think it 
| is most unreasonable to expect the Lord 
Chancellor of the day, with his enormous 
|and responsible duties, to take part in 
‘the sittings of the Court of Appeal. 
_Yet my noble and learned friend Lord 
| Halsbury and the noble and learned Lord 
'who now sits upon the Woolsack have 
| been obliged, notwithstanding the strain 
| of their great duties, to take part in the 
| work of the Court of Appeal. I maintain 
|that that is neither satisfactory nor 
| desirable, and I am sure there is no one 
/who would not welcome any Bill that 
enabled that great public and personal 
‘inconvenience to be avoided. I am 
| quite aware that the noble and learned 
‘Lord on the Woolsack is the last 
man in the world who would ever 
complain of work or falter in the per- 
formance of any duty coming within his 
office ; but it is not reasonable to expect 
him to also take part in the sitting of the 
Court of Appeal. The same remark 
applies to the other distinguished Judges 
who are entitled to sit in the Court of 
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Appeal but who are not Lords Justices. availed of. This is a matter which 
The Lord Chief Justice presides over a requires much thought, and I hope the 
great Department. He has immense noble and learned Lord on the Woolsack 
legal duties, and it is not reasonable that will not unduly hurry the Bill, but will 
he should leave the work of his Division to ‘allow time for a thorough examination 
take part in that of the Court of Appeal. and criticism of it. ; 

The same remark again applies to the 


President of the Probate Court. Everyone! [orp JAMES or HEREFORD: My 
can recognise these difficulties, but that Lords, my noble and learned titel whe 
does not advance us very far in the | has just sat down has very fairly, I think, 
ascertainment of a remedy. The Lords | reyjawed the position in regard to this Bill 
Justices admittedly work hard, and those ‘There is no doubt that the evil of conges- 
who are entitled to sit in the Court of ' . 











Appeal do all they can to assist the Lords 
Justices ; but there is, notwithstanding, 
The remedy pro- 
posed in this Bill is that of reducing the 
number of Lords Justices in each Court, 
with the consent of the Lord Chancellor, 


a large list of arrears. 


from three to two. 
proposal. 


That is a very serious 


meant by that. 


Speaking generally and broadly, it is 
better to have the Appellate Court com- | 


posed of three Judges rather than two. 


With two Judges and a difference of 


opinion arising, obviously the judgment 
of the Court must be less satisfactory 
than if the Court were constituted of the 
uneven number. The result will be an 
increasing number of appeals to your 
Lordships’ House. 


England. In Ireland the Appellate Court 


is composed of three — and some- 
ieve, accounts 
largely for the fact that there are very | 


times more, and that, I be 


few Irish appeals to this House. I am 


aware that the object is to avoid further 
pecuniary demands upon the Treasury for 


an additional Judge or Judges, but I am 


doubtful whether that necessity can be | 


avoided. I think it is reasonable to shrink 
from the appointment of new Judges until 
it is proved to be an absolute necessity. 


I am not sure that if this Bill passes 


in its present form it will give satisfaction 
to the public. 
afew years ago introduced a Bill which 
became an Act giving power, where the 
parties agreed, for cases to be heard by 
two instead of three Judges. I admit 


that it is difficult to get suitors, who are, 


at arm’s length, to agree toanything. At 
any rate, 


show that that Act has been largely | 


The fact that the consent of 
the Lord Chancellor is required is an im- 
portant limitation, but I should be glad 
if the noble and learned Lord would take 
an opportunity of saying exactly what is 


I can speak with | 
more knowledge of Ireland than of | 


| House. The 


The late Lord Chancellor 


do not think the records, 


tion in the Court of Appeal exists to an 
extent which has become almost a scandal. 
The present state of things is a denial of 
the promise made long ago that in this 
country there should be neither refusal 
nor delay of justice. There is now a stay 
in the administration of justice by virtue 
of the delay that occurs in the Court of 
Appeal. Itis due, however, to the Judges 
of that Court to say that the existence of 
the evil is not attributable tothem. They 
work assiduously but are unable to cope 
with the accumulating arrears. 


If we admit that this evil does exist, 
we have to ask ourselves what is the 
remedy. It has not been found possible 
to suggest a remedy which will meet with 
the approval of every one. The only 
other practical suggestion is the creation 
of new Judges. That may be attrac- 
tive and alluring to some who speak 


_ Without knowledge ; but I certainly think 


that our profession would protest as 
much as they could against an undue 
creation of Judges, which would, of 
necessity, weaken the standard of know- 
ledge and ability on the Bench. But 
something has to be done, and I venture 
very respectfully to commend the Lord 
Chancellor’s proposition now before the 
proposal in this Bill 
seems to me to be the best thing that 
can be done. In the days of men like 
Lord Justice Turner the Court of Appeal 
consisted of two Judges, and not one 
word of complaint was heard of the 
administration of justice by that Court. 


I admit the inconvenience that may 
arise where the two Judges hearing a 
case may differ, but it is not an incon- 
venience which has been found in our 
experience to be great. I believe that 
there might be some classification of 
cases into those which could be taken 
by two Judges and those which were of 
such importance that they should be 
taken by three Judges. I do not krow 
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whether classification would _ suffice. 
There is another view, that the Lord 
Chancellor should take the responsibility 
of making out the list of the three-Judge 
eases and the two-Judge cases. I know 
the difficulty of that. Ido not see how 
my noble and learned friend could obtain 
the information in all cases to enable him 
to differentiate, but by consultation with 
the Judges of the Court of Appeal such 
a list could be drawn up. I am quite 
sure that this is a good practical measure, 
which will remedy the evil that has to 
be met and do nothing to deteriorate 
the high character of our Judges. 


*Lorp ALVERSTONE: My Lords, 
your Lordships will naturally expect 
that, holding the office of Lord Chief 
Justice of England, I should, as tar as 
possible, place before the House the result 
of any experience I have had that may 
bear on this question. I desire to say at 
once that it is quite impossible for me to 
oppose the Second Reading of this Bill, 
because I believe that something must be 
done, and that no other prompt remedy 
could be applied. With things as they 
stand, I believe that my noble and learned 
friend on the Woolsack could not do 
other than ask that, as a temporary 
measure, the Court of Appeal should be 
empowered to sit with two Judges. 

But it is because I have the greatest 
desire to improve in every way the ad- 
ministration of justice that I venture to 
ask your Lordships to look at this matter 
from a broader standpoint. It is from 
that point of view that I ask your 
- Lordships to allow me to speak for a 
few minutes. I appeal to the Lord 
Chancellor, whom every member of our 
profession rejoices to see occupying his 
present high position, to look at the 
matter from the broader aspect. My 
noble and learned friend will have the 
support of every Member of your Lord- 
ship’s House in any proposal he may 
make for the improvement of the 
administration of justice; His Majesty’s 
Judges will be unreservedly at his 
service, and he may count on their 
active support in the preparation of 
any measure with that object; and 
in the other House he has an un- 
paralleled majority. I know from com- 
munications made to me by colleagues 
of my noble and learned friend in the 
Government that they would welcome an 
improvement in the administration of the 


Lord James of Hereford. 
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law. Therefore, I ask my noble and 
learned friend, in the early days of what 
may be a great Chancellorship, to look at 
this matter from a broader standpoint. 


This is no new question to me. [ 
thought over it during the years I was 
Attorney-General, and I communicated 
with Lord Halsbury on the subject at 
that time and since I have been Lord Chief 
Justice. The real difficulty is this—I do 
not care whether you are dealing with 
three Courts of two Judges or two Courts 
of three Judges—it is really im- 
possible to have a Court sitting 
every day throughout the whole legal 
year when, as under present arrange- 
ments, you are using the full number of 
your Judges. I know that Lords Justices 
have not infrequently sat when they 
were not fit to do so. I refer to men 
like Lord Davey, whose loss we so deeply 
deplore, and Lord Lindley, who is for- 
tunately with us. Why did they do it ? 
Because they knew that if they did not 
sit two Lords Justices would be rendered 
idle. Two tribunals of three Judges can- 


'not be worked with a Master of the Rolls 


and five Lords Justices. 


It may be said: “There are three ez- 
officio Judges ; why cannot they help?” 
Let us take my noble and learned friend 
the Lord Chancellor. I endorse every- 
thing that Lord Ashbourne said regarding 
my noble and learned friend, and I wish to 
bear witness to the extraordinary efforts 
made by the Lord Chancellor to carry 
on the work in the Court of appeal. I 
like the pluck, to use the familiar 
English word, he has shown; but it 
proved too great a strain, and I believe 
the noble and learned Lord did consider- 
able harm to his health by sitting in the 
Court of Appeal when he was new to 
other duties which in themselves were 
very heavy. I protest against the Lord 
Chancellor’s having to go into the Court 
of Appeal merely to take the place of any 
Lord Justice who may be ill. There 
may, of course, be great cases now and 
then, for the trial of which he ought to 
sit ; but to expect him to take the place 
of one of the regular Lords Justices who 
is temporarily absent is putting a strain 
on the Lord Chancellor which never 
ought to be put. 


I will refer for a moment to my own 
position. Although my duties are 
nothing like those of the Lord Chan- 
cellor, still they are very arduous, and it 
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dislocates the whole work of the King’s | so constituted as to avoid friction, pre- 
Bench Division when I am called upon to | vent the reaccumulation of arrears, and 
supply deficiencies in the Court of | enable the Judges to devote the best of 
Appeal, for the whole of the judicial their powers to their duties under cir- 
time of the Judges—and we have no | cumstances of no undue strain. 

reserve or spare Judge—is mapped out | 

for the performance of their regular) *Lorp AMPTHILL: My Lords, it may 
duties. Therefore, willing as I am to go | seem presumptuous for a lay Member to 





into the Court of Appeal when I can, it 
is unreasonable to rely on the Lord 


Chief Justice for this work. To a very | 
same observations | 


great extent the 
apply to the President of the Probate 
Division. The Admiralty Court is al- 
ways full of work, and it is one of those 
Courts where prompt justice is essential. 


This Bill, of course, should pass ; but the | 
Lord Chancellor must face the necessity | 


of appointing at least one additional 
Lord Justice and one more Judge of the 
King’s Bench Division. 
experience of the very anxious work of 


arranging the work of the King’s Bench | 
Division, I am satisfied that this must be | 


done. It may be said, “ Rearrange the 
circuits.” It is possible, if the House of 
Commons would face the grouping of 
certain counties for circuit purposes, that 
a slight saving of time might be effected, 
equivalent, perhaps, to three or four 
weeks of the time of one Judge, but no 


real relief to the congestion which we | 


are discussing will be afforded by re- 
arrangement of circuits. The work on 


circuit, as it is, means no light strain, | 
and is overtaken often when there is a | 


heavy criminal list or a heavy civil list 
by sitting on four or five days till seven 


‘oclock in the evening and by consider 
able hurrying and straining to get it | 
There is nothing worse than | 


done. 
hurry or appearance of hurry in judicial 
business. 
Majesty’s Judges, if they command the 
confidence of the country, that their judi- 


cialwork should be done in circumstances | 
and in an atmosphere in which it can be | 
done with comfort to themselves, and in | 
which\they can give the best of their powers | 
to the suitors whose causes they have to | 


decide. Experience is against a Court of 
Appeal with two Judges. Moreover, 
this is an evil which cannot be dealt 
with effectively by a temporary measure. 
I would, therefore, make an _ earnest 
appeal to the Government and to my 
noble friend on the Woolsack to look at 


the question from a broad standpoint, | 


After six years | 


The country owes it to His | 


‘intervene in a discussion of this kind, 
but I hold that this question is one on 
which every Member of your Lordships’ 
House is competent to form an opinion. 
I do not think that on a question of this 
kind we ought to be overawed by the 
_ weight of legal opinion or silenced by the 
great respect we feel for the noble and 
learned Lord on the Woolsack and other 
noble and learned Lords in this House. 
The question is a very simple one. The 
work of the Court of Appeal is congested, 
and to the ordinary man the obvious 
'remedy is to increase the number of 
Judges. Indeed, I do not think that 
anybody could have listened to the 
weighty and eloquent speeches we have 
just heard without coming to the conclu- 
sion that the noble and learned Lords 
who have spoken are convinced that the 
'real remedy, the proper and the only 
remedy, is an increase in the number of 
Lords Justices. 


The remedy which is proposed by this 
| Bill reminds me very much of the action 
recently taken by the Secretary of State 
for War. The right hon. Gentleman 
| wished to increase the efficiency of the 
| Artillery. He found a system prevailing 
/under which there were six divisions, 
| consisting of three batteries each. What 
did he do? He wished to give an 
appearance of greater numbers, and he 
therefore constituted nine divisions of 
two batteries each. Three times six are 
eighteen and twice nine are eighteen ; 
the numbers remain exactly the same, 
'although we have the specious appear- 


/ance of nine divisions instead of six. 
The effect of this Bill is precisely the 
The country wants more Judges, 
and is offered three Courts with two 
| Judges instead of two Courts with three. 
|Two-Judge Courts cannot possibly be 
| effective, for when a division of opinion 
occurs suitors to obtain a decision will 
| have to carry their cases to the House of 
| Lords with largely increased costs. 


|; Same, 


| The noble and learned Lords who have 





and, even if some increase in expenditure | spoken, if I may say so with all respect, 
is involved, to see that the Judiciary is| were animated by a prejudice which 
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must have been apparent to those 
who listened to them. It was asserted 
by Lord James of Hereford that in the 
legal profession there was strong objec- 
tion to the creation of new Judges. I 
can quite understand that among noble 
and learned Lords who have attained the 
position they now occupy there may be a 
natural and perfectly legitimate objection 
to what may be called a cheapening of 
the position of Judges of Appeal; but I 
venture to doubt if the profession 
generally share that objection. 1 should 
like, with all deference, to ask the noble 
and learned Lord on the Woolsack how 
far the opinion of the profession has been 
taken in regard to the matter. I believe 
that the profession asa whole object very 
strongly to the principle of this Bill, and 
1 associate myself with the hope which 
has been expressed that the stages of the 
Bill will not be hurrie] through, in 
order that professional opinion may be 
ascertained and given the weight it is 
entitled to. Ido trust that noble Lords 
will consider the question on those broad 
principles which were so clearly indicated 
by the last speaker. There could not 
have been a stronger argument in favour 
of the creation of new Judges than that 
which the Lord Chief Justice gave us, 
and it is because I am convinced upon 
common-sense grounds that that is the 
right solution of the existing difficulty 
that I shall, with all due respect to noble 
and learned Lords, record my _ vote 
against the Second Reading of this Bill. 


EarL RUSSELL: My Lords, much 
has been said of a very interesting char- 
acter about the subject of this Bill from 
the point of view of the Bench. I desire, 
with your Lordships’ permission, to say a 
word on the matter from the point of 
view of the litigant. I venture to think 
that litigants who have to go to the Court 
of Appeal will regard the provisions of 
this Bill with something like dismay. It 
is not a very expensive process to obtain 
a judgment of the Court of Appeal on 
a matter which has been heard in a 
Court of first instance, and when that 
judgment is the unanimous decision of 
three Judges the case is not usually 
carried further, except where there is 
plenty of money, and the Court of Appeal 
is only intended to be a stepping-stone to 
the House of Lords. An appeal to this 
House is a serious and expensive matter 
which litigants would wish to avoid. With 

Lord Ampthill. 
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two Judges sitting as a Court of Appeal 
there must sometimes be disagreement, 
and where that disagreement occurs, the 
litigant will feel that he has got no further 
| than the Court of first instance carried him, 
and in a matter of importance there will 
'be no resource but to appeal to the 
| House of Lords. That is a prospect 
|which I do not think litigants would 
welcome. The unanimous opinion of two 
Judges would not carry the weight of 
a Court of three Judges. For these 
reasons I hope the remedy which is now 
proposed will be regarded as of a tem- 
porary character. It is the case that 
litigants have had the opportunity of 
having their cases tried before two 
Judges, but I do not think they have 
availed themselves of this power to any 
extent. 


Lorp ALVERSTONE: Twice. 


Eart RUSSELL : Litigants before 
the Court of Appeal are advised by 
eminent counsel, who would agree to a 
hearing by two Judges if that could be 
at all satisfactory. It is suggested that 
the obvious difficulty of this proposal 
may be modified by a classification of 
eases. I am afraid classification will 
not meet the difficulty, for it is just 
the smaller cases where suitors desire 
decisions which will obviate appeal to 
this House. It is impossible for me, in 
‘face of the views which have been ex- 
pressed, to oppose the Second Reading, 
but Ido venture before I sit down to 
associate myself with the observation of 
the Lord Chief Justice that the obvious 
and only remedy is not to try and work 
the Court with absolutely no margin of 
judicial strength. It is clear that 
Judges, who, of necessity, must be ad- 
vanced in years, cannot be expected to 
be able to sit day by day in pe: fect health. 
There must occasionally be a gap which 
has to be filled, and the proper remedy 
1s the appointment of additional Judges. 
| The amount involved is a very small one, 
|and I hope the matter will receive the 
attention of His Majesty’s Government 





Lorp COLERIDGE: My Lords, the 
noble and learned Lord who spoke first 
this evening stated that there was great 
objection to a two-Judge Court. The 
noble and iearned Lord forgets that a 





Jarge part of the work of the Court of 
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Appeal is already done, and satisfactorily 
done, by two Judges. 


LorpD ASHBOURNE: Only interlocu- 
tory appeals. 


Lorp COLERIDGE: I agree. The 
Court of Appeal deals with two sets of 
appeals—appeals from Judges sitting in 
Chambers and from Judges after trial by 
jury or without jury. It seems to me 
that a Court of Appeal consisting of two 
Judges would be quite authoritative in 
regard to the reversing of the decision of 
asingle Judge, but in regard to appeals 
from Divisional Courts, which are Courts 
of great weight, and in which three Judges 
have been accustomed to sit, I can quite 
conceive that an Appeal Court of two 
Judges would be unsatisfactory. There- 
fore, if in practice the Lord Chancellor 
were to limit the operation of the Bill to 
those appeals which are not from the Divi- 
sional Courts, that would go a long way 
towards remedying the defects which now 
exist. It is only from a desire that the 
decision of the Divisional Courts should 
not be upset by an inferior number of 
Judges that I have risen to make this 
suggestion. 


*Lorp COLLINS: My Lords, I hope 
it will not be deemed impertinence on 
my part if, having been only one hour 
in this House, I venture to address you ; 
but it does so happen that I have spent 
the last ten years of my life in the Court 
of Appeal, and can therefore claim to 
know something of its working. The 
proposal before your Lordships has refer- 
ence to the Court of Appeal only, and I 
would venture to claim for that Court 
that it does stand, for reasons peculiar to 
itself, upon a totally different footing 
from ordinary Courts brought together 
by the casual introduction of Judges who 
do not permanently sit together. The 
Court of Appeal derives its strength from 
the fact that the same Judges continually 
sit together. They change Courts, but 
they have all become accustomed 
to sit with each other. They meet every 
day in the common room, and after a 
time became so completely in accord with 
each other that they constitute the 
strongest Court possible; for it is not 
the weight of the individuals that makes 
the strength of the Court—it is the fact 
that they are able to act together and in 
complete sympathy. I premise that 
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because we are dealing, not with the 
ordinary case of two Judges un- 
accustomed to sit together being asked 
to do so, but with the case of two Judges 
drawn from a body each of whom is 
embued with the traditions of the whole 
and accustomed to sit together. That 
introduces, in my view, a_ radical 
diiference. 


The great point made against this 
Bill is the possibility of a difference. 
It is assumed that difference is the pro- 
bability and not the exception. There- 
fore I think it is important, speaking 
from the inside and knowing what goes 
on, that I should bring before the House 
the real facts. I have sat for something 
like ten years in the Court of Appeal, 
and for the last five years two Judges 
of that Court sitting together have 
been dealing with interlocutory matters 
some of which have been of the highest 
importance, such cases numbering perhaps 
400 more or less in the course of the year, 
though I cannot pretend to vouch for the 
figure. I have been searching my memory, 
but I do not remember during the whole 
period I have been in the Court of 
Appeal more than two instances in which 
there has been a difference of opinion 
between two Judges sitting alone. 
Difference of opinion between members 
of the Court of Appeal, whether sitting 
with three Judges or with two, are so 
rare as scarcely to be worth considering. I 
sat for some seven years in the Court of 
Appeal with Lord Justice Stirling, and I 
believe that | differed from him oniy 
once. I believe I was wrong, but it 
was in an attempt to follow the de- 
cision of your Lordships’ House. With 
Lord Justice Romer I sat for a year or 
two longer, and I cannot recall more than 
two or three differences of opinion 
during the whole of that period. 
Therefore, I submit that the question 
of difference, which is the most formid- 
able ground of objection to this Bill, 
may be treated as non-existent. 


Another strong argument in favour of 
this Bill is that, as the Judges are 
accustomed to sit together, each finds out 
in ten minutes or a quarter of an hour 
whether there is any likelihood of a 
difference of opinion arising. If there is, 
they can adjourn the case to the follow- 
ing day, meanwhile asking another Judge 
to come in. That has happened in my 
case on the only two occasions where | 
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remember a difference showing itself in| I think that the Court of Appeal 
the Court of Appeal between two Judges | sitting in three Courts for probably a 
sitting alone. We were able to call | fortnight in the whole year would enable 
upon another Judge to come in, the accumulation to be nipped in the bud 
without any extra expense to the suitors and kept down. I therefore most heartily 
and without any real trouble or annoy- | support the proposal which the Lord 
ance in the matter. In these circum-) Chancellor has embodied in this Bill. 
stances I think it would be an enormous | 


boon that the Court of Appeal should be} Tor LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
able to deal automatically with the Joresurn): My Lords, I am sure it has 
growth of work, for the number of cases | been a very great advantage that this 
that come up for decision are just up to! debate has been adjourned, for we have 
the level of the Court’s capacity when had a very interesting discussion on a 
its members are in full enjoyment ot | subject of real importance. I will state 


| 


health during the whole of the legal year. | again, in the shortest manner possible, 


When a member of the Court is away ill what I conceive to be the main grounds 
the whole of the business is thrown out! for this measure. First of all, the Court 


of gear, and whenever arrears begin to | of Appeal under normal conditions is 
run up they tend to multiply, for people | liable to be crippled by accident from day 
then enter cases simply with a view of | to day through the illness of one of its 
postponing the evil day. If power 18 | six permanent members. This deficiency 
entrusted to the Court of Appeal to sit cannot be supplied by help from any of 
in three divisions it would not be like | the extra Judges. The Lord Chancellor 
the case of the Artillery referred to by | has quite enough to do, the Lord 


my noble friend Lord Ampthill, but the | Chief Justice has his own Courts to attend 
real addition of another Court for the! t> and so has the President of the 


time being. | Probate Division. The result is that the 
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I certainly should not suggest that a | 
tribunal of three is not better than a 
tribunal of two, but I think the matter 
might be entrusted to the discretion of 
the Master of the Rolls coupled with the 
consent of the Lord Chancellor. Person- 
ally, I would leave anything to the discre- 
tion of the present Master of the Rolls. 
I have sat with him for many years 
and there is no man in England on whose 
discretion I could more rely. This is 
the only risk: Would this power, if 
given, be used fairly and with proper 
discretion? If you can trust the persons 
to whom you give it—in this case the 
Lord Chancellor and the Master of the 
Rolls—then the mischief is annulled. 
The cases in which three Judges of the 


Court below sit together are few. 
The vast majority of appeals are 
from a single Judge. Those  con- 
versant with the lists can always 


pick out cases that are of more than | 
ordinary difficulty, and the other cases | 
could properly be heard by two Judges, 
with the power, where probability of | 
difference showed itself, which would be 
once in a thousand times, of inviting the | 
aid of another Judge on the spot. It | 
would be an immense boon to get rid of 
the incubus of the large body of arrears, 
and if these were once disposed of 


Lord Collins. 


' whole system is dislocated if one Judge 


becomes suddenly ill ; and I have known 


| of cases where Judges of the Court of 


Appeal have come to work when they 
were not in a fit state in order to prevent 
the machinery of the Court from being 
interrupted. 


In the second place, and partly by 
reason of that circumstance, there has 
grown up a body of arrears which is a 
burden and a standing incubus on the 
Court of Appeal. The House has heard 
what the late Master of the Rolls—whose 
appearance among us I welcome with 
pleasure, and I am quite certain that 
your Lordships will realise what an 
immense strength he will be to the 
House before long—has said on _ the 
subject. It must be a perpetual strain 
on the Court of Appeal to find that it 
has a body of arrears numbering 300 
cases each time it begins aterm. It is 
impossible for men to go on working 
under pressure when they feel that they 
have these arrears ahead of them; and 
the state of things at present is that even 
if you have the Judges in full health they 
can but keep up to the current business 
and do little or nothing to remove the 
arrears. The result is that the arrears 
are always with them, and they are not 
tending to decrease. Within the last 
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arrears hanging round the neck of the 
Court ; but I cannot undertake to continue 
that work, neither can the Lord Chief 
Justice, and the President of the Probate 


Division cannot be expected to do more. 


Both of these evils are temporary in- 


their character. The proposal of this 
Bill is essentially a temporary measure, 
necessitated from time to time by emer- 
gencies ; and I stated this to be the case 
when I introduced the Bill. What are 
the remedies proposed ? It is suggested 

that there should be an increase in the 

number of Judges in the Court of Appeal. 

But this step is not necessary for an 

occasional emergency. It is not necessary | 
for the present purpose to do more than | 
provide for occasional emergency or ex- 
ceptional circumstances. 


The objection as to differences of 
opinion arising between two Judges is | 
one which is always held up as a bugbear | 
to terrify people. The first answer to | 
that is that these differences very rarely | 
happen, and if they do, the difficulty can 
be remedied after half-an-hour’s discussion | 
by invoking the assistance of a third 
Judge. The second answer is that it is 
not proposed that two Judges should sit as | 
aregular thing, but only in appropriate | 
cases, as, for example, where a minor) 
question or a short point is involved 
which may safely be disposed of by two. 
Judges, instead of by three. 


Further, it must be remembered that 
you have to deal, in the first place, with | 
the Lord Chancellor and also with the 
Master of the Rolls, who will really be 
the governing person in these matters. 
Personally, I am inclined to leave the 
matter at large, but if in Committee any 
noble Lord proposes to prescribe in the | 
Bill how a great officer of State should 
discharge his duty I shall give such an | 
Amendment my _ best consideration, | 
without the smallest jealousy or appre- 
hension. 


Iam asked by Lord Ampthill how 
this Bill is regarded by the leg! profes: 
sion. I am sorry to say I have received 
from my brethren at the Bar a resolution 
of the Bar Committee, very kindly ex- | 
pressed towards myself, but disapproving | 
of the. proposal in the Bill ; but they give |, 





{7 Marcu 1907} 


twelve months I have myself, with the | 
Lord Chief Justice and the President | 
of the Probate Division, sat for a month | 
in order to get rid of the burden of | 
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no reasons, they suggest no alternative and 
they do not dispute the necessity. I have 
also received from the Incorporated Law 
Society a resolution to the effect that they 
sympathise with me, but that they do 
not like the proposal. They, too, do not 
dispute the necessity or prescribe any 
other remedy. For my part, I am a law 
reformer—and my predecessor, Lord 
Halsbury, was a very considerable law 
reformer—and I am most anxious to see 
the Courts of this country made efficient 
business instruments, so that they should 
be able to say to suitors, if you come to- 
morrow, we will hear you the day after. 


*THe MARQuEss OF LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, I do not anticipate that any 
of my noble friends sitting near me will 
desire to oppose the Second Reading of 
this Bill. The noble and learned Lord 
on the Woolsack has said enough to 


convince the House that the congestion 


of business in the Court of Appeal is at 
this moment intolerable, and that some 
measure is absolutely necessary in order 
to relieve that congestion. But I should 
be wanting in sincerity if I told the noble 


'and learned Lord that his speech had 


entirely dispelled the doubts with which 


' some of.us look upon these proposals. 


If my doubts are diminished, they 
are diminished not by what is con- 
tained in the Bill, but by the very 
straightforward explanation of it which 
the noble and learned Lord has given 
us. What I am afraid of is that 
the public—perhaps I may say the 
ill-informed public — will regard this 
measure with a good deal of suspicion. 
After all, we have to consider three 
sets of people, the Bench, the members 
of the legal profession, and, last but not 
least, the public who represent the 
suitors. We have heard speeches 
from noble and learned Judges, and 
from Peers who represent the legal 
profession, but I think my noble friend 
Lord Ampthill is the only member who 
has ventured to say a word on behalf of 
the public, whose interests are very much 


| concerned. 


A NOBLE LORD: Lord Russell. 


*Tue MArQquess oF LANSDOWNE: 
But Lord Russell may be said to represent 
the legal profession. 


‘ 
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Eart RUSSELL: Yes, but I tried to 
say a word on behalf of the public. 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE: 
I am afraid I must say that I share the 
views which Lord Ampthill has expressed. 
I believe that what the public desire is a 
strong Court of Appeal, and that, to the 
mind of the public, a Court consisting of 
three Judges will always appear stronger 
than a Court composed of only two. 
In Scotland, I believe, they have no fewer 
than four Judges in the Appeal Court. 
1 am, however, not a little comforted 
by the distinct assurance which was 
given to us by the noble and learned 
Lord on the Woolsack that he regarded 
this Bill as a measure designed to meet 
an ephemeral and temporary condition of 
things. He told us that it should be 
applied with the greatest caution, and 
only in cases where the circumstances 
were appropriate and where an arrange- 
ment of the kind was clearly demanded 
by the circumstances. That is an as- 
surance which I think should weigh with 
your Lordships’ House. Whether it 
would be possible further to reassure the 
public by adding words to the Bill at a 
future stage I will not take upon myself 
to say. My own feeling is that, if we 
are to rely upon anything, we should rely 
rather upon the high character and repu- 
tation of the great judicial officers who 
will interpret this Bill than upon any 
words we might attempt to graft into 
the clauses of the Bill. With these few 
observations I for one consent to the 
Second Reading. 


On Question, Bill read 24, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House. 


THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS. 

THE EARL or ONSLOW: My Lords, 
I rise to call attention to the Public 
Health Acts, 1875-1890, and to the large 
number of Acts passed in recent sessions, 
and of Bills pending in the present 
session, to amend or extend those Acts or 
otherwise to confer sanitary powers on 
certain local authorities ; and to ask His 
Majesty’s Government whether they do 
not consider that the time has arrived for 
the extension of the Public Health Acts. 

This subject is perhaps not of such 
great importance as that which your 
Lordships have just been discussing, but 
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it is, nevertheless, one of vast importance, 
In the year 1875 there was a con- 
solidating Public Health Act passed 
which comprised a very large number of 
clauses, all designed to give powers to 
local authorities which chose to adopt the 
Act. Short of the adoption of the clauses 
of that Act it was necessary to obtain 
clauses in special Acts affecting special 
localities. Since 1875 there have been a 
number of Public Health Acts passed 
dealing with water, interment, sewers, 
the confirmation of by-laws, infectious 
diseases, and buildings and streets ; and 
in the year 1890 another consolidating 
Act was passed to which certain clauses 
were added, and which is the last word 
that has been spoken on this subject. 
Since 1890 there have been no clauses 
dealing with police and sanitary matters 
with the exception of those which deal 
with isolation hospitals and _ infectious 
diseases. The result has been that a 
number of matters have come under the 
notice of local authorities, who have 
desired to avail themselves of further 
powers than those given to them by the 
general law. As a consequence, every 
year fresh clauses are introduced in 
private Bills which might, I think, very 
well be embodied in a general Public 
Health Act applicable to such parts of 
the country as chose to adopt it. 


In the years 1903-1906, there has 
been in no fewer than forty-six Bills 
a clause dealing with deficiency of 
new buildings, in thirty-six Bills a clause 
dealing with trees overhanging streets, 
in forty Bills a clause prohibiting persons 
suffering from infectious disease carrying 
on any business, and in forty Bills a 
clause regulating the manufacture and 
sale of ice-creams. What does that 
mean? It means a very large ex- 
penditure on the part of the public 
authorities concerned, who have to go to 
the expense of promoting private Bills in 
order to get these powers. I shall 
perhaps startle your Lordships when I 
show you the Bill I have in my hand 
which is now before your Lordships’ 
House. It contains 290 clauses. What 
the expense of this Bill is I should be 
afraid to say ; but I will say this, that, if 
a Public Health Act were to be passed 
now, at least one-third, if not one-half, of 
the clauses in this Bill would be rendered 
unnecessary. I have taken pains to look 
into the cost of these Bills, and I find 
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that from one-third to one-half is | Bill of 290 clauses. The proposal of the 
rendered necessary by the adoption of | noble Earl would, no doubt, be a distinct 
these clauses. Last session a Bill came | saving of money to the ratepayers, and if 
under my notice the cost of which was | it were carried out other parts of England 
£3,000, and of that sum at least £1,000, | would be able to share in the blessings of 
and probably more, was due to the|the reduction in rates which we are 
necessity of providing these police and | promised in London. It would also save 
sanitary clauses. a great deal of time and trouble on 
the part of Parliament and especially 
I have asked in my Question whether} on the part of the Lord Chairman 
His Majesty’s Government do not con-| himself. The noble Earl acknowledged 
sider that the time has arrived for the| that the question was not absolutely 
extension of the Public Health Act. I/|freefrom difficulty, and he mentioned 
am not going to lay myself open to the|a Bill which was brought forward 
reply which it is likely I should receive, | in the House of Commons last year. 
that the Government have a very large|I have no doubt he referred to Sir 
number of measures to bring before | James Woodhouse’s Bill. That Bill con- 
Parliament and are unable for want of | sisted of 101 clauses and dealt with a 
time to add to that number. I would | great variety of matters, including streets, 
venture to ask whether, if a Bill for the | buildings, sewers, infectious diseases, milk, 
purpose is brought in by a private | common lodging houses, and recreation 
member, either in your Lordships’ House | grounds. Therefore I think the House 
or in the House of Commons, the Govern- | will agree that before making clauses in 
ment will do what they can to assist its | local Acts part of the general law, it is 
reference to a Joint Committee of the | necessary that very careful consideration 
two Houses, consisting of those who have | should be given to them to see how far 
been accustomed to deal with what are | they can be regarded as proper for general 
known as police and sanitary clauses. | application. J do not think my right hon. 
There are Chairmen of Committees in your | friend the President of the Local Govern- 
Lordships’ House and gentlemen in the | ment Board will put forward any excuse 
House of Commons who are eminently | founded on the congestion of public busi- 
qualified to deal with this subject. I | ness for not assisting a Bill dealing with 
venture to think that a Bill of this kind, | this matter, for he quite realises the 
affecting as it does public health and | necessity of giving additional powers to 
public convenience, and affecting the | local authorities. My right hon. friend 
expenditure of local bodies, now reaching | requests me to say that he has a very 
alimit which ought not to be exceeded, | warm sympathy with the object the noble 
would be absolutely non-contentious ; and | Earl has in view, but at present he is un- 
having passed the scrutiny of such a| able to give any direct pledge on the 
Committee I think it might become law | subject, though he is giving it careful 
without much discussion, and it would be | consideration with a view to action being 
agreat boon toa large number of local| taken. I hope this reply will not 
authorities who at this moment are | be altogether unsatisfactory to the noble 
obliged to incur the heavy expenditure | Earl. 
to which I have referred. 








THE EarRL oF ONSLOW: I understand 

THe PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD or | the noble Lord to say that the President 
AGRICULTURE anp FISHERIES | of the Local Government Board can give 
(Earl CARRINGTON): My Lords, the | no pledge with regard to bringing in a 
noble Lord has stated his case with such | measure. But that was not the question 
clearness and conciseness, and with such | I asked. My question was whether, if a 
an amount of practical knowledge, that it | measure were brought in, His Majesty’s 
will hardly be necessary for me to detain | Government would give it their sympathy 
the House for more than a few moments | and do what they could to get it referred 
inreplying. As the noble Earl correctly | to a Joint Committee with a view to 
observed, one public Act would obviate | getting it through Parliament this session. 
the necessity for the promotion of a 
large number of private Bills by local; Earp CARRINGTON: ‘hat is a 
authorities ; and he certainly startled the | question which, individually, I am not 
House by the production of the enormous | able to answer. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS (REFORM) BILL [H.1.] 

Lorp COURTNEY or PENWITH: 
My Lords, I should like to ask the 
noble Lord opposite, Lord Newton, when 
he proposes to move the Second Reading 
of his Bill for the reform of the House. 
The Second Reading is appointed for the 
12th inst., and it would be convenient if 
the noble Lord would say whether he 
jntends to take it on that day. 


Private 


Lorp NEWTON: My Lords, as far 
as I am concerned, I should prefer to 
proceed with the least possible delay, but 
I am extremely anxious to cause as little 
irritation as possible, and it has been 
mentioned to me by influential Members 
of the House that it would be incon- 
venient to take the Bill so soon. I there- 
fore proposed to put it down after Easter, 
towards the end of April. 


House adjourned at a quarter 
past Six o’clock, to Mon- 
day next, a quarter be- 
fore Eleven o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, 7th March, 1907. 


The House met at a quarter before 


Three of the Clock. 


MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 

That they have passed a Bill, in- 
tituled, ‘‘ An Act to amend the Law re- 
lating to the Reservation, for His 
Majesty’s pleasure, of Bills passed by 
the Legislatures of the States forming 
part of the Commonwealth of Australia 
and to confirm certain Acts passed by 
those Legislatures.” [Australian States 
Constitution Bill [Lords.] 


Also, a Bill, intituled, ‘‘ An Act to 
dissolve the marriage of Charles Edward 
Galwey, a Captain in the Roya] Irish 
Regiment, with Annie Louisa Galwey, his 
now wife, and to enable him to marry 
again; and for other purposes.” [Gal- 
wey’s Divorce Bill [Lords.] 


And, also a Bill, intituled, ‘‘ An Act to 
dissolve the marriage of Lida Eleanor 
Purcell Fitz Gerald with Gerald Purcell 
Fitz Gerald, her present husband, and to 
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enable her to marry again ; and for other 
purposes.” [Fitz Gerald’s Divorce Bill 
[Lords. ] 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE BILLS (STANDING ORDER 63 
COMPLIED WITH). 

Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table 
Report from one of the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bill, referred on the 
First Reading thereof, Standing Order 
63 has been complied with, vit. :—Grays 
and Tilbury Gas Bill. 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a 
second time. 


PRIVATE BILLS (STANDING ORDERS 
APPLICABLE THERETO COMPLIED 
WITH). 

Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table 
Report from the Examiners of Petition 
for Private Bills, That, in the case of the 
following Bill, introduced pursuant to 
the provisions of The Private Legislation 
Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, the 
Standing Orders which are applicable 
thereto have been complied with, viz. :— 
Leith Harbour and Docks Bill. 


PRIVATE BILLS [LORDS] (STANDING 
ORDERS COMPLIED WITH). 

Mr SpeakKER laid upon the Table 
Report from the Examiners of Petitions 
for Private Bills, That, in respect of the 
following Bills, introduced pursuant to 
the provisions of The Private Legislation 
Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1899, and 
which the Chairman of Ways and Means 
had directed to originate in the House 
of Lords, they have certified that the 
Standing Orders have been complied 
with, viz. :—General Accident, Fire and 
Life Assurance Corporation, Limited; 
Renfrewshire Upper District (Eastwood 
and Mearns) Water; Royal Bank of 
Scotland ; Glasgow Corporation ; Aber- 
deen Corporation; Electric Supply 
Corporation (No. 2). 


PRIVATE BILLS (STANDING ORDER 66 
NOT COMPLIED WITH). 


Mr. Speaker laid upon the Table 
Report from one of the Examiners of 
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Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bill, referred on 
the First Reading thereof, Standing 
Order 66 has not been complied with, 
yiz:—Channel Tunnel Railway Bill. 


Ordered, That the Report be referred 
to the Select Committee on Standing 
Orders. 


Alexandra (Newport and South Wales) 
Docks and Railway (General Powers) 
Bill—‘‘ To empower the Alexandra 
(Newport and South Wales) Docks and 
Railway Company to construct new 
railways in the County of Monmouth, 
and to authorise the company to raise 
additional capital: and for other 
purposes,” presented, and read the first 


time ; and referred to the Examiners of | 


Petitions for Private Bills. 


Boston Spa Gas Bill.—‘“* To incorporate 
and confer powers upon the Boston Spa 
Gas Company,” presented, and read the 
first time ; and referred to the Examiners 
of Petitions for Private Bills. 


Galwey’s Divorce Bill [Lords]; Fitz 
Gerald’s Divorce Bill [Lords].—Read the 
first time ; to be read a second time. 


PETITIONS. 


COAL MINES (EIGHT HOURS) BILL. 


Petitions in favour—from Aldwarke ; 
Brayton Knowe; Halesowen; Hill and 
Cakemore; Lye; Moresby; Rocking- 
ham; Soothill Wood ; Two Gates ; and, 
West Kiveton Collieries ; to lie upon the 
Table. 


AND MEASURES (METRIC 
SYSTEM) BILL. 


Petition from Walsall, against ; to lie 
upon the Table. 


WEIGHTS 


WOMEN’S ENFRANCHISEMENT BILL. 


Petitions in favour—from Gravesend 
and Northfleet ; and Isle of Wight; to 
lie upon the Table. 
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RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


COLONIAL CONFERENCE, 1907. 
Copy presented, of correspondence 
relating to the Colonial Conference, 1907 

[by Command] ; to lie upon the Table. 


AUSTRALIA. 

Copy presented, of the Customs Tariff 
(British Preference), 1995, Reserved Act, 
with a Despatch from the Secretary of 
State thereon [by Command]; to lie 
upon the Table. 


PUBLIC HEALTH (REGULATIONS AS TO 
FOOD) BILL. 
Copy ordered, “‘ of Enactments referred 
to in the Bill.”’—(Mr. Burns.) 


Copy presented accordingly; to lie 
upon the Table, and to be printed. 
[No. 70.] 


SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND). 

Copy ordered, “ of Account of receipts 
and payments of the Accountant-General 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature in 
Ireland in respect of funds of suitors in 
the said Court, including therein funds 
to the credit of lunacy accounts in the 
year to the 30th day of September, 1906, 
together with a statement of liabilities 
and assets and particulars of securities 
in Court on the 30th day of September, 
1906.”—(Mr. Runciman.) 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Volunteer Officers’ Liabilities. 


Mr. COCHRANE (Ayrshire, N.): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War if 
Volunteer officers have incurred on behalf 
of their battalions any liabilities in ad- 
dition to those mentioned in the Supple- - 
mentary Estimates; and, if so, what 
scheme he proposes to meet these lia- 
bilities. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The Public Works Loan Board mortgages 
represent only the indebtedness of those 
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corps who have borrowed from the Com- 
missioners money to meet the cost of drill 
halls and rauges. There are other lia- 
bilities incurred by commanding officers 
of Volunteer corps. The Volunteer corps 
who are transferred to the Territorial 
Army may have other liabilities. As to 
these, it would be wholly premature to 
attempt to forecast the mode of dealing 
with these cases, which may present 
varying details. 


Questions. 


Assets of Volunteer Corps. 

Mr. COCHRANE: To ask the Secre- 
tary of State for War, what will become 
of the assets and funds which certain 
Volunteer corps have accumulated by 
good management and economy. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The hon. Member presumably refers to the 
Volunteer corps who will be transferred 
to the territorial force. I hope to be able 
to deal with the point he raises when the 
Bill comes up for Second Reading. 


Lieutenant-Colonels’ Increased Pay. 

Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War what 
sum has been provided during the forth- 
coming financial year wherewith to in- 
crease the pay of lieutenant-colonels 
commanding regiments of cavalry and 
battalions of infantry. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
A sum of money has been taken in the 
Estimates to meet this service. I am in 
communication with the Treasury as 
to the rate of increase per arm, and I 
am not yet able to state the exact figures. 


Garrison Artillery Reduction. 

Mr. PIKE PEASE: To ask the Secre- 
tary of State for War if he will publish 
the general information acquired by 
the joint Naval and Military Committee, 
resulting in his proposal to effect con- 
siderable reductions in garrison artillery 
at Home and Abroad; and what these 
net reductions will amount to during 
the next financial year. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
It would certainly not be in the interests 
of the public service to publish the in- 
formation referred to in the Question. 
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The reduction in cost of personnel in 
1907-8, consequent upon the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee, amounts to 
about £100,000. 


Lord Esher’s Memorandum. 

Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER (Croydon): 
To ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether he will now lay upon the Table 
the Memorandum, approved by himself 
and signed by Lord Esher, which was sub- 
mitted, by order of the Secretary of State, 
to the committee formed ‘o report upon 
the organisation of the Territorial Army, 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
I am not certain as to the document to 
which the right hon. Gentleman refers, 
but, as I have already explained to the 
House, I do not propose to publish docu- 
ments which were simply intended to 
elicit provisional expressions of opinion 
for my personal use. 


Lord Esher’s Committee. 

Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER : To ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether the 
question of the abolition of the Mihiia 
and the reduction of the pay of the 
Imperial Yeomanry were discussed by the 
committee presided over by Lord Esher; 
and, if so, whether the Committee 
reported in favour of either of these 
changes. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
For the reasons indicated in my Answer 
to the last Question I do not propose to 
furnish information about the views 
of the Committee. 


Cost of Organising the New Territorial 
Army. 

Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Maling): To 
ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether any expenditure will be in- 
curred during the coming financial year 
in respect of organising and preparing for 
the proposed new Territorial Army. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
As stated in my Memorandum on the 
Estimates for 1907-8, it has not been 
considered necessary to make any ex- 
tensive provision in them for expenditure 
on the new scheme; but I hope to see 
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a good deal of preliminary work accom- 
plished before the close of the financial 
year, and provision has been made for 
some expenditure. 


Submarines and the Hague Conference. 
Mr. L. HASLAM (Monmouth 
Boroughs): To ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether he 
will consider the desirability of placing 
before the Hague Conference, with the 
view of limiting danger to life during 
times of peace and of expense of arma- 
ments, the question whether the use of 
submarines should be discontinued. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Grey.) It 
would not be reasonable to expect the 
Powers at the Hague Conference to 
entertain such a proposal. 


Old Age Pensions Commission. 

Mr. L. HASLAM: To ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the 
whether, in view of the introduction of 
measures dealing with the subject of old 
age pensions, he will lay upon the Table 
of the House the Report of the Old Age 
Pensions Commission, which forms a 
portion of C.O. 13,921, received 21st 
April, 1906, in which the systems in 
practice in Australia and New Zealand 
are fully described and unanimous recom- 
mendations made. 

(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) Yes, 
Sir, the Report will be laid. 


Free Church of Scotland General 
sembly. 


Colonies | 


{7 Marcu 1907} 








Mr. REMNANT (Finsbury, Holborn) : 
To ask the Lord Advocate what pro- | 
vision is being made for a place of meeting | 
for the general assembly of the Free | 
Church of Scotland. 


(Answered by Mr. Thomas Shaw.) This 
inquiry should be addressed to the Secre- 
tary of the Church Commission. That 
Commission is vested with full statutory 
power in the allocation of property 
formerly belonging to the Free Church. 


South Leith Free Church. 
Mr. REMNANT: To ask the Lord 
Advocate if his attention has been called 





to the position of the South Leith Free 
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Church congregation in Leith, who are 
compelled to worship in and pay rent for 
a hall which is very unsuitable for their 
requirements, while there are seven old 
Free Churches in the hands of the United 
Free Church, the minister of one of which 
has expressed his willingness to resign ; 
and will he say what action he proposes 
to take in the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Thomas Shaw.) I 
have no right to take action in regard to 
the matters referred to in the inquiry, 
and I am not to be held as assenting to 
the accuracy of the representations made 
in the earlier portion of the Question. 


Absinthe. 

Mr. A. C. CORBETT (Glasgow, Tra- 
deston): To ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, if he proposes 
to take any steps for the protection of this 


| country from the increased importation of 


absinthe which may follow the pro- 
hibition of its manufacture and sale in 
Belgium and the Canton de Vaud in 
Switzerland, and the efforts which are 
now being made for similar legislation in 
France. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
I confess I am unable to see why the pro- 
hibition of the manufacture of absinthe 
in certain foreign countries should involve 
any danger of increase in the importation 
of that liquor into this country. 


Local Government Expenditure. 

Mr. R. PEARCE (Staffordshire, 
Leek): To ask the President of the 
Local Government Board what were the 
amounts provided in the United King- 
dom in each of the years 1905 and 1906, 
by rates, or expended out of them, for 
education, Poor Law administration, 
registration of voters, and main roads, 
distinguishing the amounts for England, 
Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, for each of 
those purposes in each of those years ; 
and what were the gross estimated rentals 
and rateable values upon which such rates 
were levied. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) As 
regards Scotland and Ireland I must refer 
my hon. friend to the Secretary for Scot- 
land and the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
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Lieutenant of Ireland. The following 
particulars relate to England and Wales, 
and give the latest figures I am at 
present able to supply. Education.—The 
total expenditure was approximately 
£22,124,000 in 1904-5, and £24,083,000 
in 1905-6. The total amount estimated 
to have been raised by rates for this pur- 
pose was £9,618,000 in 1904-5, and 
£11,197,000 in 1905-6. Poor Law Ad- 
ministration.—The total expenditure on 
matters exclusively relating to the relief 
of the poor was £13,851,981 in 1904-5, 
and the proportion of this amount cal- 
culated to have been directly borne by 
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needful amendments of the Unemployed 
Act, as promised at the opening of the 
present Parliament. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I am aware of 
the resolution passed by the Liverpool 
Distress Committee, and that other 
bodies have passed similar resolutions in 
favour of the adoption of schemes for 
works of a national character. For 
reasons which I have previously ex- 
plained I do not contemplate proposing 
| legislation to amend the Unemployed 
| Workmen Act. 








rates was £10,478,966. Registration of | 
Voters, and Main Roads.—The total) Inspection of the Scottish Schools. 
expenditure in respect of the registra-| Mp. D. A. THOMAS (Merthyr Tydvil) : 
tion of voters (not including the remuner- | To ask the Secretary for Scotland if he 
ation of revising barristers) in 1903-4 was | can state the amount estimated to be 
£257,837, and in respect of main roads was | required in the year ending 31st March, 
£2,407,042. The proportion directly | 1908, to meet the administration expenses 
borne by rates in these cases cannot be | in London of the Scottish Education 
stated, but no specific grant was received | Department, and also the cost of inspec- 
by local authorities from the Exchequer | tion of Scottish schools. 

in respect of them. Gross Estimated | 

rental and rateable value.—At the com- | ee 
mencement of 1904-5 the total gross | (Answered by Mr. Sinclair.) The hon. 
estimated rental was £243,061,842, and, Member will find this information under 
at the commencement of 1905-6 the head ‘‘ Public Education, Scotland” 
£248,426,532. At the same dates the| (Class IV., Vote 8), in the Civil Service 
total rateable value of rateable heredita- | Estimates, which are now available to 
ments (including the annual value of | Members. 

property in respect of which contributions | 
were made by the Government in lieu of | 


< . | Local Government Expenditure. 
rates) was £199,355,590 and £202,858,961 | Mr. BR. PEARCE: To ask Mr. 
respectively. 


| Chancellor of the Exchequer what were 
F : . the amounts provided in the United 
Liverpool Distress Committee. Kingdom, in the financial years to 
Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N.E.) ‘| April, 1905, and April, 1906, out of taxes 
To ask the President of the Local Govern- | for education, and, if any, for Poor Law 
ment Board whether he is aware of the} administration, registration of voters, 
resolution passed by the Liverpool Distress | and main roads, or allocated out of 
Committee stating the difficulties ex-| taxes for those purposes in each of those 
perienced in finding work for the un-| years, distinguishing, if possible, the 
employed under the limitations of the | amounts for England, Wales, Scotland, 
Act of 1905, and asking Parliament to | and Ireland for each of those purposes. 
amend the Act; whether he is aware of | 
similar resolutions being passed by other 
committees and representative bodies, ; : 
and of Government money being’granted materials for an Answer to this Question 
to relieve immediate distress in St.|are not available in the Treasury, and 


Helena and to start an industry there to| they would have to be collected from 
provide employment; and whether he | @ number of other departments. It 
can now take further steps to meet would, therefore, be more convenient 
more adequately the distress existing) if my honourable friend would move 
in our own cities and towns or introduce | for a Return. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith). The 
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Indian Public Works Department. 


Sirk H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.) : 
To ask the Secretary of State for India 


ifthe will state the total number of | 


officers appointed from England to the 
Public Works Department in India 
during each of the past ten years, and 
the number and percentage of Indians 
so appointed each year. 
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(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
The information asked for is contained 
in the following Table :— 


Total number of Assistant Engineers 
appointed from England to the Public 
Works Department in India during each 
of the last ten years, and the number 
and percentage of Natives of India so 
appointed. 





Total Number of 





Year. appointed from 
England. 
aoe ee 13 
98 - - - 12 
a ee ee 15 
00 - 0 - CUlelC- 13 
901 - - - - 21 
We se 29 
1903 - - - - 29 
es ee 31 
05 - - + 2 
106 - - - - 61 


Assistant Engineers 


Number of Natives 
of India appointed 
from England. 


Percentage of 
Natives of India. 





1 7:70 
1 6°67 
1 7:70 
1 4:76 
2 8:00 
2 6°59 
2 6°45 
] 2°56 
4 6°55 


{ 





It has been decided that Indians should 
be eligible for appointment from England 
subject to a maximum limit of 10 per 
cent. I trust that the number of Indians 
qualified under the rules who will apply 
for appointments will be such as to permit 
this limit to be worked up to. The hon. 
Gentleman is doubtless aware that the 
ordinary means of access for Indians 
to the Public Works Department. is 
through the Indian Engineering Colleges. 


Indian Natives and the Public Works 
Department. 

Str H. COTTON : Toask the Secretary 
of State for India whether it is proposed 
toappoint any properly qualified Indians 
from England to the Public Works 
Department in India during the year 1907. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
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India should be eligible for appointment 
from England, subject to a maximum 
limit of 10 per cent.; this decision does 
not come into force till 1908; but one 
native of India, belonging properly to 
the batch of appointments of 1907, has 
been already appointed in advance, after 
a shortened period of training, in con- 
sequence of the closing of Cooper’s Hill 
College. 


Clare Potato Crop Failure. 
Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 


E.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he will 
inquire into the necessity of the Govern- 
ment granting some money towards the 
purchase of seed potatoes for the small 
farmers of Clondigad and Lissycasey, 
county Clare, where the potato crop was 


It was decided in 1905 that natives of | a complete failure. 


2 L 
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(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The hon. 
Member appears to have been misin- 
formed as to the state of last year’s 
potato crop in this district. The Local 
Government Board have already inquired 
into the matter, and are satisfied that 
there was no serious failure of the crop 
there. The Board have received no 
representations that the people will be 
without seed, and the reports of their 
inspectors have led them to form an 
opposite conclusion. 


Myshall Sanatorium for Consumptives. 


Mr. A. ROCHE (Cork): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that the 
corporation of Cork have, by a unanimous 
vote, decided to oppose the establishment 
of a sanatorium for consumptives? at 
Myshall owing to the proximity of the 
proposed site to the Dripsey River and 
the consequent possibility of pollution 
of the water supply to the city of Cork ; 
and that at a recent Local Government 
inquiry the military public health officer 
for Cork district gave evidence against 
the site, on the ground of the possibility 
of such pollution; and whether under 
these circumstances it is intended to 
proceed further with the scheme. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell). The Local 
Government Board have not yet received 
their inspector’s Report in this matter. 
The Board will, before arriving at a 
decision, give full consideration to the 
evidence received at the inquiry and to 
the opinion of the local authorities. 


Volunteer Adjutants. 

CotoneL LONG ~~ (Worcestershire, 
Evesham): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War are adjutants of Volunteers, 
whose terms of service as adjutants expire 
during this or the next two months, to 
vacate their appointments and be re- 
placed or to continue pending the intro- 
duction of the new system proposed. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
For the present there will be no change 
in existing arrangements, and the ap- 
pointments to adjutancies in Volunteer 
corps will proceed in the usual manner. 
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Wesleyan Church at Aldershot. 

Mr. E. H. LAMB (Rochester) : To ask 
the Secretary of State for War whether 
substantial ground rents are charged by 
the War Office, under Treasury direction, 
for War Department sites at Aldershot, 
allotted for the purposes of soldiers’ 
homes and church premises to Wesleyans 
who provide these homes at their own 
expense and then throw them open to 
all denominations; and whether rents 
are charged for similar sites for premises 
used by the Established Church. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
By Treasury direction any denomination 
requiring War Department land for the 
erection of institutions of the character 
referred to in the Question is required 
to pay the ordinary ground rent as 


appraised by the War Department 
valuer. However, a grant in aid of the 


rent may be made with Treasury sanction 
to these institutions, if exceptional 
reasons can be shown, but each case is 
considered on its merits. 


Common Rights over Eltham Common. 

Lorp BALCARRES — (Lancashire, 
Chorley): To ask the Secretary of State 
for War under what Act the War Office 
acquired or extinguished the common 
rights over Eltham Common. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
There is no such Act. I am, however, 
advised that all rights of common over 
Eltham Common long since ceased. 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 


Admiralty Contracts and the Fair Wages 
ause. 

Mr. HUDSON (Newcastle-on-Tyne) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Admir- 
alty whether, in the contracts given to 
the Elswick firm, Newcastle-on-Tyne, the 
fair wages clause is made a condition of 
the work ; and can he say whether such 
conditions are being observed in_ the 
building of His Majesty’s Ship “ Lord 
Nelson,” now in course of construction 
by this firm at Jarrow. 


*THE SECRETARY To THE ADMIRE- 
ALTY (Mr. Epsmunp  RoBertsey, 











— a a 


CB we oe erie lS 








a0 


er 


1e.) 
ion 
the 
ter 
red. 


ent 
the 
i0n 
mal 
2 is 


ire, 
tate 
fice 
non 


me.) 
ver, 
over 


ages 


ne): 
[mir- 
n to 
, the 
n of 
such 

the 
Lord 


etion 


MIR- 


[SON, 

















961 Questions. {7 


Dundee): The “Lord Nelson” is being 
built at Jarrow by Palmer’s Shipbuilding 
Company, and Messrs. Armstrong, Whit- 
worth & Company only hold the contract 
for the erection of the gun mountings of 
the ship. The contracts of both firms 
contain the fair wages clause, and the 
Admiralty have received no previous 
complaint of its intringement. If the 
hon. Member can give me any specific 
information on this point, I will have 
immediate inquiry made. 


Mr. THORNE (West Ham, 8.) : Is it 
not the duty of the officials who inspect 
the construction of these war vessels to 
see that the wages clause is carried out ! 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON asked 
for notice of that Question. 


Boys in the Home Fleet. 


Mr. HUNT (Shropshire, Ludlow) : I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Admir- 
alty if it is intended that the boys to be 
trained in the Home Fleet should form 
an integral part of the full complement 
of the Nore Squadron; and, if so, in 
what sense can that squadron be said to 
be fully manned. 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : I can 
only repeat what I have already said in a | 
printed reply to a Question asked by the | 
hon. Member for King’s Lynn on 21st | 
February,7 that it has always been the | 
practice of the Admiralty to treat details | 
of complement as confidential. 


Mr. HUNT: Are the boys rated as 
supernumeraries ? 


{No Answer was returned. ] 


The Opium Traffic. 


Mr. SMEATON (Stirlingshire) : I beg 
toask the Prime Minister whether, seeing 
that crime in Burma has increased during 
the past twenty-five years with the grow- 
ing consumption of opium, that the | 
Report just issued shows how far opium 
is a predisposing cause of the crimes | 
committed by Chinese in the Transvaal, | 
and that the opium habit is being fostered | 
among the Kattirs, he will take into con- 
sideration the urgency of the steady 
suppression of the opium traffic in and | 





+ See (4) | Debates, © olxix., 1014. 
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from India, which is the principal source 
of supply. 


Questions. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE For 
INDIA (Mr. Moruey, Montrose Burghs) : 
I am not sure that crime has increased in 
Burma owing to the greater prevalence of 
the opium habit. — The percentage of 
opium consumers to the total jail popula- 
tion of Burma is less than it was in the 
past. The subject, my hon. friend may 
be certain, is receiving the closest 
attention of His Majesty’s Government 
from every point of view. 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Slea- 
ford): Is it not the fact that the Indian 
Government opened shops in Burma for 
the sale of opium, and thus encouraged 


| the consumption of it ? 


Mr. MORLEY asked for notice of that 
Question. 


Afghan Amir's Visit to: India. 

Mr. ELLIS (Nottinghamshire, Rush- 
cliffe): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for India whether, during the 
recent visit of the Amir of Afghanistan 
to India, there has been any exchange of 
political views with him. 


Mr. MORLEY: No. There was no 
exchange of political or military views ; 
no proposals of a political character were 
made on either side, nor was any modifi- 
cation whatever suggested or discussed of 
the relations between Great Britain and 
Afghanistan as establisked by the treaty 
signed at Kabul, on 20th March, 1905. 


*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) 
asked if the Governor-General in Council 
had been congratulated on the successful 
result and tactful treatment of this visit. 


Mr. MORLEY : I have no information 
on that subject. 


Import Duties on Indian Goods. 


Mr. REMNANT (Finsbury, Hoxton) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
India what is the present approximate 
average rate of duty levied on all goods 
imported from India into each of the 
following countries; United Kingdom, 
United States, Germany, France, Italy, 
and Austria-Hungary. 

2L2 
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Mr. MORLEY: In order to comply 
with the hon. Member’s request I pro- 
pose to ask the Government of India to 
revise the table appended to their Fiscal 
despatch of 22nd October 1903, which 
gave the desired information on the basis 
of the import duties in force in the several 
countries at that date. I shall be happy 


to lay the revised table when I receive | 


it. 


Northern Nigeria Land Tax. 


Mr. WEDGWOOD (Newecastle-under- 
Lyme: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
what total amount of land tax was raised 
in Northern Nigeria in the last financial 
year; on what basis of assessment this 
land tax is raised; whether white 
planters, as well as natives, are assessed 
to this tax; and over what parts of 
Northern Nigeria this tax is imposed. 


THE UNDER-SECRETARY — or 
STATE For THE COLONIES (Mr. 
CHURCHILL, Manchester, S.W.): The 
revenue from this tax in 1905-6 amounted 
to £34,000. For full information as to 
the assessment and incidence of the tax, 
I must refer the hon. Member to the 
“Memorandum on the Taxation of 


Natives in Northern Nigeria” by Sir | 


Frederick Lugard, which has been laid 
before the House, and of which copies 
will be available for distribution in a few 
days. 


Trinidad Customs: Tariff. 


Mr. SUMMERBELL (Sunderland) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies if the Government 
of Trinidad have appointed a Commission 
to revise the local Customs tariff; that 
the sittings of such Commission are all 
being held in private; and that not a 
single representative of the working 
class has been appointed a Member of 
the said Commission; and, if so, and 
considering the importance of the 
question to the labouring classes, he can 
see his way to the appointment of a 
representative of labour on the Com- 
mission. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State is not yet in possession of any 
information with regard to the Commis- 
sion in question beyond that which has 
appeared in the local Press. When a 
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' Report is received the point raised by the 
‘hon. Member will be considered. 


Foreign Concessions in Persia. 

Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether his attention has 
been called to the notification, in the 
Persian newspaper recording the pro- 
ceedings of the new Persian Assembly, 
of the appointment by that body of a 
Commission to inquire into the con- 
cessions granted to British and other 
Foreign subjects within the Persian 
dominions ; whether he has received any 
Reports on this subject from His 
Majesty’s Legation at Teheran ; and, if 
/so, whether he can lay any such Keports 
upon the Table. 


Tue SECRETARY or STATE For 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
Grey, Northumberland, Berwick): The 
latest information which has _ reached 
His Majesty’s Government on this subject 
is contained in a telegram from His 
Majesty’s Minister at Teheran, dated Ist 
March, and is to the effect that the 
matter, which has been the object of 
interpellations in the Persian Assembly, 
has now been dropped. It appears 
‘unnecessary to lay Papers, and unless 
the matter is revived there will hardly 
be any Papers on the subject in general. 


Execution of a British Subject at 
Warsaw. 

Major ANSTRUTHER-GRAY (St. 
Andrews Burghs): I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs if the official Report of the trial 
and execution of the British subject, 
A. J. Tingle, for robbing a tram con- 
ductor at Warsaw has been received ; 
and, if not, will he ask for it. 


Sin EDWARD GREY: Reports have 
now been received from His Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Warsaw to the effect 
that, on 4th February last, a gang of 
young men, armed with revolvers, 
attacked and robbed a tramway con- 
ductor in that town. The gang then fled 
and one of them, who was immediately 
arrested with the conductor’s money-bag 
in his possession, proved to be Adolphus 
Joseph Tingle, aged twenty-one, a lock- 
smith by profession, and a British sub- 
ject. On 18th February the Consul- 
'General wrote to the chief of police 
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asking to be supplied with the formal 
accusation against Tingle, and on the 
20th February renewed his request 
verbally. On 23rd February it was 
announced in the Press that Tingle had 
been tried by a field court-martial the 
day before, but that the finding and 
sentence had not been made _ public. 
On seeing this announcement, Captain 
Murray at once went to see the Military 
(sovernor-General, and was informed that 
there was no doubt of Tingle’s guilt, but 
that the sentence passed on him had not 
yet been confirmed. Captain Murray, 
understanding that a sentence of death 
was inevitable, as usual in such cases, 
asked whether, as Tingle was a British 
subject, this could not be commuted to 
banishment or some lighter punishment, 
but was informed that his crime was too 
grave for this. On 24th February, 
Captain Murray received from the 
Military Governor-General an_ official 
communication containing a formal noti- 
fication of the accusation brought against 
Tingle, his trial and the sentence passed 
upon him, and stating that he had 
been executed that morning at 1.15 a.m, 
The Report I have received is to the 
effect that Tingle’s guilt was clear ; he 
was duly tried by the Court appointed 
for such offenders and the sentence passed 
on him was in accordance with the law at 
present in force in Russian Poland, which is 
invariably carried out in such cases. | 
consider that His . Majesty’s Consul- 
General did all that was proper and 
possible in the circumstances. 


Lord BALCARRES (Lancashire, 
Chorley) asked whether this man was 
represented by counsel at the trial. 


Sir EDWARD GREY : I cannot say. 
The trial was by court-martial. There is 
no doubt alout his guilt, because he was 
caught in the act. The district is under 
martial law, and the treatment he re- 
ceived was that which would have been 
meted out to any one else. 


Lorp BALCARRES : When a British 
subject is executed for robbing a tram 
conductor does the British Government 
make no protest whatever 4 


Sir EDWARD GREY: Yes, Sir. 
The Consul-General took action im- 
mediately, and asked whether, as a 
British subject, this man’s sentence could 
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not be commuted. He was informed 
that the crime was too grave, and that if 
it had been committed by a Russian 
subject sentence would have been carried 
out in exactly the same way. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.): 
Will Papers be laid on the Table ? 


Sr EDWARD GREY: There is no 
occasion for that. I have given all the 
information we have. As I have said, 
crimes of a serious character in the 
district have been rife, and the district 
was under martial law. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT: Will the right 
hon. Gentleman inquire whether this man 
was represented by counsel ? 


Sm EDWARD GREY: There is no 
doubt about his guilt, and I think it is 
quite unnecessary to make any inquiries. 


Turkish Customs. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether, if the British Government give 
their assent to the increase in the Turkish 
Customs dues on certain conditions, the 
British Government will reserve the right 
of withdrawing its consent at any time if 
the Porte fails to observe any of these 
conditions ; whether this withdrawal of 
consent, after the Customs dues have 
once been raised, will involve the restora- 
tion of these dues to their present rate ; 
and, if so, how can this be managed. 


I beg also to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether he can 
state the conditions which His Majesty’s 
Government now insist on before they 
will sanction the increase in the Turkish 
Customs Tariff, and what the security 
will be for the carrying out of these 
conditions. 


Sin EDWARD GREY: The matter 
is still under negotiation with the 
Turkish Government ; when it is settled 
I propose to lay Papers which will ex- 
plain all the conditions fully, and any 
partial statement on one or two points 
made now is bound to be more or less 
misleading. 


Mr. WEDGWOOD: Are we to under 
stand that we shall know these conditions 
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before the arrangement is completed, 
or only afterwards ! 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The condi- 
tions will be published after the arrange- 
ment is complete. 


*Mr. REES: Do the conditions include 
any regarding the Bagdad Railway ? 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The ques- 
tion of the Bagdad Railway cannot form 
part of the conditions of this arrangement, 
which is drawn up in consultation with 
the Powers concerned. 


Moslem Pilgrims to Mecca. 

Dr. RUTHERFORD (Middlesex, 
Brentford): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs whether the 
important sanitary and other improve- 
ments in the arrangements at Suez 
for the Moslem pilgrims on their way 
to and from Mecca, suggested by the 
director of the Suez Hospital in his 
Report for 1904-5, page 81, have yet 
been complied with by the Egyptian 
Government ; and, if not whether steps 
are being taken to comply with them. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I have not 
seen the Report, but I will inquire 
about it and as to the progress made 
with any recommendations contained in it. 


Soudan Civil CourtjJudgesaip. 

Dr. RUTHERFORD: I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether he will say what forensic ex- 
perience Mr. George W. Williamson, who | 





was appointed a Judge of Civil Courts in | 
the Soudan in May, 1906, had. 


Sir EDWARD GREY : I donot know 
about the appointment in question ; if it 
has been made I have no reason to 
suppose that the person selected was not 
qualified for his duties, or that there is 
any necessity to make an inquiry about 
1b. 


Suez Canal Regulations. 

Dr. RUTHERFORD: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether, seeing that, apart from the 
£34,000,000 of the share capital of the 
Suez Canal Company owned by His 
Majesty’s Government, there are three 
British directors representing His 
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Majesty’s Government and seven British 
directors representing British shipping 
interests on the Board, as well as in view 
of the probable adhesion of the Govern- 
ment of the French Republic, in which 
the bulk of the Company’s share capital 
is owned, His Majesty’s Government will 
endeavour to introduce regulations for the 
purpose of minimising the danger to the 
canal, to shipping, and to the lives of 
passengers from carrying explosives 
through the canal. 


Sir EDWARD GREY : [have nothing 
to add to the reply which I made to the 
hon. Member on the 22nd of November 
last ;f it is obvious that it is to the interest 
of the Company to take proper precautions 
and that they are in the best position to 
judge what precautions are necessary. 


The Egyptian Assembly. 

Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether his attention has been 
directed tothe Resolutions passed by the 
Egyptian Assembly ; and what action the 
British Government propose to adopt in 
view of them. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I have seen 
some of the Resolutions in question. No 
action on the part of His Majesty's 
Government appears to be called for. 


Ambassadorial Salaries and Allowances. 

Mr. GOOCH (Bath) ae | beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether any allowances, apart from the 
use of a residence, are paid to His 


| Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, in addi- 


tion to his salary of £9,000 ; if so, what 
his total salary amounts to; and whether 
similar allowances are made in the case of 
Washington. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.) : Is 
the right hon. Gentleman aware that 
the hon. Gentleman putting the question 
was Mr. Bryce’s Parliamentary Secretary, 
and that he is actuated by motives of 
loyalty to a departed chief ! 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 
has no right to impute motives. 


Sir EDWARD GREY : Certain allow- 
ances are assigned both to Paris and to 
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Washington, but in the latter case they | 
are of smaller amount. The total salary | 
at Paris, including allowances and deduct- 
ing income-tax, amounts to £10,021 a 
year ; the total at Washington, similarly | 
calculated, will be £9,900. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT: Is our Ambas- 
sador at Washington the only one to. 
whom an increase of salary has lately 
peen granted ? 


Sir EDWARD GREY: _ Increases 
have been granted recently, and are from | 
time to time granted when circumstances | 
require it. I would suggest to the hon. 
Member that there will be ample oppor- | 
tunity for criticism on the Diplomatic 
Vote when there will be full information 
before the House. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.): What a pity that the hon. Member 
for North Down was not made an 
Ambassador. j 


Macedonian Financial Reforms. 

Mr. GOOCH: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs what 
steps the Powers are taking to maintain 
the view of the Macedonian Financial 
Commission as against Hilmi Pasha, that 
the disposal of the recettes spcciales lies 
within their province, and that the sums 
nominally devoted to agricultural banks 
shall be entered on the Budget submitted 
to them. 


Sirk EDWARD GREY: The members 
of the Financial Commission are en- 
deavouring to obtain the right to supervise 
the expenditure in Part IL. of the Budget, 
which part includes the items of revenue 
mentioned by the hon. Member, and the 
matter is being referred to the Sublime 
Porte. As regards the sums levied in 
the three vilayets for the agricultural 
banks, an undertaking has been given 
by the Inspector-General that they would 
in future be employed exclusively in the 
three vilayets, and that two-thirds of the 
net profits of their operations would be 
devoted to the encouragement of agri- 
culture. 


Turkish Customs Duties Increase. 

Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether he is in a 


position to announce a settlement of the ! 
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Question of the increase in the Turkish 
customs duties. 


Sr EDWARD GREY: The Answer 


is in the negative. 


Merstham Tunnel Assault. 

Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth): I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department if his attention has 
heen called to the recent alleged assault 
in the Merstham Tunnel, and to the fact 
that the alleged assailant was allowed to 
depart on giving his name and address, 
which afterwards turned out to be false ; 
and whether he will consider the ad- 
visability of issuing recommendations, 
through the chief constables, that in all 
serious charges the person accused should 
not be allowed to go until the name and 
address he may have given have been 
verified. 


THe SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. 
GLADSTONE, Leeds, W.): On making 
inquiry I am informed that the alleged 
offender in the case mentioned gave a 
wrong name and address to a railway 
official at Redhill, but, as doubts were 
entertained, he was followed by an 
inspector of the South Eastern Railway 
to Three Bridges, where his identity was 
ascertained. The police were not con- 
cerned in the matter at that time. 


Bradford Half-Timers. 

Mr. JOWETT (Bradford, W.): I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department if he is aware that, 
notwithstanding the raising of the age 
at which children can be employed as 
half timers from eleven to tweive years 
in January, 1902, the number of_half- 
timers in the city of Bradford has 
increased from 2,998 in October, 1902, to 
5,050 in October, 1906, whilst the total 
number of children between the ages of 
twelve and fourteen now in attendance at 
the Bradford schools is only 10,591 ; and 
whether the circumstances of Bradford, 
in having nearly one-half of the children 
who are eligible employed at an average 
rate of wages of ld. per hour, or there- 
abouts, are similar to those obtaining in 
other towns ; and, if so, whether he will 
have inquiries made into the cause 
thereof, with a view to the introduction 
of measures at an early date to deal with 
the question. 
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Mr. GLADSTONE: I understand 
that the number of half-time scholars has 
increased 
indicated in the question. 
tion of the subject of child employment 
in the Bradford mills was made by the 


Questions. 


lady inspectors’ branch in 1905, the | 


results of which are summarised on pages 


315-6 of the last Annual Report of | 
the chief inspector of factories—and it | 


appears from this Report, and from such 
further inquiries as I have been able to 
make since my hon. friend put his 
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|the Street Betting Act against such 
| persons. 


Questions. 


at Bradford to the extent | 
An investiga- | 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Penal statutes 
| have to be construed strictly, and though 
\the transactions referred to by the hon. 
Member may sometimes partake of a 
gambling character, they do not appear 
to come within the Act, which is aimed at 
persons loitering in a street “for the 
purpose of bookmaking or betting or 
wagering or agreeing to bet or wager or 
| or paying receiving or settling bets.” 


Question down, that while the age for | 


partial exemption has been raised, as 


stated, from eleven to twelve, the age for | 


attendance at school has also been raised 


at Bradford from thirteen to fourteen, | 


and the condition of obtaining total 
exemption made more difficult—children 
being required to pass the seventh 
standard, and not being able now to 


qualify by attendances alone ; that this | 


has resulted in children, who would 
previously have become full-timers before 
fourteen, continuing as balf-timers; and, 
in consequence, the number of children 
employed half time has increased, with a 
corresponding diminution in the number 
of children employed full time. This 
appears to be borne out by the fact that 
the number of examinations by certifying 
surgeons of children for full time employ- 
ment has fallen in the Bradford district 
from 3,752 in 1902 to 754 in 1906. It 
appears from the last report of the Board 
of Education that considerable increases 
in the number of halftime scholars 
have taken place in other towns as well ; 
for example, Sheftield, Burnley, and Black- 
pool. If the explanation which I have 
given is correct, the change is from more 
to less severe conditions of employment ; 
but the whole question shall have my 
careful consideration. 


Throgmorton Street. 


Mr. BOTTOMLEY (Hackney, 8.) : I 
' beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether he is aware 
that a number of Stock Exchange 
operators are in the habit of congregating 
daily in Throgmorton Street for the 
purpose of indulging in speculation in 
stocks and shares, options, the rise and 
fall of Government and other securities, 
and other transactions of a gambling and 
waging character; and whether he will 
take steps to enforce the provisions of 


Mr. BOTTOMLEY asked whether 
the right hon. Gentleman did not con- 
sider that dealing in options only was 
wagering under the terms of the section, 


-Mr. GLADSTONE: I would suggest 
that my hon. friend should himself set 
the law in motion. 


Mr. BOTTOMLEY: May I have the 
services of the learned Attorney-General 


_and Solicitor-General ? 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): Is 
Throgmorton Street a “place’’ within 
the meaning of the Act ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: That is not for 
me to decide. 


The Edalji Case. 
Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department when it is 
intended to appoint the Committee on 
the Edalji case ; and what will be the 
constitution of the Committee. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: At present I have 
nothing to add to the statement which 
appeared in the Press last Saturday. The 
names are the right hon. Sir Arthur 
Wilson, the right hon. J. L. Wharton, 
and Sir Albert de Rutzen, the Chief 
Magistrate of the Metropolitan Police 
Courts. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER: When are 
the sittings likely to commence ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I believe they 
have commenced. 
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Questions. 


Workmen's Compensation Case at 
Sunderland. 


Mr. SUMMERBELL: I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department if his attention has been 
called to the case of aman named George 
Callan, of Sunderland, who was injured 
on 31st October, 1905, in the shipyard of 
Messrs. Blumer and Co., and who was 
paid, for about a year, 9s. 24d. per week 
under the Compensation Act ; whether 
he is aware that an application was then 
made to the County Court Judge by the 
employers to have the case reviewed with 
aview to a final settlement, the Judge 
ultimately reducing the allowance to 6s. 
per week, awarding costs against the 
injured man amounting to some £22, 
and permitting the 6s. per week to be 
kept off the man till the costs were paid, 
thus depriving him of any income for 
some eighteen months, leaving him to 
provide as best he could for his wife and 
three children and his wife’s mother : and 
if he is prepared to introduce legislation 
with a view to preventing costs being 
awarded on such a large scale in the 
future, or deducted in the manner 
indicated. 
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Mr.GLADSTONE: My attention had 
not previously been called to this case, 
but | have made inquiries of the County 
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Court Judge who tried it. The Judge was | 
mable at such short notice to give me | 


full particulars of the case by referring to 
the Court records; but he informs me 
that the case was a long one, with no 
less than seven medical witnesses ; that 
he came to the conclusion that the man 
had recovered from all direct effects of 
the accidents, and that his present condi- 
tion could only be attributed remotely, 
and in a very slight degree, to the acci- 
dent, if at all; that the man was, and had 
been for some time, able to do light 
work ; and that, having regard to the 
circumstances of the case, it would not be 
just to refuse to allow the employers 
their costs, or to let the costs be taken 
into account with the compensation. I 
am afraid 1 cannot make any promise of 
legislation. 


Mr. SUMMERBELL : If the man had 
really recovered why was he awarded 6s. 
per week ? 








974 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I suppose because 
he was fit only for light work. 


Questions. 


Prosecution of Croydon Anti- 
Vaccinationists. 


I beg to ask the 
for the Home 


Mr. LUPTON: 
Secretary of State 
Department if he is aware that in 
Croydon 138 summonses have been 
taken out against anti -vaccinators ; 
that the vaccination officer has promised 
to take out in all 1,000 summonses ; and 
that fifty distress warrants are now being 
executed by the police; and if he will 
intervene to stop this prosecution of 
antivaccinators by legislative action or 
otherwise. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I understand the 
facts are as stated. The police are bound 
by law to carry out the orders of the 
justices, and so long as the law remains 
as it is, it would not be proper for me, 
even if I had the power, to intervene for 
the purpose of preventing its being 
enforced. 


Mr. LUPTON : Are these prosecutions. 
being instituted in such large numbers 
merely in order to ruin the local anti- 
Vaccination League ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I have no infor- 
mation on that subject. 


Inquiry into International Competition. 

Mr. SHACKLETON (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
he is aware of the*inquiries undertaken 
by the Governments of Belgium, France, 
and Austria with regard to the extent to 
which their Home industries enter into 
the field of international competition ; 
and whether he can see his way to insti- 
tute such an official inquiry in this 
country. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I am aware that 
this matter formed the subject of a Reso- 
lution at the International Conference on 
Labour Legislation which was held at 
Geneva last September, but I have not 
been approached on the subject. I will 
inquire through the Foreign Office what 
steps are being taken by the States 
mentioned, and when I have obtained the 
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information I will communicate with the | 


hon. Member. 


Water Gas. 


Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER  (Liver- 
pool, Everton) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department 
whether he intends to carry into effect 
the recommendations of the Departmental 
Committee to control the supply of 


purposes which does 
distinct and pungent smell. 


THe PRESIDENT oF tHe BOARD oF | 
/in 1902, £346, 677 


TRADE (Mr. Litoyp-GrorGe, Carnarvon 
Boroughs): It is presumed that the 
question of the hon. Member refers to 


the Departmental Committee appointed | i 
by the Home Office in 1898 to inquire | 


into the manufacture and use of water 
gas and other gases containing a large 
proportion of carbonic oxide. It is not 
my intention, as at present advised, to 
introduce a Bill on this subject. I may 
add that the Board of Trade are not 
aware that any gas which does not 
possess a distinct and pungent smell is 
used for heating and lighting purposes, 
and all the gas used for these } purposes in 
the United Kingdom, whether coal gas 
alone or in admixture with water gas, 1s 
more or less poisonous. 


North-Eastern Railway—Broadwood 
Junction Signals. 


Mr. HUDSON (Newcastle on-Tyne) : | 


I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade if he can say whether an in- 


specting officer of his Department has | 


inspected the electric locking-bar in use at 
Broadwood Junction, North-Eastern Rail- 


way ; whether it was passed as a satisfac- 
tory part of the interlocking of signals and 
points to ensure safety for passenger 
trains crossing other traffic at this place ; 
whether the number of failures of this 
electric bar to act have been reported ; 
and whether the signalmen are supplied 
with a key to disconnect the locking of 
this bar when they desire. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE : 
inquiry into this matter and will inform 
the hon. Member of the result. 


’ 
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poisonous gas for heating and lighting (2 102,350 


not possess a 
P | issued by the Board of Trade, the exports 


/received into those 
I am making | 
| London to seek work and join the ranks 
‘of the unemployed. 


Questions. 976 
German Imports of Agricultural 
Machinery. 


Mr. REMNANT (Finsbury, Holborn) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade whether his attention has been 
called to the fact that, according to the 
official German Returns, the imports of 


agricultural machinery into Germany 


from the United Kingdom amounted to 
£124,500 in 1902, £100, 500 in 1903, 
in 1904, and £121,600 in 
1905, whereas, according to the Returns 


of agricultural machinery (both steam 
and non-steam) from the angi King- 
dom to Germany gr ge to £280,811 
in 1903, cineaes in 
1904, and £562,687 in 1905; and 
whether he can explain the discrepancy 
in the magnitude and movement shown 
by these two sets of figures. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: The figures 
are correctly quoted from the Returns by 
the hon. Member. The discrepancy to 


'which he draws attention is possibly 


attributabe to the fact that exports to 
the free port of Hamburg for eventual 
distribution to other parts of the world 
may have been declared as exports to 
Germany, while they would not figure in 
the Imperial German statistics of imports. 


Hollesley Bay Colony. 

Mr. FELL: 1 beg to ask the President 
of the Local Government Board whether 
any communications have been made to 
his Department or the Central Unem- 
ployed Committee by farmers or market 
gardeners in Suffolk or Essex, complain- 
ing of loss sustained by them owing to 
unfair competition by the produce of the 
farm at Hollesley Bay, which is subsi- 
dised by the Government to the extent 
of about £20,000 a year. 


I beg also to ask the President of the 
Local Government Board, if be will make 
arrangements that all farm labourers 
thrown out of work by the competition 
of the unemployed farm colonies shall be 
Colonies and saved 
from the necessity of coming up to 
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THe PRESIDENT or THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. JOHN 
BuRNS, Battersea): Perhaps I may be 
allowed to answer together these two 
Questions. [am informed that the Central 
(Unemployed) Body have not received 
any Official complaint on the subjects 
referred to in these Questions, nor have 
the Local Government Board. § 
hon. Members however, have drawn my 
attention to complaints of the kind 
which have been made to them, and I 
have also seen complaints in the news- 
papers relative to this matter. 
which I think deserves the serious con- 
sideration of the Central Body. 


Mr. EVERETT (Suffolk, Wood- 
bridge): Is the produce of this Colony 
sold in the neighbourhood or elsewhere ? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: Until recently 
it was sold in the neighbourhood but now 
it is sent elsewhere. 


Mr. FELL: I beg to ask the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board if 
the experiment of growing beet for sugar 
at the Hollesley Bay colony was success- 
ful; and if he will consider the question 
of setting the unemployed to grow beet 
for sugar making on acommercial scale, as 
this will not compete with or damage any 
other English industry, and will employ 
a large number of hands; and whether 
he can see his way out of the grant for 
the unemployed to establish a factory for 
the manufacture of sugar, which will give 
further employment. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: The only in- 
formation I have on this subject is to the 
effect that the production of beet for sugar 
at the Farm Colony during the past year 
was 11 fons 2 cwt. per acre, with a percent- 
age of sugar of 17°07. It rests with the 
Local Bodies under the Unemployed | 
Workmen Act to propose schemes for 
temporary employment of the unem- 
ployed, but I may say that I should not | 
regard with favour a proposal that a 
factory of the kind suggested should be | 
established out of the Grant. 


Mr AUSTEN TAYLOR (Liverpool, 
East Toxteth): Can the right hon. 
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Some : 


It is one | 
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Gentleman state the percentage of sugar 
in this beet ? 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: No Sir, but I 
am making inquiries and will communi- 
cate the result to the hon. Member. 


Westminster County Council Election. 


Sir ROBERT HOBART (Hampshire, 
New Forest); I beg to ask the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board 
whether his attention has been called to 
the action of the town clerk of West- 
minster, who, as deputy returning officer 
for the Westminster division, on 2nd 
March, on the occasion of the London 
County Council election, prevented the 
personation agents of some of the candi- 
dates from being present to detect plural 
voting and otherwise performing their 
duties that the Act authorises; and 
further, whether, in view of the action 
of the said town clerk, he will secure the 
appointment as returning officer in this 
division at future elections of some other 
person who will carry out the Act 
without bias. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: My attention 
has been called to this matter. I find 
that the town clerk is instituting proceed- 
ings for libel in connection with allega- 
tions to the effect stated in the Question, 
and that in these circumstances he thinks 
it better not to make any statement on 
the subject at the present time. The 
appointment of deputy returning officer 
rests with the returning officer. The 
Clerk of the County Council acted as 
returning officer at the recent election, 
and he has expressed to me his personal 
regret that difficulties of the kind in- 
dicated in the Question should have 
arisen. 


Roydon Sewage Disposal Works. 
Mr. NIELD: I beg to ask the Presi- 


‘dent of the Local Government Board 


whether he has received the Report of 


' the Board’s inspector, Mr. H. R. Bicknell, 


of a local inquiry held by him at Roydon 
on the 12th February last with regard to 
proposed sewage disposal works at 
Roydon ; and whether the Board, in the 
interests of public health, are prepared 
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to sanction a scheme which authorises 
the discharge into the river Stort, the 
water of which is the partial source of 
the supply of drinking water for London, 
oi the unpurified effluent of such proposed 
works in excess of six times the dry-| 
weather flow of the sewage of such | Paupers’ Diet. 
ne. | Mr. JOWETT (Bradford, W.): I 
| beg to ask the President of the Local 
Mr. JOHN BURNS: I have received | Government Board whether he has 
the Report referred to. The inquiry|read the observations contained in 
related primarily to a proposal to acquire | the Report of Mr. P. A. Bagenal, 
land compulsorily for the disposal of the |one of the Board’s inspectors, on the 
sewage of Roydon. Some negotiations | scale and standard of food in the 
are, however, going on as to the acquisi- workhouses, which he thinks is too high, 
tion of another site by agreement, and I | in the course of which he stated, on the 
am not at present in a position to come | authority of some alleged scientific 
to a decision in regard to the scheme. discoveries, that the body adapts itself 
rapidly to any change of diet, and advises 
that careful attention to that fact should 
Hartley Wintney Schools. | be given when paupers are being fed at 
Sir A. SPICER (Hackney, Central) : 1 | the public expense ; whether it is the 
beg to ask the President of the Local ; intention of the Board to act on the 
Government Board if he will State the | scientific discoveries mentioned by Mr. 
number of outbreaks of infectious disease | Bagenal and experiment upon paupers in 
which have occurred at the Hartley | the matter of food ; and, having regard 
Wintney district schools during the last | to Mr. Bagenal’s further observation to 
six years, with the dates of such out- | the effect that cheap food in the shape of 
breaks and the number of children | stale cheese, bread bits, bacon and liver 
affected in each instance. | bits, and bones from the butchers’ shops 
| are available for human food in all large 


. oe i | towns, will he say whether these inquiries 
Mr. JOHN BURNS: There have | were made with his sanction. 


been 186 cases of scarlet fever, diph- 
theria, pseudo-diphtheria and measles in 
the schools during the last six years. | Mr. JOHN BURNS: I have seen the 
None of the cases were fatal. I will send | observations in Mr. Bagenal’s Report. 
my hon. friend a statement as to the | The Local Government Board have no 
dates of the outbreaks and the number of | intention to experiment upon paupers In 
children affected in each instance. | the matter of food. No sanction on the 

| part of the Board was given to his mak- 


e le , . *“ - — ° h 
Unemployed Women in West Ham. | ing the inquiries referred to in the 


ee uestion, nor was any such sanction 
Mr. THORNE (W est Ham, 8.) : I beg | std He acted in the matter in 
to ask the President of the Local the exercise of his own discretion, 
Government Board whether his Board | 
still adheres to the terms of the letter 
addressed to the West Ham Distress 
Committee on the 30th November 1906, 
in which it is stated that the President ’ a 
did not see his way to make a payment Mr. JOHN BURNS: I have read 
out of the Parliamentary grant for the | the Report. It hardly bears the inter- 
assistance of unemployed women in West | Pretation the hon. Member puts upon It. 
Ham, that the circumstances under | : 
which a grant for this purpose was made | New Zealand Mails. 
to the Central Unemployed Body for| *Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth) : I beg 
London were of an exceptional character, | to ask the Postmaster-General if he can 


and that it is not proposed to make 
payments fora similar purpose elsewhere. 





Mr. JOHN BURNS: Yes, Sir. 








| Mr.JOWETT: Dothe Board approve 
| the recommendations made in this Report ! 
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state the reason for the suspension of the | 


mail route to New Zealand via San 
Francisco or via Vancouver; what was 
the time occupied on each route ,respec- 
tively ; what is the time by the present 
route via the Suez Canal; and whether 
the present arrangements are only tem- 
porary Or, if not, how long they are 
likely to continue. 


Tat POSTMASTER GENERAL (Mr. 
SypNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Pop- 
lar): The use of the two routes men- 
tioned in the Question has not at present 
been suspended so far as the British Post 
Office is concerned. Correspondence for 
New Zealand is still sent by both these 
routes, but in the case of Vancouver only 
if specially superscribed to that effect. 
The transmission of unsuperscribed cor- 
respondence by the Vancouver route was 
abandoned in 1899, when the packets 
ceased to call at Wellington and the 
route became less advantageous than 
other routes.° The period of transit of 
the mail from London to Auckland via 
San Francisco may be put at thirty days, 
via Suez it is about thirty-nine days, 
and by way of Vancouver the time 
occupied is about seven weeks. I am 
not able to say how long the present 
arrangements wiil continue in force. 


Harrington Postman’s Pension. 

*Mr. BURNYEAT (Whitehaven): I 
beg to ask the Postmaster-General if he 
isaware that William Bryan, late town 
postman at Harrington, has served in 
such capacity for a period of twenty-nine 
years and nine months, but that he is 
now in receipt of a pension calculated on 


] 2 basis of service of eighteen years only ; 


ifhe will state specifically the particular 


| tegulation of the Lords Commissioners 
jof the Treasury which precludes them 
j rom granting Bryan a pension upon the 


basis of his total period of service ; and 


] whether the case of Bryan is unique, or 
jo many employees of the Post Office 


labour under similar disabilities. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: During a 
period of eleven years, before his 
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the delivery of correspondence at Harring- 
ton. Under the Treasury regulations no 
service which has not been paid for 
directly out of moneys provided by 
Parliament is pensionable. There are 
other officers in a position similar to that 
of Bryan ; but the number is not great. 


Questions. 


Mr. FULLERTON: Will the right 
Gentleman consider the possibility of 
making a compassionate allcwance trom 
the Rowland Hill fund ? 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: I have no 
control over that fund, but if the facts 
are laid before me, I will see what can be 


| done. 


appointment to an established situation, | 


Bryan was employed by the local post- 
master and paid by him out of an 


*Mr. BURNYEAT: How many Post 
Office employees labour under a similar 
disability ? 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: I cannot 


say, but it is a very large number. 


Dismissals for Post Office Employment. 


Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) : 
I beg to ask the Postmaster-General, 
whether there is any regulation of the 
Postal Service under which a postal 
servant may be dismissed on the sole 
ground that he resides upon licensed 
premises ; and, if so, can he state the 
grounds upon which this regulation is held 
to be necessary. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: The hon. 
Member probably has in mind a recent 
case at Stockport, in which the Post- 
master, acting under a misapprehension, 
terminated the services of a telegraph 
messenger because his home was on 
licensed premises. The Postmaster has 
been properly instructed and the mes- 
senger will be re-employed. I regret 
that the misunderstanding should have 
occurred. 


Illegal Practices at the County Council 
Election. 

Sir ROBERT HOBART : I beg to ask 
Mr. Attorney-General whether his atten- 
tion has been drawn to or has he received 
any complaints of personation, plural 


allowance he received for providing for | voting, and other illegal practices at the 
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recent London County Council election ; ; 
and whether he will direct inquiries, and | 


if necessary, proceedings to be taken 
against the offenders in such cases to 
bring them to justice. 


THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir 
JOHN WALTON, Leeds, 8.) : Ido not think 
it is any part of my duty to make 
inquiries into this subject. If any reliable 
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Sm JOHN WALTON: § The facts 
are as stated by the hon. Gentleman. 
There is, I think, an anomaly in the ex- 
isting law whereby a statutory limit is 


placed on expenditure during elections, 
/and, as I have said, this and other prin- 


information should come before my hon. | 


friend of the illegal practices to which he 


refers he should communicate with the | 


Public Prosecutor, whose duty it would 


be to take such proceedings as he deems | 
+ > 
| Return 


advisable for bringing the offenders to 
justice. 


Farsley District Councillor’s Grievances. 

Mr. JOWETT: I beg to ask Mr. 
Attorney-General if he is aware that 
Mr. J. Walker of Farsley was asked to 
withdraw from his candidature for the 
district council by his employer, with an 
intimation that his further employment 
might depend on his withdrawal ; and, if 
so, whether he proposes to take any 
action under The Municipal Corrupt and 
Illegal Practices Act, 1884, section 11, 


or any other section of the Act in the | 


case. 


Sir JOHN WALTON: I am 
aware of the incident to which the hon. 
Member refers. 
of the law, information should be fur- 
nished to the Director of Public Prose- 
cutions who will take such steps as he 
thinks necessary to enforce the provisions 
of the Act. 


County Council Election Literature. 

Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY (Paddington, 
N.): I beg to ask Mr. Attorney-General 
whether his attention has been directed to 
the fact that at the recent London County 


not | 


If he alleges a breach | 


ciples of the Corrupt Practices Act need 
our consideration, and I hope before 
long they will receive it. 


Welsh Education Department. 


Mr. WALROND (Devonshire, Tiver- 
ton): I beg to ask the President of the 
Board of Education if he will grant a 
showing the personnel, emolu- 
ments, pensions, and conditions of service 
of the newly formed Welsh Department 
in the Board of Education. 


THE PRESIDENT or THE BOARD or 
EDUCATION (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
mouthshire, N.): The higher staff of the 
Welsh Department will, on its formation, 
consist of six officers on the administra- 
tive side. Their emoluments will be the 
same as those of officers of corresponding 
rank in other departments of the Board, 
with the exception that the Secretary 
will receive £1,200. Their pensions and 
conditions of service are governed by the 
ordinary rules of the Civil Service. 


Custom House Quay Billingsgate. 


Mr. CHARLES WILSON (Hull, W.) : 
I beg to ask Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer if he will permit the fishing 
trade of this country to have the use of 
Custom House, near by, as a convenience 


to the users of Billingsgate, from the | 


hours of 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. daily. 


Tue SECRETARY ‘to THE TREA- 


/SURY (Mr. Runciman, Dewsbury ; for 


Council election in constituencies in eachof | 


which only a few hundred pounds could 
be legally expended on advertising, 


postages, hire of committee rooms, etc., | 


tens of thousands of pounds were used 
by the Moderate Party on coloured 


posters, open-air lecturers and canvassers, | 


250 gramophones with attendants, leaflets, 
etc.; and whether he can see his way 
forthwith to introduce legislation to put 
an immediate end to this evasion of the 
Corrupt Practices Act. 


Mr. AsqQuitH): I assume that my hon. 
friend refers to the space known as the 
Custom House Quay. The suggestion was 
carefully considered by my right hon. 
friend last summer at the instance of the 
City Corporation and other bodies ; but as 
the proposed use of the Quay for fish 


market purposes would interfere with the 


work of the Custom House and also detract 
from the amenities of the area as an open 
space, he did not see his way to comply 


with the request. 
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Li) 
DR 
or 


Clerks to Surveyors of Taxes. 


Mr. O'GRADY (Leeds, E.): I beg to 
ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether his attention has been called 
to the fact that the clerks to surveyors 
of taxes are unestablished officers, and 
to the confidential nature of their work ; 
and whether, with a view of getting the 
status and conditions of their employment 
put upon a basis commensurate with the 
responsibility of their duties, he will con- 
sider the desirability of appointing a 
Select Committee of the House of 
Commons to go into the matter and 
make recommendations thereon. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The matter is 
receiving my careful attention, but I do 
not think there is any necessity for the 
appointment of a Select Committee. 


National Physical Laboratory at Bushy. 
Sir W. EVANS GORDON (Tower 
Hamlets, Stepney): I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury whether he 
is aware that discontent has been publicly 
expressed with the policy of the Executive 
Committee of the National Physical 
Laboratory, Bushy; that the National 
Physical Laboratory contemplates under- 
taking routine commercial testing, in 
spite of the fact that all the witnesses 
examined by the Treasury Committee 
of 1897 were, without exception, agreed 
that no such work should be done by 
the laboratory ; and whether steps will 
be taken to prevent an institution, sub- 
sidised by the Government, entering into 
competition with private testing firms. 


I beg also to ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury whether he is aware that the 
National Physical Laboratory, Bushy, 
was brought into existence for the ex- 
press purpose of carrying on research 
work for the good of the community ; 
whether the laboratory, which enjoys 
asubsidy from the Government, is being 
used for routine commercial testing ; and, 
if so, will he say what steps are taken 
to prevent the undertaking of such work, 
curtailing the quantity and usefulness of 
the research work and defeating the 
object for which the laboratory was 
brought into existence, 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The reply to 
both the Questions of the hon. Member 
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is that a Committee is now considering 
the points which he raises, and that I am 
unable to make any statement in respect 
of them pending its report. 


Questions. 


Sir W. EVANS GORDON: Is the 
hon. Gentleman satisfied that the outside 
persons referred to in the Question are 
adequately represented on the Com- 
mittee ? 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: My Answer to the 
next Question deals with that point. 


Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing): I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether he is aware that of the five 
members of a Treasury Committee 
recently appointed to inquire into the 
administration and conduct of the 
National Physical Laboratory, two of 
those Members are also members of the 
Executive Committee of the National 
Physical Laboratory whose policy is 
called in question; and whether, with a 
view to restore public confidence in the 
future conduct of the National Physical 
Laboratory, he will appoint a committee 
independent of the laboratory. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The two Mem- 
bers of the Committee referred to were 
nominated by the Royal Society to 
represent its views at the invitation of 
the Treasury. The remaining Members 
were appointed directly by the Treasury. 
There is nothing unusual in the com- 
position of the Committee and I see no 
grounds for the lack of public confidence 
which the hon. Member suggests. 


Str W. EVANS GORDON: I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether the Treasury Committee has. 
been instructed to report whether it 
be to the public advantage that the 
National Physical Laboratory should 
continue to compete with private test- 
ing establishments, such competition 
having been forbidden by the Report of 
the Treasury Committee of 1898 when 
defining the function and scope of the 
National Physical Laboratory. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The Committee 
was appointed “to inquire generally into 
the work now performed at the National 
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Physical Laboratory, with special refer- 
-ence to (1) the character of the mechani- 
cal, physical and chemical tests under- 
taken there; (2) the possibility of their 
interfering unduly with the business of 
other agencies; (3) the desirability of 
publishing the results of all such testing 
work; and to report—(1) whether hav- 
ing regard to the industrial interests of 
the country generally and to those of 
private agencies, any change is desirable 
in the scope of the work of the labora- 
tory, and (2) on what lines any further 
development of its business should pro- 
ceed.” 


National Gallery Alterations. 
Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY (Paddington, 
N.): I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury if his attention has been 


directed to the repairs which are now | 


being executed at considerable expense 
on the entrance floor to the National 


Gallery ; and whether, when these altera- | 


tions are completed, it is the intention 
of the Trustees again to place the space 


now being redecorated at the disposal of | 
private advertisers without charging rent, | 


.aé in the past. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: I understand 
that the Trustees and Director have no 
such intention. 


Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY: Is the old 


arrangement to be continued ? 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: I have given the 
hon. Member all the information sup- 
plied me. 


Irish Salt Firkin Butter. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.): I beg to ask the hon. Member for 
South Somerset, as representing the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, if 
he will state when the Butter bill is to 
be considered; and whether he will 
consider the request generally made in 
certain parts of Ireland for the exemption 
of Irish salt firkin butter from the 
proposed standard of moisture about to 
be set up. 


*Mr. J. A. PEASE (Essex, Saffron 
Walden): Owing to financial exigencies, 
T am afraid no opportunity will be found 
for the Second Reading of the Bill before 
the Easter recess, but it is hoped that the 
Second Reading of the Bill may be 
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| obtained soon after, but I am unable at 
the moment to namethe exact day. The 
| Bill does not affect the amount of moisture 
|permissible in Irish salt firkin butter 
|unless it has been blended or re-worked 
in a factory. 


Questions. 


Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): Is the hon. 
;Gentleman aware that the bulk of the 
Irish butter traders object to any exemp- 
tion, and that the Select Committee 
reported against it ?’ 


*Mr. J. A. PEASE: Iam aware that 
evidence was given before the Select 
Committee such as the hon. Member 

‘refers to, and the Board of Agriculture 
are fully aware of the views of the Com- 
mittee and have considered their Report. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: The 
| point is that the farmers in every district 
| want it. 


Mr. LUNDON (Limerick E.): And 
so do those in mine. 


Gooseberry Mildew. 

Mr. ROWLANDS (Kent, Dartford) : 
I beg to ask the hon. Member for South 
Somerset as representing the President 
of the Board of Agriculture whether in 
_view of the loss now sustained by the 
‘fruit growers, it is the intention of the 
Government at an early date to propose 
legislation which will enable insect and 
‘other pests which infect fruit to be 
| effectually dealt with; and, if it is 
‘intended to propose legislation, will the 
Government use every endeavour to 
| bring it into force by May, in view of the 
‘fact that the disease will, during that 
‘month, begin to spread from the atfected 
| gooseberry plantations. 


Mr. J. A. PEASE: The President of 
the Board of Agriculture hopes very 
shortly to be in a position to introduce 
legislation to confer on the Board and 
on local authorities further powers to 
deal with insect and other destructive 
pests. The suggestion made by my hon. 
friend in the latter part of his Question 
will be kept in view. 


Boy Offenders in Edinburgh. 

Mr. C. E. PRICE (Edinburgh, Cen- 
tral): I beg to ask the Lord Advocate 
whether, in view of the fact that sherifis 
in the summary courts of Glasgow have 
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power to send a lad to a reformatory 
instead of to prison, he will introduce 
legislation to confer similar powers upon 
the summary courts in Edinburgh. 


Tue LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. THomAs 
Suaw, Hawick Burghs): The point 
raised by the Question is of great im- 
portance, and I have submitted it to the 
Corporation of Edinburgh and to the 
sheriff. The sheriffs in Glasgow have 
power to sentence lads to be detained in 
reformatories, and owing to the arrange- 
ments made in that city these sentences 
are effectively carried out. The sheriffs 
in Edinburgh have a similar power, and 
no legislation*is required to confer this 
upon them. I regret, however, to say 
that it cannot be effectively exercised, 
owing to the corporation not as yet 
seeing its way to make the relatively 
small contributions necessary towards 
maintenance. This refusal has lasted: for 
some years, notwithstanding the protests 
of successive Secretaries for Scotland. It 
is founded upon an idea of legal disability 
under the Prisons Act of 1877, which 
idea has been pronounced by Lord Dun- 


edin, then Secretary for Scotland, and 


now Lord President of the Court of 
Session, to be erroneous. In that opinion 
I respectfully concur. Lord Dunedin’s 
opinion was communicated to the Town 
Clerk so far back as 19th December, 
1903, but the Corporation of Edinburgh 
has not yet seen its way to change its 
attitude so far as regards sentences pro- 
nounced in the Sheriff Court are con- 
cerned. I may add that the sheriffs view 
with deep concern the existing state of 
matters, and on 14th February last 
Sheriff Maconochie wrote to my right 
hon. friend the Lord Provost pointing 
out that in his opinion the result of 
the town council’s declinature had been 
disastrous for the city. In his Report to 
me the sheriff states as follows—‘ The 
state of matters in Edinburgh, owing 
largely, in my opinion, to the decision of 
the town council, is most serious. There 
are regular organised bands of juvenile 
thieves and housebreakers growing up in 
our midst.” He points out how these 
lads are deprived in Edinburgh of the 
best, indeed the only, chance of reforma- 
tion, and he gives details of the spread of 
a great evil in the community in conse- 
quence. While, as I have stated, I think 
legislation to enable Edinburgh to adopt 
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trust that the present grave evil will he 
removed forthwith by the needful action 
on the part of that city. 


Questions. 


Illegal Trawling off Sutherlandshire. 

Mr. MORTON (Sutherland): I beg 
to ask the Secretary for Scotland whether, 
in consequence of the complaints of illegal 
trawling on the north and west coasts 
of Sutherlandshire, he has taken means 
to have those coasts properly policed and 
the law-breakers punished. 


THE SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Srnciatr, Forfarshire): The fishery 
cruiser “ Minna” visited the north and 
north-west coast of Sutherlandshire about 
11th ultimo, and she has just repeated 
the visit. 


Trawling in the Moray Firth. 

Mr. MORTON: I beg to ask the 
Secretary for Scotland whether there 
are at present any trawlers at work in 
the Moray Firth. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The latest Report 
from the Fishery Board is to the effect 
that on 2nd March four trawlers were 
detected fishing in the Moray Firth. 
been 


Mr. MORTON: Have none 


detected since ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR: If the hon. Member 
will put another Question down, I will 
inquire. 


Education Expenditure in Ireland. 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he can 
give any explanation of the fact that in 
the Estimates of 1901-2 the amounts 
given to education were, respectively, 
England £9,765,000, Scotland £1,353,000, 
Ireland £1,301,000, whereas in the 
Estimates for 1906-7 the amounts 
were England £13,139,600, Scotland 
£1,983,000, Ireland £1,393,223. 


Toe CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Brrrett, Bristol, N.): It 
would not be possible to discuss, within 
the limits of an Answer, the question 
raised by the hon. Member. I may, how- 
ever, observe that a comparison between 
the Votes mentioned cannot justly be 
instituted. The Votes for England and 


another course is unnecessary, I sincerely ; Scotland include provision for secondary 
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and technical education, while the Vote 
for Ireland refers to primary education 
alone, and indeed does not include the 
whole of the provision voted for that 
service. Secondary and technical educa- 
tion are otherwise provided for in Ireland. 


Mr. MURPHY: In view of the dis- 
parity shown by these figures, will the 
right hon. Gentleman make representa- 
tions to the Treasury on the subject ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am fully alive to 
the importance of the subject. It is one 
of the most vital questions affecting Ire- 
land just now, and I hope there may soon 
be an opportunity of discussing it at the 
length it deserves. 


Colonel Bredin’s Longford Estate. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he will state 
the cause of the delay in the inspection of 
Colonel Alex Bredin’s estate in county 
Longford, Estates Commissioners’ record 
2201 ; whether the agreements for sale 
have been lodged since May, 1905, since 
which time the tenants have been com- 
pelled to pay interest in lieu of rent, which 
isa loss to them; whether he is aware 
that there are practically no difficulties 
in the way of an immediate inspection 
and report ; and will he now cause this 
to be done without further delay. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- 
sioners deal with estates according to 
priority of application, and the estate in 
question has not yet reached its turn 
for inspection. The inspection will take 
place about July next. 


Aghnacliffe Evicted Tenant. 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether the attention 
of the Estates Commissioners has been 
called to the case of Mrs. Bernard Doyle, 
of Samagh, Achnacliffe, North Longford, 


° | 
who was evicted two years ago by the 


Due de Stacpoole, and whose farm was 
grabbed by Pat Mulligan of the same 
place ; whether any application has been 
received by the Commissioners for rein- 
statement from this woman; whether 
the inspector has visited the holding, 
and, if not, will he now be directed to 
do so; whether he will inquire into the 
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manner in which the eviction was carried 
out, which the evicted tenant states was 
informal ; and, if so, whether the inspector 
will arrange for her immediate reinstate- 
ment. 


Questions. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners have received no application 
for reinstatement from Mrs. Doyle. The 
reply to each part of the Question is 
therefore in the negative. 


Children’s Defective Eyesight in Irish 
chools. 

Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether his 
attention has been called to the promise 
given by Mr. Bryce on 19th November,. 
1906, that he would without delay 
commend to the consideration of the 
Commissioners of National Education in 
Ireland the necessity of collecting in- 
formation on the subject of the alleged 
increase of defective eyesight of children 
attending public schools in Ireland ; 
whether any steps have been taken in 
this matter; and whether the Commis- 
sioners propose to make any arrange- 
ments, such as exist in England, for 
the testing of the sight of these children 
and for guarding against any further 
increase of the scourge of defective 








eyesight. 


Mr. BIRRELL: My attention has 
been called to this matter. The Com- 
missioners of National Education inform 
me that they have issued a number of 
| queries to the teachers, relative to the 
eyesight of children attending national 
| schools. The teachers’ statements will 
| be carefully tabulated and considered 
| when received. The Commissioners state 
that they have no means of providing for 
the testing of the children’s sight. The 
steps which have been taken in this 
respect in England have been instituted 
by local authorities of their own motion. 


| Comyn-Kenney Estate, Galway. 

Mr. JOHN ROCHE (Galway, E.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, upon what 
date the Congested Districts Board 
bought the Comyn-Kenney, Galway, 
property ; and whether he can_ state 
when the holders of uneconomic plots in 
the vicinity may expect to have the 
land divided amongst them. 
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Mr. BIRRELL: The Congested Dis-| the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland what 
tricts Board agreed to purchase the | | charges have been made upon the Irish 


estate in question on 11th August, 1904, | 


but owing to legal difficulties as to the 
title, it has not yet been vested in the | 
Meanwhile, the Board have no | 


Board. 
power to distribute the estate. 


Coosecroum Improvements. 


Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the Con- 


gested Districts Board has agreed to carry 


out improvements at Coosecroum, in view | 
of the representations which have been | 
made frequently during the past six | 


years. 


Mr. BIRRELL: My predecessor in- 
formed the hon. Member on 14th 
December last? that the Congested Dis- 
tricts Board had postponed the question 
of constructing a pier at Coosecroum 
until it should be ascertained what works 
were to be carried out at Reenard Point 
and what contribution, if any, they 
should give to such works. The case of 
Reenard Point has not yet been disposed 
of. 


Leahy Estate, near Cahirciveen. 


Mr. BOLAND: I beg to ask the Chief | 


Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land whether any, and, if so, what, steps 
have been taken by the Estates Commis- 
sioners to complete the negotiations for 
the purchase of the J. W. Leahy estate 
at Aghatubrid, near Cahirciveen, in view 
of the fact that the estate was inspected 
last year and that the landlord and 
tenants agreed, early in January, to let 
the price be fixed by the Estates Com- 
missioners. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The proceedings first 
instituted in regard to this estate were 
for direct sale from the landlord to the 
tenants. The Estates Commissioners, 
however, decided that it would be more 
advantageous that they themselves should 
purchase the estate. Proceedings to 
that end are being taken, and the Com- 
missioners hope to be in a_ position 
shortly to make an offer to the landlord 
for purchase. 


Irish Development Grant. 
Mr. JOHN O'CONNOR (Kildare, N.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 





+ See (4) Debates, elxvii., 829. 


Development Grant to the present date, 
| ‘including charges in respect of the issues 
| of Irish 0 Stock up to the 31st 

December, 1906; and what amount of 

Irish Land Stock is intended to be issued 
| during the present year. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The hon. Member 
will find information on this subject in 
the Lord-Lieutenant’s Report of Pro- 
ceedings under the Ireland Development 
Grant Act for the year ending 31st 
| March, 1906 (Cd. 2937), and in the pre- 
| vious similar Reports. The Report for 
| the current financial year cannot be com- 
| pleted until after the 31st instant. 
| Further issues of land stock will be made 
as necessity arises, but the amount which 
will be issued during the present year 
cannot now be definitely stated. 





| 
Arterial Drainage (Ireland) Commission— 
Report. 

Mr. JOHN O'CONNOR: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of Ireland whether a summarised 
Report of the Arterial Drainage (Ireland) 
| Commission has been made publie ; ; if so, 
| does it recommend that arterial drainage 





| in Ireland should be conducted by and at 
the cost of the State ; and can he say what 
machinery is suggested in the Report to 
carry out the views of the Commission, 
and will the Government introduce 
measures at an early date to give effect 
to the recommendations contained in the 


Report. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Report was laid 
upon the Table on Thursday last, but no 
authoritative summary of it has been 
issued. I understand that copies of the 
Report will shortly be ready for distribu- 
tion. It would be difficult, within the 
limits of an Answer, to indicate the sub- 
stance of the Report. I may say, how- 
ever, that the statement that it 
recommends that arterial drainage should 
be conducted by and at the cost of the 
State would not correctly represent its 
purport. I am not at present in a posi- 
tion to make any further statement in 
connection with the Report. 


Count Blake’s Galway Estate. 
Mr. DUFFY (Galway, S.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the atten- 





tion of the Estates Commissioners has 
2M 2 
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been directed to the condition of the 
small holders of land in the villages of 
Tarea, Parkrae, Toreen, and Caherdoo, in 
the parish of Ballindereen, county Gal- 
way ; whether the landlord of the said 
villages, Count Blake, of Clough Bally- 
more, Kinvara, county Galway, offered 
his estate, including 5,C00 acres of 
untenanted land, for sale to the Estates 
Commissioners some three years ago ; 
whether the estate was inspected ; and, 
having regard to the sad condition of the 
small colony of people holding patches of 
land in the district, will he explain the 
cause of the delay in not carrying out 
some improvement scheme up to the 
present. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners inform me that proceedings 
for the sale to them of this estate were 
instituted a little more than a year 
ago, not three years ago. The estate, 
comprising about 5,000 acres in all, has 
now been inspected, and the Com- 
missioners are about to make an ofier for 
purchase. If their offer should be 
accepted, they will proceed to prepare a 
scheme for the division of the untenanted 
land, but this will take some time. 


Excluded Tenanis. 

Mr. LUNDON: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, can he say what 
may approximately be the number of 
future and excluded tenants in all Ire- 
land, and what is the number in East 
Limerick; and do the Government, in 
this session of Parliament, intend to 
introduce any legislative measure where- 
by this class of tenants should be placed 
on an equal footing with all others either 
renting or purchasing their farms. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Land Commission 
have no records whatever of the number 
of future tenants in East Limerick or 
elsewhere. Future tenants, except those 
whose tenancies were created since 1901, 
are in no way debarred from obtaining 
advances under the Land Purchase Acts, 
and many of them have already purchased 
their holdings under those Acts. The 
question whether it would be possible or 
desirable to extend to future tenants the 
fair rent provisions of the Land Acts is 
one which could not be discussed within 
the limits of an Answer 
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Mr. KILBRIDE (Kildare, 8.): Can 
the right hon. Gentleman give the 
number of tenants who have been con- 
verted into caretakers under Section 7 of 
the Land Act, 1887 ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I have not got that 
in my head. 


Price of Irish Land. 

Mr. LUNDON: I beg toask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland, can he, seeing that according to 
a Report lately issued by the Estates 
Commissioners many estates are being 
sold at 68 per cent. in advance of the 
average prices under the Ashbourne and 
former Acts in Ireland, say whether the 
Executive Government have any share, 
through the machinery of the law, in 
bringing on such a state of things; and, 
if so, what in the present circumstances 
of Ireland justifies them in supporting it ; 
and do they hold out any promise of 
legislation whereby the prices of land may 
be reduced to the normal condition which 
obtained from 1885 to that consequent on 
the Act of 1903. 


Mr. BIRRELL: It is probable that no 
really true comparison can be made be- 
tween the prices paid for land before the 
passing of the Act of 1903 and since that 
date, but there is no doubt that during 
the latter period higher prices have heen 
paid than during the former. For that 
result the Executive Government is in 
no way responsible. It has come about 
through the willingness of the tenant 
purchasers to pay the higher prices. | 
am not at present in a position to hold 
out a promise that legislation of the 
character indicated in the Question will 
be undertaken. 


Sabadoo Evicted Tenant. 

Mr. C. MACVEIGH (Donegal, E.) : 1 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
Estates Commissioners will make a money 
grant to Moses Glen, of Sabadoo, Killy- 
gordon, county Donegal, to build up his 
houses and re-stock his farm, situated on 
the Stewart estate, from which he was 
evicted, and now restored, but without 
the necessary means to begin farming 
with. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners have had this case investigated 
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by an inspector and are about to consider 
his report upon it. The question of 
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| directly acquainted with the decision of 
| the National Board. 


making a grant to the evicted tenant will 


be considered. 


Grant for Teaching Irish. 


Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL (Kerry, 


W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 


| Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL: Is 
| there to be no additional grant this year ? 


Mr. RUNCIMAN : No grant over and 
| above that given last year. 


the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland what is | 


the existing scale of fees for the teaching 


of Irish in national schools ; whether it | 
is calculated on the average attendance or | 


the actual number of children learning 
Irish ; and what was the fee paid prior 
to the change in 1906. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The existing scale of 
fees for instruction in Irish as an ordinary 
subject in national schools is 1s. per unit 
of the average attendance in the Irish 
classes in the second and third standards, 
and 2s. 6d. per unit in the fourth and 
higher standards, provided in each case 
that the proficiency is satisfactory. The 
fee paid for instruction in Irish as an 
extra subject prior to the change in 1906 
was 10s. for each pupil in bona fide attend- 
ance throughout the course, provided 
that the progress of the Irish class as a 
whole was reported by the inspector as 
satisfactory. Fees were not paid for 
pupils in any standard lower than the 
fourth. 


Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether, in the 
matter of fees for the teaching of Irish in 
national schools, a new scheme has been 
considered by the National Board, and, if 
so, what decision was come to ; whether 
the matter has been submitted to the 
Treasury ; whether the Treasury intends 
to provide increased funds this year ; and 
whether in view of the dissatisfaction 
with the present scale of fees, steps will 
be taken to secure that the revised scale 
shall apply to the current year. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: I answered a 
Question similar to this on the 19th 
ultimo, to which perhaps ] may refer 
the hon. Member.f As regards, how- 
ever, the specific points raised in his 
Question, the Answer to the first and 
third is in the affirmative, and to the last 
two*in the negative. I am only in- 





T See (4) Debates, clxix., 719. 


Crime in Leitrim. 

Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.): I 
| beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
| Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether his 
| attention has been called to the remarks 
‘of Mr. Justice Kenny, at the opening of 
the Leitrim Assizes, on Monday, as to the 
lawless condition of the district; and 
whether he will state the nature of the 
steps being taken by the Executive to 
stop boycotting, to protect the families 
who are in danger, and prevent His 
Majesty’s mails from being robbed. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, §.) : 
At the same time I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland if his attention has been drawn 
to the charge of Mr. Justice Kenny at 
the Leitrim Assizes on the increase of 
crime and the lawless state of the county, 
and to the fact that so few persons have 
been made amenable to justice ; and what 
steps he proposes to take to preserve the 
peace of this district. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The county of Leitrim 
is in a peaceable condition, except that 
portion of the Barony of Dromahair 
lying about Lough Allen. In_ that 
locality differences arose last spring on 
some twelve estates between landlords and 
tenants, owing to the failure of negotia- 
tions for purchase, and these differences 
have continued unabated until now. The 
Estates Commissioners have approached 
the parties with a view to an amicable 
settlement; but hitherto without any 
successful result. They are, however, 
not without hope that better counsels 
may prevail on some at least of the 
estates concerned. Last July the police 
force in the localities in question was 
strengthened, and the expenses of the 
extra force is now being charged to the 
localities. Undoubtedly the disposition 
of the people in this limited area is turbu- 
lent at present owing to the agrarian 
dispute, but every effort is being made to 
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find the solution of the dispute. Mean- 
time the police are on the alert for the 
preservation of the peace. 


Questions. 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG : Is the right 
hon. Gentleman aware that Mr. Justice 
Kenny did not limit his remarks to the 
small areas which the right hon. Gentle- 
man has indicated, but that he spoke of 
the whole county, with the exception of 
small areas here and there, as being in a 
very disturbed state ? 
Mr. BIRRELL: I only give the 


information I have received from my own 


authorities. I have read the language of 
Mr. Justice Kenny. I say nothing about 
it. 


Mr. DILLON (Mayo, E.): Is it the 
custom for English Judges to make 
political harangues from the Bench ? 





Mr. BIRRELL: I have known it done. 





Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): I should 
like to ask the right hon. Gentleman if 
in the matter of a charge from this | 
district tried before Mr. Justice Kenny, | 
the jury refused to convict in the light of | 


day and against the evidence ! | 





*Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise 
out of the Question on the Paper. 


Mr. LONSDALE: Willi the right hon. 
Gentleman in the meantime take steps to 
prevent His Majesty’s mails from being 
robbed ? 


Mr. BIRRELL : I will take every step 
to prevent every robbery within my | 
power. 





Mr. REDDY (King’s County, Birr) : 
How much of the trouble in Ireland is 
due to the consumption of Dunville’s 
whisky ? 


[No Answer was returned. | 


Royal Hibernian Academy. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.) : I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury whether 
his attention has been called to the state- 
ment of the case submitted to counsel by 
the Royal Hibernian Academy with 
reference to the payment of the annual 
grant of £300 tothe Academy ; and can 
he say what steps will be taken to meet 
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the claim of the Academy as formulated 
before the recent Committee of Inquiry. 


Questions. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN : My attention has 
been drawn to the statement referred to. 
As the hon. Member was informed on the 
20th December last, and the 19th ult., 
the matter is still under consideration, 
but I hope very shortly to be ina position 
to announce a decision. 


Lord Esher. 
Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER (Croydon) : 
I beg to ask the Prime Minister whether 
Lord Esher is still a member of the 
Imperial Defence Committee ; and, if so, 
for what term is he appointed. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD or THE TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): 
Lord Esher was appointed a member of 
the Committee of Imperial Defence by 
the late Prime Minister towards the end 
of November, 1905. I understand that 
no period was fixed when the appoint- 
ment was made. 


Clerkenwell County Court Clerk’s 
etirement. 

Mr. CARLILE (Hertfordshire, St. 
Albans): I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
whether he will consider the services of 
Mr. Charles George Hunt, of Danesbury, 
Warwick Road, New Barnet, with a view 
to making him a grant from the Royal 
Bounty or Special Service Funds ; and 
whether, in view of the fact that he was 
clerk of the county court of Clerkenwell 
for a period of nearly sixty years, his 
appointment having been submitted to 
and sanctioned by the Treasury in 1847, 
and that he was continued in that posi- 
tion with the approval of the Treasury up 
to the 30th September, 1906, and in 
view of the fact that he is in the receipt 
of no pension, in failing health, and im- 
poverished circumstances, special con- 
sideration can be given to his case. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Mr. Hunt was not employed by the 
Government, but was in the personal 
service of a county court registrar. 
During the whole of his service, nearly 
sixty years, Mr. Hunt received a regular 
salary, amounting at one time to £375 a 
year. He was aware that he was not 





+See (4) Debates, elxvii., 1733 ; elxix., 719, 720. 
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-entitled to a pension. I regret that I am 
unable to assist him from the funds at 
my disposal. 


Questions. 


Mr. CARLILE: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that Mr. Hunt was 
appointed by the Treasury in 1847 at a 
time when such clerks were appointed by 
the Treasury ? 


Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich): Is the 
Prime Minister aware that there was in 
the service of the State a man for forty- 
seven years who only got 21s. a week, 
and a pension has been refused to him ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I do not know; I am only concerned 
with the administration of the funds 
which are entrusted to me, and, so far as 
I can make out, none of these funds are 
applicable to such cases. 


The Appointment of Magistrates. 

Mr. HUNT (Shropshire, Ludlow): I 
beg to ask the Prime Minister whether, 
in view of the fact that twenty out of 
twenty - six new magistrates lately 
appointed in Northamptonshire were 
Liberals, three of them being passive 
resisters, he will take steps to introduce | 
legislation and provide for the appoint- | 
ment of magistrates irrespective of 
political opinion. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : | 
The magistrates lately appointed in 
Northamptonshire were so appointed on 
the recommendation of the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, and the Lord Chancellor is quite 
satisfied that they were proper persons to 
appoint. The hon. Member is apparently 
not aware of the fact that in many | 
counties there is an extreme disparity | 
between the classes and opinion as 
represented on the Bench. This is 
generally recognised as a most undesir- 
able state of things, and some restoration 
of a decent balance is generally con- 
sidered expedient in order to secure 
confidence in the fair administration of | 
justice. If that confidence cannot be | 
secured, it may become necessary to take 
such steps as the hon. Member indicates. 





Mr. HUNT asked whether it was 
right that men who had refused to be 
bound by the law should be chosen to | 
enforce the law. | 
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Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I am not informed on the question 
whether any of these gentlemen had 
been passive resisters, but I think we 
hear of passive resistance advocated in 
quarters which somewhat surprise us in 
these days, in places which have almost 
the odour of sanctity. 


(Questions. 


Mr. HUNT: Does the right hon. 
Gentleman deny that three of these 
gentlemen were passive resisters ? 


Si H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I know nothing about it, nor does the 
Lord Chancellor. 


Mr. HUNT: If they are, does the 
right hon. Gentleman approve of their 
appointment ? 


[No Answer was returned. | 


Mr. HENRY (Shropshire, Welling- 
ton): I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
whether, in view of the dissatisfaction 
prevailing throughout the country at the 
slight progress that has been effected in 
remedying the admitted evil of one 





political Party so strongly predominating 
on the county benches, he will consider 
the advisability of affording the Lord 
Chancellor assistance so that he can deal 
with this matter with greater expedition. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
So long as the law places the appoint- 
ment of magistrates in the personal 
discretion of the Lord Chancellor, I am 
sure that he will discharge the duty 
himself and not delegate it to any other 
persons. With regard to the allegation 
that slight progress has been made, I can 
only say, after having made myself 
acquainted with the facts, that no time 
has been wasted by the Lord Chancellor 
and no pains spared. 


The South Wales Colliery Explosion. 


Mr. THOMAS RICHARDS (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.): I beg to ask the Home 
Secretary if he is aware that there are 
four workmen still entombed at Genwen 
as a result of the explosion last Tuesday, 
and that two members of the rescue 
party who entered the gallery cannot be 
communicated with. What steps have 
been taken for their relief ? 
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Mr. GLADSTONE: I regret to say 


that I have received the following 


telegram from the Inspector of Mines :— 
*Genwen.—An explosion occurred at 
6.30 p.m. 5th March, whereby four men 
were killed and two who went to the 
rescue were suffocated by after-damp. 
The bodies were recovered this morning”. 


Mr. BRACE (Glamorganshire, §.) : 
May I ask the right hon. Gentleman 
what steps, if any, he has taken to bring 
to the notice of the colliery proprietors 
of this country the information gathered 
by the two representatives sent from the 
Home Office to investigate the cause of 
the Courriéres colliery explosion in 
France, with special reference to the life- 
saving appliances used by the German 
explorers after that disaster ? Have not 
these two brave South Wales colliers lost 
their lives in consequence of the lack of 
rescue appliances, and what steps does 
the right hon. Gentleman propose to take 
to prevent so great and disastrous a 
calamity occurring again ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: It would be 
more satisfactory if I had notice of the 
Question. I have no detailed informa- 
tion as to this particular accident. As to 
the general question, | am doing every- 
thing in my power to hasten forward 
inquiries with a view to the adoption of 
the best appliances for protecting lives. 


Mr. THOMAS RICHARDS: Seeing 
that there is a Royal Commission inquiring 
into mining matters generally, will the 
right hon. Gentleman press on them the 
urgency of this phase of mining life ? 
We have more than 500,000 men going 
down into pits every day, and there is 
absolutely no provision for saving life. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: That matter is 
before the Commissioners, and I hope 
their Report will be presented before 
long. 


Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY : Is it not the 
fact that the deaths in mines in this 
country amount to three every day in 
the year ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE : I have not made 
that calculation. 
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Mr. KEIR HARDIE (Merthyr Tyd- 
vil): Has the Home Office sent any 
experts down to assist ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: The Mines In- 
spector is on the spot. As I have said, I 
have no details beyond those given in the 
telegrams from the Mines Inspector. 
by Mr. Keir 


Further questioned 


HARDIE. 


Mr. GLADSTONE added: Any assis- 
tance that is required or asked for by 
the Mines Inspecctor will at once be sent. 
I will make full inquiry. I gather from 
the telegrams that everything possible has 
been done in this particular case. 


Mr. THOMAS RICHARDS : I feel so 
strongly on this matter that I proposed 
to move the adjournment of the House, 
but I do ask the right hon. Gentleman 
to bring at once some pressure to bear to 
secure either by legislation or otherwise 
that the lives of these workmen shall be 
better protected than they are. As an 
absolute fact we have more than 500,000 
men going down the mines every day. 
There is absolutely not—— 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Order! 
This is not the proper time to make a 
speech. 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES). 

Sir WiturAm Brampton GURDON 
reported from the Committee of Selec- 
tion: That they had discharged the 
following Member from the Standing 
Committee on Law, and Courts of 
Justice, and Legal Procedure: Mr. 
Lough (added in respect of the Educa- 
tion (Provision of Meals) (Scotland) 
Bill) ; and had appointed in substitution : 
Mr. William Priestley (in respect of the 
Education (Provision of Meals) (Scotland) 
Bill. 

Report to lie upon the Table. 


NEW BILL. 
PERSONS (POOR 
RELIEF) BILL. 
“To make better provisions as to the 
Relief of Persons released from detention 


RELEASED LAW 
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in Prisons, Reformatory and Industrial 
Schools, and Inebriate Reformatories,” 
presented by Mr. Herbert Samuel ; to be 
read a second time upon Monday next, 
and to be printed. [Bill 100.] 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE (SUPPLY). 

Ordered, That the Proceedings on the 
Business of Supply, if under discussion 
at Eleven o'clock this night, be not 
interrupted under the Standing Order 
(Sittings of the House), notwithstanding 
anything in Standing Order No. 15.— 
(Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman.) 


SUPPLY [2nd ALLOTTED Day]. 
Considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee. ) 
(Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair.] 


NAVY ESTIMATES, 1907-8. 

1. Motion made, and Question _ pro- 
posed, “That 128,000 officers, seamen, 
and boys be employed for the Sea and 
Coast Guard Services for the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1908, including 
18,595 Royal Marines.” 


Mr. WYNDHAM (Dover) said that 
the speech of the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Secretary to the Admiralty 
on Tuesday last had gone some way 
towards dispelling the doubts which had 
been most legitimately entertained in 
the country upon some aspects of the 
Government's naval policy during last 
autumn and the early winter. But some 
doubts still remained, and it was with 
those he wished to deal that afternoon. 
He did not propose to touch on the 
financial aspect of the right hon. Gentle- 
man’s policy. It was believed that the 
amount of repairs at present in hand had 
not been adequately dealt with, and he 
hoped the Government would reassure 
the Committee on that important point. 
[t was said not only that one effect of the 
present policy of laying up a number of 
ships was to increase the amount of 
repairs that had to be done, but that 
greater difficulty was found now than 
heretofore in getting repairs expedi- 
tiously carried out. It was not for 
him to speak on matters of technical 
detail, but he hoped the Government 
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on that important point also. He wished, 
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' however, to dwell rather on the question 


of the two-Power standard. He depre- 
cated in all seriousness the use of any 
words which could throw any doubt, 


| justifiably or not, on our inflexible resolve 


would be able to reassure the Committee | 


. 


to maintain the policy of the two-Power 
standard as it was commonly and easily 
understood. He did not make this a 
charge so much against the Secretary to 
the Admiralty, for he made sparing use 
of such language. But any use of it was 
dangerous. The hon. Gentleman who sat 
behind the right hon. Gentleman had made 
lavish use of it, and the Prime Minister 
himself was not the least of the offenders 
in this respect. They nullified the ad- 
vantage of the policy which had been 
pursued by agreement between Parties 
if they used words which created any 
doubt of our intentions. It was a policy 
of rule of thumb, he admitted, but a rule 
of thumb was something which every one 
could understand, and therein lay its 
strength. The Secretary to the Admir- 
alty thought it necessary—he himself 
thought it was unnecessary and inex- 
pedient—to indulge in retrospect ; he said 
he remembered a time when the two- 
Power standard was applied to two 
specified Powers, and by that phrase sug- 
gested that there had been some change 
in policy. But the two Powers which at 
any rate had in recent years been taken 
were the two Powers which at the time 
happened to be the greatest Powers, and 
the two-Power standard as universally 
accepted meant that this country must 
have a margin of naval strength above 
and beyond the naval strength of such 
two other Powers. If that historical 
retrospect was a mistake, surely it was a 
greater mistake for the right hon. Gentle- 
man to indulge in certain academic specu- 
lations, as that there were conceivable 
circumstances in which we might have a 
lower standard, qualifying this by adding 
that there were imaginable circumstances 
in which we might have a_ higher 
standard. But such speculations cast 
doubt upon our policy, the whole virtue 
of which depended on its being continu- 
ous and intelligible. Hon. Members who 
read the foreign Press would discover that 
debates in this House which occupied five 
or six hours were compressed into a 
paragraph of five or six lines,.and such 
speculations, which were reported, 
were thus thrust into undue promin- 
ence and gave the incorrect impression 
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abroad that our policy was variable and | could not with any useful result under- 
depended on circumstance and upon /| take in the House. What they had to 
our diplomatic relations with the great | believe was that no Government and no 
European States. That nullified a great | Board of Admiralty would so far betray 
deal of the value which we had derived their trust in matters which were con- 
for many years and might continue | fidential as to depart from the intelligent 
to derive by speaking steadfastly of the carrying out of a policy so devised. 
two-Power standard. Why had that More than that the Committee could not 
policy been adopted by both Parties? It | do. Some hon. Members following the line 
was because they believed that it secured of the Secretary to the Admiralty thought 
the first condition of European peace. it was a mistake to attach so much 
The first condition of European peace importance to this rigid rule of thumb, 
was repose of mind among our people at and that the two-Power — standard 
home and the people of other countries must depend upon the diplomatic situa- 
abroad. In order to have that repose tion. That was putting the cart before the 
they must have nothing to cast doubt on horse. It would be truer to say that 
the two-Power standard policy. They the amount of confidence we inspired in 
must say nothing, Heaven forbid that | our friends and the amount of respect we 
they should do anything, to shake the instilled into those we could not yet call 
confidence of our friends abroad; but our friends depended upon the main- 
friendship between nations sprang, he tenance of the two-Power. standard—a 
thought, very largely from generous standard which ought to be certainly 
sentiment, from mutual admiration of | continuous and easily understood. They 
each other’s characteristics. We admired all knew that the Government could not 
the French for many things, and he hoped take the House and the country fully 
that the French admired us for some of | into confidence ; but they also knew the 
our national qualities. He thought they | startling revelations that were made by 
admired us for our doggedness of purpose Lord Rosebery some years ago about 
in carrying out any kind of under-| diplomatic relations which had always 
standing which our honour seemed to | been discussed in diplomatic terms when 
approve. If our triends were ever to we were on the verge of war. The right 
have doubt—even if the doubts were | hon. Gentleman claimed that the reasons 
illegitimate—that all Parties in the State | for the strategical disposition of the Fleets 
were not absolutely wedded to the policy ought not to be asked for or given; but 
of the two-Power standard as defined and | the important factor in the problem was 
understood, we should have done some-| that the people of this country were 
thing unwittingly, but disastrously, to | entitled to repose in the belief that their 
shake their confidence, and with their Navy was and would remain equal to the 
confidence, the basis of European peace. two-Power standard. That being s0, 
_what was the use in speculating about 
Mr. MENZIES (Lanarkshire, S.): The | the diplomatic situation in the future! 
right hon. Gentleman has talked a great | It was better to stick to the two-Power 
deal about the two-Power standard. I standard in a plain British sense, and 
would like to ask him what is the two-| state it in plain British prose, so that 
Power standard ? all might know what we meant and 
| intended to do. 

Mr. WYNDHAM said if the hon. 
Member had favoured him with his) Masor SEELY (Liverpool, Aber- 
attention he would have noticed that he cromby) asked if the right hon. Gentle- 
gave a definition of the two-Power man meant a European two-Power 
standard. It was that the naval strength | standard, or a world two-Power standard! 

of this country should be at least equal 
to the strength of any other two Powers.. Mr. WYNDHAM said he thought it 
He deprecated the arguments which had was far better to adhere to the term 
been used in the debate by persons not | “ two-Power standard.” Each individual 
in the confidence of the Admiralty, could judge for himself without being an 
namely, arguments based on acomparison expert. If they went beyond that they at 
of tonnage. That was the business of | once began to lose or at any rate to 
the Government and the Board of | nullify in a great degree the advantage 
Admiralty. It was business which they | we derived from adhering simply to 


Mr. Wyndham. 
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{7 Marcu 1907} 


a two-Power standard. The speech of | 


the Secretary to the Admiralty was a 
temperate speech. But it contained one 


unmeasured phrase about the rancorous | 
Press campaign which had raged against | 


the Home Fleet, a phrase in which there | 


was an undeserved censure on the Press. | reduction of seven since the time of the 
‘late Government. 


instead of following precedent and | change and had attracted so much atten- 


The Board of Admiralty themselves, 


issuing a Parliamentary Paper, sent to 
the Press last October a* document in 
which the Home Fleet was mentioned 
for the first time, thereby inviting the 
newspapers to discuss their policy ; and 


that document was couched in language so | 


vague that no one could understand it until 
the Secretary to the Admiralty had made 
his speech. Why was not that Paper 
circulated in the House? He did not 
pretend they were naval experts ; but he 
did assert that the function of the House 
was to act as a jury, and, therefore, no 
more information should be withheld from 
their knowledge than was necessary in 
order to safeguard vital interests. The 
Secretary to the Admiralty had said the 
Admiralty should not be asked the reasons 
for the strategical distribution of the 
Fleet. But there had been a striking 
change—some thought a mistaken change 
—in the non-strategical distribution of 
the Fleet, as to which some explanation 
was desirable. As the right hon. Gentle- 
man had reminded the Committee, our sea- 
going Fleet was open to criticism ; it was 
largely composed of obsolete vessels, in- 
adequately distributed over the globe, 
and behind that there was an absolutely 
inefficient reserve. When the late Govern- 
ment left office there was a sea-going line 
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reserve only seven battleships. Excluding 
the Nore division from the first line there 
were twenty-six battleships in the sea- 
going line and thirteen battleships in 
the reserve. Altogether there was a 
total of thirty-nine battleships, or a 


That was so great a 


tion that he would have supposed the 
Secretary to the Admiralty would devote a 
considerable part of his speech to explain- 
ing and justifying it. But all the right 
hon. Gentleman had said was that he was 
told that in 1904 the Admiralty came 
to the conclusion that the strength of 


'the sea-going Fleet was greater than 


of thirty-two battleships—ships always | 
at sea—and there was a reserve of four- | 


teen battleships with nucleus crews. In 
all forty-six battleships. In the 


uon-strategical distribution of the Fleet 


there were in the Mediterranean six |. : 
‘in the negative. 


battleships instead of eight, in the 
Atlantic six battleships instead of eight, in 
the Channel fourteen battleships instead 


new | 


strategical interests required, a hearsay 
statement which the hon. Member for the 
Fareham Division, who was on the Board 
of Admiralty in 1904, at once repudiated. 
If the Government claimed that the 
sea-going ships were still thirty-two, what 
was the object of the statement? If the 
sea-going ships were only twenty-six, 
some better justification of the change than 
this hearsay statement ought to be given. 
There seemed to be some colour for 
saying that this did not represent the 
considered policy, either of the Govern- 
ment or of the Admiralty. He remem- 
bered something being sent to the Press 
about officers being too long at sea. 


*Toe SECRETARY to tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. Epmunp RosBertson, Dun- 
dee) said that the only Paper of that 
kind which he remembered being sent to 
the Press was a Board Minute addressed 
to the Fleet. 


Mr. WYNDHAM inquired if it was 
not addressed to the House. 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON replied 
It was an Admiralty 


| Minute addressed to the Fleet. 


of sixteen, or altogether twenty-six sea- | 


going battleships instead of thirty-two. 
It might be said that the Nore division of 
six battleships ought properly to be added 
to the first sea-going line. Some doubts 


Mr. WYNDHAM said he regretted 
that the Paper was not given to the 
House. In that document they were 


'given another reason for the change, 


had been expressed by naval experts as to, 


whether those battleships could really be | 
_strategical reasons the Fleet should be 


described as fully sea-going ; but admit- 


ting that they might be counted in the sea- | ' 
_ships as ever in the first line; and finally 


going line, they brought up that line to 


thirty-two battleships. That left to the. 


not a strategic reason, viz., that sailors got 
stale if they were kept too long at sea. 
First the Admiralty stated that for 
reduced; then that there were as many 


they referred to a document in which they 
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said it was not for a strategical reason 
at all, but that the change was based 
upon the interests of officers and sailors 
who got stale if they were kept too 
long at sea. These conflicting reasons 
justified all the doubts entertained in 
the autumn and all the criticism in the 
Press which the right hon. Gentleman had 
called “rancorous.” If the right hon. 
Gentleman thought that any portion of 


Nuvy 
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the Press ought to stand up and make the 
amende honourable to him in a white sheet | 
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serious, criticism which had been directed 
against the general policy of the Admiralty 
from high and authoritative quarters. 
Those criticisms, whether just or unjust, 
sound or unsound, wise or unwise, were 
inspired, he believed, not by any petty 
personal motives, but by a sincere desire 
to maintain the best interests and tradi- 
tions of the British Navy, and they were 
entirely distinct from those sensational 
paragraphs and headlines which were 
their regular fare during the autumn, 


with a candle in its hands, then he. who | The attempt was then made to prejudice 


associated himself with their criticism, | 


ought to stand in a white sheet too; but 

he declined to do so. He expressed what | 
he felt then, what he felt now, and what | 
he would continue to feel until far more | 
explanation was given of this change. 


*Mr. BEAUCHAMP (Suffolk, Lowes- 
toft) thought that everybody inside 
or 


terest in naval affairs would be 


ao 
ol) 


outside the House who took an in- | 
lad 


that they had got outside the domain | 


of fiction into the region of fact. 


The right hon. Gentleman the Member | 


for Dover objected to the phrase which 
was used by the Secretary to the Ad- 
miraltv when he said that the Press cam- 
paign in the autumn was a “ rancorous ” 
one. He entirely endorsed the phrase 
of the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
considered that that campaign was dis- 


He. 


public opinion and bring to discredit upon 
the Board of Admiralty, and through 
that Board upon the present Government, 
and it was partially successful, because 
the statements and allegations fell upon 


/ears not unwilling or unready to think 


the worst of the present Government, and 
to believe that in their desire to effect 
economy they would make reductions 
even at the expense of the efficiency of the 
British Navy. He had taken the trouble 
to investigate the various charges, and 
in only one solitary instance had he 
found the charge substantiated by the 
facts. That one instance was the relega- 
tion of the *‘ Royal Sovereign ” class into 
a special reserve. The hon. Member for 
King’s Lynn, in the lecture which he 
addressed to the Government on Tuesday, 
seemed to think that any stick was 


| good enough with which to chastise the 


creditable both to those who engineered | 


it and to those who carried it on. The 
object of it, so far as he had been able to 
judge, was to cast discredit upon the 
present Board of Admiralty. 

Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON: And 
the last. 


Mr. BEAUCHAMP said the object 
more especially was to cast discredit 
upon the brilliant and _ distinguished 
officer and capable organiser, Sir 
John Fisher, who held the position | 
of First Sea Lord. Nobody who knew | 
the work which had been done by the | 
present First Sea Lord would have | 
the hardihood to deny his great ability, | 
his inexhaustible energy, and his in- | 
domitable industry. He had 


Government. He blamed them for having 
placed the “Royal Sovereign” class 
in the special reserve, and then said it 
would be murder or next to murder to 


-send those ships into the fighting line 


_regard to the Home Fleet. 


and expose them to the newer vessels 
of any Continental country. One of 
the strongest allegations made was with 
It was said 


| that it was to be formed by denuding the 


Channel, Atlantic, and Mediterranean 
Fleets or squadrons, was to be only 


| partially manned, and only to go out 


infused | 


for exercise once, twice, or perhaps 
three times in a year. They now had 
the facts. The portion of the Home 
Fleet stationed at the Nore was to consist 
of six first-class battleships and six 
armoured cruisers, all of which were to 
be fully manned, and they were to go out 


new life and vigour into the conduct of | frequently for exercise in the North Sea. 


the Department. When he alluded to 
the Press campaign he did not refer to 
more sober, and therefore perhaps more 


Mr. Wyndham. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Instead of a reduction in the fighting 
efficiency of the British Navy he thought 
its fighting efficiency had been thoroughly 
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maintained and the strategical position 
had been enormously improved. There 
was one thing, however, which rather 
disappointed him, and that was that 
there was no provision, with the exception 
of one unarmoured cruiser, for adding to 
the number of our cruisers. He was very 
much struck by what the right hon. 
Baronet the Member for the Forest of 
Dean said about the question of an attack 
ora possible attack upon our commerce. 
He thought the right hon. Baronet’s view 
was that the probability was that we 
should not have much to fear in 


The right hon. Baronet’s 
must always have, especially 
this subject, very great weight with 
every Member of the House, but this 


the members of the Royal Commission. 


*Sm CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean) said he had expressly 


in the last year. 


*Mr. BEAUCHAMP said that might 
be so, but he doubted whether the 
view of the right hon. Baronet was 
held by the Admiralty. One of the 
objects of the recent manceuvres was to 
test the arrangements for the protection 
of our ships of commerce. The result 


been somewhat inconclusive because of 


But the Admiralty 


part of shipowners. 
The ship- 


were not to blame for that. 


the Admiralty and every provision was 
made that they should not suffer loss, as 
they were to be paid demurrage for any 
time they lost and every precaution was 
taken to protect them in regard to loss 
of ship or cargo. 
lament the lack of public spirit on the part 
ofthe shipowners. What was the result ? 
Tn the first few days of the manceuvres 


vessels were captured. The umpires 
pointed out that that would not have 





view was not the view entertained by | 
| year. 


of those manceuvres must necessarily have | : 
'of action of such vessels was reduced. 


He could not but, 
| though they possessed great advantages, 


no less than 55 per cent. of 1 . 
P the merchant | not out-balanced by the disadvantages of 


vessels and those representing merchant | 


taken place if there had been a larger | 
number engaged, but even if the per- | 
centage had been 25—if 25 per cent. of | engines, and he suggested that that was 
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future with regard to such an attack. | 
opinion | 
upon | 


stated that the danger had arisen chiefly | 
in the last two years and more particularly | 
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our vessels were captured during the 
first weeks of a war it was quite easy 
to understand that there would be a 
serious panic in this country. It must 
be remembered that that took place when 
the attacking fleet was vastly inferior to 
the protecting fleet and that it took place 
within a limited area. But if that area 
was extended, as it would be in the case 
of actual warfare, and we had to extend 
protection to all our trade from Canada, 
America, the Argentine, Australia, the 
far East, and through the Mediterranean, 
it led to the inevitable conclusion that 
we required more cruisers and commerce 
protectors. Then with regard to the 
docking of our ships. In his opinion the 
present system was uneconomical and 
did not tend to efficiency. At the present 
time a vessel was docked only once a 
The result was that its bottom 
became foul, the disadvantage of which 
was that it required a greater expenditure 
of coal, and there wasa greater amount of 
wear and tear of the machinery and 
boilers, to enable it to get up necessary 
speed. In time of war our system had 


‘not only this economic disadvantage, 


their narrow area; they were rendered | 


more so by want of co-operation on the | : - : 
expenditure for docking, such expenditure 


owners were asked to co-operate with | 


but also stategical and tactical dis- 
advantages. The vessel longest out of 
dock lagged behind when at full speed, 
which was a tactical disadvantage in 
maneuvring and a strategical disad- 
vantage when taking up a_ position. 
Owing to having to burn more coal in 
order to increase their speed the radius 


If we docked our vessels more frequently, 
though there would be an increase in the 


would be made up and more than made 
up by the reduced consumption of coal. 
One of the leading firms of shipowners 
of this country had found it necessary, 
and he presumed therefore economical, 
to dock their vessels three times a year. 
Speaking of the adoption in the new 
vessels of turbine engines, he said that, 


he was not quite certain that they had 
sufficient knowledge to render it abso- 
lutely certain that those advantages were 


placing such engines in battleships. He 
understood that battleships did not 
manceuvre so easily or so quickly with 
turbine as they did with reciprocating 
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the reason why the “ Dreadnought ” was 
placed in the Home Fleet rather than the 
Channel Fleet. The late Civil Lord of 
the Admiralty laughed. 


Navy 


Mr. ARTHUR LEE (Hampshire, Fare- 
ham): I did not wish to interrupt the hon. 
Gentleman, but the information that 
reached me was that the “ Dreadnought ” 
had exceptionally fine capabilities of 
manceuvring—rather in advance of other 
ships than the reverse. 


*Mr. BEAUCHAMP said he was glad 
that that was the case. When they were 
making a great change like this, they 
ought to be absolutely certain that they 
were not proceeding too fast by putting 
turbines into all the new ships. 


*CaptraINn HERVEY (Bury St. Ed- 
munds) said the right hon. Gentleman the 
Secretary of State for War, when intro- 
ducing his Army Estimates, told the House 
that he had given the greatest importance 
to the opinions of his best military 
advisers in bringing forward his scheme. 
In fact he said it was a military Bill. He 
(Captain Hervey) would like to be 
quite certain that the statements which 
were brought before the Committee in 
connection with the Navy Estimates were 
naval statements. How did they stand 
at the present moment? There was a 
big Party opposite whose avowed 
main object was economy, but abroad 
all the big countries who were our great 
trade rivals had for their main object 
the increase of their naval strength. 
Between those two great forces there 
was first the Board of Admiralty. They 
were doing what they could—he spoke 
of the Sea Lords—to make our Fleet 
as strong as possible with the force 
at their disposal; but secondly, there 
was in the country, as evidenced by the 
Press and in the House, a large Party 
dead against all the reforms which 
the Board of Admiralty were trying 
to effect. They were not only dead 
against them in theory, but they were 
dead against all the details of the policy 
—in the description and number of ships 
we were building, in the distribution of 
the Fleet, and in ‘the number and training 
of our officers and men. 
a very serious thing. 
that could and ought to be pursued | 
would be for the Government to select | 


Mr. Beauchamp. 
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That was :al the Sea Lords. 
The safest policy | then have something really to go 
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the very best men they could find to 
advise them, and then to act upon their 
advice. If the Government found they 
could not provide the money to carry 
out the advice which those experts 
put before them they ought to come 
to the House and say so frankly 
and distinctly, give their reasons for 
not complying with the demands made 
upon them, and relieve the naval officers 
of the responsibility which under present 
conditions they tried to cast on to 
their shoulders ins ead of taking it on 
their own. At present the country had 
got it into its head that if the Naval 
Lords were not satisfied that our Fleet 
was properly distributed or that the 
training of our officers and_ sailors 
was thoroughly carried out, they 
(the Sea Lords) would resign. He pro- 
tested against naval cflicers being 
drawn into the political arena. Their 
duty was to do the work entrusted to 
them, and to see that it was carried out 
efficiently, without reference to any 
political considerations which might arise 
from what they proposed. He thought 
some means should be found by which 
Parliament could be made aware of the 
opinions of the naval officers. If he 
looked at the Estimates he found that 
they were signed by the full Board of 
Admiralty—by all the Sea Lords, the 
First Lord, the Secretary, and the 
Financial Secretary. If he looked at 
the explanation of the Estimates he 
found that it was signed ‘“ Tweed- 
mouth.” Was he to understand that it 
was Lord Tweedmouth’s idea of the 
Estimates or was it the Sea Lords’ idea ? 
Personally he did not think that it 
was the Sea Lords’ idea. He thought it 
was the interpretation conveying the 
civil aspect of the matter as far as the 
Government of the day was concerned. 
He did not think that was the right 
way. He suggested that if they were 
to be enabled to criticise the Estimates 
intelligently the statements of policy 
and any explanatory statement should 
be signed only by the Sea Lords. When 
the Estimates were then before the 
House the Government could defend 
their views against, if necessary, those 
The House would 


upon. At present he did not think 
they had. Many of them would prefer 
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1017 Navy 
to place naval matters above Party 
politics. For some time past writers 
in the Press had been objecting 
wholesale, not only to the new scheme 
of training of officers, but to the new 
scheme of training of men also [ “ Hear, 
Hear.”] Hon. Members opposite said 
“Hear, Hear.” They had _ entered 
rightly or wrongly into a big scheme 
of training, which was very much 
on a par with the big scheme brought 
forward for the re-organisation of the 
Army, and all the talk in the world would 
not make certain whether they were 
doing right or wrong. Time alone 
could show. He believed, however, that 
in entering into the scheme, which 
certain outside forces had compelled them 
toembark upon, they had gone the right 
way to work. He believed they were 
training young officers, more especially 
those who were to be engineers and future 
executive officers, in a way which would 
bring them together as young men, and 
associate them one with another through 
the whole course of their training for 
executive duty. He believed that they 
had entered upon a course which, as it 
gradually unfolded itself, would prove 
to be the right course. He had been 
doubtful when this scheme was first 
brought into operation. He was _par- 
ticularly doubtful as to whether they 
would get the best class of officers, by 
which he meant some of the cleverest 
men, into the engineering department. 
He had talked the matter over, how- 


ever, with young officers now at 
Qsborne and at Dartmouth, and he 


was told that in a great many cases 
some of the most efficient boys in the 
different terms were very keen about 
engineering. If that was the case, he 
believed they were starting on the right 
path for getting efficient officers, and that 
they were doing an infinitely better thing 
than anything which had yet been 
attempted to cut themselves free 
from the trammels of trade unions 
outside the service. They would no 
longer be at the mercy of engineer- 
ing trade unions in order to obtain 
efficient engineer officers. The state- 
ment of the First Lord made 
mention of the Committee which had 


sat lately to inquire into the status of 
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to believe that they were to receive 
certain advantages when the new scheme 
came into operation which they had not 
had at present. It was an open secret: 
what some of those advantages were 
said to include. Practically they were 
to be executive officers. The young 
officers who were now being trained 
would in the future become executive 
officers, but when it came to giving 
the present engineers executive rank 
he thought there was no sufficient 
reason at the present time for altering 
their status. [An Hon. MEMBER : 
Will the hon. Gentleman say why ?}! 
Because the present engineer officers had 
not been trained to become executive 
officers, and that was the very best 
reason that he could give. Personally, 
and he thought he represented the 
opinion of the vast majority of naval 
officers, he did not believe that to 
give executive rank to the existing 
engineers would be a good thing for the 
service, and now, when they had the 


Estimates under consideration, and 
before any conclusion had been arrived 
at, was the time to say that he 


did not think it would be a good 
thing. After these remarks he would 
like to turn to the formation of the Home 
Fleet. It was a very difficult and 
thorny question to deal with. Our 
Fleets were divided into two main 
categories—first, the battleship portion, 
which should enable us at a moment’s 
notice to launch the whole force of our 
Fleet against the enemy with the 
certainty of emerging victorious from the 
fray; and, secondly, the cruiser portion, 
which was for policing the seas and 
showing the flag, a force kept more for 
the prevention of war than for the making 
of war. There had been an immense 
amount written about the redistribu- 
tion of the Fleet. Let them take the 
Atlantic and the Mediterranean Fleets. 
In the present circumstances of our 
diplomatic relations—he was only ex- 
pressing his own opinion, which he dared 
say that neither the Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs nor the First Lord of the Admir- 
alty would traverse—it seemed to him that 
they had reduced those two Fleets down to 
the very minimum at which they could 


possibly have two Fleets in being if they 


° | . . . 
the present engineer officers. It set | were to be effective for their work in 


forth that the engineers had been led! time of war. 


He mentioned those two 
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Fleets particularly, because he could not 
see how they could work Fleets with 
less than six battleships so as to give 
efficient training to the flag officers and 
men serving in them. The Channel 
Squadron was very powerful, and it 
was very difficult for one who had not 
the actual disposition of the ships to 
say whether fourteen or sixteen battle- 
sh#s were sufficient for that Fleet. 
They had most of the latest and 
the best ships in the Channel Fleet, 
and he believed it was considered a fine 
Fleet and probably able tc do its work if it 
were called upon at the present time. 
Then they came to the Home Fleet as 
at present proposed to be constituted. He 
really believed it could not be effective for 
its purpose unless, as far as the battle- 
ships were concerned, every battle- 
ship of the Home Fleet was fully 
manned, especially if the Mediterranean 
and Channel Fleets were to be reinforced 
from the Home Fleet, and when any ships 


Navy 


belonging to those squadrons were in need | 


of extensive repairs they were to be taken 
from the Home Fleet. It was rather 
difficult to say anything about foreign 
affairs, because one might be misin- 
terpreted, but those who had followed 
recent events would know that on the 
13th December we had what might have 
very nearly come to a scare if we had not 
had a really fine Navy at our back. 
On the 13th of December the Channel 
Fleet sailed for the coast of Spain, and 
on the same date the Atlantic Squadron 
sailed from Gibraltar for home. There 
was a significant coincidence which he 
would like hon. Members to bear in mind 
when considering what the strength 
of the Home Fleet should be. One of 
our biggest naval competitors on the 
13th of December put every ship that 
they had to sea to ascertain in case 
of emergency how guickly they could 
be relied upon to carry out any work 
that might be required of them. That 
emergency would never occur, as far 
as we were concerned, if we had an 
efficient Home Fleet, but if we had a 
Home Fleet like the Secretary for War’s 
Army which would have to go through 
six months training before it was ready 
for war that Fleet might just as well 
never exist. No ship was ready to go 
to sea and fight an enemy at four days 
notice Fifjshe had not had the whole of 


Captain Hervey. 
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her officers and men in fuil touch with 
one another for some time previous to her 
being required. He protested against the 
ships put forward as battleships ready 
for war in our Home Fleet being 
anything but fully manned. It was 
his good fortune to have been the com- 
mander of a big battleship, and when he 
went to sea he did not suppose the 
House of Commons or the public knew 
the state of it. It was one of the Channel 





| Squadron supposed to be ready for sea, 
| but there were on board only half her 
|proper complement of petty officers. 
| Although there should not have been 
more than forty first-class boys on board 
| there were no less than 187, and there 
/ were over 300 seamen on board under 
|nineteen years of age. That ship was 
/not ready for sea. 





| Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : What 
| date was that ? 


*CapTtaIn HERVEY: The date was 
1897, and the ship was the “* Victorious.” 

Unless a better answer could be given by 

the Admiralty as to the manner in which 
the Home Fleet was to be manned he was 
|afraid it could not be regarded as being 
| likely to be ready for sea. Hedid not ask 
_the Secretary to the Admiralty to divulge 
| the details of the complement sheets. A 
| complement sheet was made out for every 
| ship, and he asked that it should be ad- 

hered to. He wanted the battleships of 
'the Home Fleet to be ready for every 
emergency, and if the right hon. Gentle- 
man was able to assure him that it was 
so that was all he wanted done. 


*Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) said 
in reference to the training scheme for 
the Navy, that it was an extraordinarily 
complicated one and the best naval 
officers differed considerably in regard 
to it. No less than 225 Members of 
Parliament had petitioned to have the 
whole thing inquired into, without ex- 
pressing any opinion whatever upon it. 
In the admirable speech of the Secretary 
for the Admiralty there was one feature 
he was glad to note had not been repeated, 
and that was that he had not brought 
into the discussion the opinions of the 
Sea Lords of the Admiralty. Some hon. 
Members contended that that was as it 
should be, and that the Sea Lords were 
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in the same position as the permanent 


Navy 


officials of the Education Board. In| 


recent years they had had two Educa- 
tion Bills totally opposite in character, 
and still they had the same permanent 
officials. They did not, however, find 
in the case of the Education Bills that 
one Minister claimed that he had the 


permanent officials on either one side or | 


the other. If the Sea Lords were dis- 


satisfied they had always the remedy of | 
resigning, and, as hon. Members were | 


aware, it was almost without precedent 
for a Sea Lord not to receive upon 
resignation a good billet and he often 
got the command of a fleet. He wished 


to point out that the Cawdor memoran- | 
of that | 


the third revision 
and if hon. 


dum was 


memorandum, Members 


could examine the original document they | 


would find that they were not now adher- 
ing to the opinion of the Sea Lords at the 
time in regard to the two-Power stan- 
dard. The hon. Member for Lowestoft 


had complained of the absence of cruisers | 


from the building programme of the Ad- 
miralty. The Secretary to the Admiralty 
had claimed the “Invincible” class of 
ship as battleships. The Admiralty were 
continually plaving the confidence trick 
on the public by passing off a vessel for 
two purposes. The “Invincible” class 
were at one time counted as _ battle- 
ships and at other times as cruisers. 
The right hon. Baronet the Member for 
the Forest of Dean had drawn specific 
attention to his views about cruisers, and 


the hon. Member for Lowestoft had also | 


called attention to the great losses which 
occurred during the naval manceuvres in 
regard to commerce. Those manceuvres 


only covered a stretch of some 900) 


miles, but it would be impossible to 


protect commerce efiectually unless we | 


had a very large number of cruisers, 
provided the enemy utilised all their 
opportunities for attacking commerce. 
He would like to know if the Admiralty 
view was that it was not necessary to 
build any more cruisers. As a matter 
of fact, in the recent manceuvres he found 
that the red side had sixteen armoured 
cruisers to eight on the blue side, or 
100 per cent. more. In large protected 
cruisers they had a superiority of 1,000 
per cent. or eleven to one, whilst the pro- 
portion in small protected cruisers was 
VOL. CLXX. [FourtH SERIEs.] 
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| three to every one of the blue for attack- 
'ing commerce. Obviously there was a 
very large defending cruiser force pro- 
| vided, larger than they could hope to have 
/in a war with any two Powers. If 
the view that cruisers were unnecessary 
had been tried, then the Red Fleet 
should have had no cruisers at all. The 
Germans were building small turbine 
cruisers at the rate of two a year to run 
24 knots per hour. It would be a 
tremendous waste of force to employ 
large armoured cruisers to chase those 
| small turbine cruisers, and at the same 
time it would be impossible to run any of 
the British protected cruisers over 20 
knots per hour. He thought it would 
be necessary very soon to build more of 
those protected cruisers which the Ad- 
miralty abandoned under the last Govern- 
‘ment. The right hon. Baronet the Mem- 
ber for the Forest of Dean had also drawn a 
very strong picture of how the Channel 
would be strewn with mines. He would 
remind the Committee that one of the 
purposes for which the Admiralty had 


cruisers was to hunt down mine lay- 
ing vessels and make it hot for 
them. The only chance they had of 


properly defending commerce and stop- 
ping operations of mine-laying was by 
continually keeping their cruisers at 
sea, making it too hot for the enemy’s 
vessels. On the same principle they 
carried on their torpedo warfare by having 
numerous flotillas of destroyers at sea. 
The duty of the new Channel Fleet 
under Lord Charles Beresford was to 
safeguard the country against raids and 
invasions. Lord Charles Beresford’s 
Fleet was to consist of fourteen battleships 
as compared with sixteen in the German 
Fleet. He had four armoured cruisers 
as compared with three of the Germans, 
three small cruisers compared with six 
in the German fleet. He was to be given 
no destroyers, whereas the German fleet 
had fiftv. It might be said that Lord 
Charles Beresford had the Nore division 
‘of the Home Fleet near at hand to rein- 
force him with six battleships, six 
armoured cruisers and forty-eight de- 
stroyers, but unless he was to be respon- 
sible for the training of the Home Fleet it 
| could not be really said that they were at 
|his disposal. They had to remember 
‘that the first blow in the war between 
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Japan and Russia was struck with the | insisted that we were only postponing 
torpedo craft, and if Lord Charles Beres- | expenditure if we refused to commence 
ford’s Fleet was to strike the first blow | now to build against some of the six 
the destroyers should be under his/ French battleships. Surely the Govern- 
command. According to the disposition | ment did not intend to consider them in a 
of the Fleet announced in this House by | lump and to lay down six all at once. 
the Board of Admiralty, Lord Charles | They were often asked to consider the 
Beresford was not to have any destroyers ; ‘size of the ships. He did not think 
he was to have nothing beyond | that any naval officer would say that 
the three armoured cruisers and four} to add up tonnage was to give the 
protected cruisers he had mentioned. | measure of the fighting strength. It was 
The Secretary to the Admiralty asked no advantage whatever for ships to lug 
them to compare ships as regarded age, | about 500 tons of sheathing. That was 
size, armament, and numbers with those | simply a disadvantage from the fighting 
of France and Germany. He had done | point of view, because extra coal had to 
so in response to that appeal and he found, | be carried for the boilers. In modern 
comparing Great Britain, France, and | ships 1,000 tons of armour was equal to 
Germany, and taking vessels less than | 2,000 tons in the ships of twelve years 
eighteen years old, Great Britain possessed | ago. Then there was the question of 
fifty-two first-class battleships and France | armaments. He would take the theoreti- 
and Germany combined forty-nine. cal perforating capacity at 5,000 yards. 
Those included ships built, building, and; Great Britain had forty-eight guns 
projected. His hon. friend only included |in her battleships capable of per- 
ships built. That was all very well if! forating seventeen and a-half inch 
we were going to war to-morrow, but in armour; France and Germany had 
considering a shipbuilding programme it | ninety-six; we had eighty-four capable 
was necessary to consider the position | of perforating fourteen to sixteen-inch 
three vears hence, and really for the pur-| armour; France and Germany had 
poses of economy, which was a strong | sixteen; we had forty capable of per- 
point, ‘hey should consider the position | forating eleven to thirteen-inch armour ; 
not only three, but four or five years} France and Germany had 150; we had 
hence, in order to get even programmes | forty capable of perforating seven to 
such as thos: of the Germans.|ten and a-half inch armour; France 
The only result of postponing ex-/ and Germany had 104. There was 
penditure would be precisely what) nothing beyond the two-Power standard 
happened under the Liberal Govern-| about those figures. The Secretary to 
ment in 1893-4. In that year we) the Admiralty asked the House to read 
had one of the smallest programmes and | what Sir William White, a great naval 
in 1894 we had the biggest programme | architect, had written about the twos 
that had ever been introduced. The | Power standard. But he held that it was 
decreasing of the shipbuilding programme | more important to have Sir William. 
now meant the unnecessary discharge of | White’s views on the subject of repairs. 
dockyard workmen and the dislocating | The right hon. Gentleman said Sir William 
of industry. It meant also in future} White was almost without a rival as 
with a large programme the placing of| an authority on the subject of the 
contracts at a high price instead Navy. In the Nineteenth Century of 
of a low price. Taking vessels less than | April last, dealing with the question of 
thirteen years old France and Germany | repairs Sir William White said— 

ranked ahead of Great Britain. Wehad) «yy gunnery, as is well known, the Navy 
thirty-seven first-class battleships built, | Bin provides for building new and more power- 


building, or projected, and France had | ful vessels to take the place of existing units in 
Germany had forty-one ; we had nineteen | the Fleet when the latter attain certain ages. 

; . pith ’ | It is equally notorious that vessels which have 
less than eight years old, and France and | been nominally replaced by new ships are 


Germany had twenty-eight. Germany | taken in hand, thoroughly repaired, modernised, 
could build the ships of her programme | in some cases renamed, and kept as reserves.” 
just as fast as Great Britain, and our} The Admiralty were not attempting to 
sole advantage would be against France, | modernise any vessels whatever and had 


which could not build so rapidly. He | not done so since 1904. They had given 
Mr. Bellairs. 
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up reconstructing, and, to a large 
extent, the replacement of old tonnage. 
None of the “Royal Sovereign”’ class 
were to have any more repairs executed 
on them, and his information was that 
they were not to carry more than four 
mechanics on board. The policy of the 
Admiralty would be perfectly justifie 

if they were willing to replace the old 


Navy 


tonnage, but it could only be justified | 
on that ground. The point where the | 


Admiralty sham came in in this case 
was that they counted all these old ships 
as efficient, though they were not re- 
pairing or reconstructing them. They 
were not justified in doing that, whereas 
foreigners who did repair old ships by a 
systematic policy were justified in count- 
ing old ships. Sir Wm. White went on 
to say— 

‘‘ The writer’s conclusion from independent 
investigation, is that the official estimate for 
the annual expenditure on repairs, maintenance 
and sea stores for the existing Fleet is con- 
siderably less than the amount which ought 
to be provided.” 


Therein lay the strongest condemnation of 
the Admiralty policy in regard to repairs. 
He found that the capital value of the 
Fleet had gone up since April, and 
therefore a larger amount for repairs, 
maintenance, stores, etc., was required. 
A larger amount in proportion to that 
increase had not been provided since 
then, so that the criticism which he had 
quoted was still equally applicable. <A 
Labour Member had drawn attention 
to a passage in Lord Tweedmouth’s 
Memorandum which showed that a 
larger number of ships were under 
repair in 1904 than was the case to-day. 
That, in his opinion, afforded one of the 
strongest condemnations of the present 
policy. If repairs were neglected, 
naturally there would be fewer ships 
under repair. In 1902 and 1903 the 
Admiralty were carrying out a syste- 
matic policy of reconstructing ships. It 
was that policy of reconstructing and 
repairing ships for the purpose of increas- 
ing their fighting efficiency which was 
being neglected at the present moment. 
It would have been only straightforward 
if the First Lord had pointed out that at 
the time referred to the Belleville boiler 


crisis was at its height, and that naturally | 


a large number of vessels were under 
repair, That was a reason which did not 
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| operate today. In his speech the Secre- 
tary to the Admiralty said— 


| This is almost the first occasion on which 
| the distribution of the Fleet has engaged the 
| attention of Parliament. I remember one 
other occasion, and that was at the time 
| of the Mediterranean scare. The right hon. 
| Gentlemen opposite were in office when that 
scare was engineered by very nearly the 
same people, or the same sort of people, as are 
engaged in this campaign against us. ” 


When that statement was made, hon. 
‘and right hon. Gentlemen opposite 
expressed their view of it by bursting into 
laughter. On getting back to the Board 
of Admiralty the right hon. Gentleman 
might have learned that it was a distin- 
guished Member of that Board who 
engineered the scare of 1904. It was that 
distinguished. man’s letters which were 
read at Navy League Committee meetings 
and hawked about in the House of 
Commons, and while the right hon. 
Gentleman thought the Admiralty was 
having a fling at someone else he was 
entirely mistaken. The distinguished 
Admiral who got that portion of the 
Fleet increased to thirteen battleships 
was the First Sea Lord, and since then 
he had wisely reduced it. The Secretary 
to the Admiralty in his speech also 
said— 

“The other Fleets are not reduced in the 
opinion of the Admiralty advisers below the 
strength proper to the situation at the present 
moment.” 


He wished to point out to the House 
that there was no certainty that they 
might not have to send battleships out to 
‘the Far East again, and therefore they 
must have a margin beyond the thirty- 
two in commission ready to go and do 
the work required. Just the other day 
after the Liberal Government came into 
office they had to despatch a Fleet of 
battleships and cruisers to coerce Turkey. 
Such things were constantly recurring 
in connection with the Empire. There 
was no certainty that we would not 
require a Fleet outside our Home and 
Mediterranean waters. In his speech the 
right hon. Gentleman also referred to the 
sea time of the Home Fleet. He could 
not profess to be well informed on that 
subject, but he understood that the 
battleships of the Home Fleet were never 
at sea at night. The navigators never 
took sights by any chance, because they 
were always in sight of land. That was 
not sea training, and the result was a 
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loss in the training and efficiency of the 
officers. In February last year he 
ventured to forecast that the upshot 
would be that the number of collisions 
and groundings would goup. Since then 
no less than ten battleships had been in 
collision or grounded. We lost the services 
for a time of the “ Dominion” and the 
*“‘ Commonwealth,” and we lost the “ Mon- 
tagu” which was wrecked on the rocks. He 
maintained that we must have more battle- 
ships. He wished to refer to the way in 
which the battleships were distributed. 
Therein lay the strongest condemnation 
of the Admiralty policy in regard to 
repairs. We must have more battle- 
ships. At present we had sixty-three 
battleships all told, and of those forty- 
seven were unarmoured over a portion 
of the water line, and therefore a source 
of weakness in view of the fact that 
France and Germany had no battleships 
with unarmoured water lines. Two ships 
of that total were building, and nine 
the Secretary of the Admiralty had ac- 
knowledged as obsolete and set aside 
as of no further use. The Admiralty 
had also set aside. or were about to 
do so, thirteen upon which no further 
repairs were to be executed, so that 
left us with a total of thirty-nine. The 
“Dominion” and ‘ Commonwealth ” 
were under repair, and that brought 
the total down to thirty-seven. Four 
other battleships were also under repair, 
and thus they came down to thirty- 
three, of which thirty-two were in full 
commission. He did not think that that 
was a state of affairs which should be 
regarded by the House as at all desirable. 
They might come to the state of affairs 
when the Prime Minister Walpole, then 
Member for King’s Lynn, was wrangling 
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six to four, and yet for the purpose of 
exercising at signalling by searchlights 
during the daytime and wireless tele- 
graphy practice the consensus of opinion 
was that six was the right number and 
that it could not be done properly with 
less. In the House of Lords it had been 
shown that last month a ship under repair, 
the “ Dominion,” was the only battle- 
ship in home waters. Lord Tweedmouth 
answered that by saying that the Fleets 
were only three days sail from home, 
but he forgot to mention that it would 
take them another two days to coal 
at Dover. They were told that these 
changes increased the instant readiness 
for war. Last December there were 
seven battleships, five armoured cruisers, 
thirteen unarmoured cruisers and also 
destroyers locked up in Chatham Basin. 
Only two big ships could get out at a 
tide. and it would take a week to get 
them all out. In reply to a letter of his 
in the Morning Post he had had several 
indignant protests from naval officers 
saying that they could not be got out of 
the basin in less than a fortnight. They 
had also been told that the Channel 
Fleet could be reinforced by the Home 
Fleet, but he remembered that the 
most experienced Admiral this country 
had had since the time of Nelson had 
said that in his opinion no worse policy 
could be pursued than that the Channel 
Fleet should be dependent for reinforce - 
ments on other fleets. 


Str GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) 
said that it was the custom to deprecate 


| criticism of the Admiralty by any one who 
'was not a naval expert; but he thought 


with the First Lord of the Admiralty | 


of the day as to whether the battle- 
ship “Salisbury” should be sent out 
to the West Indies or not. 
not yet been made with regard to 
distribution. Three 
fleets consisted of only six battleships, 
whilst every naval officer acknowledged 


training it was necessary to have a 
minimum of eight vessels in the Fleet, 
the most desirable number being, in his 


He wished ©" 
Magewt ordinary lay Member of the House ought 


to point out a criticism which had | 


out of our four | 


that everyone in the House should, from 
a certain standpoint, be an expert so far 
as what might be called the co-ordina- 
tion of sea-power with war strength was 
concerned. That was to say that no 


to consider himself entitled to criticise 
on such questions as the strategical dis- 
tribution of the fleets; but they ought 
to be able to offer an opinion as to how 


that in order to give a proper tactical | the policy put forward by the represen- 


|tatives of the Admiralty affected the 
/country and the Empire at large. He 
| wished to put forward one or two points 
'which he thought were worth considera- 


opinion, twelve. The armoured cruisers | tion, They were not suggested from any 
attached to the fleets were reduced from: standpoint of petty criticism, but from 


Mr. Bellairs. 
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considerations which had exercised more ; Member behind him had cited the case 
minds than his own after the recent | of the “ Victorious,” which had been sent 
explanation of the right hon. Gentleman. | to sea utterly unfit as a striking force 
For instance, the Secretary of the Ad-| in time of war. He asked the Secretary 
miralty stated a short time ago that the | to the Admiralty whether he considered 
Home Fleet would have sea-training equal | the ships of the Home Fleet were equi- 
to about 70 per cent. of that of a sea-| valent to ships in full commission and 
going fleet, and that the sea-time of our} would be useful as a striking force at 
Fleet as a whole stood to that of a|the outbreak of a war. His hon. friend 
certain foreign Navy as 3°25 toone. A|the Member for Fareham, who spoke on 
question was asked of the Secretary to | | behalf of the Opposition, had pointed out 
the Admiralty as to the amount of! by suggestion as well as by illustration 
coal used by the fleets of different that the Home Fleet, though having a 
nations, but the right hon. Gentleman | full complement of crews and all stores 
deprecated any inquiry into that par-|on board, would still not be equal 
ticular phase of the problem. But it/| to a sea-going fleet and could not possibly 
bore upon the question of the training | be as effective in time of war as ships in 
which our Home Fleet received and the | | full commission. He thought the Secre- 
amount of time that that Fleet should be | |tary to the Admiralty would do well 
at sea in order to make it efficient as a/ to clear up doubts which existed in 
striking force. In 1905-6 the estimated | | the minds of many of them as to the 
cost of coaling the British Fleet was | | power and effectiveness of the Home 
£1,261,000, and of the German Fleet | Fleet. The point raised by the hon. 
£676,083. The German Fleet was about | Member who had just spoken was 
one-third of the strength of the British | well worthy of consideration. The hon. 
Fleet, and the sum spent in coaling;| Member had suggested that although 
one half. If that coal was not spent} we had withdrawn our Fleet from the 
in manceuvres at sea, how was it spent ?| China Sea, it was possible that we 
The fact was that Germany differed from | might have to send a fleet there at any 
England absolutely in her policy regard-| moment. At the present time, as it 
ing the training of her Fleet. Ger-| happened, Japan cared for us in that 
many believed that the policy pursued | sea and bore the burden of our interest 
in regard to our Home Fleet was not there. But at the same time we had 
a wise policy. She believed that every | not been able to reduce out Fieet by a 
ship she had should be in full com-| single ship in consequence of Japan’s 
mission, capable of being sent to sea as/ protecting our common interests. But 
a striking force at any moment. If | supposing war broke out to-morrow and 
the figures which he had quoted were to be we had to send to the East a number of 
relied upon at all, they showed that | ships, we should have to detach them 
some explanation was due from the| from the Atlantic or the Mediterranean 
Secretary to the Admiralty as to the| Squadrons, or from the Home Fleet. 
effectiveness of the Home Fleet. In/ In that case, if at the present time we 
1900 Germany took the strongest ex-| were supposed to have sufficient 
ception to the policy of England, that the strength in those waters, what would 
Reserve Fleet was a fleet which could be | be our position if we withdrew a number 
relied upon as sufficiently powerful in | of ships to go to Eastern waters to protect 
the event of the outbreak of war to} our ateiteaithe there? A good many hon. 
act as a striking force. The Admiralty,| Members seemed to think that we were 
both in the past and now through its|in an era of comparative peace, and 
representatives in Parliament, had taken | because that was so we ought to reduce 
a different view. It was not for him|the Navy. A statement made by M. 
to suggest that that policy was not a/ Clemenceau in this connection was very 
good one, since both the last and the | interesting. He said, on 17th October, 
present Governments were committed to | that no peace was possible w ithout 
t; but the Committee ought to have aj} strength. When, he added, he came 
clear explanation from the Secretary | into office he believed that all 
to the Admiralty as to the policy in|the European nations were at one 
regard to the Home Fleet. The hon.|in their desire for peace, but almost 
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immediately, without any provocation 
on their part, a storm of calumny 
broke over their heads and_ they 
had to ask themselves “ Are we pro- 
pared?” He did not think the era 
of peace was upon us, and anybody 
who took into contemplation the state 
of Europe could not think so. As to 
Japan and Russia, he did not think 
the state of things had changed, 
although at present Japan had the 
predominance of power. There was some 
friction the other day between Japan and 
the United States, not enough to lead 
to a war, but from lesser incidents war 
had arisen. There was also danger of 
disturbance in Austria and some other 
parts of Europe, and so long as there was 
danger of war it was not sufficient if this 
country had less than a preponderating 
power over the two-Power standard. 
There was nothing occult in that two- 
Power standard and it could be easily 
understood. It meant that we must be 
equal to any two Powers in the world 
with a margin of 10 per cent. over. Hon. 
Members seemed to think and Ministers 
to suggest that, because amiable relations 
were subsisting between England and 
other nations, therefore we need not 
increase our strength; but if he remem- 
bered aright there were no unamiable 
relations existing between this country 
and other countries in 1894. All the 
same, however, the Liberal Government 
then in power, because we had three 
battleships building and Germany six, 
projected a programme of seven battle- 
ships, six cruisers, and other vessels. 
Since then both Parties had been re- 
sponsible, and our policy had been to go 
on from strength to strength, and we had 
accepted the two-Power standard in 
order to maintain our position as a great 
sea Power and to meet the progress made 
by other Powers. That was a policy 
which we could adopt and define without 
being in the least out of sympathy with a 
desire for the friendliest relations. If we 
went to The Hague Conference saying 
that we were reducing our Navy we 
should go upon an absolutely false basis, 
because it was only the strongest nation 
with the largest Navy that could properly 
make any such request to the other 
nations there assembled. If we said 


Navy 


that we were reducing the expenditure 
upon the Navy because the burden was 


Sir Gilbert Parker. 
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too great, he thought the effect upon other 
nations would not be what we desired. 
It was only the strongest nation at the 
height of her shipbuilding power and at 
the moment when she was supreme in 
regard to her Navy which could properly 
come before the other nations and say— 
““We are prepared to limit our pro- 
gramme if you are prepared to limit 
yours.” If the Prime Minister went 
into The Hague Conference under present 
circumstances, however much we might 
desire to decrease armaments, we were 
not likely to achieve our object. No 
one would suggest that the attempt 
ought not to be made, but he thought we 
were not yet sufficiently in the temperate 
zone of international candour and sym- 
pathy to secure its success. Nations 
were proverbially selfish, and this nation, 
so far as its relations with its Colonies 
throughout the world were concerned, 
ought in its own interests and theirs to 
be selfish. If we laid our cards upon the 
table when we were at the greatest of our 
strength our prospect of success would be 
greater than if we reduced our force. 
If our cards were withheld on the other 
hand, it was perfectly well known how 
we stood in regard to naval power as 
compared with other countries. If in 
our great strength, however, we laid our 
cards upon the table foreign nations 
would know that this nation was prepared 
to bear the greatest burden that could be 
laid upon it, and if necessary to 
load itself with the greatest National 
Debt possible to carry out the duties 
imposed upon it by its Empire. If we 
went in that spirit we were much more 
likely to receive favourable consideration 
in European affairs than if we went in 
anything like a spirit of timidity or un- 
certainty as to the intention of this 
country to keep itself in the position it had 
occupied since the daysof Napoleon. We 
must be safe; if we were not there was 
no doubt we should be sorry for it. He 
thought they ought to have”some more 
explicit information as to the distribution 
of the Home Fleet than they had vet had. 
The right hon. Gentleman said that 
certain first-class battleships of a new 
type were to be retained in the Home 
Fleet, but if any ships of the seagoing 
fleets, such as the Atlantic or Medi- 
terranean, were withdrawn for repairs 
their place was to be taken by these first- 
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class battleships. That would weaken 
the Home Fleet which the right hon. 
Gentleman had represented as sufficient, 
but not too sufficient, for our needs in 
time of difficulty. It was not always 
easy to define a time of difficulty, and it 
was hardly possible that there could be 
any European naval war without our 
being drawn into it. Prince Hohenloe 
in his memoirs stated that on two occa- 
sions in his experience when Europe was 
on the verge of war, if warhad broken out 
England would have been brought in. 
He took it that the Home Fleet should be 
just as able to strike to-morrow as she 
would be to strike a year from now if a 
European war broke out. Lord Ports- 
mouth, speaking in another place, inquired 
who would expect that the Home Fleet 
would be required to go to war merely on 
the receipt of a telegram, or who would 
expect that the declaration of war would 
fall like a bolt from the blue? In other 
words, he meant that it must be preceded 
by strained relations with the country 
involved. But that did not always 
follow. Everyone knew that in such 
cases there might be diplomatic negotia- 
tions for a number of months and 
then war suddenly ensue. What had 
happened before was likely to occur 
again. But our Home Fleet could 
not go to war to-morrow. The third 
division of the Fleet would only perform 
services, coaling and so on, to the main 
Fleet. The second division, with nucleus 
crews, might be able to go to sea in the 
course of twenty-four hours,but they would 
have had no experience under their officers 


Navy 


or of manceuvring for any period of | 


time, without which no ship could possibly 
be an effective striking item of a fleet of 
war. The Atlantic Fleet, the Channel 
Fleet, and the Mediterranean Fleet could 
go to war to-morrow, but the Home 
Fleet, was not in the same position. If 
the right hon. Gentleman told the Com- 
mittee that our strength was so great 
that the Home Fleet need not be in 
perfect training, or perfectly ready, they 
would accept that assurance. But, as 
had been pointed out, if war broke 
out we should not have six months in 
which to make ready the Home Fleet. 
The blow would be struck at once, and 
the impact would be tremendous. The 
blow would be struck long before the 
ships of the Home Fleet could be ready 
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for active service or to stand beside the 
Atlantic or the Mediterranean Fleet in 
the attacks to be made on the enemy. It 
was with great modesty that he put 
these points to the right hon. Gentleman. 


*Mr. MURRAY MACDONALD 
(Falkirk Burghs) said the right hon. 
Member for Dover had stated that 
we ought to adhere inflexibly to the 
two-Power standard. Did the right hon. 
Gentleman mean by that what was really 
a two-Power standard, or the two-Power 
standard with a margin, which the right 
hon. Gentleman the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion on a former occasion suggested 
should be the measure of our strength ? 
He (Mr. Macdonald) desired to move to 
reduce the Vote by 8,000 men. He 
believed the strength of the two next 
most powerful navies in the world was 
96,000 men, and it was proposed by 
this Estimate to vote 128,000. We 
had, therefore, an excess of 34,000. That 
was in fact an excess that made our 
strength equal to a three- Power standard. 
Was that necessary ? He would repeat 
the question he had put on a 
previous occasion—what was there in the 
international situation to justify the 
maintenance of such an enormous estab- 
lishment as was proposed in the present 
Estimates? If his right hon. friend 
would satisfy him on that point he 
would most heartily support the pro- 
posals of the Estimate. It was the 
boast of the Party opposite that during 
the last few years of their administration 
they had pursued a policy of peace which 
had resulted in a more peaceable outlook 
for this country than had been enjoyed 
for the last forty years. He believed 
the present Government continued to 
pursue that policy. But though the policy 


was admirable ahd though the country 


as a whole must be grateful to those who 
had been responsible for it, it had not 
had the consequences which the country 
was entitled to expect should follow 
from it. What was the use of our 
policy, of our diplomacy, or of our 
cordial understandings if they were to 
have no effect in reducing our enormous 
establishments. He maintained that, 
by our present expenditure, we were 
depriving peace of all its advantages 
and anticipating the energies of war 
whenever they might be required. He 
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expressed the opinion that we should be alliances of that kind as being a cause 


much more formidable in war if, instead 


of following the present policy which | 


resulted in these swollen Estimates, we 
reduced expenditure and strengthened 
the spirit and promoted the real great- 
ness of our people. His right hon. 
friend had said that he regarded 
Vote 8 as the Vote that really deter- 
mined all the other Votes. He found 
that a little difficult to follow, but he was 
quite willing for the moment to accept 
this view, and when they came to dis- 
cuss Vote 8 he would move a reduction 
upon it. In the meantime he would like 
an assurance from the right hon. Gentle- 
man on two points. 
the shipbuilding programme would not 
be proceeded with until the Committee 


an opinion on it ; and the second was that 
that opportunity should be given before 
the meeting of the Colonial Conference. 
If he received those two assurances he 
would not press his Motion to a division. 
He begged to move. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 

“That 120,000 officers, seamen, and boys 
be employ ed for the said Services,’ _—(Mr. 
Murray Macdonald.) 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of Lon- 
don) with a view of concentrating 
attention upon certain questions which he 
particularly desired the Secretary of the 
Admiralty to reply to when he came 
to make his second statement on the 
Estimates of which he was incharge. He, 
therefore, would absolve himself and he 
hoped the Committee would absolve him 
from any examination of the particular 
reduction just moved. He would, 


The first was that | 


for the reduction of our armaments. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR thought the 
hon. Gentleman would see that that 
was a singularly misleading and untruth- 
ful way of looking at questions of foreign 
policy. It had a double disadvantage 
whether they looked at it from the side 
of the gain of a foreign alliance or the 
side of the security of the Empire. In the 
first place, the hon. Gentleman was going 
to effect this result. He openly avowed 
that the end to be gained by the alliance 
was the reduction of that effective force 
the possession of which was the real 
reason, of course, that the foreign nation 
desired our co-operation. The hon. 


had had an opportunity of expressing | Gentleman looked forward to a period 
’ 4 igi 


when the Government was not going 
to rely ona Fleet andan Army but on the 
spirit of the people. Well, he had always 
regarded an Army and a Navy as the 
spirit of the people in an organised and 
effective form. If they did not organise 
it he could assure the hon. Gentleman 
that the spirit of the people, however 
admirable and patriotic, and he hoped it 
would be both, would never have any 
value for the defence of these shores. 
Nor would it give the smallest inducement 
to any other nation to think that their 
weakness would be any in way protected 
from agression by our assistance. 


*Mr. MURRAY MACDONALD said he 
was sorry to interrupt, but his contention 


was that we might have establishments so 


however, make this comment upon the 


hon. Member’s speech. The hon. Mem- 
ber appeared to attach no value to the 
friendship of or alliances with foreign 
nations unless those friendships or 
alliances immediately produced an effect 
in diminishing the Estimates laid on the 
Table on the House. 


‘ment on 


*Mr. MURRAY MACDONALD: I do | 


not like to interrupt the right hon. Gentle- 
man, but I do attach great importance to 


large as to crush the spirit of the people 
and diminish its real greatness, and that 
by reducing expenditure we would really 
add to the greatness and strength of the 
people in the long run. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said that was 
the same argument in a new shape; 
but he did not wish to detain the 
Committee by entering into an argue 
broad generalities on the 
present occasion, because he wished 
to concentrate his observations on a more 
detailed view of the Estimates before 
them. In the debate of the previous day 
it was almost inevitable that a good many 
speakers should refer, not to the Board of 


those alliances, but it has hitherto been | Admiralty, or to the Government as 
the policy of this country to regard all: responsible for the Board of Admiralty, 


Mr. Murray Macdonald. 
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but to the Sea Lords, the professional | that we should have docks of a size to 
advisers constituting that Board. For|take in the new vessels—docks not 
his part he greatly regretted all such | merely here and there, but in as large 
references. , It was quite true that there | numbers as we could command, and 
was at the head of the Naval Board, at | in situations where they could be con- 
this moment, an Admiral of great genius | veniently made use of after, say, a naval 


and original powers, whose services to the 
country, in his judgment, had been very 
great indeed; but they had not got to 
deal with either the Sea Lords at the 
Admiralty, or any particular Sea Lord ; 
it was the Government, and the Govern- 
ment alone, who were responsible for the 
naval policy of the country. The late 
Government were responsible for the 
Estimates as long as they were in power, 
and that responsibility had been trans- 
ferred in toto to their successors in office, 
who, in his opinion, could not shelter 


/action. He understood the Government 
| proposed to mark time in regard to the 
/new works at the Firth of Forth, where 
|there were to be new docks capable 
'of accommodating the biggest battle- 
‘ships, and of immediately supplying 
them with the necessary repairs. If there 
/should be a battle in the North Sea, in 
'which the Channel Fleet were engaged, 
| say off Newcastle or off the Forth, where 
|were the nearest docks in which our 
| vessels could be fitted, and how many 
jsuch docks were there? He was 


Oe JS 


themselves under the authority of the | referring, of course, to the biggest ships, 
Sea Lords, except in purely technical | the new and biggest type of ship, for 
matters. Norought any attack upon the | which this special accommodation was 
naval policy of the country to be directed | more particularly required. And such 
it should be} docks as we had, were they always 


™"™ cra =~ Ww =O @ 


— so =. 





against the Sea Lords; 


directed against those, and those only, | available for the purposes for which they 
who were really responsible to this House. | were required? He was informed that 


That, he believed, to be a sound constitu- 
tional doctrine. There was one omission 
of considerable importance in the state- 
ment of the right hon. Gentleman in 
charge of the Estimates, which might have 
been unintentional, but which he thought 
it would be desirable he should fill up 
when he came to it again—he referred to 
the question of cruisers. There was no 
reference in the Estimates to any cruiser, 
except a single unarmoured cruiser, 
probably to be used in connection with 
torpedo destroyers. If that was so, if 
there was no provision of cruisers for the 
protection of commerce, or as an integral 
part of a fleet in being, it was a 
singular omission, and he thought 
justification ‘of it ought to be given 
in a very explicit form. A second 
question related to docks for the 
accommodation of and for repairing the 
new and very large ships now in the 
process of creation. In 1904 the Ad- 
miralty inaugurated a new system under 
which they found themselves the happy 
possessors of a great deal more harbour 
accommodation than they previously 
required, in proportion to the vessels 
they had to accommodate. But the 
increased size of our ships now carried 
With it some necessary cost on the other 
side, because it was absolutely necessary 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| all occasions. 


the two docks of adequate size at Ports- 
mouth were not always available for 
repairing ships, because they could not 
be used at all states of the tide, and on 
In connection with that 
question, perhaps the right hon. Gentle- 
man would refer to the reduced Estimate 
for loan works. If the reduction was 
due to the fact that we were abstaining 


‘from building these new docks, which 


|were really a vital necessity for the 


accommodation of our fleet, it was a 
policy the Government would do well 
to reconsider. The hon. and gallant 
Member for King’s Lynn had made an 
explicit statement that the Germans 
had in full commission a larger fleet of 
destroyers in home waters than we had 
in full commission in home waters. 
That had given him rather a disagreeable 
surprise, and he would like to have the 
Admiralty view upon it. With regard 
to the Home Fleet at the Nore, he under- 
stood the policy of the Government to 
be this. They started with arranging 
their ships in two series, constituting the 
first and second lines of defence. The 
first line of defence was of sea-going 
ships with full crews, ready in every 
respect to meet an enemy and constantly 
practising in blue water. The second 





line was manned with nucleus crews, 
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and it was truly believed that they could 
be made fit for sea in a relatively short 
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If anything like that were true—he 
was not arguing upon the mathematica! 


space of time. But the fact that these| accuracy of the figures—was it a wise 
nucleus crews were always on board, and! or prudent course to have these ships, 


went out and practised, made them’ 


far more effective and more to be 
relied upon than was the case under 


the old system, which required entirely | 
case of emergency. 
Admiralty was. 


new crews in 
That ‘plan of the 
started by the late Government and 
continued by the present Government. 
But the present Government had intro- 
duced a modification of the second line, 
and it was on that modification and 
development of the second line that he 
desired to have a little further infor- 
mation than they possessed at present. 
The advantage of having only a nucleus 
crew of two-fifths was of course a financial 
advantage. It was much cheaper to 
have the ships in harbour, practising 
occasionally only with crews of two- 
fifths, than if they were at sea with their 
full complement. 
gradually been forced, with regard to 
some of the best ships, to increase 
that nucleus until the word “nucleus” 
became wholly inaccurate. Twelve 
cruisers had got their full crews. They 
had risen out of the nucleus crew state, 
gradually, until they had now a crew 
as large as if they belonged to one of the 
sea-going fleets, and had all the advan- 
tages which naturally accrued from 
practising in blue water. Therefore, he 
supposed, as far as wages and food were 
concerned, and in short everything 
except coal, these twelve ships with 
full crews must be as costly as if they 
belonged to the sea-going Fleet. If they 
were as costly, were they as efficient ? 
As he understood the right hon. Gentle- 
man, they were not so efficient as they 
would be if they went to sea. He did 
not use that expression? What he said 
was that they had 70 per cent. of the 
practice of the sea-going fleets. As 
efficiency depended so much upon 
practice, if it was said a force had seven- 
tenths of the practice another force 
had, it was not an unfair inference that 
there was seven-tenths of the efficiency. 
If ships were equal in material strength 
and turn of speed, it would naturally 
be supposed that with sea-going ships 


having 30 per cent. more practice there : 


would be 30 per cent. more efficiency. 
Mr. A. J. Balfour, 


The Government had | 


which were not exactly in the first line 
and not exactly in the Reserve. but had 
their full crews and were almost as costly 
as the first line ? It might be capable of ex- 
planation, but it had not been explained, 
and he believed it was because the public 
had not understood the Government 
view that so much excitement was aroused 
during the winter and the early months 
of the present year, and which he hoped 
a full discussion of these Estimates would 
allay. An hon. Gentleman opposite 
had been very indignant at attacks 
made upon the Admiralty, but the Com- 
mit ee would in justice allow that the 
Opposition had done nothing to embarrass 
the Government or pour upon them un- 
deserved or unnecessary criticism. An 
explanation was required of what seemed 
to be a new anomaly. Formerly there 
was a sea-going Fleet and a Reserve 
Fleet, and now there was added something 
which was almost as expensive as a sea- 
going Fleet and yet had not the efficiency 
of the sea-going Fleet, and he desired to 
know what justification the Government 
had for introducing that new element, 
which was in neither the first nor the 
second line of defence, but which was 
attended by the inconveniences inevitably 
attaching to both categories. The only 
other point was one upon which he raised 
a question on Tuesday, whether anything 
was being done to show our flag under 
the new naval system in distant ports 
or on the coasts of barbarous or semi- 
civilised countries in some such manner 
as obtained before the recent reforms. 
Those reforms were carried out in the 
direction of economy, and he believed 
in the direction of fighting efficiency, but 
they carried with them corresponding 
weakness so far as diplomatic efficiency 
was concerned, and he wished to know if 
the Government were considering that 
matter or had any statement to make 
on it. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : Pa- 
trolling ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said what he 
meant was this. In the old days we had 
an immense number of ships not very 
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effective as fighting machines and not! be a sufficient answer to say that there 
very effective as cruisers, for they were| were no new cruisers in this year’s 
deficient in speed, they were not good | programme for the same reason that 
for war, and from that point of view | there were no new cruisers in last year’s 
were rightly got rid of. But those ships | programme. 

were eminently convenient and very | 
useful when the Foreign Office wanted) Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he would 
to show our flag in some quarter of the | have thought that the omission last year 
globe or off a Crown Colony desiring help | would have been an additional reason 
ina local emergency. There used to bea | for including the item in the present 
large number of those ships, but they had | year. The right hon. Gentleman seemed 
heen destroyed and nothing had been put to treat the question in a controversial 
in their place. Now that we had only | sense. 

efficient fighting ships, all we could do was | 
to send one of those, although not re-/ *Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON said 
quired for naval warfare in the sense he did not wish to import any con- 
understood in connection with a contest | troversial feeling. So far as he under- 
hetween civilised Powers. He would not | stood the question, no new cruisers were 
suggest a return to the old system, but | proposed because the Admiralty were 





it would seem that we must submit to) Seven 
some slight expenditure which would not | 
add to our fighting efficiency, but which | 
would conduce to peace and good govern- 
ment in distant parts of the Empire and | 
be a security against small risings and | 
small difficulties and have the effect of 
making the power of the Empire under- 
stood by far distant communities who 
otherwise might infer, never seeing our 
flag, that we were not prepared to 
support our interests in those waters. 
The Admiralty must have been con- 
sidering that difficulty, and he would 
be grateful not for a full statement 
on the point, but for any indication 
of the views of the Government upon it. 
He put these questions, not now arguing | 
upon the Government policy, and per- 
haps the Secretary to the Admiralty | 
would give the views of the Government | 
upon them. 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON said | 
he would gladly accede to the request. 
of the right hon. Gentleman, though 
it would be admitted that he could 
not be expected to give full answers 


to all the questions without notice. 
Ii he failed to give all the in- 


formation desired, he would supplement | 
his answers on a later day. The first 
question of the right hon. Gentleman 
was, ‘‘ Why were no cruisers included 
in this year’s Estimates?” He might | 
ask the right hon. Gentleman in return, | 
“Why were there no cruisers in last | 
year’s Estimates, which the late Govern- 
ment drew up?” He thought it would 


, consulting 
‘he would deal with it later on. 


advised they were not necessary. 
armoured cruisers were in course of 
construction, and there was no new 
demand except for an unarmoured cruiser 
to act as mother ship to destroyers. 
At the moment, without consulting his 


‘colleagues, he could not add to the in- 


formation on this subject already given 


to the House. The question of repairing 


accommodation he would not now go 
into, but would be quite prepared 
to deal with it later. As to how many 


| docks were capable of taking the ‘“‘ Dread- 


without 
advisers 3 
The 
question of works he postponed to Vote 
10. The reductions came about by 
revision and reduction of items and 
postponement of others, the burden of 
which would fall on future years. An 
explanation would be more convenient in 
connection with the naval works policy. 
Vote 10 would be taken upon a day-——not 
too late—to suit the convenience of hon. 
Members opposite. Upon the subject 
of German destroyers, he did not hear the 


nought,” he could not say 
his professional 


' statement of the hon. Member for King’s 


Lynn, and was not, therefore, prepared 


'to say if it was correct or not. 


Mr. BELLAIRS said he was referring 


| to the exact state of affairs last December 


when he said there were more destroyers 
in full commission in home waters for the 
Germans than there were in this country. 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON said 


that while adequate recognition had been 
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given to the sound constitutional doctrine | 


laid down many times in this House that 
the distribution of the Fleet was for 
the Admiralty, and for the Admiralty 
alone, and that their reasons could 
not always be divulged, because they 
were diplomatic and strategical, a great 
deal had been said already by way of 
criticism and by way of interrogatory 
which was only veiled criticism about the 
constitution of the Home Fleet. The 


particular point raised by the right hon. 
Gentleman appeared to be this. 


He said 
that the Home Fleet was only to have 70 
per cent. of the sea time of what were called 
the sea-going fleets. Of course they were 
all sea-going fleets in a sense, and none 
of them were sea-going in a sense. They 
were not always at sea. They spent 
a great deal of time in harbour. He did 
not suppose that the Mediterranean Fleet 
on the average spent more than 125 days 
at sea in the vear, and ien vears ago the 
average was about seventy-five days a 
year. At any rate, the fact was that the 
new Home Fieet in all its branches would 
have about 70 percent. of the sea time of 
the other Fleets which were, properly or 
improperly, called sea-going. It would 
have more sea time than some of the 
sea-going Fleets of four or five years ago. 
The right hon. Gentleman asked whether, 
if the Home Fleet ships were only to have 
70 per cent. of the sea time of the rest of 
the Fleet, there would not be a chance of 
their having only 70 per cent. of their 
efficiency. He did not know how that 
would work out as a rule of three sum. 
The assumption underlying it was that 
the only element to be taken into con- 
sideration was that of sea time. He 
would not admit until he had better 
proof that a Fleet which had 70 per cent. 
of the other’s sea time had only 70 per 
cent. of the other’s efficiency. That was 
only a partial view of the case. What he 
had to say in answer to the right hon. 
Gentleman’s suggestion was that the 
Home Fleet, consisting of the powerful 
Nore Division at the head and with the 
two other divisions behind it, and with 
the amount of sea time it would have, 
taken in conjunction with the sea-going 
fleets, would result in the production of a 
Navy as a whole much stronger and more 
efficient and having on the average more 
sea-time than the Navy before this new 
development. The right hon. Gentle- 


Mr. Edinund Robertson, 
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man had said rightly that so far as 
the Nore Division was concerned, and so 
far as the fully-manned ships were con- 
cerned, the result must be that there could 
be no saving on Vote1l. That, he thought, 
might be taken for granted. He thought 
the right hon. Gentleman had correctly 
indicated that the only quarter in which 
a saving might be expected was in coal 
consumption. He had tried, but had not 
been able to satisfy himself what the 
amount of that hypothetical or possible 
saving might be. The right hon. Gentle- 
man had adverted to the fact that two or 
three years ago a great scrapping took 
place under his own auspices. The result 
had been that if the efficiency of the 
British Navy had been triplicated, as the 
right hon. Gentleman said it was, for war 
purposes, it had also been, accordingly 
to him, weakened for certain peace pur- 
poses. He had asked what they were 
going to do. Well, the policy of scrap- 
ping the Navy was the right hon. Gentle- 
man’s policy—he was not challenging or 
denouncing it—and he would have 
thought that with his present views he 
might have been expected to have au 
answer ready, and if he had an answer 
ready he was sure he would have sug- 
gested to him what he ought to recom- 
mend the Admiralty to do. 






























Me. A. J. BALFOUR said he might 
remind the right hon. Gentleman and the 


Committee that he said the other day that 
this very problem was under consideration 


when the late Government left office, and 
it would no doubt have been dealt with 
had they remained in office. When 
they made an enormous change in their 


system, as they did in 1904-5, it had 
collateral 


consequences all of which 
were not necessarily foreseen at the 
time, and they met them as the necessities 
showed themselves. All he asked was 
how the Government were meeting them. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON said he 
was not trying to pick a quarrel with the 
right hon. Gentlemen’s question, and he 
only sought to answer it in the spirit in 
which it had been asked. The right hon. 
Gentleman had asked how they were going 
to supply the places of those small ships 
which formerly performed police duties 
in outlying portions of the Empire. The 
fact he believed to be this. The question 





104 


had 
by 
(01 
Col 
was 
q ue 
The 
Adi 
dep 
ade 
the 

oth 
of f 
of 1 
evel 
But 
that 
shor 
only 
all 

it, a 
pres 
best 
fanc 
he { 
Con: 
the 

to tl 
put 

He « 
mat 
had 
of tl 
his ¢ 
As t 
hon. 
on Ww 
rane 
to sa 
he w 
the 

Was 

attac 
or or 
ment 
perfe 
ous § 
the 

impu 
That 
in his 
papel 
Was 

sure 

right 
sav t 
that 

had 





1044 


ir as 
id so 
con- 
ould 
ught, 
ught 
ectly 
Thich 
coal 
1 not 

the 
sible 
ntle- 
vO or 
took 
esult 
the 
; the 
war 
ingly 
pur- 
were 
Tap 
ntle- 
ig or 
have 
s he 
P all 
swer 
sug: 
conl- 


ight 
ithe 
that 
tion 
and 
with 
Vhen 
their 
had 
hich 

the 
‘ities 

was 
nem. 


d he 
. the 
d he 
it in 
hon. 
oing 
ships 
aties 
The 
stion 




















1045 Navy {7 Marcu 1907} Estimates, 1907-8. 1046 





had been mooted, quite informally as yet, | weekly paper which in other days harm- 
by several of the other departments of the | lessly devoted itself to the psychology 
Government—the Foreign Office, the|of dogs and the theology of women, 
(Colonial Office, and the India Office. Hej and which had now turned its attention 
vas not aware of that when asked a | less harmlessly to naval affairs. 

question on the subject the other day. ; 
The belief, in fact the assertion, of the! Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN (Wor- 
Admiralty was that all demands of the | cestershire, E.) hoped that before the 
departments had up to this time been | debate closed the right hon. Gentleman 
adequately met. That was part of! would give the Committee some more 
the answer he gave to the question the | information in regard to the question 
other day. He was told that in point | of cruisers. It was not an adequate 
of fact there had been a larger showing | answer to the inquiries that had 
of the flag, and by larger ships, than | been made to say that cruisers were not 
ever took place under the old system. | being built now because they were 
But whether that was so or not, whether | not required this year. Was it true 
that was sufficient or not, the question of | that cruisers were being built by foreign 
showing the flag had been raised, although | governments? The hon. Member for 
only informally on the part, he thought, of | King’s Lynn, who was an expert, had 
all the great departments interested in| given the Committee the information 
it, and the Admiralty in answer had ex- | that foreign Powers were building fast 
pressed entire willingness to consider the | and powerful cruisers, and he pressed the 
best means of meeting those demands. He | right hon. Gentleman the Secretary to 
fancied that the immediate result would | the Admiralty to give a more reasoned 
he the appointment of a Departmental | explanation of the attitude of the Ad- 
Conference or Committee to consider | miralty in not laying down any fresh 
the whole question. He had answered | cruisers. He hoped the right hon. 
tothe best of his ability the five questions | Gentleman in his reply would also deal 
put to him by the right hon. Gentleman. | with the question of dock accommoda- 
He only wished to refer to one personal tion. He believed that for ships of the 
matter to which the right hon. Gentleman | « Dreadnought”? class we had three or 
had drawn attention. He had spoken | four docks at Plymouth, and two locks at 
of the attacks which had been made on | Portsmouth in the entrance to the basin 
his distinguished friend Sir John Fisher. | which could be used as docks. [* No. 
4s to the comment made by the right | no.”] Perhaps his recollection was 
ion. Gentleman the Member for Dover | at fault. We had docks at Plymouth 
onwhat he had said with reference to the | and also at Portsmouth which could 
rancorous Press campaign, he wished only be used at inconvenient intervals. 
tosay that when he spoke of that matter | Was it not urgent that we should begin to 
he was not thinking of the attacks on | build on the East Coast a dock capable 
the Admiralty as a corporation, nor) of accommodating those large ships, 
was he by any means thinking of the | instead of postponing what was designed 
attacks on the Government as a whole, | to be carried.out at Rosyth? He did 
or on individual members of the Govern- | not think that it ever was the intention 
ment. What he had in his mind was a/of the Admiralty immediately to carry 
perfectly villainous sentence—an atroci- | out the whole Rosyth scheme of a naval 
ous sentence levelled at the Sea Lords at | base, but to make it capable of extension. 
the beginning of the campaign and | But it was urgent that we should have a 
imputing dishonourable motives to them. | dock on the East Coast sufficiently large 
That was the sort of language he had | to take in those large vessels. If there 
inhis mind. He would have sent for the | were in existence private docks of that 
paper if he had known that the matter | capacity he would like to know whether 
was to be referred to. He was quite | they were accessible at all states of the 
sure that if he showed the paper to the | tide and whether they would be available 
right hon. Gentleman he would at once | when the Government needed them. 
say that he could by no means defend | Then, as to the Nore Division of the 
that kind of warfare. One daily paper |Home Fleet, his right hon. friend had 
had distinguished itself, and also a! said_that many of the ships composing 
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it had been withdrawn from the Medi- 
terranean Fleet, and that it would be as 
expensive as a sea-going fleet, except as | 
regarded coal consumption. He be- | 
lieved that that was true, and that the | 
saving of coal would be very small com- | 
pared with that of a sea-going fleet. The 

question was whether they would not 

sacrifice more in efficiency than they 

would save in money He had spent 

five years at the Admiralty and he re- 

membered a well-known Admiral who said 

that he never would be a party to refusing 

expenditure on coal, because that ex- 

penditure was the measure of the pre- 

paration of the Fleet for war. Was 

the saving which the Admiralty proposed 

to make on coal worth the having? He, 

himself, thought that they were paying 

too high a price for it; and that was a 

point which the right hon. Gentleman 

the Secretary to the Admiralty had not 

dwelt upon at all. 


*Tue CIVIL LORD or tHe ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr. LamsBert, Devonshire, South 
Molton) said that the reason why the 
Admiralty were not laying down 
cruisers was that they had got three 
great cruisers of the “ Invincible” class 
building, and the Board of Admiralty, 
having surveyed the building programme 
of foreign Powers, saw no necessity for 
laying down more at present. 


Mr. AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN asked 
if that was sufficient as against the 
programme the foreign Powers were now 
laying down. 


*Mr. LAMBERT said that with regard 
to the programmes which the foreign 
Powers had decided upon, the Admir- 
alty felt that it would be sufficient to 
consider what they proposed to do during 
the next three or four years. They were 
not contemplating what might happen 
in 1920. They had at the present 
moment several cruisers, which would 
meet the situation. With regard to 
docks, there were five Government docks 
in the country, capable of taking the 
largest type of vessels. There was also 
a good number of private docks. Of the 
five Government docks there were four 
(including a lock) at Keyham, and one 
at Portsmouth. In regard to Rosyth, 
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that question was very explicitly dealt 
Mr. Austen Chamberlain. 
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with in 
Lord of the Admiralty. They were 
expending £10,000 in completing the pre- 
liminary plans and investigations which 
were necessary before the work there could 
be proceeded with. The engineers who 
were there would remain for the present, 
The matter was a very difficult one, and, 
as the Committee would see, it was 
essential that they should proceed with 
caution. There was another question about 
the Home Fleet, which required clearing 
up. The Leader of the Opposition had said 
they were only giving seven-tenths of sea- 
going time to the Home Fleet, and he 
referred to the Nore Division. The Nore 
Division was to include six battleships, 
six cruisers, and forty-eight destroyers 
fully manned. The explanation of the 
remark of the right hon. Gentleman 
was that that squadron, being the Home 
Fleet, would not leave Home waters, and 
therefore would not be at sea as much as 
the Channel and Atlantic Fleets. The 
Channel Fleet went the other day to 
Lagos, and if the Home Fleet manceuvred 
in Home waters they would not be at sea 
as long as the Channel Fleet. But in 
reality it was intended that the Home 
Fleet should be as efficient as anv seagoing 
fleet in the Empire. He thought he need 
not say anything about the suggestion 
made by the hon. and gallant Gentleman 
opposite that they should have a Naval 
Lord signing a statement made by the 
First Lord of the Admiralty. That was 
sufficiently dealt with by the Leader of the 
Opposition. Ofcourse they desired at the 
Board of Admiralty to take — full 
responsibility and not to single out 
any particular member, however dis- 
tinguished he might be, for special respon- 
sibility. That was a sound constitutional 
doctrine which would certainly be 
followed by the present Board. He might 
say in passing that he was very gladindeed 


to hear from the hon. and gallant Member, | 


who was an expert in these matters, a 
warm commendation of the proposed 
system of training officers. Such 
commendation coming from the hon. 
and gallant Gentleman would be a 
great encouragement to the Board of 
Admiralty. His hon. friend the Member 
for Lowestoft had raised the question of 
docking the ships. They were usually 
docked once a year, but the torpedo 
boat destroyers and such like craft were 
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docked every six months. The whole | ships had no crews at all, and that was 
question however was being gone intovery | one of the advantages that they derived 
carefully, and if necessary the big ships ‘from the Home Fleet. 

would be docked oftener. He could | 


have said a great deal about the Press | #3 J. BRUNNER (Cheshire, North- 
campaign and the regrettable change of wich) seconded the Motion of the hon. 
policy, as the right hon. Member for Member for Falkirk Burghs. He did not 
Dover called it, in founding the Home | propose to go into details or figures, for he 
Fleet, but he would only say that the | 13 much impressed by what fell from 
change was suggested to the Govern- | the right hon. Member for Dover when he 
ment by their skilled advisers. | warned those who were not experts against 
: , entering upon details. He had at all 

Mr. WYNDHAM said he had specially | times can aati for the advice of the 
guarded himself from expressing an yi¢ht hon. Gentleman, and he had a 
opinion on the strategic distribution of | oreater regard for that advice since he had 
the Fleet. But under the old system, | \itnessed the gallant struggle made by the 
besides the sea-going fleet of thirty-two / right hon. Gentleman’s Leader with those 
battleships, which was the same number | details. He heard a night or two ago a 
as at present (including the six at the chance scrap of conversation between two 


Nore), there were fourteen battleships yfombers of the House who were talking 


: : es | 
in the second line with nucleus crews, | tog>ther on their way to the Liberal lobby. 
bound to be at sea for a certain stated 


‘ -d | One of them said, ‘‘ Thes> fellows care 
time every year, and ready to go to sea in | nothing about the Navy if they can only 
twenty-four hours; but under the new : : 


2 - ‘keep their taxes down.” For himself 
system, if they added the Nore squadron |}, sl not concerned at the moment about 
to the seagoing line they had only seven | keeping his taxes down, and he did not 
battleships in anything like an immediate | think that he could have any hope of doing 
state of preparation for the Reserve. | ., in this Radical House of Commons. He 
That gave an apparent diminution of | had witnessed some scenes in the precincts 
the Reserve, which had not been fully | of the House which were scandalous be- 
explained. He would like to know cause of the unholy joy expressed by his 
what there was in the Special Commission nearest and dearest friends when thev 
ships which made the seven ships in the | tajked of their hope of hitting him by 
Home Fleet (not including the six at] eans of a graduated income-tax. His 
the Nore) as good as the fourteen a, only chance was to wait until the 
ships which were in the old Special] next Tory Government came in when 
Reserve. they would go in for broadening the basis 
of taxation, which to his mind meant 


Mr. LAMBERT said that, of course, he making the poor pay more in order that 


did not intend to suggest that the forma- the rich should pay less. His object was 
tion of the Home Fleet had added battle- arnt Se teva, bull ei lage ae 
ships to the Navy. But they had not taken | U0’ “0 TeCuee Us Taxes, Du fo fave we 
vt battleships from the Navy, The | @oney raised by taxation better spent. 


; : Pacer, There was so much to be done for the 

- gar og ee people of the United Kingdom at the 
: © *|common cost that there was nothing to 
hope for in the way of reduction of tax- 
ation except through the gradual growth 
of income through the increase of popu- 
‘ 4 lation itself. His object was to aid and 
about the fleet in Special Reserve, the support as far as “a could the Prime 
First Lord’s statement said— Minister in his wish expressed in a never- 
gee osc pa of ‘e = a a to-be-forgotten speech in December, 1905, 

e a 1a 2 . : 

fear id tain ik se hoon fit Sie santtin, when he held before them the idea that 
and provided with crews sufficient to keep the | Our country should be at the head of a 
machinery in good order, and the ships ready | league of peace. In his opinion never had 
for the duty required of them.” a Ministry started with a loftier aim, and 
That, of course, was a great improve- | he thanked the Prime Minister from the 
ment on the old system when those} bottom of his heart for that declaration. 


had the sole responsibility for the dis- 


the right hon. Gentleman’s question 
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He asked the Committe to lay down, how- | Navy weshould have three years hence 


ever, that the Navy Estimates were not 


in consonance with that declaration of the | 
Prime Minister. For many years both great | 


Parties, indeed all Parties in this House, 


had been agreed that our Navy should | 


be sustained on a two-Power standard, 
but the right hon. Gentleman the 
Member for Dover had spoken of making 
a plain British statement which he 
appeared to think would appeal to 
plain British intellects. 


warning that had been addressed many 
times to theologians and which should 
also be addressed to politicians, and 
that was not to use words in a non- 
natural sense. The right hon. Gentle- 
man had talked about equality with a 
margin, but the plain British intellect 
did not understand a two-Power stand- 
dard which meant a Navy with a margin 
of 30 or 50 or 80 per cent. above the 
combined fleets of anv two other nations. 
The two-Power standard met with uni- 
versal consent both in this House and 
out of it. To our great national misfortune 
that standard had been more and more 
widely departed from, mainly under the 


He thought the | 
right hon. Gentleman ought to take the | 


guidance of the present Leader of the | 


Opposition. He at any rate claimed 
to press the view that all exp:nditure 
beyond the two-Power standard was 
worse than waste. 


If the two-Power | 


standard was the ideal of patriots in days | 


gone by, why should it not be so now? 


Let the Committee consider for a moment 


the changes that had taken place since | 
| gretted that so little time was available 


1895. Japan, the next great naval 
Power, was our ally. France, the next, 
was our friend, and all he would say 
about Russia was that our relations with 
her were better than they used to be. 
That they might be still better was a 
prayer to which he said “ Amen” with all 
his heart. He thought our Navy was 


infinitely larger than was necessary for a | 


two-Power standard and his dearest wish 
was to go back to thatstandard. He read 
these Estimates with a bitter regret which 
had not been lessened by the promise to 
strike off one “Dreadnought” if that 
proposal met with a favourable response 
at The Hague Conference. He still hoped 
his right hon. friend would enlarge that 
offer. As he read the figures of a two- 


| there was a margin far larger than was 
represented by the striking off of one 
“Dreadnought.” He asked his right hon, 
friend frankly to offer to The Hague 
Conference to come down to the two-Power 
standard. Suchan offer would satisfy all] 
the nations of the world of our sincerity, 
|He was afraid that not until that offer 
had been made would the right hon. 
Gentleman have done all that he could 
do in the matter. If he made that offer 
he would at one stroke put the country 
in the proud position he claimed for it in 
the speech delivered fifteen months ago 
and earn the gratitude. not only of every 
living subject of the Empire, but of 
generations to come. 


Mr. JENKINS (Chatham) said he 
could not follow the recommendations 
of the Government in so far as they 
appertained to the reduction of men 
in the Navy. To _ reduce strength 
‘by 1,000 men was a serious proposal. 
| The Admiralty should have given in their 
| Memorandum such information as would 
have enabled the Committee to form an 
estimate as to whether the British Navy 
was or was not under-manned. Speak- 
ing from the Labour Benches he was glad 
to have the Prime Minister’s assurance 
that it was the intention of the Govern- 
ment to keep to the two-Power standard. 
He was in sympathy with the whole of 
the arguments from Conservative Mem- 
bers in reference to this matter. It was 
not a political question. He only re- 


‘for the discussion of this Vote., In 
alluding to the fact that the Admiralty 
‘had considered it wise to build vessels of 
‘such huge size as the “‘ Dreadnought,” 


he asked why there were only two naval 


bases where there were dry docks avail- 
able for such ships. In his opinion every 
naval base should have a dry dock large 
enough to take our largest vessels. He 
‘appealed to the Secretary to the Ad- 
miralty to be careful in reducing the 
number of men. He urged him to pro- 
ceed slowly in that direction. He re- 
minded the right hon. Gentleman that 
they had been told in a few years they 
would have many ships built. Trade 
was bad and at present they could build 


Power standard and the figures given by | a ship without paying overtime. The 
the Financial Secre‘ary in describing the | 1,000 men who were going to be dismissed 


Sir ot Brunner. 
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must have some place to lay their heads. 
He believed there should be some reform, 
but he did not believe in a reform which 
would bring disaster on a large number of 
families. This session and last theHouse 
had been dealing with the question of the 
unemployed. The President of the Local 
Government. Board was not yet ready 
with his Bill. But the problem must 
be faced, and he held by the dis- 


missals that had taken place in the) 


Royal Dockyards during the last four or 
five years homes had been devastated by 
the effort to effect cheapness. That was 
false economy, especially when they had 
such excellent testimony from the Secre- 
tary to the Admiralty as to the superior 
character of the work in the building of 
the ‘* Dreadnought.” He _ believed 


in the nationalising of undertakings ; 
indeed, the Government dockyards 


could build as successfully as private | 


firms, and it would be a cheaper policy to 
give their work to the dockyards than to 
place it with private contractors. The 
work would be done quite as _ efficiently 
and more economically. He was _pre- 
pared to sav that on six battleships 
£270,000 could have been saved, if they 
had been built in the Royal dockyards, 
compared with the cost of building them 
in private yards. He hoped the right 
hon. Gentleman would see his way, in 
times of peace and when he had the means 
at his disposal,‘o prepare for any emer- 
gency which might arise from any diffi- 
culty with foreign nations or from the 
boom of trade which the President of the 
Board of Trade said they were to have 
by-and-bye. As to the grievances from 
which British naval men sufered, he 
wished to draw attention to a class who 
were indispensable. They were told by 
Lord Tweedmouth that they had not a 
sufficient number of stokers for the 
British Navy. What about the stoker ? 
He was a man who worked down in the 
depths of the ship in a temperature of 
from 170 to 180 degrees. What were 
the conditions of his labour? It would 
astound the Commi tee to learn that he got 
the very moderate sum of Is. 8d. a day 
on entering His Majesty’s Navy. No 
wonder the Navy was undermanned so 
far as stokers were concerned. He would 
hesitate a long while before he would 
accept a position of that character, when 
work was to be done in such conditions. 
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While the people of the nation were at 
ease and sleeping sweetly, men were giving 
their services at 1s. 8d. a day, pay which 
was increased to ls. 9d., then to 2s., then 
to 2s. 3d., and so forth. A stoker on a 
tramp steamer got £4 a month with his 
food provided, and with no such grave 
restrictions upon him as were imposed in 
the Navy; nor was he so long away from 
his home as the naval stoker, who had 
to work in a huge and complicated 
machine for £2 10s. a month. He won- 
dered that the Admiralty did not consider 
the position of the stokers. He felt 
it incumbent upon him to thank the 
Secretary to the Admiralty for what he 
had done in reference to the dockyards, 
where the principle had been recognised 
that when the Admiralty were visiting the 
dockvards, the representives of the men 
might go to them with their petitions and 
place their case before them. Was it too 
much to ask that the right hon. Gentle- 
man would allow the stokers to place 
their case before the Admiralty? It 
was evident that the position of the 
stokers had not been represented to the 
Board by the highest officers of the 
Fleets. If it had, he would hold a 
very poor opinion of the Board of Ad- 
miralty which allowed such a condition 
of things to remain unaltered. He 
ventured to hope that the right hon. 
Gentleman would agree that the various 
grades should be enabled to present 
their case in a manner similar to that 
which was allowed in the case of the 
dockyard men. Another class of men, 
whose position was a little higher than 
that of the stokers from the monetary 
point of view, were the naval writers. 
That class had received no advances, 
so far as their conditions of service were 
concerned, since 1867, and when one 
read of the way in which they were paid 
it really stirred one to the core. He 
found that the third-class writers. 
entering at the age of eighteen years, 
well-educated and with great respon- 
sibilities, were paid 2s. a day and 
rated as able seamen. In the second 
vear they received 3s. per day; after 
five years, 4s. a day; and after twenty- 
two years service, 5s. 6d. a day, for 
practically the position of an accountant 
on board the ship. That, in his opinion, 
was a disgrace to the Board of Admiralty, 
seeing that they knew and would not 
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consider the position of these men. He 
repeated that these were matters which 
deserved the consideration of the Ad- 
miralty. If they had a strong and 
powerfully built ship, it should contain 
a peaceful and happy crew, especially 
when they remembered that the men 
were deprived of the comforts of home. 
If they were allowed to place their case 
before the Admiralty he was certain 
that there would be an attempt to 

redress their grievances. Another class 
of men were carpenters’ crews. 
be said that was the class to which he 
belonged, but he was only going to 
speak of them from the naval point 
of view, because the men were helpless 
themselves. If they were engaged by 
private firms, they would be able to put 
their case before their employers. The 
carpenter's crew consisted of the black- 
smith, the cooper, the joiner, and the ship- 
wright. It would surprise the Committee 
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And, it being a quarter-past Eight of 
the clock, and there being Private Busi. 
ness set down by direction of the Chair- 
man of Ways and Means under Standing 
Order No. 8, further proceeding was 
postponed without Question put. 


GREAT NORTHERN AND CITY RAIL. 
WAY BILL [By OrDER}. 


Order for Second Reading read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 


| ** That the Bill be now read a second time 


to hear that the cooper, the joiner, and the 


blacksmith each received 2s. 4d. a day, 


and they graduated until they had passed | 
the various stages and could take warrant | 


rink, at 5s. 6d. a day. 
was that the case of these men, jwith the 


What he asked 


whole of the other classes—he referred to | 


the lower deck men—should be considered 
by the Admiralty Board, and he appealed 
to the right hon. Gentleman to use his 
best influence in their behalf. He knew 


the Secretary to the Admiralty’s sym- | 
pathy lay somewhat in that direction. He | 


wished further to refer to the fact that 
martial law in the British Navy did not 
apply to men of the lower deck. He had 
received from the Secretary to the 
Admiralty some assurance that this 
matter would obtain favourable con- 
ideration. But up to the present 
the same condition of things prevailed. 
A man who was charged with having been 


time.” 


*Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) moved 
that the Bill be read a second time that 
day six months. He opposed it on behalf 
of the Corporation of the City of London, 
He said the Bill was promoted by the 
Great Northern and City Railway Com- 
pany for the purpose of obtaining a 
revival of powers for the purchase of 
land and for extending the time for the 
completion of the works of the intended 
extension of the company’s line authorised 
by their Act of 1902, from the present 
terminus at Finsbury Pavement along 
and under Moorgate Street to the corner 
of Lothbury. The time for the purchase 
of lands under the Act expired on the 
8th of August 1905. It was proposed to 
revive those powers for a period of two 
years from the passing of the Bill. The 
time for the completion of the railway and 
works expired on the 8th of August next, 
and it was proposed to extend that 
time for three years. The City 
Corporation opposed the granting of the 
original powers mainly on two grounds; 


‘first, that the extension in question was 
‘unnecessary and that the slight con- 


asleep—at any rate that was the story— | 


without having the power to appeal to a 


court martial, was suddenly disrated and | 
‘important north and south route and 


put on the rating of a seaman. Surely 
in this country, where we had Courts 
of justice, and where even the criminal 
could make his appeal, men in the service 
of their country, with a long record of 
excellent conduct, ought to have an 


opportunity of appealing to a court 


martial, and to have their case thoroughly 
ment with the City and South London 


sifted. 
Mr. Jenkins. 


venience of conveyance for a distance 
of 420 yards further did not justify the 
heavy expense involved; and secondly, 
because the short piece of line proposed 
would occupy the way beneath part ofan 


seriously interfere with more useful and 
comprehensive schemes of locomotion. 
The Corporation were of that opinion still, 
and therefore opposed any revival or 
extension of the powers. The com- 


‘pany’s present terminus was in direct 
-and convenient communication by 4 


short subway beneath Finsbury Pave- 
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Electric Railway, which ran to the Bank 
along the same route as the proposed 
extension, with through fares. The com- 
pany’s existing line was not financially 
successful, and the fact that the company 
had failed to take any steps to use the 
powers granted them five years ago, which 
they now sought to revive and extend, 
was proof that the construction of the 
extension by them was a financial im- 
possibility. The sole object of the Bill 
was to enable the company to continue 
to hold statutory powers over the route 
in question so as to exclude other schemes, 
and he submitted that Parliament should 
not assist the company in such a course. 
If in the future the company found 
themselves able profitably to undertake 
the projected extension and the route 
was still unoccupied, they could then 
apply to Parliament again for the neces- 
sary powers, but until there was reasonable 
probability of the company’s exercising 
any powers they sought he submitted 
that no fresh ones should be conferred 
upon them. He contended that the 
company had not followed the usual 
course in applying for a revival of powers, 
which was to apply in the session im- 
mediately following the expiration. The 
company, however, had allowed eigh een 
months to elapse before even making up 
their minds to ask for the revival of the 
powers which expired in August 1905, 
and the present application was merely 
to avoid the inquiry and examination 
which would ensue upon a fresh applica- 
tion. The landowners and others con- 
cerned (including the Corporation) 
naturally regarded the scheme as dead, 
and if it was to be sanctioned again it 
should be after complete inquiry and 
reconsideration of the whole schem», 
and no’ by way of a mere revival of 
powers as proposed by the Bill. 
He opposed the Second Reading 
on the part of the City Corporation. 
He had nothing to say against the railway 
as it now existed. It ran from the 
uorthern end of Moorgate Street to 
Holloway and Finsbury Park, and he re- 
wetted that it was not a paving line. 
Five years back the company got 
their Act to extend the railway, but from 
that time till now they had done nothing 
whatever to carry out the proposed ex- 
tension. In addition he might inform 
the House that the Corporation opposed 





the Bill in 1902, because they thought 
the extension unnecessary, and therefore, 
a waste of money, and he thought the 
proposed station at Lothbury would 
interfere with the street traffic, and as 
every Member of the House knew, that 
was a matter of the first importance in 
the City of London. Bearing in mind 
that over 1,250,000 people came into and 
had to be got out from the City every 
week-day, the Corporation had been driven 
to the conclusion (and this agreed with 
the advice of the police) that the passen- 
gers must not be brought to, or dumped 
down at or near one central spot, but 
that the stations must be distributed over 
the City area. He had been told that the 
company wanted more lift accommoda- 
tion at their present terminus. That they 
must otherwise provide for and he would 
not oppose it. He proposed to ask 
the House to read the Bill a second time 
on that day six months, because he 
wanted to save the ratepayers the ex- 
pense of opposing it in Committee. He 
appealed to the House to assist them in 
the proper regulation of the trafficlto and 
from the City, and he made the same 
appeal to the Board of Trade; although 
he was afraid that that Board was gener- 
ally more inclined to help the companies 
than the local authorities. He begged 
to move. 


Mr. SMEATON (Stirlingshire) — for- 
mally seconded the Motion. 


Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out the word ‘now,’ and at the 
end of the Question to add the words ‘ upon 
this day six months.’ ”—(Mr. Morton.) 


Question proposed, “ That the word 
‘now,’ stand part of the Question.” 
as +4 
THe PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY to tae BOARD or TRADE (Mr. 
KeEARLEY, Devonport) said his hon. 
friend the Member for Sutherland had 
stated very clearly and accurately that 
this Bill sought for a renewal of the 
powers granted to the Great Northern 
and City Railway in 1902. Their com- 
pulsory powers for the acquisition of 
land had actually expired, whereas the 
powers to construct the extension of the 
line did not expire until August next. 
The company were now seeking renewed 
202 
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powers for the construction of a short 
piece of railway and revived powers for 
the compulsory acquisition and purchase 
of land. With regard to the acquisition 
of land he was informed by the railway 
company that they only proposed to use 
the compulsory powers for the acquisi- 
tion of land at Lothbury, where the 
exigencies of a station might require more 
space. His hon. friend was an old 
opponent of the scheme, having given 
evidence against it on behalf of the Cor- 
poration before the Committee in 1902. In 
that year the hon. Member put his 
case before the Committee, and so far 
as he had been able to foliow his grounds 
of objection on the present occasion they 
were practically the same. The hon. 
Member said he spoke for the City 
Corporation in regard to the Bill, but he 
was rather afraid that he had not the 
full hearted backing of the City Corpora- 
tion. 


Mr. MORTON said the Parliamentary 
Secretary was wrongly advised, because 
the City Corporation had requested him 
to take the question up, and they were 
absolutely unanimous in regard to it. 


¥® Mr. KEARLEY said that he would, of 
course, accept the hon. Member’s state- 
ment. First of all, the hon. Member 
said this extension was not needed, and 
that it would be very little use if the 
House granted it. He had stated that in 
the judgment of the Corporation the rail- 
way terminus would be very much better 
where it was, because if the extension were 
allowed it would result in the traffic’s 
being brought into the centre of the City, 


and the discharging of passengers 
from the various exits would add to 


the congestion in that particular neigh- 
bourhood. He had prophesied that the 
railway company would not be able to 
surmount the difficulty in regard to the 


necessary ways and means. But the 
hon. Member failed to convince the 
Committee of that. The Committee 


heard him fairly, and his case was sup- 
ported by witnesses and counsel. The hon. 
Member had brought forward nothing 
new on the present occasion to justify 
the rejection of the Bill. 
was much stronger in 1902 than now, 


because he was able to argue that the 
railway had not constructed its main | 


Mr. Kearley. 
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it had had powers for ten years. From 
what the hon. Member said it might 
be supposed that the railway company 
was making some most exceptional 
request in asking for a renewal of powers; 
but the fact was that, with one exception 
no one single “Tube” railway had 
carried out the powers conferred by 
Parliament without coming back for a 
renewal of those powers. The Central 
London Railway, the position of which was 
above question, which paid a dividend, 
and which was of the greatest public 
utility, was authorised in 1891, and came 
back in 1894, and again in 1899 for an 
extension of time. The Baker Street and 
Waterloo Railway was authorised in 1893, 
and came back to the House in 1896, 
in 1899, and in 1902. The Charing Cross 
and Euston Railway was authorised in 
1893, and came back to the House in 
1898 and 1902. The only exception 
was the Waterloo and City Railway, 
which was constructed with London and 
South-Western money. He thought there 
was even some special justification for 
a railway at this moment asking for a 
renewal of powers, for, as everyone knew, 
the financial condition of affairs was 
exceptional. Money was dear and did 
not flow freely into undertakings of this 
kind. The amount of railway construc- 
tion going on, even on the rich lines, was 
the smallest since 1894, and as to light 
railways, he was told that of the lines 
authorised from 1897 onwards less than 
10 per cent were under construction. 
The hon. Member had suggested that the 
railway was not in a flourishing condition ; 
but it was early days to judge whether 
the railway was successful or not. Even 
if the venture was not successful he did 
not think they had anything to complain 
of if people liked to embark money in a 
tube railway in the very heart of London. 
He did not agree, however, that the 
venture was hopeless. The 


of people, an increase of 1,000,000 over 
the previous year. 

Mr. MORTON: Has 
dividend ? 


it paid any 


Mr. KEARLEY said his hon. friend 
was aware that there were many good 
undertakings which were not paying 


railway | 
brought into the city last year 14,000,000 
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a dividend at present. 
reason why the railway should not 
extend is line. He thought he had said 
enough to justify him in asking the 


and enable it to go to a Committee. If 
any argument were necessary he would | 
refer to the Royal Commission on London | 
Traffic, which had all the Tube Bills | 
before it, and which stated that when all | 
the railways already authorised had 
been completed the most practicable 
part of the railway communication 
within the central area would be fully pro- 





| vided for. 





The Commission thus raised 
no objection to this railway, but recom- 
mended that it, with others, should be 
carried forward to completion. It was 
the function of the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary of the Board of Trade to get these 
Bills a Second Reading. There were 
occasions when if he 
clauses of the Bill he might find objec- 
tions; but it was for him to get the Bill 


before the Committee where details were | 
considered and counsel could be heard, | 


and of all the cases he had had to deal 
with, this was one in which rejection on 
the Second Reading was least deserved. 


Mr. MORTON asked leave to with- 


draw the Amendment as he had the 
Board of Trade against him. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Main Question put, and agreed to. 


Bill read a second time, and committed. 


SUPPLY (NAVY ESTIMATES). 
(In the Committee.) 


[Mr. CALDWELL in the Chair.] 
4 
Postponed Proceeding on Question, 
“That 120,000 officers, seamen, and 
boys be employed for the said service,” — 
(Mr. Murray Macdonald)—resumed. 


Question again proposed. 


Mr. JENKINS said there was a 


grievance among seamen in connection | 


with hospital accommodation on board 
ship. Every seaman on his note of 
enlistment was told that hospital ac- 


{7 Marcu 1907} 
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House to give the Bill a Second Reading, | 


dived into the | 
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commodation was free. He found, how- 
ever, that when he had been thirty days 
in hospital a portion of his wages was 
| deducted. That was wrong in principle. 
Hither hospital accommodation should 
be really free, or the seaman should be 
told it was only free for thirty days. He 
drew the right hon. Gentleman’s attention 
to this griveance last year, but it was still 
unremedied. He hoped the right hon. 
Gentleman would consider the suggestion 
that hospital accommodation should be 
free. He wished also to point out that the 
hospital accommodation was not provided 
in the right place. The sick boy was at 
present on the main deck right forward 
where the ship was not protected, whereas 
| it ought to be, as in the American Navy, 
below the protected deck. He thanked 
the Admiralty for having greatly in- 
creased the wages of the dockyard men, 
but the men were very anxious to receive 
a pertinent reply to a pertinent question, 
namely, whether the Admiralty were 
prepared to say that trade union rate of 
wages should prevail in the dockyards. 
| They simply wanted an answer, Yes or 
No. The representatives of Labour in 
the House would not be satisfied until the 
| Government were prepared to pay their 
employees the recognised standard rates of 


| wages which they compelled employers of 
| Sas ; ‘ 
‘labour outside who did Government 


'work to pay. He wanted the right hon. 
|Gentleman to give a satisfactory assur- 
ance in reference to the improvement of 
the conditions of British seamen, and in 
regard to the payment of fair wages; 
otherwise, however much he would dislike 
it, he would be compelled to vote against 
| the Government. 


Mr. MURRAY MACDONALD asked 
‘the right hon. Gentleman the Secretary 
'to the Admiralty if he would engage that 
the programme of new construction would 
not be proceeded with until the House 
had had an opportunity of discussing it 
before the meeting of The Hague Con- 
ference. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON said that 
‘of course the Government could not 
|accept his hon. friend’s Motion, which 
was to discharge 8,000 officers and men 
'from the Navy. The real intention of 
'the hon. Gentleman in moving the 
| Amendment was to ask for a promise that 
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no progress would be made with the 
shipbuilding programme until the House 
had had an opportunity of discussing 
on Vote 8. A small unarmoured cruiser 
was to be laid down at Pembroke, 
but that was sanctioned last vear by 
Parliament. He could promise that the 
shipbuilding programme in its essence 
would not be proceeded with until Vote 
8 was taken; but he could not give the 
assurance which his hon. friend had asked 
for that Vote 8 should be taken before The 
Hague Conference, as, of course, the 
arrangement of the business of the 
House lay with the Prime Minister. 
The question of the hon. Member for 
Chatham, that trade union conditions 
and wages should be recognised in the 
dockyards, could not be decided by the 
Admiralty alone. It must be considered 
by the Admiralty in consultation with 
the Treasury, as it affected other Govern- 
ment Departments as well as the dock- 
yards, and perhaps the best course for the 
hon. Member to take was to address a 
Question to the representative of the 
Treasury. He hoped his hon. friend 
the Member for Falkirk Burghs would 
withdraw his Amendment, and be satis- 
fied with the explanation he had given. 


Mr. MURRAY MACDONALD said he 
would like the right hon. Gentleman to 
use his infiuence with the Prime Minister 
to have Vote 8 discussed before The 
Hague Conference. He begged leave 
to withdraw his Amendment. 


Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
Original Question again proposed. 


*Mr. HUNT said he wished to ask 
the Secretary to the Admiralty whether 
the boys trained in the Nore Squadron 
were supernumeraries or part of the full 
complement of the squadron, and also 
whether he considered the Fleet at 
the Nore was as ready to meet a sud- 
den attack as if it were a sea-going 
squadron; and if it was not, was it not 
true that in about six months time we 
should have only fourteen battleships 
really ready instantly prepared to oppose 
sixteen or eighteen battleships which 
number would be kept ready for war 
at any moment by a powerful neighbour- 
ing country. He asked whether the 


Mr. Edmund Robertson. 
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Nore squadron was kept in harbour 
instead of being a sea-going squadron, 
merely to save the coal bill ? Were 
thirteen battleships to be laid up with 
only small nucleus crews, and was it not 
the case that if a battleship was laid up 
for ten or twelve months her machinery 
would not work, and that it would take a 
good deal of time and expenditure of 
money before the ship could be got ready 
for war? Was it the case that at the 
present time six ships of the “ Royal 
Sovereign” class were so laid up, and 
were therefore at the present time be- 
coming useless for anything like an 
immediate war? Were these battleships 
supposed to be in commission merely be- 
cause their flags were flying from their 
mast-heads ? Supposing the flags were 
not flying from the mast-heads would it 
be said that they were in commission ? 
Was it not the fact that most of the 
dockyards were at the present time 
short-handed, and that the carpenters and 
joiners in the Royal Navy were not so 
well paid as men doing the same kind of 
work on land? It was alleged that they 
were only paid a little more than half 
the wages paid on land, and he thought it 
was very hard that the men should go 
through a course of sea training, with all 
its hardships, and be paid much less than 
their more fortunate brethren on land. 
Was it not the fact that only 103d. was 
allowed per day per man for the messing 
of seamen and stokers and mechanics, 
and for that reason the men were 
obliged to spend a considerable amount 
of their wages in buying extra pro- 
visions? Was it the fact that the 
contractors on board His Majesty’s war- 
ships had a monopoly and charged the men 
extravagant prices for what they were 
obliged to buy ? 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON asked 


if the hon. Member meant the canteens / 


*Mr. HUNT said he did, and he asked 
the right hon. Gentleman whether he did 
not think that that was very wrong, and 
should be stopped ? Did the right hon. 
Gentleman think that, with the reduced 
number of battleships and the great 
shortage in cruisers, the * Government 
would be able to prevent the people from 
being starved into submission in the 
event of war with one or more Naval 
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Powers ; and he asked whether, in such 
an emergency a great part of our Fleet 
would of necessity not have to be tied to 
our shores, as we were practically an 
unarmed nation, surrounded to a cer- 
tainextent by nations which had millions 
of armed men. 


*Mr. MALLET (Plymouth) said that 
last year the Admiralty had earned 
the gratitude of the dockyards not only 
by the generous concessions they had 
made, but by the willingness which they 
had shown to meet the representatives of 
the men. He asked whether the time 
might not soon come when the Naval men 
would be allowed to address the Admir- 
alty on their grievances through their own 
representatives. Hon. Members came 
and put forward all sorts of little 
points of detail, which must seem 
rather trivial when compared with the 
big issues which they had to discuss, 
hut which yet were of real impor- 
tance to the comfort and conveni- 
ence of the men. The men came to 
their Members of Parliament because 
they could not go to the Admiralty 
direct, and if their case was reason- 
able hon. Members were bound to raise 
it in the House of Commons, even at the 
risk of taxing the patience of the 
House. He could not help thinking that 
if the Admiralty would only find some 
plan, compatible with discipline, of allow- 
ing the men to state their case them- 
selves, they would be saved a great deal 
of wearying debate and the case would 
be much better stated. He thought it 
would be admitted that there were 
questions in regard to pensions and wages 
and other matters of that kind, which 
ought to be put before the Admiralty by 
men who knew the subject thoroughly and 
had a personal right to speak. But it 
was not only points in regard to money 
which it was wanted to bring forward, but 
little points which affected the sense of 
justice and caused dissatisfaction to the 
men—points upon which it was important 
that the Admiralty should know what the 
feeling of the men was. For instance, 
there was the question of the re-arrange- 
ment of the victualling service, which 
raised points as to whether the food 
could no! be of better quality, or better 
cooked, or whether the men could not 
have more space to eat it in, when it was 
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cooked. In regard to that, he would ask 
whether it was not possible to re-arrange 
the system so asto prevent the men from 
being exploited, as they were now, by 
private firms. Was it not possible to 
put the whole victualling system under 
the supervision of some representative 
men who had an interest in seeing the 
work well done? Of course the men 
wanted all sorts of things—some easier 
and some more difficult to obtain. They 
wanted a more workmanlike uniform. 
They wanted to be called by differ- 
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ent names. The Writers wanted to 
be callled clerks and the Domestics 
to be called stewards. All these 


were little points, but still they were 
worth considering, having regard to the 
comfort of the men. Then there were 
such points as this; the men resented 
being searched twice over when out in- 
Naval ports. They felt that they ought 
not to be subject to be stopped and 
searched a second time in the streets by 
the police or Custom House officers when 
they had been searched once upon leaving 
their Establishment or ship Little 
hardships of that sort might seem very 
small, but still they rankled in the 
minds of the men; and he thought they 
would be avoided if the men could meet 
the Admiralty and put their case before 
them face to face. But even in more 
important matters the same difficulty 
arose, and it was very difficult for the 
men to put their case properly before 
those who had the power to deal with it. 
He instanced the case of hospital stop- 
pages. A man who contracted an illness 
at home, even if it was due to fault of 
his own, was entitled to thirty days free 
treatment in hospital; but the man who 
was invalided,home from foreign service 
through illness which arose from climate 
or exposure did not receive any such in- 
dulgence, but had to pay hospital stop- 
pages directly he was received in the 
hospital at home. That grievance he 
thought should be removed. There 
was another small point with regard 
to certificates of character. A _ petty 
officer might havea “very good” 
character for twenty-one years service, 
and then in the last or twenty-second 
year he might commit some small offence 
a matter which was not very serious 
and did not go very deep into character 
at all—but in consequence of that small 
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offence he might only secure a “ good ” 
character and he had to face a serious loss 
of pension in consequence. It amounted 
some‘im?s to 7d. or 8d. a day. That 
was unfair and ought to be dealt with. It 
was true that the man should be penalised, 
but he should be fined something less 
than such a sum as that. The men 
felt that the penalty was dispropor- 
tionate to the offence. Now supposing a 
man was to raise these questions at the 
present moment, what could he do? 
Discipline at present demanded that 
he should go to his superior officer and 
leave that officer to state his case for 
him, but it was not in human nature that 
an officer should be able to feel the 
case of a man as the man felt it himself. 
And, moreover, cases arose in which 
the officers were concerned. He did not 
want to blame them, he did not want to 
say a word against Naval officers, who 
were not only some of the best public 
servants but some of the most delightful 
people one could meet. Ninety-nine out 
of a hundred might be above criticism, but 
still it was the hundredth case for whom 
rules were made. Supposing a petty 
officer had been summarily and harshly 
disrated for some trivial offence, what was 
he todo? The power to disrate summarily 
was one that the men felt most of all, 
and they thought that it ought not to 
be left to a single man to exercise, but 
should only be left to courts-martial. 
Ifa man had such a grievance as that, 
obviously he could not address himself 
to his officer to put the case before the 
Admiralty, inasmuch as the action of 
the officer himself was concerned. Then 
the man and others in a similar position 
stirted an agitation and appealed to 
Members of the House to put their 
grievances before the House of Com- 
mons. It did not seem to him that that 
method of securing attention to griev- 
ances which ought to be considered could 
tend to increase the discipline or efficiency 
ofthe Navy. It was sometimes said, when 
they ventured to urge that the Ad- 
miralty should see the representatives of 
the men, that that course would be sub- 
versive of discipline. He did not know 
what that meant. Here they had a 
great employer and a great body of 
employed. very loyal. patient and moder- 
rate in their demands. Could it possibly 
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be for the public advantage that these 
two should hold each other at arm’s 
length, refuse on grounds of dizni-y to 
meet, and that the men should be 
driven to put their case before public 
agitators like Members of the House of 
Commons in order to ge* it presented ag 
they wished? He thought that what he 
proposed would lead to a better under- 


standing, to the easier working of 
the great machine. He urged that 


the men should be given the right, under 
proper safeguards, to state their own 
case to the officials, and he thought that 
in the long run that would not weaken 
but only strengthen the loyalty and dis- 
cipline of a very fine body of men. 


*Mr. BARNES (Glasgow, Blackfriars) 
said he approached this subject with great 
diffidence, because he was conscious of 
the presence of experts behind both 
Front Benches, and he had, he was glid 
to say, no political interests in the 
matter like hon. Members who repre- 
sented dockyard towns.. Therefore, 
he approached the question from the 
point of view of the ordinary citizen, 
and he hoped to do so with ordinary 
common sense. Now that the Amend- 
ment had been withdrawn he would give 
the Government his support to the pro- 
posal before the House, but had the hon. 
Member insisted on pressing his proposal 
to a division he would have been found 
in the lobby behind him. It seemed to 
him that the criticism to which the 
Government had been exposed came from 
two sources. First, there had been the 
expert who had had a good deal to say as 
to the strength of foreign navies, and who 
would have the Committee to believe 
that our Navy was not so strong as it 


ought to be, having regard to the 
strength of those foreign navies. He had 


read a great deal of the proceedings 
of the House, and he believed that what 
had been said by experts of to-day had 


been said by fighting men at all times. 


They always said ‘* More ships, more 
guns and more men. They were never 
satisfied. He dissociated himself from 
that section of the House entirely, includ- 
ing, he regretted to say, his hon. friend 
the Member for Chatham, and he agreed 
with those who were in favour of fewer 
men being called upon to waste their lives 
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inwar. He had listened with interest to 
the speech of the Secretary to the Admir- 
alty, and he had been led to adopt the 
conclusions of the right hon. Gentleman— 
namely, that the Navy was as strong as 
any other two navies, and, viewed in 
some aspects, nearly as strong as 
any other three. There were two 
views with regard to The Hague Con- 
ference. One was that we ought to 
go to that Conference with pacific utter- 
ances and pacific deeds to back them up; 
and the other, that we should go with an 
overwhelming force behind us to over- 
awe those whom we met there. He 
desired to associate himself with the first 
view. If we went to The Hague Con- 
ference in the spirit which animated the 
speech of the Prime Minister we should 
do something towards preserving the 
peace of the world and towards lessening 
the frightful burden which weighed on 
the shoulders of the common people. He 
remembered reading a speech made in 1866 
by Mr. Bright in which that gentleman said 
he stood aghast when he saw that the 
military and naval expenditure was more 
than double what it had been twenty years 
before. It was then—in 1866, if his memory 
servel him rightlv—about £20,000,000, 
to-day it was £66,000,000 or £67,000,000. 
The time had surely come to call a halt 
on this expenditure, and for his part he 
said Godspeed to the Prime Minister or 
anyone else who could reduce our ex- 
penditure and induce other countries to 
do the same. He believed the Navy 
was adequate for the needs of the 
nation, and he quite agreed that the 
disposition of the ships, whether at home 
or abroad, was a question for those with 
close and detailed knowledge only. 
With regard to the building of ships, 
we could build more rapidly and from 
10 to 30 per cent. more cheaply 
than any other shipbuilding country 
in the world, and that was a fact 
which ought to weigh with the 
Government and lead them to consider 
whether we could not go even below the 
two-Power standard. He now came to 
a matter which to his mind was of the 
very greatest importance. It was one 
thing to have a strong Navy and another 
to have men and officers efficient to handle 
the Navy. He had a very grave 
suspicion as to whether we had an 
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efficient personnel. The grounding of our 
vessels and other accidents that were 
constantly occurring to our ships and 
the loss of life that had ensued was due, 
in his opinion, to the incompetence of the 
naval officers, due to improper training 
and selection. He thought, therefore, 
that some new method of selection and 
training was necessary, and if the 
method recently inaugurated had been 
on right lines, it would have had 
his support. The new method of 
training had been in operation for 
three years, and it was not likely to 
be a success. He admitted that three 
years was not sufficient to test a matter 
of this kind, but he based his contention 
on the fact that it did not proceed on 
right lines. Under the old system lads 
were taken into the Navy at an early 
age and were taught all things applicable 
to naval science, including navigation, 
gunnery, chemistry, international law, and 
many other studies. Those lads had now 
added to all their other studies engineer- 
ing in all its branches, including 
hydraulics and electricity. Science was 
constantly increasing its borders, and was 
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being applied more and more to 
methods of warfare as well as _ to 
other matters. But those who were 
most successful in civil life were 


those who divided and subdivided and 
specialised in one particular branch. 
Under the new system the exact opposite 
was being done, with the result that it was 
impossible for these lads to obtain a 
thorough knowledge of all the subjects 
with which they had to deal. They 
did not begin to specialise until they 
were nineteen, and even then not one in 
ten took up engineering as a profession ; 
they all had, their eye on the bridge. 
Then came the undemocratic part of the 
scheme. The cost now as compared 
with that under the old system of training 
was double. Where under the old 
system it cost about £60 per year to train 
a boy for the Navy it now cost 
nearly double that amount. It was 
therefore perfectly obvious that the 
selection of officers must be made from 
the small class who could afford to pay 
that immense sum of money. The First 
Lord of the Admiralty recognised this 
difficulty, as was shown by what he had 
stated in his Memorandum, and he had, if 
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he might venture to say so, suggested 
an unworthy and almost a_ dis- 
creditable method of getting over it. 
It had been suggested by the First Lord 
in the Memorandum that local authorities 
or private charity should bear part of the 
charges, and the House was reminded 
that the fees were reduced for Army and 
Navy officers’ sons, in regard to which he 
(Mr. Barnes) had only to say that there 
were no Army or Navy officers among 
those whom he specially represented. 
He came to the engineering staff, and 
here again he found an equally objection- 
able state of things. It used to be that 
lads were taken into Keyham Dockyards 
at fifteen or sixteen years of age, at a 
cost of £50 or less in many cases. The 
staff was recruited by exceptionally 
smart boys from the dockyard, the sons 
of working class parents, and there was 
thus a democratic sprinkling in the 
engineering staff. He found that boys 
now entered with the cadets at Osborne 
at the early age of twelve or thirteen 
years, involving a cost each to their 
parents of over £100 per year, so 
that the engineering staff was re- 
served for those who could provide the 
money. He protested against such a 
system, which did not obtain for the 
staff sufficiently competent men. The 
arrangements should be of such a char- 
acter as would secure for the service 
of the country the best brains, no matter 
where those brains were to be found. 
Having regard to what he had said, so 
far as the officer and the engineer were 
concerned, it might be thought that 
with this jack-of-all-trades at the top, 
some arrangements would be made by 
which competent men could be obtained 
for the practical work of the engine- 
room. But the Admiralty, through 
their advisers had done exactly the 
reverse. They had introduced a jack- 
of-all-trades at the bottom as well 
as at the top. Let them see what was 
the system so far as artificers were con- 
cerned. A system had obtained for 
many years whereby the working engin- 
eer artificer had been drawn from among 
the best mechanics in the country. 
It had proved entirely satisfactory and 
he saw no reason why the element of 
trade unionism, mentioned by the hon, 
and gallant Member for Bury St. Ed- 
munds, should be an objection. He | 
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had yet to learn of anything that the 
artificer class had done against discipline, 
and the testimony of Lord Selborne, 
some years ago, was that the artificer 
class was one of the most efficient in the 
Navy, and against which no complaint 
could be made. There was the additional 
and enormous advantage, which ought 
to appeal to an economical Government, 
that these skilled men cost the country 
nothing to train. They had been trained 
in workshops throughout the country, 
and had cost their parents from £100 to 
£200. After all this initial outlay and 
sacrifice on the part of their parents, 
these men had placed themselves un- 
reservedly at the disposal of the Govern- 
ment, and had been recognised as efficient 
mechanics against whom no complaint 
could be made, and who had loyally 
done their part in keeping the engines 
and machinery of the Navy ina state of 
The case of a ship might be 
given which had been on commission for 
three years up to August, 1905, with 
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|sixteen artificers on board, and which, 


owing to sound condition of machinery, 
had been put in commission again with a 
new crew in a week thereafter. In con- 
sequence, he supposed, of fear of the 
trade unions, and in consequence of the 
fear that the legitimate desires of the 
men would be made known to their 
superiors, it had been thought desirable 
to introduce two new classes to supplant 
the artificers. First of all the boy artificer. 


The Admiralty had a perfect right to 


obtain their own men if they could be 
trained properly, although in regard to 
this it involved a cost which he 
thought was being unnecessarily incurred. 
In addition, they had _ introduced 
the class called mechanicians. These 
men were stokers, aged from twenty- 
five years up to thirty-two years, 
and drawn from a class of men who 
were miserably underpaid, and who 
ought to be paid double the wages. 
Owing to the legitimate demand of the 
stokers for more money, the Admiralty 
had pressed them into service not as 
stokers but as mechanicians, for which 
positions they trained them. It was 
absolutely impossible to make mechan- 
ics of men of from twenty-five to 
thirty-two years of age; it could not 
be done; and he warned the Admiralty 
that if the scheme was persisted in it 


a te 











ay 


of 


de 
ol 


we 
m 
ak 
lik 
by 
tre 
to 
ha 
Wi 
we 
int 
th 


col 
ev 
nu 
do 
get 
Wo 
wa 
me 


ch: 
be 


pre 
the 


kee 
pri 


























PMN ER RAST ta pee 








1073 Supply 


{7 Marcu 1907} 





(Navy Estimates). 1074 


must inevitably result in wretched and | the country nothing to train, of promo- 


miserable failure. 


stokers to become mechanicians so far 
£27,000 per country this immense sum to train. 


had cost the country 

year or thereabout; and if the 
country was committed to making 
3,000 ~stokers into mechanicians it 


would cost something like £600 a man, 
hon. 
(rentleman seemed surprised, but the ex- 
which 
did not appear in the Estimate, showed 
correct. 
The educational services in the Estimates 


total of £1,800,000. The 


or a 


bed 


penditure jon board the ‘‘ Indus, 


that the figure he gave was 


showed a decrease, but that was altogether 
illusory. The Ratimates under the. head- | 


ing of Educational did not include the | 
all sorts whose | 
wages were spread from end to end of the 
for | 


cost of instructors of 


volume which had _ been issued 


Members’ guidance. 


*Mr. LAMBERT said these men were 
available in time of emergency, or time 
of war. 


*Mr. BARNES said, with all due 
deference, tha while these men were | 
on the ship they were not available | 


for anything else but what they 
were doing on the ship. The 
money spent in training them was | 
absolutely wasted, for they were not 


likely to get a competent staff of men | 
by it, and they were only going to make | 
trouble in the Navy. The Secretary | 
to the Admiralty, in answer to a question, | 
had said it was not intended to break faith | 
with the present artificers, and that they 
would not lose their promotion and that 
increased pay upon the prospect of which 
they had been induced to join the Navy. 
It seemed to him that the Admiralty 
could not help those things taking place, 


even if they would. Supposing the | 
number of Members of this House was 
doubled, the probability of their 


getting a place on the Front Bench 
would be very much diminished. It 
was a simple illustration, but in like 
manner, if they increased the number 
of artificers and mechanicians, the 
chance of promotion must necessarily 
be greatly reduced. Those who were 
promoted to warrant rank were invariably 
those who had been engaged in wate -h- 
keeping duty. They were going to de- 
prive skilled mechanics, who had 





The training of these | tion, and they were going to give that 


promotion to men who would cost the 


It was absolutely unfair. It had been 
made a condition by the Board of Trade 
that if a man took to watch-keeping duty 
'in the merchant service he should have 
| four years training in the workshop, and 
a good deal of agitation had been going on 
in recent years in the direction of 
stipulating that there should be five years 
training, because it was thought that even 
four years was not sufficient to make a 
| man competent to take charge of engines 
'in the merchant service. Yet the Ad- 
miralty were going to run the risk of 
putting these immense boxes of mechan- 
ism, which cost a million of money, into the 
| charge of a body of men whom they were 
| going to train themselves in circumstances 
‘that absolutely precluded all idea of effi- 
ciency or competency. And, moreover, 
the trained mechanic who joined in a 
| state of efficiency, so far as the use of tools 
| and general knowledge of machinery was 
concerned, was to be ‘made subordinate to 
the new man, who, because of his position 
as watch-keeper, would have best chance 
of promotion. The result was that 
even already they were not getting the 
mechanics that they had hitherto ob- 
‘tained. Last year the Admiralty ap- 
plied for thirty-two men and they got 
five. They would not get more mechanics 
in this country, and, if the scheme went 
, there would be one inevitable result 
ae would do what he could to make 
it so—that the mechanics simply would 
not go near the Navy, and the Govern- 
ment would have to do what they could 
without them. He had nota word to say 
against the stoker, who ought to be pro- 





moted, and “he hoped the Admiralty 
would find some means by which he 
could obtain warrant rank. In com- 


junction with three other Members, he 
visited the dockyards last year, and he 
found there were many places of trust 











and responsibility to which  stokers 
could be promoted—places requiring 
general intelligence and adaptability, 
but not the technical knowledge and 
skill which the mechanic had, and which 
he obtained only as the result of 
training in the formative period of his 


life. Therefore he trusted that the 


cost | stoker would not be forgotten, but that 
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he would have increased pay and pro- 
motion in recognition of his services to 
the State. The President of the Board 
of Trade had, the previous evening, been 
very severe on railway directors for not 
paying wages at a rate sufficiently high 
to attract men to the railway service, 
and he hoped that the right hon. Gentle- 
man would deal as faithfully with the 
directors of the Navy in regard to the 
stokers. He hoped the Admiralty 
would reconsider this scheme of train- 
ing in all its bearings, and _ that 
they would take steps to have it in- 
quired into thoroughly by those who 
had practical and detailed knowledge. 
He felt sure, if they did, that it would be 
found that the scheme was not likely 
to succeed, and that they would retrieve 
the position before more harm was done. 
Reverting to the general question 
upon which he began his speech, he 
trusted that the Government would be 
proof against the blandishments of the 
Jingoes inside and outside the House, 
and of scaremongers and _ pot-house 
warriors, and would’ see that less 
money and not more was spent on the 
Navy as well as on the Army. 


Supply 


*Mr. BRAMSDON (Portsmouth) said 
he was sure that he expressed the general 
regret which was felt that they were going 
to lose the services of Sir Evan Mac- 
Gregor, the Permanent Secretary to the 
Admiralty, who had at all times rendered 
such excellent service. To anybody con- 
nected with the naval ports, and who 
took an interest in naval matters, he was 
courtesy itself, and he was always able and 
willing to afford the utmost service to all 
persons who had to make inquiries. With 
regard to the two-Power standard, he 
thought it would be admitted that the 


matter had been threshed out com- | 
pletely. Whether they regarded it from 


the point of view of the two best Con- 
tinental nations, or two best navies in the | 
world, we had that two-Power standard | 
at the present time, and therefore he | 
could not help thinking that for many | 
years to come it would be unnecessary | 
to discuss any question of the two-Power | 
standard. We had a splendid Navy, and | 
he hoped they would see in his town of | 
Portsmouth on May 3rd next a good 
many Members of the House who were 


Mr. Burnes. 
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desirous of witnessing the review which 
would then be held at Spithead. If that 
review had been held previous to that 
debate there would have been less dis- 
cussion with regard to the two-Power 
standard. We had a magnificent Fleet, 
and also magnificent officers and men. 
No one could say that they were not loyal 
and devoted, and the only question was 
to see that we did our duty to them and 
gave them justice. Reference had been 
made to the grievances of the men. He 
wanted, as representing one of the 
principal naval ports in the country, to 
say a few words on that subject. He 
cordially agreed with his hon. friend who 
had referred to the difficulties which the 
men experienced in getting their views 
expressed to the Admiralty. According 
to the rules of the service, if the men had 
a grievance, some one of their number 
must go and represent it to their superior 
officer and take the chance of its ever 
getting to the proper quarter. Lt them 
imagine a man going to his superior officer 
and suggesting that the subject of dis- 
rating should be taken into consideration. 
He would like to see the mai bold enough 
todoit. Combination was not allowed in 
the service; one man could go to his 
superior officer, but not two. But com- 
bination took place—it took place under 
the rose. The men held hole-and- 
corner meetings in different parts of the 
country, and they issued circulars which 
were distributed by men who had no 
connection with the Navy. They were 
unsigned and perfectly anonymous, and 
he supposed there was hardly a rating 
which did not issue a circular. They 
were distributed broadcast, in the hope 
that some of them would fall into 
the hands of someone who would 
take up the case of the men. He cor- 
dially agreed with the suggestion that it 
would be far better and more satis- 
factory if the men could go themselves 
either to the Admiral of their port or to the 
Admiral of their station, or could ap- 
proach the Admiralty themselves with 
reference to these questions. If anything 
had given satisfaction to the dockyard 
towns it was the fact that the Lords of 
the Admiralty had received represen- 
tatives of the different trades in the dock- 
yards; and if that could be done why 
could not a similar thing be done in 
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regard to the men of the Navy ? There 
were many subjects with which lands- 
men were not able effectually to deal. 
The present Board of Admiralty, and 
indeed previous Boards, had done their 
best to remedy the grievances of the men, 
and therefore he was not complaining 
of what the Admiralty had done, but 
merely asserting that they did not know 
enough about the grievances, and that 
it would be better for the men to present 
themthemselves. The men suffered a lot 
of grievances at the present time. 
Reference had been made to the terrible 
question of disrating. That was a 
grievous subject in the Navy, the 
commanding officer of a ship having 
practically absolute power to reduce the 
rating of a petty officer to that of an 
able-seaman. There were no fewer than 
951 cases of disrating in 1905. If they 
were to take a pldbiscite of the men in 
the service, they would have an almost 
unanimous vote that that subject ought 
to be dealt with by the Admiralty. He 
had nothing to say against the officers. 
They were splendid fellows and we were 
proud of them, but one out of ten suffered 
from liver, or his temper was not particu- 
larly good, and now and then his men 
had to suffer. The man disrated suffered 
a great and grievous wrong, and consider- 
ing the great number of cases which 
occurred he hoped the Admiralty would 
consider whether something could not 
be done to alter the state of things. 
Another grievance was in connection with 
what was called “double petty time,” 
or the halfpenny a day extra received on 
pension by petty officers for every year 
of very good service. He wished to put 
forward a bad case which occurred in his 
own town, in which he thought there 
Was a serious grievance. There was a 
man named McKay who was a first-class 
petty officer on board the “ Victory.” 
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He was at mess with his friends, all petty | 


officers, and did not at the time know 
he was the senior petty officer. Some 
of his friends broke the regulations by 
beginning to smoke. The senior petty 
officer ought to have reported the matter, 
but McKay did not like to peach on his 
friends and he remained there. By-and- 


bye an officer came along and discovered | 


what was going on; and as the result 
McKay was reduced from the character 
of “very good” to “good.” That 
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meant loss of “double petty time,” 
representing 64d. per day for life, or just 
about £10 a year, as M:Kay was serving 
the !ast ear of his time. He (Mr. Brams- 
don) had appealed to the Admiralty on two 
occasions, and asked them to be generous 
to this man, whose offence was not a 
serious one, and he still hoped that McKay 
would receive some consideration at 
their hands. McKay was a sailor and a 
man, and he recognised that he was 
responsible for a breach of the regula- 
tions, but surely to deprive him of 63d. 
per day for life was too severe. What he 
had suggested was that McKay should 
lose one year’s pay. Another complaint 
was that when sailors were alleged to 
have committed offences (perhaps very 
slight ones) they were put in the 
“report” and remained, it might be, 
four or five days as prisoners at 
large on board ship, and were not allowed 
to go home. It was suggested in the 
lower deck programme that the men 
should not be kept prisoners till they 
were found guilty of the offence, if that 
offence was not a serious one. If the 
man turned out to be innocent it was a 
great hardship that he should have been 
kept a prisoner. Another grievance was 
that warrant and commissioned rank was 
not open to all ratings. Again, the 
warrant officer had to serve twenty or 
twenty-two years before he could hope 
to be promoted to commissioned rank. 
It was suggested that they should be 
entitled to promotion after fifteen years, 
which was surely long enough, and might 
seem to the men almost a lifetime in 
itself. Another matter the warrant. 
officers grumbled at was that their 
children did not get the compassionate 
allowance, as in the case of other officers. 
He did not*think it too much to ask that 
the warrant officers should have the same 
privileges as other officers. The pay of 
warrant officers on promotion from petty 
officers also was small compared with 
what it should be. They were put to 
the expense of new uniforms and naval 
requirements of all kinds, and the small- 
ness of the pay was an old-standing 
grievance. Another point was in refer- 
ence to re-engagement money. Certain 
men were entitled, when they re-engaged 
beyond a stated period, to have an extra 
2d. a day, but that was only granted to the 
seamen branch of the service. It was 
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an old grievance among the stokers, and 
why the extra pay should not be extended 
to all ratings passed his comprehension. 
Then it was an anomaly of the Service — 
which, indeed, was full of anomalies— 
that good conduct badges, carrying with 
them 1d. a day, were not granted to 
schoolmasters and domestics, while, 
though good conduct badges were granted 
to chief and other writers, chief and other 
engineer ratings, and chief and other 
electricians, nothing was paid in 
respect of them. He wished in con- 
clusion to say a word on the subject of 
the men’s pay. It could hardly be 
believed that the pay of the able seaman 
was the same as fifty years ago. Surely 
it was not too much to ask that after 
fifty years the able seaman might have 
an increase of pay? The pay of an able 
seaman was ls. 7d., and of an ordinary 
seaman ls. 3d. They got rations, but 
those had to be supplemented, and they 
must maintain their kit. What was 
asked was that they should have better 
and continuous pay. He thought that if 
they could only carry out the suggestion 
which had been more than once made, and 
the men be enabled to present their own 
case, we should get not only the loyal 
and devoted body of men we now had, 
but, what was much more important, 
a contented Navy. 


*Mr. ARTHUR LEE said he sympathised 
with the hon. Member when he said that 
there was no class in the Navy which had 
not its grievance. In so saying the hon. 
Member must have touched a responsive 
chord in the heart of every Member for 
a dockyard constituency. He felt confi- 
dent that the hon. Member's appeal 
would not fall on deaf ears. He wished 
to press for an Answer to the Questions 
which had been addressed to the repre- 
sentatives of the Admiralty, earlier 
in the day, by the Leader of the 
Opposition, and to which at the time 
the Secretary to the Admiralty was 
not. in a position to reply. He hoped 
that in the interval the right hon. Gentle- 
man had possibly been able to acquire 
the information required. There was 
also a question which he himself had 
put on Tuesday last which was of 
some interest, and which required to 
be explained to the satisfaction of the 
Committee—he meant as to the proposed 
drafting of the newest and latest ships as 
they were completed into the Home 


Mr. Bramsdon. 


{COMMONS} 
| Fleet. 





(Navy Estimates). 1080 


He gathered that the Home 
Fleet was admittedly to be a reserve 
fleet, and if that were so why should the 
newest and best ships be sent to that 
Heet instead of to the Channel Fleet, 
which was to be the chief fighting force ? 
He did not think that the answer given 
by the Secretary to the Admiralty that 
afternoon as to the reason for not 
building cruisers was a_ fair one, 
The right hon. Gentleman tried to throw 
the responsibility upon the late Govern. 
ment; but he would remind him that the 
shipbuilding scheme of the late Govern- 
ment had not been looked upon as being 
inviolate by the present representatives 
of the Admiralty, who had altered it to 
their own sweet will. This year a light 
unarmoured cruiser was being laid down 
at Pembroke, which he understood had 
something to do with destroyer flotillas. 
If it was merely a fast unarmoured ship 
that was required, would it not be possible 
to convert to that purpose one of the 
numerous lightly armoured cruisers 
which were no longer thought fit to join 
the fighting fleets? An important point 
had been raised by his right hon. friend 
about dockyard accommodation. The 
Civil Lord of the Admiralty, who knew 
hetter than anybody else how many 
docks were available, stated that chere 
was one dock capable of taking in the 
“Dreadnought” at Portsmouth, but he did 
not say that that dock was only availabie 
for six hours out of the twenty- 
four—three hours each side of high 
tide, and then only through an emer- 
gency entrance, which it was exceedingly 
difficult to turn a large ship into. That 
very greatly reduced the possibility of 
using Portsmouth for a repairing base in 
the case of ships being injured in action, 
say, in the North Sea. It emphasised the 
importance of providing suitable dock 
accommodation for those great ships on 
the East Coast. That principle was amply 
recognised by the Government in the 
provision which appeared in the Esti 
mates last year for a new lock entrance 
at Portsmouth; but was that being 
vigorously proceeded with now? The 
general question of dock facilities was so 
serious that some information ought to 
be given to the Committee. The chief 
remedy, of course, lay at Rosyth. There 
was £20,000 out of £940,000 in the 
Estimates for the lock at Portsmouth, 
£10,000 of which was voted last year, 
but apparently hardly anything had been 
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done during the current year. There 
was only £10,000 put down for Rosyth 
out of a probable £2,500,000. The 
Civil Lord had said that they did 
not want to proceed in a hurry but with 
caution. Rosyth, however, has been 
under the most minute consideration of 
the Admiralty since 1903. There had 
been elaborate plans and surveys made 
again and again, yet, so far from the work 
being pressed on, they were informed 
a few months ago that the superin 
tendent civil engineer was being with- 
drawn from Rosyth because there was 
not sufficient work for him to do. 
He could not, therefore, believe that 
the Government were proceeding with 
this vork in earnest ; but however earnest 
they might be in their intention they 
had certainly not made the necessary 
provision for the work in the Estimates. 
He hoped the Government would give 
some definite assurance in regard to the 
matter. The hon. Member for the 
Blackfriars Division of Glasgow had 
made an interesting speech, and they 
always listened to him with respect. He 
had referred to a matter which he thought 
was of importance, and that was in regard 
to the education of young officers, when 
he emphasised the point which he himself 
had made the other day that it really 
was a discreditable suggestion in the 
First Lord’s statement that the cost of 
the education of those cadets should 
be practically thrown upon public authori- 
ties and other bodies; in other words 
upon the rates. No answer had, how- 
ever, been given. If it was thought that 


there should be a wider area from which | 
these cadets should be drawn, the only | 


way that was to be accomplished was to 
reduce the fees. He condemned, however, 
this cadging for private support, or for 
support from public authorities or the 
Argyll fund. Where he differed from the 
hon. Member for the Blackfriars Division 
was when he inveighed against the two- 
Power standard. He did not want, how- 
ever, to go into that question again, but 
when the hon. Member said that in his 
view and in the view of his class the two- 
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Power standard was too high, and put an 
intolerable pressure upon the common 
people, and when he quoted Mr. Bright 
to enforce his view, he hoped the hon. 
Member would not forget the advice of 
that great colleague of Mr. Bright, Mr. 
Cobden, who said he would vote 
£100,000,000 before he allowed another 
Navy to reach the standard of ours. 
The two-Power standard was essential 
to the safety of this country and 
any disaster resulting from the falling 
away from that standard would fall with 
ten thousand-fold more effect upon the class 
which the hon. Member represented than 
upon any other class. [An Hon. MEm- 
BER: Tell us how.] Because they would 
be starved. The very first effect of a 
Naval disaster would be that the price of 
foodstuffs would go up far beyond the 
reach of the poorer classes, Tariff 
Reformers had been accused of wishing 
to bring back the “Hungry Forties.” 
That was, of course, an absurd charge, 
but if anything would bring back the 
conditions of the “Hungry Forties” 
it would be a disaster to the Navy, 
resulting from a weakening of our proper 
standard of strength. 


Mr. E. H. LAMB (Rochester) said he 
had desired to call attention to the rate 
of wages in the dockyards at Rochester 
and Chatham. As he had received a 
promise that the First Lord of the 
Admiralty would receive a deputation on 
the subject he would not proceed with 
his Motion for a reduction of the Vote. 

*Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) 
said he had listened with the greatest 
interest and attention to every speech 
which had been made on the proposals of 
the Government in regard to the Navy. 
The criticism had been neither factious 
nor of a Party character, and the 
whole question had been viewed from a 
broadly national point of view. He 
intended to adhere to that position, He 
did not think that any serious complaint 
could be made of the policy which His 
Majesty's Government had pursued to- 
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wards the Navy in these Estimates, but 
he thought they were entitled to under- 
stand what was the policy and theory of 
the Government in regard to the two- 
Power standard. Everybody in the 
House was agreed that the two-Power 
standard should be maintained. |[“* No.”] 
Well, nearly everybody. The only 
question was what was the two-Power 
standard. They were told that for 
that they must trust the Admiralty, 
but he entirely declined to accept that 
view. He agreed that the Admiralty 
ought to be trusted on matters of detail, 
but on the general principle of what 
was the normal strength which ought 
to be maintained it was a matter 
supremely and expressly for the House. 
He thought, in view of the utterances of 
the Prime Minister, that they were 
entitled to an explanation of what that 
standard meant to the Government. He 
had always thought that the two-Power 
standard meant that we in this country 
should always maintain a naval strength 
which would give us an effective margin 
over the two next strongest naval powers, 
and he was amazed and very seriously 
disturbed, and he believed the country 
would be seriously disturbed, by the 
entirely novel standard which had been 
suggested in these debates and by the 
Prime Minister. It was now suggested 
that it was sufficient for this country to 
maintain a naval strength giving her an 
effective margin, not over that of any two 
other Powers, but only over that of such 
two Powers as the Government considered 
at the moment to be possible allies against 
this country. That was a novelty of 
iw very serious character which would 
have a serious effect upon the confidence 
of the country in the Naval policy. He 
hoped the Government would tell the 
Committee fairly and frankly whether 
they intended to maintain the old two- 
Power standard or the one which had 
been adumbrated, but which he was 
thankful to see from their programme had 
not been acted upon by the Government. 
Their programme of shipbuilding was 
admittedly a satisfactory one. 

Mr. Bowles, 
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So far as he could see the old margin of 
superiority was to be maintained for the 
next three years. He did not share the 
alarmist views of some hon. Gentlemen. 
He believed our natural and national 
resources in the matter of shipbuilding 
were so enormously superior to those of 
any other country that the proposals of 
the Admiralty in this respect must be 
regarded as entirely satisfactory. It only 
became possible to reduce the shipbuild- 
ing programme of this country when 
that of other countries was reduced, and 
he was aware, and he believed every 
Member of the House was aware, that if 
any other country increased their pro- 
gramme we could with the greatest ease 
increase ours. That was clear if one con- 
sidered for a moment what happened in the 
case of the “ Dreadnought.” In eighteen 
months and eighteen days from the date 
of her being ordered her pennant was 
hoisted and she was ready for action. 
Let hon. Members contrast the building 
of that ship with that of the “ Deutch- 
land.” That vessel was ordered in May, 
1903, and she was not ready for sea 
till August, 1906. The “ Dreadnought ” 
was built in eighteen months, the 
“ Deutchland” in thirty-nine months. 
That showed that when another country 
laid down a ship we could wait eighteen 
months and save the interest on 
£1,000,000 ; that we could then lay 
down our answering ship, launch her if 
necessary in eighteen months, and have 
her ready for sea three months before 
that which took thirty-nine months to 
build—and our ship would have eighteen 
months more improvements inside her. 
We could also build at an infinitely 
cheaper rate. Where it cost France 
£124, Germany £93, and Russia £97 
per ton, we in this country could build 
in one third of the time at a cost of 
£88 per ton. He entirely repudiated the 
theory of the two- Power standard as 
advanced by the Government, and he 
was glad to see we still had a good 


working margin on the old basis, 
which was to be maintained until 


the end of 1910. If at that time there 
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was any need to increase our Naval 
strength, it would be an easy and com- 
paratively cheap matter to do so. He 
had noticed that the debates on the 
Navy almost always turned on the ques- 
tion of material, but to his mind the 
question of the personnel was infinitely 
more important. He believed it was 
more true of the Navy than of the 
Army to say that the bottom of the 
whole thing was the personnel. It was 
not a question of ships and guns, but of 
men. It was on that point he desired 
to say a few words. He had very grave 
doubts as to the wisdom of the policy 
pursued by the Admiralty in the train- 
ing of officers and men. He had made 
a careful study of the proposals that 
had been made, and had tried to under- 
stand the true meaning and bearing of 
them, and, so far as he had been able 
to understand them, the whole trend of 
the training was to decrease the actual 
responsibility placed on the young officer. 
He observed an increased amount of 
time devoted to sitting on a form, and 
a great decrease of the time spent on the 
quarter-deck and in the boats, learning 
how to control and lead men, which 
were the qualities on which the success 
of the service depended. There were on 
every man-o-war three distinct classes, the 
executive, the engineer, and the Marine. 
What was not altogether appreciated was 
the real character of the different func- 
tions of each of these classes. Each of 
them was highly trained and specialised, 
possessing functions entirely different. 
The speciality of the executive officer was 
that he had to lead the men and get their 
confidence. The engineer officer, under 
the old régime, had nothing to do with 
the control and discipline of the men ; 
his only business was to drive and 
manage the engine. If any man in the 
engine room did anything wrong he was 
brought up to the executive officer to 
be dealt with. The Marine was simply a 
soldier who was carried about in ships, 
because it was necessary that a Fleet 
should be able to land a highly efficient 
force of infantry at a moment’s notice. | 
VOL, CLXX. [FouRTH SERIRs, } 
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Those three classes were separately 
trained and recruited, and were drawn 
from different classes of the community, 
and they were brought together on a 
man-o’-war. In future the theory was 
that all the officers—executive, engineer, 
and Marine—were to remain together 
for a certain number of years, of com- 
mon unspecialised training, then branch 
off into the three old classes again till 
they became commanders, after which 
they were to come together again 
and be all equally eligible for the 
highest rank in the Navy. That had 
great advantages; it would get rid of 
any jealously there might otherwise be, 
and it very much widened the field of 
choice for the appointment of Admirals. 
A good deal of ignorant criticism had 
been directed against the plan. But the 
whole thing at bottom depended on the 
spirit and character of the officers and 
men, and he had very grave doubts as to 
the wisdom of the policy the Admiralty 
was pursuing as to that. The leader of 
men was still wanted on board ship. 
The question was whether, under this 
new system of common entry and common 
training, the executive officer at the 
moment he was wanted would be a better 
officer and would engender greater confi- 
dence in his men than under the old 
system. He hoped that the Secretary to 
the Admiralty would be able to assure the 
Committee that the mind of the Admiralty 
was not irrevocably closed to the con- 
sideration of a return to something like 
the old system if this tremendous experi- 
ment should justify the doubts he had 
expressed. Some explanation was re- 
quired of the very considerable changes 
made in the strategic disposition of the 
various naval bases. He could not under- 
stand upon what sort of strategic principle 
Chatham, one of the most valuable of our 
naval ports, was as such to be abandoned.. 
It was capable of being made, in fact 
was already a first-class naval station, 
and occupied a finer position for action 
over the north of Europe than Roysth or 
any naval base on the East Coast. He 
understood that both sides of the 
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American continent had been almost threatened with extinction. He thought 
entirely abandoned so far as naval bases the Secretary to the Admiralty would 
were concerned. He dared say that recognise how urgent the question was 
enormous change was justified, but he from the point of view of saving life at 
thought they were entitled to know on sea, seeing that coastguards were in a 
what grounds it was being made. The great many cases actually responsible for 
Atlantie Fleet, he understood, was based the manning of lifeboats and the rocket 
on Gibraltar. It could not be denied that | apparatus under the control of the Board 
Gibraltar could be made absolutely red | of Trade. Already some of these coast- 
hot by any Power which was able guard stations had been abolished, and 
to occupy the campo and the country | he was sure the policy would be viewed 
immediately around, and he could not | with the greatest concern by all those 
help thinking that to base a fleet | who were anxious that this nation should 
on a place like that was a doubtful | not fall behind other nations in the 
and extremely hazardous experiment. | matter of saving life at sea. Ile con- 
With regard to submarines, they con-| tended that the coastguards were quite 
sisted of two kinds, the submarine | essential to our life-saving arrangements, 
and the submersible. The submarine | and we could not do without them 
dived by plunging, and that was the | unless something else was put in their 
type which this country had adopted. | place. It might be said that the diff- 
The submersible type, which had been| culty could be overcome by wireless 
adopted by nearly every other Power, | telegraphy, but that was not so. Those 
instead of plunging, went down upon an| who had read the accounts of what 
even keel, and was a much more practical | took place recently at the Hook 
sort of boat, was more easily controlled, | of Holland where the “Berlin” was 
and was far better for the firing of | wrecked, would recognise that although 
torpedoes. As a matter of fact, it had | these scientific mechanical contrivances 
been found by universal experience to be| were of great value in ordinary times, 
far safer than the plunging type which | when it came to a question of getting 
this country had adopted. He knew| men and women from a wreck it was 
that that was a very delicate subject, but | generally one brave man who did the 
if it was possible, consistent with the| job. The men were used to the sea 
publie service, to explain why the} and had the nerve for the work, but it 
Admiralty had adopted the submarine | was now proposed to substitute a smaller 
type, he hoped such an explanation would | force under the Board of Trade. He 
be given. On the whole, while, as he had | protested against any such proposal with- 
said, he profoundly dissented from the | out the gravest consideration, and he 
Prime Minister’s new doctrine of the} would urge the Secretary to the Admir- 
two-Power standard, he thought that the | alty not himself to countenance it unless 
proposals of the Government might be | what was put in the place of the coast- 
supported by those who like himself | | guard was equally efficient and equally 
desired to see our Navy paramount. | acquainted with the sea. An _ inter- 
| departmental Committee was considering 

Mayor SEELY (Liverpool, Aber- | the subject, and he would ask for an 
cromby) said he wished to put to the Secre- | assurance that nothing would be done 
tary to the Admiralty a practical question | | until that Committee had made its Neport 
on a point of immediate interest. It | and hon. Members had been able to con- 
referred to the proposed abolition of the | sider it. He understood that the Com- 
coastguards. Many hon. Members were | mittee had not yet finished its labours. 
particularly interested in the question. In | If that was so, he thought it would be 
the Isle of Wight there were a great many | reasonable that his right hon. friend 
coastguard stations, and they were now | should give an assurance that nothing 
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would be done in this most important 
matter until not only the inter-depart- 
mental Committee had reported, but until 
hon. Members on both sides of the House 
had had an opportunity of considering the 
Report. 


Supply 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON was 
understood to assent. 


*Mr. WILKIE (Dundee) said he desired 
to say a few words as a representative 
of many of the men who were concerned 
in the matter before the House. He 
congratulated the right hon. Gentleman 
on the lucid businesslike speech he made 
in introducing the subject. While he was 
no alarmist, he must candidly confess that 
he was in favour of a sufficient, efficient, 
and proficient Navy. What he meant by 
that was that the ships commissioned 
should be efficiently armed, and above all 
proficiently manned. In the manning 
of the fleets by proficient men of all 
grades lay their real fighting power. In 
the present state of science and in view 
of the great advancements which were 
being made surely it was not too chimeri- 
cal to suppose that it was possible 


before many years were over to see what | 
might be called the United States of | 


Kurope so far as peace was concerned. He 


wished to support the hon. Member for | 


Portsmouth in the statement he had made, 
and to urge the representatives of the 
Admiralty to consider the case of the men 
of the lower deck. If these men were 
permitted to organise for the purpose of 
explaining their grievances it would be 
much better. And the men afloat should be 
able to approach the powers that be with 
the view of having their grievances dealt 
with in a different manner from that 
followed at present. It had been said that 
they were now getting clever lads for 
the Navy. During his own chequered 
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career in life he had always fought shy of 
clever people. He had found that they 
very often went up like a rocket and 
came down like a stick. He thought it 
would be for the benefit of the Depart- 
ment if the men were able to approach 
the Admiralty through representatives. 
If they were able to do so, there would 
be less likelihood of outbreaks such as 
that which occurred at Portsmouth, 
and the grievances would be dealt 
with in a reasonable manner, and 
in a business method. Skilled me- 
chanies of various trades aboard ship 
were only receiving a pittance of 2s. 9d. per 
day. How could the Admiralty expect 
efficient men if that was the recompense 
they received ? The men could not get 
above the rank of warrant officers, some 
of whom only got 5s. 6d. per day, whereas 
chargemen with similar duties ashore 
would receive somewhere about double 
that sum. They had had no advance 
on their rate of pay for the last thirty 
years. The grievances of these men 
should be considered by the Admiralty. 


Sir JOHN BENN (Devonport) said 
that in the admirable statement issued by 
the First Lord of the Admiralty he found 
the following paragraph— 

‘The question of rating advancement and 
the conditions of service of seamen and petty 
officers has been carefully reviewed during the 
year, and certain proposals, having for their 
principal object the improvement of the 
position and responsibility of the petty officer, 
are now under consideration with a view to 
their adoption in the course of the coming 
financial year.” 

He had a mass of evidence bearing on 
that paragraph, but he would save the 
Committee from listening to it if he could 
get a promise from the Secretary to the 
Admiralty that a conference between 
the First Lord and other officials at the 
Admiralty and the Members who repre- 


sented dockyard constituencies, similar to 
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that which was held two or three years 
ago, could be arranged to discuss dock- 
yard grievances. 


Supply 


*Mr. LAMBERT said that he could | 


assure the hon. Member for Devonport 
that the First Lord was very anxious 
personally to probe to the bottom any 
grievances that existed, and would be 


delighted to receive a deputation of | 


Members representing dockyard con- 
stituencies. They could then thresh out 
much better the House of 
Commons all the minute and intricate 
questions That 
equally applied to the remarks of the 
hon. Member for Portsmouth and the hon. 
Member for Plymouth, whom he must 
congratulate on having made so excellent 
aspeech. At the late hour of a quarter 
past eleven they would excuse him from 
going into all the questions that had been 
raised in the debate. With regard to 
submarines, the views expressed by the 
hon. Member opposite should be placed 
before the proper experts. He need not 
go into the question of the training of 
officers which had been raised by an hon. 
Member opposite, but would refer him 
to the hon. Member for Bury St. 
Edmunds. The hon. Member for Fare- 
ham had asked questions about the dock 
at Portsmouth. The Admiralty were 
fully alive to the importance of that 
matter; but it would be extremely 
difficult to make a new lock of sufficient 
depth and length at Portsmouth. The 


than in 


involved. assurance 


opinion of eminent outside engineers was | 


being taken as to the best means by 
which the object could be achieved of 
giving better access to great ships into 
the dock at Portsmouth. 
question raised by the hon. Member for 
the Blackfriars Division of Glasgow, the 
scheme for mechanicians and_stokers, 
introduced a year or two ago, was still in 
Sir John Benn. 
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| process of development. The Admiralty 
believed that ultimately it would be 
| successful, but at present they could not 
accede to the wish of the hon. Member 
and pull the whole system up by the 
roots to see whether it was growing or 
not; but he could assure the hon. 
Member that the Admiralty had an open 
mind on the subject and that they would 
watch the system carefully, and if 
improvements could be introduced the 
Department would them out. 
All they desired was the efficiency of the 
Navy ; and he made an appeal to the 
Committee to grant Vote A and Vote 1, 
assuring hon. Members that for all the 
money they entrusted to the Board of 
Admiralty they would have full value. 


carry 


Mr. HAVELOCK WILSON (Middles- 
brough) said he was not a naval expert, 
but he believed in the manning of the 
Navy with efficient men. They had 
been promised over and over again 
that all the matters raised by the 
Labour Members should 
consideration, but he had not heard a 
single word in regard to the lower deck 
sailors and the stokers whose rate of pay 
was only £2 15s. per month compared 
with £4 10s. per month paid to the same 
class of men in the merchant service 
together with their rations. The men in 
the Royal Navy had to buy out of their 
wages a considerable portion of their 
rations. It was generally supposed by 
the people of this country that the 
Government provided the naval men 
with their provisions; but he could 
assure hon. Members that it cost an 
ordinary stoker £1 per month out of his 
wages for the purchase of additional 
| stores which were necessary to keep him 
in health and equal to his work. That 
was a question which ought to be taken 
into serious consideration. Unless the 
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men in the Royal Navy spent that | 


money on extra rations they would 
often go hungry. 


*Mr. BOWLES said that he had lived 
on the official ration. 


Mr. HAVELOCK WILSON said that 
that was the reason why the hon. Gentle- 
He knew what Navy 
rations were, and what rations were in 
He also knew 


man was so thin. 


the mercantile service. 
that the shipowners in the latter service 
were very keen on obtaining the Navy 
scale for merchant seamen, because it 
would save them about 2d. per man a 
day. He was told that the sum which 
it cost the Government to feed a stoker 
or fireman on His Majesty’s ships was 
10d. for twenty-four hours. In_ his 
opinion it was cruel to expect any man 
to work for twenty-four hours on 10d. 
for food. What it meant was that the 
men had to provide food out of their own 
Another question to which he 
wished to call attention was the system 
of canteens on board warships. He was 
told that private contractors paid £300 
for getting the contract to supply a ship’s 
stores, and that they got it on the under- 
standing that they charged whatever 
price they liked. A man, whom he had 
every reason to believe, told him that he 
had paid 2s. 6d. for a tin of sardines 
which cost the contractors about 5d. He 
had brought this whole food question 
before the House on many previous occa- 
sions, and as far back as ten years ago, 
when he was promised that the matter 
should have very careful consideration. 


wages. 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON said 
the matter was being considered now. 


Mr. HAVELOCK WILSON said he 
Was going to take nothing for granted. 
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(Navy Estimates). 
He wanted to know who was considering 
it. What Committee was considering it ? 
| They had had Committees upon this 
subject for years, and they had arrived 
| at the conclusion that the Navy rations 
| were excellent. What was the reason 
_why at the end of ten years many of our 
best seamen left the Navy? He would 
‘like to know whether the 
|experts had considered that question. 
It was all very well to talk about a one, 
two, three, or four-Power standard, but 
it cost the country £400 or £500 to 
At the end of ten years 


naval 


train a seaman. 
service that man was at his best. He 
knew his trade as a gunner and every- 
thing in connection with the service. 
But the men were disgusted with their 
miserable pay, out of which they had to 
buy extra food and pay charges for 
uniform. There was thus very little left 
for the sailor at the end of the year. 
That was why so many men left the Navy. 
If there was a committee of inquiry into 
these matters, which was what he wanted, 
he hoped that it would not be formed 
of naval experts. He had nothing to 
say against them. They were good men 
who had been brought up in the Navy 
and looked back to the time of Nelson. 
Nelson was a great man, but we wanted 
to get up to date. As a lower deck man, 
he held that the time had come when it 
ought to be ‘possible for a man to start 
at the lowest rung of the ladder and rise 
to the top. In that way they would get 
better and abler men for the Navy. As 
things were, the best places were reserved 
for the sons of the well-to-do. He refused 
to believe that simply because they were 
some of the well-to-do they had more 
brains than anybody else. Then as to 
the shipwrights, they were a most im- 
portant body of men on warships. A 
Committee recommended that they should 





be dispensed with, but when a ship had 
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gone ashore and got into a difficult 
position the shipwrights had proved 
themselves of great use in salving vessels. 
On one occasion he knew that they saved 
nearly £1,000,000 of money in salving 
a ship by constructing coffer dams and 
bringing that vessel into port. They only 
received however 5s. 6d. a day at the 
highest. That was not a high wage for 
skilled men in such a responsible position. 
The lower grades of shipwrights were 
paid 1s. 8d., 2s., and 2s. 4d.aday. The 
same class of men working in the private 
shipyards received 7s. a day. That was 
a matter into which some inquiry ought 
to be made. He did not think the 
Government ought to waste the tax- 
payers’ money, but they ought to be 
model employers and pay something 
like the current rate of wages, taking, 
of course, into consideration the fact 


Adjournment 


that the naval man received a pension 
at the end of his service. There was a 
good deal of dissatisfaction among the 
men in the lower grades of the service, 
and he therefore suggested that a Com- 
mittee, not of naval experts but of 
business men, should be appointed to 
inquire into the matter. He would 
revert for a moment to the question of 
the canteen. The money spent by the 
men on a big ship in the canteen was 
about £700 a month, and the Govern- 
ment let these canteens out to a con 
tractor who sweated the men. Had we 
not now arrived at the time when 
“« Liverpool pantiles ”"—the biscuits served 
out to the men—could be done away 
with? Ships could now carry proper | 
stoves and stores and cook their bread | 
on board, and not only would the barrels | 
of flour take up less room than the barrels | 
of biscuits, but the bread could be made 
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*THe CHAIRMAN pointed out that 
the hon. Member was going into great 
detail on Vote 2. The general discussion 
was being taken on Votes A and 1, and 
points of detail on other Votes were 
usually left till those Votes were taken. 


Mr. HAVELOCK WILSON expressed 
his regret at having contravened the 
rules of order, but said a great deal of 
latitude had been given and he thought 
that he would be allowed to bring these 
points before the Committee. They were 
of very great importance. 
whether he had been out of order or not 
he had had his say, and he hoped the 
right hon. Gentleman would give the 
matters his consideration. 


However, 


*Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON said 
that the hon. Gentleman might rest 
assured that all the points he had raised 
would be well considered. He hoped 
hon. Members would now agree to the 
Votes. 


Original Question, “That 128,000 
officers, seamen, and boys be employed 
for the Sea and Coast Guard Services for 
the year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1908, including 11,595 Royal Marines,” 
put, and agreed to. 


2. £6,869,700, wages, etc., of Otlicers, 
Seamen, Boys, Coast Guard, and Royal 
Marines. 


Resolutions to be 
Monday next; Committee to sit again 
upon Monday next. 


reported upon 


And, it being after half-past Eleven 


‘of the Clock, Mr. SPEAKER adjourned the 


House without Question put, pursuant to 


on board ship at a cheaper price than the Standing Order. 


biseuits could be supplied at and there | 
would thus be a saving to the nation. 
Mr. Havelock Wilson. 


Adjourned at twenty minutes 
before Twelve o’clock. 
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1007 (Juestions. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, 8th March, 1907. 


The House met at Twelve of the 
Clock. 
PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE LEGISLATION 
(SCOTLAND) ACT, 1899. 

THE CHAIRMAN OF WAYS AND 

* MEANS reported, That, after conferring 
with the Chairman of Committees of the 
: House of Lords, for the purpose of deter- 
2 mining in which House of Parliament 
the respective Bills under the Private 
‘Legislative Procedure (Scotland) Act, 
1899, should be first considered, they 
had determined that the following 3il] 
should originate in the House of Lords, 
viz. :—Aberdeen Corporation. 


Report to lie upon the Table. 


PROCEDURE 


Rawtenstall Corporation Bill. Read a 


second time. 


PETITIONS. 
MINES (EIGHT HOURS) BILL. 
From Allhallows ; 


COAL 
Petitions in favour ; 


) at Kang commencement of a 


B. Winning; Cockermouth ; Codnor ; 
Delph ; Dowlais (two); Ellenborough ; 
E ‘llistown ; Great Clifton; Horsley 
” W oodhouse ; ; Ireland; Leven; Loscoe; 
Moor House Guards; Morley Main ; 
Netherton; Oughterside; Outfield ; 
Pentrich; Pontefract; St Helen's ; 


Snibston ; Soothill ; 
to lie upon 


© Seaton Moor Pit ; 
and Wythemoor Collieries ; 
the Table. 
MARRIAGE WITH A DECEASED WIFE’S 
SISTER BILL. 
Petition from Penryn, against ; to lie 
upon the Table. 


An Asteris 


MUNICIPAL LOANS (PURCHASE OF 
LAND). 


Petition from Workington, for legisla- 
tion; to lie upon the Table. 


WOMEN’S ENFRANCHISEMENT BILL. 
Petitions in favour ; From Eastbourne ; 


Ilford; Kingston; Ladybank; North 
Hackney ; Paddington ;  Rastrick ; 
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and 


Questions. 


Reigate; Truro; Wednesbury ; 
Westminster ; to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 





BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
Copy presented, of Report on the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, the Royal 
Colleges of Science and of Art, the 
Geological Survey and Museum, and on 
the work of the Solar Physics Committee 
for the year 1905 {by Command]; to 
lie upon the Table. 


SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND.) 
Return presented, relative thereto 


{ordered 7th March; Mr. Runciman]; to 
lie upon the Table. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES 
Cavan Land Appeal Cases. 

Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY (Cavan, 
W.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland when the 
decisions will be given in the land appeal 
cases, heard at Cavan in November, 1906 ; 
how many cases were heard at the sitting 
referred tu ; how many of these had the 
assessors to inspect; and how many 
assessors were employed on these cases. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Land 
Commission hope that the decisions in 
the cases referred to will be given during 
the present month. The number cf cases 
heard was 113, in all of which it was 
necessary for the assessors to inspect the 
holdings. Two assessors were employed 
on these casés, but, as they had certain 
work in hand from previous sittings, it 
was not possible for them to commence 
inspection of the Cavan cases at once, and 
the inspection was further delayed by 
bad weather. 


Fair Rent Agreements. 

Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he will state how 
many fair rent agreements were filed in 
the Land Commission for the three years 
ending 3lst July, 1903; and how manv 
fair rent agreements were filed in the 


2Q 
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Land Commission for the three years 
ending 3lst July, 1906. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Land 
Commission inform me that, for the 
period first mentioned, the number of 
fair rent agreements lodged with them 
was 18,799, and for the second period 
the number was 18,701. 


Refusal of Commissioners to Sanction 
Land Sales. 


Mr. VINCENT KENNEDY : To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he will state in how 
many cases the Estates Commissioners 
have refused to sanction the sale of 
estates under the Irish Land Act of 1903 ; 
and how many cases of refusal of sale 
were on the ground that the lands before 
them were not an estate. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that they have 
refused to sanction the sale of estates in 
fifty-four cases. In each of these cases 
the Commissioners’ refusal took the form 
of declining to declare the lands to be an 
estate for the purposes of the Land Act, 
1903. 


Delay in Erection of School at Emly, 
Tipperary. 

Mr. CULLINAN (Tipperary, 8.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether he is aware 
that negotiations for the erection of a 
national school at Emly, county Tip- 
perary, have been carried on for over 
four years ; and that on the 10th January, 
1905, the Commissioners of National 
Education ordered the erection of a 
schoolhouse for 350 children ; and if he 
can give an assurance that the necessary 
loan will be forthcoming at an early date 
so that this work may be proceeded with 
without further delay. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) I regret 
the delay of which the hon. Member 
complains, but the case has not been 
proceeded with pending a settlement of 
the general question of building grants to 
uational schools which is still under 
ronsideration. 


Poor Law Administration. 
Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington) : To 
ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board if he will state the exact 
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number of statutes forming the Law of 
Poor Law administration, and the number 
of Local Government Board Orders now 
in force, and not withdrawn to date ; the 
number of amending Laws since the Act 
of 1834 to date ; and will he consider the 
advisability of the consolidation of these 
statutes. 


(Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) It is 
difficult to give precise figures as regards 
these matters ; but I may state that the 
Index to the Statutes enumerates under 
the head of “ Poor” 158 Acts of Parlia- 
ment (extending only to England and 
Wales) as being in force at the end of 
the session of 1905, and relating wholly 
or partly to the subject. Of these 118 
have been passed since 1834. Many of 
the Statutes enumerated, however (as 
eg. The Agricultural Rates Act, 1896), 
only relate indirectly to Poor Law 
administration. The number of Poor 
Law General Orders in force which apply 
to the whole or greater part of England 
and Wales may be taken as approximately 
sixty-five. I realise the advantage which 
would be likely to result from the 
consolidation of the Poor Law Statutes, 
but the work is one which would hardly 
be undertaken pending the Report of the 
Royal Commission on the Poor Laws. 


Holding of Martin Maher of Ballingarry, 
County Tipperary. 

Mr. KENDAL O'BRIEN (Tipperary, 
Mid.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he can say 
whether it is the intention of the Estates 
Commissioners on acquiring the farm on 
the Langley estate from which Martin 
Maher, of Ballingarry, in the county of 
Tipperary, was evicted, to have the farm 
divided instead of giving it back to him; 
and, if so, whether, in view of the fact 
that such a proceeding would be contrary 
to the provisions of The Land Act, 1908, 
he will take steps to see that Martin 
Maher gets back his entire holding. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that it is their 
intention to reinstate Martin Maher in 
portion of his former holding, namely, 
147 acres, and to utilise the remainder, 
amounting to 111 acres, for the enlarge- 
ment of small holdings. The Commis 
sioners hold that this proceeding is not 
contrary to the provisions of the Act of 
1903. 
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Belfast Royal Irish Constabulary. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, 8.) : To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-J.ieutenant 
of Ireland if, as the result of the recent 
inquiry regarding the Royal Irish Con- 
stabulary at Belfast, it is contemplated 
to make any changes in the present 
system ; and, if so, can he state what will 
be their extent and character. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The only 
changes contemplated in the Belfast 
police system are certain changes in the 
allocation of the detective force, based on 
the experience of the working of the 
detective branch in recent years. The 
matter is at present under consideration. 


Appointments of Irish County Surveyors. 

Mr. SLOAN : To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if 
he can state the number of county 
surveyors who have been appointed since 
the Local Government Act, 1898, came 
into operation ; how many were Roman 
Catholics and Protestants respectively ; 
how many qualified by examination ; and 
how many were appointed by competitive 
examination. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) According 
to the records of the Local Government 
Board, five appointments to county 
surveyorships have been made since the 
Act of 1898 came into force. The Board 
have no information as to the religious 
belief of the persons appointed. County 
surveyors are required to pass a qualify- 
ing Civil Service examination. There is 
no competitive examination. 


Increased Allowances to Irish Prison 
flicials. 

Mr. SLOAN: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether, in view of the fact that the 
Treasury has recently sanctioned a grant 
of considerable benefit to the prison staffs 
in England by way of increase of salary 
and lodging allowance, he will consider 
the advisability of securing similar treat- 
ment to the officials of the Irish prison 
service. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I beg to 
refer to the Answer which I gave to the 
similar Question put by the hon. Member | 
for South Meath on 18th February.7 I 
have nothing to add at present. 
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| WOMEN’S ENFRANCHISEMENT BILL. 
Order for Second Reading read. 


*Mr. DICKINSON (St. Pancras, N.) 
said that he rose with some diffidence 


to move that the Women’s Enfran- 
chisement Bill be read a_ second 
time as he knew that there’ were 


many Members of this House who had 
laboured for years in the cause of woman 
suffrage, and who were far better qualified 
to speak for it than he was. Especially 
he felt that he almost owed an apology to 
the hon. Member for Merthyr and the 
right hon. Baronet the Member for the 
| Forest of Dean for taking out of their 
hands the conduct of a Bill dealing with 
a subject to which their earnest and 
| powerful advocacy had given impetus 
during recent years. But while far less 
competent than those hon. Members, he 
was not less earnest. In view of the 
opinion which he knew existed as to the 
expediency of bringing forward this 
measure at the present time, he could 
assure the House that he did so only be- 
cause he was profoundly convinced that 
the political enfranchisement of women 
would immensely add to the social ad- 
vantage of the kingdom, and to the 
advance of civilization throughout the 
world ; and that to avoid the discussion 
of it in this Chamber was neither politic 
nor just. His task had been rendered not 
less difficult by incidents which had 
recently taken place not far from the 
House. He did not venture to approve 
or disapprove of the methods adopted by 
some of the more ardent advocates of 
woman suffrage ; but he submitted to the 
House that even if, in their opinion, those 
methods had been misguided — and 
personally he thought they had done a 
great deal of damage to the cause, in 
the eyes both of many Members of this 

















+ See (4) Debates, clxix., 533-4. 


House and of a large section of the 
thinking women in the country—it was all 


| the more necessary that this great question 


' 


should have a fair and unprejudiced con- 
sideration. It should be borne in mind that 
whatever had been done by a section of 
the advocates of woman suffrage they must 
not allow that to overshadow the patient 
and persevering endeavour on the part of 
many high-minded and intellectual women 
who for the last century had laboured for 
a cause which they regarded as of supreme 
importance to their sex and to humanity. 
What was that cause? It was not 
merely the cause of woman suffrage. 


2Q2 








1103 Women’s 
It was really the cause of democracy, and 
it had been put forward on the broad 
principle that every citizen should have 
aright to vote for those who made the 
laws which he or she had to obey. We 
had acted on that principle partially 
in this country, and almost invariably 
when we extended self-government to 
the Colonies. The one exception we 
made was to exclude women from the 
category of citizenship. He did not 
propose to argue the principle of woman 
suffrage; he believed it was already 
uceepted by the thinking people of 
this and other countries. [Cries of 
“No.”|] It had certainly been accepted 
by men to whom both sides of the 
House must give the utmost respect— 
John Stuart Mill, Cobden, Fawcett, 
Maurice, Villiers, Lord Salisbury and 
Archbishop Temple, ali of whom were 
firmly convinced of the expediency and 
justice of granting the suffrage to women. 
And they knew that the two men to whom 
the Sovereign of this country had 


entrusted the affairs of the nation—the | 


respective leaders to whom on both sides 
of the House they owed great respect— 
had announced themselves as, being in 
favour of woman suffrage. No fewer than 
400 Members of the House had also 
expressed their adherence to the principle 
of it. He did not wish to remind those 
hon. Members of any promises they had 
made; but he was justified in assuming 
that when the question was addressed 
to them their reply honestly represented 
what their feeling was, viz., that they 
were in favour of the principle of woman 
suffrage. Then the House in its corporate 
capacity had accepted the principle of 
woman suffrage on three separate occa- 
sions. When a Women’s Franchise Bill 
was read a second time in 1897 it was 
carried by a majority of 71, 385 
Members having voted. In 1904 a 
Resolution — 

**That the disabilities of women in respect 
of Parliamentary franchise ought to be rz- 
moved by legislation ”— 
was carried by a majority of 114. If 
they based their ideas of the franchise 
on the theory that he had laid down 
there was no logical answer to the claim 
of women to have the franchise. A 
woman was a citizen as much as a man 
was. She joined in almost all industrial 
enterprises; her labour contributed to 
the wealth of the nation; she took her 
share in all national movements; she 


Mr. Dickinson. 
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paid rates and taxes; she held no un. 
honoured place in science, art, and 
literature ; she had made her way into 
almost every profession ; she was to be 
found in almost every commercial office, 
Even the old argument that women 
should not have the vote because they 
could not fight had been disproved hy 
experience. The Boer women fought 
for their country ; and no civilised nation 
could now send out an army to war 
unless it sent with it a band of hero's 
nurses, who were as willing to r-k 
their lives under the Red Cross as were 
the soldiers in the fighting line. It was 
too late to raise the objection that women 
held a different position as citizens from 
that of men. It was also too late to raise 
the plea of their inferiority of intellect. 
Long ago we had abandoned the idea of 
setting up any standard of intelligence or 
education as a requirement for the grant- 
Our registration 
laws, with their many inconsistencies, cut 
out a large number of men in all grades 
of society from enjoying the privilege of 
the franchise ; but there was no man, in 
theory, so poor, so ignorant, or so vicious, 
who could not, by the simple expedient 
of holding a roof over his head for twelve 
months, obtain the whole rights of citizen- 
ship. So long as it could be said that 
no fewer than 34,000 men voters could 
not read the ballot papers on which they 
were asked to make their cross, it could 
not be alleged that women should not 
have the right to vote becanse of their 
inferiority of intellect. If the House 
were to lay down a criterion of education 
or insist that an elector should pass an 
examination, he ventured to say that 


women would gladly submit them- 
selves to the same test and show 
themselves equally competent with 


men to be entrusted with the right to 
vote. It was also too late to raise the 
‘idea that the grant of the suffrage to 
women would injuriously revolutionise 
the social relationships of the sexes. 
We had now had experience of woman 
suffrage in different parts of the globe 
—in four States in America, in the 
Colonies of Australia, in Finland, and 
even at our own shores in the Isle of 
Man. Although he did not ask the House 
necessarily to follow the example of 
smaller nationalities, still they could 
draw a lesson from them, and in these 
countries there was a unanimity of 
opinion that none of the forebodings as 
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to the disturbance of the social relations 
between men and women had actually 
been realised in practice. He would 


quote what had been said by the late | 


Mr. Seddon, who for so many years was 


Prime Minister of New Zealand. After | 


stating that at first he had not been 


altogether in favour of enfranchising | 


women, Mr. Seddon said in 1902— 
“There was a fear that woman would forego 
her place in society ; that she would neglect her 
home duties by attending to public questions 
and polities while her family was neglected. 
She has not been in the least unsexed ; she 
stands to-day higher than previously. She 
has kept her place in society. She has a 
wider sphere of action, and with experience 
and opportunities she is now less inclined to’ 
that narrow limit which in my opinion has 
been detrimental to the Empire. She has 
larger and deeper questions to think over. 
She has to use her ‘idheenes in respect thereto.” 
lf any further proof were required 
for what he was contending, it was to 
be found in the action of the Common- 
wealth of Australia. When the Federal 
Constitution was granted to the Com- 
monwealth, two out of the five Colonies 
haul woman suffrage, but one of the 
first acts which the Federal Parliament 
passed granted the sufirage to all women, 
au. it might be taken for certain that 
if \ oman suffrage had acted injuriously in 
the constituent colonies the new Federal 
Parliament would not have extended the 
yots to all women in the Dominion of the 
Commonwealth. It was too late to say 
thet women did not want the vote, 
ani would not use it. Experience gave 
an absolute denial 
Wherever women had a vote they did 
use it. In America and in every one 
of our Colonies where they had _ the 
privilege women voted. He had heard 
indeed of complaints being raised against 
th: women who had exercised their 
right to vote last week in the London 
Co.inty Council elections. They might 
have been right or wrong as to how 
they voted, but they certainly voted, 
and shewed that they valued the right 
to record their opinions. He believed 
it to be a fact that more petitions in 
favour of woman suffrage had been 
presented to the House than on any 
other subject. Those who had studied 
the question had noticed that all over 
the Continent the idea of granting the 
sullrage to women had grown enormously. 
There was an International Alliance of 
women who took a very large part in 
furthering the cause of female suffrage 
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}in ditferent countries of the world. 
|'There was hardly a country on the 
|} Continent which had not a woman 
suffrage society working for the vote. 
| In Sweden they had advanced almost 
within sight of victory, whilst in 
| Finland the women had actually 
attained the suffrage by means of a 
revolution. He hoped that we might 
| not arrive at a condition of affairs in 
| this country when women would have to 
| obtain their rights by means of a revolu- 
ition.” He might be asked how far 
|the Bill, the Second Reading of 
| which he was moving, carried out the 
| proposition which he had laid down, viz., 
that every citizen should have a right 
to vote for the men who made the laws 
and conducted the affairs of the nation. 
/ Of course, it was not a Bill for adult 
| suffrage. He could not help thinking 
| that those hon. Members who objected 
to it on this score were looking 
for some excuse for voting against it. 
He could not, in justice to the House, 
| bring forward the measure as a measure 
| for adult suffrage. What he was anxious 
to obtain was an expression of opinion 
on the part of hon. Members on the 
question of whether women ought to 
have a vote; and it would not be fair 
to women or to the House to complicate 
it with the larger question. Moreover, 
the difficulties of a private Member 
| rendered it almost impossible for him to 
/Suggest a measure ior adult suffrage. 
/A Bill of that kind would have no 
chance of advancing the cause which 
he and his hon. friends had at heart. 
The Bill was a limited one, such as a 
private Member might introduce, and all 
that he was asking the House to accept 
was the principle that neither ~ sex 
nor marriage,should be a disqualification 
for a vote. As to sex, the Bill contained 
the same words as were embodied in the 
Act of 1869, passed by a Liberal Govern- 
ment, to amend the Municipal Corpora- 
tions Act of 1832. That Act had 
established the municipal vote? but had 








limited it to men. ‘ihe Act of 1869 
extended it to women. As regarded 


marriage, the question arose in con- 
nection with a municipal — election 
as to whether a married woman could 
exercise the vote, and inthe case of f. v. 
Hurrald, Lord Chief Justice Cockburn 
decided that ‘‘ marriage was, at Common 
Law, a total disqualification.” In that 
respect also the present Bill followed 
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precedent, mamely, that of the Local ; 
Government Act of 1894, which contained | 
the provision that— | 

‘* A woman shall not be disqualified by 


. . ; | 
reason of marriage from being an elector.” 


| 


He was merely asking the House to extend | 
to Parliamentary elections the principles 
of the Act of 1869 and 1894, and in 
so doing, to get rid of the last 
renmant of what he might call the | 
savage doctrine that a woman when | 
she marries abandons her rights as a/| 
citizen. It was objected that bis Bill was 
too limited inasmuch as it did not 
enfranchise all women as he would 
desire it todo. He would like to see the 
contrary, and especially he would desire 
that his Bill should enfranchise the wives 
of the working men, whom he looked | 
upon as the most important section | 
of the female population of the country. | 
He would especially like to enfranchise 
married women, inasmuch as_ the 
greatest claim for woman franchise was 
founded on the fact that the working 
girls of the country had now no means 
of advancing their claims before the 
House in regard to their conditions of 
employment, and he thought it was 
essential in any extension of the 
franchise that the mothers of these girls 
should have the opportunity of voting. 
With regard to this, however, he could 
only say that after all that was not 
the end of the story. It was only the 





Se ae : ; | 
beginning of it. He did not know} 
. . | 

whether this Bill would pass. In any | 


case if it passed it could not come into | 
operation until 1909, and he could not 
help thinking that before this Parliament 
expired the Government must intro- | 
duce some measure dealing generally | 
with the franchise. His belief was that | 
| 
| 
| 


the Liberal Party could not leave office 
until it had settled the question of the 
plural vote and the inconsistencies and 
Injustices attending the ownership and 
lodger votes. What he urged was that | 
they should lay down the _ principle 
that wemen were not to be excluded 
in any Bill of franchise reform, and 
then there would be plenty of opportunity 
before they went again to the country 
to establish a system under which 
women should be fairly represented 
among themselves. ‘This Bill was, there- | 
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|the detriment of another did 
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ponderance to the wealthier classes, 
The question whether women would vote 
Conservative or Liberal was not one which 
should affect the House, but the question 
whether it would enfranchise one class to 
deserve 
consideration. He could not help think- 
ing that the fears on that ground were 
largely exaggerated. It was difficult to 
say what the actual operation of the Bill 
would be, but he was convinced that 
the great bulk of the women who were 
to be enfranchised would be those who 
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_were already upon the registers of county 


and borough electors. They knew some- 
thing about those. Statistics had been 
circulated which showed that in certain 
towns 80 or 90 per cent. were working 
women. One of the papers which had 
been sent to Members happened to 
include his own constituency of North 
St. Pancras. It was in fhe North of 
London and was a fairly representative 
suburban constituency. In the year 
1904, the women electors numbered 1,014, 
and of these 3 per cent. belonged to the 
wealthy, upper middle and upper classes ; 
37 per cent. to the well-to-do middle 
class, and 60 per cent. to those who had 


_ good ordinary earnings or were very poor. 


Since 1904 the decision of the Court 
of Appeal had been given in regard to 
latchkey voters, and this had altered 
the figures. It had added nearly 1,000 
women voters to the county electorate 
in his Division, and had considerably 
altered the percentages. The percentage 
of wealthy, upper middle and upper 
classes was now 2 per cent.; that of the 
well-to-do middle class 27 per cent. 
instead of 37 per cent.; and that of 
those who had good ordinary earnings 
or were very poor 71 per cent. instead 
of 60 per cent. Those figures fairly 
represented what would be the situation 
and showed that under this Bill they 
would not be enfranchising the wealthy 
to the detriment of the poor. But 
it was said that they would, under 
the Bill, give great facilities to the 
extension of the ownership vote, and 
would accentuate the evils of faggot 
votes. The figures which he had 


|given would, he thought, more than 


compensate for that. If, however, it 
was thought that the abuses which 
affected our old franchise system ought 








fore, only a step towards the larger and | not to be permitted, he was sure that in 
better franchise. Another objection was | Committee those who were in charge of 
that the Bill would give an undue pre-' the Bill would not object to any proposals 


Mr. Dickinson. 
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which, while obtaining votes for women, 
would prevent the creation of faggot 
votes. There was no reason why in 
enfranchising woman they should not 
limit her rights. He was afraid he had 
detained the House too long, but he 
asked the House for the Second Reading 
of this Bill which he had based on the 
declaration it had made in 1904— 

“That the disabilities of women in respect 
of Parliamentary franchise should be removed.” 

That was all he asked on the present 
occasion and he desired hon. Members to 
address to themselves the simple question 
whether it was just that a woman 
should be denied electoral rights merely 
because she was a woman, and merely 
because she was married. He believed 
there could be but one answer to that in 
the minds of hon. Members. He was sure 
that there would be but one answer on the 
part of the people. The women’s claim 
was for justice, and justice in the end must 
inevitably prevail. He trusted that the 
Party to which he had the honour to 
belong and which based its existence on 
the principle of electoral equality, would 
not stand out in history as the Party 
which refused to women that which in 
future was certain to be regarded as the 
elementary right of either sex 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That the Bill be now read a second 
time.” 
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take the course that best represented the 
views of its individual members. So far 
for the action of the Government in its 
relations to the House of Commons. 
But he had a word or two to say in 
regard to his own personal opinion on 
the matter. He was in favour of the 
general principle of the inclusion of 
women. He held that view not solely on 
the ground of abstract right or principle, 
although on that he would urge there was 
much to be said. For instance, a woman 
paid taxes and had no direct representa- 
tion. She had no power of influencing 








those who controlled the taxation. She had 
to obey the laws and to act upon arrange- 
ments which affected her persunal liberty 
in a thousand ways—arrangements in 
shaping which she had no share ; and he 
thought the case had been very much 
intensified of late years by the much 
larger part that women had been, not 
only allowed, but invited and encouraged 
to take in wage-earning, in work in 
trades, in professional occupations, and 
other ways, which surely increased the 
inconsistency of denying her Parliamen- 
tary rights while conceding her civic 
duties. He thought that the stage was 
long past when it could be urged that a 
woman by her nature and by her posi- 
tion in society was sheltered in some 
mysterious way from the buffeting and 
turmoil of life, and was unfitted for taking 
any part or exercising any share in 
public affairs. In fact, we had given up 








THE PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or THE TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs) 
said he must make an apology to the | 
House for interposing at that early hour ; 
but the simple reason was that he had 
another engagement elsewhere, which 
would take him away from the House 
for two or three hours, and therefore he 
wished to state at once what the attitude 
of the Government would be in the matter. 
The present was one of the not infrequent 
occasions when it was the duty and the 
necessity of the Government—of any 
Government—to leave the decision of 
the question before it to the House. 
There was not only, as he believed, no 
consentaneous opinion on the question in 
any part of the House, and no affectation 
of unanimity ; but one might almost say 
that on every bench in the House—there 
might be exceptions—there was a differ- 
ence of opinion. In those circumstances, 
of course it was for the House itself to 





the idea—or we ought to have given it 
up—which had been prevalent in former 
days, that a woman was, if he might use 
the phrase, an outlander by predestina- 
tion. But the way in which he ap- 
proached the question was not only that 
of abstract right, but also that of ex- 
pediency. Was it good for the State 
that women Should be excluded from 
the franchise? Was it for the public 
advantage? What were the questions 
now with which Parliament had been 
called upon to deal, was now dealing, 
and in future, he ventured to say, would 
in larger and larger measure be called 
upon to deal? There were questions 
affecting children—education from one 
end to the other; feeding in schools ; 
such a proposal as had been before them, 
or would be, for municipal milk depots— 
that might be a good thing or a bad 
thing, it might be expedient or inexpedi- 
ent, but he was talking of the nature of 
the question; there was legislation 
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regarding infant mortality—was not that 


a subject calculated to sober the House 
Then there was the care_ 


of Commons ? 


of pauper children. Could anyone say 


that these were without the range of. 


woman’s knowledge and_ experience ? 
Then the whole question of temperance. 
Who was most affected by the hours 
of the closing of public-houses? Was 
it the man or the woman? Who 
was it that was most concerned ! 
Who was, he would not say most 
concerned, but certainly profoundly in- 
terested in any regulations 
be imposed upon the presence of children 
in public-houses? The whole of these 
questions were domestic questions upon 
which the opinion of the woman was 
of equal value with, if not of greater 
value than, that of the man. Housing, 
sanitary laws and their administration 
— matters which made all the difference 
between life and death, between comfort 
and happiness on the one hand and 
intolerable conditions on the other—were 
they safe in relying solely on the political 
intuition and experience of the existing 
male electors of the country? The 
opinion had been borne in upon him very 
strongly, as years had gone on, that it 
was the woman's view above all others 
that they wanted to know upon all these 
questions. Hethought a mere statement 
of the cases amounted to a reductio ad 
absurdum of the proposition that men 
only were qualified to deal with them. 
He was not very warmly enamoured of 
this particular Bill. His hon. friend 
had made out the best case he could 
for it, and he had admirably stated 
all that could be said in defence of 
it. But he had not yguite convinced 
him that the Bill met his view of the 
case which he had just been expos- 
ing tothe House. It would enfranchise a 
small minority of well-to-do — single 
women. His hon. friend quoted some 
figures as to his own constituency, but 
those, of course, he could not analyse or 
deal with. He would have thought, 
and until it was proved that he was 
wrong he would think, that all over the 


country it would be as le said, it would | 


enfranchise propertied and _ well-to-do 
ladies, but it would not touch to any 
such degree as was necessary the mass 
of working women — working men’s 
wives. It was right as far as it went, 
and he acknowledged that those well- 
to-do persons had as much title as any 


Sir H. Campbell-Bunnerman. 
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that might 
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of their sisters. As he had said, it was 
not on the ground of right that he was 
there to argue the case; it was on the 
ground of obtaining, for the instruction 
of and influencing the House, the actual 
opinion, knowledge, and desires of the 
mass of the women who were affected by 
their legislation. Therefore he would 
vote for the Bill as a declaration of 
the opinion that the exclusion of women 
from the franchise was neither expedient, 
justifiable, nor politically right. 


Mr. WHITEHEAD (Essex, 8.E.), in 
moving the rejection of the Bill, said 
he rose to performa rather responsible 
task, which had been rendered all 
the more difficult by the course which 
the right hon. Gentleman the Prime 
Minister had adopted. He could not 
help feeling that the Prime Minister 
had taken a somewhat unusual course 
with regard to a private Member’s Bill. 
But for his own part he desired to thank 
the right hon. Gentleman, first of all, 
for his faint praise of this particular 
project, and, secondly, for the clear 
statement he had made that he was 
not enamoured of the Bill. The speech 
of the hon Member for North St. Pancras 


was somewhat singular in that the 
hon. Gentleman evaded the main 
difficulty both of his own measure 


and of the principle underlying it. 
The hon. Gentleman had certainly lived 
up to his promise of not arguing the 
principle, although he did refer by way 
of argument to the experience of one or 
two Colonies and of four States of the 
American Union. But after all, the ex- 
perience of those countries was a small 
experience, and was of no value for ve 
purpose of guiding the decisions of ¢ 

great Imperial Parliament, neater Sa 
for the management of vast interests all 
over the globe, concerned with the 
administration of foreign affairs, having 
the control of the Army and Navy, 
and concerned with the well-being of 
scattered populations throughout the 
length and breadth of the world. The ex- 
perience of New Zealand with its small 
population or even of a country with the 
population of London itself was of no use 
in guiding this House. They were 
countries without the responsibilities of 
Empire which were borne by the British 
Parliament. So far as the hon. Gentleman 
had turned to America for a justification, 
the experience of America was against 
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him. The experience of America was 
that out of a population of 80,000,000 in- 
habitants there were four States with 
1,000,000 population which had adopted 
this principle. Of those four States two 
had a population of less than 200,000 ; in 
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last century. Societies for the promotion 
of woman suffage had existed sporadi- 
cally for a very long time, but they had 
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‘never taken serious hold of the public 


the third State, Colorado, the popula- | 


tion was Jarger, but the politics showed 
a grave condition of corruption, and 
people in the State attributed that to 
woman suffrage; and in 
Utah, it was somewhat significant that 
the same statute which enfranchised 
women abolished polygamy, which alone 
might account for its popularity. 
hon. Member had admitted with perfect 
frinkness that it would be very difficult 
to tell what the effect of this Bill would 
be. That was a very grave admission, 
and one that ought to make the House 
pause before it passed such a Bill. The 
hon. Member also said he desired to take 
an expression of the opinion of the House. 


the fourth, | 


mind ; they had never established any 
claim to speak on behalf of their sex as a 
whole. They heard of figures, sometimes 
of 100,000 and sometimes of 300,000 as 
the number of persons those societies re- 
presented, but let the House take it at the 
maximum. What was 300,000 out of 
the 10,000,000 women in this country ? 
After all their efforts that was the 


‘maximum claim they put forward to 


The | 


speak as the representatives of their sex. 
A great demonstration took place a fort- 
night or more ago when a total muster, 


gathered together from all over the 


But the House was not a mere debating | 


society and this was not a mere abstract 
proposition. It was a matter of serious 
moment in our constitutional history, 
and the House must have regard to what 
the effect would be if it passed this 
measure and notjdiscuss it in an abstract 
or unsatisfactory manner. He did 
not know if the hon. Member had read 
his Bill when he said it could not 
come into force until 1909. He (Mr. 
Whitehead) would have thought the Bill 
ii passed in its present form must come 
into force on the Ist of January next. 
The hon. Gentleman, however, put forward 
the most conclusive argument against his 
own measure when he said he wanted to 
sweep away ali the amomalies of the 
present electoral system—plural voting, 
lodger votes and the like —because the 
Bill was based on a state of things which 
involved the perpetuation of those 
amomalies. He dissociated _ himself 
entirely from the suggestion put forward 
by the hon. Gentleman that there was a 
strong demand for this Bill. There was 
no public demand. Who was it that was 
pressing this measure on the attention of 
the House? There were two distinct 
groups of ladies; they were ladies for 
whose public spirit, integrity of purpose, 
and sincerity of mind they all felt the 
highest respect. But he thought they 
were wrong. What were those groups ? 
One might be described as the “ intel- 
lectuals.” They and their predecessors had 
been at work for the greater part of the 


country, including many ladies of distine- 
tion, of something like 2,000 women 
marched through the streets of London— 
a city which, had there been any real 
demand for votes for women, could itself 
have put into the field at least 1,000,000. 
With regard to the other group, which 
might be termed the physical force group, 
he would say little except that they were 
really a small force, a stage army which 
in its struggles with the police with 
intrepid vigour from time to time went 
on a merry pilgrimage to Holloway Gaol. 
With regard to them he said confidently 
that it was a big game of bluff and 
nothing more. It made excellent copy 
for the Press. The ladies were keen to 
get the advertisement, but the very 
character of their proceedings was conclu- 
sive evidence to his mind that there was 
nothing serious—no substantial or deep- 
seated demand behind them. There 
would be no need for such proceedings if 
there was any strong feeling among 
women on the subject. If there had been 
any great demand or desire on the part 
of women to exercise the franchise they 
could have shown their interest by using 
the opportunity which they had had for 
the last twenty years in connection with 
the franchise for local government. But 
everybody who had ta‘en part in local 
government elections knew two things— 
first, that it was impossible to get women 
to take any interest in local politics which 
closely affected their own lives and homes ; 
and, secondly, that those who had the fran- 
chise were generally unwilling to exercise 
it, and refused to go to the poll. The 
failure to exercise the one talent which 
had been given to them showed that 
there could not be any great desire for 
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the ten talents —the greater demand now 
imade on their behalf. Having dealt 
with those two groups, he passed to the 
Bill itself. No one could doubt that such 
a Bill, if carried, must have very far- 
reaching consequences. It was not a 
matter affecting the democratic conscience 


of the kingdom, but the _ political 
conscience. The Bill before the House, 
if passed, would introduce into our 


Constitution an entirely new basis—new 
in kind and new in principle. From the 
numerical standpoint alone it would 
introduce a change in our constitutional 
arrangements as extensive as any of the 
great Reform Bills. The Reform Bill of 
1832 introduced into the electorate a new 
voting power of about 500,000; the 
Reform Bills of 1857 onwards introduced 
a little over 1,000,000 ; this Bill, according 
to the estimate of the Member for 
Merthyr Tydvil, would introduce 
2,000,000 new voters, and that he be- 
lieved was an under-estimate, because 
full consideration had not been given 


to the clause which gave the vote 
to married women. But taking the 


estimate of 2,000,000, it would effect 
as great a change in the Constitution as 
the great Reform Bil s that had preceded 
it. An organic change in our Constitu- 
tion such as that could not be undertaken 
at the instance of a private Member. He 
was sorry the Prime Minister had left, 
because he wished to say that it was a | 
matter for which the Government alone 
must take the responsibility. They 
alone had access to the proper statistics 
and to all those facts which would 
have to be communicated to the country 
before such a great constitutional change 
could be effected. The responsibility 
must rest with the 
the day, and the present Government 
was not in a position to grant facilities 
for such a Bill—for two reasons, the 
first a negative reason, the second of a 
more positive kind. The first reason 
was that the Government had no man 
date. The subject was not discussed at the 
general election. He did not propose to 
discuss the proposition as to whether the | 
mandate upon which the Government 
was elected was right or wrong, but he | 
was perfectly convinced that he was | 
right in saying that according to the 
spirit of the Constitution as it had been 
evolved, and the spirit of modern demo- | 
cracy under which our present arrange- 
ments were determined, no great 


Mr. Whitehead. 
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constitutional change such as this ought 
to be carried through without its being 
submitted to, considered, and voted on 
by the electorate. Then the more 
positive reason why this Parliament 
should not proceed with a Bill of this 
kind was that it had received a mandate 
for a very different thing. The Govern- 
ment had been returned as a result of 
the discussions on free trade, tariff reform, 
education, and the great schemes of 
social reform which had been spoken 
of in principle and in detail over and 
over again on thousands of platforms 
throughout the country. What would 
be the responsibility of the House 
if such a measure were passed? The 
Bill woald inevitably stand in the 
way of those great schemes of social 
reform upon which the House had 
set its heart, and for which hon. Members 
had worked year after year with patient 
devotion. The reason why he would 
resist it as strenuously as he could was 
that it would necessarily interfere with 
those measures of social reform. The 
moment Parliament touched the Constitu- 
tion, the moment it began to alter the 
balance of the forces of the Constitution, 
fresh questions must arise. The Con- 
stitution was necessarily an_ intricate 
mechanism, and if a measure, such as this, 
altering the balance of power were 
| passed, difficult constitutional problems 
would at once be opened up. Let the 
| House follow the Bill to its logical conclu- 
sion and let them assume that it passed 
tke House of Commons in all its sim- 
plicity and went to another place. Let 
them assume that it was received there 
in the spirit in which the Plural Voting 
Bill was received. It would be rejected 
unanimously, and it would be an object 
lesson to the voters of the country 
as to the power and _ responsibility 
of the other place. He did not know 
whether that object lesson was desired 
on either side of the House. But let 
|them assume that the other principle 
| was adopted and that the bili was 
| aceepted in another place. The other 
House had invariably laid down the 
principle that the introduction of a 
new group of electors must be followed 
| by a Redistribution of Seats Bill, and 
the redistribution must in turn be followed 
by an appeal to the country, so that 
‘the Government of the day might 
be supported by the new electorate. 
‘Having been returned for the purpose 











ori 
the 
col 
bal 
cla 
loc 
an 
tak 


ela 
cla 
thi 
the 
tio 
the 


do 


wa 


spt 


thi 
wo 
wo 
vol 
th 
up 
dit 
Se] 
CO! 
cul 
of 
lod 


spe 


1116 


ight 
eing 
d on 
nore 
nent 
this 
late 
ern- 
it of 
orm, 
; of 
ken 
and 
mms 
yuld 
use 
The 
the 
cial 
had 
bers. 
lent 
nud 
Was 
vith 
lhe 
itu- 
the 
on, 
‘on- 
‘ate 
his, 
ere 
108 
the 
clu- 
sed 
im- 
Let 
ere 
ing 
ted 
ect 
try 
ity 
ow 
red 
let 
ple 
vas 
1er 
he 
a 
ed 
nd 
ed 
lat 
‘ht 





1117 Women’s 


of passing beneficent schemes of social 
reform, he regretted that time should be 
wasted in discussing a measure of this 
kind. The present House of Commons 
contained men more personally identified 
by knowledge and experience with the 
social needs of the nation than any other 
House which had ever assembled within 
that building, and any attempt to plunge 
the House into the constitutional diffi- 
culties and dangers which would be 
the logical result of passing this Bill, 
would be to throw away a great and 
valuable opportunity for effecting those 
social reforms for which the nation was 


waiting. According to the view he 
held, the Bill, to which the hon. 
Member for North St. Pancras had 


not referred in detail, nor explained 
to the House, was a retrograde measure. 
Whereas the whole course of our con- 
stitutional development in the nineteenth 
century had been in the direction of a 
nearer approach of the classes, of the 
gradual enlargement relatively of 
the powers of the working classes of the 
country, this Bill would restore the 
balance of power to the middle and upper 
classes. It was based, roughly, on the 
lodger franchise, the property franchise, 
and the occupation franchise. Let them 
take property owners. The majority of 
them belonged, not to the working 
classes, but to the middle and upper 
classes; and could anybody deny that 
this proposal would add enormously to 
their power? The same _ considera- 
tion applied to the occupation vote, 
though not in the same degree. If 
a certain value was complied with, the 
double vote could be obtained. There 
was no difficulty or obstacle in the way 
of the middle and upper classes comply- 
ing with the limitation which the Bill 
imposed, and it would be found, roughly 
speaking, that while a married man in 
the middle or upper classes could secure 
this franchise for his wife, the opportunity 
would not be available to members of the 
working classes. Then as to the lodger 
vote, they all knew that in the main 
that franchise was among the middle and 
upper classes. To them there was no 
difficulty whatever about occupying a 
Separate room and complying with the 
condition of value. There were no diffi- 
culties or obstacles whatever in the way 
of the upper and middle classes obtaining 
lodger votes, while the working classes, 
speaking broadly, were not in a position 
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to obtain them. As a matter of fact, 
the Bill must mean an_ increase of 
voting power to the middle and upper 
classes, and thus they would set back the 
hands of the clock. Owing to the 
difficulties of registration those classes 
would have all the electoral power as well. 
The difficulty of testing qualifications, and 
the necessity for close scrutiny and careful 
criticism of claims, would impose a great 
burden on those responsible for the duties 
of registration, and thus throw extra 
power into the hands of those who had 
the means to establish their claims. He 
ventured to say that they would be unwise 
if they went back from the principle 
of endeavouring not to give undue 
power to wealth, because to do so 
would be, as he had said, to set back 
the hands of the clock, and to en- 
trench in an impregnable position the 
richer classes. The arguments which he 
ventured to bring before the House were 
not Girected to the introduction of this 
Bill alone, or to its provisions. There 
were wider considerations and questions 
of principle. If the Bill were, as it was 
supposed to be, the vrelude to adult 
suffrage, it would be disastrous to the 
Empire that power and predominance 
in national affairs should be shifted from 
the men of the country to the women. 
Women had already great influence on 
the course of our political life, and the 
experience they had had in the streets, in 
recent months, was an illustration of the 
manner in which their influence might 
be exercised. If they granted adult 
suffrage they ran a serious risk of having 
legislation passed by a majority of women, 
which, in his view, would be a very grave 
and unsatisfactory condition of things. 
Ultimately, the government of the 
country depended on force, and it would 
be a disastrous thing to give the 
technical and legal power to those who 
possessed no real force and were not 
responsible for the ultimate control of the 
affairs of the country. He contend: d 
that women, from the circumstances in 
which they existed, were really not in- 
terested in political matters. They 
lacked in a considerable degree the sense 
of proportion and of judgment, and their 
nervous and emotional natures unfitted 
them for the exercise of administrative 
powers, Imperial and national. More+ 
over, they were peculiarly susceptible 
to priestly influence. He said that in 
no spirit hostile to religion in any 
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shape or form; but he believed that 
it was contrary to the interests of 
this country that those who were 
peculiarly susceptible to that form of 
influence should be given further power 
in the State. He had no doubt that if 
women once got the vote they would 
endeavour to get a seat in that House. 
They had a vote for local government, and 
they were now rightly demanding to have 
a share in the administration of local 
government. 
Parliament their next step would be to 
demand a seat in Parliament. He was 
firmly convinced that the introduction of 
women into the House would prevent 
frankness of discussion, and lead to 
all kinds of subtle and underground 
influences. But those considerations, after 
all, did not touch upon what he might call 
the main objection to the Bill. Men and 
women each had their special aptitudes 
and adaptabilities. 
speaking broadly, was in the home, in the 
nurture and education of the children, 
in the management of the household, in 
tending the sick and suffering, in relieving 
distress, all of which were high duties de- 
noting the possession of delicate qualities 
and special abilities, which belonged to 


Women’s 


women in far greater measure than 
to men. The very fact that those 


great duties were in woman’s department, 


kept her in no small degree from the. 


outside affairs and struggles of life. 


She did not take part in public matters, | 


nor was her inclination in that direction. 
As a matter of fact, they knew that in 
the existing tendency of society, in the 
circumstances of their lives, women did 
not interest themselves in political affairs. 


He said without hesitation that women. 


as a whole did not instinctively turn to 
polities 
discussion, whereas, on the other hand, 


men were interested to know what 
was going on in the world around | 


them. They read the newspapers, and 


were interested in political discussions. 


The matter was fundamental and lay | 


at the base 


of our social organisa- 
tion. Men and women had different 


functions and different spheres of action. 
For some purposes women were un- 


doubtedly superior to men, but for. 


political purposes men were superior to 
women. In the management of the 
affairs of this House and political ques- 


tions generally he submitted that it was | 


better in the interests of the community, 
Mr. Whitehead. 


{COMMONS} 


If they got a vote for, 


Women’s sphere, | 


as a subject of thought or) 
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{the nation, and the Empire as a 
whole that the control of all great 
political issues should remain in the 
hands of men. There was another 
side to the picture. Women had 
a higher réie in the organisation of 
society. In matters connected with 
spiritual and moral affairs, in holding up 
ideals for the rest of the community, 
they had a special function for which 
their intuition and refined minds rendered 
their services of immense value to the 
community, and his opinion was that it 
was against the interests of the State 
that those powers of intuition and refine- 
ment should be blunted and spoiled by 
being dragged down _ into _ political 
and Party strife. It was highly desirable 
that such powers as women possessed 
should be kept keen in order that 
they might continue to guide and inspire 
other people irrespective of Party con- 
siderations. In putting this view before 
|the House he was’ only upholding the 
| highest and best ideal of womanhood, not 
‘only in the interests of women them- 
selves, but in the interests of the com- 
munity as a whole. It should not be 
forgotten that there were rules and 
orders which bound society together 
apart from any laws, and recently women 
had broken those fundamental rules by 
exercising physical force against those 
who were bound not to retaliate. It 
was because they had broken and 
offended against those principles that 
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|the agitation had not received the 
general support of the women of 


the community as a whole. He had 
placed before the House arguments, some 
of transient and some of permanent im- 
portance. In conclusion, he appealed to 
the House not to upset the balance of 
the Constitution in the way proposed by 
this Bill, which he believed sincerely was 
cne which the House ought not to pass. 
He therefore begged to move that it be 
read a second time that day six months. 


*Mr. BERTRAM (Hertfordshire, 
Hitchin) said he had much pleasure in 


seconding the Amendment proposed 
by his hon. friend. He was very 
grateful to him for the compre- 


hensive way in which he had put for- 
ward his objections to woman sufirage. 
The archives of //ansard contained re- 
cords of many debates on the subject, and 
he had found in all of them the same 
kind of academic a priori reasoning on 
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both sides. In his study of former de- 
bates upon the subject there was only 
one grain of comfort he could find, and 
that was that upon all occasions when a 
Woman Suiirage Bill had been brought 
forward the actual measure proposed had 
been roughly criticised by both friend and 
foe. So far as the present debate had gone 
the traditions of previous debates had 
been fully maintained. There could be 
very little question that however unin- 
teresting and unreal previous debates 
might have been, the present occasion was 
different from them inasmuch as outside 
this House there was a real and genuine 
expectation that the proposals contained 
in the Bill were on the eve of 
accomplishment. There were certain 
ladies who regarded the passage of a 
Bill of this kind as something likely to 
produce the millennium. No doubt 
every Member of the House had 
at one time or another spoken hand- 
somely of the millennium, but if this Bill 
was going to bring it any nearer he would 
regard it with the greatest dissatisfaction. 
He thought those who supported the 
principle of preserving the Parliamentary 
franchise for the male sex and the male 
sex alone were entitled to ask whether 
the very shrill and noisy agitation which 
had been going on outside the House 
really represented any deep-seated desire 
on the part of the general body of the 
women of the country. So far as he 
had been able to ascertain the facts, 
he confessed that the evidence was 
of the most meagre and unsatisfactory 
kind. All they were able to turn to 
was a Return issued by the House last 
November of the number of petitions in 
favour of woman suffrage presented 
within the last sixteen years. He found 
in that Return that the total number of 
signatories was 193,000. In 1875 it was 
alleged that the number of signatories in 
favour of woman suffrage was no less 


than 430,000. So far as they had been | 
able to arrive at the feelings of woman- | 
kind upon the question, he was inclined to | 


believe that there was less disposition on 
their part than there was thirty years 
ago to acquiesce in a proposal of this 
character. He thought there were very 
good reasons for that. Even if many 
hon. Members could not recognise it 
women themselves recognised the great 
difference, the essential, natural, funda- 
mental difference, which divided them 
from men, which limited the scope 
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|of their activities, and gave to their 
lives a direction altogether different 
| from that which men had to pursue. 
| He did not believe that the bulk of the 
' women of the country desired the fran- 
chise, but even if the bulk of them did 
| desire it, he would still be prepared to 
| resist it. Reference had been made to 
the Colonial argument, and the House had 
been told that in some of our Colonies 
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women were admitted to the Parlia- 
mentary franchise. He thought the 
Colonial argument was a_ rather 


dangerous one, because it could be used 
inditferently in support of tariff reform 
and of Home Rule for Ireland. There- 
fore, he did not think it was the kind 
of argument to which great weight 
should be attached. But what was the 
position of the Colonies in comparison 
with Great Britain? Had the Colonies 
emerged from the parochial state, and 
had they anything but domestic matters 
to contend with? The Parliament of 
this country had to frame the policy 
and determine our relations with the 


great and mighty Powers of the 
world. Although in this country women 


were admitted to a direct voice in regard 
to domestic, local and parochial matters, 
and wisely, he thought it would be 
a disaster to admit them to deal 
equally with men in matters atffect- 
ing the position of Great Britain in 
foreign politics. The ultimate issue of 
Parliamentary Government in this 
country would soon or late be the estab- 
lishment of the franchise upen a man- 
hood suffrage basis. He did not think 
there was any question about that, and 
ultimately this would be an issue sub- 
mitted to the electors. He wished to point 
out that if they were going to have the 
franchise on a two-sex basis, then they 
-would have the policy of the country 
dictated and controlled by a majority 
which would not be a masculine majority. 
Their policy would be dictated by a 
feminine majority, competing with the 
policy of Germany, France, and Russia, 
‘where the direction of affairs would 
be determined by a masculine virile 
male vote. That was a risk which the 
House ought to take with very great 
reluctance. He repeated that he did not 
believe that the women of the country 
desired to have the Parliamentary fran- 
chise. They had been told that there were 
'400 Members of the House pledged to 
vote for a Bill of this kind, and they had 


| 
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heard a good deal of talk about mandates. 
It was an almost universally accepted 
constitutional doctrine upon the Govern- 
ment benches that a majority of the 
House elected upon other issues had no 
right whatever behind the backs of the 
voters to pass legislation of enormous 
constitutional importance which was not 
before the country at the previous general 
election. He understood that pledges had 


been given by 400 Members of the House | 


in favour of the enfranchisement of 
women. To whom were those pledges 
given ? Could it be suggested that they 
had taken their instructions from their 
constituents on the subject merely be- 


cause they had answered an occasional | 


heckler casually at a village meeting? If 
an hon. Member here and there said in 
answer to a question—“ Yes, I am gener- 
ally in favour of the principle of admitting 
women to equal voting rights with men,” 
that was not putting the issue before 
the electors at the general election. It 
seemed to him that hon. Members who 
went into the lobby in support of the 
Bill would be committing a Parliamentary 
and constitutional offence, as gross and 
as unforgiveable as that which was com- 
mitted by hon. Gentlemen above the 
Gangway on the opposite side of the 
House when they passed the Educa- 
tion Bill of 1902. He hoped that a large 
number of those who had casually given 
pledges would think twice before they 
voted in support of this measure. It 
had been computed that 1,500,000 
new voters would be brought within 
the electorate by the Bill. Was that 
a matter for a private Member's Bill ! 
In 1884, when Mr. Gladstone added 
2,000,000 agricultural labourers — to 
the voters of the country by the exten- 
sion of the county franchise, it was by 
means of a Bill of first class import- 
ance brought in by the Government. It 
was a measure on which the previous 


election had been fought, and whole | 


weeks of the session were devoted to 
the consideration of it. ‘To-day they 
were invited by the Prime Minister 
to support a Bill which would en- 
franchise nearly as many new voters 
as Mr. Gladstone’s Bill of 1884, and 
which introduced for the first time 
not only in the history of this country 
but in the history of any country in 
Europe an entirely new and dangerous 
principle in the system of government 
under which the nation lived. It seemed 


Mr. Bertram. 
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| to him that that was an unconstitutional 
position, and one which the House 
should adopt only after the most careful 
thought. The general principle that 
women ought not to be deprived of the 
franchise was put that afternoon by the 
Prime Minister when he asked —Is it just 
to refuse to women the Parliamentary 
vote? That was a question which it was 
extremely difficult to answer, because it 
assumed that the right to the Par. 
| liamentary franchise rested upon pro- 
perty and upon the basis of paying 
taxes. Though that was one basis 
it was not the sole basis, and it was 
not the true basis of representative 
Government. Lunatics were taxed, but 
| they were not allowed to vote ; aliens had 
| to pay taxes, but they were prevented from 
| voting; and if hon. Members had been 
asked at the election if they were prepared 
| to give votes to the poorest of the poor 
| their answer would have been, ‘ We think 
'they are the men who ought to have 
| votes.” One could not state precisely 
|what the basis of the franchise 
| was. Ultimately it came back to the 
|basis of force and the capacity to 
| defend the country. He did not think 
|it could be suggested that the sole 
| basis of the franchise was merely the 
| payment of taxes. He asked the House 





| 
|what advantage they expected the 
| country to derive under the Bill? Were 


|they going to obtain representation in 
the House of Commons of _ interests, 
aims, and objects which were incapable 
of representation under the present 
system? He ventured to think that they 
would not do so. The object of a good 
representative system was to give to 
| every section of the community the right 
to make its grievances heard and to have 
its hopes and aspirations advocated in 
the Parliament of the country. Did they 
suggest that under this Bill they would 
| bring in new classes of persons who were 
at present inarticulate ! It would not be 
|so. The further down they went in the 
social scale the stronger his belief was 
that with every extension of the franchise 
| they would find the vote given to men 
was used just as much to give expression 
to the misfortunes and hardships of 
women as to give expression to their own 
misfortunes and hardships. He did not 
believe therefore that under this Bill 
they would do anything to assist in 
bringing before the House new claims 
which could not find expression at the 











ters 
mal 
arg’ 
aga 
the 

ver) 
the 

nate 


1124 


ional 
louse 
reful 
that 
' the 
7 the 
just 
itary 
Was 
se it 
Par- 
pro- 
yin 
fe 
was 
ative 
but 
; had 
from 
been 
ared 
poor 
hink 
have 
isely 
shise 
the 
r to 
hink 
sole 
the 
ouse 
the 
Vere 
n in 
‘ests, 
able 
sent 
they 
z00d 
ep to 
‘ight 
have 
1 in 
they 
ould 
vere 
t be 
| the 
was 
:hise 
men 
sion 
» of 
own 
not 
Bill 
t in 
vims 
the 





1125 Women’s 
present time. What under the terms 
of the Bill they would do would be to add 
to the electorate a solid block of new and 
indifferent voters who would not judge of 
great questions as voters should, because 
the women of the country—the people 
proposed to be enfranchised—were per- 
sons who did not care for the franchise and 
did not ask for it. The Prime Minister 
had stated that under the municipal 
franchise, women had been invited to 
take part in local government. That 
was all very well, but it seemed to 
him that they had to make out the 
strongest possible case for inviting women 
t» go further, despite their own repug- 
nance which was hardly doubtful, into 
the arena of politics in the struggle and 
strife of which men engaged. There 
were many unlovely things about men, 
but he thought, perhaps, the most un- 
lovely thing about them was_ politics. 
It was one of those careers in which 
absolute honesty of purpose and absolute 
sincerity was impossible. Hon. Gentle- 
men seemed to be divided in opinion in 
regard to that matter, but everyone 
knew that the calls of Party loyalty 
and the security of one’s seat very 
often compelled a Member of Parliament 
to shirk an issue or only to half state a 
truth which he ought to state in full. It 
was perfectly idle to pretend the contrary. 
Women were being invited to enter 
that arena at the present moment. He 
was quite convinced that as a body 
they did not demand the vote. Women 
were invited by this Bill to devote some 
of their time to political work, and to 
devote less of their energies to the great 
duties of maternity and education which 
were the greatest glories of womanhood. 


Amendment proposed— 


“To leave out the word ‘now,’ and at the 
end of the Question to add the words ‘upon 
this day six months.’”—(Mr. Whitehead.) 


Question proposed, “That the word 
‘now’ stand part of the Question.” 


*Sir CHARLES McLAREN (Leices- 
tershire, Bosworth) said the hon. Gentle- 
man had stated with great eloquence one 
argument which had always been brought 
against this proposal, and after all it was 
the only argument which it was 
very difficult to controvert, namely, 
the argument of sex. But unfortu- 
nately that argument came too late. 
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| Forty years ago it would have had 


| great force in any British House 
of Commons, but many things had 
happened in the meantime. We had 


admitted women to the learned profes- 
| sions. We had admitted them to a large 
| place in local government. We had given 
them every kind of franchise except 
the one under discussion. Men had 
never relieved women of the burden of 
| obtaining their own existence. They 
'contemplated with equanimity the 
spectacle of hundreds of thousands of 
wage-earning women working for their 
living without getting a penny towards 
| their support from men. They had allowed 
| women step by step to engage with them 
| in their struggle for a livelihood in nearly 
'every department. In regard to the mili- 
| tary argument we did notas a nation say 
that it was the duty of every man to 
defend his country. We paid our soldiers 
with money derived from the taxation 
which women as wellas men paid. This 
question had been presented to the House 
of Commons for forty years, and every 
argument which had been used to-day 
against the Bill had been used before. 
The present debate differed from al 
previous debates in one _ particular. 
| It was this: there was now a large 
and powerful Labour Party in the 
House —a Party which had _ never 
before listened to the debates on the 
subject. His hon. friend the Member for 
Essex had said that the enfranchisement of 
women would put a stop to social reforms. 
He did not know what he meant by that. 
He was glad to see his hon. friend the 
Member for Leicester present, because he 
wanted to hear the verdict of the Labour 
Party upon a proposition that the en- 
franchisement of women would put a 
stop to social reform. He believed that 
the hon. Member for Leicester and his 
friends were satisfied that this was not a 
rich woman’s question—a rich woman’s 
fad. It was a question which lay at the 
root of the happiness and welfare of vast 
multitudes of tue working women of the 
country. All experience had shown that 
where franchises had been granted to 
men their social position had improved, 
their wages had increased, the conditions 
of their labour had been ameliorated. 
The Labour Party knew only too well 


the conditions against which women 
workers had to contend, and he believed 


that they also were of opinion that the 





extension of the franchise to women 
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would improve their position, and, by 
raising the level of their employment, 
help to safeguard and further improve 
the conditions of the labour of men. 
He quite admitted that as the Bill stood 
it might be argued that it would mainly 
give the franchise to the richer classes 
of women, to the exclusion of the 
poorer. He felt the force of the argu- 
ment; but he had looked into the figures 
and he was satisfied that the number of 
women belonging to the working and the 
lower middle classes who would be en- 
franchised by the Bill as it stood would 
in most constituencies largely exceed the 
number of the richer classes. He would 
point out that a Reform Bill could not be 
brought in on a Friday afternoon for the 
purpose of granting adult suffrage to all 
classes of men and women. Half a dozen 
different franchises might have been cre- 
ated, some of which would be indefensible, 
although many of them he would support. 
It would have been foolish, therefore, for 
the supporters of woman suffrage to 
attempt more than they had done. 
What they said was, “Give the franchise 
to women on the same terms as it is 
given to men at present.” In a measure 
of this kind it was necessary to take the 
line of least resistance. He could not 


see that the Bill was revolutionary. | 


The franchise had been given to women 
from time to time, and the Colonies had, 
not allat once, but step by step, conceded 
the franchise to all women. Only a few 
weeks ago women voted with men in 
the elections for the Federal Parlia- 
ment for Australia. His hon. friend had 
spoken of this as an Imperial question, 
and he would remind the House that the 
Colonial Premiers were coming to this 
country supported by the votes of 
women as well as of men, and he 
thought the time had come when 
Englishwomen should be given the same 
privileges which their Colonial sisters 
enjoyed. He considered that English- 
women were the best in the world. 
They were more cultured, more intel- 
ligent, than other women; they were 
sympathetic, and virtuous, and had 
all the qualities which made great 
citizens. They had shown enormous 
interest in the affairs of the nation. 
Believing as he did that the passage of 
this measure could not be long delayed, 
he hoped the House would to-day 
vote on the principle, and the principle 
only, of the Bill. 


Sir Charles McLaren. 
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He did not think that | 
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from the Parliamentary point of view 
the Bill should go further into dis. 
cussion, but if it did it should be in Com- 
mittee of the whole House. His hon. 
friend who had brought in the Bill had 
explained that he did so for the purpose 
of eliciting a vote of the House, aye or 
no, whether women should have a Vote, 
and hon. Members who voted for the 
Second Reading would feel that they 
were not committing themselves to al] 
the details of the Bill. 
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*Sir FRANCIS POWELL (Wigan) 
said he would not have ventured to 
engage the attention of the House had it 
not been that a distinguished writer in 
a periodical had stated that the women 
of Wigan were m favour of woman 
suffrage, and that that was a fair argu- 
ment in favour of this Bill. At the last 
election he had been returned for the 
borough of Wigan by a larger majority 
than ever before, although it was known 
that he was distinctly opposed to the 
Bill. Therefore he felt himself bound to 
say a few words in vindication of the 
opinion of the borough which he repre- 
sented. Several arguments had been ad- 
duced in favour of the Bill, but no one had 
ventured to say that any European State, 
large or small, had adopted the principle 
of woman suffrage. ‘lhat principle had 
been followed, no doubt, in some of our 
Colonies; but it appeared to him that 
the position of our Colonies was different 
in a large degree from that of the Mother 
Country. In the first place, they were 
new States, and much in their Constitu- 
tion was experimental and_ tentative. 
How far woman suffrage had been suc- 
cessful in the Colonies he did not 
venture to say; but he would assert, 
after conversation with many Colonials, 
that the opinion in favour of woman 
suffrage was by no means universal. 
When he crossed the Atlantic to 
the great States of America, he found 
that although in some of the new and 
remote States, which were only recently 
territories, woman suffrage had been 
adopted ; in others where it had been 
proposed it had been supported only by 
small minorities. He desired to call the 
attention of the House to the gigantic 
character of the proposed change, and to 
express his belief that the enfranchise- 
ment of women must be followed by 
legislation of a much wider character. 
That opinion had been, to his mind, 








a Bil pee le 


qi! 
al 
b 


pl 
St 
th 
it 
th 
of 
pe 
co 
th. 
in; 
ot 
Wa 
me 
lal 
of 
ha 
de; 
suy 
to 
juc 
Vol 
an 
tak 
of : 
cou 
she 
arg 
wol 
not 
ago 
rig] 
and 
WOr 


V 


128. 


lew 
dis- 
‘om- 
bon, 
had 
pose 
e or 
ote, 
the 
hey 
all 


50) 
to 
d it 
r in 
men 
man 
rgu- 
last 
the 
rity 
own 
the 
1 to 
the 
pre- 
. ad- 
had 
rate, 
‘iple 
had 
our 
that 
rent 
ther 
vere 
titu- 
tive. 
suc- 
not 
sert, 
jials, 
man 
rsal. 
to 
yund 
and 
ntly 
been 
been 
4 by 
the 
antic 
d to 
hise- 
1 by 
eter. 
nind, 





1129 Women’s 


confirmed by the speech of the Prime 
Minister, who had said that he accepted 
the principle but condemned the Bill, 
because it did not go sutticiently far and 
because it did not abandon the principle 
which was now part of our electoral 
system, viz., the principle of responsibility 


being given only where rates were 
paid. The Prime Minister desired to 


give the vote to women who did not 
pay rates, as well as to women who did. 
That was really the Bill which the right 
hon Member forthe Forestof Dean brought 
forward some time ago, viz., to give the 
suffrage universally to men and women, 
which, in a country like ours, where 
women were largely predominant, would 
give women the ascendency in the affairs 
of the Empire. The late Sir William 
Harcourt in a speech which he made in 
1897 said after careful study of the 
question, that it was not a sound political 
argument to say that the women would 
be divided in opinion the same as men, 
because he believed that the women as a 
whole, ina moment of excitement, would 
vote in the same direction and exercise 
practically the supreme power in the 
State. They had been told very often 
that women had a certain influence, that 
it would not be fair or just to them that 
they should be excluded from the exercise 
of that influence ; but men, by their ex- 
perience, by their knowledge, by their 
contact with the world, were more expert 
than women in judging the great govern- 
ing and supreme questions of the affairs 
of the Empire—questions of peace and 
War, questions Of Our enormous com- 
mercial interests which involved severe 
labour, painful toil, and an expenditure 
of energy and power which Providence 
had not given to women in the same 
degree as to men. Those who had the 
superior knowledge and greater aptitude 
to deal with those questions ought, in his 
judgment, to have the predominating 
voice. Ii it was a question of war, surely 
aman who had to go on sea or land and 
take part in war was a better judge 
of a question of that kind than a woman 
could be, however skilful in dialectics 
she might be. Then there was the 
argument that women if enfranchised 
would seek seats in that House. That 
notion was ridiculed; but some years 
ago the vote was given, and he thought 
rightly, to women in local matters ; 
and objection was raised then that if 
women had yotes they would in a short 


VOL. CLXX. [FourTH SERIEs.] 


{8 Marcu 1907} 


‘much 


Enfranchisement Bill. 1130 


time seek seats in local councils. Thecarry- 
ing out of that idea was for the moment de- 
ferred ; but this year there was to be the 
Government measure making that pro- 
posal. Thus there was good reason to 
apprehend that if the Parliamentary 
voie were granted to women the claim 
to seats in Parliament would necessarily 
follow. That would bea gigantic change, 
so large that he was perfectly sure from his 
conversation with many Members that they 
had never thought the question out, and 
had not realised the inevitable conse- 
quences of such a measure. It would be 
a transfer of power of the very largest 
character, which must have the greatest 
influence on the future of the country, 
and must affect, for good or for evil, the 
future conditions of this great Empire. 
As Sir W. Harcourt said in 1897, so 
gigantic a change ought not to be 
brought forward, still less carried, on a 
Friday afternoon on the initiative of a 
private Member, and without the absolute 
and full concurrence and direction of the 
Government of the day. Surely some 
lessons should be learned from the practice 
of recent generations and they should 
hesitate to make changes in the Constitu- 
tion of the country the effect of which 
they could not see, but which, having 
been made, could never be reversed. 


*Mr. SNOWDEN (Blackburn) said he 
rose for the purpose of supporting the 
Second Reading of the Bill. The general 
statement of the case of the right of women 
to the exercise of the franchise had been so 
ably stated by previous speakers that he 
would not deal with that side of the 
matter. There were no arguments 
against the enfranchisement of women, 
though there were plenty of excuses, 
many masculine prejudices, and some 
feminine ignorance. He regretted very 
that the Prime Minister should 
lend the weight of his influence and 
authority to the statement that this Bill 
would not touch, if he might be permitted 
to use his words, the working women of 
the country, but would only add a small 
minority of wealthy women to the register. 
That statement had been repeated in one 
form or another many times, and had 
heen indicated in the terms of many of 
the Amendments which stood on the 
Paper, including that for which the hon. 


Member for North Paddington was 
responsible. ‘That hon. Gentleman 
had a reputation as a_ statistician 
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and social reformer, and he very much 
regretted to find that the hon. Gentle- 
man, by his Amendment, said the Bill 
altogether ignored the claims of work- 


ing women. He was anxious that 
his hon. friend should retain the 


reputation which he had so deservedly 
won, and he wished to show him that if he 
jent his name and authority to statements 
like that, he would lose the confidence 
of everyone, man and woman, who had 
practical knowledge of the conditions of 
the people. Some two or three years ago 
he was chairman of the Independent 
Labour Party, and they had to deal with 
this very point. At the request of his 
colleagues he supervised a census which 
was taken in something like fifty different 
parts of the country, representative of 
every class of the population, with the 
object of ascertaining what proportion of 
the women enfranchised by such a measure 
as this would belong to the working 
classes. That census was undertaken by 
members of their own organisation in 
different parts of the country, and with 
the Speaker's permission he would like 
to give the result of it to the House. 
But before doing so he might mention that 
four questions were addressed to those 
who were asked to make the inquiry. 
First of all they were asked to state the 
total number of electors in the ward or 
parish with which they were dealing, the 
number of women voters, the number 
of women voters of the working class, 
and the number of women voters not of 
the working class. It was impossible to 
lay down a strict definition of the term 
“women of the working class,” but for 
this purpose the definition acted upon 
was those who worked for wages, those 
domestically employed, and those who 
were supported by the earnings of wage 
earning children. The municipal registers 
were examined, and it was found that 
in the fifty districts there was a total of 
372,000 electors, while the total number 
of women voters was 59,000, of whom 
49,000 or about 82-4 per cent. were 
working women. If he might go back 
for one moment to the statistics in regard 
to the Amendment of his hon. friend the 
Member for North Paddington, he would 
like to point out that the figures 
which were given in regard to the 
social condition of the country enabled 
them to arrive at a conclusion which 
approximated to the figures which he had 
quoted. They had been told that the 


Mr. Snowden. 
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number of people with incomes exceeding 
£160 a year was 1,000,000, and the 
number of people with incomes exceeding 
£160 a year and below £700 was 750,000. 
He did not think it would be disputed 
that a very large number of the class 
between £160 and £700 were not of the 
propertied class, anda very large number 
of these people had nothing but what they 
earned, and working very hard earned a 
very precarious subsistence. If they took 
the hon. Member's figures, and they 
appeared to be accepted by the opponents 
ot the Bill, this measure would enfranchise 
about 1,000,000 or 1,250,000 women, 
and his hon. friend must admit that there 
must be in that 1,250,000 a considerable 
number who did not belong to the pro 
pertied classes. Reverting to the unfortu- 
nate statement of the Prime Minister that 
the passing of this Bill would only enable 
single women with property to get on the 
register in very large numbers under the 
lodger franchise, let them appeal to the 


facts. Under the Registration Acts the 
sons of the well-to-do had for many 
years been entitled to he registered 


as lodger voters, and had they taken 
advantage of that opportunity ? How 
many lodger voters were there upon tho 
electoral roll of the United Kingdom 
to-day ? He ventured to think the number 
would surprise hon. Members. Among 
nearly 7,500,000 registered electors 
there were but 202,000 lodger votes, and 
to show further that there was no burning 
anxiety on the part of those who were 
entitled to be registered as lodgers to get 
on the register he might add that the 
number of Jodger votes declined last year 
by no less than 10 per cent. There- 
fore if they took the most exaguerated 
estimate as to the number of propertied 
people who would be enfranchised under 
this Bill they would not be more than one- 
fifth of the total enfranchised. Then 
again it had been said that women did not 
want votes ; to say so showed a complete 
ignorance of facts. He submitted that 
there was no agitation of to-day which 
was so great, so vigorous, and so wide- 
spread as the agitation of women for votes. 
By every means at their disposal, legally 
and illegally—and their means of agitation 
were limited compared with those of men 
—women had declared their demand to 
vote. The hon. Member who moved the 
rejection of the Bill had referred to the 
demonstration which was seen in the 





streets of London a few weeks ago. He 
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evidently obtained his numbers from the 
Daily Mail. He would have thought 
that Members sitting on the other side of 
the House would have gone to a more 


Radical organ for their information. 
One of the leading Liberal organs 


described that demonstration as one of | 


the most imposing that had ever been seen 
in the streets of London during the 
present generation. [Several Hon. 
Members: Which — journal.| The 
journal was the 7'ri/une. But supposing 
he granted for the moment that women 
did not want the vote, he would 
submit that that was the very reason 
why the vote should be given to them. 
To lay down the principle that no legisla- 
tion should be enacted unless the majority 
of the people whom it was to benefit had 
expressed their opinion in favour of it 
would be a negation of all social legisla- 
tion. Did the people who were benefited 
by the Education Act of 1870 declare 
that they wanted it? Did the people 
who were benefited by the various 
sanitary measures that had been passed 
say that they wanted them? Had 
there been an express mandate from 
the people in regard to any one of the 
items of legislation mentioned in the 
King’s Speech of the present session ! 


No; progress had been made and 
would continue to be made, but not 
in obedience to the demand of the 


majority of the people. Progress had 
been made and would continue to be 
made by the edtorts and determination of 
an intelligent minorty. He said an 
“intelligent minority.” Therefore even 
if it was proved that a majority of women 
did not want the vote, that was a reason 
why they should be given the vote. He 
took the further point, that it was not 

for the good of the State that there 
should be any large number of its adult 
population responsible for the discharge | 
of civic duties and yet not permitted to 
take part in deciding what the legislation 
and administration of the country should 
be. A petition, with 21,000 signatures 
attached to it, had been presented to 

the House to the effect that women 

did not want the vote, but that 

did not represent the views of the 

women of the country. <A petition from | 
those who did not want the vote was no | 
answer to the demand of those who did | 
want it. There was no reason why 

women who did wish to have the vote | 
should be deprived of it because others did | 
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not wantit. There were slaves in Americ. 
who fought against their own indepen- 
dence, and there were cases of moral serf- 
dom where if they wanted to save the 
immortal soul of the individual it was 
their duty to strike by force the shackles 
off his wrists and compel him to be free 
in spite of himself. Every women’s 
organisation of a political character, with 
one exception, was behind this Bill, 
and that exception ought to recommend 
the Bill to the Liberal Party, for it 
was the Primrose League. Sixty-eight 
thousand women had signed petitions 
for enfranchisement in terms of the Bill, 
and votes had been taken in different 
counties. In Lancashire the opinion of 
the women in some of the Weavers’ Unions 
had been taken by ballot, and 12,270 had 
demanded that the vote for women 
should be made a trade union question, 
while only 2,100 had voted against it. His 
hon. friend the Member for Clitheroe had 
had presented to him a petition signed 
by 5,500 women trade unionists asking 
him to ballot for a Bill or move a Resolu- 
tion in the terms of this Bill, At Wigan 
the woman's suffrage candidate polled 
2,100 votes. This Bill was wrongly 
described by its introducer as a limited 
Bill. It limited nothing. It was an 
extension of the franchise, and was only 
limited in the sense of not being a com- 
plete solution of the problem with which 
it dealt, because it was desired to concen- 
trate on the single issue of sex disability. 
He claimed that the facts that day 
brought forward were sutticient to dissi- 
pate what was no more than a prejudice 
where it was not an excuse. He believed 
this to be the greatest of all measures 
with which they were called upon to 
deal. From a profound conviction of 
the true justice,and the wisdom of the 
proposal he supported it. It was not a 

mere franchise they were considering. 

It was a great moral question. It would 

affect the whole moral, economie, and social 

conditions of women and the relationships 

between the sexes. He believed the 

passing of the measure would be more 

fruitful of good for the future of the 

human race than any single act of legis- 

lation to which this Legislature could 

direct its attention. 


Enfranchisement Bill. 


*Mr. MASSIE (Wiltshire, Cricklade) 
said it must be a great satisfaction to 
the House that the opposition to this Biil 
was free from the joke and _ gibe 
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which used to characterise such dis- | 
cussions. The situation was a very 


serious one, and the question was far 
more ditticult than might be imagined 
from some of the confident speeches of 
the supporters of the Bill. The proposal 
involved a fundamental, constitutional 
change in the basis of sovereign authority, 
the electorate ; and that change had never 
at any general election been a plain, clear, 
vital issue before the country. 
who were in favour of this proposal had 
told him that their constituents took very 


small interest in the question, and the | 
every daughter and every wife could 


candidate who supported woman suffrage 
was usually regarded by the voters as 
one who cherished a harmless fad. He 
himself at the election was asked only one 


question on the subject, and that not by | 


a voter, but by an organiser of the 
Women’s Liberal Federation, a body 
which made the support of woman 


Members | 





sufirage a test of Liberalism, and in- | 
sisted on it as a condition of their help. | 


That help was withdrawn from him, but | 
' addresses which were distributed among 


he was not aware that he suffered very 
much in consequence. The women who 
worked in his constituency took a wider, 
broader view of Liberalism. But he did 
not rely on individual instances, however 
numerous. Out of the addresses issued 
by the 670 Members of the House, 
only forty-eight contained the slightest 
reference to woman suffrage, and only 
thirteen to adult suffrage; so that 
only sixty-one contained any reference, 
direct or indirect, to the subject. 
Of the addresses of those hon. and 
right hon. Members who sat on the front 
Ministerial Bench only one referred to 
woman suffrage. It might, therefore, be 
taken that it was not a live question at 
the general election. If it was a live 
question why was it not mentioned in 
the addresses, and how could a_ large 
proportion of the 670 Members of the 
House join those who would plunge the 
country into a revolutionary change in 
the basis of sovereign authority when 
that question was not a live question at 
the general election? They had been 
told over and over again that 420 Mem- 
bers had pledged themselves toa Woman 
Suffrage Bill. He would not contest 
that statement, although he did know 
that names had been put down which 
ought not to have been there. But 
assuming that 420 members had made 
such a promise, did they promise to sup- 
Mr. Massie. 








Enfranchisement Bill. 1136 


port such a Bill as this? This Bill in 
some respects was entirely different 
from any Woman Suttrage Bill previously 
introduced into this House. It included 
married women, those who had a joint 
occupancy with their husbands of houses 
worth £20 a year. He had heard that a 
hope had been expressed that under it 
every married woman might be made a 
lodger in her husband’s house. That might 
not be true, though it came from a promi- 
nent authority ; but at any rate, it was 
safe to say that every grown-up daughter 
could be given the lodger franchise, and 


have a property qualification. What then 
had been the nature of these pledges ’ 
Had hon. Members pledged themselves to 
support a Bill giving the franchise to 
married women? Had they explained to 
their constituents that they vould support 
a Bill which would enable the well-to-do 
classes of the country to manufacture 
faggot votes? To whom and wher were 
pledges given? Certainly not in the 


the constituents. Rarely, he believed, 
to electors. They were given mostly 
in answer to questions directly or 
indirectly put by the central organisa- 
tions who circularised candidates from 
London and other places, and who made 
ita condition of their help that candidates 
should support a woman suffrage measure. 
Many hon. Members regarded that 
question as likely to be academic for a 
long time. One hon. Member had 
told him that when he gave that pledge 
he thought the question would be an 
academic one for the next ten years. 
One thing was quite certain, and that 
was that even if the 420 gentlemen had 
pledged themselves their pledges did 
not prove that the electors as a body took 
any real interest in the question, or that 
it was a plain, clear issue fairly placed 
before them. With regard to the state- 
ments that had been made that at 
National Liberal Federation meetings 
resolutions had been passed in favour 
of woman suflrage, he could only say 
that those meetings did not regard 
such serious : the oppo 
nents had either gone 
away, while the who 
stayed included many women delegates 
who had got themselves sent down to 
the meetings by men’s associations. But 
the other day 240 delegates assembled at 


resolutions as 
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abstained or 
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the National Liberal Federation General 
Committee. Out of those 240, seventy- 
three voted against the resolution and 
seventy -eight in all voted for it, 
including the women. He maintained 
that that result must be taken as a kind 
of set back in the National Liberal 
Federation. As a matter of fact he 
believed that a good many men who had 
not thought about the matter before 
were now rubbing their eyes and looking 
at it with open vision. Nothing had 
happened to shake his contention that 
this revolutionary change in the 
basis of sovereign authority was not 
an issue at the last general election. 
Men who had sleepily acquiesced 
were now waking up and wishing they 
had looked the question straight in the 
face before. Not only was the opinion 
of the public immature, the opinion 
of the Jeaders of woman suffrage 
required some maturing. He believed 
he was right in saying that the hon. 
Member for North St. Pancras was nearly 
dragged in pieces by the wild horses of 
conflicting opinion on this subject, and 
that four Bills had been and were 
not, and this was the fifth. One 
section of the supporters of woman 
suffrage wanted that suffrage to be on the 
same terms as the present suffrage for 
men. They were prepared to face all 
the evils of the present system, all the 
anomalies of the present suffrage, and 
of plural voting, which would be 
intensified if that franchise was extended 
to women. A second section did not 
wish the vote for married women 
or for women lodgers. <A third pro- 
posed adult suffrage, which would mean 
the introduction of ten or twelve millions 
of women on to the register, and the 
overwhelming of the present voters even 
if the extra three millions of men were 
added. A fourth desired a vote for 
women on logical grounds, but refrained 
from pursuing the matter to its logical 
issue. They had no desire that women 
should enter Parliament, or sit on 
the Front Bench. <A fifth section, 
represented by hon. Members like the 
right hon. Baronet the Member for the 
Forest of Dean, went, to use a colloquial 
expression, “the whole hog.” The right 
hon. Baronet was prepared to move 
that women should be admitted to 
the House, and therefore to hold oftice 
under the Crown. But there came in the 
disqualifications of sex, into which he did 
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not propose to enter. He would only 
say that if a woman could not fight— 
and the House had no desire that she 
should fight—she could not therefore take 
command of the Channel squadron, she 
could hardly be First Lord of the Admir- 
alty and send orders to that squadron 
which she was not fit to command. 
An argument from logic adduced in 
favour of the Bill was that the municipal 
franchise having been given the Imperial 
franchise should follow. But the 
municipal franchise affected only those 
local matters which lay at the doors of 
the voters and it did not affect the question 
of the basis of sovereign authority. He 
would remind the House that in the 
United States there was only one State 
that had given its women the municipal 
vote—the State of Kansas—and_ since 
that time that State had resolutely 
refused to confer upon them the higher 
when the 


franchise, even question 
was remitted to the people #hem- 
selves by a referendum. The argu- 


ment that representation and taxation 
should go together had no reference to 
individuals. It originated in the quarrels 
between the Colonies and the Mother 
Country. Was the franchise to rest on a 
cash basis or upon bricks and mortar ? 


If it did not so rest the argument 
from taxation and __ representation 
going together fell to the ground. 


It was said that women ought to 
have the vote because they demanded 
it. Were all wants to be satistied, 
or was their satisfaction to be regulated 
by the safety of the State? As to this 
demand, the petition with 21,000 names 
presented that afternoon showed that 
those who ealled for the franchise had 
not proved that the sex as a_ whole 
demanded it. The forwards of this 
movement could not claim to repre- 
sent their sex. The textile workers 
and other workwomen wanted the vote 
simply because they had been told that it 
would increase their wages. But there was 
also, he humbly believed, some logic 
against it. It was founded on the 
disqualification of the sex. Woman's 
limitations stood within bounds which 
nature herself had fixed, and which 
might be called “ predestination,” if they 
would. He had said this was a revolu- 
tion. The present basis of the franchise 
was a male basis. It was a common- 
place to say that the ultimate resort 
of sovereign authority was force. With 
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force women as a sex had no concern. |if those who could not be fought 
If they had, it was exceptional, were to settle the national policy, they 
or else it was farcical; and he would be placed in a position, not of 


would ask the hon. 
the Boer women 


Member who quoted 
whether he desired 
the use of force by women to be largely 
extended. It was an old argument on 
which he did not wish to lay more 
stress than it deserved that the 
female sex was disqualified for 
sovereign authority because they could 
not serve in the Navy, Army, or Volun- 
teers ; but while it was true that women 
could not fight, there was another side of 
the question, which was that they could 
not be fought. Even if a woman were 
violent and disorderly, hands could 
hardly be laid on her without an outery 
from herself and her friends. It was but 
a step from this Bill to adult franchise ; 
and then, as there were in the United 
Kingdom 1,000,000 more women than 
men, the government of the country 
woukl pass into the hands of women. 
How many women were ready to 
pay for that consummation? Let them 
look at possible results, because those who 
called themselves statesmen were bound 
to take into consideration all possible 
results. If a great majority of women, 
having with them, as they could have very 
often, a small minority of men, took up a 
particular line of national policy with 
which the great majority of men disagreed, 
were the great majority of men going 
to stand it? And if they would not stand 
it whom were they going to fight? 
Because they could not fight the women. 
It was all very well to pooh-pooh this 
argument ; it would be better to answer 
it. If women in France had the 
franchise at the present moment where 


would the country be? In the hands 
of the Clericals. Did hon Members 
think that the men of France would 


stand that ? He was well aware that they 
ought not to be guided altogether by the 
foreseen effects of their actions, but they 
could not altogether disregard them. 
The late Mr. Gladstone had been quoted 
as saying that he would not be led away 
by the fear of effects. But Mr. Gladstone 
was vehemently opposed to the exten- 


sion of the franchise to women—he 
had a posteard from Mr. Gladstone 
himself in that sense and Mr. Glad- 


stones opposition to the franchise for 

women redeemed the opposition from 

absurdity. If women were to be pre- 

dominant in the sovereign authority ; 
Mr Massie. 


equality, but of superiority, and then the 
time would not be long in coming when 
the subjugation of women would be more 
effective than it had been for a long while. 
The House had been told that such fears 
were ridiculous because no such effects 
had been seen in the Colonies ; but in the 
Colonies the vote did not give sovereign 
power. ‘The Colonies had not to decide 
the national questions of peace or war. 
They were also places with small popula- 
tions, and in every cas> the women were 
a considerable minority. Again, in the 
Colonies the conditions were different. 
There was no Established Church, no great 
clerical class, and no standing Army, no 
great military class. The advocates of 
woman suffrage were very careful to avoid 
saying much about the United States. 
The influence of women was very powerful 
there, and yet only four States gave 
the full franchise to women, and those 
were mushroom States in the West, 
Ohio, Colorado, Wyoming and Utah. In 
Utah the Mormon Church was dominant, 
and when Utah was admitted into the 
Federation that Church got woman 
sufferage inserted into the constitution ; 
for it had found its women’s votes useful. 
The population of those States was very 
scattered, ranging from less than one to five 
persons per square mile. In all the other 
States of America the efforts to get the 
full franchise for women had utterly failed, 
for these two reasons among others— 
that it had been proved that those 
women who agitated for the franchise 
did not speak for their sex, and that 
experience had shown that women did 
not take the trouble to vote in any large 
numbers, except when mischievous issues, 
as for example those of sectarianism, 
were raised. When a referendum was 
taken in Massachusetts, the sexes voting 
separately, it was found that out of 
575,000 possible women voters only 
22,000 voted in the atlirmative, and the 
movement in the United States might now 
be said to be set back, while many women 
were organising themselves against it. 
By all means let women be put on 
deputed authorities, but to put women 
into the position of exercising the 
sovereign authority, still more of ruling 
over that sovereign authority, would be 
a revolution, and such a revolution ought 
not to be rushed, it ought not to be 
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carried into law—nay, it ought not to be 
supported in that House till the question 
had been put as a clear and vital issue 
before the electors. 


Mr. OSMOND WILLIAMS (Meri- 
onethshire) said he had neither the time 
nor the inclination to try and answer the 
very clever special pleading of those who 
moved'the rejection of this Bill. He sup- 
ported it because he looked upon it as a 
demand for the liberties of the women of 
England and as a protest against the in- 
justice which had for centuries, indeed 
always, brooded over the character and 
destiny of one half of the human 
race. Nowhere else under any circum- 
stances had a demand ever yet been 
made for the liberties of one half 
of the race. In all great reforms, the 
majority, or the rulers, had invariably 
met the claim, no matter what the claim 
might be, with the answer, “ You are not 
fit for such a privilege.” Luther asked 
the Pope for liberty for the masses to 
read the Bible. The answer was, “The 
common people cannot be trusted with 
the Word of God.” ‘Let them try,” 
said the great reformer ; and the history 
of three centuries of development and 
purity proclaimed the result. The masses 
in France asked for their civil rights, the 
right to vote and for direct representation 
in the Government. The rich and let- 
tered classes and the cultivated intellects 
said, “You cannot be made fit.” “ Let 
us try,’ they said. That France was not 
to-day, as Russia and Spain, utterly 
crushed beneath the weight of a thou- 
sand years of misgovernment was the 
answer to those who doubted the ulti- 
mate success of this claim. Woman 
stood at the door of the House that day 
and said to those who declared she had 
no ability, “You tell me I have no 
intellect ; give me a chance.” “ You 
say I only embarrass politics. Let me 
try.” The answer was the same old stale 
argument which was addressed to the 
Jews of England in that very House of 
Commons. They were told, ‘ You are 
only fit to make money. You are not fit 
to enter the halls of Parliament and the 
ranks of the Imperial Army.” “ Let us 
try,” they said. Let them look round at 
the House of Commons now. How cogent 
was that eloyuent appeal of Macaulay’s 
at the time— 

“What right have we to take this question 
for granted * Throw open the doors of your 
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House of Commons, throw open the ranks of 
your Imperial Army before you deny the elv- 
quence of the countrymen of Isaiah or the 
valour of the descendants of the Maccabees.” 


It was the same now with them. They 
said, “Throw open the doors of your 
polling booths and give to the sisters 
of the Martineaus, the George FEliots, 
and the Somervilles the same oppor- 
tunity for political culture as you 
have, and let the result show what 
their capacities and intellect really are.” 
This was the question which they ought 
to put to themselves: ‘“ Has God made 
woman capable, morally, intellectually, 
and physically, of taking part in human 
affairs ?” What God had made her able 
to do was, to his mind, a strong argument 
that He intended she should do. Did 
our sense of natural justice not dictate 
that the being who was to suffer under 
laws should first personally assent to 
them; that the being whose industry 
government was to burden shculd have 
a voice in fixing the character and 
amount of that burden? While woman 
was admitted to the gallows, the gaol, 
and the tax list, we had no right to 
debar her from the ballot box. He was 
not in the least disturbed as to the 
argument as regarded women’s capacity, 
because he knew that the humblest and 
the feeblest man had the same civil 
rights as the most gifted. No intellect, 
although it might attain to the Alpine 
heights of, say, a Cecil or a Balfour, had 
any title to additional civil rights or any 
claim to greater civil privileges than the 
humblest individual who knew only the 
first elements of his alphabet. Supposing 
woman was intellectually inferior to man, 
she was still a tax-paying and respon- 
sible member of our civil society. 
Granted that George Eliot could not 
have been Shakespeare, that Miss Pank- 
hurst could not have been Shelley, or 
that a Gibson girl could not have painted 
the Transfiguration, was that any reason 
for debarring them from civil rights ¢ 
John Smith never could be and never 
would be John Morley. Was he, therefore, 
to be disfranchised 2? Was he, therefore, 
to be put under guardianship and for- 
bidden to vote? Supposing woman, 
though equal to, differed essentially in 
her intellect from man, was that 
any ground for disfranchising her ? 
Should the Stephensons and Watts 
say to the Raphaels “ Because you can- 
not make steam engines therefore you 
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cannot vote.” Should the Napoleons’ 


and Wellingtons say to the Glad. 
stones and Beaconsfields, “ Because 
you cannot lead armies, therefore you 
cannot govern States, and shall have 
no civil rights ?” The thing was absurd. 
Let them put themselves in woman’s 
place. Was anv man prepared to give 
up his right to vote? Supposing a man 
were to say to them, “I will arrange 
what is to be vour business. I will look 
after your business, and I will vote for 
you.” How ridiculously impertinent it 
would all seem. And vet there were few 
of them who had the sense to laugh at the 
consummate impertinence with which 
every bar-room brawler and every third- 
rate scribbler undertook to select and to 
settle what the spheres of the Martineaus 
and the De Staéls of this world were to be. 
It was not the education man got from 
books, but the lessons he learned from life 
and society that profited him most highly. 
Let them take the unfledged youth who 
came from college, what was he? Asa 
rule he was a very conceited young prig, 
but he was a man, and had had seven or 
elght years tutoring. Yet man though 
he was, until he had walked up and down 
the paths of life, until he had received his 
education in the discipline of the world, 
in the stimulus of motive, in the hope of 
vain, in the desire of honour, in the love 
of reputation, he had got in nine cases 
out of ten no education at all. ‘* Le monde 
est le livre des femmes.” Of this book they 
deprived her by denying her the ballot. 
They gave her nothing but man’s little 
printed primers. They made for her a 
world of dolls and then complained that 
she was frivolous. They deprived her of 
all the stimulus which 
ereat of all nations, all societies had 
enjoyed, the world’s honours, its gold 
and its fame, and then they coolly asked 
of her: “* Why are you not as well dis- 
ciplined as we are ?”” Responsibility was 
perhaps one instrument—one great in- 
strument—of education both moral and 
intellectual. It hardened the ideas, shar- 
pened the faculties. It unfolded the 


the good and 


moral nature. It made the careless 
prudent and turned recklessness into 
sobriety. Let them look at the frivolous 


pleasure-seeking young society wife 

suddenly left a widow, with the care of 

her children’s education and entrance into 

life thrown upon her. How prudent and 
Mr, Osmond Williains, 
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sagacious she became, how fruitful in 
resources and comprehensive in her views. 
How much intellect and character she 
surprised her old friends with. Or 
let them take the bold, 
aggressive, reckless in opposition. How 
prudent, how thoughtful, how courteous 
to political opponents, how often timid 
he became when he office. 
He realised that a nation’s welfare 
might hang upon his decision. Woman 
could never study those great questions 
which stirred interest most deeply in the 
human mind until she studied them under 
the mingled stimulus and check of that 
responsibility ; and until her ability was 
gauged by such questions, studied under 
such influences, they would never know 
what it really was. Some hon. Members 
would deny statesmanship to woman. 
What! Deny statesmanship to the sisters 
of Victoria and Elizabeth of England, 
of Isabella of Spain, or Maria Theresa of 
Austria? Ah, no. They could not read 
history, unless they read it upside down, 
without admitting that woman, cramped, 
fettered, degraded as she had been, had 
yet sometimes, with one ray of in- 
stinctive genius, done more to settle 
creat questions than the more cumbrous 
intellect of the other sex had ever done. 
He would say to those who opposed this 
Bill, “Go to Turkey and shut up your 
women. Go back to those Oriental 
phases of civilization which would never 
allow a woman’s eves to brighten man’s 
pathway, which do not belong to the 
century of the ballot-box, aid which 
do not belong in any way to Great 
Britain.” The first mention they had of 
Saxon blood in history was that line of 
Tacitus, which read, ** In all grave matters 
they consult their women.” He was 
convinced that years hence, when robust 
common sense had away these 
Oriental superstitions, and had trodden 
under foot squeamish scholarship and 
fastidious fashion, some second Tacitus 
from the valley of the Thames would arise 
and would answer him of the Seven Hills, 
**TIn all grave matters we consult our 
women.” 


statesman, 


took 


swept 


*Str. W. BRAMPTON GURDON (Nor- 
folk, N.) said he was prepared to admit 
that any claim women might have for 
suffrage must notsuffer by any such 
scenes as had lately occurred within the 
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precincts of the House. He had the 
greatest respect for those women who 
were constitutionally agitating for the 
suffrage, but he could not forget that 
during the ten,yvears the Conservatives 
were in office this section was perfectly 
silent, and that during the by-elections 
which had recently occurred they did not 
seem to have been in the least anxious to 
get in those who were in favour of 
woman suffrage. The more savage the 
nation the more man was considered to be 
superior to woman. In the most savage 
he made her do all the hard work ; but the 
more civilised man became the more he 
elevated woman, until he himself did all 
the hard work, and left her only the 
lighter duties and pleasures of life. We 
did not ask women to sweep chimneys, 
and he himself would be very sorry to 
ask a woman to clean his boots or 
to perform any other of the hard and 
most unpleasant duties of life. He had 
heard of women going amongst electors 
canvassing for Votes. In his constitu- 
ency such a proceeding was prohibited 
it least on his side. His constituency 
resented canvassing, and the best thing a 
nan could do who wanted to get him out 
would be to disguise himself as a Liberal 
nd go round the constituency canvassing 
in his (Sir W. Brampton Gurdon’s) 


{8 Marcu 1907} 





favour. There were some Members, he 
frankly admitted, who went canvassing, | 
ind some who were even so degrading as | 
to send out their wives and daughters. 
He did not like to say anything hard | 
about the matter, but to men who went 
out canvassing he would like to give 
twenty-five lashes, and for those who sent 
out their womenfolk he would make it 
‘iftv. He had noticed one very curious 
thing in regard to the question, and that 
was that during the passage of Lord 
Ritchie’s Factory Act the Liberals en- 
leavoured to get greater advantages for 
the working men, and they constantly 
secured a great many votes from Con- 
servative Members opposite. Dicotie, | 








got a single Conservative vote. He | 


it would™not enfranchise women as a 
whole. It would not give the vote to 


to a section of the wealthy. 
could wish women to take any part in the 
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rough and tumble of poli ica! life, but he 
thought something might be done as was 
done in Italy, where a woman with 
property was allowed to nominate a man 
to vote. She might nominate her son, for 
instance, and thus the property would be 
represented. He submitted that men 
ought to safeguard women from all hard- 
ships and hard work of life. He held 
them in such reverence that he never 
believed a man was so good as a really 
good woman, although at the same time 
he was quite prepared to admit that there 
was never a man so bad as a realiy bad 
woman. He quite agreed that we should 
consult our women on all the great issues of 
life, but like the officers of the Army who 
were there to command and not to shoot 
women should be the brains and not the 
working hands of administration. It 
was impossible to treat women as we 
treated men. One of the greatest crimes 
in this country was to try and intimidate 
Parliament during a session. It was the 
only crime for which the Government 
were entitled to call out the military and 
shoot without hesitation: but what would 
have been said if such action had been 
taken with regard to the Jate disorders ? 
Everybody had compassion with the 
women who complained of their treat- 
ment in prison, but if the complaints had 
been made by men they would simply 
have laughed atthem. Many men volun- 
tarily endured hardships in travelling 
and mountaineering, and other much 
greater hardships. Tha‘ showed that thev 
could not treat women as they would 
treat men. What they looked to do 
was to keep women on a higher level 
and not to ask them to come grovelling in 
the mud with them, for their business in 
that House was to sweep away the dirt 
and mud of ptblic life. Their object 
should be to keep women on a higher 
level, as in every civilised community. 
He hoped he was an honourable foe ; jhe 
had always had a horror of obstruction, 


and if it became a question of the closure 
however, it was tried to get any advan- | he should gladly support it in order to get 
tages for the working women they never | a straightforward vote on the question,. 


but his voice must be against his hon, 


objected to this Bill particularly because | friend. 


SHACKLETON — (Lancashire, 


*Mr. 


the women who really wanted it, but only | Clitheroe) said he only desired to intervene 
No one| for a few minutes for the purpose of 
| stnhialie why he could not give a silent 
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vote on this Bill. He was in favour of 
women’s enfranchisement,and if he had his 
own way, he would go, as was said, “ the 
whole hog.” He was against any proposal 
which was limited in character, as was 
the case in this Bill. He had chiefly 
risen to make reference to one particular 
part of the Bill which, for the first time 
in a measure of the kind brought before 
the House, made it possible for a man 
and his wife, with a £20 qualification 
combined, to have two votes, one each. 
That was a proposition that no Labour 
Member could support. He believed 
that such a clause would keep out 
thousands and even millions of women 
who were just as much entitled to have 
a say in the governmen’ of the country 
as any one of those who possessed the 
qualification set up. He was president 
of an organisation of 120,000 people. of 
whom 80,000 were females, including 
20,000 married women living with their 
husbands, and not one of them, so far 
as he knew, had the property qualifica- 
tion necessary under the Bill as_ it 
stood. He could not consistently support 
such a Bill as that. He would only vote 
for it because of the proposition it laid 
down that women were entitled to have a 
share in the government of the country. 
They could not say that women 
who had to take their part in factory and 
workshop life were to be excluded from 
having a share in the administration 
of the very work in which they were 
engaged. It was said that women em- 
ploved in the textile industry had been 
told they must vote for woman suffrage 
because it would increase their wages. 
Such a statement was absurd, and 
whoever made it did not represent the 
textile leaders. In Lancashire women 
were on a level with men as regarded 
wages, and no higher standard could be 
fixed for a woman. It was absurd to 
say that any such reason had influenced 
the women in Lancashire to support the 
Bill. They claimed the right to a vote 
as citizens. They might have been told 
by people who did not understand factory 
life that their wages would be increased, 
but no leader of the textile industries 
had told them anything of the kind. 
While he would vote for the Bill now, 
he would very much regret to be 
called upon to vote against it on the 


Mr. Shackleton. 
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Third Reading if this clause were retained- 
He supposed, however, tha i. was really 
an academic discussion, and that there 
was no further chance for the Bill. But 
he was glad that the Bill had been brought 
forward, so that the Government might 
regard the question as serious, and he 
hoped that next time the Prime Minister 
spoke on the matter he would be able 
to speak for the Cabinet as well as for 
himself. 


*Mr. CREMER (Shoreditch, Hagger- 
ston) said he would not have intervened 
in the debate but for the extraordinary 
statements which had been made that 
the Bill was promoted by a majority 
of the women of the country who really 
desired to become possessed of the 
Parliamentary franchise He _ thought 
he was justified in describing that as the 
only occasion on which the subject had 
been debated in earnest in that House. 
Hitherto the House had simply played 
with the question, but now _ that 
Members found themselves face to face 
with the subject they were beginning 
to reconsider the pledges they hastily 
gave at the last general election and 
the course they had hitherto pursued. 
When the subject was discussed three 
vears ago he spoke and voted against 
it, and to show what a hollow mockery 
it then was, some of the Members 
who voted in favour of the Motion 
came to him after the division and 
thanked him for his opposition, and 
said he had expressed the opinions 
which they entertained. He asked 
them how they could thank him 
when they went into the division 
lobby in support of the proposal. Well, 
they replied, what could they do; the 
women had pestered them and exacted 
pledges from them and they had been 
weak enough to yield. He might be told 
that those men were cowards, but he 
knew that some of them had shed their 
blood and faced death on battlefields, 
but they had not the courage to say 
“no” to a woman. The hon. Mem- 
ber for St. Pancras had stated that 
there had been a greater number of 


petitioners in favour of votes for 


women than upon any other sub- 
ject. He did not know where the hon. 


‘Member obtained his information, but 
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he would advise him to go to the Petition 
Office where he would get reliable in- 
formation of a remarkable character. 
A Return recently issued to Members 
showed the number of petitioners in 
favour of the Bill from 1890 to 1906— 
sixteen years. In 1890 3,127 people— 
he said people because they were not 
all women who signed—petitioned in 
favour of the Parliamentary franchise. 


In 1891 there were 3,277; in 1892, 
7,313; in 1893, 19,765; in 1894, 4,602; 
in 1895, 312; in 1896, 1,459; in 1897, 


3,899 ; in 1898, 853; in 1899, 6,157; in 
1890, 7 ;in 1901, 30,178 ; in 1902, 39,079 ; 
in 1903, 13,990 ; in 1904, 11,946 ; in 1905, 
8,153; in 1906, the date of the Return, 
1. The total who petitioned during 
the sixteen vears was 193,618, but even 
that small body did not represent the 
actual number of women sutfragists as 
many of them were men, and a number 
of the women who did so were the same 
who signed petitions year after year. Yet 
the women who had been agitating 
and creating such disturbances posed 
as the representatives of the women of 
England. The only parallel for such 
audacity as they displayed was to be 
found in the story about the three 
tailors of Tooley Street. 


*Mr. DICKINSON, as a matter of 
personal explanation, pointed out that 
he had not said that there were more 
petitioners, but that there were more 
petitions. 


*Mr. CREMER said the Return also 
gave the number of petitions, the total 
number for the sixteen years being 2,584. 
According to the last census the number 
of adult females in the country was 
10,520,780, so that deducting the number 
who signed the petitions between 1890 
and 1906 from the total number of 
females as shown by the census, they had 
a total of 10,327,162 who had not 
manifested a desire to obtain the Parlia- 
mentary franchise, only a very small 
proportion of them, in his opinion, 
caring a fig about it. A gentleman had 
written him a letter on 21st November 
from Rochdale, saying that the unscru- 
pulous manner in which the suffragists 
had attacked him (Mr. Cremer) was 
characteristic of their whole proceedings. 
The writer went on to say that one of the 
ladies actually stated that she had been 
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thrown on the floor and kicked by a 
policeman till she was black and blue 
from head to foot. His correspondent 
added that the signatures to the petitions 
in Lancashire were got by paying women 
Sd. an hour for obtaining them ; that 
women were persuaded to sign because 
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they were told that it would raise 
their wages to the level of the 
men’s; that their unions were no 


good, as the men had higher wages 
merely because they had votes. The 
writer of the letters further stated that 
the women of Lancashire knew little and 
cared nothing about the Parliamentary 
vote. That statement, strangely enough, 
came froma prominent member of the In- 
dependent Labour Party, who expressed 
himself in strong language, which he 
would not read, concerning the action of 
the Leader of the Independent Labour 
Party in allowing himself to be made a 
tool of by designing women. It was a 
very intelligent letter and a spontaneous 
statement from a gentleman whom he 
was not personally acquainted with. 
Upon further examination of the census 
Returns he found that there were 
10,520,780 adult females in the country 
and 9,848,111 males, so that the excess 
of females over males was 672,669 ; 
and if they calculated that from 300,000 
to 400,000 men who were ‘in the Army 
and Navy or travelling would be unable 
to vote or were not enfranchised, the 
number of women voters in excess of 
men would be upwards of 1,000,000 and 
at every Parliamentary election they 
would be able to swamp the male voters 
whenever they chose to do so, and the 
bread winners would be in a minority. 
He respectfully submitted to hon. Mem- 
bers that they would do well, before they 
voted for this Bill and took a step which 
they could never retrace, to bear these 
facts in mind. He was opposed to 
this Bill as he had always been. 
The interest evinced in the debate 
contrasted with the lack of interest 
displayed when the subject was discussed 
on previous occasions and proved that 
Members were becoming aware of the 
dangerous character of the Bill. He had 
no hesitation as to the course he should 
pursue if a division was taken; he 
would record his vote against the Bill. 
He regretted that various Amendments 
on the Paper could not be proposed ; 


but considering that they had only 
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five hours for the discussion of the 
Bill, which, as the hon. Member for 
the Cricklade Division rightly _ said, 
was a revolution, he thought that the 
House ought to pause before it took 
a step which it could never retrace. 
Among the many reasons he had _ for 
opposing the Bill were, that women were 
already creatures of privilege and he had 
no wish to increase the power of the 
privileged classes, and that in the 
power which mothers possessed to mould 
the minds of the young and make them 
good men and women, they were 
practically omnipotent in shaping the 
legislation and destinies of the country. 
It was an old and true saying that— 


“ The hand that rocks the cradle 
Is the hand that rules the world.” 


Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES (Durham, 
N.W.) said he had taken part in a number 
of discussions on this question, and he 
would be reluctant to allow the debate 
to conclude without saying a word or two, 
not so much upon the merits of the 
question, as upon this particular Bill. 
He frankly admitted that the Bill was 
not founded upon democratic lines, but 
he could conceive no measure, having 
regard to the lines on which it was drawn, 
more calculated to result in adult suffrage 
than the Bill introduced by his hon. 
friend. Therefore they need not be in 
the smallest degree afraid to vote for it 
on the grounds suggested by hon. Mem- 
bers, and he hoped that all supporters of 
woman suffrage would abstain from 
any flank attack, if he might use the 
expression, upon this measure, for such 
an attack would be regarded, not as a 
mere objection to the form of the Bill, 
but as an excuse for opposing the merits 
and the principle of the question. The 
speeches had been simply a rechauffe of 
the arguments they had heard for over 
fifty vears, ever since the subject was first 
discussed. He had reading the 
report of the speeches made in the House 
upon the introduction of Mr. Disraeli’s 
Reform Bill of 1867, and upon the intro- 
duction of the Reform Bill of 1884. 
Every argument in detail adduced then 
against the admission of the working 
classes to the franchise had been adduced 
that day against the admission of women. 
Inthe first place it was said that there was 
no demand for it. During the suffrage 
agitation the then Mr. Lowe, and other 


Mr. Cremer. 


been 
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speakers, continually taunted Mr. Glad- 
stone and other great protagonists of 
that measure that there was no demand 
amongst the working classes for the Re- 
form Bill. As a matter of fact that charge 
was true, because, quite apart from the 
justice of the measure, it was practically 
impossible, except by fictitious means, 
the expenditure of money, and organising 
meetings and sending speakers, to get 
up anything in the shape of a legitimate 
agitation. It did not matter so much 
whether they wanted it or not; the 
real question was whether or not 
it was good for the State. How had 
the demand for woman suffrage been 
created? At first they tried tea- 
parties and drawing-room meetings, but 
no notice was taken of them, and they 
resolved that something else was wanted. 
Then they held demonstrations outside 
the House. It should not be forgotten 
that the leaders of the agitation were 
women of delicate sensibilities, and they 
demonstrated in the way they had done 
to meet political requirements. And 
for that they were spoken of as being 
unsexed, mounted police were sent to 
interfere, and they were said to have 
injured their cause. If they proceeded 
by constitutional, legitimate, and_ or- 
dinary methods it was argued that they 
showed no desire for the franchise, and 
when they proceeded otherwise it was 
urged that they injured their cause. 
Amongst the textile workers of Lan- 
cashire there was a spontaneous feeling 
in favour of the measure, and it was a 
feeling which was not the result of any 
such agitation. It was said that women 
had no interest in the question. He did 
not know how his hon. friends could 
establish the truth of that assertion. 
He considered that their actual in- 
terests were very great. Supposing the 
allegations made against the tex- 
tile weavers were true, and that they 
did believe that they would enhance 
their wages if they had the franchise— 
was that a matter of reproach to them ! 
Through not possessing the franchise 
women did suffer in that respect. He 
protested against the assertion that 
women had no interest in the possession 
of the franchise. It was an argument 
that could not be supported, and it was 
as empty as the taunt levelled against 
1884. They 


agricultural labourers in 
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were told that this was not a live question 
and that it was never before the elector- 
ate; but it was argued anddiscussed both 
by the Prime Minister and the Leader 
of the Opposition, and even the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer so far altered his 
position as to say that he had an open 


mind. 


Mr. ASQUITH (Fife, E.): I never 
sald so. 

Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES said that 
in an interview between the right hon. 


Gentleman and certain suffragists in 
Scotland he was reported to have said 
that he doors of 


salvation against women. 


had not closed the 


Mr. ASQUITH dissented. 


Mr. ATHERLEY-JONES | said that 
however that might be, they knew that 
in recent years the matter had made so 
much progress that, as a matter of fact, 
there was scarcely a single constituency 
at the last election where the candidates 
on both sides were not challenged to say 
whether they were for or against woman 
suffrage. As far as he could gather, 
at least 400 Members of the House 
directly pledged themselves in favour of 
the principle at the last election. He 
was in favour of woman suffrage, not 
because he believed that it was going to 
work like the wave of a magic wand and 
change their social conditions or ad- 
vance the particular interests of the 
Party to which he belonged, but be- 
cause he believed it would have a great 
elevating effect upon women. Many 
great social problems associated with 


daily life, questions of temperance, of 


sanitation, and other matters 
came home more neariy to the minds 
of the women of the country than to 


On a recent occasion in the 


many 


the men. 
north an application for a licence was 
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and supported by the men. In New 
Zealand there was permanent testimony 
to the influence of woman suffrage in 
favour of temperance. To secure the 
co-operation of women in the work of 
social reform this step should be taken, 
and it would conduce to the welfare of 
the whole community. 


Enfranchisement Bill. 


*Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney 
and Shetland) said he did not intend to 
draw any invidious comparisons, or to as- 
sert that women were not fit to adorn any 
sphere of life which they chose to enter. 
He congratulated the hon. Member for 
Merionethshire upon his eloquent speech, 
which he felt sure would more 
votes than any other made 
during the course of the debate, for he 
had spoken of women in terms with 
would be ready to asso- 
ciate themselves. But there was an- 
other point of view. While acknow- 
ledging the influence of women in social 
questions, he denied that such influence 
would be better or stronger if they 
took part in the turmoil of Parliamen- 
Par- 


nice 


sway 
speech 


which all 


tary elections. Canvassing at a 
liamentary election 
business, and he did not think they 


wanted women to be occupied in that way. 


was not a 


This was a measure which would press 
very heavily upon the county districts. 
In his own county, which contained some 
8,000 they experienced the 
greatest difficulty in getting to the poll, 
and it would be absolutely impossible 


electors, 


for women to get there. He asked 
hon. Members ‘who possessed devoted 
mothers whether 
their influence would 
greater if it had been exercised in the 
polling booth or in canvassing. When 
they got women canvassing, It was an 
He remembered at a 


and virtuous wives 


have been any 


appalling thing. 
county council election calling upon a 
woman voter, and upon asking why she 
had not recorded her vote she said she 
was ill, and the doctor had told her to 


‘go to bed and not get up until the poll 
opposed by all the women in the district | 


was closed. He did not think there was 
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any demand for franchise on 
part of women. If there was any such 
demand then the women would get the 
franchise. With regard to the com- 


parisons which had been made with | 
| baskets. 


other countries, they were entirely mis- 
leading, for no European country had 
ever ventured to plunge into this cauldron 
of trouble. 
by liberty-loving France, nor had Switer- 
land Denmark ever contemplated 
any scheme of the sort. Only four small 
States in the United States had adopted 
it. 
women would be a shifting of the re- 
sponsibility which the men of a great 
nation ought to bear, so that by them, 


or 


as by their cowardly progenitor, 
the blame might be cast on “the 
woman thou gavest me.” In all 


matters of legislation the interests of 
women were already strongly voiced. 
Were they not already sufficiently heckled 
at public meetings by women ? 
At the last election they all pledged 
themselves in favour of various social 
reforms affecting women. All would be 
in accord with the Prime Minister as to 
the influence of domestic 
legislation; but after telling their con- 
stituents of the great things to be ex- 
pected from the present Government, 
were they now to enter upon a great 
constitutional change not mentioned in 
the programme and which might be 
appalling in its effect ? Scotland ruled 


women on 
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They ruled the finances 


of the country, and yet they could not 


Scottish members wanted 
to their 


get anything. 


to be able to return constit- 


/uencies showing some little fish in their 


It had never been adopted | 


[Opposition cheers.] He did 
not wonder Members opposite cheered ; 
but he was too old a bird to rise to their 
fly. 
where. 


There was something wrong some- 
They were pledged to educational 


_ reform, and a variety of other reforms, and 


The extension of the suffrage to | 


he sincerely hoped that before they were 
sent back to their constituents they would 
Hon. Mem- 
bers who were inclined to support the 
Bill need not take any comfort to them- 
selves by supposing that it would receive 


have something to show. 


severe criticism in another place. It 
would be hailed there 
and passed into law, the 
result was very hard to foresee. The 
action of New Zealand in granting the 
franchise to women was relied on by the 
supporters of the Bill. He had lived for 
many years in that country and could say 
that not only the conditions there, but 
the people were entirely different. His 
hon. friend had described Australia as the 
most parochial country in the world, 
although nobody liked to say it. He was 
very much of the same opinion. 
confined absolutely to its own affairs 
and protected from outside interference 
the British Fleet. The 
and parsons had no power 


with approval 
and 


It was 


by priests 


there ’ 


‘in this country they were all powerful. 


in the Cabinet, and yet it seemed as if | 


she was to get no legislation. If the 
Government were to pass such a bill as 
this and leave in suspension the magni- 
ficent programme of Reform which they 
had preached but a short time back they 
would indeed “be far left to 
selves,” which was about the 
unkind thing they could say to them 
bad language. 


‘ most 


without using 


them- | 


| Bill. 


They | not 


as nothing; 


was 
In such a country 


There social interest 
here it was everything. 
the franchise might be extended to boys 
and girls just left school, and it would not 
make difference. The country 
would go on prospering just as it was 
doing now. He would vote most cor- 
dially against the Second Reading of this 
He thought it 
the 


much 


measure 
of the 


was a 


designed for good 


wanted to be able to go back to their; country, but for the embarrassing of the 
constituencies and show that they had} Government if it could be embarassed. 


done something for them. 


Scotsmen | It was inconvenient to everyone, and he 


were powerful in the Cabinet, and yet | sincerely trusted that it would not be 


it seemed as if Scotland was to get 


Mr, Cathcart Wason. 


| 


passed into law. 
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Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, E.) | 
expressed the hope that the vote to be 
taken tha: afternoon would be a 
thoroughly straightforward one, indicat- 
ing the real opinions of hon. Members. 
The most astonishing statement he had 
ever heard during the twenty-four years 
he had been a Member of the House was 
one by the hon. Member for 
Haggerston that day. He had _ told 
the House that after the last division 
was taken on this subject several Mem- 


made 


bers who voted in favour of the franchise 
for women came and thanked him sin- 
cerely for voicing their opinions against 
the Resolution and declared that they 
were afraid to give expression by their 
votes to their true opinions. If there 
were any Members in the House of that 
kind he certainly did not know them. 
He believed that they must be very few 
in number, and he was perfectly per- 
suaded that every Member of the House 
would vote on this question according 
He had 
listened with amusement to the 
speech of the hon. Member for Orkney and 
Shetland in opposition to the Bill. When 
he looked for direction in Liberal and 


to his conscientious convictions. 
great 


democratic principles he did not turn to 
the hon. Member. He looked, and he 
believed the mass of the people generally 
would look, for the true principles of 
Liberalism and democracy, not to op- 
ponents of the Bill on the Ministerial 
Benches, but to their leader, the Prime 
Minister; and those who followed the 
right hon. Gentleman into the Lobby in 
support of the Bill would be regarded as 
the true exponents of Liberalism and 
democracy. It was said that the agita- 
tion outside the House had set back the 
movement for the 
He was filled with amazement 
to hear Liberals speaking sneeringly of 
What great reform had been 


enfranchisement of 
women. 


agitators. 
carried in this country except by agita- 
tion, backed up by violence greater in 
some instances than the ladies had in- 
dulged in? He was not going to enter 
into the question whether women were 
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as well entitled to the franchise as men. 
There was no man in the House who 
could say that it was just or proper that 
the the 
should have the right of 
shaping the affairs of the country, while 
intellectual 


dregs of male — population 


voting and 


most highly educated and 
women were deprived of all share in the 
What the 

mental principle of the British 
It was that there should be 
Yet 


women were taxed and allowed no voice 


government. Was funda- 
Con- 
stitution 2 


no taxation without representation. 


in selecting the country’s representatives. 
He agreed that this Bill was in many 
respects one which Liberals could not be 
expected to enthusiastically, 
but after all they had not been discussing 


support 


the merits or the demerits of the par- 
ticular Bill — before the House, 
It was true that the was before 
but dis- 


Bill 


them, they were not 


cussing the details of that or any other 


Bill. 
decide was whether the 
country as well as men were entitled to 
vote, and it was on that principle the 
His view was 


The great question they had to 
women of the 


division would be taken. 
that no community of men had the right 
to deprive of their share in the manage- 
ment of national affairs any section of 
God’s [Laughter.} Women 
were endowed, as much as hon. Members 
who laughed, with intellect by Almighty 
God. Where would they find any text 
in Scripture that it was the Divine in- 


creatures. 


tention that women should be treated as 
slaves; and yet they were treated as 


’ 
slaves when they were deprived of the 


rights of citizenship in the land. 
The hon. Member for Orkney and 
Shetland had referred to Australia. 


That Colony could give us lessons in many 
things, and in this matter among others. 
The of the there 
had given greater power and strength 
to the masses of the people than in 
any other He would vote 
with the Prime Minister, and he hoped 
that every true liberal would take the 


extension franchise 


country. 


Same Course. 
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*Mr. T. A. HERBERT (Buckingham- 
shire, Wycombe) said there was a real 
danger that when hon. Members came 
to vote they would be at cross purposes. 
Everybody who had spoken in favour of 
enfranchisement had urged them to 
vote for some principle that 
different from and _ inconsistent 
the principle of the Bill. He 


was 
with 
had 
more 


never listened to a 


non sequitur than that contained in the | 


argument of the Prime Minister’s speech. | a 
| have some voice in controlling the affairs 


The right hon. Gentleman told the House 


{COMMONS} 


complete | 


that he was in favour of some great 
principle for the enfranchisement of | 


women, he told them next that 
the Bill did not carry out and could not 
carry out that principle; that he did 
the Bill, and that, 
vote for it. It 


not 
therefore, he 


approve of 
would 


appeared to him that the great authority | 


of the Prime Minister was likely to mis- 
lead a number of his faithful supporters 
into following an equally illogical course. 
What he was going to vote upon was the 


Bill before the House, and not upon any | 


great moral principle with respect to 
which they might be all agreed. It 
was idle to say they might aftirm the 
the 


principle and amend 


details in | 
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votes. He would rather rely on the votes 
of married women of the working 
classes, because they had been brought 
into more intimate contact with the 
realities of life than others. 


Mr. COURTENAY WARNER (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield) said he had for many 
years fighting to give the 
labouring classes power to take a share 
the and to 


been 


in the making of laws 


of the country. The Bill now before 
the House would simply give votes to a 
privileged class, and for that reason he 
could not support it. In New Zealand 
and Australia, where it was said female 
suffrage worked well, it was not the 
suffrage proposed by the Bill which 
worked well, but a suffrage conferring 
the right of voting on the 
From an analysis of the 21,000 


working 
classes. 
names signed to a statement which had 
been sent to Members of the House in 
favour of female suffrage it appeared that 
5,000 were married women. The next 


class were school teachers. Were thev 


| unorganised, and had they no power in 


the House? Then came _ people of 


independent means, and people of various 
They people who 


occupations. were 


' were well represented by men in the House 


Committee. That was not possible with | 
this Bill. Here the details were the! 
principle. This Bill was designed to 


establish the principle that whatever 
franchise men had women should in every 
detail enjoy the same. If therefore they 
altered any detail it was a different Bill. 
He would 
the Clitheroe that 
democratic franchise was the household 


Division our sole 


of Commons. 
trodden women who suffered in laundries 


The names of poor down- 


and other places from overwork and 


who were not organised, did not appear 


remind the hon. Member for | 


in large numbers on that paper. It was 


signed by people who already had privi- 


franchise, and it did not apply to married | 


women. Every married woman who got 


a vote would have to do so on a property | 


qualitication. In order to do so she and 
her husband would have to live ina house 
of at least £20 a year value. The mean- 
ing of that was that no married woman 
of the working classes would get a vote, 
woman of 


while married 


wealthier classes would get a vote, and 


every 


wealthy women might get many plural 


the | 


leges and were asking for more. 


Mr. DICKINSON rose in his place. 


and claimed to move, “That the 


| Question be now put,” but Mr. SPEAKER 


withheld his assent, and declined then to 
put that Question. 


.*Mr. REES (Mongtomery Borouglis) 
said that only one representative of 


Wales had spoken in the course ot 
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the debate. He was afraid that the 
speech of his eloquent fellow country- 
man, the Member for Merionethshire, 
was likely to convey a wrong impression 
to the House of the opinions of the 
men and women of Wales. His hon. 
friend had gone to Germany and 
had quoted from Tacitus, but his 
wonder was why his hon. friend had 
not quoted from the poetry of Wales. 
The beauty of his fellow countrywomen, 
while it had inspired his eloquence, 
had impaired his judgment. He 
would like to make a quotation himself 


from a Welsh poet, but he would 
spare the House the ordeal. [Cries of 
“(Quote.”] Well, he would quote, 
but he would spare the House 


the vernacular of Wales, which un- 
fortunately it did not understand, 
but when he listened to his hon. friend 
he expected him to conclude with the 
well-known lines: ‘*‘ When I remember 
the marches of Merioneth, where my 


head was pillowed on a white arm.” If | 
his hon. friend had remembered his native | 


literature he thought he would have 
been spared from presenting this demand 
or pressing this Bill. His hon. friend 
also said “ Go to Turkey.” He did not 
know whether his hon. friend like he 
himself had been there, but if he would 
vo to Turkey or to the East he 
would hear the wise men there say that 
“the English are a powerful and mighty 
race, with a disposition in spite of all to 


lunacy.” That was an opinion widely 


held throughout the East; and nothing | 


like a/| 


would confirm that opinion 
favourable vote on this Bill, which 
would in effect and in the end hand over 
the management of affairs to the women 
of the country. If this measure was 


passed there would subsequently come 


the entry of women into the House itself. | 


No Member would be able to obtain a seat 
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then the Speaker called him by 
name; and immediately he found 
himself hauled on to the friendly 


knees of another hon. friend in order to 
address. the Chair. But supposing 
on that occasion the unfortunate male 
had to seek similar refuge on the 
knees of a lady Member. The privileges 
|of Members would be curtailed in all 
| directions. For instance, he and two 
| other Members had occupied last session 
‘the seats from one of which he now 
addressed the House. A powerful and, 
|in this behalf, unscrupulous nation had 
|raided that particular corner, but he and 
| two friends had successfully resisted the 
|inroads of the Picts and Scots. Had 
‘they been Scottish ladies he and _ his 
| friends, with rage in their hearts, would 
| have had to give way to the lady Mem- 
| bers, and to protest the last thing they 
"wanted was their seats. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. DICKINSON rose in his place 
and claimed to move, “ That the Ques- 
tion be now put;” but Mr. SPEAKER 
withheld his assent, and declined then to 
put that Question. 


*Mr. REES proceeded with his speech, 
| but on account of interruptions he was 
almost inaudible in the Press gallery. 
Referring to the cries of “‘ Order” he 
said he was perfectly in order, and that 
what he had to say in regard to this 
'matter would be of considerable benefit 
to the State, which was thre tened with 





bd > 
a revolution. 


Mr. DICKINSON rose in his place, 
and claimed to move, “That the Ques- 
tion be now put;” but Mr. SPEAKER 
withheld his assent, and declined then to 
| put that Question. 


if once ladies were admitted to the House. | 


The other day he suddenly came 


*Mr. REES, speaking amid cries of 





into the House from another sphere | “ Divide,” protested against this attempt 
and was unable to secure a_ seat. | to force a revolution on the country, 
He sat accordingly on the floor, and! especially when the supporters of the 
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Bill were apparently unwilling to give a 


Adjournment 


critic five minutes wherein to address 
the House, but desired to rush through 
a Bill of this character after a brief and 
inadequate discussion on a Friday after- 


noon, a proceeding against which he | 


protested with all his might. 


And, it being Five of the clock, the 


Debate stood adjourned. 


Debate to be resumed upon Monday 


next. 


POLITICAL PENSIONS BILL. 


Read a second time, and committed | 


for Friday next. 
RADIOTELEGRAPHIC CONVENTION. 


Motion made and Question proposed, 


“ That a Select Committee be appointed 
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Burns, Battersea) said he believed the 
contracts referred to by the hon. Member 
came within the terms of reference. 
Having given that assurance, he hoped 
the hon. Member would not oppose the 


Motion. 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY said that on the 
understanding that these contracts would 
be included in the terms of reference, he 


would not press his opposition. 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Ordered, That a Select Committee be 
appointed to consider the Radiotele- 
graphic Convention, signed at Berlin on 


the 3rd day of November, 1906, and to 


report what, from the point of view of 


national and public interests, would, in 


their opinion, be the effect of the adhesion 


/or non-adhesion of this country to the 


| Convention. 
to consider the Radiotelegraphic Con- | 


vention, signed at Berlin on the 3rd day | 


of November, 1906, and to report what, 
from the point of view of national and 
public interests, would, in their opinion, 
be the effect of the adhesion or non- 
adhesion of this country to the Conven- 


tion.” 


Committee accordingly nominated of, 


|—Mr. Adkins, Mr. Sydney Buxton, Sir 


John Dickson-Poynder, Mr. Enoch 


Edwards, Mr. Gwynn, Sir William Hol- 


land, Mr. Lambert, Mr. Arthur Lee, Mr. 


|Macpherson, Sir Gilbert Parker, and 
Sir Edward Sassoon. 
Ordered, That the Committee have 


*Mr. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, Hoxe | 


ton) asked whether the terms of reference | 


would bring within the purview of the 
the of the 


contract between the Admiralty and the 


Committee consideration 


Marconi Company, and also any other 


Department and that company or any | 


other? He moved that the considera- 


tion of the motion be adjourned. 


PRESIDENT or 
BOARD 


THE 
GOVERNMENT 
Mr. Rees, 


(Mr. 


THE LOCAL 


power to send for persons, papers, and 


records. 


Ordered, That Four be the quorum. 


(Mr. Whiteley.) 


contract between any other Government | 


JOHN | 


Whereupon Mr. Speaker adjourned 
the House without Question put, pur- 


suant to Standing Order No. 3. 


Adjourned at six minutes after 
Five o’clock till Monday next. 


Speech indicates revision by a Member. 
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1165 Returns, {11 Marcu 1907} Reports, de. 1166 
HOUSE OF LORDS. | Bill. Order of the Day for the Second 
| Reading read, and discharged. Ordered 
Monday, 11th March, 1907. ‘that the Bill be not further proceeded 
| with. 





PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


Burnham (Somerset) Pier Bill [H.1.]; 
Manchester Corporation Tramways Bill 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the | Bill [H.L.]; Tyne Improvement Bill 
House, That the Clerk of the Parliaments | [H.L. ]. Report ‘from the Committee of 
had laid upon the Table the Certificate | Selection, That the Lord Headley be 
from the Examiners that the further | proposed to the House as a member of the 
Standing Orders applicable to the follow- | Select Committee on the said Bills in the 
. ing Bill have been complied with :— | place of the Viscount Iveagh ; read and 

‘avehill and Whitewell Tramways [H.L.] agreed to. 
= The same was ordered to lie upon the | ve 
Table. | 

RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 

Royal Bank of Scotland Bill [x.1.]; gece 
General Accident Fire and Life Assurance COLONIES: ANNUAL 
= Corporation, Limited, Bill [H.1.]. Pre- ee TON: : 

: sented ; read 18; and referred to the | No. 519. East Africa Protectorate 
RT MT |(Report for 1905-1906). 

Renfrewshire Upper District (Eastwood - — ALBERT MUSEUM. ETGy 
and Mearns) Water Bill [n.1.]; Glasgow Report for the year 1905 on the 
: Corporation Bill [H.L.]; Aberdeen Cor- victoria and Albert. Museum, the Royal 
: poration Bill [#.1.]; Electric Supply Colleges of Science and of Art, the 
x Corporation (No. 2) Bill [#.1.].  Pre- Geological Survey and Museum, and, on 


sented, and read 1*, the work of the Solar Physics Committee. 
3irmingham Corporation Bill [#.1.]. anata sete bt : 

A witness ordered to attend the Select EDUCAT rOR wien ages 

= Committee. Code of Regulations for Day Schools, 


1907 ; with Appendices. 

Minute of the Committee of Council on 
Education in Scotland, dated 9th March, 
1907, providing for the distribution of 
the General Aid Grant. 


Byrne’s Divorce Bill [u.t.]. The Lorp 
CHANCELLOR acquainted the House that 
» the Clerk of the Parliaments had received | 
by post from the Lord Justice of the | 
> King’s Bench Division of the High Court | TRADE"REPORTS, ANNUAL SERIES. 
© of Justice in Ireland, a Report of the pro-; - np 
~ ceedings upon the inquiry before him in | No. 3747. Abyssinia. 
= the case of Byrne v. McDowell. The | Presented (by Command), and ordered 
$ same was ordered to lie on the Table. | to lie on the Table. 

: Middlesbrough Corporation Bill [n. L.).| | UNIVERSITIES (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1889. 
‘Report from the Select Committee,; Annual report on the state of the 
That the Committee had not proceeded | finances of the University of Glasgow 
with the consideration of the Bill, the | under the provisions of Section 30 of 
opposition thereto having been with- |the Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889, 
drawn ; read, and ordered to lie on the | for the year 1905-1906. 

Table. ’ The orders made on the 25th and 

28th of February last discharged, and | SUPERANNUATION (PROFESSIONAL 

Bill committed. | QUALIFICATIONS.) 
| Treasury Minute, dated 5th March, 


South Lincolnshire Water Bill [#..].— | | 1907, declaring that for the due and effi- 
The CHarRMAN OF ComMITTEES informed | cient discharge of the duties of the 
the House that the Promoters do not | offices of salaried official receiver in 
intend to proceed further with the| bankruptcy and inspector of official 
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receivers, professional or other peculiar 
qualifications not ordinarily to be ac- 
quired on the public service are required. 


Sunday 


NATIONAL DEBT (SAVINGS BANK AND 
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES). 
Account of the gross amount of all 
sums received and paid by the Com- 
missioners for the reduction of the 
National Debt on account’ of banks 
for saving and friendly societies in 
Great Britain and Ireland, from their 
commencement at 6th August, 1817, to 
20th November, 1906, inclusive. 


Account of the several transactions 
which have taken place during the year 
ended 20th November, 1906, in the in- 
vestment of all moneys which came into 


the hands of the Commissioners for the | 
of the National Debt for | 


Reduction 
savings banks and friendly societies. 


Statement showing the aggregate 
amount of the liabilities of the Govern- 
ment to the trustees of savings banks 
and friendly societies respectively on 
20th November, 1906, ete. 

Laid before the House (pursuant to 
Act), and ordered to lie on the Table. 


PRIVATE LEGISLATION PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) ACT, 1899. 

Report from the Committee of Selec- 
tion, that the following Lords be pro- 
posed to the House as the panel of 
Lords to act as Commissioners under 
the Act, viz. :— 

V. Falkland. 
L. Templemore. 

Agreed to; and the said Lords ap- 

pointed accordingly. 


NEW BILLS. 
RULE COMMITTEE BILL [u.1.] (No. 11). 
A Bill to amend the Judicature Acts, 
1873 to 1894, with respect to the persons 
in whom the power of making rules of 
Court under those Acts is vested. 


MATRIMONIAL CAUSES ACTS AMEND.- 
MENT BILL [u.1.] (No. 12). 


A Bill to amend the Matrimonial 
Causes Acts, 1857 to 1866, by extending 


{LORDS} 
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pene powers of the Court in relation to 
/ maintenance and alimony, and leave to 
|intervene, and to amend the Evidence 
| Further Amendment Act, 1869; and 
PRIZE COURTS BILL [u.1.] (No. 13), 

A Bill for amending the law relating to 
the administration of oaths for the pur- 
pose of proceeding in prize Courts, 


Were presented by the Lorp Cuay- 
CELLOR; read 1*; and to be printed. 


SUNDAY TRADING. 


*Lorp AVEBURY: My Lords, I rise 
to move “That this House reiterates 
its opinion that the subject of Sunday 
trading requires the serious and earnest 
attention of His Majesty’s Government, 
and urges them to legislate in accord- 
ance with the unanimous Reports of 
the Committees of 1905 and 1906.” 





Let me, in the first place, say that this 
is not intended as any censure on His 
Majesty’s Government. { had, indeed, 
hoped that they would have brought in a 
Bil! in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions in the unanimous Reports of the 
Committees of 1905 and 1906. Still 
they might fairly say that, with all the 
other subjects which they have before 
them, they wished to take more time for 
consideration of details. Our object is 
to urge them on, and to encourage them 
by showing, as we hope we shall, that in 
dealing with the question they will have 
| your Lordships’ support. 





| There is, perhaps, no subject on which 
shopkeepers are more thoroughly agreed. 
The late Committee proposed certain 
| alterations to which they would, I be- 
lieve, assent ; but the Bill, as I introduced 
it in 1905, is that of the shopkeepers 
| themselves, and is earnestly desired by 
the shop assistants. The Committee 
published in their Blue-book (p. 251) 
a list of over 300 Shopkeepers’ Associa- 
tions by which the Bill is supported, and 
since then some fifty more have ex- 
presssed their approval. On the other 
hand, there are only two or three who 
oppose it. I dwell on this because Sunday 
closing has roused some opposition in 
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France. It seems to have been passed 
rather hastily. In our case, however, 
every clause, every line, of our Bill has 
been examined by the Shopkeepers’ 
Associations, and approved by them. 
No doubt there are some exceptional 
trades. Refreshment houses must, it 
is thought, be excluded. Tobacconists, 
also, are in a_ special position, as 
the publichouses sell tobacco. They 


Sunday 


would, many of them, wish for six days 
licences. Hairdressers, we thought at 


first, might wish to be open on Sunday 
mornings, but the Hairdressers’ Associa- 
tions all over the country are keenly in 
favour of Sunday closing. 


Our Bill was read a second time in 1905 
without a division, and referred to a 
Select Committee by which it was un- 
animously approved. When it 
back to the House no notice of opposition 
was given, no Amendment was put down, 
but on a snap division it was thrown out 
by a small majority. My noble friend, 
Lord Lansdowne, thought there were 
some points on which further information 
was desirable ; and, under these circum- 
stances, last year I proposed a Resolution 
which was unanimously agreed to, and a 
Joint Committee of both Houses was 
appointed. That Committee held a long 
inquiry. The shopkeepers reiterated 
their strong desire to see their Bill passed 
into law. The Committee, or at least the 
majority, differed on some minor points 
of detail and procedure from that of the 
previous year, but on all the main issues 
they were agreed, and their Report also 
was unanimous. They said that they— 

‘cone urred generally with the Report of the 
mailiien of 1905.” 

They were satisfied of the great im- 
portance of maintaining the Sunday as a 
day of rest, not only on religious and 
moral grounds, but also as necessary to 
the preservation of the health and 
strength of the community. Almost all 
the witnesses who appeared before the 


Committee—even those who, on various | 


grounds, objected to the proposed legis- 
lation—were agreed on the necessity for 
maintaining one day’s rest in seven. 
Though the Committee had no doubt as 
to the importance of the Sunday rest 
from the point of view of health, they 
thought it well to consult the President 
of the Royal College of Physicians, Sir 


{11 Marca 1907} 
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Richard Douglas Powell, who was good 
enough to come and express his opinion, 
which, he said, was that of the whole 
medical profession, that— 


“there cannot be the least doubt of the im- 
portance of one clear day’s rest in seven.” 


Trading. 


They reported that they had heard all the 
Shopkeepers’ Associations which wished 
to give evidence, and, with one exception, 
they all supported the Billof 19065. 
Moreover, they went on to say— 


“The Bill of 1905, as the Committee of the 
House of Lords last year pointed out in their 
Report, is supported by a large number of the 
principal Trade Councils and Trade Unions, 
by the Corporations of Belfast, Hull, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Middlesborough and Swansea, by 
the Executive Council of the Urban District 
Council Association, representing 490 urban 
districts. The Corporations of Edinburgh, 
Inverness, Dundee, Aberdeen, and 
over fifty other Scottish cities and burghs also 
support Lord Avebury’s Bill, whilst preferring 
that introduced by Mr. Cameron Corbett. The 
Committee are satisfied that Sunday shopping 
has increased, and are disposed to concur with 
most of the witnesses that this increase is likely 
to continue unless some steps are taken to 
prevent it. The present state of the law is 
unsatisfactory. It has been suggested that the 
best way of dealing with the evil of Sunday 
trading would be to limit the hours of labour of 
shop assistants. The shop assistants are 
naturally anxious for their Sunday rest. Par- 
liament has intervened in the case of factories 
and workshops, and the shop assistants claim 
that their health and happiness equally deserve 
the attention of Parliament. This view was 
strongly urged on the Committee by the two 
principal Associations of Shop Assistants—viz., 
the Amalgamated Union of Shop Assistants and 
the National Society of Grocers Assistants. 
This, however, would not benefit the small shop- 
keeper. At present many of those who open 
on Sunday do very reluctantly. If one 
shopkeeper opens, those in the same way of 
business in the same neighbourhood must open 
also, or they will see their business and their 
customers leaving them and going to their 
rivals.” 


so 


a 


The Committee also expressed the 
opinion that the greater part of the 
opposition was based on a misappre- 
hension, and added— 

“Under the exemptions provided in the 
Sunday Closing (Shops) Bill of 1905, which the 
Committee have in the main adopted, they 
consider that no serious inconvenience could be 
caused.” 


I had suggested, under these circum- 
stances, that we should concur with the 
Committee of 1905 in supporting the Bill 
of 1905. My noble friend Lord Beau- 
champ, however, demurred to this on 


2T2 
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technical grounds, and moved the final 
clause of the Report as follows— 
“The Committee do not consider that the 


Sunday 
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be deprived of one day’s rest in seven, 
and that, if possible, that day should be 


Trading. 


Sunday. Speaking generally, I think your 


words of any particular Bill come within their | 


terms of reference, but they recommend 


fications in the existing law as may be necessary, 
should be initiated in general accordance 
with the increasing feeling against Sunday 
trading in this country.” 


To this I gladly assented. It shows that 
my noble friend who ably represented the 
Government on the Committee was con- 
vinced that legislation was urgently 
required, and I hope, therefore, that we 
shall have the support of His Majesty’s 
Government for the Resolution. 


My Lords, I do not dwell on the religious 
aspect of the question. I should not 


presume to do so in the presence of his | 


Grace the Primate and other right rev. | 


Prelates. Nor will I again urge its 
great importance from the point of view 


of health, because your Lordships have | 


allowed me to lay these considerations 
before you on two previous occasions. 
But I content myself with urging this 
Resolution on your favourable considera- 
tion as representing two Parliamentary 
Committees and as the mouthpiece of 
350 tradesmens’ associations, who believe 
that such a measure is urgently required, 
and that it would greatly add to their 
health and strength, and to the happiness 
of their own lives and those of their 
assistants. 


Moved, “‘That this House reiterates 
its opinion that the subject of Sunday 
trading requires the serious and earnest 
attention of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and urges them fo legislate in 
accordance with the unanimous Reports 
of the Committees of 1905 and 1906.”— 
(Lord Avebury.) 


*Lorp ZOUCHE or HARYNG- 
WORTH: My Lords, this question is 
no doubt one of very great difficulty 
from whichever side it is approached. 
There is, as the noble Lord has pointed 
out, a strong feeling on the part of shop- 
keepers, of various trade associations and 
trade unions, and of the working classes 
generally, that Sunday labour should as 
far as possible be curtailed, and that the 
working men of the country should not 


Lord Avebury. 





Lordships will be inclined to sympathise 


| with the view that has just been expressed 


strongly that legislation, subject to such modi- | by Lord Avebury as to Sunday trading 
, ‘ o a} g. 


It is impossible, however, not to see that, 
unless great care is taken, hardships 
may be inflicted upon very poor and 
deserving members of the community 
with whom it is already a matter of 
great difficulty to make a_ sufficient 
amount of money for their daily bread. 
Therefore, while, on the one hand, we 
should endeavour to do as much as 
possible to afford at least one day’s rest 
in the week to the general body of workers, 
we should not, on the other hand, fall 
into the error of acting hardly towards 
these poor traders. 


The subject can be looked at from 
three points of view—(1) the hygienic side, 
(2) the trading side, and (3) the religious 
side. The presence of a large number of 
Jews in the East End of London and in 
our large towns adds a great complication 
to the treatment of the question. As 
your Lordships are aware, the Jews are 
mostly a religious people and faithfully 
observe their Sabbath, as they call it, 
which takes place on Saturday and not 
on Sunday; and in a great many 
instances, if not the majority, they do 
cease work, however valuable it may be 
to them, on their Sabbath. Therefore 
they object very strongly to being obliged 
to close their business on Sunday, be- 
cause in that case they would have to 
close on two days a week instead of one. 
The subject is further complicated by 
the fact that the Jewish Sabbath instead 
of including the whole day usually ends 
at sunset on the Saturday, which may 
be taken as 6 p.m. After that hour their 
shops may be opened and they pursue 
their trade as usual, so that in any 
attempted legislation these very intricate 
points should be taken into consideration 
to avoid any show of injustice one way 
or the other. 


By the kindness of my noble friend 
Lord Onslow, I have been furnished 
with a valuable contribution to our 
knowledge of this subject from Mr. 
Rupert Guinness, who has inquired as to 
the feelings of the people in the district of 
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London called Haggerston. I will read 
to your Lordships what he says— 


“T have discovered that the opinion in 
Haggerston among shopkeepers, street hawkers, 
costermongers, etc., as regards Sunday trading 
is that they would be quite willing to accept 
the principle of no trading on Sunday provided 
it were applied to the Jews; but if the Jews 
were to be allowed to trade on Saturday after 
6 o'clock when the greatest business is to be done 
and also on Sunday when Christians would not 


Sunday 


{11 Marcu 1907} 


be able to compete with them, a great injustice 


would exist. They consider that in a Christian 
country there should be one law for Jew and 
Christian.” 

Mention has been made of the strong 
feeling of labour unions, of shopkeepers in 
general, and, it may be said, of the vast 
majority of the working-classes, who 
seem to be favourably inclined towards 
some legislation on the subject. We have 
also the assistance of the valuable Report 
made by the Joint Committee who sat last 
year. It would seem, speaking generally, 
that it would be for the benefit of the 
whole community that Sunday labour 
should be discouraged, and, as far as 
possible, discontinued. But certain ex- 
ceptions, no doubt, should be made, 
especially in regard to the provision of 
the necessaries of life and those articles 
which may be classed as half way between 
necessaries and luxuries, such as tobacco, 
sweetmeats, and so forth. With regard 
to the religious side of the question, I do 
not think I am competent to say much, 
although I feel very strongly about it. I 
have no doubt the most rev. Primate will 
address your Lordships on that aspect of 
the subject. The working people of this 
country regard Sunday in the light of a 
great Charter, the sanctity of which 
should be preserved. I venture, with 
very great deference, to support the 
Motion which has been moved by the 
noble Lord, and to express the hope that 
this very important subject will very soon 
receive the consideration of His Majesty’s 
Government. 


*THe LORD BISHOP or WAKE- 
FIELD : My Lords, I rise to support the 
noble Lord’s Motion as one who had the 
privilege of acting on the Committee ap- 
pointed by your Lordships to look into 
this question, and also as one who has had 
some experience in past days of the 
habits of the very poor, which is one of 
the important considerations that must 
always surround this question. The 
noble Lord who has just sat down re- 
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ferred to the case of possible hardship te 
the small trader. I am certain that all 
who sat on the Committee must have felt 
that no more stringent application of the 
law regarding Sunday observance could 
possibly take place without some case 
of hardship arising. But there is a 
great deal of misapprehension with regard 
to the hardship which is supposed to 
fall on the small trader. In a very 
large number of the cases of those 
small traders whose shops are at present 
open throughout Sunday the kind of 
goods sold are those which would un- 
doubtedly fall under a schedule of ex- 
emption in almost any Act which could 
possibly be passed on the subject, looking 
to the requirements of modern life. 
In Support of this I might say that the 
Committee took special care to call 
representatives of the small traders in 
order that every opportunity might be 
given for their case to be fully set forth. 
Very important statements and statistics 
were laid before the Committee; and 
what did they amount to? The repre- 
sentative of the Small Traders’ Associa- 
tion, which has been specially called into 
creation in order to resist the imposition 
of any further restriction on Sunday 
trading, came before us and stated that 
he represented some 8,000 traders, of 
whom more than half carried on their 
trade in the Metropolis. Of these 8,000 he 
admitted that 50 per cent represented 
sweet shops, 25 per cent. shops that sold 
sweets and tobacco, or sweets and news- 
papers, 10 per cent. small general traders, 
and 15 per cent. fruiterers and the like. 
Therefore, it is not too much to say that 
in all probability 75 per cent. of the small 
traders who would be affected would fall 
under a schedule of exemptions in almost 
any Act that could be passed dealing with 
the subject. While I sympathise very 
strongly with these poor people, I think it 
would be unfair to press too hardly the case 
of the small trader, looking to the fact that 
he would, to a great extent, fall under 
a schedule of exemptions. One of the 
witnesses before the Committee was the 
Mayor of Birkenhead, who stated that out 
of 2,600 shops in his borough, on a par- 
ticular Sunday, 609 were found to be 
open. Twelve months after that the 
number open had increased to 683. This 
is one of the many evidences of the 
undoubted increase in Sunday trading 
at the present time. Of those 683 shops, 
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139 were milk shops, 
general small dealers, 93 sweet shops, 
and 104 tobacco shops. Therefore, just 
half the number of shops said to be open 
on Sunday at Birkenhead would naturally 
fall under a schedule of exemptions. I 
think it is true, therefore, to say, 
when the case of the small trader is 
pleaded against any further restrictions 
upon Sunday trading, we must qualify 
it by undoubted facts of this kind. 


Then, if I may, I would like to say a 
word based on what has passed under 
my own notice. Mos: of us who speak 
from this bench have had peculiar oppor- 
tunities of entering closely into the habits 
of the poorest of the people, and I 
cannot help thinking that this matter 
is one which at bottom really turns upon 
whether or not we can wisely regulate, 
from time to time, the habits of our 
poorer classes. The President of the 
Local Government Board, the Right 
Hon. John Burns, was quoted as saying 
that gentle pressure ought to be 


102 shops of 


that | 
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put upon the working classes in this | 


matter. Surely if there is one thing 
which Parliament is not only com- 
petent but even called upon to do, it 
is wisely and gently to regulate those 


habits into which large masses of our | 


people may fall, by which, without 
intending it, they may either impair 


the high standard of reverence which 
belongs to this country, or be, in their 


several localities, a nuisance to their 
neighbours. This question is largely a 


question of the habits of the people. There 


can be no doubt that a large amount | . 
‘the promenade on the Sunday. 


of unnecessary trading is carried on on 
Sunday. It has become the habit, in 
certain localities, for the people to do their 
shopping on the Lord’s Day, and they 
have fallen into the habit simply because 
it has been allowed; and the reason it 
has been allowed is that the legislation 
on the subject is so antiquated, and the 
fines imposed so small, that it is impossible 
to put an effectual stop to it. This 
Sunday trading threatens to do infinite 
harm to the social and religious life of 
many of our people in our largest 
cities. Take Whitechapel. I was in Petti- 
coat Lane only yesterday, and had a look 
round among the hawkers and _ shop- 
keepers. In the few streets through 
which I had to pass I saw not only bread, 
meat, poultry, fish, oysters, vegetables, 


The Lord Bishop of Wakefield. 
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eggs and other perishable things which 
might reasonably be supposed to meet 
the actual needs of people living in that 
locality, but also crockery, hardware, 
new and second-hand clothes, bales of 
cloth, nails, machinery, bicycles, clocks 
and watches, as well as dogs, hens, birds, 
and pets of all kinds. This very hetero- 
geneous market had naturally attracted 
round it persons who came with various 
kinds of amusements. I will not say 
there were many of these, but they 
undoubtedly were there. I am_ told 
that in this neighbourhood, owing to 
strenuous efforts on the part of the local 
authority, the character of these markets 
has been improved to a great extent, 
and much of the gambling and betting 
which used to take place has been put 
down. At the same time it would have 
been possible, so far as I could see yester- 
day, not only to buy the usual little 
articles sold by cheap jacks, but also to 


Trading. 


have your weight taken and a shy at a 
cocoanut. There were also other accom- 


paniments more of the nature of a fair. 
People were moving about the streets 
very thickly, and were content, at any 
rate in the early part of the morning, to 
be amused. It seems to be the habit to 
spend Sunday mornmg in this way. 
The crowds, good natured and good 
tempered, move up and down in order 
to be amused by the auctioneers, who 
naturally make them the butt of their 
observations. It is a matter of habit. 
This is just as much the thing to do in 
some of these localities as it isat the sea- 
side the thing to do to walk about on 
But 
the best of the working men and lads 
who are members of clubs and other 
Church organisations in the district 
tell us that it would be no hardship 
whatever to stop the greater part of this 
Sunday traffic. I attach the greatest 


| value to this particular evidence, because 





it comes from those who frequent these 
fairs and are accustomed to purchase 
things there. When you ask them they 
tell you that even the Sunday shave is 
not a real necessity, and that if it were 
stopped men would certainly get shaved 
on Saturday night. 


I do not wish to say very much on the 
religious side of the question—a plea 
which always receives in this House the 
great respect, consideration, and sympathy 
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which it should receive. I, for one, have|a great convenience to motorists and 
no sympathy with measures of pure | cyclists and all people using the highway. 
restriction. I do not believe that,|I do not know whether the noble Lord 
directly or actively, religion can be pro- | has considered the question of exempting 
moted by Act of Parliament, but there | them in any legislation to be brought in. 
are certain hindrances to moral and | Uniformity is desirable if you can get it, 
social improvement on the part of our| but I do not think you should press for 
people which Parliament should re-| too much uniformity in this matter. The 
move, and I think this great increase in| right rev. Prelate, if he were motoring 
Sunday trading is one of those hindrances. | from one church to another to deliver one 
The only possible quiet time for the very | of his eloquent sermons, would, I think, 
poor in our cities is on a Sunday, and to | be greatly annoyed if he had to stop on 
have this taken away through the great | the roadside between two towns and 
increase in Sunday trading is a serious | found that he could not get the necessary 
hardship to them. material to repair a tire or obtain petrol 
for his engine. There will have to be 


This is a small piece of social reform . 
P many exceptions in a Bill of this kind. 


which we ask Parliament to take up, 
but behind it are to be found two; Though I do not disagree in the least 
great streams of influence —the jealousy | with the principle contained in the 
of our workers to preserve one day’s | Motion, I feel that something ought to be 
rest in seven, and the conscience of the | said on behalf of the small trader, whose 
religious, thinking people of the country. | existence is always a precarious one, and 
Unless the question is taken up soon it | who is not in a position to defend himself 
is one of those increasing evils which will| in the same way as the larger trader. 
get a great hold upon us and will become | The small streets in the East End and in 
more and more difficult to be tackled. I| our large towns contain a great number 
trust, therefore, that your Lordships will | of these shops, run by traders whose only 
favourably receive the Motion which has | chance of making ends meet is by keeping 
been placed before you by the noble} open when their larger competitors are 
Lord opposite. closed. These traders should not be over- 
looked, and I would ask Lord Avebury 
Lorp MONTAGU or BEAULIEU: | when he introduces his Bill not to over- 
My Lords, although I agree with the | look the shops which are SO essential for 
principle of the Resolution and with what | the convenience of motorists and cyclists. 
has been said by the right rev. Prelate, I | There are between 250,000 and 300,000 
think the Resolution as it stands may be | cyclists on the roads on a Sunday, and to 
misunderstood outside as meaning more | deprive them of the facilities they at 
than perhaps is advisable at the present | present enjoy by closing the shops of the 
moment. There are several kinds of | traders to whom I have referred would 
hardships that were not in the minds of | be a great injustice. 
the Committees. Take the Port of | 
Southampton, for instance. Everybody; Tae Duxe or NORTHUMBER- 
knows how irregular ships are in arrival, | LAND: My Lords, the speech we have 
and that vessels expected on Saturday | just heard is a* good illustration of the 
frequently do not come in till Sunday. | misunderstanding there is with regard to 
This naturally involves a great deal of | a measure of this kind. The noble Lord 
Sunday labour and great inconvenience | who has just sat down asked us to con- 
to many engaged in shipping who are un- | sider the case of ports and of ships coming 
able to obtain what they want on the | inlate. We took a great deal of evidence 
Saturday ; and ina place like Southamp- | on that subject. How, I ask, are the 
ton the local authority ought to have | men who work in the docks affected by 
power to exempt that particular locality. | the closing of shops on Sunday? Their 
Then there is another kind of trader | requirements, when a ship comes in late, 
who does a very large business on Sunday | would be for refreshments, and refresh- 
—the small man on the main roads who | ments are expressly excluded by the 
repairs bicycles and sells petrol and| recommendations of the Committee. 
material for repairing tyres for motor | There is no reason why, because a ship 
cars. These repairing shops have become | comes in late, a docker should have power 
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to buy crockery on a Sunday ; and there- 
fore if you exempt a few classes of shops 
you meet that objection altogether. I 
venture to say there is no real force in the 
shipping argument. There is no diffi- 
culty whatever in making exemptions 
which will remove all injustice in that 
direction. 

Then the noble Lord told us that the 
small trader was able to compete with 
the large trader because he could remain 
open when the large trader had closed. I 
should like to ask whether, speaking 
generally, the small trader and his 
customers are not totally different from 
the large trader and his customers. It 
is not a question of the smaller trader 
competing against the larger trader. 
The rea] question is whether there is any 
necessity, in those parts of London and 
our large cities which are inhabited by 
the lower classes, for these small traders 
to keep open on Sunday for the sake of 
the same customers as use those shops on 
week days. The evidence we had before 
the two Committees seems to me to be 
overwhelmingly in favour of closing these 
shops. I quite agree that certain ex- 
emptions must be made. It is a matter 
of argument in what particular direction 
and by what particular machinery those 
exemptions should be carried out, and in 
the two Reports in question there will be 
found suggestions of different kinds for 
meeting these difficulties. 

I admit what Lord Zouche said, 
that the Jews are a great difficulty. 
We went very fully into the Jewish 
question, and had the advantage of a 
gentleman of that persuasion as a member 
of the Committee. I think those who 
were on the Committee will support me 
when I say that the Jews recognised that 
we went as far as it was possible for us to 
go to meet them, and they sympathised 
with us very much in our desire to secure 
one day’s rest a week, which, of course, is 
their principle. I will not detain your 
Lordships by going into the various 
suggestions which were made by the Com- 
mittee for meeting this difficulty, but I 
do wish earnestly to support the 
appeal made to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to take this matter up. I feel very 
strongly what was said by the right rev. 
Prelate that every day you delay you 
make the difficulty of dealing with it 
more serious. Sunday trading is in- 

Zhe Duke of Northumberland. 
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creasing, and the evidence we had was 
that the shopkeepers who opened on 
Sunday in many cases were very un- 
willing to do so but were compelled by 
competition. Thus Sunday trading goes 
on spreading. 

Take a suburb in which there is no 
Sunday trading and no wish for Sunday 
trading. A man goes down to that 
suburb, sets up a business, and opens his 
shop on Sunday. All the other traders 
of the same kind are compelled, they 
say, to open on Sunday, otherwise the 
competition is so great that they suffer in 
consequence. That is spreading more 
and more the longer dealing with thi; 
matter is delayed. I do not think any 
one can contend that there has not been 
sufficient inquiry on the subject. We 
reported unanimously, although we were 
not unanimous on every detail, that 
something should be done, and we re- 
ported that under the exemptions pro- 
vided by the Bill introduced by Lord 
Avebury no serious inconvenience would 
be caused. That, I think, is a sutff- 
ciently full justification for something 
being done by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and I do trust they will give u: 
some encouragement and will tell us that 
we may expect legislation on the subject. 


Trading. 


Eart BEAUCHAMP: My Lords, the 
noble Lord who has raised this question 
again to-day will probably have antici- 
pated the answer I have to give on 
behalf of His Majesty’s Government. 
It is that His Majesty’s Government 
have already given pledges with regard 
to so many measures of first-class im- 
portance that they are quite unable 
to introduce a measure of this character, 
which would certainly cause a great 
deal of controversy, and take up a 
large portion of the time of both Houses 
of Parliament. I think there are noble 
Lords on the other side of the House 
who are of opinion that too much legis- 
lation is already proposed by Hi: 





Majesty’s Government, and I hope, there- 
fore, that we shall have their support in 
asking the noble Lord to withdraw the 
Resolution he has put on the Paper. 


I do not think there is any doubt 
about the fact that most Members of 
your Lordships’ House agree with the 
general principle that it is desirable, as 
much as possible, to decrease the amount 
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of trading done on Sundays, but it is 
very difficult to decide the best way to | 
carry out that principle. There is also. 
some doubt in regard to urgency. 
the Committee which sat last year did not 
say that there was any immediate neces- 
sity for legislation ; and if we refer to the 
figures in regard to Birkenhead, to which 
reference has been made, it will be seen 
that there is no great reason to suppose 
that, even in Birkenhead, any great 
increase in Sunday trading has taken 
place. The figures which were given 
were that in one or two years the 
number of shops opened on Sundays had 
increased from 609 to 683. The Mayor 
of Birkenhead, who gave us that evidence, 
did not tell us how great a proportion 
of that increase was due to those shops 
which would certainly be exempted 
under the Bill the noble Lord introduced 
last year, and I think it is very doubtful 
if they would not be found to be chiefly 
shops that would be so exempted. 


It is clear that there would be a great 
deal of opposition to the Bill even if some 
of the misapprehension which already 
exists could be removed. Lord Zouche 
referred to the question of Sunday 
employment, but I do not think he quite 
understood that if his definition of Sunday 
elployment were to be accepted by 
your Lordships’ House, and incorporated 
ina Bill, it would be impossible for railway 
companies or tramway companies to 
employ their servants, and travel gene- 
rally would become impossible. 
is that the moment you come to consider 
the matter in detail you find it bristles 
with difficulties. There is an unfortunate 
tendency on the part of most men who 
work hard during the week to get up 
later and later on the Sunday morning, 
and we see the consequence in the markets 
to which reference has already been made. 
If you legalise these markets up to a 
certain hour you will find that most of 
the people who go to buy there will go 
at the last possible moment, and it is 
not unlikely that you would have people 
making their purchases even later than 
they do at present. 

The Committee which sat last year 
sounded no very certain note, after all, 
with regard to the lines on which legis- 
lation should proceed. It is quite true, 
as the noble Lord and the noble Duke 
pointed out, that they were technically 
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unanimous in their Report, but it is in- 
structive to read the proceedings of the 
Committee during the consideration of 
the Report. I think it would be difficult 
to find a Report which underwent so much 
amendment in the course of its consider- 
ation. There were constant divisions, 
and in a certain number of them the 
votes were equally divided even on 
very important questions. On the one 
hand, there is a tendency to strengthen 
the penalties that already exist under 
the Act of Charles II., while, on the 
other hand, there is a tendency to con- 
tract the operation of that law. There- 
fore you have two different tendencies, 
both of which find a prominent place in 
the Report. 

But perhaps still more important is a 
tendency which showed itself towards 
legislation in an entirely different direc- 
tion, and to insist on the principle of 
one day’s rest in seven. I venture to 
think that is a very different matter 
altogether. That is the line on which 
legislation has lately proceeded in France, 
and it has, I think, the support of most 
of the trade unions; and I am sure that 
if this matter came to be discussed in 
Parliament the noble Lord would find 
two hostile camps—one asking for the 
prevention of Sunday trading and the 
other insisting on the principle of one 
day’s rest in seven. On page 16 of the 
Report your Lordships will see that a 
Motion was submitted by my _ noble 
relative Lord Weardale, in which he 
moved that the principle of one day’s 
rest in seven should be the line on which 
the recommendation should be made, 
and though there were four content there 
were four not-content, and the Resolution 
was not carried. I mention that because 
I wish to lay emphasis on the fact that 
that proposition was a symptom of a 
considerable change which is taking 
place in people’s minds in regard to 
this subject. There is a tendency now 
that legislation should proceed rather 
upon those lines than upon the lines of 
the Act of Charles II. or on the lines 
proposed by the noble Lord opposite. 


Then there is the Jewish difficulty. 
I was particularly interested in the 
evidence which Lord Zouche brought us 
from Haggerston of the general opinion 
in that neighbourhood. The difficulty 
with regard to the Jews is this, that 
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you will have to legislate rather against | Before the Committee of last year was 
bad Jews than against good Jews. appointed I was full of the courage of 
There is a large proportion of Jews who | ignorance. I believed it to be perfectly 
do without doubt keep their Sabbath, | possible to frame a Bill which would 
and it is possible to make out a good | meet everybody’s wishes and avoid all 
case for those persons being allowed to | difficulty. But I must now confess, 
trade on Sunday; but once you allow | having sat upon the Committee of last 
Jews generally to trade on Sunday it | year, that the problem is a great deal 
will be very difficult to discriminate | more difficult and perhaps not quite 
between those Jews who had kept! ripe for solution at the present time; 
their own Sabbath and those who had not. | and I cannot help thinking that the 
The suggestion of the Chief Rabbi that lines on which legislation should proceed 
all Jews should be allowed to trade on, will become more clear if no hasty step 
Sunday morning, while Christians should | is taken now. 
not, seems ‘o me to be a very dangerous 
one, for legislation on those lines could) *THe LORD ARCHBISHOP or CAN- 
only have the result of making the) TERBURY: My Lords, I confess to a 
Jews unpopular. good deal of disappointment in listening 
om ' to the speech which we have just heard. 
Iw ould offer one more reason why 8] When the noble Kari rose I was glad to 
little delay would be a good thing. My! think that we were to hear, on the part 
noble friend no doubt remembers that of the Government, something from one 
in the Speech from the Throne there who, as a member of the Committee, had 
was a promise of legislation in the paq exceptional opportunity of being 
direction of an amendment of the conversant with the whole subject. 
licensing laws, and Sunday closing will 
undoubtedly be considered in the course | But as the noble Earl’s speech pro- 
of the debates on that Bill. Reference ceeded and he deprecated, not only im- 
has been made by the noble Lord to the | mediate legislation, but legislation within 
condition of the question at this moment any period that we can reasonably con- 
in Paris, where great discontent has| template, I turned to the Report itself. 
been caused by the operation of the law. | I notice in the Report of the Committee’s 
I confess I have often wished that there proceedings that the noble Earl himself 
was in this country some institute to moved the insertion of these words— 
which one could refer when social re- “The Committee do not consider that the 


forms of this kind were asked for, in | words of any particular Bill come within their 
order to see the way similar laws had a. ase abe capa ees.e A 
. ote é suc rations in 
workec . . rn “ Z 1a egis ation, subjec o such moaincatlo 
| ‘ I in other countries. That by ould the existing law as may be necessary, should be 
e of the greatest value, and if this jnitiated in general accordance with the in- 
matter 1s delayed for the present I hope | creasing feeling against Sunday trading in this 
the noble Lord will be able to provide country, and with the following principles 
some information as to whether or not the principles being then set out seriatim. 
the movement has met with popular 


4 a's i ? « 7 ve "TT «Cf € fe, ? 
favour in France. The noble Earl’s advocacy apparently 


convinced his colleagues on the Com- 
No reference has vet been made to| mittee, for the Motion was adopted, and 
the fact that yesterday was set apart the words form part of the final Report. 


Ah pycheeomng a ger - = I am therefore disappointed and pained 
sould be sonibdened in the andes at] ep ge mp: i ~ ——- 
his diocese I listened myself to an a: oe Sey © Serene 
admirable sermon in the course of the is» different person from the noble Kar 
initia igs Aten eatdnet. | , aaa | the record of whose successful proposal is 
ning on the subject, but I coud | enshrined in the Blue-book before us. 
not help feeling that it did not really ; 
get one very much further. I think! The noble Earl stated that His 
we are all of us agreed on the principle Majesty’s Government desired that this 
of this legislation, but it is when we| Resolution should be withdrawn, and the 
come to the practical application of | ground he based that on was that no im- 
the principle that we meet with difficulties. | mediate urgency had been proved. I do 


Earl Beauchamp. 
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not find anything about immediate legis- 
lation in the Resolution. It says— 

“ That this House reiterates its opinion that 
the subject of Sunday trading requires the 
serious and earnest attention of His Majesty’s 
Government, and urges them to legislate in 
accordance with the unanimous reports of the 
Committees of 1905 and 1906.” 

The Resolution is less strong than the 
proposal moved by Lord Beauchamp 
himself in the Committee, but it remains 
one which goes upon the lines of that 
proposal ; and I had hoped that it would 
have been accepted by His Majesty’s 
(overnment, especially as the noble Lord 
the First Lord of the Admiralty told us 
when this matter was last before the 
House that the Government felt it to be 
a subject that deserved their earnest 
consideration with a view to something 
being done. In view of the number of 
years that the subject has been under 
discussion, the deprecation of haste has 
an almost humorous aspect. 

This question has been twenty years 

before each House of Parliament in turn, 
and we who have been moving in the 
matter to the best of our power are tired 
of the argument that we must not be 
hastv. The Select Committee of your 
Lordships’ House and the Joint Com- 
mittee of both Houses have really put the 
matter before us in all the fullness with 
which it is ever likely to be treated. It | 
is surrounded with difficulties whichever | 
way you look at it, but Governments | 
exist for dealing with subjects surrounded | 
with diffiec ulties ; and the fact that there | 
are difficulties is no adequate argument | 
for continuing to say it must be further | 
considered, meaning that it is not to be | 
dealt with at ail. If ever the subject | 
is : be dealt with legislatively, it ought | 
to be dealt with soon. It is quite in- | 
disputable that the evil we are con- | 
dering is largely on the increase, and | 
if allowed to go on increasing it will very | 
soon become impossible for us effectively 
to legislate. 

There is one point I would ask your 
Lordships to look into for yourselves in 
the evidence which was given before the 
last Committee on the subject. It is 
that the increase spoken of is not merely 
or mainly an increase of Sunday trading 
which may be called urgent or necessary, 
or of the kind required in order to meet 
special difficulties of special classes of the 
community. We are now face to face with 
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an increase of general trading, and if that 
increase is allowed to advance as it is now 
advancing we shall find it impossible 
to grapple with it when another five 
or six years have passed. The evil is not 
a passing, an accidental, or a local one, 
and the feeling and action provoked in 
different parts of the world provide us 
with an object lesson. It is in the 
Colonies where the legislative power 
of the working classes is strongest 
that legislation has been most in- 
sisted upon. In New Zealand, where 
for good or for evil women as well as 
men have the franchise, and where it is 
certain that the particular needs of the 
working classes find expression most 
clearly and emphatically in the Legisla- 
ture, there has for years past been a 
law prohibiting Sunday trading. 


And if we look at Canada we find a 
most remarkable state of things at this 
Some two years ago I had 
the privilege of staying for a few days 
in Toronto, and one of the many subjects 
I there endeavoured to look into was 
this particular subject. I had the ad- 
vantage of conferring with the municipal 
authorities—men whose knowledge as: 
well as whose capacity impressed me to 
an extraordinary degree, and I was 
surprised to find how keenly they felt 
that it was impossible that even their 


stringent law on Sunday observance 
could be allowed to remain un- 


strengthened if the wishes of the working 
class population of their great city were 
to have proper effect given to them. I 
do not know whether your Lordships 
have all seen it, but I hold in my hand 
the Act passed by the Dominion ‘Parlia- 
ment last year, an Act which came into 
effect ten days ago. The terms of that 
legislation are such as would indeed 
startle the Houses of Parliament in 
England if it were suggested that we 
should pass a Bill in that form. The 
prohibition alike upon trading and work 
goes so far, and is so thorough in its 
character, that no one, I think, would 
suggest that we should attempt to 
introduce legislation of so drastic a sort 
in England; but the fact that that is 
being done in Canada, and that it has 
for long years been done in New Zealand, 
and in parts of Australia, is, I think, 
a very strong argument w hen we hear it 
said that this is a passing matter, and that 
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the difficulties are local or temporary, or 
that the agitation is the work of a few 
faddists. I am not arguing that it is our 
duty to follow the example of the Colonies 
in matters of legislation. That is not my 
opinion at all. I am quoting the fact 
of their legislation as evidence of the 
strength of the feeling which exists, 


Sunday 


almost throughout the world, upon 
tiis question. If any one will 


study with care what has happened in 
France he will see that the difficultie: 
that have arisen there have been experi- 
enced on precisely those points on which 
it had been anticipated that difficulty 
would arise if care was not taken in ex- 
amining them beforehand. They are the 
very points we have had examined before 
Committees time after time, and they are 
difficulties against which we should be 
safeguarded by following the lines: laid 


down by our Parliamentary Committees. | 


The practical difficulty of dealing with 
this subject has always been most marked 
in three directions. There is the diffi- 
culty of the small trader; the difficulty 
of ascertaining what is best for the small 
consumer as apart from the trader; 
and the difficulty as regards the Jews. 
All these difficulties have now been 
thoroughly investigated. The protection 
necessary for the consumer has_ been 
conclusively determined, and that diffi- 
culty ought not to be brought up again. 
As to the Jews, every one desires to 
protect those who, while in many cases 
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population of the country as a whole, 
ought to be prepared to conform to the 
general rules laid down in the country of 
theiradoption. If a measure is shown to 
be for the good of the nation as a whole 
it can be no fatal objection to it that 
it will in three or four places, where 
Jews live, press hardly upon some of 
them. But to avoid even this pressure 
the Committee has advised special pre- 
cautions. If this matter is to be taken 
in hand with any prospect of success it 
must be by the Government. It pene- 
trates too far into the ordinary life of 
the people, and requires too much official 
knowledge, to allow of its being carried 
through by private persons. After all 
the Committees that have set on the 
subject I venture to think that we have 
a right to ask that something practical 
should now at las: be done. 


*Lorp WEARDALE: My Lords, I am 
sure everybody will acquiesce in the view, 
which has been so admirably expressed 
by the most rev. Primate, that this is a 
question which imperatively demands the 
consideration of Parliament. I think, 
however, that what has fallen from my 
noble relative, on behalf of the Govern- 
ment, can be justified by a few observa- 
tions, and I hope your Lordships will 
allow me, as a member of the Committee 


| which sat on the subject last year, to lay 
some stress upon those points which seem 


alien residents among us, may suffer on | 


account of their conscientious convictions 
as to religious observances. But the Jews 
are congregated in vast numbers in only a 
few places, and it is only in those places 
thet this difficulty could assume any 
formidable proportions. 
reported that regulations should be 
made to give relief to the areas mainly 
inhabited by Jews. We have, I think, 
something else to remember when we are 
dealing with that special difficulty. We 
rightly welcome with the least possible 
restriction immigrants who come to us, 
however poor or from whatever part of 
the world they come; but I donot think 
itis going too far to say that people who 
come to this country as immigrants, who 
come for their own good, and stay here 
because they find it to be to their 
advantage, and who are in very 
‘mall numbers compared with the 


The Lovd Archbishop of Canterbury. 


The Committee | 


to me to give ample justification for the 
attitude taken up by His Majesty’s 
Government. 

The most rev. Primate has, I observe, 
with considerable dexterity, eliminated 
the question of urgency from the Motion. 
I think he was right in that, because he 
began his speech by saying it was a sub- 
ject surrounded with difficulty. Surely, 
the most rev. Primate knows that a 
Government which has taken up a large 
number of subjects surrounded with 
difficulties can hardly, without ample 
consideration, take up yet another subject 
which they know must give rise to a great 
deal of controversy, and which is not 
likely to be settled, as some seem to think 
it may be, in one or two sittings of this 
House and the House of Commons. I 
venture to affirm that if the Bill proposed 
by Lord Avebury were to pass this House 
and to be sent to another place it would 
give rise there to almost interminable 
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debate. I will not suggest the particular 
quarter from which criticism or obstruc- 
tion might proceed, but it must be obvious 
to every noble Lord that this is not a 
subject which could be dealt with quite 
so easily as is imagined. 

There are very great difficulties in 
dealing with this matter at all now. In 
the first place, there was considerable 
difference of opinion on the last Com- 
mittee, and we were not all agreed as to 
the means which should be adopted to 
achieve the end in view. Some of us 
preferred a general enactment stipulating 
one day’s rest in seven, and leaving 
to the local authority complete freedom 
to make arrangements in _ accord- 
ance with local requirements. That was 
a solution which commended itself to 
a large number—I believe almost half— 
of the members of the Committee. Then 
there was the solution proposed by my 
noble friend. In this matter you have to 
consider a great variety of interests. 
You have to consider the case of the small 
trader ; vou have to consider the case of 
seaside ports, which have special require- 
ments on Sunday ; and you have also to 
consider the very difficult question of the 
Jews. I contend that all these things 
require very careful consideration by His 
Majesty’s Government before they take 
this matter in hand. 

I suggest two other reasons why delay 
is advisable. In the first place, there 
is the announcement made by the Govern- 
ment that they propose to deal in the 
present year with the whole question of 
licensing. We found, in considering this 
matter of Sunday trading, that there was 
an immense distinction as between Scot- 
land and England, and there was a great 
difference of opinion as to how the matter 
should be dealt with. A large number of 
representative men who came from 
Scotland, while agreeing with the object 
of the noble Lord, did not approve of the 
particular Bill which he proposed, but 
preferred another Bill introduced into the 
other House. While you have Sunday 
closing of public-houses in Scotland, you 
have not Sunday closing in England, 
and therefore the noble Lord’s Bill would 
have had to make such distinctions 
between the two countries as would make 
it quite unworkable. If Sunday trading 
is to be dealt with in the new licensing 
Bill, as I hope it will be, that introduces 
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an important element into the whole 
question, and I appeal to your Lordships 
to support the view taken by my noble 
relative that it would be most unwise 
to rush into legislation on the subject 
during the present session, and that time 
must be given before action is taken. 

I wish to make a short reference to an 
interesting experience now taking place 
in the French Republic. While the 
Committee were sitting last year I 
obtained a copy of the Act which had 
been passed by the French Parliamen‘. 
That Act was practically based upon 
this one principle, that the Legislature 
recognised that there should be one day’s 
rest in seven for every worker in the 
community. That was the principle 
on which that Act rested. It left to the 
local authorities power to discriminate so 
as to avoid, as far as possible, inconveni- 
ence to certain trades and interests. But 
I would ask your Lordships to remember 
how infinitely greater was the problem of 
Sunday closing in France as compared 
with Sunday closing in England. Sunday 
in France was, until almost recent times, 
very much like any other day. Most of 
the shops were open, and people proceeded 
with their ordinary avocations without 
much difference. Then suddenly the 
French Legislature, who were forced 
to take that step by the demand of 
the workers, passed a general measure 
enacting one day’s rest in seven; 
and almost in the twinkling of an eye 
you see the Sabbath better observed 
in many parts of France than in Great 
Britain. The exemptions do not in any 
way detract from the admirable observ- 
ance of the Sabbath in France to-day. 
That law has been carried into effect 
without very grave inconvenience, and 
it at least proves that a law based 
on that principle can be just as effective 
as a law based on what I think I may call 
the Sabbatarian principle, which, while 
we all respect it, is not, I think, the right 
principle on which legislation should be 
initiated. I hope your Lordships will 
pause before taking any further action 
with regard to this subject. I say this 
with all respect to Lord Avebury, whose 
services in this matter I should be the 
very first to acknowledge, and I hope he 
will agree with me that it is a matter 
in which action taken without further 
consideration and without the prospect 
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of being able to carry a Bill in the present 
session of Parliament ought to be deplored | 
by all those who wish to see some form | 
of legislation carried on the subject. 


THE Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
My Lords, with one observation that fell 
from the noble Lord who has just sat 
down I am able entirely to agree. I 
concur in what he said as to the ad- 
miration which we all feel for the manner 
in which my noble friend Lord Avebury 
has treated this subject. We admire 
not only his perseverance, but the modera- 
tion and the considerate tone in which 
he has handled a difficult and intricate 
matter, and I do not think there can be 
much surprise in this House that he 
should feel that the time has come when 
his indefatigable efforts might well 
achieve some practical result. 

My noble friend comes to us to-night 
fortified by a very weighty backing of 
public opinion. No less than 343 trades- 
men’s associations support the principle 
he has laid down; no less than 
working men’s associations give him 
their support, and he is able to ‘appeal to 
the Reports of no less than four Parlia- | 
mentary Committees. 
fore, be surprised that he should desire 
to press His Majesty’s Government not 
to lay this question on one side. 
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gress in dealing with it, I do not think 
that can be charged to any indifference on 
our part or any reluctance to see what I 
believe to be a great evil redressed. But 
I have always been one of those who felt 
that the subject was one of the most 
complex and difficult with which Parlia- 
ment coulddeal, and [have always believed 
that there was a risk that by precipitate 
and inconsiderate dealing with it we 
might set public opinion, which we should | 
like to carry with us, against us; we 
have indeed object-lessons before us in 
the two cases which have been referred 
to this evening—the attempts which have 
been made in the French Republic and | 
in Canada to deal with this question. 
In France I believe it is the case that | 
the subject was dealt with under pressure 
somewhat hastily, and the result is that 
at this moment there is a widespread 
agitation against the Act now in force 
there. I shall be corrected if I am 
wrong, but I am almost sure that I saw 
the other day that, in Canada, the pro- | 


Lord Weardale. 


{LORDS} 
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We cannot, there- | 


If up to. 
the present he has made but little pro- | 


‘can be no doubt as to that. 
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vince of Quebec had already contracted 
itself out of the Dominion Act to which 
'the most rev. Primate referred. I have 
always felt that we could not proceed 


. too cautiously, and it was for that reason 


that, I am afraid rather to my noble 
_friend’s disappointment when this matter 
came up in 1905, I ventured to dissuade 
'the House from attempting to legislate 
at that time, and suggested not only that 
it was necessary for us to have the 
Report of the Committee which had 
dealt with my noble friend’s Bill, but 
that we required further information and 
an investigation of the whole case not 
limited to the four corners of that Bill. 
I was very glad when a similar view was 
expressed in this House last vear by my 
noble friend Lord Tweedmouth, and 
when, with the full concurrence of every- 
body, a Select Committee was appointed 
which was seized of the whole subject. 
We have now got the Report of that 
Committee, and I think my noble friend 
has a right to appeal to it as going very 
far indeed to justify the arguments 
he has more than once brought forward. 
That Committee may, of course, not 
have been unanimous upon the points 
of detail with which this question bristles, 
but upon the broad main lines it wasunani- 
mous. What I find in the Committee 
is an unanimous recommendation in 
favour of one day’s rest in seven—a 
recommendation based not only upon 
religious and moral grounds, but sup- 
ported by hygienic evidence of the 
most convincing description. That is 
the first principle. The second matter 
upon which they were unanimous is 
that the evil of Sunday trading is 
steadily increasing, and I think there 
My noble 
friend the Duke of Northumberland 
showed by a very convincing  state- 
ment, that this practice of Sunday 
trading tends automatically to increase, 
because wherever it spreads it tends to 
spread further owing to the competi- 
tion which is set up between the man 
who can trade on Sunday and the man 
who cannot. Then, my Lords, the 
Committee were unanimous as to the 


utter inadequacy of the present law. 


That is the third point. -Fourthly 
and lastly, they were unanimous as to 
the possibility of doing something to 
mitigate this evil. 
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My noble friend is able, therefore, 


Sunday 


to appeal with great force to the Report | 


of the Committee ; but it is, of course, 
true that this is a case in which nothing 


{11 Marcu 1907} 


'very remarkable admission when we 


Trading. 1194 


remember the extraordinary readiness 
with which His Majesty’s Ministers are 


|in the habit of appropriating private 


can be done without the co-operation | 


of His Majesty’s Government. It 


is | 


not for this House, it is not for the | 


Committee, to deal with the details of 
administration. 
can only be done adequately by the 
responsible Government of the day. 
Now, my Lords, we have had this evening 
a statement of the way in which the 
Government of the day regards this 
question, and I must say I share the 
disappointment expressed by the most 
rv. Primate at the manner in which 
tie noble Earl who spoke on behalf 
o' the Government dealt with the case. 
He presented us with an official dilatory 
plea of which I am inclined to say that 
it was artistic but not convincing. 


That is a matter which | 


Members’ Bills not included in their own 
programme when it suits them to do so. 
I am by no means convinced by that part 
of the noble Earl’s defence. 


The noble Earl is perhaps scarcely fair 
to my noble friend Lord Avebury when he 
suggests that his Motion is intended to 
force His Majesty’s Government to 
legislate immediately upon this difficult 
subject. I admit I do not see how they 
could undertake to bring in a Bill this 
vear, but we have a right to ask that we 
shall obtain some assurance from His 
Majesty’s Ministers that this question is 


| not going to be pigeon-holed and entirely 


| neglected. 


'the Government. 


He told us that legislation upon the | 
lines of the Report of this Committee | 


could not fail to create some hardship. 
Of course, we must all be aware of that. 
The difficulty is inherent. You cannot 
have any legislation which will not 


create some hardship; but surely the | 


case is one in which we must have 
regard, not to the inconvenience that 
may be occasioned to a few people, 


but to the great moral and material | 


gain which my noble friend says, I 
think with truth, would accrue to the 


whole population of the country by | 


a change in the law. And, of course, the 
as a conclusive argument, 
fatal to the idea of ever grappling with 
the difficulties of the question, because 
there never will be a moment when the 
representative of the Government of 
the day will not be able to get up and 
say, “There are cases of hardship and 
of inconvenience, and therefore let us 
put the question on one side.” 


But the noble Earl had another argu- | 


ment—a familiar friend—the argument 
that His Majesty’s Government could 
not touch this question because the 
legislative programme had already as- 
sumed such bulky dimensions. 


is the second time within the last 


few days that we have had that argument | 
given to us as a reason for not dealing | 


with a question affecting the social wel- 


I noted the words which were 
used by the noble Earl who spoke for 
He said there must 
be some delay for the present, and that 
the time was not quite ripe for legis- 
lation. We are ready to accept that, 
and I venture to suggest to my noble 
friend that by a slight alteration in 
the terms of his Resolution he would 
make it clear to the House that he 
is not calling for the immediate intro- 
duction of a Bill, but that he does desire 
that His Majesty’s Government should 
promise that they will give their early 
consideration to the question in which he 
is so deeply interested. Would my noble 
friend who leads the House in the absence 


noble Earl’s argument, if it be accepted | of Lord Ripon consider whether His 


is_ really | 


Majesty’s Government could accept the 
Motion of my noble friend, if it were 


'made to run somewhat in this way— 


That | 


“That this House reiterates its opinion that 
the subject of Sunday trading requires the 
serious and earnest attention of His Majesty’s 
Government, and urges them to take the 
earliest available opportunity of legislating in 
accordance with the general principles affirmed 
by the Committees of 1905 and 1906.” 


That slight change in the language makes 
it clear that we are ready to give His 
Majesty’s Government a_ reasonable 
/ amount of time in which to examine the 
question; and it has this additional 
effect, that it would bind them, not to 
the exact detail of the Reports of the two 
Committees, but to the broad general con- 
clusions which are so clearly set forth in 
‘the last paragraph of the Report— 


fare of the working classes, and we shall | the paragraph which I understand we owe 


make a note of that admission. 


It is a to the appropriate drafting of the noble 
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Earl who has spoken on behalf of His 
Majesty’s Government this evening. 


Sunday 


THe LORD PRESIDENT oF THE 
COUNCIL (The Earl of CREWE): 
My Lords, I desire to associate myself 
with what the noble Marquess said at the 
beginning of his speech by way of 
compliment to the noble Lord who 
introduced this Motion. We all of us, 
I think, owe a tribute, as the noble 
Marquess said, not merely to the persist- 
ent manner in which he has shown his 
interest in this question, but also to the 
great moderation and courtesy with 
which he has always advanced his views 
both in and out of the House. 

The noble Marquess quoted the opinion 
of my noble friend Lord Tweedmouth, 
who replied last year on this subject 
before the appointment of the Committee 
of which we have heard so much. My 
noble friend then said that he did not 
think an Act of Parliament dealing with 
this subject, unless it was very well 
thought out, and unless it provided for 
a great many possible contingencies in a 
thoroughly just manner, would be of much 
more service than the Act now in force, 
and he certainly did not commit himself 
at that time to anything but a general 
desire that, if inquiry showed that early 
legislation was possible, His Majesty’s 
Government should then take the whole 
matter into consideration. Consequently 
the real point at issue appears to be this. 
Do the Report of that Committee and 
the evidence on which it was founded 
provide a clear basis on which the 
Government can and ought to undertake 
early legislation in this matter ? 

The most rev. Primate paid my noble 
friend behind me a very deserved compli- 
ment by saying that he was an expert 
in this matter. I, personally, come to 
the consideration of the Report and of 
the evidence with the opposite advantage, 
bringing so far as I can a fresh mind to 
their consideration. I am bound to say 
that, approaching the matter in this way, 
I have read the Report—and though I 
have not read the whole of the evidence 
I think I have a general idea of its bearing 
—with great disappointment. 


the least that there was any want of 


ability or industry in the manner in which | 


the Committee conducted their inquiry. 
Quite the contrary. But I am bound to | 


The Marquess of Lansdowne. 


{LORDS} 
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say I cannot recall a case where either 
a Report, or the evidence upon which it 
was founded, was of so little assistance 
to a Government who might desire to 
undertake immediate legislation on the 
subject. The fact is that the Report, 
although, as my noble friend behind 
me said, technically unanimous, really 
avoids giving decisive opinions on any- 

thing except the most general propositions 
such as those quoted by the noble 
Marquess who has just sat down. 

Now, upon general propositions we 
are all agreed, but, if you are going to 
legislate, everything depends upon the 
details you propose to include in your 
measur. Take, for instance, the one ques- 
tion of compulsory Sunday closing as 
against closing on one day of the week; 
After my experience of last autumn 
in connection with another measure, 
I see endless possibilities of discussion 
on that question alone, and I should 
not be surprised if any measure which 
might be brought in were wrecked on that 
single issue. That is one point. 

Then, again, on the matter of exemp- 
tions. People talk very lightly of 
exemptions, and how easy and pleasant 
it would be for the small consumer owing 
to the exemptions. But what exemp- 
tions? The whole question as to whether 
it is worth while to undertake this legis- 
lation at all depends upon what you are 
prepared to exempt and what shops 
you are going compulsorily to close. For 
instance, the tendency is more and more 
to sell things at mixed shops—places at 
| which a wide variety of goods can be 
procured. Everbody agrees that chemists 
ought to be open on Sunday, but the 
tendency is for chemists to sell a large 
variety of goods other than medicines 
and drugs, and if you are going to say 
to the small shops that they may sell 
one set of articles and not another you 
introduce complications which add 
greatly to the difficulties of enforcing the 
law. 

Then there is the question of the Jews, 
which the most rev. Primate faced in a 
spirit which I am sure we all admired. I 

















Not in| 


find it difficult to extract from the 
Report or the evidence any distinct 
notion as to how that serious difficulty is 
to be dealt with. Are you prepared to 
| sav that all Jews who are good Jews are 
to be limited to five days a week trading ; 
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whereas the bad Jew may trade six ? 
That seems to me to place an unpleasant 
premium upon the abandonment of the | 
rules of their faith by that community. 


Sunday 





Those are all matters which would 
give rise to an infinity of discussion in 
both Houses of Parliament, and, looking 
at the matter, as the Government are | 
obliged to do, from the Parliamentary 
point of view, we are not able to hold out | 
the prospect of being able very early to | 

deal with the matter. We found our | 
reason for making that statement not | 
merely upon what the noble Marquess 
twitted us with—the general excuse of 
Governments that their programme is 
already full—but also to a great extent 
upon the really very limited amount of 
assistance rendered to the Government | 
by the Report of the Committee and the 
evidence which they collected. 








The speech, for instance, of Lord 
Montagu was in itself evidence of what | 
sharp discrepancies of opinion may exist 
among those who are, on general grounds, | 
equally desirous to secure this reform. | 
Consequently I am afraid we cannot | 
—_ even the words suggested by the | 
noble Marquess opposite as an Amend- 
ment to Lord Avebury’s Motion. I 
need hardly say that we do not propose 
to divide the House against the Motion, 
even as it stands, but I should not 
like to be taken as making any kind of 
pledge or promise to deal with the sub- 
ject either this year or next year or any 
given year; and, therefore, though, as I 
say, we shall not divide the House, we 
cannot accept the Motion even if| 
amended as suggested. 


| 
| 
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} are breaking the law. 


| 
‘law and 
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of the question. No doubt there were 
differences of opinion in the Committee 
as to the best mode of procedure ; but, 
as regards the object to be aimed at 
and the main way of securing it, the 
Committee were agreed. It was felt 
that the present fines should be made 
really effective. The case of Scotland 
has been referred to. It is true that the 
case there is different from that in 
| England, but the whole of the shop- 
keeping community of Scotland joined 
with the shopkeepers of England in 
desiring to see the Bill of 1905 carried. 
The Municipalities also stated that they 
all supported the Bill of 1905, though 
they rather preferred the mode of 
dealing with the subject proposed by 


| Mr. Cameron Corbett. 


With regard to the question of hard- 
ship, it mus*> be remembered that 
hose who comp'ain are those who 
The real hard- 
ship is to those who conform to the 
who see their buiness taken 
away by traders who are breaking it. 
Then something has been said about the 
large associations and the small shop- 
keepers, but the large associations consist 
of mainly small shopkeepers. The small 
traders have been the backbone of this 
movement and are most anxious that 
something should be done. I listened 
to the speech of Lord Beauchamp with 
both regret and surprise. He said he 
went on to the Committee with the 
courage of ignorance but that was 
dissipated by the evidence brought before 
him. But when his courage of ignorance 
had been dissipated by the careful 
| consideration of the evidence, he himself 


| proposed this as a general conclusion— 


*Lorp AVEBURY: My Lords, I am | 
very grateful to the noble Marquess the 
Leader of the Opposition, and to the | 
noble Earl who has just sat down, for | 
the kindly way in which they have | 
alluded to me personally. I commenced | 
my observations by saying that I did | 
not wish to make any complaint of His 
Majesty's Government; neither do I wish 
to rush this question. I admit it is one 
that requires careful consideration. 


I must confess I think the noble Earl 
the Lord President of the Council has 
greatly minimised the agreement of the 
Committee and magnified the difficulties 
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‘The Committee do not consider that the 
words of any particular Bill come within their 
terms of reference, but they recommend strongly 


| that legislation, subject to such modifications 


in the existing law as may be necessary, should 
be initiated in general accordance with the 
increasing feeling against Sunday trading in 
the country.” 

That is all we ask him to do by this 
Resolution. There is no mention what- 
ever of the present session. I should 
have been glad to have accepted the 
suggested Amendment of my _ noble 
friend the Leader of the Opposition if 
the Government had seen their way 
to agree to it. 


2U 
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We have heard a great deal about | 
exemptions. There must be some ex- 
emptions. Both Committees agreed with 
the exemptions suggested by the shop- 
keepers themselves, and there is no/| 
substantial difference as regards that 
point. Even with these exemptions the 
Bill would apply to many great trades, | 
and if we could get these businesses | 
closed on Sunday an immense amount 
of good would be done. I regret that 
His Majesty’s Government cannot accept 
the Motion, but I must press it, if neces- 
sary, to a division, because I have the 
support of the whole of the shopkeeping 
community, and I am anxious that 
they should feel that I have done what 
little I could to carry a Resolution which 
is in accordance with their very strong 
and keen desire. The shopkeepers be- 
lieve that if such a Bill were passed it 
would be of great advantage to the shop- 
keeping community, and particularly 
to shop assistants, who now work such 
long hours, and would at the same time 
inflict no imgonvenience on the general 


public. 


Tae. LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
LorEBuRN) : Does the noble Lord?’move 
his Motion in the amended form sug- 
gested by the noble Marquess ? | 


Lorp AVEBURY: Yes. 


Tue LORD CHANCELLOR :2 Tion 
the Motion I have to put is, “‘ That this 
House reiterates its opinion that the 
subject of Sunday trading requires che 
serious and earnest attention of His 
Majesty's Government, and urges them 
to take the earliest available opportunity 
of legislating in accordance with the 
general principles affirmed in the Reports 
of the Committees of 1905 and 1906.” 


On Question, resolved in the affirmative. 


THE NORTH SEA. 

*THE Eart or ONSLOW, who had 
given notice of the following Question— 
«To ask whether His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have been invited by any of the 
other Governments who are taking part 
in the International Council for the 
Investigation of the North Sea to continue 
their participation in that Council after 
the summer of this year; whether it is 


Lord Avebury. 


{LORDS} Sea. 


la somewhat 





1200 


their intention to do so, and if so,{under 
what conditions”’—said : My Lords, the 
Question of which I have given notice 
has been on the Paper of your Lordships’ 
House for some time, and I am sorry I 
had not an opportunity of putting it 
earlier, but I postponed it in consequence 
of the regrettable absence, through 
indisposition, of my noble friend the 
President of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, whom we are all [glad 
to see again in his place. Meanwhile, 
similar Question was 
asked in another place, and the answe1 
returned to it was such that I need 
not trouble your lordships by going 
into the matter in detail and stating 
the reasons why, in my opinion, it is very 
undesirable that we should go on partici- 
pating in this investigation—at any rate 
on the lines on which it has been done 
during the past five years. Inasmuch 
as I have been informed that, pending 
the consideration of the whole question 
by a Committee, His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment have decided to continue their 
participation, at any rate for one year 
after the expiration of the five years to 
which they had committed themselves, 
I shall not enter into those matters of 
detail, but shall reserve to myself the 
right of raising the question at another 
time after this Committee has reported. 


What I do want to know, however, 
is what is to be the constitution of this 
Committee, and what is to be the reference 
to it. A distinguished statesman, I think 
it was the late Lord Salisbury, once said 
that a committee usually consisted of 
three men who had made up their minds 
on one side, and three who had made up 
their minds on the other, with an impartial 
chairman, who drew up a milk-and-water 
report which satisfied nobody. I hope 
that will not be the kind of cominittee 
which will be appointed in this case. 
There has undoubtedly been a_ great 
amount of quarrelling and bickering 
on this particular subject. There are 
three departments interested—first, the 
Treasury, which holds the purse strings ; 
secondly, the Scottish Office; and, 
thirdly, the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. I think I may here say that 
the interests of the two great fishing 
industries—the line industry and_ the 
trawling industry—are by no means 
identical. The Scottish Office very 
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largely defends the interests of line 
fishermen, but the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, representing, as it does, 
the great trawling industry, very often 
takes a different view. Then the English 
part of the participation in the Inter- 
national Council has been entrusted to 
the Marine Biological Association. <A 
memorial has been presented to the 
Government entreating them to continue 
to entrust the English share of the 
investigation to that association. Besides 
that, there are a number of persons, both 
in this House and in the other House, 
particularly in the other House, who are 
interested in the policy of closing the Moray 
Firth and other areas of the same kind. 
I very much hope that none of those 
persons will be put on this Committee. 
If we are to arrive at a sound conclusion 
on the subject the Government ought 
to appoint a Committee of persons wholly 
unconnected with the fishing interests, 
but able to sift the evidence put before 
them by scientific and official witnesses 
and to come to an unbiassed report upon 
it. I earnestly trust that His Majesty's 
Government will appoint a thoroughly 
impartial Committee to advise them 
upon this important question. 


Toe PRESIDENT oF tHe BOARD or 
AGRICULTURE anp FISHERIES (Earl 


CARRINGTON): My Lords, I have to 


thank my noble friend for his kindness | 
and courtesy in putting off his Question 


until I was able to be in my place again, 
and, as it has been asked and answered in 
another place in the meantime, I will 
follow my noble friend’s example and not 
say anything on the question itself. As 
to the composition of the Committee, at 
the present moment Iam unable to give 
the noble Earl any definite information, 
but I think I can make his mind easy on 
one point by assuring him that the Com- 
nuttee will not be formed in the way 
referred to by the late Lord Salisbury, 
but that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
will take every possible precaution to 
secure that it shall be an entirely im- 
partial Committee composed of the best 
men who can possibly be got; and I hope 
that when the Committee have deliber- 
ated and come to some conclusion, the 
conclusion to which they arrive will be 
acceptable to the noble Earl and all 
concerned. 
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Prosecutions. 
TRAWLING PROSECUTIONS. 

Lorp HENEAGE: My Lords, I rise 
to ask His Majesty’s Government whether 
it is correct that the Scottish Office have 
decided to prosecute the first fishermen 
on board the Norwegian trawlers whose 
masters have been released from prison 
and their fines remitted; whether the 
fishermen were not under a contract of 
service to their employers to obey the 
masters of the vessel on which they were 
serving at sea; and whether the masters 
of each of the Norwegian vessels were not 
entitled both under International Law 
and the North Sea Convention, 1882, to 
fish with the trawl outside the three mile 
limit of territorial waters, and to order all 
those serving on board their vessels to 
take part in such trawling operations. 

When I put this Question on the Paper 
I did not think it possible that the prose- 
cutions to which I alluded could take 
place, especially after the statesmanlike 
speech of my noble friend the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in 
reply to the Question put to him about 
three weeks ago by Lord Balfour of Bur- 
leigh. I rather thought there had been 
undue delay in refunding the money to 
those owners who had paid the fines 
illegally inflicted on the Norwegian 
skippers, and that there had also been 
undue delay in withdrawing the sum- 
monses against the other men who had 
not then been tried. I think I had a right 
to assume that, not only from the speech 
of my noble friend Lord Fitzmaurice, 
which I am sure was made in perfect good 
faith, but also from an official letter which 
I received from the Foreign Office a few 
days before that speech was made, and 
which was to this effect— 

* Foreign Office, February 16th, 1907—I am 
directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th 
inst. respecting the case of the Norwegian and 
Swedish fishermen who have recently been con- 
victed in the Scottish Courts for trawling in 
the Moray Firth. Iam to state, for your Lord- 
ship’s information, that the men imprisoned 
have now been released and that Sir E. Grey 
is in communication with Mr. Secretary Sinclair 
with a view to all further prosecutions being 
stopped pending the consideration of the whole 
question by His Majesty’s Government.” 

I certainly took that to refer, not only to 
the Norwegian skippers who had been 
illegally convicted, but also to the vessels 
themselves and to the crews on board. 
It does not 
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matter which man on board the vessel is 
convicted, it is impossible for him to pay 
the fine ; and if it is paid at all it has to be 
paid by the owner. Therefore it was a 
perfect farce to say that the fines would 
be remitted which the owners had paid 
for their skippers if it was at that moment 
intended immediately to prosecute fisher- 
men, deck-hands, or cabin-boys and 
sentence them to fines which in their 
turn would also have to be paid by the 
owners. 


Trawling 


Twenty men are to be prosecuted next 
Monday, and one of the cases is that to 
which I drew the attention of the Foreign 
Office a month ago. The skipper and the 
vessel have arrived at Grimsby. The 
skipper states that he was boarded seven 
miles from shore, prosecuted, convicted, 
and released on the payment of the fine, 
which it was promised should be re- 
funded but which has not been yet 
handed back. The only British fisher- 
man he had on board was a deck-hand, 
and he had only been taken on owing to 
the illness of a Scandinavian, all the 
other members of the crew being Scandi- 
navians. That man has been called 
ipon to appear before the Sheriff Court 
in Scotland, where he is to be prosecuted 
for illegal fishing under the orders of the 
vei y skipper who has been released. 


The next report I have is of six English 
first fishermen on board six other 
Norwegian vessels whose masters had 
been first convicted. The masters were 
subsequently relsased, and their fines 
have, I believe, been remitted. These 
men who are to be prosecuted are all 


first fishermen on board the very vessels | 


the skippers of which have been released 
and the fines remitted. The next case 
is the worst of the lot. James Wilson 
writes that he is an English pilot, that 
he was taken on board the Nor- 
wegian steam trawler “ Sandow,” and 
that he acted solely on the master’s 
instructions. This pilot has now been 
summoned to appear before the Sheriff 
Court, and I have not the slightest doubt 
every one of these men will be 
convicted. It is not a question of 
whether they are going to be summoned 
before the courts legally or not; it is 
a question of fairness and justice. These 
men did not know they were doing 
any wrong. It is not denied that 


Lord Heneage. 


that 
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they were legally signed on under agree- 
ment by which they were bound to 
obey the master at sea. It has been 
declared by the Norwegian Government 
that they will not defend any vessel 
which is British owned and not legiti- 
mately a Norwegian vessel, and the 
Foreign Office have received an assurance 
in all these cases from the Norwegian 
Minister that these vessels are Norwegian. 
I am perfectly certain that the statement 
I made the other day is correct, and that 
the original fleet mentioned at the 
Aberdeen Conference two years ago has 
been dispersed. 


What will be the position? The 
position will be this. If these men are 
convicted, as they will be, and if their 
fines are paid, they will be paid by the 
very owners to whom the fines in respect 
of their skippers have already been 
remitted. But it is quite probable that 
the owners will say that as the men are 
now going to be convicted, not under 
international law, but under some paro- 
chial by-law of Scotland, they do not 
feel themselves compelled to pay the 
fines ; and therefore these men, who have 
been simply obeving the masters’ orders 
legally given, will have to go to prison. 
Everyone must own that that would be 
a scandal and a gross injustice. I was 
under the impression, as I have already 
said, that, the Scottish Office having 
committed a great blunder in first of all 
boarding the vesels and then getting the 
skippers convicted, there was to be an 
end to the matter for the present, and the 
Government were going to take it into 
consideration. I would appeal to them, 
in the circumstances, to abandon these 
prosecutions. What can they gain by 
them? They have already established 
the majesty of their parochial by-law in 
the case of Cressy on board the “* Norse- 
man.” In these circumstances I think 
it might be fairly assumed that no 
Norwegian owner would be desirous of 
signing on Englishmen. 


I would venture to appeal to the 
Government to look upon the matter in 
the broad light of fairness and justice, 
and not from a merely technical point 
of view. I think I have some claim to 
make this request to His Majesty’s 
Government. No one has done more 
than I have to stop British-owned vessels 
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sailing under a foreign flag. I think the 
Scottish Office, at any rate, ought to be 
obliged to me for that, and as far as I 
am concerned I will promise to do my 
best, pending the full consideration of the 
matter by the Government, to prevent 
any further difficulties of the sort arising. 
I would go further and suggest to His 
Majesty’s Government that the Foreign 
Office might very well, now that the 
matter is under consideration, appeal to 
the Norwegian Government not to register 
English-owned vessels under their flag. 
At the same time I cannot admit that an 
Englishman should be the only man who 
is not entitled to earn a living on the 
high seas under a foreign flag. 


Lorp HAMILTON or DALZELL: 
My Lords, I think that all who have any- 
thing to do with the fishing industry will 
be sensible of the obligation they are 
under to the noble Lord who has raised 
this question for the interest he has 
always taken in that industry. On this 
occasion I am happy to say that the noble 
Lord has, to a trifling extent, been mis- 
informed as to the facts. There is no 
intention to proceed against the fisher- 
men on board these Norwegian trawlers 
for the same offence in respect of which 
the masters who had their fines remitted 
were convicted. The cases to which the 
noble Lord has referred have all occurred, 
I am informed, since those cases. The 
noble Lord shakes his head, but I am in- 
formed that that is so. That is the 
answer to the first part of the Question 
standing on the Paper in the name of the 
noble Lord. 


With regard to the second half, I have 
to say that His Majesty’s Government 
have no special information as to the 
terms of the contract under which the 
fishermen are serving. No doubt they, 
like the master in charge of the vessel, 
had received superior orders, and it would 
seem that the responsibility for those 
orders and the consequences would 
properly lie'with those who gave them. 
Under Section 7 of the Herring Fisheries 
(Scotland) Act, 1889, as the noble Lord 
is aware, a by-law may be passed closing 
the Moray Firth. This by-law has been 
passed by this authority, and trawling 
within the specified limits has been de- 


‘clared by the High Court of Justiciary to 
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be illegal for all persons of whatever 
nationality. 


The North Sea Fisheries Convention of 
1882 has no bearing on the present case, 
Norway not having been one ofthe original 
signatory Powers to that Convention, and 
not having hitherto availed herself of 
her option to adhere thereto, which was 
expressly reserved in the additional 
Article. As a matter of international 
consideration the Government have re- 
mitted the penalty imposed upon certain 
foreign subjects in the manner and for 
the reasons stated by my noble friend the 
Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs in 
your Lordships’ House on the 21st of 
last month. With regard to future 
action, it is intended to proceed against 
British subjects who are accused of viola- 
tion of this municipal law. I may also 
remind the noble Lord that, as already 
stated in another place, the Norwegian 
Government have of their own motion 
intimated, through their Minister at this 
Court, that they have instructed a warn- 
ing to be addressed to all owners of 
Norwegian fishing boats who are known 
to carry out trawling in the Moray Firth 
to cease this kind of fishing in present 
circumstances. 

STANDING COMMITTEE 

Report from the Committee of Selec- 
tion for the Standing Committee, that 
they have added the Earl of Chichester 
and the Lord Courtney of Penwith to the 
Standing Committee ; read, and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


House adjourned at five minutes 
before Seven o’clock, till To- 
morrow, half-past Ten o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, 11th March, 1907. 


The House met at a quarter before 
Three of the Clock. 


cn 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS (STAND- 
ING ORDERS APPLICABLE THERETO 
COMPLIED WITH). 

Mr. SpEaKER laid upon the Table Re- 
port from one of the Examiners of 
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Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bill, referred on the 
First Reading thereof, the Standing 
Orders which are applicable thereto 
have been complied with, viz. :—Metro- 
politan Police Provisional Order Bill. 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second 
time to-morrow. 


PROVISIONAL ORDERS BILLS (NO 
STANDING ORDERS APPLICABLE). 
Mr. Speaker laid upon the Table 

Report from one of the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bill, referred on the 
First Reading thereof, no Standing 
Orders are applicab!s, viz. :—Marriages 
Provisional Order bull. 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second 
time To-morrow. 


South Eastern and London, Chatham, 
and Dover Railways Bill—Read a 
second time, and committed. 


Leith Harbour and Docks Bill.—‘ To 
authorise the Commissioners for the 
harbour and docks of Leith to vary the 
method of charging rates on steam 
vessels,” presented, and read the first 
time ; and ordered to be read a second 
time. 


PETITIONS. 


COAL MINES (EIGHT HOURS BILL). 


Petition from Oatlands Colliery Rail- 
way Pits. Derbyshire, in favour; to 
lie upon the Table. 


WOMEN’S ENFRANCHISEMENT BILL. 
Petition from Central Hackney, in 
favour ; to lie upon the Table. 


RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 


SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND). 
Return [presented 8th March] to be 
printed. 


[No. 71.] 
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EDUCATION (SCOTLAND). 
Copy presented, of Minute of the Com- 


mittee of Council on Education in 
Scotland, dated 9th March, 1907, pro- 
viding for the distribution of the General 
Aid Grant [by Command]; to lie upon 
the Table. 


EDUCATION (SCOTLAND) (CODE 1907). 
Copy presented, of Code of Regulations 

for Day Schools, 1907, with Appendices 

[by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 


UNIVERSITY OF GLA GOW. 
Copy presented, of Abstract of Ac- 
counts of the University of Glasgow for 
the year ending 30th September, 1906 
[by Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to 
be printed. [No. 72.] 


NATIONAL DEBT (SAVINGS BANK AND 
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES). 
Annual Account presented, for the 
period ended 20th November, 1906 [by 
Act]; to lie upon the Table, and to be 
printed. [No. 73.] 


SUPERANNUATIONS. 

Copy presented, of Treasury dlinute, 
dated 5th March, 1907, declaring that 
for the due and efficient discharge of the 
duties of the offices of Salaried Official 
Receiver in Bankruptcy and Inspector of 
Official Receivers, professional or other 
peculiar qualifications not ordinarily 
to be acquired in the Public Service are 
required [by Act]; to lie upon the Table. 


COLONIAL REPORTS (ANNUAL). 
Copy presented, of Colon's’ Report 
No. 519 (East Africa Prote te, Re- 
port for 1905-6) [by Comiuand]; to 
lie upon the Table. 


TRADE REPORTS (ANNUAL SERIES). 

Copy presented, of Diplomatic and 
Consular Report, Annual Series, No. 
3747 [by Command]; to lie upon the 
Table. 


CHARITY COMMISSION (ENGLAND AND 
WALES). 

Copy presented, of Fifty-fourth Report 

of the Charity Commissioners for 
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England and Wales [by Command] ; to lie 
upon the Table. 


PAUPERISM (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
(HALF-YEARLY STATEMENTS). 

Copy ordered, “of Statement of the 
number of Paupers relieved on the Ist 
day of January, 1907, and similar State- 
ment for the Ist day of July, 1907, (in 
continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 272, of Session 1906).”—(Dr. Mac- 
namara). 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
CIRCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 


Promotion of Staff Officer in the Board of 
Works, Dublin. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, Os- 
sory): To ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury if he is aware that in the build- 
ings division of the Board of Works, 
Dublin, a staff officer who received an 
appointment before the retirement of 
Mr. Commissioner O’Shaughnessy has 
since applied to have his position 
improved, and, seeing that he has not 
had any reply to his application, will 


he ask the Board of Works, Dublin.. 


what is the cause of the delay; and 
whether it is the Secretary of that 
Department who is responsible for having 
this application ignored. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) Tam 
informed that the staff officer referred 
to received his appointment in 1903. 
In 1906 he applied for an improvement 
of his position. The application was 
laid before the Board by the Secretary ; 
and the Board, having considered it, 
wrote a minute refusing the application, 
which was read to the officer on the 
23rd June, 1906. 


Unregistered Trade Unions and Payment 
of Income-Tax. 


Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N.E.): 
To ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether unregistered trade unions are, 
like friendly societies, exempt from the 
payment of income-tax on interest for 
investments; and, if not, what are the 
Teasons ; and will he consider the desir- 
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ability of applying the condition of 
exemption to unregistered trade unions. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) The an- 
swer is in the negative. The exemption 
in favour of unregistered friendly societies 
is limited to those societies whose in- 
come does not exceed £160 a year. It 
depends on an express statutory provision, 
viz., Section 8 of The Finance Act, 1904, 
and there is no similar provision in favour 
of unregistered trade unions. The whole 
question of the claim of bodies, whether 
corporate or unincorporate, to share In 
the relief afforded to natural persons 
by the Income Tax Acts on the ground 
of smallness of income is_ receiving 
my careful consideration. 


Tenders for the Bellaghy-Castledawson 
Mail Service. 


Mr. J. MACVEAGH (Down, 8.): To 
ask the Postmaster-General whether it 
has now been decided to invite and 
consider tenders for the Bellaghy-Castle- 
dawson mail service. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buxton.) I 
have given instructions for fresh tenders 
for this service to be invited. 


Alleged Irregularities —Belturbet Post 
Office. 

Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, 8.): To ask 
the Postmaster-General whether his atten- 
tion has been called to the fact that the 
post office at Belturbet, on 29th’ De- 
cember last, was entered by the police, 
who found official papers and postal 
orders scattered about the place; that 
the police found the postmaster drinking 
in a public-house ; and what action, if 
any, has been taken in the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buzton.) 
This matter has not been brought to 
my attention, but I am making inquiry 
and will communicate the result to the 
hon. Member. 


“— 
Pending Changes in Metropolitan Tele- 
graphic Work. 
Mr. BOWERMAN (Deptford): To 
ask the Postmaster General whether he 





1212 


Questions. 


1211 {COMMONS} 


can state the nature of the pending|has received from Mr. C. Beatts, of 
administrative changes in telegraph work | Dundee, a patent trenching tool ; if so, 
in the metropolitan districts; andj whether the same has been before the 
whether it is proposed to alter the propor-| experts in his Department; and with 


Questions. 


tion now existing between the men and 
women on the staff. 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Burton.) 


what result. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
This gentleman has submitted patent 


The change to which I referred in my | trenching tools, all of which have been 


former Answer to the hon. Member is | 


the extension and completion of the 
metropolitan intercommunication switch. 
No change of policy is at present con- 


| pert officials concerned. 
| that none of the tools come up to War 
| Department requirements, and Mr. Beatts 


carefully considered by the War Office ex- 
It is regretted 


templated as regards the relative number | jas heen so informed 


of men and women employed in telegraph | 
work, 
Postmen’s Rounds—Cycle and Footwork. | 
Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, | 
W.): To ask the Postmaster-General | 
what is the maximum limit of a postman’s | 
daily round when the duty consists partly | 
of cycle and partly of footwork ; and | 
what is the proportion of one to the 
other. 


The Army Reductions. 

Mr. CLAVELL SALTER (Hants, 
Basingstoke): To ask the Secretary of 
State for War whether, in view of the fact 
that, as shown by the Estimates for 1906-7 


and 1907-8, the Regular Army 
has been, or is about to be, reduced 
by 19,189 officers and men_ serv- 


|ing with the colours, viz., Cavalry 313, 


Royal Horse and Field Artillery 2,094, 


(Answered by Mr. Sydney Buzton.) 
The maximum distance travelled by a 
walking postman is eighteen miles a 
day and that by a postman on cycle is | 
twenty-eight miles. For a duty which 
is performed partly on foot and partly 
on cycle, the maximum length is between 
eighteen and twenty-eight miles, being | 
fixed in each case according to the pro- 
portion between the distance travelled on 
foot and on cycle. 


'Royal Garrison Artillery 2,516, Royal 


Engineers 1,373, Infantry of Line 11,843, 


Foot Guards 838, Army Service Corps 


212, these reductions, or any of them 


are to be regarded as temporary or per- 


manent; and, if the former, to what 
extent is it proposed to repair the short- 
age, and in which branches of the service. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
I am unable to follow the hon. Member’s 


| figures for the Artillery or for the total 


Navy Officers—Counting of Service. 

Mr. BELLAIRS (Lynn Regis) : To ask 
the Secretary to the Admiralty whether | 
the officers in battleships and cruisers 
with reduced nucleus crews will count 
their time of service as sea time in the 
same way as ships manned on a higher 
scale ; and whether all ships in the Home 
Fleet are on the same basis in respect of | 
counting their time as sea time. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
This matter is under consideration. 


The Beatts Patent Trenching Tool. 
Mr. WILKIE (Dundee): To ask the 


Secretary of State for War whether he 


reductions, but, generally speaking, there 
is no present intention of restoring the 
numbers reduced. 


Commission Charged by Crown Agents. 

Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR (Liverpool, 
Zast Toxteth) : To ask the Under-Xecre- 
tary of State for the Colonies if he will 
grant a Return of commission charged by 


the Crown agents during the years 1904, 


1905, and 1906, similar to that granted 


‘in 1904 by the then Secretary of State 
| for the Colonies. 


(Answered by Mr. Churchill.) Certainly. 
The Return will be granted as soon as my 
hon. friend moves for it. 
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Establishment of the Army—Number of 1905-6 1907-8 
beagamyl Volunteer Medical 

Mr. GODFREY BARING (Isle of fis ‘ 4 4 
re Singlet ; ; orps - ‘ : 

Wight): To ask the Secretary of Statefor | ; 

War whether he will lay upon the Table Volunteer Motor Corps I = 

a Return showing the total number of ; 

officers of the Regular Army on the Total - - 682 668 

establishment on Ist April, 1905, and 

the number proposed under the scheme General Total 11,707 11,181 


of the Secretary of State for War, the 
Return to indicate the numbers employed 
with the different arms of the service, 
including Regular officers attached to 
Auxiliary Forces, officers on half-pay, 
officers only employed for a portion of the 
year not to be included. 


( Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
At this stage it is not practicable to give 
any figures for the new scheme beyond 
those contained in the Estimates for 
1907-8. The number of officers provided 
for in Estimates 1905-6 and in 1907-8 
are as follows :— 





1905-6 1907-8 
Household Cavalry — - 72 72 
Cavalry of the Line - 751 751 
Royal Horse and Field 
Artillery = - - 1,108 1,126 
Royal Garrison Artillery 938 804 
Royal Engineers - 1,033 1,045 
Foot Guards - . 305 277 
Infantry of the Line 4,673 4,256 
Army Service Corps - 467 458 
Royal Army Medical 
Corps : - 1,049 1,021 
Army Ordnance Corps 
and Department - 239 237 
Army Veterinary Corps — 162 
Colonial Corps —- - 390 304 
Total - - 11,025 10,513 
Permanent Staff :— 
Honourable Artillery 
Company - - ] l 
Imperial Yeomanry — - 58 58 
Militia Artillery - - 71 58 
Volunteer Artillery —- 66 66 
Militia Infantry - 253 254 
Volunteer Infantry - 228 227 





Establishment of Regular Troops. 


Mr. GODFREY BARING: To ask the 
Secretary of State for War what was the 
establishment of the Army and the 
number of the First Class Army Reserve 
on Ist April, 1899 ; what is the establish- 
ment of regular troops proposed under 
the scheme of the Secretary of State ; 
what number of recruits is required to 
meet the new establishment ; what pro- 
portion of men it is calculated will pass 
into the First Class Army Reserve 
annually when the normal establishment is 
reached ; and will he lay upon the Table 
the figures from which it is estimated that 
the First Class Reserve will normally be 
maintained at 115,000. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The establishment of Army non-com- 
missioned officers and men on the Ist 
April, 1899, was 228,923, and the strength 
of the Reserve was 81,384. Under the 
proposed scheme as shown by the Esti- 
mates for 1907-8, omitting the 3rd 
Battalion Coldstream Guards, the estab- 
lishment is 229,819, and the number 
of recruits to maintain this establishment 
is calculated at 37,710 annually. The 
numbers passing to the Reserve annually 
will fluctuate from year to year, but 
assuming that Section D is open all the 
time the Reserve is calculated to reach a 
normal of 115,000. I will lay Papers 
upon the Table which will give the 
actuarial figures and explain how they are 
arrived at. 


Arming of Southend Companies of Ist 
Essex Royal Garrison Artillery 
Volunteers. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD (Essex, S.E.) 
To ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether he is aware that Companies 
2 and 9 of the Ist Essex Royal Garrison 
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Artillery Volunteers, stationed at South- 
end-on-Sea, have only two 15-pounders, 
and that consequently drill cannot be 
carried out by the majority of the men 
attending for the purpose; whether 
arrangements can be made to supply 
these companies with a sufficient number 
of guns ; 
companies are without the necessary 
stores for their guns, and, in particular, 
without rammers, aiming posts, sights 
for back-laying, clinometer, and range- 
finder; and whether steps can be taken 
to supply them with these stores. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The guns in question form part of the 
number allotted to the general defence 
of the Thames and Medway Command, 
and the distribution to the different 
companies of the corps was made in 
accordance with the wishes of the com- 
manding officer of the corps. The num- 
ber cannot be increased. The com- 
pletion of guns in a command, with their | 
approved stores, rests with the general 
officer ¢ ommanding, and steps had already 
been taken in this instance. No com- 
plaint has been received from the corps. 


The Colonial Conference and Treatment | 
of Indians in British Colonies. 


“Mr. SCOTT (Ashton-under-Lyne) : To 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether the question of the 
status and treatment of His Majesty’s 
Indian subjects in British Colonies has | 
been included in the agenda submitted | 
by the Imperial Government to the | 
Imperial Colonial Conference about to be | 
held; and, if not, whether, in view of | 


the importance of the matter and the | ; in both countries. I 


i 


interest it has aroused both here and in 
India, the Government will take steps to 
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whether he is aware that these | 


|court Judge in 
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he can arrange that the supply of the 
12,000,000 telegram forms per year, for 
use in Ireland from the postal authorities 
in London, can be given to an Irish 
printing house ; and whether he is aware 
that several printing establishments in 
| Dublin would be willing to provide 
adequate plant for the execution of this 
work. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) I am 
informed that the existing contracts 
provide for the supply of all telegram 
forms to the General Post Office, and 
they are thence distributed over the 
United Kingdom as required. No sepa- 
rate arrangement is made for Ireland; 
| but the cost of printing the number 
mentioned in the hon. Member’s Question 
would be under £150 a year. I see no 
reason for making the change which he 
proposes. 











Salaries of English and Irish County 
Court Judges. 

| Mr. FIELD: To ask the Secretary to 
| the Treasury whether he will state the 
|amount of salary allowed to a county 
Ireland and England 
| respectively ; the amount of daily re- 
muneration allowed to a deputy county 
‘court Judge in Ireland and England 
respectively ; and whether this daily 
remuneration in either country is paid 


by the Crown or by the county court 
Judge for whom the deputy is acting. 

g put} 
| (Answered by Mr. Runciman.) The 


salary is £1,500 in England, and £1, 400) 
} in Ireland. Deputies, in case of illness, 
are paid out of the salary of the Judge 
understand th t 
the rate of payment is 4 guineas a day 
in England, and that in Treland it varies 


bring the question before the Conference. | from B to 10 guineas a day according to 


H(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) | 
I should be glad if the hon. Member 
would kindly refer to the Answer that 
I gave to a similar Question on the 
5th instant.7 


Printing of Telegraph Forms in Ireland. | 


Mr. FIELD (Dublin, St. Patrick) : 
To ask the Postmaster-General whether | 





+ See Col. 613. 


| | the duration of the employment, ete. 


| Receipts of the National Physical 


Laboratory. 

Mr. O. C. PHILIPPS (Pembroke and 
| Haverfordwest): To ask the Secretary 
'to the Treasury, what have been the 
receipts of the National Physical Labor- 
_atory for each of the last three years 


| respectively, from fees, from grants, 
|from Government, and from other 
sources. 
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(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) I have 
received from the Laboratory the follow- 


{11 Marcu 1907} 


Questions. 1218 


ing statement of their receipts fcr the 
last three calendar years :— 








Receipts. 
Account. 1904, | 1905. 1906. 
£ s. d | £ | £ Bice 
Government grant - - -; 4000 0 0} 5,125 0 0 5,875 0 0 
Gassiot fund - - - -| 45314 4]/ 45511 9| 452 811 


Donations and subscriptions —- 





Charges for work done - - 5,625 
Charges for commissions for 
Foreign and Colonial Govern- 
ments - - - - - 318 
Miscellaneous receipts - ° 41 
| 
12,753 








3.9) 13,637 14,319 4 10 








Promotions in the Accountant’s Depart- 
ment, Board of Works, Dublin. 

Mr. DELANY (Queen’s County, 
Ossory): To ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury whether he is aware that, 
in the recent promotions in the Ac- 
countant’s Department, Board of Works, 
Dublin, the staff officer who obtained the 
post vacated by the present accountant 
was placed there over the heads of at 
least three others who had longer service 
under the Board, and who were more | 
competent to fill the position; and | 
whether, in view of the fact that one of | 
these gentlemen was on a former occasion 
recommended for a first-class clerkship, 
he will ask the Board of Works to explain 
their inconsistency in this matter. 





(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) If the 
hon. Member refers to the case of Mr. | 
Sidwell, I have nothing to add to the | 
reply given by my predecessor on 17th | 
May last.t+ There have been no sub- 
sequent promotions in the Accountant’s 
Department. 


Commissions Paid by the Church Estates 
Commissioners. 


Mr. WEDGWOOD (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme): To ask the right hon. Member 








+ See (4) Debates, clvii., 634. 


for Sheffield (Hallam Division), as Church 
Estates Commissioner, whether he will 
say what are the sums which have been 
spent directly or indirectly in commis- 
sions by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
in each of the ten years last past; and 
what is the largest sum in each year so 
paid to any one person or firm. 


(Answered by Mr. Stuart-Wortley.) The 


| Answers given to the hon. Member’s 


Questions of Ist November and 27th 
November? last by the hon. Member 
for East Bristol contain the facts as to 
the commissions paid by the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners to their agents, and no 
other commisions, except the architects’ 
charges set out in the accounts appended 
to the Report for Parliament and the 
usual brokers’ charges on dealings with 
stock, are paid directly or indirectly by 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 


The Irish Ordnance Survey. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the hon. Member 
for South Somerset, as representing the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, 
whether it is intended to have all the 
work connected with the Ordnance 
Survey in Ireland carried out in that 


t See (4) Debates, clxiii,, 1342-3; clxv., 1433. 
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country; and whether the supervision 
and arrangement of this work will, in 
future, be transferred to an Irish depart- 
ment. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) No 
change is contemplated in the existing 
arrangements for the conduct of the 
Ordnance Survey. 
suggested would not be attended by 
either efficiency or economy. 


The Butter and Margarine Bill—Date 
of Second Reading. 


Mr. W. HOPE (Somersetshire, N.) : | 


To ask the hon. Member for South 


Somerset, as representing the President | 


ofthe Board of Agriculture, whether he is 
in a position to say when the Second 
Reading of the Butter and Margarine Bill 
will be taken. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 1 
am unable to say at present when the 
Second Reading of this Bill willl be 
taken. I hope at an early date. 


Cattle and Sheep Landed and Killed at | 


Deptford. 
Dr. COOPER (Southwark,  Ber- | 
mondsey): To ask the hon. Member 


for South Somerset, as representing the 


President of the Board of Agriculture, | 


whether he can give the number of 
cattle and sheep landed and killed at the 
Deptford foreign cattle market during 
the year ending 31st December, 1906, the 
particular countries from which 
cattle and sheep were imported, and 
the number from each country. 


(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
During the year 1906, 60,784 cattle from 
Canada, 138,722 cattle from the United 
States, and 2,375 sheep from Canada 
were landed and killed at Deptford. 


Foot-and-mouth Disease. 

Dr. COOPER: To ask the hon. 
Member for South Somerset, as repre- 
senting the President of the Board of 
Agriculture, if he is in a position to state 
whether any cattle or sheep have been 
officially reported as suffering from 
foot-and-mouth disease in Denmark, 
Schleswig-Holstein, Hanover, Westphalia, 
the Rhine Provinces, or Holland, during 
the vear ending 3lst December, 1906; 
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The divided control | 
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and, if any, whether he can state the 
particular localities in which the outbreak 
occurred and the number of cattle and 
sheep affected. 


Questions. 





(Answered by Sir Edward Strachey.) 
No cases of foot-and-mouth disease were 
confirmed in Denmark in 1906. In the 
latter part of the year nine outbreaks 
occurred in the province of Limburg, in 
Holland, 104 animals being affected. 
With regard to Germany a large number 
of cases were confirmed in the west and 
/north-west of the country during 1906, 


| but I um unable to state without further 
| inquiry the actual numbers in the various 
provinces mentioned by my hon. friend. 
[ shall be happy, however, to make 
further inquiry on the subject, and I 
will acquaint my hon. friend with the 
result. 


Inspection of Imported Boneless Meat. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the President 
of the Local Government Board whether 
he has made any arrangement for the 
inspection of imported boneless meat; 
whether he has made any inquiries 
respecting how it is prepared; whether 
it is inspected before being frozen; 
whether he can state how it is disposed 
of in this country ; and whether it is used 
extensively in the manufacture of pork 
sausages. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) I 
have no authority to make an arrange- 
ment of the kind referred to in the first 
part of the Question in the absence of 
such powers as are proposed to be given 
by the Public Health (Regulations as to 
Food) Bill now before the House. I 
have caused inquiries to be made as to the 
preparation of boneless meat. It is of 
course liable to whatever inspection is 
required by the laws of the country from 
which it comes, and packages of it 
frequently bear labels stating that in- 
spection has taken place, presumably 
before freezing. I understand that im- 
ported boneless meat is supplied to makers 
of various meat preparations in this 
country, and that imported boneless 
pork is employed in the manufacture of 
pork sausages. The Local Government 
Board’s inspector of foodsascertained that 
in 1905 the importation of the kind of 
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boneless pork specially used for sausage 
making amounted to about 130 tons. 


Questions. 


Fees and Emoluments of Poor Law 

edical Officers. 

Mr. HADDOCK (Lancashire, North 
Lonsdale): To ask the President of the 
Local Government Board what is the 
total sum received in fees or emoluments 
by medical officers of workhouses and 
medical superintendents of Poor Law 
infirmaries for the certification of pauper | 
junatics, from the year 1896 to the end | 
of the financial year 1906, inclusive. | 





| 
The | 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) 

Returns do not show separately the | 

amount of these fees, and I am, therefore, | 

not in a position to give the information | 

asked for. 

Overcrowding and Disease in Brentford 
orkhouse School. 

Sir WALTER FOSTER (Derbyshire, | 
Ilkeston): To ask the President of the 
Local Government Board if he is aware 
that, owing to continued overcrowding | 
in the workhouse school belonging to the 
Brentford Board of Guardians, an out- 
break of ophthalmia occurred in Novem- 
ber, 1904; that in September, 1906, a 


second outbreak, affecting over 130 
children, occurred; and that during 


January last an outbreak of diphtheria, 
affecting over fifty children, some of 
whom died, occurred; and whether he | 
will urge upon the guardians the necessity | 
of boarding-out within and beyond the 
union the children eligible for that 
method, and of hastening the arrange- 
ments for placing others in scattered 
homes within the union in order to 
relieve the long-standing - overcrowding 
of the school. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) Iam 
aware of the facts as to the outbreaks 
referred to and that from time to time 
there has been overcrowding in the 
school. Iam very desirous that measures 
should be taken to prevent future over- 
crowding in respect of the children, 
and I understand that the guardians 
have had various schemes before them 
for providing further accommodation 
for them. They have met with diffi- 
culties in the matter, but various arrange- 
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ments have been made to reduce the 


a od 
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pressure, and steps are now being taken 
to provide certain scattered homes. I 
shall not lose sight of the subject. 


Annual Report of Local Government 
Board—Suggested Division. 

Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): To 
ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether, with a view to 
the convenience of guardians, councillors, 
and other officials, he will consider the 
advisability of publishing the annual 
Report of the Board in two parts, so 
that those engaged in either branch 
of local government could purchase the 
portion relating to their work only; 
and whether he will consider the ad- 
visability of improving the compiling 
of this Report by explaining the figures 
and facts dealing with Poor Law 
administration. 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) I 
have under consideration the proposal 
referred to in the former part of the 
Question, and I shall be prepared also 
to consider any suggestions which may 


| be made to me as to that referred to 


in the latter part of it. 


Railway and Shipping Rates. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask the President 
of the Board of Trade whether he will 
cause an inquiry to be made through 
the Railway Department of the Board 
of Trade, asking the principal railway 
and shipping companies to furnish de- 
tailed information respecting import 
through rates, and likewise furnish the 
inland railway charges allowed on those 
through rates, and at the same time 
to obtain definite information respecting 
the charges made to Home traders for 
the inland carriage of goods the same 
distance to centres of population. 


(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) I 
am taking steps to obtain information 
from railway companies and traders with 
regard to railway rates and other matters 
which I hope will throw light on the 
points referred to in the Question. 


The Law of Copyright. 

Mr. WATERLOW (Islington, N.): To 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether, with a view to the early publica- 
tion at popular prices of reprints, in as 
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complete a form as possible, of books by 
well-known authors, in which the copy- 
right has expired, he will consider, in 
any fresh legislation on the subject 
that may be contemplated, the question 
of so amending the Act of 1842 as to 
make clear the distinction between 
substantial changes or additions made by 
the author in any revised edition of a | 
book, affecting the meaning of any | 
important portion or portions thereof, | 
and merely verbal or formal alterations 
having no such effect. 


Questions. 








(Answered by Mr. Lloyd-George.) The 
point shall receive attention in connection 
with any proposals for amending (copy- 
right) legislation. I understand, how- 
ever, that as the law now stands merely 
verbal alterations have been held not to 
be entitled to copyright. 


Progressive Rate of Pay for Stoker Petty 
Officers. 


Mr. BRAMSDON (Portsmouth): To 
ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
whether he will state the date when the 
stoker petty officers will receive the pro- 
gressive rate of pay as laid down by 
circular and which came into force for 
other stoker ratings on the Ist July, 
1906. 





(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
Progressive rates of pay will be granted 
to the stoker petty officers entitled 
thereto as from the Ist April next. 





| 
| 
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Surveying of West Coast of South 
America. 
Mr. A. WILLIAMSON {(Elgin’ and 


Nairn): To ask the Secretary to the Ad- 
miralty in what year surveying was last 
done by a surveying vessel belonging to 
the British Navy on the West Coast of 
South America between Guayaquil “and 
the Straits of Magellan. 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) 
The date of the last survey was 1897. 


The Match Industry—Poisonous and 
Non-poisonous Matches. 

Str CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean): To ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department 
what is the total number of match 
factories in this country and how many 
workers are employed in them; how 
many of these factories are at present 
making non-poisonous matches, and how 
many people are employed in this work ; 
and whether he will cause a_ special 
Report on the match industry in Great 
Britain to be prepared. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
There are ten match factories in the 
country, or eleven, if one is included 
which only works intermittently. Ac- 
cording to the latest Returns, those for 
1904, the number of persons employed 
in the ten first - mentioned factories 
was 3,188. Two of these ten factories 
are occupied exclusively in manufacturing 
matches without white phosphorus, while 


' three more of them manufacture matches 


Increased Pay for Labourers at Royal | 
Naval Hospital, Haslar. 


CoLtoNEL HARRISON - BROADLEY | 
(Yorkshire, E.R., Howdenshire) : To ask 
the Secretary to the Admiralty if he can 
explain why the labourers at the Royal | 
Naval Hospital, Haslar, are not included | 


| without white phosphorus on a_ small 

scale, in addition to matches with white 
phsiabiie. In the two factories which 
manufacture non - white - phosphorus 
matches exclusively 921 persons were re- 
‘turned as employed i in 1904; the number 


|so employed in the three factories par- 
in the recent rise of wages of ls. per week tially 


engaged in the same manufacture 


7 yr > | 
which has been granted to the labourers | ‘could not be ascertained without further 


employed at the Royal Clarence Victual- | 
ling Yard and at other naval establish- 

ments ; and whether a favourable answer 
can be returned to the petition which | 
they addressed to the Admiralty on this | 
subject. 


inquiries. 
of the persons employed in the factories 
which 
matches are not exposed to the phos- 
phorus. 
House a Report on the recent case of 
phosphorus poisoning at Messrs. 


I may point out that many 


manufacture white phosphorus 
T have laid upon the Table of the 


More- 


(Answered by Mr. Edmund Robertson.) | lands, which also contains some observa- 


This increase has now been granted. 


tions upon the general question. 


I am 
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considering what action to take upon it, | 
and am unable at present to say whether | 
a further Report will prove to be neces- | 
sary. 
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The High Bank Rate—International 
Gambling Operations. 

Mr. FIELD: To ask Mr. Chan- 

cellor of the Exchequer whether he is 

aware that the Financial Adviser to the 


Questions. 


| Egyptian Government, in his late official 


Cutting of Trees in Kensington Gardens. | 

Mr. MURRAY MACDONALD (Falkirk | 
Burghs): To ask the First Commissioner | 
of Works whether he is aware of the 
extensive and indiscriminate nature of 
the polling and lopping of elms in Kensing- 
ton Gardens, whereby the beauty of the 
Broad Walk and the neighbouring parts 
of the gardens is being ruined; whether 
he knows that perfectly sound limbs of | 
trees have been hewn off, no attempt 
being made, apparently, to distinguish 
between sound and decaying branches; | 
and will he give the House an assurance 
that this work of destruction will be | 
stayed. 


(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) I am| 
personally watching the tree pruning in 
Kensington Gardens by frequent visits. | 
Nothing is being done beyond what is | 
considered necessary by my _ expert | 
advisers. It is occasionally necessary 
to shorten sound limbs in order to} 
restore the balance of a tree where it has | 
been disturbed by the removal of decayed | 
branches. 


Allotment of Additional Grants for 
Training Colleges and Secondary Schools. | 

Str PHILIP MAGNUS (London Uni- | 
versity): To ask the President of the 
Board of Education whether he can | 
stateyhow he proposes to allot the addi- | 
tional grant of £122,486 for buildings and | 
maintenance for training colleges in the 
Estimates for 1907-8, Class 4, D 1; and 
how he proposes to allot the additional | 


sum of £75,000 for secondary schools. | 
(Answered by Mr. McKenna.) It is im- | 
possible to set out in an Answer to a| 
Question the various matters incident to 
the distribution of grants in respect of 
training colleges and secondary schools. 
The regulations that are regularly issued 
and presented to Parliament give full 
information on these matters, and they | 
can be further discussed or elucidated, 
if needs be, in the debate on the Edu- 
cation Vote in this House. 


| time with that object ; 


Report, stated that one of the principal 
reasons for the late high bank rate in 
England was due to the large demand 
for gold in London last autumn to pay 
the Egyptian growers, owing to the 


exceptionally high price of cotton ruling 


commencement of the cotton 
whether he is aware that this 


at the 
season ; 


'famine price was the outcome of a bull 


manipulation in options and futures in 


'the Alexandria and Liverpool cotton 


exchanges, based on an estimated Ameri- 
can cot on crop for 1906-7 of about 
2,000,000 bales smaller than it has turned 
out ; and whether, in view of the amount 


| of gold taken from the London market 
| at the same period by certain American 
| financiers, by the aid of foreign bills 


accepted by London bankers, which had 
the principal effect of artificially raising 
the value of money in the United King- 
dom, he will say what steps does His 
Majesty’s Government propose to take 


'in order to safeguard Home trade and 


finance against these international gamb- 
ling operations in London, Liverpool, 
Egypt, and America. 


Mr. FIELD : To ask Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exechequer whether he is aware 
of the fact that of late years it has be- 
come customary with English banks and 
bankers to accept foreign bills with the 
main object of fostering international 
gambling operations in foreign securities ; 
whether he is aware it is estimated that 
there are some £80,000,000 sterling 
in foreign finance paper, principally 
American, held in London at the present 
that it is re- 
cognised that should American securities 
further fall heavily it may lead to a 
financial crisis in England; is he aware 
that, in order to prevent panic, the 
leading bankers have been compelled to 
take serious steps to stop the flow of 
gold out of the country; and whether, 
under these circumstances, His Majesty’s 
Government will take any measures 
calculated to prevent a continuance (of 
such dangers arising from such inter- 
national financial gambling operations. 








Questions. 
Mr. FIELD: To ask Mr. Chancellor 


of the Exchequer whether he is aware 


that it is estimated that many millions | 


pounds sterling have been lately lost by 
certain English speculators in gambling 
operations in American securities and in 
Siberian mines, due to a concerted inter- 
national bear raid, especially with regard 
to the latter’s shares, and that in order 
to meet their gambling differences large 
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Congregational Minister of Bowes Park 
and Income-tax Assessment. 

Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.): 
| To ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
| whether the Crown last summer allowed 
| to the Congregational minister of Bowes 
| Park a special deduction from his assess- 
| ment to Schedule D of the income-tax 


Questions. 


of £5 in respect of the estimated rental 
of his study. 


blocks of Consols, gilt-edged and other | 


high-class British securities, have had to 
be melted, causing universal depression 
in the value of all these securities; and 
what steps does His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment intend to take to stop these inter- 
national bull and bear stock exchange 
gambling operations in England, witha 
view of protecting the interests of the 
Lona fide investors in the said securities. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) Dealing 
with this and the hon. Member’s two 
subsequent Questions of like character 
together, I may say that I think the 
main cause of the recent monetary 
stringency has been general commercial 
activity of a sound and healthy cha- 
racter. In times of such activity there is 
always a certain amount of speculation, 
and such speculation is, up to a point, 
perfectly legitimate. When carried to 
excess, the results are, I agree, highly 
mischievous. But it would be very 
difficult to define the precise point at 


which speculation should be repressed, | 


nor do I think that the matter is one 
which could be effectively dealt with by 
legislation. 


Stamp Duties on Transfer of Foreign 
Securities. 


Mr. FIELD: To ask Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, whether he will con- 


sider the advisability of introducing in | 


his forthcoming Budget a regulation that 
the transfer of all foreign securities shall 
be subject to stamp duties, with a view 
to lessen the burden of taxation 


on | 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) The de- 
duction in question was allowed last vear 
in the following circumstances. The 
minister appealed to the High Court 
against an adverse decision of the Local 
Commissioners of Income Tax, and the 
Crown permitted the case to go by de- 
fault, because they were advised that 
| upon the case, as stated by the Com- 
| missioners, the Court would be precluded 
from dealing with the question really at 
issue. The withdrawal was, however, 
upon the understanding that the Crown 
would take steps to raise the question 
again on the assessment for 1906-7. 
This has now been done. The District 
Commissioners have pronounced against 
the validity of the claim to deduct, and 
the minister in question ‘has demanded 
a case for the consideration of the High 
Court. 


Refusal of Permission to Prosecute 
Indian Journal. 

Str H. COTTON (Nottingham, E.): 
To ask the Secretary of State for India 
whether his attention has been drawn 
to the refusal of the Punjab Government 
to allow the prosecution of the Civil 
'and Military Gazette, as prayed for by 
|the Punjab Indian Association, for the 
publication of letters tending to produce 
racial discord; and whether he will 
consider, in communication with the 
| Government of India, the desirability of 
taking some steps to discourage the 
publication of such inflammatory utter- 
ances in the Anglo-Indian Press. 


residents in the United Kingdom; and | 


also to compel gamblers in options and | 


futures to contribute to the revenue. 


The hon. 


(Answered by Mr. Asquith.) 
have 


Member’s suggestion — shall 
consideration. 


my | 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Morley.) 
| I have seen a newspaper report as to the 
_refusal of permission to prosecute in the 
case mentioned. As at present advised, 
I do not think it necessary to take any 
| special action in the direction suggested. 
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1229 Questions. 


Completion of the Purchase Scheme for 
the Bandon Estate, County Cork. 

Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether the Estates Commis- 
sioners can now say when the purchase 
scheme of the Bandon estate, Ardprior, 
Buttevant, county Cork, will be com- 
pleted; and whether, in view of the fact 
that the purchase was sanctioned in 
March, 1904, the Commissioners. will 
facilitate the completion of this sale with 
the least possible delay. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The pur- 
chase agreements in this case were lodged 
with the Estates Commissioners in April, 
1905. The Commissioners anticipate that 
the estate will shortly reach its proper 
turn for inspection, but they are unable 
to state definitely when the sale will be 
completed, pa 


Right of Cutting Sedge on the Logan 
Estate, County Mayo. 


Dr. AMBROSE (Mayo, W.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland whether his attention 
has been drawn to the annovance and 
expense to which the poor tenants on 
the Logan estate, situate at Shraheen, 
Aughagower, near Westport, county 
Mavo, have been put to bv the action 
of the landlords in prosecuting them for 
cutting sedge on an adjacent mountain ; 
could he say whether any landlord ever 
tried to deprive their tenants of the right 
to cut sedge before the Logans came into 
possession of the property; is he aware 
that not only the present tenants, but 
their ancestors, always enjoyed the 
right of cutting sedge on this mountain, 
and that such right has been upheld in 
the Courts; and will he see that those 
poor tenants are no longer subjected to 
these annoyances, 


by Mr. Birrell.) T am 
informed that the prosecution in question, 
Which was at the suit of the landlord, 
came before the Westport petty sessions 
some weeks ago, when the magistrates 
dismissed the case upon the ground that 
they had no jurisdiction to deal with it. 
The solicitor to the landlord then stated 
that he would renew the case at quarter 
sessions. The question at issue appears 
to be one as to‘the legal rights of the 
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persons concerned, which can only be 
decided by a Court of law. The Govern- 
ment have no power to interfere in the 
matter. 


Questions. 


Trish Constabulary Force Fund. 

Mr. DUFFY (Galway, 8.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether complaints have been 
made to the Government by members and 
ex-members of the Irish police force 
regarding the Constabulary Force Fund, 
its control and management; and, in 
view of the fact that numbers of the force 
are expected, if not indirectly compelled, 
to contribute monthly towards it, he 
will state what steps, if any, have been 
taken by the police authorities to wind 
it up. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Con- 
stabulary Force Fund was closed for 
new entrants by the Act of 1883. Mem- 
bers of the force who joined before that 
date are required by statute to subscribe 
The fund is being gradually 
wound up by meeting its obligations to 
widows and orphans of subscribers as 
they arise. For full information on 
the subject, I would refer the hon. 
Member to the numerous Answers given 
by my predecessor last session, and in 
particular to Parliamentary Paper, No. 
118, of 1891. 

Grievances of Veterinary Department of 
Irish Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. REDDY (King’s County, Birr) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether a memorial 
has been received by the Department 
of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
from the veterinary staff setting forth the 
srievances under which they labour and 
asking for a revision of service and 
salaries ; and can he say what decision 
has been come to on the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell). The 
memorial has been received and is under 
consideration. 


Purchase of Village of Ballacolla. 
Mr. DELANY: Toask the Chief Secre- 
tarv to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether the Estates Commissioners pro- 
pose purchasing the whole village of 
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Ballacolla, Queen’s County, in con- | 
junction with the agricultural portion of 
Captain Caldbeck’s estate or only the 
few large business houses in the village. | 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Es- 
tates Commissioners inform me _ that 
the whole village of Ballacolla is not | 
included in the estate proposed to be 
purchased by them. 


Sale of the Ballacolla Estate. 

Mr. DELANY: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that the 
large graziers and business men amongst 
whom Mr. Roper, agent to Captain Cald- 
beck, Ballacolla, Queen’s County, has 
parcelled out the untenanted land on the 
estate, have received notice from the 
landlord to proceed with tilling and sow- 
ing operations ; and, in view of this fact, 
will he ask the Estates Commissioners to | 
expedite the purchase of the estate and 
see that the untenanted land is reserved 
for the purposes provided for under the 
Act of 1903. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Es- | 
tates Commissioners are not yet in a 
position to add anything to the reply | 
which I gave on 25th February to the | 


hon. Member's Question on this subject.+ | 


The Irish Development Grant. 

“Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): To ask | 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- | 
tenant of Ireland if he could state how | 
long it would take to exhaust the entire | 
equivalent grant of £185,000 accruing | 
to Ireland in the Development Grant at 

the present rate of progress in the issue 

of Land Stock ; and whether the charges | 
in connection with the same are likely 
to equal the whole amount of the equiva- 
lent grant in the near future. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I am un- 
able to give anything approaching a 
precise answer to this Question, having 
regard to the fact that the charges upon | 
the Development Grant will depend not | 
only upon the amount of Land Stock | 
which it may be found necessary to|' 
issue from time to time, but also upon | 
the dates and prices of issue. I under- | 


F See (4) Debates, elxix., 1239- 40. 
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stand that the charge for 1907-8 on 
account of stock already issued will 
some £70,000, and _ that, 
assuming future issues to be made at a 
discount of 12 per cent., the charge in 
respect of each million of stock will be 
about £3,900. 


Questions. 


Grant for Marine Works at Falchorrib. 
Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether the sum 
of £1,000 recently voted by the Con- 
gested Districts Board for the proposed 
works at Falchorrib, county Donegal, 
is in addition to or in substitution for 
the similar sum allocated in 1902 from 
the marine works grant, and _ subse- 
quently found to be insufficient for the 
purpose; and whether he can now 
state the result of the correspondence 


on this subject between the Board and 


the county council of Donegal. 


(Answered by Mr. Birreil.) The hon. 
Member is mistaken is supposing that 
Congested Districts Board have 
voted any sum in respect of improve- 
ments at Falchorrib. It is proposed to 


expend a sum of £800 out of the Marine 


Works Fund upon works at Falchorrib, 
and the county council have agreed to 
| contribute £200. The Board of Works 
have been asked to prepare plans and 
specifications for the works. 


QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 
Naval Defence of Jamaica. 

Mr. HAROLD COX (Preston): I beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether the naval defence 
of the inhabitants of the Island of 
Jamaica is provided by ships of the Royal 
and whether the taxpayers of 
Jamaica make any contribution towards 


‘the cost of these ships, or towards the 


|cost of the naval defence of the 
‘inhabitants of the United Kingdom. 
THe CIVIL LORD or tHe AD- 


MIRALTY (Mr. Lampert, Devonshire, 
South Moulton): The naval defence of 
Jamaica, as in the case of all British 
| Coionies, is provided for in the general 
| strategical disposition of the Fleet. The 
Colony makes no contribution. 
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1233 Questions. 


Rosyth. 

Mason ANSTRUTHER-GRAY (St. 
Andrews Burghs): I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Admiralty what is the 
total estimated expenditure at Rosyth 
during 1907-8 ? 


Mr. LAMBERT: £10,000. 


Mason ANSTRUTHER-GRAY : I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Admiralty 
what has been the total expenditure 
upon Rosyth during 1906-7. 


Mr. LAMBERT: The estimated total 
expenditure upon Rosyth during 1906-7 
is £8,000, 


Mr. ARTHUR LEE (Hampshire, 
Fareham): Has the Government any 
serious intention of pressing on with the 
works at Rosyth ? 


Mr. LAMBERT: I explained the 
other day very fully the reasons why the 
Government have taken plenty of time 
before embarking upon this matter. 


Mr. ARTHUR LEE: But the subject 
of these works has been under the 
minute consideration of the Admiralty 
since the year 1902. 


Mr. LAMBERT: It has not been 
under the consideration all that time of 
the present Board of Admiralty. 


New Army Scheme—Special Reservists. 
Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington) : On 
behalf of the right hon. Gentleman the 
Member for Croydon, I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for War whether any 
calculation has been made showing the 
number of special reservists to be enlisted 
under the new scheme who will be 
twenty years of age, and therefore avail- 
ible tor foreign service, when the plan 
is in working order ; and, if so, what is 
the number which will be so available. 


Tur SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (Mr. Hatpane, Haddington) : 
The details of the numbers of the special 
contingent have not yet been sufticiently 
woiked out to enable me to give the 
right hon. Gentleman any figures of the 
nature which he desires. As _ regards 
the Infantry, the special contingent will 
not be required on mobilisation, but to 
supply six months’ wastage, and it is 
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confidently expected that the sixty-six 
third battalions with the Irish Militia 
will easily supply the numbers required. 


Army Pension Payments. 

Mr. HAROLD COX: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether his attention has been called to 
the fact that out of the number of Army 
pensioners in this country there are some 
who find it impossible to resist the 
temptation of spending upon drink all 
the money under their control, and in 
consequence are compelled to seek relief 
in the workhouse, whence they emerge 
on or about pay day for a fresh bout of 
drinking ; and whether he will consider 
whether it is possible by restraint or 
otherwise to rescue these men from their 
manner of life, and to prevent them from 
continuing to disgrace an honourable 
profession. 


Mr. HALDANE: A Committee under 
the Chairmanship of the Paymaster- 
General is considering whether by a 
more frequent payment of pensions the 
temptation to dissipation to which some 
men are exposed by the possession of 
a considerable sum of money may be 
removed. In framing any regulations 
to this effect it is necessary to safeguard 
that there is no detriment to the interests 
of the general body of Army pensioners 
who are a well-conducted and respectable 
class of the community. 


Suggested Gratuity for Volunteers. 

Mr. MYER (Lambeth, N): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether, under the Territorial and 
Reserve Forces Bill, in order to obtain a 
high standard in and also to attract to 
the Territorial Army the best material in 
the manhood of the country, and as a 
reward for the sacrifices made by the 
working classes in giving up their time to 
drill and camp, he will consider the 
advisability of allocating the sum of 
£1,000,000 in granting to each Volunteer 
who serves four years, and makes himself 
efficient to the satisfaction of the 
authorities, a gratuity at the end of his 
term of service of the sum of £20. 


Mr. HALDANE: After careful study 
of the existing situation I came to the 
conclusion that such proposals as that of 
my hon. friend would not only fail— 
because on the footing of payment for 
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services rendered they were wholly { circumstances in the case of Alton were 
insufficient—but that they would be | different, in that the claim was settled 


harmful. The basis of the Government 
appeal is for services to be voluntarily 


rendered to the British nation by British | 


citizens and on national grounds, and it 


would be as wrong to try to pay for | 


these as it would be to pay for many 
services of a civilian character which are 


cheerfully and readily given on a volun- | 


tary footing. 
pay which it is proposed to furnish is 
looked on by the Government not as 
reward but as bare indemnity against 
loss. 


War Office Traffic on Hampshire Roads. 


Mr. WILLIAM NICHOLSON (Hamp- 
shire, Petersfield): I beg toask the Secre- 
tary of State for War if he is aware that 
the present claim of the Petersfield Rural 
District Council for damage to the 
district roads by the War Office trattic 
incurred through the construction of 
Borden and Longmoor camps amounts 
to £6,870 5s. 3d.; whether, seeing that 
the claim of the Alton Rural District 
Council was paid by the War Office in 
January last, and that the Hampshire 
County Council have also lately been 
paid £2,000 on account of their claim, he 
will state why the amount due to the 
Petersfield Rural District Council has 
not been paid, or any payment made on 
account thereof; if he is aware that a 
1d. rate in the Petersfield rural district 
only brings in £205 8s. 8d., and that a 
heavy rate will have to be levied for the 
current year unless the War Ofiice should 
make an immediate payment ; and if he 
can state why the ratepayers in the 
Petersfield rural district are called upon 
to find money in connection with the con- 
struction of barracks for the regular 
troops. 


Mr. HALDANE: The claims of the 
Petersfield Rural District Council men- 
tioned refer to damage to roads in respect 
of which the War Department contractor 
is liable. It is possible that it may be 
found necessary to refer these claims, 
with those of several other councils, to 
arbitration, as allowed to the contractor 
under Clause 23a (ili) of contract, but 
every effort will be made to effect an 
early settlement of the matter. The 
claim of the council for War Department 
traffic, as distinguished from the con 


Even the Army rate of 


' Zealand ; 


without the necessity of proceeding to 
arbitration. The money paid to the Hamp- 
shire County Council was for strengthen- 
ing roads, and is quite apart from their 
claim for damage by trattic. 


Officers and the new Territorial 
Regiments. 

Mr. WALROND (Devonshire, Tiver- 
ton): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for War whether officers now serving in 
the auxiliary forces will join the proposed 
new territorial regiments without loss of 
seniority ; what compensation will be 
provided for officers now joining the 
auxiliary forces and purchasing the 
uniforms of their regiments in the event 
of their units being disbanded; and 
whether, in any case, officers now serving 


will be allowed to retain and wear 
existing uniforms. 
Mr. HALDANE: Details of the 


character referred to in the (Question 
have not yet been settled. The hon. 
Member may rest assured that every 
consideration will be shown to those 
officers now belonging to the auviliary 
forces who become part of the territorial 
force. 


Army Meat Supplies. 
sir HOWARD VINCENT (Shettield, 
Central): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for War if he is aware that tenders, 
returnable on 25th March, 1907, for the 
supply of meat from Australia and New 


Zealand for His Majesty’s Forces in 
Gibraltar, were invited by the War 
Office on 14th December, 1906 ; that nine 
weeks later various alterations were 
made in the conditions of contract, 
among which was the withdrawal of 


the stipulation that these stores were to 
be imported from Australia and New 
; and, if so, will he state the 
reasons for these alterations, and specify 
the countries from which the supply of 
ineat for the use of His Majesty's Forces 
was to be permitted. 
Mr. HALDANE: The alteration in 


the conditions of contract for the supply 
of meat at Gibraltar were made to ensure 


‘the best quality of meat being obtained 


/at the most economical price. 


There is 


/no limitation as regards countries for the 


tractor’s traflic, has been settled. The! 


supply of meat to the forces ; and as the 





Oe a 


oD 


y 


Th 


co} 
no 
in 

an 


urs 
in 

Ag 
was 
Lon 
ava 


be ; 


S 
tim 


firm 


M 
pref 


SI 


M 
to a 
whet 
infor 
fire i 
whet: 
destr 











1236 


Were 
tled 
g to 
unp- 
hen- 
heir 


iver- 
tate 
7 In 
osed 
s of 
be 
the 
the 
vent 
and 
ving 
wear 


the 
‘tion 
hon. 
very 
he Ise 
ary 
orial 


ield, 
‘y of 
lers, 
‘ the 
New 
s in 
War 
nine 
were 
ract, 
| of 
re to 
New 

the 
ify 
y of 
rees 


1 in 
pply 
sure 
ined 
‘e is 
‘ the 
; the 





1237 Questions. 


forces are scattered all over the globe 
they have naturally to obtain their meat 
supply from the best as well as the most 
economical sources. 


sir HOWARD VINCENT: Was it 
not rather bard on Australia and New 
Zealand that the alteration should be 
made after the forms of tender and 
specifications had been sent out there ! 


Mr. HALDANE: The alterations 
were general and were simply intended 
to throw the thing open. 


Sir HOWARD VINCENT: I beg 
further to ask the Secretary of State for 
War if his attention has been called to 
the fact that tenders for the supply of 
preserved meat for delivery at Woolwich 
were invited by the War Office on the 
26th of November, 1906, returnable at 
noon on the 30th of that month, that is, 
in ninety-six hours; and, further, that 
tender forms for a supply of preserved 
meat were issued on the 14th of February, 
1907, for return on the 22nd idem, or 
eight days; and, if so, whether he will 


consider the possibility of giving longer | 


notice of future War Office requirements, 
inorder that British Colonies may have 
an opportunity of quoting for supplies. 


Mr. HALDANE: Both demands were | 


urgent. The reason for the short notice 
in the two cases was explained to the 
Agents General. Opportunity to tender 
was given to Australasian firms having 
London agents, of which some of them 
availed themselves. Longer notice will 
be given whenever possible. 


Sin HOWARD VINCENT: Could not 
timely notice be given to the Colonial 
firms ? 

Mr. HALDANE: We 


preference. 


give no 


Sik HOWARD VINCENT: Oh, oh! 


Fire in the Aldershot Pay Office. 

Major ANSTRUTHER-GRAY : Thee 
to ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether he can furnish the House with any 
information as to the cause of the recent 
fire in the pay oftice at Aldershot ; and 
Whether any important documents were 
destroyed. 
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Mr. HALDANE: The inquiry into 
the cause of this outbreak of fire has not 
yet been completed, but the fire appears 
to have been due to live ashes having 
been left in a bucket in the room in which 
the fire originated. No important docu- 
ments have been destroyed. 


Questions. 


Cavalry Regiments for Scotland. 

Major ANSTRUTHER-GRAY: I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether he can give any information 
/as to what provisions will be made for 
|the permanent quarters for the two 
cavalry regiments which he hopes to 
| assign to Scotland in place of the Scots 
Greys. 








Mr. HALDANE: I am afraid that 
I am not able at the present moment to 
give the hon. Member any information 
on the points raised in his Question. 


Dublin and the Royal Fusiliers. 
Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, S.): 
| I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
| War whether he is aware that a strong 
| desire exists in Dublin that the Royal 
i Irish Fusiliers should be allowed to 
/remain there for the present ; and, if so, 
whether he can arrange for the regiment 
to be left in Dublin for some time longer. 


| Mr. HALDANE: There is no inten- 
tion to move the Royal Irish Fusiliers 
‘from Dublin for the present. The bat- 
talion is not due to be relieved till next 
| trooping season—that is, some time 
hetween September next and March, 
1908. 


Army Reductions, 
Mr. CLAVELL SALTER (Hants, 
| Basingstoke): I beg to ask the Secretary 
| of State for War whether, in view of the 
‘fact that, as shown by the Estimates for 
1906-7 and 1907-8, the Regular Army 
| has been, or is about to be, reduced by 
| 19,189 officers and men serving with the 
| colours, viz., Cavalry 313, Royal Horse 
land Field Artillery 2,094, Royal Garrison 
Artillery 2,516, Royal Engineers 1,373, 
Infantry of Line 11,543, Foot Guards 
| 838, Army Service Corps 212, these 
; reductions, or any of them, are to be re- 
garded as temporary or permanent ; and, 
if the former, to what extent is it pro- 
| posed to repair the shortage, and in 

| which branches of the service. 
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Mr. HALDANE: I am unable to 
follow the hon. Member's figures for the 
Artillery or for the total reductions, but, 
generally speaking, there is no present 
intention of restoring the numbers 
reduced. 


Questions. 


British Central Africa—Powers of Magis- 
trates. 

Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
I beg to ask the Under-Sectretary of 
State for the Colonies whe:her any 
decision has been arrived at regarding 
the grant of powers to magistrates in the 
British Central Africa Protectorate to 
inflict penalties for breach of contract, 


THe UNDER-SECRETARY © or 
STATE ror tHe COLONIES (Mr. 
CHURCHILL, Manchester, N.W.): Lappre- 
hend that my hon. friend is referring 


to the discussions in the Protectorate 
which led up to the enactment 
of the Native Labour Ordinance, 
1906. That Ordinance was enacted on 


the 29th of September last, and [ shall 
be happy to show my hon. friend a copy 
if he desires it. 


British Central Africa—Legislative 
Council. 

Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether any decision has been arrived at 
regarding the provision of a legislative 
council for British Central Africa, similar 
to that recently granted to the neigh- 
bouring Protectorate of British East 
Africa. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State is awaiting a reply from the Com- 
missioner of the Protectorate on certain 
matters of detail; that reply cannot now 
he long delayed ; and there is every pros- 
pect that the necessary provision for the 
; roposed legislative council will be 
made in the of the next few 
months. 


course 


Military Garrison of Jamaica. 

Mr. HAROLD COX: I beg to ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Co.onies what was the charge borne last 
year by the taxpayers of the United 
Kingdom for the maintenance of a 
military garrison for the local defence of 
the inhabitants of Jamaica ; and whether 
any reciprocal service was rendered by 
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| the taxpayers of Jamaica to the inhabi- 
| tants of the United Kingdom, 


(Questions. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The military 
garrison of Jamaica is not maintained 
for the local defence of the inhabitants of 
| that island, but as part of the general 
scheme for preserving the integrity of 
the British Empire, to the purposes of 
which scheme the Government of Jamaica 
contributes by maintaining a local artil- 
lery corps. 


Communication with Jamaica—Railway 
and Steamship Subsidies. 

Mr HAROLD COX: I beg to ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, what is the amount of the sub- 
sidy paid by the Exchequer of the United 
Kingdom to the Elder Dempster Line 
or any other steamship line for the 
maintenance of a service of ships between 
the West India Islands and Canada ; and 
whether the taxpayers of Canada or of 
Jamaica make any contribution to the 
cost of any railway or steamship commu- 
nication between different portions of 
the United Kingdom. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The — subsidy 
paid by the Exchequer for the main- 
tenance of a service of steamers between 
certain of the West Indian Islands (not 
including Jamaica) and Canada is 
£13,500 a year. There is no service so 
subsidised between Canada ani Jamaica; 
neither do those Colonies contribute to 
the cost of railway or steamship com- 
munication in the United Kingdom, 


Jamaica £ugar Industry Subsidies. 

Mr. HAROLD COX: [beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether any sums of money have been 
granted in recent years at the expense of 
the taxpayers of the United Kingdom to 
assist the sugar industry of Jamaica; 
what is the aggregate amount of such 
sums; and whether the taxpayers ol 
Jamaica have at any time made any grant 
to assist any industry in the United 
Kingdom. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: In the year 1902 
the sum of £10,000 was granted from the 
Imperial Exchequer to assist the sugar 
industry of Jamaica, pending the abolition 

of sugar bounties under the Brussels 
Convention. The Answer to the last 
| part of the Question is in the negative. 
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Free Grants to Jamaica. 

Mr. HAROLD COX: I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he can give particulars of any 
grants that were made by the Parliament 
of this country to the inhabitants of the | 
Island of Jamaica in the eighteenth and | 
nineteenth centuries, distinguishing free | 
gifts from loans ; what is the aggregate | 
amount of such free gifts and of such | 
loans ; and whether the whole of the loans | 
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Jamaica Earthquake—Government 
rant. 

Mr. O. C. PHILIPPS (Pembroke and 
Haverfordwest) : I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if he 
can now state what steps the Govern- 
ment propose to take to relieve the 
distress caused by the Jamaica earthquake. 


Questions. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The matter is 
receiving full consideration, but further 


have been repaid with the agreed interest | information is expected and I am not 


upon them. 


in a position to make a statement at 
| present. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: No free gifts | 


were made in the eighteenth and nine- 
teenth centuries. The loans to the island 
or to Jamaica proprietors in the same 
period amounted to £747,100, and they 
have not all been repaid. It should, 
however, be also remembered that Jamaica 
subscribed £1,000,000 in 1798 to aid 
the Mother Country in the war with 
France. 


Mr. HAROLD COX: Was not there 
afree grant of £100,000 in the year 1832 ? 
will make 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I 


inquiry, 


West Indian Agricultural Department. 

Mr. HAROLD COX : I beg to ask the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
what sum has been charged to the tax- 
payers of the United Kingdom during 
the present century for the West Indian 


Mr. LONSDALE (Armagh, Mid.): [beg 
to ask the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether, pending the arrival of 
the delegates appointed by the citizens of 
Kingston to lay before the Secretary of 
State full information regarding the 
situation arising out of the late earth- 
quake, the Government will defer their 
decision regarding the question of a loan 
or grant and the proposals of the local 
authorities for rebuilding the city. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of 
State has already decided that no final 
decision will be taken pending arrival of 
delegates. 


Crown Agents’ Commissions. 

Mr. AUSTIN TAYLOR (Liverpool, 
East Toxteth): I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State for the Colonies if he 
will grant a Return of commission 


Agricultural Department, or for other | charged by the Crown Agents during 


assistance to agriculture in the West | 
Indian islands ; how much of this total 


the years 1904, 1905, and 1905, similar 
to that granted in 1904 by the then 


sum has been received by the Island of | Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Jamaica ; and whether the taxpayers of | 
Jamaica have made any contribution 
towards the assistance of agriculture in 
the United Kingdom. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The amount paid 
from Imperial funds during the present 
century, including the Estimates for the 
current year for the West Indian Agri- 
cultural Department, is £119,140. There 
was paid in aid of the sugar industry, 
pending the abolition of the sugar 
bounties, £250,000, total £369,140, of 
which the Government of Jamaica have 
received £11,877. 
right in supposing that the Answer to 
the last part of his Question is in the 
negative. 


My hon. friend is, 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Certainly. The 
Return will be granted as soon as my 
hon. friend moves for it. 


South African Mine Labour—Mr. 
Robinson’s Experiments. 
Mr. FIENNES (Oxfordshire, Ban- 
bury): I beg to ask the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies whether, in 
view of his statement on 31st July 1906 
that Mr. J. B. Robinson would make 
experiments with white labour with Mr. 
Cresswell as manager, he can now say 
| whether these experiments have begun ; 
or, if not, what probability there is of a 
commencement being made. 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: No, Sir, I cannot|he based his charge against the 

say. j Association in his speech of 17th 
| December. 


Canadian Preference for West Indian 
Sugar. | Mr. CHURCHILL: The Answer to 
Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the | the first part of my hon. friend’s Question 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies | 18 in the affirmative ; and to the second 
whether he has received information that | in the negative. 
the Canadian Government have decided : 
to permit importations from British German South West Africa. 
Colonies to Canada, vis New York, to} Mr. WEDGWOOD ( Newecastle-under- 
receive the benefits of the preferential | Lyme): I beg to ask the Under-Secretary 
tariff law ; and whether he can estimate | of State for the Colonies whether his 
the value of this concession to the West | attention has been called to the state- 
Indian sugar trade. ment of Herr Dernburg in the German 
| Reichstag, with regard to the railways to 
Mr. CHURCHILL: The Secretary of | be built in German South West Africa, 
State has not received official information | that, in order to secure the increased 
of the decision referred to, which is value of the land, the districts adjoining 
reported. in a Press telegram. The the railway would be expropriated and 
Colonial Oftice is not at present possessed | be reserved by the Government, and that 
of means of estimating what is the value | the taxation of land values would follow 
to the West Indian sugar trade of the | later ; and whether any similar provisions 
reported concession. are arranged for or contemplated in 
regard to railways on which British 
Charges against the Witwatersrand taxpayers’ money is or may be advanced 
Native Labour Association. in the Gold Coast, Lagos, Northern 
Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the | Nigeria, and British East Africa. 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether the Secretary of State has Mr. CHURCHILL: I have seen the 
received the protest of the Witwaters. statement of Herr Dernburg as reported 
rand Native Labour Association against in the Press. The railways in the Gold 
the charges made against the Association |Coast and Lagos have been and will be 
in the speech of the Under-Secretary of | constructed without the assistance of the 
17th December; and whether he will | British taxpayer. When the construction 
state the nature of the reply which has | of the Uganda Railway was authorised it 
was arranged that a strip of land on each 
side of the line should be reserved to the 
Government, and when any further 
is undertaken in 


been or will be sent to the request of the | 
Association to be informed whether the 
Under-Secretary, in making these charges, 
was relying upon information supplied to railway construction 
the Colonial Uttice by its own ofticials or ; East Africa or Northern Nigeria, I hope 
by any department of the Transvaal | that it may be found possible to adopt a 


Government. | similar system. 

Mr. CHURCHILL: The protest in | Mr. Bucknill’s Report. 
question has been received by the Secre- Mr. MACKARNESS (Berkshire, New- 
tary of State. No reply seems necessary, | bury): I beg to ask the Under-Secretary 
and none will be sent. |of State for the Colonies whether the 


'Governor of the Transvaal will be 
Mr. LONSDALE: I beg further to | instructed to place the Report of Mr. 
ask the Under-Secretary of State for the | Bucknill and the evidence taken by him 
Colonies whether Lord Selborne has} at the disposal of the members of the 
informed the Witwatersrand Native | Colonial Government. 
Labour Association that none of his | 
communications to the Secretary of State| Mr. CHURCHILL: Lord Selborne 
could have given rise to the impression | will, I presume, be ready to communicate 
that the Association has not been doing | the Report and evidence confidentially to 
all in its power to recruit native labour | Ministers, if Ministers ask for them, and 
for the mines ; and whether he will state | it does not seem necessary to sen 


the sources of the information upon which | special instructions on the subject. 
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‘Macedonian Reform. 
Mr. LYNCH(( Yorkshire, W.R., Ripon): 
I beg to ask the Se:retary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether any progress 
has been made with the scheme for 
reforming the judicial system in Mace- 
donia. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY to 
THE TREASURY (Mr. RuNcIMAN, 
Dewsbury; for Sir EDWARD GREY): 
It is understood that the Austro- 
Hungarian and Russian Governments 
are formulating a scheme of judicial 
reform which will ultimately be sub- 
mitted to the Powers. His Majesty’s 
Government are not yet aware of 
the substance of this scheme. 


Hague Conference. 

Mr. PIKE PEASE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs if 
he can now announce the date upon 
which the Hague Conference will be 
opened. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: My right hon. 
friend cannot say definitely till the 
Russian Government announces the date ; 
probably it will be early in June. 


Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.): Are the 
Government prepared to give the House 
the names of the delegates who will 
represent this country at the Conference ? 

Mr. RUNCIMAN: I must ask for 


notice of that Question. 


Murder of German Missionary in Persia. 
Mr. LYNCH: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
he has any official information on the 
subject of a claim made by Germany 
upon the Persian Government for an 
indemnity in connection with a recent 
murder of a German missionary in 
Persia; whether, in default of satisfac- 
tion, the German Government have 
demanded a cession of land ; and, if so, 
Whether he can state the particular 
region in which this land is situated. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: My right hon. 
friend is informed that a cash payment 
only, which does not involve any political 
condition, if demanded as compensation. 
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Norwegian Trawlers in the Moray Firth. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND (Elgin Burghs) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether, in view of the 
communication received from the 
Norwegian Minister stating that orders 
had been issued to warn all owners of 
Norwegian trawlers fishing in the Moray 
Firth to cease from doing so, and not to 
expect the support of their Government 
in case of proceedings being taken against 
them in Scotland, he can state what 
further action, if any, has been taken by 
His Majesty’s Government ; and what is 
the present stage of the negotiations. 


Questions. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: My right hon. 
friend is still in communication with the 
various Departments of His Majesty’s 
Government concerned, and is not ina 
position to make any further statement. 


German Trade Arrangements with the 
United States. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether the tariff arrangement reported 
to have been concluded between the 
Governments of Germany and the United 
States will confer an advantage upon 
German imports over those of the United 
Kingdom; and whether it is the 
intention of His Majesty's Government 
to claim similar concessions to British 
trade under the most-favoured-nation 
elause. 


Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, 
Oswestry): I beg also to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs if the 
new tariff arrangements between Ger- 
many and the United States ~include 
concessions to Germany in regard to con- 
sular regulations and Treasury-- rulings 
which will considerably reduce the duties 
on important German imports, while 
other countries receive no benefit, even 
under most-favoured-nation arrange- 
ments ; and if he proposes to insist on 
the extension of similar concessions to 
merchandise sent from this ,country to 
the United States. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: My right hon. 


friend is informed that a modus 
rvivendi is being arranged between 
Germany and the United States. 


Nothing is at present settled, but it is 
probable that negotiations for tariff 
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arrangements will follow. In the event 
of British trade being affected, His 
Majesty’s Government will of course 
enter into such communications with the 
United States Government as may be 
required, 


Questions. 


The Hague Conference and the Limitation 
of Armaments. 

Mr. LONSDALE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether the question of the limitation of 
armaments is included in the formal 
programme of the Hague Conference. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The subject was 
not included in the original programme 
of subjects for discussion which was 
communicated to the Powers in April 
last, but since then the question of 
discussing it at the Conference has been 
under consideration. No further state- 


ment can be made about the programme | 


of the Conference till the final invitation 
is issued by the Russian Government, 
who have been communicating with His 
Majesty’s Government and other Powers 
respecting it. 


Moray Firth. 

Mr. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, in view of the fact that 
some years since Sir Colin Scott 
Moncrief, at a meeting of delegates of 
Foreign Powers held at Christiania, 
carried a resolution to the effect that 
any area of water which a Government 
closes for scientific purposes should 
remain closed against all nationalities, 
will he consider the expediency of com- 
municating with the Foreign Powers, 
with a view to effect being given to that 
resolution in respect of the Moray Firth, 
seeing that those waters were closed by 
the British Government for the purposes 
of scientific research. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN : As the hon. Mem- 
ber is no doubt aware, scientific research 
was only one of the reasons which led 
His Majesty’s Government to sanction 
the by-law of 1892, which closed the 
Moray Firth to trawling. In view of 
important questions of general policy 
which are involved, and with which more 
than one Department of His Majesty’s 
Government is closely concerned, my 
right hon. friend is unable to give any 
undertaking that he will communicate 
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| with Foreign Powers in the sense desired 
by the hon. Member. 


North Sea Fisheries Investigation 
Expenditure. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Presi- 
| dent of the Board of Trade if he will 
state what sum has been expended under 
| the International Scheme for North Sea 
Fisheries Investigation by each of the 
participating Powers, viz., Great Britain, 
|Germany, Russia, Denmark, Holland, 
Sweden, Norway, and Finland. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: My right hon. 
friend has been requested by the Board 


| of Trade to reply to this Question, and 


he would refer the hon. Member to the 
Answer which he gave him to a similar 
Question on the 5th instant. 


Australia and the Suez Canal. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.): I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury when the correspondence be- 
tween His Majesty’s Government and 
the Australian Government about the 
'Suez Canal dues will be published for 
the information of Members. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: Papers on_ the 
|subject have already been laid on the 
Table on 4th March. 


Income Tax. 

Mr. GODDARD CLARKE (Camber- 
well, Peckham) : I beg toask Mr. Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer whether any special 
instructions have this year been issued to 
income-tax collectors as to increased exer- 
tions in the collection of the tax in South 
London ; and, if so, whether such instruc- 
tions may be so modified as to prevent 
undue pressure being brought to bear 
upon the smaller income-taxpayers of the 
community. 


THE CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. Asquirn, Fife, E.): 
No such instructions have been issued. 


Licence Duties. 

Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY (Padding: 
ton, N.): I beg to ask Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer if his attention has 
been directed to the fact that brewers 
and distillers pay merely nominal 
licence duties, £1 and £10 respectively, 








+ See Col. 613-14. 
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irrespective of the size of their 
businesses or profits; and if he can) 
see his way to introduce graduated | 
duties, which shall have regard to the | 
scale upon which brewing or distilling is 
carried on by the various licensees. 


Mr. ASQUITH: The licence duties 
are as stated. The principle of graduated 
wl valorem duties is not applied (nor is it, 
in my opinion, applicable) to licences 
which confer no monopoly privilege, but | 
which are issued principally for registra- 
tion purposes. 


West Indian Ecclesiastical Charges. 

Mr. HAROLD COX: I beg to ask | 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether his attention has been 
called to a sum of £1,372 10s. charged | 
upon the Consolidated Fund for the 
salaries of the ecclesiastical establishment | 
in the West Indies ; how long this charge 
has been in existence ; what is the aggre- | 
gate sum that has been paid by the tax- | 
payers of the United Kingdom on this | 
account ; and whether the taxpayers of | 
Jamaica or of any other West India | 
island make any contribution towards the | 
salaries of the clergy of the United | 
Kingdom. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: The charge for the | 
ecclesiastical establishment in the West 
Indies has been borne on the Consolidated 
Fund since 1524. The aggregate sum paid 
amounts to £1,126,960. In 1868, pro- 
vision was made by Act of Parliament for | 
the gradual reduction and final extinction | 
of the charge. Although the payments 
in 1905-6 amounted, as shown in the 
Finance Accounts for that year, to 
£1,372, 10s., the annual sum now payable 
has been reduced to £522 10s. 


Treatment of Girl Offenders. 

Mr. MYER: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department 
if he can see his way to advise that, in 
future, when young girls convicted under 
the First Offenders Act are sent by 
magistrates to a remand home they 
shall be accompanied by a female warder 
through the public streets instead of, as 
now, by a police officer. 





THE SECRETARY or STATE For | 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Grap- 
STONE, Leeds, W.): The terms of the 
(Juestion seem to indicate some mis- 
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understanding on the part of the hon. 
Member. Convicted persons are not sent 
to remand homes. Young girls con- 
victed and dealt with under the First 
Offenders Act are sometimes released on 
condition of their going to voluntary 
homes, and, when that is done, the 
practice in London is to send them there 
in charge of some one from the home, or, 
failing that, in charge of the matron. 
Possibly, however, the bon. Member 
refers to unconvicted prisoners remanded 
to the remand homes. In London such 
cases are sent in charge of a matron in a 
cab, but a police constable accompanies 
them. If the hon. Member will give me 
particulars of any case he has in view, 
I will make inquiries. 

Mr. MYER: I noticed a case last 
Tuesday. 


Crime in the Holderness Division of 
Yorkshire. 

Mr. J. MACVEAGH (Down, S.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department whether he can state 
the total number of indictable offences 
reported to the police in the Holderness 
Division of Yorkshire in the last twelve 
months for which statistics are available ; 
in how many of these cases prosecutions 
were instituted; in how many cases 
juries refused to convict the accused ; and 
how many offences were committed in 
the different branches of serious crime. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I can give the 
fi.ures for the Police Division of Hoider- 
ness and the Borough ot Beverley, which 
together include nearly the whole of the 
Parliamentary Division of Holderness. 
In the year 1906, 101 indictable offences 
were reported to the police—three 
offences against the person, five oilences 
against property with violence, ninety-one 
offences against property without violence, 
and two cases of attempted suicide. 
Kighty-six persons were prosecuted, but 
most of them were dealt with summarily. 
Twelve persons were committed for trial, 
of whom three were acquitted and nine 
convicted, 


Mr. REDDY (King’s County, Birr) : 
How many cases came from the district 
of Tranby Croft ? 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): How 
many of the crimes were agrarian and 
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in how many cases did the jury refuse 
to agree ! 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I have given the | 


House all the information I have. 


Mr. MOORE: Will the right hon. | 


Gentleman inquire ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I do not think | 


it necessary. 


Administration of the Aliens Act. 
Major SEELY (Liverpool, Aber- 


cromby): I beg to ask the Secretary of | 


State for the Home Department whether 
a woman, named Monita Greplowski, 


who was on her way to join her husband | 
at Glasgow, was rejected by the immigra- | 


tion board at Grimsby on Ist March and 
ordered to return to Russia; and, if so, 
will he take steps, by amending the 
Aliens Act, to prevent a recurrence of 
such Gases. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I have made 
inquiry and find that the woman was 
refused leave to land on the ground that, 
in the words of the Act, she was, owing 
to a disease, viz., trachoma, likely to 
become a detriment to the public. She 
could produce no evidence of her marriage, 
had not seen her husband for two years, 
and had no letter from him or other 
evidence that he wished her to join him. 
The Medical Inspector stated that the 
trachoma was in an advanced stage, and 
this opinion was confirmed by a medical 
man acting on behalf of the woman. 
Another medical man was a member of 
the Board which heard the case. The 
Board inform me that they were unani- 
mously of opinion that in these circum- 
stances and as the woman was of a class 
in which it would be impossible for her 
to receive such treatment as would result 
in acure of her disease—assuming that 
a cure is in any case possible—her 
admission would be a danger to the 
public. 


Major SEELY: Are we to under- 
stand that if a woman on her way to 
join her husband is found to be suffering 
from trachoma she will be refused 
admission ? 

Mr. GLADSTONE: 


There was no 


proof she was on her way to join her | 


busband. 
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Mason SEELY: But take such a 
case—would the woman under such cir- 
cumstances be rejected ? 


Questions. 


| Mr. GLADSTONE: If found to be 
| suffering from a dangerous disease I take 
it she would be rejected. 


Major SEELY asked whether the 
right hon. Gentleman would amend the 
| Act 


Mr. GLADSTONE: The hon. and 
gallant Member has not indicated the 
direction in which he desires the Act to 
' be amended. Does he wish so to amend 

it as to admit aliens sutfering from danger- 
ous contagious diseases ? 


Masor SEELY: Certainly. 


Free trade in 


An HON. MEMBER : 


| disease now. 


Returns of Industrial Warfare. 


Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department if his attention 
has been directed to the fact that while, 
according to Return No. 25 of 19th Feb- 
ruary, 1907, 8,678 men were killed and 
23,773 men were injured in British war- 
like operations in the six years 1895-1903, 
about 25,000 persons were officially re- 
ported as killed and 700,000 officially 
reported as wounded in industrial opera- 
tions in the United Kingdom in the same 
six years; and whether, in view of the 
loss of life and health in peaceful opera- 
tions, he ean promise that by suitable 
Amendments of the Factory and other 
Acts, and by stringent administration, he 
will do his utmost to protect the industrial 
population. 


*Mr. GLADSTONE: The figures of 
persons killed or injured during the 
six years mentioned by — industrial 
accidents, given in the General Summary 
of the tenth Abstract of Labour Statistics 
issued by the Board of ‘Trade appear to be 
killed,26, 470, and injured, 615,352. They 
include accidents in the shipping, railway, 
and other industries, as well as the 
industries for which my Department is 
more particularly responsible. 1 wish to 
point out, however, that these figures are 
of no avail to indicate the risk involved 
in industrial occupations, unless account 
is also taken of the numbers employed. 
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I hope the House needs no assurance 
from me that the safety and health of 
our workpeople is a matter of daily and 
hourly anxiety to the Departments 
concerned. 


Tied Houses. 

Mr. SEARS (Cheltenham): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether, in the forthcoming 
legislation relating to licensing, the 
Government will introduce any provisions 
in the interest of the consuming public 
and of the tenants dealing with the tied. 
house system, and to make the holder of 
a licence a bona fide trader resident on 
the premises, and not restricted to the 
sale of beer and spirit of any one particu- 
lar brewery firm. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I am afraid I 
must ask to be excused answering this 
(Juestion before the Bill is introduced. 


Colliery Life Saving Appliances. 

Mr. BRACE (Glamorganshire, §.) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department what steps he has 
tiken, if any, to bring to the notice of 
the colliery owners and their officials in 
the United Kingdom the information 
collected by the two representatives sent 
to the Courri¢res Collieries, France, to 
investigate, on behalf of the British 
Government, the cause of that explosion 
and the method adopted in rescue 
work after that explosion; and, in 
face of the fact that two brave South 
Wales colliers have lost their lives 
at the recent explosion in Wales in 
consequence of there being no rescue 
apparatus at that colliery, what steps he 
proposes to take to prevent, so far as 
possible, a recurrence of such a catas- 
trophe as has happened to the two 
rescuers at Llwynhendy Colliery. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: The Courriéres 
Report was published, and summaries of 
it were communicated to the 
papers, and I have every reason to 
believe that both were widely read. It 
was of course referred to the Royal 
Commission. As my hon. friend is 
aware, that Commission, on which the 
English, Welsh, and Scottish miners are 
represented, has been examining for 
some time the causes of explosions in 
mines, the best safeguards to adopt, 
and also the question 
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It has been found difficult 
to determine which kind of these latter 
apparatus is the best, but the experiments 
which are being made with them are, I 
understand, nearly completed. I am 
fully alive to the importance of the 
question, which is receiving my special 
attention. 


Mr. BRACE: Has the right hon. 
Gentleman taken any steps to call the 
attention of colliery owners and colliery 
officials to the fact that the absence of 
life-saving appliances is a_ standing 
menace to the lives of men who engage 
in rescue work after explosions ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Of course the 
subject has been receiving attention for 
some time past, and I am sure those now 
inquiring into the matter are fully pos- 
sessed of the responsibility and urgency 
of the matter, and that they will report 
as soon as possible. 


Mr. BRACE: Will steps be taken to 
make known at once the opinion of 
experts as to the most suitable appliances 
without awaiting the decision of the 
Royal Commission ? 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I have already 
given instructions that inquiries shall be 
addressed to colliery owners with regard 
to organisation, so that as soon as the 
Commission make up their minds which 
is the best apparatus the organisation for 
its use may be well advanced. 


Advisory Committee on Commercial 
Intelligence. 

Str GILBERT PARKER (Graves- 
end): I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Trade if he will enlarge 
the terms of reference to the Advisory 
Committee on Commercial Intelligence 
to cover questions relating to Colonial 
as well as Foreign tariffs; and whether 
he will in future submit all proposed 
changes in the tariffs of our Colonies to 
the Advisory Committee for consideration 
by them. 


ask the President of the 
whether, in view of the 
fact that the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was 
established to supply information, inter 
alia, upon matters relating to Foreign 
and Colonial tariffs, he will submit th 


I beg also to 
Board of Trade 
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new Canadian tariff to the Advisory | 
Committee for consideration, and ask 
for their Report as to the general effect | 
upon the trade of this country which | 
might follow from the changes in the | 
tariff rates and by the non-tariff provi- | 
sions of the New Customs Bill of Canada. | 





| 
THE PRESIDENT or THE BOARD | 
oF TRADE (Mr. Lioyp-GrorcE, Car- | 
narvon Boroughs): The examination of | 
Colonial tariffs is part of the duty of | 
the Commercial Department of the | 
Board of Trade, but I do not think 
that the suggested enlargement of the 
reference to the Advisory Committee is 
expedient. The Committee represents 
india and the Colonies as well as the 
United Kingdom, and is concerned with 
the effect of Foreign tarits on the in- 
terests of various parts of the Empire. | 
I am not sure that the Colonial repre. 
sentatives would approve of a change 
which would make it part of their duties 
to report on Colonial tariff proposals. 


Imports of Agricultural Machinery 
at Hamburg. 
Mr. REMNANT (Finsbury, Holborn) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade if he is aware that the total 
imports in 1905 of agricultural machinery | 
into the free port of Hamburg were | 
valued at £100 only; and whether, | 
seeing that even if the whole of this | 
importation were British it would not | 
account for the want of agreement 
between British and German official 
figures as to the value of British agri- 
cultural machinery entering Germany, 
he will cause further inquiries to be 
made for the purpose of explaining the 
discrepancies pointed out. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: The hon. 
Member is under a_ misapprehension. 
The figure he quotes is that of the value | 
of agricultural machinery imported into 
Germany from the free port of Hamburg. | 


In reply to a further Question, 

Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE said there was 
a vast difference between the figures for 
machinery imported into Hamburg for | 
export into Germany and those imported 
for export elsewhere. 


British Imports from Austria-Hungary. 
Mr. REMNANT: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade if he | 
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is aware that, according to the Board of 
Trade Returns, the value of china and 
earthenware consigned from Austria- 
Hungary to the United Kingdom was 
£51,173 in 1904 and £17,194 in 1905, 
whereas according to the official Returns 
of the Austrian Government the exports 
to the United Kingdom of pottery, 
porcelain, etc., were £199,000 in 1904 
and £279,000 in 1905; and whether he 
can explain the discrepancy in the magni- 
tude and movement of these two sets of 
figures. 


Questions. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: The figures 
are correctly quoted by the hon. Member 
from the official Returns. I am causing 
inquiry to be made as to the explanation 
of the discrepancy. 


West Ham—Unemployed Women. 

Mr. THORNE (West Ham, 8.) : I beg 
to ask the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether his Board has come 
to any decision upon the application of 
the West Ham Distress Committee for a 
grant on behalf of a scheme for setting 
unemployed women to work, which has 
been stated to be under consideration. 


THE PRESIDENT or tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Jonn 
Burns, Battersea): I have not seen my 
way to making any grant to the distress 
committee for this purpose. 


Mr. THORNE asked whether the 
right hon. Gentleman refused to find 
money for granting work to women who 
registered their names. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: That is not so. 
The Local Government Board has granted 
money to three relief schemes for work- 
ing women, one in St. Pancras, one in 
Camberwell, and one at Poplar. These 
three schemes are in process of experi- 
ment and are sufficiently supported by 
funds. I do not see my way to go 
further. 


Mr. THORNE said the West Ham 


| Distress Committee had formulated a 


scheme for granting work to women if 


| money was forthcoming for the purpose. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: I considert bat 


| on the whole West Ham has been treated 


liberally. It has one-hundredth part of 
the population and it has had one-seventh 

















to 
th 
in 
ne 


su 
fo 


v5 we FR Is 


We 











1257 Questions. 


of the total money disbursed. It has a 
farm colony, large relief works, and a 
substantial grant towards emigration. 
For the moment I cannot see my way to 
grant any more. 


Medical Officers of Health—Return. 

*Sir J. DICKSON-POYNDER (Wilt- 
shire, Chippenham): I beg to ask the 
President of the Local Government Board 
if he will grant the Return relative to 
medical officers of health and inspectors 
of nuisances standing on to-day’s Paper. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: Ishali be happy 
to give my hon, friend a Return as to 
the matters referred to under the head- 
ings (a) and (ce) in his Motion, I have 
not the particulars referred to under (b). 
I will communicate with him on the 
subject of the Return before it is moved 
for. 

Food and Meat Inspection. 

Mr. ALDEN (Middlesex, Tottenham) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether the Public 
Health (Regulations as to Food) Bill will 
contain any scheme for creating a uni- 
form system of food and meat inspection 
throughout the whole of the London area. 


Mr. JOHN BURNS: The Bill which 
is now before the House does not itself 
prescribe schemes. It enables regulations 
to be made by the Local Government 
Board for the prevention of danger to 
public health from the importation, pre- 
paration, storage, and distribution of 
food, and one of its objects is thereby to 
secure uniformity and efficiency of inspec- 
tion in the case of particular foods or 
classes of foods for which control is neces- 
sary in the interests of public health, 
whether in London or elsewhere. 


Metropolitan Mail-Van Drivers. 

Mr. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.): I beg to ask the Postmaster- 

+ Return showing (a) the salaries of the 
Medical Officer of Health and Inspector of 
Nuisances employed by each of the Rural 
District Councils in any three English coun- 
ties; (b) the last annual Return of the general 
expenses incurred by such Officers ; (c) the 
number of eases in which a Rural District 
Council, in any of the three selected counties, 
has obtained, under the Local Government 
Act, 1888, from the County Council, out of the 
Exchequer Contribution Account, payment of 
half the salaries of their Medical Officer and 
their Inspector of Nusiances. 
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General whether he has now completed 
his inquiry respecting the wages and 
conditions of service of the metropolitan 
mail van drivers ; and whether he is in 
a position to state the decision at which 
he has arrived. 


Questions. 


Tue POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
SyDNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Pop- 
lar): I was satisfied from the informa- 
tion supplied me by the Board of Trade 
and from elsewhere that the wages and 
conditions of service of the carmen in 
London, working under Post Office 
contracts, required revision. Owing, 
however, to the varying nature of car- 
men’s work, it seemed impossible to assert 
that there was in London a definite “ fair 
wage” recognised by employers and 
men. I therefore entered into negotia- 
tions with the contractors in London. 
These negotiations have resulted in an 
arrangement by which concurrently with 
certain modifications in the terms of the 
various mail cart contracts, the minimum 
wages that shall be deemed to satisfy the 
requirements of the fair wages clause are 
to be as follows:—For single horse 
drivers 25s. a week; for pair horse 
drivers 27s. per week. In addition to 
the wage, complete uniform is to be 
provided, the prime cost of which amounts 
to over ls. 3d. a week. The hours 
during which the carmen are to be on 
duty are not to exceed twelve a day, 
from yard to yard (or in certain excep- 
tional cases seventy-two a week), beyond 
which overtime is to be paid. These 
conditions compare favourably with those 
of other employers, and show a consider- 
able improvement on the conditions 
hitherto prevailing under the Post Office 
contracts. The new rates will come into 
force on the first of next month. I desire 
to place on record the reasonable and 
fair spirit in which the various con- 
tractors met my representative through- 
out the negotiations. 


Australian Mail Service. 
Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 


E.): I beg to ask the Postmaster-General 
if the arrangements have been completed 
for the new Australian mail service ; 
whether in future, as heretofore, it is 
intended that a weekly despatch of mails 
to Australia shall take place ; and whether 
there is any discontinuance of the 
Australian mail service via San Francisco. 
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Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : The present 
weekly service maintained by the Penin- 
sular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company under contract with the In- 
perial Post Office and by the Orient 
Steam Navigation Company under con- 
tract with the Commonwealth Post Office 
in alternate weeks provides for the 
conveyance of mails under the existing 
conditions until the 31st of January, 
1908. I am at present considering the 
arrangements to be made after that date 
in regard to the fortnightly service under 
my control. I understand that the 
Australian Government desirous of 
maintaining an alternating service of its 
own; but I have no official information 
as to the action which is being taken by 
that Government. So far corre- 
spondence for Australia is concerned the 
San Francisco route is used only at the 
request of the senders. I understand 
that one voyage included in the time 
table is to be omitted and that the 
service in the homeward direction is now 
somewhat irregular. ‘The trans Pacific 
service is not under Imperial control. 


is 


as 


The “People’s Friend.” 
Mr. WILKIE (Dundee): I beg to ask 
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the Postmaster-General whether, seeing | 


that such publications as the People’s 
Friend cost when sent through the post 
one penny, although weighing under 23 
ounces, and that other publications, 
weighing up to three pounds, can pass 
through the Post Office for one halfpenny, 
he will take steps to have this difference 
of treatment removed. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: The privi- 
lege of transmission at the newspaper 
rate of postage given by the Post Office 


Act, 1870, is not dependent upon the | 


weight of a publication, but, primarily 
upon the nature of its contents. The 
publishers of the People’s Friend with 
whom I have recently been in corre- 
spondence, inform me that they are unable 
to modify the character of the paper so 
as to bring it under the statutory defini- 
tion of a “newspaper.” Under these 
circumstances I have no power to admit 
it under the newspaper rate. 


Mr. C. E. PRICE (Edinburgh, Central): 
In view of the great grievance felt by 
the working classes on this subject, will 
the right hon. Gentleman introduce the 
necessary legislation / 
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Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON : That would 


open up a very large question. 


Questions. 


Post Office Telephone Wires. 

Mr. RAWLINSON (Cambridge Uni- 
versity): 1 beg to ask the Postmaster- 
General whether he is aware that a 
Post Office telephone wire has been taken 
across certain properties called Hylands 
and Hylands House, Epsom, without the 
consent of the occupiers or owners of the 
said properties ; whether this was done 
with his authority ; and, if not, whether 
he will take any, and what, steps to pre- 
vent the occurrence of similar trespasses 
in other parts of the country. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: There 
appears to have been some irregularity in 
the manner in which the wire in ques- 
tion was erected, and a meeting has been 
arranged between one of my officers and 
the occupier of Hylands House to discuss 
the matter. No general question arises 
such as to require action on my part. 


Education Bill Grant of 1906. 

Sir H. NORMAN (Wolverhampton, 
S.): I beg to ask the President of the 
Board of Education whether the sum of 
£1,000,000 a year, provided for educa- 
tional purposes under the Fducation Bill 
of 1906, will still be available for those 
purposes ; and, if whether he will 
consider such application of the money in 
question as will secure that there shall be 
a public elementary school under popular 
control within reach of every child whose 
parents desire the same. 


SO, 


THE PRESIDENT or THE BOARD or 
EDUCATION (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
mouthshire, N.): The additional grant of 


£1,000,000 ineluded in the Bill of last 


session was necessitated to a con- 
siderable extent to meet the ex- 
penditure which would have been 
thrown on local authorities if the Bill 


had become law. As my hon, friend is 
aware, owing to circumstances which it is 
not in the power of this House to con- 
trol, the law has remained unchanged, 
and I fear, therefore, I can hold out no 
hope that the additional grant will be 
available. 


Education Department Staff. 
Mr. SAMUEL ROBERTS (Shettield, 
Ecclesall): I beg to ask the President 
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of the Board of Education what eco- | 


Questions. 
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in the £ or over in the year preceding 


nomies and reductions of personnel in| the grant. 


the English section of the Education | 
Department will result from the appoint- | 
ment of officials, not hitherto members of | 
the Civil Service, to control public ele- | 
mentary education in Wales. 

Mr. McKENNA: The new officials | 
will not control public elementary edu- | 
cation, or any other form of education ; | 
they will carry out the administration | 
and inspection of education of all grades 
in Wales under the control of the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Education. I 
cannot yet say to what extent the three 
new appointments from outside may | 
render possible a reduction of the staif| 
of the Board of Education beyond that 
already announced. 


Monitors in Elementary Schools. 

Mr. BRIDGEMAN : I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education 
whether the monitor system in ele- 
mentary schools is encouraged by the | 
Board; what arrangements “the Board 
makes for aiding their instruction ; and 
how many of them ultimately become 
pupil teachers. 





Mr. MCKENNA: The Board offer no 
encouragement to the employment of 
menitors in public elementary schools, in 
view of the importance of postponing 
as long as possible any such interruption | 





Board do not, 
employment of young persons, in certain 


matters of class routine, other than 
teaching, especially in infant classes. | 
have no information as to the last para- | 
graph of the Question. 


Special Grants. 

Mr. BRIDGEMAN: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education, if te 
can state the nature of the special grants 
to certain local education authorities, for 
which a decrease of £200,000 is estimated 
for under Class 4, 1, 2, ¢. 6. 


Mr. McKENNA: The grants in 
question were in aid of the expenditure 
of local education authorities which had | 
been under 
rate for elementary education of ‘Is. 


VOL. CLXX. [FourtH SERIEs.] 


| Chorley) : 


/of the 


: ; . | Department will administer 
cf the young person’s general education | 


as is entailed by monitorial duties. The | 
however, prohibit the | 


: é . | ary education 
circumstances, to assist the teachers in| ©; 


|required for 


ithe hon. 


Provision for New Schools. 

Mr. BRIDGEMAN: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Education, if 
| he will state by what method he proposes 
to allot the £100,000 for special provision 
for new schools entered in Estimates, 
Class 4,1, 3, ¢. 6; and for what purpose 
is it provided. 


Mr. MCKENNA: The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer has allowed £100,000 to 
be placed on the Estimates with a view to 
enabling the Board, as and when occasion 
requires and within the limits of this 
sum, to furnish the means for providing a 
public elementary school in cases where 
the only existing school accommodation 
is wholly of a denominational character 
and a strong demand is made by the 
parents for an undenominational school. 


Lorp BALCARRES (Lancashire, 
And how many children will 
| thus be accommodated ? 


Mr. McKENNA: It is impossible to 
say. 


Welsh Education Department and 
Education Trusts. 

Lorp EDMUND TALBOT (Sussex, 
Chichester) : I beg to ask the President 
3oard of Education, if the Welsh 
charitable 
education trusts in Wales. 


Mr. McKENNA: As regards second- 
the Answer is in the 
attirmative. As regards elementary 
edueation it may be necessary to retain 
|for a time the existing arrangements 
| pending the concentration of all branches 


of the Board’s work in the new building. 


Cost of Primary Education. 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Educa- 
tion if he can state the exact amount 
primary education in 
England and Wales in the present 
Estimates. 


Mr. McKENNA: I am not sure what 
Member would inelude in 
primary education, and I must refer him 


the necessity of levying a} to the Estimates themselves which are 
6d. | now published. 


2Y 
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Questions. 


Election Expenditure. 

Mr. CROOKS (Woolwich): I beg to 
ask Mr. Attorney-General whether he 
proposes to bring in a Bill to amend the 
Corrupt Practices Act with regard to 
Parliamentary and municipal elections, 
so as to make it illegal for any outside 
persons spending money or incurring 
expenditure to promote the candidature 
of any person who is a candidate beyond 
the expenditure allowed by law to be 
expended by any candidate. 


Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Sir 
JOHN Watton, Leeds, 8.): I have 
already said I hope to be able to bring in 
a Bill on this subject. It was, I think, 
the intention of Parliament to limit 
expenses during elections in the interests 
of candidates as well as with the object 
of securing the purity and simplicity of 
elections. That aim of the Corrupt 
Practices Act has not been fully realised. 


Clifton Park Agricultural Experiments. 

Sir J. JARDINE (Roxburghshire): I 
beg to ask the hon. Member for South 
Somerset, as representing the President 
of the Board of Agriculture, whether the 
Board distributes information to land- 
owners and farmers through the county 
councils as to new machines and pro- 
cesses, artificial manures and their results, 
dairy work and cheese-making, etc. ; and 
whether the Board will in that or some 
other way bring to the notice of the 
agricultural classes the fact that at 
Clifton-on-Bowmont, near Kelso, in the | 
county of Roxburgh, a demonstration 
farm has been established by a Scottish 
landowner, Mr. Robert H. Elliot, of 
Clifton Park, at his own expense and at 
all times open, to enable farmers to see 
in operation on the land itself the Clifton 
Park system of agriculture, especially the 
renovation of exhausted soils by the | 
planting of certain roots and crops of a | 
remunerative kind, without the use of | 
artificial manures. 


| 


Sir EDWARD STRACHEY (Somer- 
setshire, $.): The Answer to the first 
part of my hon, friend’s Question is in | 
the aflirmative. The Board are fully | 
acquainted with the interesting experi- 
ments carried on by Mr. Elliot at Clifton. 
He was good enough to prepare an article 
on the subject which we published in our 
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Journal tor December, 1901, and attention 
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was also directed to his work in detail in 
an article by Professor Middleton on the 
“Formation of Permanent Pastures ” 
which appeared in our Journal for 
November, 1905. Mr. Elliot’s methods 
und the generosity and public spirit with 
which he has conducted his experiments 
and made them available for inspection 
by all who are interested are well-known 
in agricultural circles. 


Gooseberry Cultivation. 

Mr. ROWLANDS (Kent, Dartford) : 
| I beg to ask the hon. Member for South 
| Somerset, as representing the President 
| of the Board of Agriculture, whether he 
| can supply any information of the total 
| 
| 





commercial value of the gooseberry crop 
of Great Britain ; and could he confirm 
| the estimate that the gooseberry crop of 
the Wisbeach district alone is worth an 
annual average value of about £20,000. 


Sm EDWARD STRACHEY: There 
were over 80,000 acres nnder_ small 
fruit in Great Britain last year, of which 
5,279 acres were in Cambridgeshire and 
4,810 acres in Norfolk. We have, how- 
ever, no information as to the acreage 
under particular descriptions of small 
fruit, and we cannot therefore test the 
accuracy of the estimate to which my 
hon. friend refers. We propose during 
the current year, to obtain more detailed 
statistics as to fruit culture in England, 
which is, I am glad to say, steadily in- 
creasing both in importance and extent. 


Ecclesiastical Commission and Estate 
eases. 


Mr. WEDGWOOD: I beg to ask the 
right hon. Member for the Hallam 
Division of Shettield, as representing the 
Church Estates Commission, whether he 
can say what was the total number of 
leases granted by the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners during 1906; and how 
many of these contained a prohibitive, 
and how many a restrictive, covenant 
with regard to the sale of beer, wine and 
spirits. 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY (Sheffield, 
Hallam): The total number of leases 
granted by the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sioners in 1906 was 625. It is and has 
heen for over twenty years the practice 
of the Commissioners to insert in all 
building leases and leases of house 


property granted by them, covenants 

















i <i ee SR. ee ts ae 





in 
1e 


or 


1s 


ts 
nn 


yp 











1265 (Questions. 


absolutely prohibiting the sale on the 
demised premises of beer, wine and 
spirits, except in cases of lettings ex- 
pressly for hotels or licensed houses. 
The number of leases of licensed houses 
granted in 1906 was two, both of which 
were renewals of former leases. 


Ecclesiastical Commissioners and the 
Suppression of Licensed Houses. 

Mr. C. NICHOLSON: I beg to ask 
the right hon. Member for the Hallam 
Division of Shettield, as representing the 
Church Estates Commission, whether 
he will sav what public-houses or beer- 
houses on the estates of the Keclesiastical 
Commissioners were suppressed or re- 
newed during 1906; and of these how 
many were suppressed without compensa- 
tion; and what is the number and the 
estimated capital value of the public- 
houses and beer-houses respectively now 
on the estates of the said Commis- 


sioners. 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY: In 1906 
the nunber of public-houses of which 
the leases were renewed by the Com- 
missioners was 2, the number of those of 
which the leases lapsed and of which 
the licences were allowed by the Com- 
missioners to lapse at the same time (with- 
out compensation) was four, In some 
cases during the year notices have been 
received that the question of renewal has 
heen referred to Quarter Sessions under 
the Act of 1904, but these cases, so far as 
I am aware, still await the decision of 
(QJuarter Sessions. The total number of 
public-houses on the Commissioners’ 
estates Is 332. The Commissioners have 
not the information necessary to enable 
me to answer the hon. Member’s Ques- 
tion so far as it relates to beer-houses. 
These, however, are always suppressed 
voluntarily by the Commissioners so soon 
as the properties upon which they stand 
come into the possession of the Commis- 
sioners. I am unable to give any esti- 
mate of the capital value of the public- 
houses, 


Mr. EVERETT (Suffolk, Woodbridge) : 
I beg to ask the right hon. Member for 
Shettield, Hallam Division, as represent- 
ing the Church Estates Commission, 
whether he will say if the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners are prepared to take into 
consideration the evils connected with 
the presence on licensed premises of 
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children, and to make it a condition of 
their assent in future to the licensing of 
premises, other than residential hotels, 
on their estates that persons under four- 
teen years of age shall not be allowed 
thereon. 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY: The Ec- 
Commissioners regard the 
grave question of the presence of young 
people on licensed premises as one to be 
dealt with by general legislation, and not 
one in which any such action as the 
hon. Member suggests by them as ground 
iandlords of some licensed houses could 
be in any degree effectual. If such con- 
ditions were inserted by the Commis- 
sioners in their leases they would have 
no means of ensuring the observance of 
them. 


clesiastical 


Crofter Commission. 

Mr. CATHCART WASON (Orkney 
and Shetland): 1 beg to ask the Secre- 
tary for Scotland if his attention has 
been directed to the fact that the 
Crofters’ Commission is largely in arrears 
with its work, especially in Orkney and 
Shetland ; and if, in view of the Small 
Landholders Bill, he will take measures 
to expedite the hearing and settlement 
of all cases that are now pending, several 
for a number of years. 


Tue SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Srncuatr, Forfarshire): The in- 
formation I have received is that the 
arrears to be dealt with by the Commis- 
sion are not greater than at the close of 
recent years. The number of cases 
pending in Orkney and Shetiand is forty- 
two and fifteen. After the publication 
of the Report now about to be issued the 
Commissioners will arrange to hear out- 
standing cases with all practicable speed. 


Illegal Trawling in the Moray Firth. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary for Scotland if he will state the 
number of foreign trawlers prosecuted 
for trawling in the Moray Firth since 
the decision in the High Court of 
Justiciarv, and the result of such 
prosecutions. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: Since the decision 
in the High Court of Justiciary, nine 
different men have been charged with 
twenty offences. In three cases the 
complaints were withdrawn pro loco et 
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tempore ; in the remaining cases convic- 
tions were obtained. The penalties in 
two cases were £75 or forty day’s im- 
prisonment, in the remainder £100 or 
sixty days for each offence. 


Questions. 


Mason ANSTRUTHER-GRAY : How | 


many of these men were foreigners ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I ask for 


notice of that. 


must 


Tweed Fishery Prosecutions. 


Sir J. JARDINE: I beg to ask the 
Secretary for Scotland if the discontent 


produced by the number of arrests and | 


prosecutions under the Tweed Fishery 
Laws has been brought to his notice, and 
if he can state the number of persons 
prosecuted in the counties of Roxburgh 
and Selkirk in the year 1906. 

Mr. SINCLAIR: 
The statistics are made up to 3lst May 
in each year and the number of persons 
prosecuted in the counties of Roxburgh 
and Selkirk for the vear ending 31st May, 
1906, was 122. For the period from 
that date to 9th February, 1907, the 
number was 106, 


Line Fishing in the Moray Firth. 

Mr. ANNAN BRYCE (Inverness 
Burghs): I beg to ask the Secretary for 
Scotland whether he is aware that since 
the more strict enforcement of the 
regulations against trawling in the Moray 
Firth, there has been a marked improve- 
ment in the takes of the line fishermen ; 
and whether the Fishery Board considers 
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Questions. 


Island of Lewis—Sanitation. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg toask the Secretary 
for Scotland whether he is aware that on 
page 56 of the last Report of the Local 
Government Board for Scotland it is 
stated that the present condition of 
affairs in the Island of Lewis cannot be 
allowed to continue, and that it is 
be in the 
district a proper staff consisting of a 


| medical ofticer of health and at least one 


sanitary inspector, giving their whole 


| time to their duties ; and, seeing that it 


is now nearly two years since the Local 


/ Government Board for Scotland received 
| from their medical inspector, Dr. Dittmar, 


a Report calling attention to the deplor- 
able sanitary condition of the townships 
in the island, will he state whether any 
application has yet been made to the 
Treasury for the funds requisite to deal 
with the question ; and, if not, will he 


explain why this has not been done. 


The facts of this | 


matter have been brought to my notice. | the 


Mr. SINCLAIR: I am well aware of 
facts. The matter is under the 
serious consideration of all the depart- 
ments concerned, but as my hon. friend 
knows, it is not a simple problem, and I 
am not at present able to make any 
statement. 


Island of Lewis—Public Health Require- 


that the improvement in the take is due | 


to the diminution of trawling. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: Iam aware that the 
haddock fishing prosecuted from Fraser- 
burgh to Wick during July and December 


last, yielded better results than those | 


obtained during the corresponding period 


of 1905, but I am also informed there | 


was a similar improvement in the case of 
the fishing prosecuted from several of the 
districts between Peterhead and 
mouth. It would therefore be difficult 


Eve- | 


to say whether this increased yield could | 
he attributed directly to a diminution in 
trawling. 


ments. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary for Scotlandif he will state what 
sum falls to the share of Scotland under 
the General Aid Grant for the current 
year, and will he consider the expediency 
of applying a portion of that sum to the 
public health requirements in the Island 
of Lewis, especially bearing in mind that 
the last Report of the Local Government 
Board sets forth that the local authority 
express their inability to deal with the 
subject on account of the public health 
assessment for the island being already 
at its maximum. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The amount of 
General Aid Grant for the financial vear 
1907-8 (including a re-vote of £75,900) 
is £305,618. The Minute providing for 
the distribution of the Grant will be laid 
on the Table of the House to-day. No 
portion will be specifically set aside to 
meet the public health requirements of 


the Island of Lewis, but it will be open 
‘to any School Board to apply its share of 
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the Grant or any portion thereof to) have yet been made regarding a second 


improving the health conditions of its 
schools. 


Whale Fisheries Bill. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND: I beg to ask 
the Secretary for Scotland whether a 
Government Bill is to be introduced to 
regulate Whale Fisheries in Scotland, 
and, if so, when. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: It is my intention 
to introduce the Bill referred to and I 
hope to do so on an early date. 


Highland Crofters. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary for Scotland in view of the growing 
dissatisfaction in the Highland crofting 
counties at the delay in introducing a 
Bill to amend the Crofters’ Act of 1886, 
will he consider the expediency of intro- 
ducing before Easter a Bill to meet the 
requirements of the Highlands, leaving 
the rest of Scotland to be dealt with in a 
separate measure. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The Bill will be in- 
troduced as soon as possible. The sugges- 
tion of my hon, friend was carefully con- 
sidered and rejected last year ; and there 
is no intention of departing from that 
decision. 


Rosslare Telegraph Facilities. 

Mr. FFRENCH (Wexford, 8.) : I beg 
to ask the Postmaster-General whether 
his attention has been called to the fact 
that a cross-channel steamer service is 
now operating daily at the port of 
Rosslare, on the cost of Wexford, but 
that no telegraph office exists for the con- 
venience of travellers and the general 
public ; and will he direct that this want 
shall be immediately supplied. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: Rosslare 
pier is only open to persons travelling by 
the steamers, and there is no case there- 
fore for establishing a public (postal) 
telegraph office there. The Great 
Southern and Western Railway Company 
had at one time a public telegraph oftice 
at Rosslare Pier Station, and if they are 
willing to re-open it I shall certainly 
make no objection. 

Postal Deliveries near the Rosslare 

Railway. 

Mr. FFRENCH: I beg to ask the 

Postmaster - General whether inquiries 


delivery at the various villages through 
which the Rosslare Railway passes ; and 
if he can say what is the decision arrived 
at. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: The in- 
quiries in the matter, which necessarily 
take some time owing to the extent of 
the district affected, are not yet com- 
pleted, but I hope shortly to be able to 
effect some improvement in the postal 
service at some, at least, of the villages 
in question by making use of the railway, 
as suggested. 


Greystones Harbour. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.): On behalf of the hon. Member for 
East Wicklow, I beg to ask the Secretary 
to the Treasury whether he is aware of the 
condition of Greystones harbour, and of 
the fact that, with a view to finding a 
remedy for it and some means of improv- 
ing it, a local committee of representa- 
tive men has been formed; that this 
committee has employed an engineer to 
make an estimate of the cost of improve- 
ment; that the committee asked the 
Board of Works to allow its engineer to 
see the original plans and sections of the 
harbour in order to facilitate him in his 
work; that the Board of Work have 
refused the committee’s request; and 
will he see that the committee is 
facilitated in its work by the Board of 
Works or any other Irish department or 
board they may make any reasonable 
application to. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN: I understand the 
facts to have been correctly stated by 
the hon. Member. He has, however, 
omitted to mention that the Board ot 
Works upon receiving the application 
inquired the purpose for which it was 
made and were informed that the 
committee wished its engineer “to 
prepare a scheme for the improvement of 
the harbour with a view to getting a free 
grant from the Government ” and that it 
was to serve this end that the inspection 
of the plans was desired. As_ the 
decision of the Treasury not to make a 
grant had been announced in answer to a 
Question by the hon. Member of the 5th 
December lastt the Board of Works 
thought that no useful purpose would be 
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served by complying with the committee's 
request. 


Law of Compensation for Malicious 
Injury. 

Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, 8.): I 
beg to ask the Prime Minister whether 
he is aware that in Ireland there 
exists a law under which a_ person 
alleged to have suffered from malicious 
injury may receive compensation from 
the ratepayers of the district ; whether 
any such law exists in Great Britain ; 
and, if not, whether he will consider the 
necessity of extending the Irish law to 
Great Britain. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anp FIRST 
LORD or tHe TREASURY (Sin H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): 
I am informed that the facts are as stated 
in the first part of the Question, and that 
no similar law exists in Great Britain. 
Nor do I see any occasion for extending 
it to this country, but if the hon. Mem- 
ber introduced a Bill for that purpose 
I have no doubt it would be fully 
considered. 


Mr. HAYDEN: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman consider the advisability of 
extending the English law to Ireland ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 


There is no English law. 


Small Holdings Bill. 

Mr. ROGERS (Wiltshire, Devizes) : I 
beg to ask the Prime Minister whether, 
in view of the announcement that the 
Small Holdings Bill would be introduced 
in this House, he will state whether this 
Bill will be introduced before Easter, in 
order to give Members representing 
county divisions an opportunity for 
discussing its provisions with their con- 
stituents. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I am afraid I cannot at the moment 
add anything to the Answer I have 
already given to my hon. friend the 
Member for the Rugby Division and my 
hon. friend the Member for the Reigate 
Division. 


Police Reports to Irish Judges. 
Mr. HAYDEN: I beg to ask the 
Prime Minister if his attention has been 
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called to the fact that in Ireland the 
police authorities in each county furnish 
the going Judge of assize with a Report 
on the state of the county, and on offences 
other than those on the calendar for 
trial, and that it is the practice for the 
Judge to comment on these Reports ; that 
no such practice, either in regard to the 
Judge or the police, obtains in Great 
Britain ; and whether he will consider the 
advisability of extending the Irish 
practice to Great Britain, or the British 
practice to Ireland. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN ; 
I think the Answer to this Question is 
practically the same as I gave just now to 
the hon. Member. The facts are as stated 
in the first part of the Question, and the 
practice referred to is not followed in this 
country. Nor do I see any advantage in 
obtaining its introduction here. 


Mr. HAYDEN: Perhaps the right 
hon. Gentleman will consider the ad- 
visability of assimilating the law in the 
two countries ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I do not think that comes within my 
realm. 


Mr. HAYDEN: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman favourably consider a request 
for a Parliamentary return of Reports 


supplied by the police to Irish judges ! 
Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 


That (Juestion should be addressed to the 
Irish Government. 


The following Questions were asked on 
rr 
Thursday last :— 


Canadian Wheat Exports. 

Mr. REMNANT (Finsbury, Helborn) : 
I bee to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade, if he is aware that according to 
the Canadian Returns the exports of 
Canadian wheat to the United Kingdom 
amounted to 11,280,000 bushels in the 
twelve months ending 30th June, 1905, 
and to 36,028,000 bushels in the twelve 
months ending 30th June, 1906, and of 
flour 593,000 barrels, or 1,057,000 ewt. 
and 944,000 barrels, or 1,652,000 ewt. 
in the same time, whereas, according to 
the monthly Returns issued by the Board 
of Trade, the imports from Canada in 
the same periods amounted to 8,142,000 
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bushels and 19,708,000 bushels, respec- 
tively (assuming 60 lbs. to the bushel), 
and of flour 1,607,000 ewt. and 1,736,000 
ewt. respectively ; and whether he can 
explain the difference in these two sets 
of figures. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: The differ- 
ences between the figures alluded to by 
the hon. Member arise mainly from the 
fact that the figures given in the monthly 
accounts relating to trade and navigation 
with regard to imports of wheat and flour 
from Canada and the United States of 
America, classify such imports (except 
in cases where the official documents 
enable a distinction to be drawn between 
Canadian and United States produce) 
according to the country from which the 
produce was shipped direct to the United 
Kingdom. A certain amount of United 
States produce shipped via Canadian 
ports is accordingly classified as Canadian 
and vice versa. 


Mr. REMNANT: May I ask the right 
hon. Gentleman whether he did not base 
his figures on the Canadian Return when 
he stated that 92 per cent. of the wheat 
supply of Canada came to this country, 
whereas if he had relied on the British 
Blue-book it would have been only 50 per 
cent. 


Mr. LLOYD-GEORGE: Yes, I think 
I did quote from the Canadian book in 
that particular. 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of Lon- 
don): Can the right hon, Gentleman give 


the House any indication as to future 
business ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
said that on the following day the 
Reports of Civil Service and Army 
Supplementary Estimates would — be 
taken, and Committee of Ways and 
Means set up. On Wednesday the 
Report of the Civil Services Vote on 
account would be taken, and on Thursday 
the Report of the Army and Navy Votes, 
the Report of the Ways and Means 
Committee (after eleven o'clock), and the 
introduction of the Army Annual and 
Consolidated Fund Bills. Either on 
Tuesday or Thursday, if time permitted, 
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they might take other Army or Navy 
Votes. 
NEW MEMBER SWORN. 
John Henry Whitley, esquire, for the 
Borough of Halifax. 


NEW BILL. 
VALUATION (IRELAND) BILL. 

“To effect an equitable administration 
of any new general Valuation in Ireland,” 
presented by Mr. James O'Connor ; sup- 
ported by Mr. Field, Mr. Ffrench, and 
Mr. O'Malley ; to be read a second time 
upon Friday, 12th April, and to be 
printed. | Bill 101.] 


SUPPLY [8RpD ALLOTTED DAY]. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


{Mr. Emmorr (Oldham) in the Chair.] 


REVENUE 


CIVIL SERVICES AND 
1907-8 


DEPARTMENTS ESTIMATES, 

(VOTE ON ACCOUNT). 

Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That asum, not exceeding £21,410,000, 
be granted to His Majesty, on account, 
for or towards defraying the Charges for 
the following Civil Services and Revenue 
Departments for the year ending on the 
31st day of March, 1908, viz. :— 


CIVIL SERVICES. 


Cuass II. 
£ 
Colonial Office - - 25,000 
Crass IV. 

Scientific Investigation, ete. 24,000 
Board of Education = - - 7,000,060 
Ciass I. 

Royal Palaces - - - 20,000 
Osborne - Z : * 5,000 

Royal Parks and Pleasure 

Gardens - - - - 50,000 
Houses of Parliament Build- 

ings - - - - 20,000 
Salisbury Memorial — - - _— 
Miscellaneous Legal Build- 

ings, Great Britain - - 30,000 
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£ £ 
Art and Science Buildings Registrar General’s Office - 1,500 
1 ° . oO” ~ 5 ~ 
Great Britain - - - 25,000 | Local Government Board - 5,000 
Diplomatic and Consular 
Buildings - - = 50,000 | Ireland :— 
R Buildi 210,000. | 
Revenue Buildings — - - 210, : ‘! ; 
Public Buildings, Great Lord - Lieutenant’s House- 
Britai 200 ( hold - - - 2,000 
ritain - - - 200,000 
Servevs of ». the Chief Secretary’s Offices und 
S ys of the United bordi D 10.000 
Kingdom : é 90,000 —- sees nN yU 
Harbours under the Board epartment of Agriculture ' 
of Trade é 15.000 | ..and Technical Instruction 90,000 
"2 49°99 | Charitable Donations and 
Peterhead Harbour — - . 10,000. | aie on a _ 1,000 
Rates on Government | _ Bequests Office oe aan yp 
, n | Local Government Board - 30,000 
Property - 290,000 Public Record Off 2000 
Publie Works and Buildings, ublic Kecord Office - ‘ nape 
Reale $ ’ 95.009 | Public Works Office - - 16,000 
Railways, Ireland - - 35,000 | Registrar General's Office - 5,000 
; | Valuation and Boundary 
| Survey - - - - 7,000 
Crass II. | ‘ 
United Kingdom and England :— Crass III. 
House of Lords Offices . 10,000 | United Kingdom and England :— 
"ate - —— — . 20,000 | Law Charges - - . 30,000 
reasury and Subordinate _ | Miscellaneous Legal Ex- 
Departments - — - 40,000 |~ penses - - - 28.000 
Home Office ; : 70,000 | | Supreme Court of Judicature 140,000 
Foreign Office — - - - 24,000 Land R 16.000 
att See is and Registry - . , 
Privy Council Oftice — - : 5,000 County (ae : c 2 
Board or Trade iat ed 90,000 | | Police, England and Wales - 15,000 
Mercantile Marine Services - 32,000 | Prisons England and the 
Bankruptcy Department of Silonite 4 2 320.000 
B wot oo 1 500 | Reformatory and industeial 
card of Agriculture ant alee | Schools, Great Britain 130,000 
F isheries ap : ; 60,000 | Broadmoor Criminal Lunatic 
Charity Commission - - 15,000 | Asviem - q \ ’ 12.000 
Civil Service Commission — - 7000 | ~ * 
Exchequer and Audit De- Scotland :— 
partment : - , ee ee 
Friendly Societies Registry - 3,000 | 1s oe <i ais saaciigiias r 30.000 
Local Government Board - 85,000 | Register House, Edinburgh 15,000 
Lunacy Commission - - 5 ~  Viadteane teeateaie 2.000 
Mint (including Coinage) - ions: ; ; 35,600 
National Debt Office - 6, 000 | Prisons 
Public Record Ottice sd 10,000 Treland: oo 
Public Works Loan Commis- 
alan i . : F 500 | Law Charges and einmmans ncaa 
ake " ; ‘ cs ate Ss = = 25,000 
Registrar General's Office - 15,000 I's shes a + Sadie. "9 
Stationery and Printing 330,000 | png ‘= th, paner 
Woods, Forests, &e., Office of 8,000 Den’ Phi tg — 43.000 
Works and Public Buildings, | + agimapaeira 5 are, 
5 : : | Land Commission - - 100,000 
Office of - - . - 34,000 | A 2 BS ib ei = A) 
eit Cmiing ; ; 40,000 | County Court Officers, ve. 45,000 
j : | Dublin Metropolitan Police 60,000 
nee a | 0 al Irish Constabulary ‘ie 
| Prisons — - ~ - , 
Secretary for Scotland, Office | Reformatory and Industrial 
of - - . oie 25,000 | Schools - a 55,000 
Fishery Board - - . 5,000 ee Criminal Lunatic 
Lunacy Commission - — - 2,500 Asylum - - -— - 4,000 
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[276 
Ciass IV. | *Mr. LYTTELTON (St. George's, 
00 United Kingdom and England :— | Hanover Square): There is one matter 
100 = - £ which I hope will not be deemed to be 
a : ; 60,000 _controversial and upon which I desire, if 
Wational Gallery ; fs 10,000 possible, to obtain seme information from 
National Portrait Gallery - 3.000 | the Government: I refer to the organisa- 
00 Widen Colietion  - : 3000 | tion of what has hitherto been called the 
> ‘ se 

Universities and Colleges, Colonial Conference. 1 hope this ques- 

00 Great Britain, and Inter- | ton is not of a controversial character. 
mediate Education, Wales 60,000 | 2¥° years ago on behalf of the late 
0 pe ; Government I wrote a despatch in which 
Scotland :— certain propositions were made to the 
10 Public Edneation - - - 850,000 self-governing Colonies for the further 
0 National Galleries — - ¥ 3,000 | regulating of the Colonial Conference. 
10 Ireland :— The first suggestion was that the Con- 
10 Public Education id - 760,000 ference should henceforward be called 
10 Endowed Schools Com- the Imperial Council, or, as I should now 
imine « 7 J 409 | desire, the Imperial Conference. The 
0 National Gallery ; : 2,000 second was that there should be set up 
Queen's Colleges a ; 2500 3 committee or a commission containing 
representatives of both the mother and 
Crass V, daughter States, who, in the intervals 
Diplomatic and Consular between the succes-ive meetings of 
, Services : ‘ - 950,000 the Conference, should confer together 
y Colonial Services f - 350,000 | Upon the questions to be submitted to 
) Telegraph Subsidies and the Conference, digest them, and present 
) Pacific Cable - . 5 25,000 them for discussion in the most concise 
) Cyprus (Grant in Aid) : 49,000 and businesslike way possible. It was 
4 felt that the Colonial Premiers, at all 
4 Crass VI. times busy men, when they came here 
) Superannuation and Retired would not have a very long time in 
' Allowances’ - 300,000 which to dispose of their wide and com- 
Mise atleuaenia Castile ail plicated business. ‘Ihey would have to 
other Allowances. - 3 1,150 | meet also a storm of hospitality. The 
Hospitals and Charities, late Government, therefore, made these 
Ireland : 2 u 17,000 proposals, but I need hardly say 
) Savings Banks and Friendly they were made in full view of the root 
Societies Deficiencies  - oo principle, which has, J think, been firmly 
. established, that the footing of the parties 
Crass VIL. at the Conference shall be that of a mother 
! Temporary Commissions — - 28,000 State meeting daughter States on an 
Miscellaneous Expenses — - 7,943 equality. That principle, of which [ 
Repayment to the Local have been an advocate two or three 
, Loans Fund - - * oo years, received immense authority the 
Ireland Development Grant 100,000 | other day by the speech of my right 
sResaboistimaiabe ‘hon. friend on the subject of defence. 
Total for Civil Ser- |The proposals in the despatch to which I 
vices : : £13,980,000 | have referred did not in any way exclude 

pees — | the question of commercial preference ; 
the better organisation of the Conference 
REVENUE DEPARTMENTS. | was not, in my mind, in any degree a 

Customs = - ‘ ‘ - 350,000 | substitute for commercial preference, but, 
Inland Revenue - : - 830,000 if anything, an assistance to it. The 

Post Office - Z 2 6,250,000 | response of the self governing Colonies 
_ 7 |has on the whole been extremely 
Total for Revenue favourable. Australia, New Zealand, the 
Departments - - £7,430,000 | Cape, Natal, all in different ways met 
ea the proposal with great cordiality. So 
Grand Total £21,410,000 | Strong has been their representation, 
Sabitiadbiaced ‘indeed, that the Colonial Secretary has 
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put down as the first subject for discus- 
sion at the Colonial Conference next 
month the constitution of the Con- 
ference and the ancillary machinery 
whereby its proceedings may be 
made more businesslike and effective. 1 
believe that my proposals were received 
with substantial favour by many hon. 


Civil Services and Revenue 


Gentlemen opposite, as well as by 
my friends on this side. I had ex- 
pressed a doubt myself whether it 


would be wise or necessary, by any 
instruction to the Conference, to de- 
fine more closely its constitution, or 
to attempt to delimit its functions, 
for a study of Anglo-Saxon institutions 
seems to show that an institution may 
often wisely be left to develop in accord- 
ance with circumstances, and that it is 
well not to sacrifice elasticity and the 
power of adaptation to a premature 
definiteness of form. I still hold that 
opinion strongly, and I think the Com- 
mittee will see that the proposals that 
have been made do not conflict with that 
opinion. I ought to mention that the 
answer of Canada was not so cordial in 
her acceptance of the proposal, but I think 
the right hon. Member for the Forest of 
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| from the Colonial Office which have given 


offence, it was couched in a_ peculiarly 
unfortunate and ungracious form because 
it conveyed the impression that the 
Colonial Secretary was against these 
proposals, though they were approved 
by four out of five of the Colonies 
themselves. So much for that question, 
I will now turn to the subject of 
South Africa. As the Committee 
knows, the new Transvaal Assembly 
contains a large majority of Boer repre- 
sentatives over all the other Parties. The 
only comment I will make on that 


| state of things is to repeat the hope 
|I have on two previous occasions ex- 


pressed in regard to the general policy ot 
the granting of self-government to the 
Transvaal at this time, which is that 


‘the misgivings that are felt will not 


Dean exaggerated the case when he said ; 


that Canada was hostile. Although 
Canada showed some misgivings on the 
subject, she, at any rate, took up 
the position that she was fully prepared 
to discuss the question at the Conference, 
and desired that it should be so discussed. 
I confess I was surprised to find how the 
Colonial Secretary in a short despatch to 
the Colonies, on 22nd February last year, 
had expressed ‘himself in relation to this 
proposal. He said— 

** My predecessor committed to your Govern- 
ment, in his despatch of 7th Lecember last, 
the Parliamentary Paper containing the corre- 
spondence with various Colonial Governments 
arising out of his despatch of 20th April which 
dealt with certain proposals respecting the 
organisation of future Colonial Conferences. 
I do not feel myself called upon to adopt the 
recommendation of those proposals; but in 
view of the expressions of opinion received from 
the Colonies I think that it will be desirable 
that the scheme should be freely discussed 
when the Conference meets.” 

Well we all hope that it will be 
freely discussed. If that were intended 
as a mere declaration of neutrality on the 
part of the Colonial Secretary or that in 
that state of circumstances the noble 
Lord did not want to give himself 
away, no one would have any right to 
complain; but, like other despatches 


Mr. Lyttelton. 


be realised. But I must point out that, 
from the information received, many of 
the hopes and behefs of the Government 
in regard to the Transvaal have not been 
well founded or well considered. They 
hoped and believed that there would be 
an even balance of Parties; that a 
coalition Government would be formed 
and that Sir Richard Soloinon might be 
Prime Minister ; that the first action of 
the enfranchised community would be to 
sweep the Chinese out of the country if 
the coolies had not already availed of the 
invitation of his Majesty’s Government 
to repatriate themselves at the expense 
of the State. What has happened! The 
Committee knows very well the facts. 


Mr. LUPTON 
ford): Yes, it does. 


(Lincolnshire, Slea- 


*Mr. LYTTELTON : There is not a 
balance of Parties. The Boers are in 
a large majority ; General Botha, and 
not Sir Richard Solomon, is Prime 
Minister; those manacled slaves, the 
Chinese, have responded only to the 
extent of one and a fraction per cent. to 
the invitation to repatriate themselves, 
and all political Parties in the Transvaal 
have unanimously adopted the position 
that was taken up by the late Govern- 
ment that the Chinese should be kept 
only as long as was necessary, and no 
longer, in the event of native labour 
being able to replace them. Let me 
give a warning to the Government and 
to hon. Members behind them who take 
a sincere interest in this question with 
reference to humanity. On _ looking 
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through the new Blue-book I find 
that while the death-rate from disease 
among the Chinese employed in the 
mines amounts to only 11 per 1,000, 
the death-rate among the natives who 
labour in the mines is 37 per 1,000. 
Ido not think that any candid man or 
any man of common sense can say from 
a consideration of those figures that the 
Chinese coolies have been ill-used. I) 
have no objection to—indeed I strongly | 

| 





adyocate—the employment of natives, | 
provided they are of yon stamina. 
But I repeat my warning to the 
(rovernment and to those of their sup- 
porters who take a keen interest in the sub- 
ject from the humanitarian point of view 
not to take upon themselves the respon- 
sibility of unduly pressing the Transvaal 
Government to bring in natives who die 
at more than three times the rate of the | 
Chinese, especially as the Chinese are 
accustomed to working in the mines and 
are so satisfied with their lot that they 
refuse to return home at other people's 
expense. 


Newbury) said that the right hon. 
Gentleman had stated that the death- | 
rate of the Chinese coolies in the mines 
was very much less than that of the 
native labourers ; but was the right hon. 
(rentleman not aware that the death-rate | 
ot the natives in the Kimberley mines | 
was much less than that of those in the 
Rand mines, and that that was attri- 
hated to the bad treatment the natives 
had suffered in the latter mines ? 


| 
*Mr. MACKARNESS | 
| 


*Mr. LYTTELTON: I do 
know the circumstances and I do not 
believe it. If it is attributed to the | 
bad treatment of the 
falsely attributed. I have before me 
the Blue-book in which the official testi- 
mony distinctly denies that conclusion. 
I think that the interruption of the 
hon. Gentleman shows the _ hostile 
feeling and foolish and illiberal prejudices | 
which many people have against the 
managers of the mining industry on the 
Rand. 
one or two matters before the Committee 
which I am bound to say seriously affect 
the credit of the Government. Five years 
ago the Native Labour Association was 
established for the purpose of recruiting 
natives in South Africa. Before that 


| licence to 


‘against humbler 


not | 





natives it is! 


| tions. 
I wish in this Convention to bring | 


2? 
~ 


time priv ate recr uiting and with it gre eat 


abuses prevailed, but since the institu- 
tion of the Native Labour Association 
these abuses have ceased. Recently 
appeared a Mr. J. B. Robinson, the 
chief of a great mining group in the 
Transvaal. I have no knowledge of 


that gentleman, except that he seems 


to be a person of astuteness, for he 
has got the best of the Government 
in a transaction in which they _per- 


formed a not very distinguished part. 
This Government and their supporters 
who proclaim themselves anti-capital- 
ists, enthusiasts for equality of oppor- 
tunity, and who number among 
themselves just a few humdrum lovers 
of fair play, have given to this Mr. 
J. B. Robinson a monopoly, a perfectly 
unjustifiable preference in the recruit- 
ing of natives in Mozambique. Mr. 
Robinson was a member of the Native 


Labour Association for five years and 
derived great advantages from it— 


an association which, of course, depends 
for success upon agreement between its 
members, for the large mine-owner might 
otherwise undercut, and so starve the small 
mine-owner. ‘Then this austere, impartial 
Government gave to Mr. Robinson a 
recruit in Portugese terri- 


‘tory, but they refused licences to 
others without inquiry, the result 
heing that this particular capitalist 
had and would for months have the 


opportunity of organising a supply of 
competitive native labour against, not only 
his equals in the mining industry, but 
mine-owners for whom 
he will make the obtaining of recruits 
impossible. What is the reason for this ? 
It cannot be a reason founded on 
substance, because two parties who might 
he said to be independent in this matter 
—the Portuguese Government, through 
the Acting Governor of Mozambique, and 
Sir Godfrey Lagden, a name honoured in 
native administration all over South 
Africa—have expressed opinions against 
this competition for native labour, and 
have favoured the policy of action by one 
powerful organisation amenable to regula- 
The Governor General of 
Mozambique said— 

‘*Tt is not the desire of this Government to 
encourage in any way the different groups of 
mines to initiate either competitive recruiting 
or free recruiting, since it is apparent that in 
the actual circumstances this would result in 

| certain inconveniences without any assurance 
| of obtaining the result which is pretended of 
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an annual increase in the number of natives 
recruited.” 


Civil Services and Revenue 


In a recent Blue-book which is not be- 


fore the House Sir Godfrey Lagden said— | 
“f adhere firmly to that view to-day and | 


shall regret, as I believe the country will have 
cause to regret, if there is any return to the 
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| THE  UNDER-SECRETARY or 
STATE ror tHE COLONIES (Mr. 
| CHURCHILL, Manchester, N. W.): The 


speech was made in reply to the right 
hon. Gentleman when he specifically 
challenged the policy of the Govern- 
ment. 


order of recruiting which prevailed before the | 


war.” 


The Portugese Government, but for 
the persuasion of the Foreign Office, 
would not have entertained the proposal. 
Mr. Robinson held out in a nebulous sort 
of way, which appears to have allured 
the Under-Secretary, some indication 
that he gvould make a white labour 
experiment, which every one with real 
knowledge of the Transvaal knows to be 
nonsense. How far has the Government 
been gulled and hoodwinked by Mr. 
Robinson ? Do they really think he will 
make the white labour experiment ? 
Perhaps they are wiser now, after Mr. 
Robinson has made his recent reply to 
the deputation of the unemployed. He 
said— 


‘*Native labour is plentiful and you ean | 


take it from me that as soon as we obtain that 
labour—and it will be obtained very shortly— 
we shall be able to tind you employment of 
course on the same lines as other mines are 
worked.” 

Challenged specifically by a member of 
the deputation he said they must obtain the 
natives to work the mines, otherwise he 
would be unable to employ white men. 
Farther than that he could not go. The 
summary of the business is that the 
Government have given an unfair prefer- 
ence to Mr. Robinson in order to re- 
establish a system condemned by the 
greatest authorities in South Africa, 
colourably with a view to making an 
experiment in white labour which he 
has entirely disavowed, and while he still 
retains some 1,500 Chinese labourers in 
his mines. The Government appear to 
have done an extremely foolish thing, 
and, more than that, an unfair thing. 
There must be something in the Native 
Labour Association which has moved the 
ire of His Majesty’: Government, or 
at any rate of the Under-Secretary. In 
a speech on a subject with which the 
Association has little in common—he was 
talking of the Orange River Colony— 


the Under-Secretary said the association | 


had a sinister and tremendous influence 
through the Press and the Chamber of 
Mines. 


Mr. Lyttelton. 


*Mr. LYTTELTON : The hon. Gent’e- 
man is perfectly correct ; | was mistaking 
the occasion, which, however, is not so 
important as the language used, the gist 
of which was that the association gerry- 
mandered the supply of native labour 
with a view to swaying public opinion. 
The speech containing the charge 
was cabled to the Transvaal at public 
expense. I do not believe that Lord 
Elgin has read this part of the speech, 
and [ do not think that, if he had seen it, 
he would have consented to its being 
sent. Lord Harris, in the other House, 
raised the question and directly challenged 
Lord Elgin to produce a shred of evidence 
in support of the charge. Not only did 
Lord Elgin produce no evidence, but 
honourable man as he is he distinctly 
stated that he imputed no malpractices 
of any kind to the association. On 
two separate occasions I put questions 
to the Under-Secretary, giving — the 
hon. Gentleman the opportunity of 
withdrawing or of justifying his state- 
ment; but the reply the Under- 
Secretary was pleased to give was 
that I must do my best to reconcile his 
statements with those of his official chief. 
But the hon. Gentleman will permit me 
to say that that is not my business. It is 
the duty of the Under-Secretary, not only 
towards his chief but to the House and 
to the public, to justify the making of 
His Majesty’s representative in the 
Transvaal the conduit-pipe for an 
unfounded, a defamatory, accusation. 
How can the Under-Secretary recon- 
cile his statements with those of 
'Lord Elgin in this matter? I can 
assure the hon. Gentleman, and I 
think I can venture to advise him, that 
nobody would think the worse of him it, 
his statement being now proved to be un- 
true, he said so and expressed regret not 
only that he spoke the words but that they 
had been conveyed in this formal manner 
to the public. I have only one more 
matter to mention, but that is a matter 
of very great importance. I refer to the 
| Convention with regard to the New 
| Hebrides. The hon. Gentleman, who 
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usually defends his office with ability and 
capacity, adduced hardly any argument 
in favour of the action of the Govern- 
ment in this affair, except to express his 
regret that the right hon. Gentleman the 
Leader of the Opposition should have 
gone to the Antipodes for an argument. 
That seems to me a rather strange objec- 
tion to come from a Colonial Under- 
Secretary whose business it is to deal with 
these particular matters. The right hon. 
Gentleman the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs followed and made a few 
observations. I will not repeat in more 
than the most summary form what he 
said. I will not go into the clumsy 
and inconsiderate way in which this 
convention was pushed 
attempt was made to justify it. But 
] will repeat in a succinct form what 
[said would be the effect of the native 
labour portion of the New Hebrides 
Convention. I said the effect of it would 
be that a child, provided he or she was 
sufliciently tall, might be taken for three 
years beyond the jurisdiction of the 
English flag, and that the employer of 
the child, when he or she had arrived 
there, would have a_ perfect right to 
employ that child from sunrise to sunset, 
ata rate which might be below 10s. a 
month, and the child would have no Bri- 
tish protection so far as his or her 
employment was concerned, and that no 
provision was made for him or her to be 
under any inspection during the time 
that he or she wasemployed. Unmarried 
wirls could be taken with the consent of 
the chief of the tribe and married women 
with the consent of their husbands. 


That is what would be the effect of this | 


Convention, and I do not think the 
the Foreign Secretary or anybody on that 
side of the House would profess to like 
that. First it was said there was a co- 
dominion, and that the French must take 
the blame for this. 

THe SECRETARY or STATE For 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp 
Grey, Northumberland, Berwick): 1 
hever put it in that way. 
moment say that the French ought to 
take any blame in the matter and that 
we were not to bear our share. 


*Mr. LYTTELTON: I am perfectly 
certain there are Members, even if the 
right hon. Gentleman is not among them, 
who stated that it was not our fault, 


through ; no | 


because we were not acting singly. 
Of course I accept absolutely what 
the right hon. Gentleman says, and I am 
certain he intended to convey that 
which he has just now conveyed. 
But is there any blame to be attached to 
France in the matter at all? From an 
answer given to me by the Foreign 
Secretary it turns out that not only had 
no objection been taken by France to 
the objections put forward by the Colony 
to the Labour Regulations, but France had 
never even seen those objections. I think 
those Members who wish to. shelter 
themselves behind the French Govern- 
ment in this matter must consider how 
unfair it is to shelter themselves behind a 
Power which had never seen the objec- 
tions which our own Colony had raised 
in the matter. One plea raised by the 
Foreign Secretary was that this was no- 
man’s land, and I think he said it was 
the first attempt to introduce a better 
state of things. The right hon. Gentle- 
man could not have been aware of the 





I did not for a | 


| facts when he said that, because it is not 
ithe first attempt at all. 
| for many years afterwards the Queensland 


In 1880 and 


Ordinance was in force there. That is the 
only British Ordinance that has been put 
into force at all, and it ought to have been 
the starting point of this Ordinance. 
Neither is it the case, as the right hon. 
Gentleman also said, that at any rate in this 
no-man’s land some system was better than 
nothing. I admit that for some time the 
Queensland law was not in force, but 
obviously the point from which the 
Gzovernment should have started was the 
point at which Queensland left it. If the 
| Government had looked back tothe history 
| of this matter they would have seen that 
so far from this being the first and a 
| better system than that which had existed 
| before, it was a worse system. If the 
| right hon. Gentleman will look back to 
| the Queensland law he will find there 
| that from the beginning right up to the 
|end of the employment a most vigilant 
| Government inspection was_ prescribed. 
| That is the reason, no doubt, why the New 
Zealand Government wrote to Lord Elgin 
and pointed out that thas was the system 
that ought to obtain. But Lord Elgin 
has not yielded to their pressure. There 
was inspection provided not only when 
recruiting but throughout the voyage 
| from the islands to Queensland. <A 
| Government inspector had to go on 
' board the ships and see that the sanitation 
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and the capacity of the ship was all it 
should be and explain that he had 
seen for himself that everything was 
right. Then thoughout the whole 
period of indenture there was inspection 
in order to insure that the  coolies 
should be kept out of harm. Here 


we have agreed a Convention for 
the New Hebrides in which we have 


a provision that provides that where 
they are sufticiently tall children may 
be recruited. It would he impossible 
to get rid of that by a regulation. Is 
that an advance on the previous state of 
things? Will the Foreign Secretary 
say that that isa better state of things 
than prevailed in the past ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: There 


regulation at all. 


Was no 


*Mr. LYTTELTON: The regulation 
of the Queensland law, from which this 
ought to be an advance, is that no one 
less than sixteen years of age should be 
recruited. I hope the Government may 
be able to alter this, and I have no doubt 
the Foreign Secretary wishes to alter it. 
I cannot think the right hon. Gentleman 
or those who sit with him would wish 
that children, even if they are tall enough, 
should be recruited for the mines of 
New Caledonia. 1 say again that the 
Government who put such an Ordinance 
into circulation have a duty to act for 
and protect those who work under it. 
The right hon. Gentleman the Foreign 
Secretary dealt with this question as if 
it were a question, among other things, 
of his own consistency. If I may say so 
with great respect, my object in bringing 
the matter before the House is not to 
convict the right hon. Gentleman of in- 
consistency, Which is not a matter to me of 
importance. I say plainly that Lam here 
to impeach the sincerity of the Party oppo- 
site. | will take the right hon. Gentleman's 
arguments, because | am perfectly certain 
that no hon. Gentleman opposite can give 
better arguments than the Foreign Secre- 
tary for his own consistency, and therefore, 
for their sincerity. What did he say ? 
He said that this New Hebrides Conven- 
tion was not comparable with the Chinese 
Ordinance in any way, and then he gave 
his reasons. He said the New Hebrides 
Convention did not put the natives into 
compounds. Is that a serious ground 
of differentiation; jis the placing of 


natives in compounds a test of servility 


Mr. Lyttelton. 
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with hon. Gentlemen opposite? Is that 
seriously said? Because my answer to 
that is very simple. Men should have 
tender consciences, but it is very agree. 
able to have discriminating consciences, 
For some thirty years hon. Gentlemen 
opposite have without the slightest pro- 
test, and without the faintest uneasiness, 
permitted a compound system to obtain at 
Kimberley incomparably more rigorous 
than that in the Transvaal gold mines, 
At any rate the Transvaal natives to the 
number of thousands go every year into 
these Kimberley compounds, and yet 
hon. Gentlemen who are aroused to such 
transports of indignation against us with 
respect to the compound system, have 
never uttered a whisper to this House 
about what is going on. That is the first 
argument of the Foreign Secretary. The 
second argument was that there was no 
domestic life in the Transvaal compounds, 
There was a provision in the Chinese 
Ordinance, as hon. Members know, that 
wives and families might be brought at 
the expense of the employers, and I 
very much regret that the coolies did not 
avail themselves of it; at any rate, if 
that is a difference, it is a difference in 
favour of the Chinese Ordinance and 
against the New Hebrides Ordinance, 
which makes absolutely no provision of 
any kind for taking women and children. 
As a matter of fact the only provision it 
makes is that they may go as labourers, 
even the children, if they are not too little. 
Lastly, the right hon. Gentleman defended 
himself by saying that he objected to the 
repatriation provision of the Chinese 
Ordinance, because it did not allow the 
Chinese to pass into the life of citzenship 
in the places to which they were sent. | 
will not discuss the matter over again. 
I hold entirely the view | expressed hetore, 
that repatriation was compulsory in the 
case of the New Hebrides Ordinance. But 
has the right hon. Gentleman made any 
communication at all with the authorities 
at Fiji on this subject, or with the 
authorities of New Caledonia? The 
Under-Secretary says ‘“ No.” 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I never said any- 
thing of the kind. 


*Mr. LYTTELTON : The question was 
not addressed to the hon. Gentleman, and 
the right hon. Gentleman is unable to 
answer. 
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Sir EDWARD GREY: There is a 
complete answer, but it is impossible to 
carry on a debate in this way. 


*Mr. LYTTELTON: What I say is 
this, that you ought to be able to apswer 


“ves” or “no,” as to whether communi- 
cations have been made with the 
Governors or Governments of those 


countries to whom you propose to send 
these labourers. You ought to be able 
to say that at any rate, and you cannot. 
I, therefore, assume that you are not 
able to say that you have made arrange- 
ments with those countries with regard to 
repatriation. If that be so, do you really 
propose, without any law regulating 
them, to make citizens of those whom you 
described, a few weeks ago, as cannibals 
and savages ? Do you propose, simply 
because these poor cannibals and savages 
wish to remain in Fiji, that they are to 
remain, although you have made no 
provision by consulting with the 
Governor of Fiji for that purpose, and 
although so far as I know—you have re- 
fused the Papers—you have made no com- 
munication with New Caledonia? They 
may have their view as to whether they 
desire cannibals and savages to remain 
among them, but I think everybody will 


say that they had a right to be consulted. | 


That, I think, disposes of all the Foreign 


Secretary's distinctions between this 
New Hebrides Convention and the 
Ordinance which was passed in_ re- 


gard to South Africa. The point that 
I make for myself, and I believe on 
behalf of my friends, is whether or not 
you were wrong when you entered into 
the Convention. It is a matter of impor- 
tance to the country and to everybody 
to know what they are to believe is 
genuinely the opinion and conviction of 
those who govern,them. If thousands and 
thousands of votes have been obtained 
hy the expression of passionate convic- 
tions that we were setting up in South 
Africa a system of slavery ora servile con- 
dition of labour, then let me tell the Under- 
Secretary that it is for him, and not for 
me, to reconcile the expression of those 
passionate convictions with the provisions 
of this Convention and his defence of 
them on the floor of this House. 


*Mr. CHURCHILL: The right hon. 
Gentleman always speaks with  in- 
formation and with moderation upon 
Colonial subjects, and it was, therefore, 


{ 


i be 


| of 
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| with very serious feelings that I observed 


him rise to oppose the Vote on account 
this afternoon, and to deliver an attack 
on the policy of the Government. But 


| those apprehensions have been completely 


removed during the course of the speech 
to which we have had the opportunity of 
listening. That speech was from begin- 
ning to end a querulous oration. It was 
not an attack, it was a lament—a lament 
that the Colonial Office under the present 
Government does not live up to the high 
position which the right hon. Gentleman 
inaugurated in the days of the Pearl 
Fisheries, in the days of the Tanjong 
Pagar award, in the days of the Trans- 
vaal Representative Constitution, and, 
above all, in the high and tar off times of 
the Chinese Labour Ordinance. The right 
hon. Gentleman has directed his com 
plaints to three specific points. First, he 
has complained of what we have done 
with regard to the constitution of the 
Colonial Conference. He was very un- 
happy about the sad case of Mr. Robin- 
son, and his indignation could scarcely 
contained when he dealt with the 
Labour Ordinance in the New Hebrides, 
With the indulgence of the Committee, 
I shall endeavour to deal sertutim with 
these points. 


First, let us take the question 
the Colonial Conference. It is 
quite true that the right hon. Gentle- 


man made certain proposals to the 
great Colonies of the Empire, with 


regard to an alteration in the name and 
constitution of the Colonial Conference. 
Those proposals were on the whole well 
received, but as he has said himself, 
they were less well received in Canada 
than in the other great Colonies. The 
reception, to quote his own words, was 
less cordial. I do not quarrel with that 
definition, although personally I think 
my right hon. friend the Member for 


‘the Forest of Dean was more accurate 
|when he said that the reception was 
| hostile. 


His Majesty’s Government do 


'not wish lightly to abandon a proposal 
| which has been the object of anxious care 


on the part of the right hon. Gentleman 


'and his friends; but really he has lett us 


very little choice in the matter, because 
I observe that on the 29th November, 
1905, he telegraphed to the Governors 


of the self-governing Colonies upon this 


| ve ry 


subject, explaining what the 


| position was after consulting the Colonial 
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Governments; and this was what the | 
right hon. Gentleman said— 

“In deference to the views expressed by the 

Government of the Dominion of Canada it 
seems to be desirable to postpone further dis- 
cussion of these matters until the meeting of 
the next Conference.” 
Well, really it appears to me that the 
right hon. Gentleman must have forgotten 
that he is responsible for those words 
when he complains of the Government's 
having adopted the very course on which 
he himself decided. 


Mr. LYTTELTON said he was afraid | 


the hon. Gentleman had misunderstood 
him. He certainly did not object to 
that part of Lord Elgin’s despatch which 
postponed discussion until the Conference. 
What he objected to was the phrase which 
everybody who was not acquainted with 
the Colonial Oftice would take to mean 


the condemnation of those proposals 
before they got there. : 
*Mr. CHURCHILL: We neither 


accept nor dismiss those proposals. My 
noble friend has determined that the 
constitution of the future Conferences 
must bea matter for the Conference itself 
to decide. Whether it is to be called the 
Imperial Conference or the Colonial Con- 
ference—I think there is a great deal to 
be said for the expression “ Imperial 
Conference ’—and what its constitution is 
to be, in every respect, are the first 
matters of grave importance which will be 
brought before the Conference. I do not 
think any advantage would be gained if 
we were at the present time to try to pre- 
judge what the result of the Conference 
will be, or to anticipite its results. | 
think there are lines, however, on which 
we may usefully make some advance. 
Whether we accept the whole of the pro- 
posals of the right hon. Gentleman or not, 
or whether we make ourselves responsible 
for them, is still an open matter, but in 
saying that the question must remain 
op2n until the Conference has assembled, 
we do not come under any impeachment 
from the right hon. Gentleman, because 
he, and he alone, above all others, is 
responsible for inaugurating and deciding 
upon that policy. j 

The second point with which I will 
deal has reference to the New Hebrides 
Convention. The Committee need be 
under no illusions about the attitude 
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the New Hebrides Convention. His 


| position is this, as I take it—I have 


no desire to make any assertion which 
he would resent, but I desire to encourage 
candour in Parliamentary discussion— 
he thinks he was treated unfairly over 
Chinese labour, and he is now taking his 
revenge by treating us unfairly. That 
is frankly the attitude assumed by the 
right hon. Gentleman. That attitude 
has been adopted with exactness this 
afternoon. All the provisions of this 
Convention have been misrepresented— 
I use the word in no discourteous sense, 
They have been misrepresented amiably 
by the right hon. Gentleman, and they 
have been malevolently misrepresented 
by some of his supporters in the country, 
A regulation is made which says a woman 
shall not be allowed to indenture herself 
for service without the consent of the 
head of the tribe. We are told that 
is worse than having no such protection 
as the consent of the head of the tribe 
affords. A regulation has been instituted 
that no young person shall be indentured 
who has not reached a certain standard, 
not vet fixed, of height. We are told 
that is worse than if persons could be 
recruited without any reference to the 
height which they have attained. A 
regulation is framed that the wages 
which shall be paid shall not be less 
than 10s. a month. 


Mr. LYTTELTON: No, it does not, 
“unless an agreement is made under the 
Convention.” 


*Mr. CHURCHILL: The wages shall 
not be less than so much with a view to 
securing a minimum standard unless an 
agreement is made. We are told it 
would be much better if no such regula- 
tion had been made. Regulations are 
made that a man shall not be worked 
during the hours of the night, and the 
dark hours are excluded by the Conven- 
tion from the hours of work. We are 
told, thereupon, that all that is not specifi- 
cally excluded may be the regular hours 
during which a man may be employed, 
and that the labourers are worse off 
when there is a regulation that they 
shall not work at night then they would 
be if there was no regulation in force 
at all. I think myself that these regula- 
tions are primitive regulations. | When 
the Colonial Premiers from Australia 


of the right hon. Gentleman towards: and New Zealand come over here we 


Mr. Churchill. 
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shall consult them upon the subject. 
{Opposition laughter.] I do not know 
why consultation with the Colonial Prime 
Ministers should provoke the hilarity of 
hon. Gentlemen opposite, though I admit 
they have always shown great contempt 
for Colonial opinion when it has been 
against them. After consultation we 
shall proceed to draw up local regulations 
which will give effect to the general 
provisions of this Convention. 


Mr. AUSTEN 


(Worcestershire, E.) : 
to New Caledonia ? 


CHAMBERLAIN 
Will they apply 


*Mr. CHURCHILL: The regulations 
of this Convention will not apply to any 
country not covered by the jurisdiction 
of the Convention. When the right 
hon. Gentleman speaks with so much 
indignation, with a lump in his throat, 
of this New Hebrides Ordinance, let 
him reflect how the argument may be 
turned against himself. Kor two years 
he was Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
What were the conditions of labour in 
the New Hebrides during that time ? 
There were absolutely no regulations. 
Women could be engaged without the 
consent of the head of their tribe. 

Mr. LYTTELTON: By whom ? 

*Mr. CHURCHILL ; 
of the New Hebrides. [Opposirion cries 
of “ Not indentured.”] I think it would 
be better if I were allowed to proceed. 
The women could be engaged without 
this precaution, and children could be 
engaged without even a standard of 
height, which is the one security you 
have got against persons of improper 
age being apprenticed. There were no 
restrictions as to the hours of labour or as 
to the wages to be paid. And yet the 
right hon. Gentleman sat quite quiet, 
calm, and perfectly contented with the 
utterly unregulated state of labour pre- 
vailing in the New Hebrides. The right 
hon. Gentleman says he had the Queens- 


By inhabitants 


land Ordinance to nourish himself upon. | 
I say not a word against the Queensland | 


Ordinance, but it did not apply to the 
New Hebrides. [Interruption.| Nothing 
of the sort. The Queensland Ordi- 
nance only applied to those labourers 
of the New Hebrides who enlisted for 
service in Queensland. Outside that 
limitation the Queensland Ordinance 
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had no effect at all; over the whole 
of the foreign population, over the 
sritish subjects who wished to engage 
native labour for purposes other than 
service in Queensland, over the whole 
French population—two-thirds of the 
whole population in the islands— the 
Queensland Ordinance had no validity 
whatever. For the right hon. Gentle- 
man to say that the Queensland Ordin- 
ance prevailed in the New Hebrides betore 
this Convention was instituted is to give a 
totally wrong impression of the facts, to 
which one in his high position in official 
life, and with the special advantages of 
access to information which he had en- 
joved as the head of the Colonial Office 
ought not, I think, even for a 
Party advantage, to have descended. 


The right hon. Gentleman says that 
under the Convention that we have con- 
cluded with the Government of France 
there will be compulsory repatriation, and 
that that is a marked instance of our in- 
consistency and insincerity, having regard 
to all that we said about South Africa. 
Let us look into that. I take first the 
question whether this Ordinance enforces 
compulsory repatriation within the group. 
The right hon. Gentleman is a lawyer. 
He has been for a time a Cabinet Minister, 
but he has always been a lawyer. There- 
fore I bow to his opinion on a matter of 








law. I would not for one moment put 
my opinion against his on a matter of law. 
But, after all, the Government has the 
advantage of high legal advice. We have 
taken the trouble to obtain the opinion of 
the law officers of the Crown upon this 
| Convention, and I have the authority of 
| the law officers of the Crown, who, after 
all, are members of a great learned 
| profession who criticise without regard to 
| political opinion—I have their opinion 
formally given that nothing in this Con- 
vention, in the jurisdiction and scope of 
the Convention enforces compulsory 
repatriation unless the labourer himself 
claims it of the employer. ‘That is the 
law. I cannot presume in this battle of 
legal giants to interfere, being a plain 
man. But as the right hon. Gentleman 
has put forward his opinion on the subject 
he has to combat the opinion of the law 
otticers of the Crown. Having said that, I 
frankly admit that the framers of the New 
Hebrides Convention did not consider at 
all this particular question of compulsory 





repatriation, and no wonder. It never 
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entered into the head of any person con-| Convention is at any rate open to the 
nected with the New Hebrides Conven-| reproach that it does not take sufficient 


tion that such a point was of any 
significance considering the conditions. 
I am now dealing with the conditions 
within the group ; within the area of the 
Convention. Here are islands twenty, 
thirty, and forty miles apart, and there is 
no law restraining a native of one island 
from entering another; no provision 
which prevents his coming in, on inden- 
ture or out of indenture, to remain in, or 
to remain outside. The natives may 
circulate with perfect freedom in that 
group, so far as the passions of the 
different tribes in the different islands 
will permit them ; and there is absolutely 
no provision or beginning of a provision 
such as exists in South Africa to-day 
which says a man shall not enter except 
under particular indentures and particu- 
lar restrictions injurious and derogatory 
to his liberty and status. None whatever. 
One more point about the repatriation 
of these labourers in the New Hebrides 


group is that you shal] make sure when | 


a man has been engaged and has done 


his work, and wishes to go back to his | 


own island, that the employer shall be 
made to take him back, and not deliver 
him over to a hostile tribe who might 
club him to death; that he shall not be 
stranded in his place of work if he 
desires to return to his own island, 
That is a proper provision to make. 
No such provision was made by the 
right hon. Gentleman during the days 
when he presided over the destinies of 
these unfoitunate human beings. 


Now I come to the question of com- 
pulsory repatriation outside the group of 
the New Hebrides and of course outside 
the scope of the Convention. First I 
take the question of New Caledonia. | 
believe that between 700 and 800 natives 
were recruited last year for service in 
New Caledonia. The whole question of 
recruiting in New Caledonia, the con- 
ditions under which the men are 
engaged, the conditions under which 
they work, and the period in which 
they return to their own country, are 
utterly beyond the control of His 
Majesty's Government. We have no 
more to do with it than with the affairs 
of Germany, Russia, or any other great 
Power. I think a great deal of the 
language that has been used, if not in 
this House, in the country, about this 


Mr. Churchill. 


-eare of those larger public interests 


which are involved in the conduct of 
foreign affairs. But I do not understand 
how anyone can possibly suppose that 
the Government of his Britannic Majesty 
can exercise control over the treatment 
of labourers who are enlisted to work in 
a French possession under the authority 
of the French Government. The com. 
plaint that has been made against His 
Majesty’s Government on that ground 
only shows how little can be urged 
against us. I have no doubt what- 
ever that the treatment accorded to 
these natives in New Caledonia is very 
proper and humane treatment, and is 
not open to impeachment by us. If we 
had wished to impeach it, it would not 
have been in our power to interfere. It 
would be presumption on my part if I 
were to refer at any length to such a 
subject. I pass to Queensland. For 
some years past a considerable proportion 
of the labourers have served in (Queens- 
land, and the right hon. Baronet the 
Member for the Forest of Dean has 
spoken of that traffic as “ blackbird- 
ing.” Itisatanend. It has been com- 
pletely put a stop to, and all the regula- 
tions which the right hon. Gentleman 
opposite admires so much are abolished. 
That is a matter which lies wholly in the 


past. Very well; all that remains is 
Fiji. What is the position in regard 


to Fiji? For a considerable number of 
vears there has been an importation of 
natives to work under indenture in 
Fiji. Does the right hon. Gentleman 
realise to what dimensions the importa- 
tion of native labour into Fiji has 
attained? Is he aware that in the last 
ten years about 750 Polynesian natives 
have been imported into Fiji, but that half 
at least of these come from the Solomon 
Islands? Therefore the average annual 
importation into Fiji is about thirty-six 
or thirty-seven under indenture. 


*Sir CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean): Under inden- 
ture, yes; but there are a great many 
who go without indentures. 


*Mr. CHURCHILL: That is all who 
have gone under indenture. To such a 
small point is the objection reduced. 
We are dealing not with great masses of 
Chinese crossing the ocean in thousands 
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to labour in South Africa, but with the 
importation of thirty-six men per annum 
into Fiji. But small as is the scale of 
importation, I admit the moral signifi- 
cance of the complaint which the right 
hon. Gentleman makes He says it is 
compulsory that these men should be 
repatriated to the New Hebrides at the 
end of their indenture in Fiji. He is 
entirely wrong. There is nothing what- 
ever in the law of Fiji which will make it 
compulsory. Nothing prevents a man 
from coming in without indentures, and 
nothing prevents him from remaining 
alter the indenture ceases, if he chooses. 
Nobody would dream of preventing 
him, and if they did desire to prevent 
him it would not be in their power. 
There was, in fact, in 1905 a prosperous 
colony of 2,022 Polynesians in Fiji, 
including women and children ; only 316 
were under indenture, and the others 
were either engaged under contract as 
day labourers or had found employment 
as domestic servants. Now a charge of 
insincerity has been bluntly brought 
against us in this matter. I say that 
neither in scale nor in quality, neither in 
principle nor in degree, has any charge of 
insincerity or inconsistency on this ques- 
tion of compulsory repatriation been 
brought home to this side of the House 
or to His Majesty’s Government. On the 
coutrary, in every detail, however small, 
that charge has been completely rebutted, 
and there is not one single statement on the 
subject of compulsory repatriation under 
the New Hebrides Ordinance made from 
the beginning to the end of this con- 
troversy by the right hon. Gentle- 


man opposite, or the Leader of the) 


Opposition, or those sitting behind them, 
or those more distant political orators in 
the country who speak upon the subject of 
compulsory repatriation, which has not 
from beginning to end been wholly and 
totally and completely false. 


Mr. LYTTELTON: Will the right 
hon. Gentleman, before he leaves this 
subject, answer the Question I put to 
him, which was whether the Government 


of New Caledonia or the Government of | 
Fiji have been consulted as to whether | 
Member on the | 


those whom the hon. 
occasion called “ savages and cannibals ” 
are to be permitted to remain there ? 


*Mr. CHURCHILL: I ean accept no 
responsibility whatever on behalf of the 


Government of New Caledonia. It is a 
French possession and the right hon. 
Gentleman who has held high office 
under the Crown ought not to speak 
with levity of what has been done by 
another Government. So far as_ the 
Government of Fiji is concerned no re- 
presentations have been made, because no 
representations were necessary. The law 
as it stands allows any native of the New 
Hebrides who may wish to live in Fiji 
at the end of his indentures to live there, 
and in fact the majority of the Polynesian 
colony has been built up by people of 
that sort. Now, can contradiction in 
explicit terms go further than that ? 
Now I have shown the Committee 
how small is the scale of their importa- 
tion and indenture. But after all, the 
scale does not affect the moral issue. If 
there were only one man, and he lived at 
the other end of the world, it would be 
right and proper that the House of 
Commons should take into consideration 
his cause if he were ill treated. Therefore 
[ sympathise profoundly with the right 
hon. Gentleman in his frenzy of humanity, 
and in his earnest desire to elevate the 
standard of labour and of civilisation in 
all quarters of the globe. The right hon. 
Gentleman impeached our sincerity. 
What about the sincerity of his Party in 
connection with this New Hebrides Con- 
vention ? Is it the cause of humanity in 
the New Hebrides for which they are 
fighting, or is it inhumanity in South 
Africa? Isit the desire to elevate labour 
standards in the New Hebrides, or the 
desire to preserve the particular standard 
which they think high, but which most 
other people think low, in the colonies of 
South Africa? At the end of his speech 
the right hon. Gentleman clearly showed 
the motives which inspired his attack and 
the attack of his Party on the New 
Hebrides Convention. It is not 
humanity in the New Hebrides for which 
they are fighting—it is to support the 
rotten cause of Chinese labour in South 
Africa. The right hon. Gentleman is in 
love with the Chinese Ordinance—it is 
his own invention—and in order to prop 
it up and maintain it as a permanent 
institution in South Africa he is willing 
to go, not merely all over the confines 
of the British Empire, but he is prepared 
/to go even outside those limits, to lands 
| which are not under the British flag, and 
then, however small is the ground of com- 
‘plaint, however weak and feeble is the 
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foundation upon which the attack may | 
be based, we may be quite sure it will be | 
utilised in the sacred cause of cheap | 
labour for the magnates of the Rand. | 

Now | come to the third point in the 
right hon. Gentleman’s—I will not say 
indictment, but of his complaint. 
He referred to the Witwatersrand Native 
Labour Association, which he called a 
trade union, and I hope the trade 
unionists present will appreciate the com- 
pliment. The right hon. Gentleman was 
very much shocked at a certain state- 
ment I made about the character and 
methods of this association. I sympathise 
deeply with the right hon. Gentleman. 
His delicate nerves do not easily support 
the expressions of harsh political contro- 
versy. I fear his mind must have been 
most terribly lacerated during the course 
of the recent County Council elections. 
What is it I have said against the 
Witwatersrand Native Labour Associa- 
tion! I have pointed out that in the 
Transvaal there is a ring of mining 
companies controlled by a very few 
individuals, who are able to exert a vast 
influence upon the social, economic, and 
political lite of that country. These 
individuals have operated through the 
Chamber of Mines, through the Wit- 
watersrand Native Labour Association, 
and to a great extent through the 
political organisation of the Progressive 
Party in South Africa, and they have 
operated through the Press, for the 
Press is largely owned by these very 
persons to whom I refer. I have said, 
and I say still, that I believe a great 
many people who are members of the 
Chamber of Mines and of the Witwaters- 
rand Native Labour Association are 
worthy, respectable, patriotic people. 
But I do say also, and I ask the House 
of Commons to support me on this point, 
that the most respectable people upon 
those bodies have not been those who 
have had the most influence, and that 
the influence which has been exerted— 
the great influence of the mining com- 
panies—and the money power exerted has 
been upon the whole a sinister influence. 
I do not propose to withdraw that state- 
ment in any respect or in any degree. 
Then I am asked what the meaning of | 
the word “sinister” is, Ido not say that 
it necessarily implies corruption. I} 
admit that it does not necessarily imply 
corruption, but I should be sorry to say 

Mr. Churchill, 
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that it necessarily excludes it. What I 
mean is that kind of influence which was 
brought to bear on Mr. Howard Pym, 
who was dismissed from the auditorship 
of a number of companies in Johannes- 


| burg because he chose to express certain 


political views. It was in these cireum- 
stances that we were forced to consider the 
Native 


Labour Association. I do not deny 


that this association in regard to 
many conditions of native recruiting 


constituted a distinct advance upon 
the conditions of free recruiting which 
preceded it. But we have always 
felt that between monopolies and free 
recruiting there was a middle course 
which could well be tried, and when a 
group of prominent mines wished to 
secede from the Native Labour Associa- 
tion, we were not prepared to refuse 
them the facilities they sought. The 
right hon. Gentleman said the Govern- 
ment gave a preference to Mr. Robinson 
for nothing. We gave no preference. 
We were prepared to use our influence 
equally on behalf of other companies and 
groups of companies of equal substance 
who might desire these facilities. But, 
of course, such a process takes time, and 
it took so much time in the case of Mr. 
J. B. Robinson that, as a matter of fact, 
no facilities were given to him until the 
time when the Government changed, and 
the Native Government came into power 
in South Africa. So far from Mr. J. B 
Robinson—for whom I do not hold any 
brief, although I am bound to say he 
seems to take a very sensible, practical 
view of the question of Jabour supply in 
South Africa—so far from his having 
gained advantages from His Majesty 
Government in return for which nothing 
has been gained, the exact contrary 1s 
true. Mr. J. B. Robinson and his group 
surrendered 3,000 Chinese licences, which 
enabled us to terminate that unfortunate 
importation at an earlier date. And in 
return he got no practical or effective or 
technical advantage of any sort or kind 
whatever—[OppositION cries of “Oh’} 
—none—j|OPpposiTION ironical laughter} 
—none, none, none. No facilities which 
were of any use have been obtained from 
the Portuguese Government. I[ very 
much regret that we were not able to 
proceed more rapidly, but many delays 
have been interposed, and_ necessarily 
now, of course, the question enters on al 
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entirely new phase. I submit to the 
Committee that the right hon. Gentle- 
man’s charges in regard to our having 
given a preference to Mr. J. B, Robinson, 
or of my having spoken disrespectfully 
with regard to the Witwatersrand Native 
Labour Association, are not less artificial 
and unsubstantiated than his statements 
about compulsory repatriation under the 
New Hebrides Convention. What was the 
sulstance of the charge which I ventured 
to make? I have been much attacked 
on the subject, and I hope I may ask the 
indulgence of the Committee in replying. 
It is quite clear that while the Witwaters- 
rand Native Labour Association had the 
monopoly of recruiting, it was in their 
power, as it were, to open and close by 
avalve the supply of native labour, which 
intluenced the whole fortunes of the mines 
in South Africa. And I am bound to say, 
having regard to the great power and 
influence of these few individuals to 
whom I have referred, already exercised, 
{ cannot think that that power could have 
been extended to the supply of native 
labour without becoming detrimental to 
the interests of the State. I amnot the 
only person who has said these things. 
Mr. E. P. Solomon, who is a Minister of 
the new Transvaal Government, and was 
elected for a constituency in the Trans- 
vaal, speaking at Fordsburg on 15th 
January said— 

“There was the labour, but why did they 
not get it’ Because Mr. Lionel Phillips, a 
meinber of the house of Eckstein, went down to 
Delagoa Bay with the chairman of the 
Witwatersrand Native Labour Association 
to prevent the Portuguese Government from 
viving the right of recruiting to Mr. J. B. 
Robinson, or anybody else. They were doing 
all they could to stop reeruiting in a proper 
and sensible manner. Why? They wanted 
to force their hand for more Chinese. That 
was the only reason. That was all they 
wanted.” 

You could not have the charge which | 
ventured to make in forcible terms to 
the House put in more explicit terms 
outside the House, and that statement 
was not made in a privileged place. The 
speaker was quite open to be sued for 
hbel if his statement constituted a libel, 
and when we hear ail these threats of 
bringing libel actions, I only wonder why 
persons who-make statements in un- 
privileged places are not the persons first 
challenged by the Witwatersrand Native 
Labour Association, and why they should 
not find in Mr. E. P. Solomon’s  state- 
ment the fullest means of establishing 
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that public vindication of their policy 
which they profess themselves so 
earnestly to desire. I could quote to the 
Committee a great many statements 
made in South Africa by the most 
prominent men upon this very question 
of the Witwatersrand Native Labour 
Association, which thoroughly justify 
me in saying what [ thought it my duty 
to say to the Committee. 


Mr. LYTTELTON : It is evidence we 
want. 


*Mr. CHURCHILL: I am quoting 
statements which have been made by 
persons of prominence in South Africa 
during the last six months, statements 
on any one of which it would be perfectly 
open to the Witwatersrand Native Labour 
Association to take action. Mr. J. B. 
Robinson said in a letter to the /uily 
News — 

“The whole question has now resolved itself 
into one of money, and we shall see whether 
this power will succeed in setting aside the 
just claims of tho-e who are trying to obtain 
labour for the mines. We are now confronted 
with a lamentable spectacle in a British 
Colony. The money and methods of Tammany 
are being pitted against the undoubted rights 
of the people, and against the prestige and 
diplomacy of the British Government.” 

That was a tolerably explicit statement. 
I do not desire to detain the Committee ; 
all I would say upon the question is that 
I stated to the House a_ definite 
political opinion, and stated it in good 
faith, and based it on much information, 
from all kinds of sources, official and 
unofficial. I believe it was perfectly true 
at the time, and it was said in the public 
interests at the time. {OPpposITION cries 
of “Oh.”| The right hon. Gentleman 
endeavoured, mischievously I think, to 
suggest that there was some diiference 
of opinion between me and my noble 
friend Lord Elgin on this subject. There 
is nothing of the sort, there is no differ- 
ence of opinion whatever ; if there were 
any diierence of opinion on a subject so 
serious as this, it is quite clear that 
I should not be standing here this 
afternoon. 


Mr. LYTTELTON: May I ask the 
hon. Gentleman whether, after what his 
chief, the Colonial Secretary, has said, he 
persists in imputing malpractices to this 
association 7 
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ly persist—[OPPOSITION cries of “Oh,” 
and MINISTERIAL cheers |—in saying —— 


Mr. MARKHAM (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield): Before the hon. Gentleman 
answers that, will he give to the House 
the speech which the Chief Justice of 
the Transvaal made relating to certain 
mines two years ago, when every word of 
the Colonial Under-Secretary was vindi- 
eated by the Chief Justice ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I have not the 
speech with me; if the hon. Member 
intervenes in the debate perhaps he will 
read it. I did not desire to dwell upon 
this subject; but challenged as I have 
been, represented as having stated facts 
which are false and which are not capable 
of being sustained, I can only say that 
I offered to the House an_ honest 
political opinion, and that I do persist in 
saying that the Witwatersrand Native 
Labour Association had the power to 
turn oJ and to turn on the tap of native 
labour—[An Hon. Memper: Did 
they ?|—and that I believe, speaking to the 
best of my ability, they did so when it was 
desirable and necessary to their interests. 
I do not desire to dwell on these stale 
topics, which belong to the régime that is 
passing away—that is gone. We have 
a new Government in South Africa ; that 
Government has been produced by no 
astute calculations—[OPpposiTION cries of 
“Oh”|—of individuals, by no_ political 
intrigue, by no counting of what this or 
that man or Party would do in this or 
that particular circumstance ; it has been 
produced by the frank application of 
large principles to a harmonious set of cir- 
cumstances ; and when large democratic 
principles are so applied they are princi- 
ples to which individuals and Parties and 
communities are irresistibly and even 
insensibly compelled to conform. — Sir, 
we have a new Government in the Trans- 
vaal. Could anything be more dramatic 
or more impressive than the fact that 
General Botha is to-day the Premier ? 
It is a Government which possesses great 
strength in the electorate of the Trans- 
vaal. More than three-fifths of the 
electorate, and over three-quarters of the 
population, as I calculate them, are the 
supporters of the Government which has 
been called into being. It has the sup- 
port of almost all the Dutch in the 
country, it has the support of, I think, an 


{COMMONS} 
*Mr. CHURCHILL: I do most certain- | 
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actual majority of the British or non- 
Dutch. [OPPosITION cries of “Oh.”| We 
have the electoral Returns, anyone can 
examine the facts. This Government is 
a Government equally divorced from the 
old Kruger régime and from the later 
capitalist domination; it is independent 
of what was bad in the pre-war days, it is 
independent of what has been bad in the 
days that followed the war. And I may 
say it is the earnest desire of every one 
in this House of Commons which has 
called the new Transvaal Parliament into 
being, to befriend and protect that 
Government in the great initial difficulties 
with which it will be confronted, 
and without respect of Parties to do our 
best to enable it to surmount the 
enormous political, social, and economic 
problems with which it has to deal. It is 
with a feeling of confidence in the caya- 
city of that Government that I would 
close these remarks to the Committee, 
and we shall watch its progress not only 
with a feeling of confidence but also with 
a feeling of hope which shines all the 
brighter by contrast with the solemn 
reflections that lie around and behind it. 


Mr. BONAR LAW (Camberwell, Dul- 
wich) said that the hon. Gentleman the 
Under-Secretary for the Colonies had 
traversed a good deal of ground, and it 
was difticult to know in replying with 
which of his points to begin. The hon. 
Gentleman made against the Witwaters- 
rand Native Labour Association a definite 
charge of what amounted to corruption. 
He was asked to produce evidence or to 
withdraw. He had produced what he con- 
sidered evidence, and the Committee had 
heard that evidence. The first extract the 
hon. Gentleman read was a speech made 
by a gentleman at a contested election in 
South Africa; the next extract was a 
letter by Mr. J. B. Robinson, a gentleman 
who had got the better of the Govern- 
ment in a deal. Mr. Robinson would be 
a much less generous man than even he 
could be if he would not pay the Govern- 
ment that small tribute in return for 
what they had done for him. But there 
was more than that. The hon. Gentleman 
said that he had in support of his charge 
evidence, unofficial and official. Yet Lord 
Selborne was asked by the Witwatersand 
Native Labour Association if any informa- 
tion, official or otherwise, had been 
transmitted by him, and he gave the 
answer that there was none. 
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Mr. CHURCHILL: The hon. Gentle- 
man misquotes me. I did not say I had 
evidence in support of the charge, official 


and unofficial. [OPPOSITION cries of 
“Yes.”] No, I said I based my state- 


ment on information from South Africa 
from many sources, official and unofficial. 


Mr. BONAR LAW said the distinction 
was not a very clear one. But if the 
hon. Gentleman meant that he withdrew 
the statement that he had official informa- 
tion they had gained something. The 
hon. Gentleman had said that the whole 
subject was stale. The question of 
Chinese labour had served its purpose for 
hon. Gentlemen opposite. They wouid 
forget it if they could, but he could 
assure them that His Majesty’s Opposition 
would be much more feeble than even they 
supposed it was before it allowed them 
to forget it. The Under-Secretary for 
the Colonies had made some very clever 
speeches on the subject ; speeches which 
deserved promotion, and no doubt would 
receive it when the Government were 
ready to face the inconvenience of the 
loss of the hon. Gentleman’s seat at 
Manchester. The policy of the Govern- 
ment, as explained in those speeches, was 
to do nothing, and to threaten every- 
thing. That was precisely the policy 
which anyone who had the interest of 
South Africa at heart would be the last 
to adopt. What most injuriously affected 
industry was uncertainty—the prospect 
of evils to come—and the Government 
would have done less permanent harm 
to the great industry upon which the 
Transvaal depended if, on their election 
to office, they had turned the Chinese out 
of the country, bag and baggage. A year 
ago the Under-Secretary said that the 
policy of the Government had lowered 
the price of mining shares in South 
Africa, That did not merely mean a fall 
in the value of mining shares ; it meant 
also the loss of public confidence in South 
Africa, the withdrawal of capital for all 
purposes, and was the direct cause of the 
distress through want of employment 
which now prevailed in South Africa. 
Just at the moment when the country 
was realising the consequences of the 
agitation against Chinese labour it was 
confronted with the New Hebrides 
Convention. That Convention was far 
worse than the Chinese Ordinance. ‘The 
Ordinance applied only to grown-up men ; 


little children, and obviously it was the 


duty of any Government to be more 
careful in taking precautions against the 
ill-treatment of the labourers in the latter 
case than in the former. One of the great 
points made against the Ordinance was 
in regard to the minimum wage paid to 
the Chinese. Some difference of opinion 
prevailed as to its exact amount, but it 
was between 3(’s. and 40s. per month. 
But there was absolutely no minimum 
wage under the New Hebrides Conven- 
tion. The recruiter might engage 
labourers at half-a-crown a month, and it 
was only where there was no agreement 
that the wage was fixed at 10s. a month. 
It was said also that the Chinese were ill- 
treated. Elaborate precautions were 
taken that all complaints should reach a 
representative of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in South Africa, and the moment 
the complaint was justified redress was 
given. Under the New Hebrides Con- 
vention, no matter how any man, woman, 
or child might be ill-treated, there must 
be three complaints before action was. 
taken; and when the Prime Minister of 
Australia pointed out that this grievance 
should be redressed, no heed was taken 
of his remonstrance. Under the Chinese 
Ordinance no Chinaman was allowed to 
leave his country until he had conv'nced 
some representative of the British Govern- 
ment that he understood the contract. 
No such precaution was taken under the 
New Hebr:des Convention. Again, the 
Prime Minister urged on His Majesty’s 
Government the necessity of precautions 
being taken against deception, and again 
his remonstrance was unheeded. Another 
regulation of the Convention was that the 
recruiting of women should have the 
assent of the tribal chief. Everyone 
knew what that implied, and yet the 
Government which had filled the country 
with denunciations of Chinese morality 
had signed that Convention. Then there 
was the question of compulsory repatria- 
tion. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Surely the hon. 
Gentleman realises that New Caledonia 
is not within the scope of the jurisdiction 
of the Convention. 


Mr. BONAR LAW said he did realise 
it ; but what the hor. Gentleman did not 
realise was that His Majesty’s Govern- 


/meut might have followed the example of 


the Conventicn applied to women and | the Chinese Government, which, in the 
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case of the Chinese Ordinance, had sug- 
gested regulations as to the way its sub- 
jects should be treated out of its jurisdic- 
tion. The hon. Gentleman thought that 
the British Government had no such duty 
towards its subjects when they passed 
into countries outside its jurisdiction. 
That was all he had to say about the New 
Hebrides Convention, but he thought 
that much more would be heard of it in the 
future. He hoped that through the length 
and breadth of the land that which he 
had touched upon imperfectly to-day 
would be thoroughly dealt with, and that 
at by-elections and wherever the oppor- 
tunity offered the country would be 
brought to see the difference between the 
late ‘Opposition and the Government in 
power. He still thought that, after all 
that had happened, there were a few 
hon. Members on the opposite side who 
honestly objected to Chinese labour on its 
merits, [Cheers.] That cheer was not 
loud, still there were some, but not many 
now. There were a few who really 
believed that one mandate the Govern- 
ment received was to send the Chinese 
out of South Africa. Did they really 
expect that to happen now? [* Yes.”] 
The hon. Gentleman was very sanguine, 
if he and the hon. Member were betting 
men he would give the hon. Member long 
odds that the Chinese would be in South 
Africa long after the right hon. Gentlemen 
had ceased to sit on the Treasury Bench. 
How could they be sent back ? Admitted 
the Government desired to send them 
away, they had not the courage to do it 
when they had the power, but tried in- 
directly to get support for their policy in 
South Africa. The Committee must have 
felt that a very lame defence had been 
made of the J. B. Robinson transaction. 
His right hon. friend had put the 
plainly that little remained to be said. 
‘The Government gave the representative 
of a particular group of mines a conces- 
sion which was worth so much hard cash 
in their pockets. [‘ No.”] The one thing 
wanted was cheap labour, and to him 
was given means for obtaining it which 
were not given to any one else. The hon. 
Gentleman had said something about the 
gentleman who had obtained the prefer- 
ence. He (Mr. Law) did not know the 
gentleman, but he knew what was 
common knowledge in South Africa. He 
knew that the Government had always 
found difficulty in some mines in enforcing 
the native regulations, and last year a 
Mr. Bonar Law. 


case So 


IMMONS 
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new Act was passed making the regula- 
tions more stringent. And he knew that 
throughout South Africa that Act bore 
the name of the “J. B. R. Coercion Act.” 
That was the gentleman to whom His 
Majesty’s Government had given a special 
privilege to recruit native labour, which 
was denied to everybody else. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: What privilege ? 


Mr. BONAR LAW : The privilege. 

Mr. CHURCHILL: How = many 
natives has Mr. Robinson recruited and 
what has been his advantage ! 


Mr. BONAR LAW said the hon. 
Gentleman was less astute than usual ; i 
not a question of how much was made 
out of it, but what was the bargain the 
Government made with him. The 
hon. Gentleman showed by his remark 
that he did not understand why this 
privilege was given. If they had been 
talking of some other countries they 
might easily have given the reason, but 
we in this country had not fallen so low 
as to believe that there coulé be anything 
like personal corruption, but he would 
say deliberately there had been potitical 
corruption. It was given to Mr. Robinson 
to buy his support to the policy of driving 
the Chinese out of South Africa. That 
was not the only support the endeavour 
was made to buy. ‘The Boers were also 
tried, but in that particular kind of game 
the Boers were expert. It was a remark of 

Carlyle in his French Revolution in reter- 
ence to the Pehaage against Mirabeau, that 

“he was paid for, but he was not bought 
It was exactly the same here. The 
hon. Member and his Government paid for 
the support of the Boers by giving them 
power in the Constitution to which they 
were not entitled ; they were paid, but 
they were not bought. The moment the 
Constitution was granted, the moment 
everything the Boers hoped to get was 
given, the Boers cheered their Prime 
Minister, General Botha, when he said— 

“The talk of wholesale repatriation of the 
Chinese is nonsense.’ 

That described the policy of His 
Majesty’s Government. In the face of 
facts how could sanguine hon. Gentlemen 
expect that the Chinese would he sent 
out of South Africa? Every party in 
South Africa had declared that they 
would not be sent out until substitutes 
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were found. Did anybody suppose that 
the Government would do what in their 
wilder moments they had threatened— 
use the veto for the purpose? If any 
one thought that he was mistaken. It 
had been tried in Natal, but twenty-four 
hours was enough to learn the lesson, 
and it would never again be tried in 
South Africa. The Under-Secretary 
came to the most interesting part of his 
speech with his peroration about the new 
Constitution. Everybody would admit 
that the granting of the Constitution 
under the existing conditions was an 
experiment, and whatever might be the 
result—and he sincerely hoped it would 
be favourable—it was a dangerous ex- 
periment, but, to be just to the Govern- 
ment, they laid their plans well and 
entered upon the experiment under 
favourable auspices. When the Consti- 
tution Was announced it was received, 
it could not be said with enthusiasm, but 
at least with equanimity by every section 
in South Africa. Did the hon, Gentlemen 
think that they in South Africa thought 
it was fair? No, they all knew that 
the Constitution had been gerrymandered 
in the interests of the Boers ; they knew 
that, but they knew also that any change 
must be an improvement; they knew 
that any Government for South Africa, 
in whatever way it was formed, must 
have some regard to the interests of 
South Africa, and that they would not 
he treated as the right hon. Gentleman 
opposite had treated them. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I think there 
was one sentence in his speech the hon. 
Gentleman who has just sat down might 
well have omitted in a speech delivered 
in this House, and that was the sentence 
in which he said he hoped that the 
constitutional experiment would — be 
favourable, for any speech less calculated 
to assist in bringing about that result [| 
do not think could well have been made. 
It suits his party purpose to intrcduce 
the question of Chinese labour expressly 
with a view to pouring contempt on the 
whole Government. The Constitution 
may he open to any criticism he wishes 
to bring to bear against it, but if he 
wishes to bring these criticisms, I think 
at least he might have avoided the 
inconsistency of saying he hoped the 
experiment would turn out favourably. 
The Constitution was drawn up on liberal 
principles after an impartial inquiry, and 
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it was not gerrymandered, and now that 
the Constitution has been accepted on all 
sides, as something that is to be given 
a fair chance, now that the first election 
is over, I do trust that here, at any rate, 
we shal) do all we can to ensure its 
working in such a manner as will bring 
the two races together and unity 
sentiment in South Africa. As to the 
use of Chinese labour and the details 
in regard to the licence granted to Mr. 
Robinson, of course I am not competent 
to enter upon the subject in minute 
detail, but I do entirely approve of an 
attempt being made to encourage the 
amount of white labour in the mines. 
I have always heard, and I believe it is 
the case, that until now the experiment 
of white labour has never had a fair 
chance ; and in my opinion the Govern- 
ment and the Colonial Ottice are 
perfectly justified, and are bound to take 
the opportunity of giving encouragement 
to anyone willing to make the experiment. 
Now as to Chinese labour, and what the 
course of the Transvaal Government in 
regard to it is likely to be. The hon. 
Member spoke as if he were in the 
confidence of General Botha. He omitted 
these words, which were spoken as lately 
as 4th December last, in which he said— 

“Tf hope the burghers will consider the 
matter, and. resolutely ask that the Chinese 
should be repatriated when their contracts 
expire, — 


Mr. BONAR LAW: The words which 


I read were used in February. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The words of 
the hon. Member were, I think, to the 
effect that they wou!ld not send the 
Chinese back wholesale. But there was 
never any question of sending them back 
wholesale. The words I have read were 
“resolutely ask that the Chinese should 
he repatriated when their contracts 
expire.” It was understood, I believe, 
all last year, that wholesale repatriation 
was impossible, The question was what 
was to happen when the existing contracts 
expired, and on that I do not see that 
the quotation of the hon. Member shows 
that there is any difference between the 
views of the Government and those of 
General Botha. 


Mr. BONAR LAW: I can give you the 
rest, if you like. 
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Sir EDWARD GREY: I have also! 


got a great deal more, and it is even | 
stronger than what I have read. I now 
come to the question of the New Hebrides 
Convention, with which I am more 
particularly concerned, and on which what 
I have said has been quoted and criticised 
this afternoon. Since the right hon. 
Gentleman spoke I have had an oppor- 
tunity of referring to what I did say with 
regard to responsibility for this Conven- 
tion, but I cannot find a word or a 
sentence in anything I said previously in 
the House of Commons which justifies | 
the right hon. Gentleman in saying that 
I had said that there was anything in the | 
Convention for which blame must be |! 
attached to the French Government and | 
not to ourselves. 1 said there was equal 
responsibility, but I went on to argue 
that blame should attach to neither. Of 
course, there is joint responsibility, but 
there is not anything in the Convention 
for which we are not prepared to take our 
share of the responsibility as well as the 
French Government, and I have never said 
anything to give any other impression. 
And when the hon. Member spoke, as he 
did, of this Convention as if it were going 
to entail gross cruelty, immorality, and 
other statements of that kind, I repudiate, 
on behalf of the French Government and 
this Government alike, anything of the 
kind. If this question, of which, we are 
told, we are to hear very much more, is 
to proceed, I trust, at any rate, the 
subject of New Caledonia will be kept 
out of the discussion. The right hon. | 
Gentleman asked whether we had sent | 
intimation to the Governor of New| 
Caledonia. It is absolutely out of the | 
question either that the British Govern- 

ment should send intimations to New 

Caledonia or that the French Government 

should send intimations to Fiji. We must 

keep the two possessions outside the New 

Hebrides entirely separate. There is 

nothing in the Convention which makes 

it certain that any French recruiters will 

recruit for places outside the New 

Hebrides which are under the British 

flag, nor that British recruiters will recruit 

for places outside the New Hebrides which 

are under any other than the British flag. 

Therefore I think you must keep those 

two things separate. Let us stick to 

British possessions. The regulations for 

recruiters are not yet drawn up, but it | 
would be perfectly possible to give in- | 
structions that British recruiters should ! 
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only be licensed to recruit British terri- 
tory, and vice versa, if you please. The 
High Commissioners issue their recruiting 
licences under the Ordinance separately, 
and they give each other notice of the 
licences they have issued. They retain 
power under the Ordinance from time to 
time to make further regulations stating 
what the conditions of recruiting are to 
be; therefore let us deal with British 
possessions and british subjects only, 


and leave the other out of account. 
The French Government are __ per- 
fectly capable of seeing that the 


regulations are, so far as they are con- 
cerned, humane and satisfactory, in 
every respect ; and nobody doubts they 
will do so. The right hon. Gentleman 
found fault with me for having said that 
the state of things in the New Hebrides 
under this Ordinance would be an im- 
provement upon anything which had 
existed before, and his justification for 
that was that there had been a Queensland 
Ordinance with regulations more strict 
than those which are contained in the 
New Hebrides Convention. I wonder 
how far that Queensland Ordinance was 
ever applied in the New Hebrides them- 
selves ? I imagine not at all. I imagine 
that under that Ordinance there were 
not inspectors in the New Hebrides to 
inspect recruiting, and the sole effect of 
that Ordinance was to lay down the con- 
ditions under which labourers should he 
employed in Queensland, whether they 
“ame from the New Hebrides or anywhere 
else. The point we have to consider now 
is, are the conditions of recruiting gene- 
rally in the New Hebrides going to be 
better or worse than they have been 
before? If the Queensland Ordinance 
did not touch the question of native 
recruiting in the New Hebrides unless 
the native of the New Hebrides was 
actually landed in Queensland, it did not 
make regulations for dealing with the 
New Hebrides; and, if the right hon. 
Gentleman opposite meant that under 
the Queensland Ordinance the conditions 
in the New Hebrides themselves were 
much better than they would be under 
the present Ordinance, it was a mislead- 
ing argument. 


Mr. LYTTELTON : I never said any 
such thing ; what I said was that there 
had been for many years in existence, 
with respect to the New Hebrides, con- 
ditions which, at any rate, were better 
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than those His Majesty’s Government | 
were proposing, and that they were the. 
model from which you should have ad- 
vanced, and not receded. 


Sik EDWARD GREY: There were 
no conditions in the New Hebrides. | 
‘The condition in the New Hebrides was 
that there was no inspection with regard 
to recruiting, and no control over it. 
Under this Ordinance there will be in- 
spection and there will be control, That 
is a step in advance. Then the right 
hon. Gentleman said that the age in the 
(jueensland Ordinance was sixteen years. 
There is nothing in this Convention to 
say that the age is to be under sixteen. 


Mr. LYTTELTON : Children. 
Sir EDWARD GREY: “Children” 


means anybody under age. The hon. 
Member who spoke last said the Con- 
vention affected children of tender age. 


Mr. LYTTELTON : Young children. 


Stir EDWARD GREY: Children of 


tender age. 


I never used 
I said “little 


Mr BONAR LAW: 
the words “tender age.” 
children.” 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I beg the 
hon. Member’s pardon. That will do 
equally well. The regulation with regard 
to height was expressly put in because 
the regulation with regard to age is 
misleading. 
tion as to the age of sixteen years, but 
it would have been impossible to ensure 
that the regulation was carried out. The 
regulation with regard to height has 


You might have a regula-_ 


heen put in general terms in the Conven- | 


tion in order that instructions may be 
sent to the Commissioners expressly to 
tix the height so that little children 
shall be exeluded from any possibility 
of recruiting. [Laughter.] I would ask 
hon. Members who ridicule that ob- 
servation to wait till the instructions 
to the Commissioners are laid before 
the House and until the regulations with 
regard to height has been settled. It is 
surely possible to draw regulations with 
regard to height which would prevent the 
employment of people of tender age ; and 
if you cannot tell the age I think the 
height is much the better guide of the two. 


Now I come to the question of 
compulsory repatriation. The right hon. 
Gentleman still places on the Convention 
the interpretation that repatriation is to 
be compulsory upon the native who is 
employed. I said before that that is not 
the intention of those who drew the 
Convention, and I do not think the words 
bear out that contention. I say that still. 
It is not the intention, it is not the con- 


| struction which is going to be placed on 


the words. The right hon. Gentleman 
asked me whether intimation had been 
sent to the Governor of Fiji on this point. 
I did not rise to answer that with a 
definite “Yes” or “No,” because the 
truth is much more nearly “ Yes” and 
“No” than could be conveyed by either 
alone. The answer as to whether any 
intimation has been made to Fijiis “ No.” 
That is because the regulations will not 
be in force for some time. The answer 
as to whether intimation will be made to 
Fiji that our interpretation of compulsory 
repatriation, and not the right hon. 
Gentleman’s, is the correct one, is “ Yes,” 
The right hon. Gentlemen then says,. 
“Are you going to force upon Fiji the 
obligation to retain these people, whom 
you call savages and cannibals?” If 
Fiji does not desire to have these 
people, with the prospect of having to let 
them stay in the island, they had better 
not let them comeat all. But if they are 
imported into Fiji they must be imported 
with the right to stay there, with the 
right to have the opportunity to 
engage in other forms of employment. 


And now I come again to my four points 
as to Chinese labour; and I would say 
that, in my mind, they absolutely destroy 
the analogy between Chinese labour and 
this Convention. My first point was 
that they are shut up in compounds ; 
my second was that they are shut up in 
compounds for some three years without 
women; my third was that they are 
restricted to unskilled labour; and my 
fourth was that when their contract 
ceases they are to be turned out of the 
country as aliens. I have always said, 
and I say again, that to place industry, 
to place labour of that kind under those 
conditions is to place it on unnatural and 
unwholesome conditions. Nothing of 
that applies to this Ordinance. And 
surely what the right hon. Gentleman 
forgets, or what he has not realised, is 


‘that this Ordinance is the beginning, the 
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foundation on which instructions and | 
be laid for the | 
| outside, surely that is a matter to be 


regulations are to 
management of labour in the New 
Hebrides. Hitherto there have been 
none so far as we are concerned. Now 
we have drawn this Convention by joint 
agreement as the general lines on which 
the regulation of labour is to take place in 
the New Hebrides. The right hon. Gen- 
tleman and hon. Members opposite assume 
that these regulations, as they appear in 
the Convention, are a maximum. They 
are not the maximum. They are the 
minimum of safeguards from which we 
start. They have to be supplemented by 
instructions to the Commissioners with 
regard to the carrying of them out, and 
they are supplemented in the Convention 
by puwer to the Commissioners to make 
regulations to see that they are properly 
carried out. And of all the points which 
have been made hitherto I do not 
think there is one which cannot be 
covered by regulations to be made by 
the Commissioners in the islands, or 
instructions to be sent to them. 
Take the hours of labour, for instance. 
The provision in the Convention is simply 
to exclude altogether hours of labour at 
night ; it is not to say that the hours of 
labour in the day must be twelve, nor 
does it prevent further regulations being 
drawn up by the Commissioners to see 
that in each case the hours of labour not 
only do not amount to twelve, but are 
not under any conditions excessive. And 
when the regulations are carried out you 
must have inspectors appointed under 
them to see, not merely that nobody is 
employed in night work, but that 
the conditions under which they are 
employed during the day, and the length 
of time that they are employed during 
the day, are proper and not oppressive. 


Mr. BALFOUR (City of Lon- 
don) : will the right hon. Gentleman 
tell me where the powers are given in 
the Convention to the Commissioners to 
remodel the whole conditions of labour 
laid down in the Convention ? 


Siz EDWARD GREY: Article 7 
says— 

“The High Commissioners shall have power 
to issue jointly for the peace, order, and gvod 
government of the group, as well as for the 
execution of the measures resulting from the 
present Convention, local regulations binding 
on all the inhabitants of the gr 


Sir Edu wd (fren. 





{COMMONS} 
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[OPPOSITION cries of ‘Outside the 
group.”| As regards any British territory 


dealt with by instructions to Fiji, or to 
any British territory to which the 
labourers are sent. And, if in any British 
territory to which the labourers are sent 
the conditions are more stringent than 
they are under the New Hebrides Con. 
vention, it will be the conditions in the 
place to which they go which will govern 
the condition of the labourers there. In 
the group you have power to the 
Commissioners to make supplementary 
regulations, and to see that the provisions 
of this Convention are carried out in a 
humane and reasonable manner. Outside 
the group in British territory vou have 
equal power to regulate the whole 
conditions of labour of everybody in that 
territory whether they go there from the 
New Hebrides or anywhere else; and 
any importations from the New Hebrides 
will get the benefit of the conditions 
there. Take the further point of whether 
natives will be engaged not understanding 
the conditions of the contract. Clearly, 
under this Convention when it comes 
into force you must, as far as British 
recruiting is concerned, have officers who, 
before embarkation, will investigate the 
conditions and make sure that the natives 
recruited do understand the conditions 
under which they are engaged. But that 
is not a matter to be provided for in the 
Convention itself. [Opposition Cries of 
“Why not?”] Because we have got to 
draw up for ourselves the instructions 
and regulations necessary for carrying 
out the Convention. The Convention 
lays down a certain general minimum of 
safeguards. It remains for us, when the 
Convention has to be worked, to send the 
instructions to the Commissioners to 
make the regulations to ensure that the 
Convention is carried out in the spirit as 
well as in the letter. The Commissioners 
must, of course, have power to decide 
from time to time what are the con- 
ditions which it is thought fit to impose 
upon recruiters. They clearly will have 
an ample discretion, by the appointment 
of inspectors and by the appointment ot 
officers for the purpose, to ensure that 
these abuses which hon. Members say 
might arise under the Convention shall 
not arise. The Convention prescribes 
certain general objects. It does not say 
how — objects are to be carried out. 
How they are to be carried out and 
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whether they are efficiently carried out | officers to refuse licences for work out- 


depends, and must depend, upon the 
regulations issued by the Commissioners 
on the spot on instructions sent to them. 
{Mr. STANLEY WILSON: “ We put it all 
in the Chinese Convention.”| One thing 
more is wanted. The House has got the 
Convention before it. It must, of course, 
have before it when the regulations are 
drawn up, as they will be drawn up 
before the Convention comes into force, 
the instructions which are drawn up 
for our Commissioners, and it will have 
from time to time the regulations made 
under the Convention for the carrying 
out of the Convention. You have two 
alternatives otherwise. One is to leave 
labour entirely unregulated, which I 
think is undesirable; the other is to 
prohibit labour being engaged in the 
islands at all, which, of course, is out of 
the question and would not be for the 
good of the islands—it would make pro- 
gress impossible. Here you have the 
possibility of a Convention such as this, 
which is being laid down as the starting 
point, but which needs to be supple- 
mented by instructions and regulations 
for the carrying of it out. Within those 
limits there is ample power for making 
satisfactory and humane regulations, and 
I have not the least doubt that before 
the Convention comes into force the 
House will be satisfied by the instruc- 
tions which have been issued that they 
are such as will secure that the Con- 
vention is carried out, not only in the 
letter, but in the spirit. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) 
said the remarks which had just fallen 
from the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs were very interesting and illumin- 
ating in some respects, but they were by 
no means conclusive. The right hon. 
Baronet had given no reasons whatever 
why England and France, which were 
jointly responsible for the well-being 
ot the natives in the New Hebrides, had 
no joint responsibility and apparently 
no individual responsibility for the well- 
heing of the natives outside the islands. 


Sin EDWARD GREY: I did not say 
that. 


Sin GILBERT PARKER said that 
the Under-Secretary for the Colonies 
in answer to a question had_ replied 
that it was within the power of these 


side the group unless they were satified 
that such work would be conducted under 
proper conditions. That answer was 
scarcely sutticient. It was unreasonable 
that France and England, which were 
jointly responsible for the natives and 
the conditions under which they lived 
and worked in the New Hebrides, 
should limit their joint responsibility 
to the conditions under which the natives 
worked within the islands. He suggested 
that one of the reasons for signing this 
Convention was not merely to give 
British and French settlers opportunities 
for employing native labour under certain 
conditions, but rather to have a Conven- 
tion which would give to France the 
opportunity of employing natives to a 
very large extent for labour in the mines 
of New Caledonia. He desired to be 
careful in speaking of our relations with 
a foreign country, and he could under- 
stand the reticence of the right hon. 
Baronet upon the point. He would like, 
however, to point out that there were 
only between 500 and 600 French and 
British settlers in the New Hebrides, and, 
therefore, the amount of native labour 
they would require was not very great. 
Any hon. Member who studied the con- 
ditions prevailing in New Caledonia 
would find that they had got there, not 
600 French and British settlers, » but 
12,000 French settlers and 11,000 
prisoners and recidivists, and _ those 
settlers were free and engaged in 
business and desired to engage natives. 
There were only something like 20,000 
natives altogether, which was an insufti- 
cient number, when the women and 
children were deducted, to provide sutti- 
cient labour for the fast developing 
mines in New Caledonia. If they com- 
pared New Caledonia with the New 
Hebrides they would find that the 
former was in a more civilised state 
with its commerce and trade develop- 
ing fast, and, therefore, there was a 
very large demand for labour. If this 
Convention was to rest solely upon the 
employment of natives by the settlers 
in the New Hebrides, it was not 
worth the paper it was written on. One 
of the parties to the Convention desired, 
not with any ulterior object, to have 
a larger supply of native labour, and 
they signed it because it gave freedom 
to France to make her own regula- 
tions for making and recruiting labour 
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under conditions which France alone 
should establish, and to get all the 
labourers she required for New Cale- 
donia from the New Hebrides. He 
did not quarrel with that, but he did 
quarrel with putting the Convention 
upon any other basis but that. The 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 


{COMMONS} 





had spoken about the articles of the 
Convention dealing with the employ- 
ment of labour as being simply the 
broad lines upon which the labour was 
to be conducted. The right hon. Gentle- 
man said that the natives under the 
Convention would have rights. They 
might be employed from sunrise to 
sunset, and in twenty to thirty other 
particulars the Convention was as 
explicit as the Chinese Ordinance. But 
the right hon. Baronet said that those 
articles were only the basis of the Con- 
vention. In his opinion it was never 
intended to go one step further 
than those articles in regard to the 
regulations for labour in the New 
Hebrides had it not been for the de- 
bates which had taken place in this 
House. The silence of hon. Members 
on the Ministerial side when this 
question was first raised was the very 
best proof that they were wholly 
justified in raising the discussion. The 
right hon. Baronet had spoken about the 
details being left for further consideration 
by the High Commissioner and for 
further instructions which would be sent 
out. If France was ready to consider 
those regulations now, after the Conven- 


tion was signed, why were not the 
protests of the Colonies and _ of 
Australasia in particular considered 


before the Convention was signed ? 
Thirty-six of the sixty articles of the 
Convention were criticised by the Aus- 
tralasian Government. These elaborate, 
carefully argued, and moderately put 
proposals were sent home, but it was too 
late. The right hon. Gentleman sug- 
gested to the House that matters had so 
crystallised between France and England 





that it would have endangered the sign- 
ing of the Convention if the protests of 
the people who understood the conditions 
had been pressed. He was afraid that 
the right hon. Gentleman had unintention- | 
ally misled the House with regard to the | 
importance of the New Hebrides to | 
Australia in the matter of trade. It was | 
true that France had a greater popula- | 
tion in the New Hebrides. The trade of | 
Sir Gilbert Parker. 
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the New Hebrides with Australia had 
increased. It had been suggested that 
the Australian tariff prevented the 
development of trade with the New 
Hebrides, but the right hon. Gentleman 
knew that a subsidy had been granted 
to ships trading between the New 
Hebrides and Australian ports with the 
result that the total exports from the 
New Hebrides in 1905 were £43,000. 
The exports to Sydney were £25,000 
and to Numea £18,000. Apart from the 
general desire to have proper control of 
the natives of the island, he honestly 
believed that the Convention rested upon 
the desire on the part of France to have 
a free hand in the recruiting of natives 
in the island for New Caledonia. The 
right hon. Gentleman had suggested that 
all we had to do in the future was to 
approach France and get France's con- 
sent to new regulations, and then to 
instruct accordingly the High Commis- 
sioners who would grant the licences. 
Did the right hon. Gentleman think that 
that was going to be an easy matter now 
that the Convention was settled? Did 
he not realise that, if there was a diffi- 
culty in getting France to sign the 
Convention at all, there would be much 
greater difficulty in reopening the ques- 
tion, and getting what would be called 
the petty details settled, in a country 
where the people would not be so ex- 
actly concerned for the well-being of the 
natives on the islands as the followers 
of the right hon. Gentleman?! He and 
his friends complained of the articles of 
the Convention as not being full enough, 
not upon the basis that the natives were 
being badly treated, but upon the basis 
that right hon. and hon. Gentlemen were 
not true to their own professions, and 
that they had been insincere. Right 
hon. and hon, Gentlemen opposite, when 
in Opposition, insisted that every detail 
should be worked out, settled, and detined 
in this House. They would not trust 
the High Commissioners, nor the officers 
employed by the Government in South 
Africa, nor the Government through the 
Legislative Council. They would not 
trast their humanity. Humanity as 
expressed in the views of Members of 
this House was to be the only guide. 
The present Opposition had some right 
to complain. If hon. Gentlemen oppo- 
site were going to apply that principle 
to the making of regulations and to 
entrust nothing to individuals, then 
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in the signing of this Convention the 
Government, according to their own views, 
had not done their duty. He protested 
against the silence of hon. Members on 
the other side of the House. 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) 
said they were waiting till the hon. 
Member sat down. 





Sin GILBERT PARKER said he had | 
no doubt the hon. Member would be | 
ready toreply. In regard to the question 
of Mr. J. B. Robinson’s relations with the 
Government, he would only deal with 
one point in the hon, Gentleman’s speech 
The Under-Secretary had said that all 
that was necessary for the Witswaters- 
rand Native Labour Association to do to 
regulate the supply of labour in the 
Transvaal was to turn on and off the 
tap at its will. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: I said it was in 


their power. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER: But why 
did the hon. Gentleman make such ¢ 
statement unless he meant that they were 
likely to do it? What evidence was 


tion. He also wanted to justify the 
action with regard to Mr. J. B. Robinson, 
who agreed to give up his licence for 
3,000 Chinese if he could have the 
privilege of recruiting in Portuguese 
East Africa. Was that a fact? The 
hon. Gentleman said the other day that, 
on the day of the meeting of the Com- 
mission that had been appointed to 
consider the whole question of recruit- 
ing in Portuguese East Africa, the 
Portuguese Government had agreed to 
denounce their agreement with the 
Witwatersrand Native Labour Associa- 
tion. Was that a fact ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: That was the 
agreement which the Portuguese Govern- 
ment made. The date of the Commis- 
sion is not yet fixed. The state of 
things which it affects is entirely altered. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER: Then I 
understand that the Commission lapses. 
Is that the case ? 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Commission 


will not be persisted in unless it is the 
wish of the new Government. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER said the 





there that the association turned on and 
of the tap atany moment? The hon. 


hon. Gentleman had brought charges 


Gentleman knew that the Chamber of | against the Witwatersrand Native Labour 
Mines in the Transvaal by two separate | Association which he had not supported 


resolutions refused at all to consider the | by a particle of evidence. 
or | the charges in order to secure a political 


idea of bringing Chinese, Japs, 
Oriental labour into the Transvaal. It 
determined first to use every effort to see 
how many of the 500,000 natives could 
be got. Before the war they had between 
100,000 and 110,000. 
evidence of turning on and off the 
tap in the record after the war? In 1901 
there were 14,851 recruited; in 1902, 
58,000; in 1903, 85,000; in 1904, 
87,000 ; in 1905, 101,000; and in 1906, 
90,000. There was thus a_ steady 
increase during these years. There had 
been £424,000 spent in recruiting. 
There was absolutely no turning on and 
off of the tap. There were 30,000 
natives employed in domestic and other 
kinds of work outside the mines. They 
had come to the Witwatersrand district 
since the war, so that there were as 
many native labourers in the Transvaal 
now as there were before the war. The 
hon, Gentleman wanted to justify the 
attack which had been made on _ the 
Witwatersrand Native Labour Associa- 


Where was the | 


He had made 


| point at the moment, knowing in his 
own mind when he did so that the 
/Commission would not be appointed 
until after the burden of responsibility 
had been thrown upon the people of the 
Transvaal. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: The Commission 
was not to inquire into the methods 
of the Witwatersrand Native Labour 
Association. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER said he 
knew that very well, but the point which 
the hon. Gentleman made against the 
Witwatersrand Native Labour Associa- 
tion was that it turned on and off the 
tap of native labour when it chose and 
that its methods were corrupt, whereas the 
evidence was entirely against him from 
every quarter. He made those charges 
to score a political point, hoping to 
get advantage for his friend Mr. J. B. 
Robinson, but that had not been achieved. 
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The Government knew that it would not 
be achieved because of the correct 
attitude of the Portuguese Government. 


Mr. CHURCHILL said that the hon. | 
Gentleman had no right to speak in that 
manner. The hon. Gentleman had no 
reason to know what was in his mind, 
He had spoken to the Committee with 
the utmost frankness when he said that 
he honestly believed that the Commission 
would in fact meet, and that facilities 
would be extended to other parties from 
month to month, until a new state of | 
things supervened. 


Sim GILBERT PARKER said that 
that excuse did not explain the cireum- 
stances ; and he ventured to suggest that 
the hon. Gentleman had not substantiated 
a single charge which had been made 
against the Witwatersrand Native Labour 
Association. There was a report signed 
by Mr. Quinn and Mr. Whiteside, friends 
of the present Government. He knew no 
more honourable gentleman than Mr. 
Quinn, who was, moreover, a Labour 
Member, and in the report which he signed 
as to the inquiry into the methods of 
recruiting and the results obtained from it, 
it was stated that that inquiry had been 
of the most searching character and that | 
no evidence whatever bad been brought 
forward in support of the accusations | 
made against the Witwatersrand Native 
Labour Association, that the officials 
of the Association had carried out their 
work zealously, and that the money spent 
had been well and generously spent, and 
had been well directed. He knew a 
great many members of the Johannes- 
burg Chamber of Mines and of the 
Witwatersrand Native Labour Associa- 
tion, and he had a right to say that the 
attack made upon them was unworthy 
of the hon. Gentleman and of the office 
which he held. 


Mr. MARKHAM said that Mr. Quinn 
signed the minority Report. 


{COMMONS} 


| recruited ? 
| Witwatersrand Native Labour Associa- 
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the Witwatersrand Labour Association 
had not been beyond reproach ; but the 
concession for entering into that compe- 
tition had been given to a member of the 
Witwatersrand Labour Association who 
had broken the rules of the Association, 
had been driven from it, and had secured 
the support of the Government. Would 
the hon. Gentleman get a return as to 
the conditions under which the natives 
in Portuguese Territory were to be 
No charge made against the 


tion had, he contended, brought con- 


| viction to the House either on the one 
| side or the other. 


He moved the reduc- 
tion of the vote by £1,000. The state- 


'ments of the Under-Secretary for the 


Colonies in regard to the Progressive Party 
in the Transvaal, and all those opposed to 
him, had not been either outspoken 
or high-minded. If Lord Elgin, and not 
the Under-Secretary, represented the 


|Colonial Office point of view, then he 


ventured to say that Lord Elgin’s own 
words were the strongest criticism that 
had been made of the speeches of the hon. 
Member on the Chinese question. The 
chickens were coming home to roost ; there 
would be a good many bills to pay and 
accounts to settle in South Africa, and 
everywhere else ; and that they would he 
settled against the present Government 
when the great accounting came. 


Motion made, and (uestion proposed, 
“That Item, Class II., Vote 6 (Colonial 
Office), be reduced by £1,000."—(Sir 
Gilbert Parker.) 


Mason SEELY (Liverpool, Aber- 
cromby) said that the hon. Member for 
Gravesend had, together with others, 
made an attack on the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, in regard to 
what had been said of the Witwatersrand 
Native Labour Association ; but he would 
have supposed that most hon. Members, 
knowing what the record of that 
body was in regard to its management, 


and knowing that it had reduced the 


Sir GILBERT PARKER said that Mr. 
Quinn signed the minority Report on one 
point alone; but Mr. Quinn gave his ad- 
herence to every statement he had quoted. 
The hon. Gentleman he knew, had in his 
mind competition by respectable bodies 
for recruiting in Portuguese territory | 
and other parts of South Africa. There | 
was nothing bad in that if the efforts of | 

Sir Gilbert Parker. 


wages of the native labourers at the very 
time when they ought to have been 
increased —— 


Smrrk GILBERT PARKER: Robinson, 
if you please. 


that had 
If he 


Major SEELY said that 
nothing to do with the matter. 
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had been allowed to finish his sentence, 
he would have said that the Witwaters- 
rand Native Labour Association reduced 
the wages of the native labourers by 
50 per cent., when they knew that as the 
result of the war they should have raised 
wages. Then they demanded a sort of 
labour which everybody in this country 
objected to, and so had landed not only 
this country, but South Africa in the 
greatest difficulty. When a monopoly of 
that kind had been granted by those who 
had done incredibly foolish things, 
Lord Elgin should not be quarrelled with 
if an attempt were made to break up 
that monopoly which had brought so 
much disaster on the country as a whole 
and on the gold industry in particular. 
The right hon. Gentleman ha * condemned 
the New Hebrides Convention, and he 
frankly confessed that he had wondered 
as he had listened to all that the right 
hon. Gentleman had said in regard to 
it to what side of the House he would 
have to wander. [OPPOSITION ironical 
cheers.}| Of course, he meant if there 
had been a scintilla of truth in the 
suggestion made by the right hon. Gentle- 
man that the terms of the New Hebrides 
Convention had any resemblance what- 
ever to the clauses in the South African 
Chinese Ordinance. But he had read 
every word in the Blue-books and 
he had the pleasure of meeting some 
of the gentlemen who had drawn up 
the New Hebrides Convention, and 
although he hoped that some of the 
conditions in the Convention would be 
altered later, he maintained that every 
one of them would have the effect of 
improving the condition of the labourers 
recruited in the New Hebrides for 
service out of the islands. If that 
were true he thought that hon. Members 
opposite should employ their time some- 
what better than in trying again to 
disprove what the Foreign Secretary 
had shown to be the case—that 
every one of these clauses in the Con- 
vention would, in point of fact, and were 
intended to increase the well-being of the 
natives of the New Hebrides. What he 
and his friends objected to in the South 
African Chinese Labour Ordinance was 
that it violated the four following prin- 
ciples: that no man should be allowed to 
enter into a contract which deprived him 
of his freedom of movement, of the right 
to raise himself in the social scale by 
the exercise of his strength and skill; of 
VOL, CLXX. [Fourr SERiEs. | 








the right to hold property, and of the 
right to continue to reside in the country. 
He maintained that those principles had 
done more for the freedom and happiness 
of the human race than anything since 
the coming of Christianity. They had 
been violated in the South African 
Chinese Labour Ordinance, but were to 
be found in the New Hebrides Convention. 
So long as hon. Gentlemen opposite 
sought to enforce their Chinese labour 
policy, so long would they be in a pitiful 
minority. Speaking from no partisan view 
he was glad that the Opposition was 
harking back to this question of the New 
Hebrides and the labourers employed 
there, because bit by bit they on that side 
were committing hon. Members opposite 
to pure humanitarianism. It was absurd 
to watch the shifts to which hon. Gentle- 
men were driven, but after all good 
might come out of evil. If hon. Gentle- 
men opposite approved of the repatria- 
tion of people in the New Hebrides and 
in Fiji they would soon get rid of their 
objection to a similar course being pur- 
sued in South Africa, and at last 
the 53,000 Chinamen there might be 
restored to their homes. They had the 
fact that the right hon. Gentleman 
lamented that the women who went to 
the New Hebrides with the men might 
not be the wives of the men they went 
with. In so far as they took up that 
position they joined with them in con- 
demning the system which prevailed in 
South Africa which no man could con- 
template without horror. Perhaps after 
this, hon. Gentlemen opposite might join 
with them in their condemnation of the 
treatment of the natives in Natal, to 
which they were not strangers but to 


which they had to pretend to be 
strangers in order to bolster up 
this curious case in support of 


Chinese labour. He agreed with what 
had heen said that probably reforms 
would not have been promised — in 
regard to this question but for the 
debate on the subject. They insisted 
that the Government should over and 
above all take some humanitarian view 
and a higher view of the dignity of man 
than had hitherto prevailed. He hoped 
that good would come out of evil, and 
that when we had got rid of the Chinese 
difficulty in South Africa—General Botha 
and all the Boer leaders stating that we 
had brought the Chinese in against their 
will-the Dutch leaders might set to work 


3A 
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with us to improve the condition of the 
native races not only in the British Empire 
but throughout the world. 


*Mr. F. E. SMITH (Liverpool, Walton) 
said he often wondered whether it was 
given to any fallible human creature to 
be as righteous as the hon. and gallant 
Gentlemen opposite contrived to appear 
in these and cognate subjects. He 
argued that there was a close analogy 
between the case of South Africa and the 
New Hebrides in regard to the Conven- 
tions dealing with imported labour. He 
denied that there was only one thing 
which fundamentally differentiated the 
one system from the other. The question 
they were determining was whether there 
existed the same kind of moral responsi- 
bility between those who introduced 
Chinese labour in South Africa and those 
who introduced indentured labour in the 
New Hebrides. It was quite possible to 
introduce fine and finical distinctions 
between the New Hebrides and the 
Chinese ordinances, but he did not think 
the two cases could be distinguished. 
What they had to ask was whether the 
gravamen of the charge made against the 
late Government at the last general 
election did or did not survive in the new 
ordinance made by the new Government. 
The essence of the charge was that the 
man was taken from his home and that 
for a given period, the duration of 
which was beyond his control, he was 
placed under a master by whose power 
his personality was dominated and 
destroyed. That was the essence of the 
charge made in respect of Chinese labour. 
The Under-Secretary for the Colonies had 
submitted various defences, every one of 
which coming from a politican of his ex- 
perience was more astounding than the 
last. He said the state of things was 
better than it was before the last ordin- 
ance was introduced. That was a new 
defence coming from the lips of a free 
Government who had inherited this con- 
dition of cannibalism and savagery. He 
would have thought that their duty was a 
civilising and ameliorating duty, and he 
did not think that such a defence should 
have commended itself to them. For 


himself he said that when they were deal- 
ing with cannibals and savages from the 
standpoint of moral responsibility, they 
should not establish and claim credit for 
a system not so completely immoral 
as that which they found. 


Major Seely. 


That point 
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was raised in a question to the Prime 


Minister, who was evidently unac- 
quainted with the whole subject. He 
had grave doubts as to whether the right 
hon. Gentleman’s attention had been 
directed to any of the clauses of the Con- 
vention which dealt with the employment 
of Jabour in the New Hebrides. He was 
quite satisfied that the right hon. Gentle- 
man knew nothing about the ordinance 
and the terms which the Liberal Party 
had made themselves responsible for in 





regard to labour in the New Hebrides, 
and he had therefore showed that 
caution and discretion which they 
all admired in approaching the sub- 
ject under discussion. Later in the day, 
when he had had an opportunity of 
refreshing his mind, he commissioned the 
Under-Secretary to make a defence which 
turned out to be no defence at all. 
What was the defence of the Under- 
Secretary for the Colonies? He said, 
* You must be aware of the fact that we 
are dealing with France; we have a 
joint responsibility with France,” and 
the argument had been repeated «/ 
nauseam that, because they were dealing 
with Imperial questions and with another 
Sovereign Power, they were excused 
from the higher standards of moral 
responsibility. He could imagine a little 
child sold into slavery and carefully 
measured by hon. Gentlemen opposite, 
observing, “I am not as you might 
suppose the chattel of the Liberal 
Party; I am only a little victim of 
co-dominium.” But they had to deal 
with this question quite apart from that 
consideration, and they wanted to know, 
and what the country would soon want 
to know was, why were women and 
children employed under these conditions 
of slavery? When the hon. Gentleman 
said there was no resemblance between 
the two cases he agreed, to this extent, 
that the Chinese system did not extend 
to women and children. They were 
dealing, however, with a novel system of 
indentured labour, and he wished it to 
be understood that it was the Liberal 
Party who first formally sanctioned the 
introduction of native women and 
children to labour in alien surroundings. 
They were told by the Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies that there would 
be an opportunity at the Colonial Con- 
ference for the Goyernment to extricate 
themselves from the dilemna in which 





they were placed, and after conference 
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with the Colonial Premiers they might | possibly be worked, and that the object 


be able to relieve themselves from 
their present position. But when 
the Colonies expressed their dissatis- 
faction with the policy which was being 


pursued they were expressly told that | 


they could take it or leave it, but that 
those were our lowest and our last terms. 
these were the longest hours that could 
When the Colonies expressed their 
dissatisfaction with the moral condi- 
tions they were told explicitly, ‘Those 
are the ultimate terms we have been 
able to extract from France, and you 
can take it or leave it.” On what basis 
was it suggested that the ultimatum then 
presented might now be abandoned ! 
Had anything transpired which _per- 


mitted the Government to introduce 
the ameliorating conditions? It was not 
possible to introduce them. The hon. 


and gallant Gentleman had said he would 
gladly see the Ordinance amended in 
many respects, but he had contented 
himself with a vague and general aspira- 
tion which was in marked contrast 
with those far more explicit suggestions 
in which he was so fruitful a few years 
ago. He could only hope that some 
speakers on the other side of the House 
would condescend to give some particulars 
and show that they, in common with the 
Opposition, disapproved of the Ordinance 
as it now stood, and assist to procure modi- 
fications only offered to them by the 
Government at the point of the bayonet. 
In many points the Ordinance was capable 
of correction, and they would like to know 
how much of it was still open to recon- 
sideration. Was it still open to deal 
with the clause which permitted the 
engagement of female children? He did 


/was to secure that labourers should not 
work all day and all night. He thought 
the right hon. Gentleman rather overrated 

‘the endurance of these children. He 
would remind those hon. Gentlemen 
whose moral withers were so completely 
wrung during the last few years that 
seven hours was about the duration of 
the tropical night, and that therefore 
these children could be compelled to 
work seventeen hours. 


Masor SEELY : Does the hon. Gentle- 
man say seven hours is the length of the 
ordinary night in the New Hebrides ? 


*Mr. F. E. SMITH said he had taken 
the figure from a friend who professed 
to be familiar with the New Hebrides, 
but he would take it at ten, and would 
let his hon. and gallant friend save his 
character for consistency and morality 
by the difference, if he could. The 
point was that under the terms of 
this Liberal Ordinance every employer 
would be at liberty to employ these 
children from sunrise to sunset. It 
was no answer to say that that was a 
provision which need not necessarily be 
availed of. Was that the spirit in which 
the Liberal Party considered the tempta- 

‘tion and weakness of the employers in 
the Transvaal? Was it really put for- 
‘ward as a defence that they were con- 
tent to take the chance of the employers 
| making moderate use of the powers given 
them? Then, as to the subject of the 


‘employment of women, was there one 


not doubt that his hon. and gallant friend | 


would associate himself warmly with a 
campaign which would not merely have 
for its object a reform in the employ- 
ment of children, but would make it 
absolutely impossible for any child, male 
or female, to be employed for three years 
under indenture, unable to leave that 
employment whether he or she wished 
to or not and committed to it at the 
unrestricted discretion of the chief of a 


tribe who, on the Government’s own case, | 
Would | 


was a cannibal and a savage. 
the hours of labour fixed in the Con- 
vention be subject to reconsideration ? 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
had told them that the limitation be- 
tween sunrise and sunset meant that 


Member of the House who would go to 
his constituents and say he voted for a 
system of indentured labour for women ! 


Mr. AINSWORTH (Argyllshire) was 
understood to ask whether the hon. 
Member would prefer that the men should 


| go without the women ? 


*Mr. F. E. SMITH said it was not for 
him to indicate whether he preferred, or 
did not prefer, that women should accom- 
pany the men, but in the Ordinance there 
was provision for the employment of 
female children quite without the ques- 
tion of a wife accompanying her husband 
‘under the happy domestic arrangement 
| which the hon. Member pictured to him- 
‘self. The hon. Gentleman had appar- 
‘ently in his mind a happy hearthside 
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with an indentured labourer on one side 
and his indentured wife on the other. 
When the Opposition were told by the 
hon. and gallant Gentleman that they 
were to be a pitiful minority so long as 
they ventilated this subject, he could 
only say it was a risk which they were 
deliberately prepared to take. He had 
never been able to attach the exaggerated 
value which the hon. and gallant Gentle- 
man attached to the right of an inden- 
tured labourer to stay in the country in 
which he had been temporarily enslaved. 
So far as he could understand the objec- 
tion the hon. and gallant Gentleman had 
to the Chinese Ordinance was that when 
the period of enforced labour was ended 
the quasi-slaves were not allowed to stay, 
and that in the Ordinance of the New 
Hebrides there was no reason why they 
should not stay. He could not see what 
importance could be attached to the 
option given to these people to stay 
in the place where they had _ been 
so long enslaved Reverting to the 
earlier authorities on the subject of 
bondage, he had always understood 
that when the Israelites were slaves in 
Egypt their grievance: was that when 
their period of servitude was over 
Pharaoh hardened his heart and would 
not let them go, not that he hardened his 
heart and would not let them stay. 
The Government had come in pledged to 
deal not merely with an objectionable 
economical system — that would have 
been nothing: it would have been a 
mere error in economics such as many of 
them made at different times—but the 
case on which the Government went to the 
country, and on which they succeeded, 
was that they were dealing with an im- 
moral system such as no moral individ- 
ual or association of moral individuals 
could support ; and that sentiment was 
even yet cheered, though faintly and 
spasmodically, on the benches opposite. 
So far as the case rested on a moral 
basis, what were they to say of the Gov- 
ernment, the strongest Government 
numerically which had ever sat in the 
House, which for twelve months had 
unrestricted power to end root and 
branch! this immoral system, and which 
prematurely called into existence re- 
sponsible Government in the Transvaal 
in order to shift from their own shoulders 
the burden of a responsibility to which 
they had not the courage to rise? He 
ventured to say that when the record of 


Mr. FE. Sinith. 
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| before they left office. 
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these matters was written the epitaph 
of this Government would be—*“ Here 
lies the Liberal Government which was 
pledged to end slavery in South Africa, 
but which, in the first year of its existence, 
indentured women and children in the 
New Hebrides. ” 


Depts. Estimates, 1907-8. 


*Mr. SOARES (Devonshire, Barn- 
staple) said that in spite of the 
brilliant speech to which he had just 
listened, he candidly confessed that he 
did not understand the position of hon. 
Gentlemen opposite in regard to this 
question. He had always looked upon 
them as the champions of Chinese inden- 
tured labour and now he found them 
objecting to indentured labour in the New 
Hebrides. It seemed to him that their 
attitude was rather like that of Satan 
rebuking sin. They were condemning sin 
which they were inclined to, but which 
they had not the power to commit. 
One thing at any rate they might 
be glad of, and that was that the 
Party in opposition were undergoing 
an elevating process. The ex-Colonial 
Secretary said he was entitled to know, 
and insisted on knowing, the genuine 
convictions of those who governed. 
That was what they tried to get to know 
on the question of fiscal reform, week 
after week and month after month, 
during the last Parliament, and they 
could never succeed in getting any 
answer or explanation. If that were 
true, surely they were entitled to know 
the genuine mind of the late Govern- 
ment on the Chinese labour question. 
If the Opposition were entitled to know 
the genuine convictions of this Govern- 
ment, surely on the other hand, the 
ex-Colonial Secretary could now give 
them the reason why 16,000 licences 
were issued a few days before the late 
Government went out of office. So far 
as he knew, there had never been any 
explanation of that matter, and he 
would very much like to hear from 
the ex-Prime Minister or the  ex- 
Colonial Secretary what the reason was 
for the issue of those licences so shortly 
The hon. Member 
for Dulwich had complained of the strong 
language used by the Under-Secretary 
for the Colonies with regard to Chinese 
labour, and had implied that that  lan- 
guage was a fraud, that the Government 
were behaving in a fraudulent manner in 
regard to Chinese labour, and that they 
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had not intended to keep the promises 
they made at the general election. All 
he could say in regard to that was, “ Are 
thy servants Tories that they should do 
these things 7” The right hon. Gentle- 
man wanted to know what was 
position in regard to Chinese labour. 
He was not afraid to say what he 
understood to be the present position, 
which was, as he took it, that the 
Government had promised, indeed had 
told them, that no new licences should 
be issued, and that no new contracts 
would be made. It had been arranged 
as part of the Constitution, that twelve 
months after the meeting of the new Legis- 
lature the Ordinance of 1904 should abso- 
lutely cease. Then there wasalso provision 
made that if, by any chance, the new 
rovernment of the Transvaal should in- 
troduce a new Ordinance, containing pro- 
visions to which they might object, that 
Ordinance would be referred to His 
Majesty’s Government, and he was sure 
if that were the case, that if sueh 
an Ordinance, passed by the Transvaal 
legislature, contained any provisions 
similar to those of the old Ordinance, it 
would be absolutely rejected by this 
Government. With regard to the ques- 
tion of the New Hebrides, he was certain 
that no one on his side of the House 
would shelter himself behind the Govern- 
ment of France inthe matter. They were 
equally responsible with France, and they 
were prepared to take the responsibility. 
He had read the Blue-book on the matter, 
and he frankly acknowledged that this 
step in regard to the inhabitants of the 
New Hebrides was one intended to im- 
prove their position. There could be no 
doubt whatever on that point. There 
was no desire on the part of the Govern- 
ment in connection with the Ordinance 
to assist anyone to obtain cheap labour 
in the New Hebrides, and there was no 
taint of gold about it; the Government 
did not want to gain money for anybody. 
The object was to improve the position 
of these islanders in the New Hebrides. 
He frankly confessed, however, that he 
agreed with the hon. Gentleman opposite 
in much that he had said with regard to 
the Ordnance, and he could not help 


thinking that many horrible things 
could be perpetrated under it. He 


would like to ‘ave an assurance from 
the Government that if they found at 
any time that there was any cruelty 
whatever under the Ordinance, or that it 


the | 
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was being abused in any way, they would 
at once approach France and get the con- 
ditions altered. He would also like the 
Government to examine into the whole 
question of indentured labour by sending 
out a Commission in order to see how 
the Islanders were being treated, not 
only in the New Hebrides but in 
British Guiana and elsewhere and then 
let them have a full, free, and independent 
report. He was sure that would be 
beneficial, and he, for one, would be 
delighted if, during the tenure of office 
of the present Government, they not 
only got rid of Chinese labour, but also 
put an end to indentured labour. 


Sir F. BANBURY (City of London) 
said the hon. Member who had just 


|spoken had referred to the question of 


the licences which were granted just 
as the late Government left office. 


|It had been stated over and over again, 





and hon. Members must be perfectly 
aware of it, that those 16,000 licences 
were issued by the authorities of the 
Transvaal without the knowledge of the 
then existing (rovernment. 

MR. Did Lord Selborne 
know ? 


SOARES : 


Sir F. BANBURY: Lord Selborne 
was not in the Government here. Asa 
matter of fact, Sir A. Lawley issued the 
licences, which were not all put into 
execution, because the Under-Secretary, 
only a few days ago, said that over 
2,200 Chinese had been imported in the 
month of January. The Government 
had the power to cancel the licences, 
but did not do so. On one ocea- 
sion he was addressing an audience, 
and he used the information which he 
had seen in a stop-press telegram in the 
Westminster Gazette that it had been 
decided not to stop the issue of the 
16,000 licences. The audience would 
not believe him, and practically told him 
he was a liar. It appeared they had 
sent out for the paper, but had got an 
edition which did not contain the tele- 
gram. He, however, promised to produce 
the paper containing the telegram, if 
they would allow him to leave the room, 
he might almost have said, with a whole 


skin. He produced the telegram on 
the morrow and what happened? 


There was not a single apology from 
anyone of those people who had denounced 





{COMMONS} 


him ; they treated him very much in the | prosperity not only of South Africa but 
manner of hon. Gentlemen opposite when | of this country, and it could not be got 
they appoached this question—they said | without imported labour. That was the 
that the Government could not help it, | reason why Chinese labour was necessary. 
and that it was somebody else’s fault. | He had maintained that position before and 
The hon. Member had said that the | he maintained it now. In order to see that 
new Convention was free from the | Chinese labourers were properly treated, 
taint of cheap labour. Then 10s. a|they made the necessary provisions 
month was not cheap labour ; though he | under the Ordinance. They did not 
could remember that the 30s. or 40s. ajinclude women and children and they 
month, which was the rate of wages under | did not fix the wages at 10s. a month. 
the Chinese Labour Ordinance, was | To stipulate under this Convention for 
spoken of by hon. Members opposite and /10s.a month meant that in the opinion 
all over the country as disgraceful, and it | of the Government 10s. a month was a 
was said that such a rate of pay should not | fair rate of wages. Under the Chinese 
be allowed. Now the Liberal Party and | Ordinance they ensured that every 
their friends had entered into a Conven- | Chinaman who left the shores of China 
tion under which 10s. a month was to be | thoroughly understood what it was he was 
paid, and they did not make a minimum | leaving for, and where he was going. 
rate, so that there was nothing to prevent Officials were appointed to see that the 
the masters of these unhappy women and Chinamen thoroughly understood the 
children giving them 1s. a month if they | conditions under which they were going 
chose. They had been asked why they had | to work, but nothing of that kind was 
taken up this question of the New | provided under this Convention. In the 
Hebrides Convention. The hon. and | New Hebrides an exporter might 
gallant Member for the Abercromby | approach the head of the tribe and say 
Division had told them he was glad to |“ How many single women have you!” 
notice that the Opposition on this subject | There was nothing to prevent that 
were becoming more humanitarian. The exporter bribing the head cf the tribe 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies | to hand over any number of single 
had stated that the Opposition had taken | women without the consent of the, 
up the question because they wanted to | parents, merely with the consent of the 
holster up the odious system of Chi: ese | head of the tribe, and those unfortunate 
labour in South Africa. He would tell} women might be taken abroad and 
the Committee why they were taking it up. | forced to work from sunrise to sunset. 
The real reason was that they wished | There had been a discussion as to how 
to show the insincerity of hon. Members | long the night was in those parts of the 
on the Ministerial side who, whilst they | world, but every hon. Member knew 
denounced the Chinese Ordinance, which | that the night was shorter there than it 
was mild in comparison with this Con-| was here. Supposing the night was ten 
vention, did so at the yery time that | hours. That meant fourteen hours a day 
the Government were signing a Con- | for these natives to work, with only one 
vention which was worse. There was no | hour for meals, The Committee would 
other name for such conduct but remember that the other day hon. 
hypocrisy, and it was for that reason that | Members were denouncing the railway 
they were agitating this question and | companies — because railway servants 
bringing it to the notice of the people. | were employed for more than twelve 
The hon. Member opposite had said that | hours a day, although a good deal of the 
the Convention was free from the accursed | time was occupied sitting in the goods 
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taint of gold, but the hon. Member for 
Gravesend had clearly pointed out that 
its real meaning was that cheap labour 
was required for the mines in New 
Caledonia. It did not appear to 
be generally understood by the sup- 
porters of the Government that the 
members of the Opposition had always 
said it was necessary to provide labour 
for the main industry in South Africa, 
because gold was needed for the 


Sir. F. Banbury. 


vans. Now hon. Members below the 
| gangway were apparently going to 
| support a Liberal Government in making 
| natives work fourteen hours a day under 
an indenture. He regretted that the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies 
was not in the House because he under- 
stood him to say that the details regarding 
these natives were not in the Convention, 
and that arrangements could be made 
to alter any of the details. He would 
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like to refer for a moment to page 55 of 
the Blue-book dealing with the subject, 


and he would quote a letter from Lord | 


Elgin to the Governor - General of 
Australia, in which the Secretary of State 
said-— 


‘* Most of the suggestions made are intended | 


to supplement the Convention in matters of 
detail rather than to alter its existing 
provisions, because such a_ proposal 
Majesty’s Government would deprecate.” 
He would like to know how that agreed 
with what the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs had stated. The !etter 
further stated — 

“In the first place, it is long and elaborate, 
and secondly it is undesirable that it should 
go into avoidable detail, for the reason that 
any provisions embodied in it can only be 
properly altered by an amending Convention.” 


Hon. Members would remember that the 
Convention was excused by the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs on the 
ground that it was a collection of articles 
simply expressing the general idea of 
what should take place, and that all the 
details could afterwards be arranged and 
made operative regardless of the Con- 
vention. And yet Lord Elgin said that 
it was inadvisable that any change should 
be made in the Convention, and that 
nothing in that direction could be 
actually done without an amending Con- 
vention. How they could reconcile those 
two contrary views he failed to see. 
Then the right hon. Baronet had said that 


children only meant people under age, | 


but the Report referred to children, and 
contained the French word “ enfants.” 
He never knew before that the word 
“enfants” merely alluded to people 
under age. As far as one could tell from 
plain words it was children that was 
meant, and it meant children of any age 
as long as they were of a certain height. 
Hon. Members knew perfectly well that 
some children at twelve years of age 


were 5 ft. high, and some might be over . 


fifteen years of age, and yet would not 
be more than 4 ft. 11 in. For the 
Government to shelter themselves behind 
a height standard was an absurd _posi- 


tion and one which was not worthy | 


His > 


even of hon. Gentlemen opposite. 
hon. and learned friend had dealt very 
ably with the arguments of the hon. and 
gallant Member for the Abercromby Divi- 
sion, who seemed to think that if people 
were ina state of slavery in a certain place 
and it came to an end it was the height 


His 
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of their ambition to remain in the 
country in which they had been enslaved. 
[An Hon. Memper: “Yes, but not in 
slavery.”] He did not admit that it was 
slavery. The Under-Necretary of State for 


_the Colonies had said that the Law Officers 


of the Crown had advised him that the 
article relating to repatriation did not 
to be forcible 


mean that there was 
repatriation. He thought, however, that 


he could understand plain English, and he 
proposed to read to the Committee the 
article dealing with repatriation, and 
then he would ask whether any ordinary 
mortal would suppose that the article 


| in question meant anything except that at 


the end of three years the native was to 
be repatriated. The article provided 
that— 

“ Every labourer who has completed his term 
of engagement shall be returned to his home 
at the first convenient opportunity by and at 
the expense of his employer.” 

He was aware that in Parliament they 
had sometimes had a little difference of 
opinion as to what was the difference 
between the word “shall” and the word 
“may,” but in this particular case the 
words were “ shall be returned to his own 
home.” The article proceeded in the 
following terms— 

‘Such labourer shall be taken to the place 
where he was recruited, or if this is impossible 
to the nearest place thereto from which the 
labourer can without danger rejoin his tribe. 
In the case of unjustifiable delay exceeding one 
month in returning a labourer, the resident 
Commissioner concerned or the person 
appointed for the purpose shall provide at 


| the expense of the a for the return 


of the labourer to his home at the earliest 
opportunity.” 

That was a_ perfectly clear article, 
and there seemed to be no doubt 
whatever in it. If he had any inten- 
tion of going to law and could found 
his case upon such a clear provision as 
that, he would have no hesitation in 
going to law, in spite of the opinion given 
by the Law Officers of the Crown, because 
he did not think anyone could interpret 
such plain language into a declaration 
thatit did not mean repatriation at the end 
of the period of three years. The Con- 
vention further provided that persistent 
ill-treatment was not to be taken notice 
of until two written warnings had been 
given. Apparently one warning might 
be given in December and another in July, 
but steps were not to be taken for the 
protection of the labourers till those warn- 
ings had been given, though the sufferers 








1339 Civil Services and Revenue 


might be women. He would like to 
read a few extracts from that Blue-book 
on any platform in the kingdom, and see 
what the electors thought of the Govern- 
ment who were returned to do away 
with Chinese slavery, and who the very 
month they were returned entered into an 
agreement containing the clauses to which 
he had referred. The Under-Secretary 
and other Members had attempted to 
justify the Convention by saying that 
previously the inhabitants of the New 
Hebrides were in a worse position. 
He did not know whether that was true 
or not, but he would admit for the sake 
of argument that it was true. It did 
not seem to him that that was an excuse. 


It was a Convention in many ways far | 
worse than that in regard to the Chinese | 


which hon. Members opposite had de- 
nounced. All the excuse offered 
that these people were not in such a bad 
position as they were two or three years 
ago. Supposing the Liberal Government 
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from the Radical Government that they 
would take no notice of the remonstrances 
addressed to them. It had already been 
said that the reason for this sudden 
change of front was the debate which 
had been raised. If that was so, 
he thought the Opposition might con- 
gratulate themselves on the steps they 
had taken. He wished to point out 
what was really their position. They 
did not object to indentured labour 
provided that it was absolutely necessary 
for an industry that labour should be 
obtained, and that the labourers 
thoroughly knew what their wages, 
food, hours of work, and other condi- 
tions of service would be. Under the 
Chinese Ordinance the hours were ten. 


‘Let grown men accept engagements 


was | 
| been explained to them. 


were to find in a certain dominion under | 


their jurisdiction real slavery as_ it 
existed in the United States of America, 
where a master was at liberty to kill his 
slave, and instead of putting an end to 
that slavery they came down and said, 
“We have allowed slavery to continue, 
but we have said that no slave owner 
must destroy his slave. 
much better position than they were, and 
therefore we are to be excused for allow- 
ing slavery to continue.” That 
practically the argument brought forward. 


They are in a| 


after everything had 
But he 
and his friends did object” to the in- 
dentured labour of women and children. 
He ventured to say that there was 
not a man in the House who would 
have come forward at the last election 
and supported even his own Government 
if they had desired to bring into South 
Africa Chinese women and children to 
work from sunrise to sunset. 


under indenture 


Mr. LUPTON: They the 


are in 


| Chinese Convention. 


was | 


The Government did not deny that the | 
Colonial Governors had addressed remon- | 


strances to them. That wasa striking com- 
mentary on the abuse hurled at Unionists 
for not attending to their duties, and not 
knowing what was going on. The Prime 
Minister admitted an hour ago that he 
did not know of this Convention. Yet 
the right hon. Gentleman allowed slavery 
to go on without taking the trouble to 
inquire whether the Convention had 
been signed, or whether the Articles in 


the Conventions were sound and good. | 


He gathered from the Under-Secretary of 


the Colonies that he was going to consult | 


the Colonial Premiers at the Colonial Con- 
ference as to what might be done under the 
Convention. 
nary that the Government should take | 


It seemed to him extraordi- | 


Sir F. BANBURY disagreed with the 
hon. Gentleman. He hoped the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, who had made a great study 
of this question and who did not seem 
very happy, would get up and answer 
the remarks he had made. 


*Mr. MOLTENO (Dumfriesshire) said 
the hon. Member opposite had laid great 
stress on the fact that evidence was not 
produced that the Witwatersrand Native 
Labour Association had attempted to 
manipulate or vary the number of 
labourers, and had challenged hon. Mem- 
bers on the Ministerial side to produce such 
evidence. It might interest the Committee 
to know that there was considerable 
official evidence of that having been done. 
In January, 1906, Lord Elgin noticed 
|a curious variation in the figures, there 


that step now, when the Blue-book was | being a considerable number of native 
full of remonstrances from the different | labourers coming in summer, and fewer in 


Colonial Governments and full of answers | 


Sir F. Banbury. 


winter. 


That state of things suddenly 
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changed, and Lord Elgin asked Lord 
Selborne what was the reason. In his 
answer Lord Selborne enclosed a Report 


by the Secretary of Native Affairs which | 


contained the following— 


“Tam now directed to submit a statement for 
the period in question, viz., 30th April, 1905 


to 28th February, 1906, from which it will be | 


seen that the decrease in the labour supply on 
mines in the number of labourers from the 
Cape Colony was 9,711, from the Transvaal 
7,724, from Natal and Zululand 775, from 
British Bechuanaland 511, and trom Basuto- 
land 1,211... . There ean, nevertheless, be little 
doubt that the alterations adopted by the 
mines in the conditions of its labour recruit- 
ment, by insisting upon underground work 
and extending the periods of tcontract dic 
operate as a deterrent to the inflow from the 
Cape Colony, the Transvaal, and Basutoland, 
as the natives from those Colonies have 
always been accustomed to short contracts 
from three to six months.” 


It was well known that no respectable 
native would leave his home for more than 
four or six months in any year, and the 
result of the instruction that no man 
should be engaged unless he would 
agree to work underground for a period 


of one year had the effect which appa- | 


rently it was intended to have, of largely 


limiting the number of natives recruited. | 


He would like to refer to another fact 
in connection with the employment of 
natives. The right hon. Gentleman the 
Member for St. George’s, Hanover Square, 
was not always so enamoured of the 
Witwatersrand Native Labour Asso- 
ciation. In a telegram which the right 


hon. Gentleman sent to Lora Milner in | 


1904, he said— 


‘‘ Difficulties referred to in  Brownlee’s 
Report as being cansed by recruiters repre- 
senting as a month’s wage what is paid for 
thirty working days and by misunderstandings 
as to the rate of wages offered and promised to 
natives for surface and underground work are 
matters requiring attention, and great watch- 
fulness must be exercised in checking assault 
and corporal punishment and visiting abuses 
with adequate penalties,” 


There was good reason for the right hon. 
Gentleman’s disquietude, because most 
serious allegations were made by 


the Commission appointed by the Cape | 


Government. He would read ome or 
two passages from that evidence to show 
the conditions which prevailed, and which 
were so detrimental to the requisite 


| their European overseers and indumas: so 
much so that the boys wish to call back the 
| days of the Republic when the Boer dominated, 


| stating that they were better treated then and 
received better wages for their work. This 
brutal treatment, combined as it is with very 
| low wages, is enough to keep natives away from 


| Johannesburg. Treat them fairly, pay them 


| fairly, and labourers will flow to the labour 
centres.” 


that the highest authorities in South 
Africa—he referred to the Ministers of 
the Government of Cape Colony—stated 
|that there was no scarcity of native 
labour, that it was undesirable and 
/unnecessary for the authorities in the 
| Transvaal to go outside South Africa 
for labour, and that great evils would be 
introduced by having resort to Chinese 
|coolies. They stated that what was 
| needed was patience, and that they were 
/convineed that sufficient native labour 
| would be available, and could be secured 
| for working the mines in the Transvaal, 
|and other parts of South Africa, and 
| for all other requirements, if a fair wage 
was offered with considerate treatment 
in the way of housing and food. The 
right hon. Gentleman had said that the 
death-rate of the Chinese on the Rand 
was only eleven per 1,000, while the 
unfortunate natives died at the rate of 
| thirty-seven per 1,000. That suggestion 
was not fair. What was wanted was 
| that the natives should be better treated, 
'and if they were the death-rate at the 
mines would be lowered. That was the 
view of Lord Milner, who, in a despatch 
of 5th February, 1904, stated that the 
‘high rate of mortality in the mines was 
ithe weakest point in their armour, 
‘and that the death-rate ought to be 
enormously reduced. The moral to be 
| drawn from that was that they should not 
employ Chinese coolies, but improve the 
‘conditions under which the natives 
worked and make them more wholesome 
and decent. Notwithstanding all that, 
the natives were still being paid a lower 
wage by 25 per cent. than they were in 
1897. He did not regret that this 
discussion had arisen in regard to Labour 
| Ordinances, although he was not con- 
cerned as to whether the New Hebrides 


| He wished to draw attention to the fact 








number of natives being obtained. This | Convention was worse or better than the 
was what one of the witnesses said— |Chinese Ordinance in the Transvaal. 

“‘ Native labourers are being sjambocked and | Personally he did not like any of the 
beaten, and ill-treated in many other ways by Labour Ordinances. What he wanted 
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was to get back to the higher standard 
once held in regard to human liberty. 
The late Mr. Milner-Gibson once gave 
in the House a definition of slavery. 
It was— 

“ To get possession of men that we may make 
them work for us for our own profit, or to take 
possession of the fruits of their labour, is 
equally and always slavery ; there is no differ- 
ence but in degree.” 


That was the common result of these 
Ordinances, which deprived men of their 
liberty, and then by all kinds of regula- 
tions tried to obviate the evils which 
arose therefrom. He contended that 


they destroyed our ideas of freedom and 


of the right treatment of human beings. 
It was curious, too, to note that all these 
systems of indentured labour occurred 


not in self-governing Colonies, but in | 


Crown Colonies. There was no inden- 
tured labour now in any of the self- 
governing Colonies excepting Natal. 
That had come about because the 
people of the Crown Colonies had had no 
say in the matter, and they were easily 
persuaded by interested parties who were 
in haste to be rich that the salvation 


and prosperity of the Colony were depen- | 
dent on these artificial and unhealthy | 
Moreover, they had a demora- | 


systems. 
lising effect on the officials, for very soon 


they found the officials proposing in| 


South Africa to refuse to allow coloured 


men to hold land. Fortunately British | 


traditions still lingered in the Supreme 


Court, and the Chief Justice held that a | 


coloured man was as much entitled as 
a white man to hold land. However, 
again the officials, with the sanction of 
the High Commissioner, proposed an 
Ordinance to take away the right of a 
coloured man to hold land. To the 


credit of Lord Elgin he was glad to say | 
the Colonial Secretary refused to sanc- | 


tion that Ordinance. Another illustra- 
tion was the treatment of Indians, who 
had been banished in hundreds by a 
stroke of the pen simply because they 
were coloured, although British subjects. 
We never allowed the Executive in this 
country to banish an individual; that 


could only be done by the operation of | 
The treatment of the Indians 


the law. 
in the Transvaal was far worse under 
the officials than under the Boer Govern- 
ment. So demoralised were the officials 
that they again introduced an Ordinance 


Mr. Molteno. 
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| which imposed great disabilities on the 
Indians, to which Ordinance the Lord 
| High Commissioner gave his sanction. 
| Lord Elgin vetoed that Ordinance and it 
fell to the ground—a decision from 
'which Lord Selborne strongly dissented, 
| and remonstrated passionately in regard 
| to the particular part of it which per- 
|mitted an appeal against a decree of 
| banishment by the magistrates. Was 
‘it the desire of the House of Com- 
mons to impose thse restrictions, and 
destroy the liberty of British subjects 
|in that manner? He came to a more 
‘serious matter which affected the 
majority of the inhabitants of the Trans- 
;vaal, and illustrated the demorali- 
| sation of the superior race who got pos- 
/session of men in order to enjoy the 
fruits of their labour by making them 
/work for them. We were the trustees 
_of the native population of the Transvaal, 
| who were led to rely upon us for justice. 
Mr. Chamberlain had stated that their 
treatment under the late South African 
Republic was extremely brutal, and the 
late Lord Salisbury, and Lord Lans- 
|downe made similar statements. But 
what had we done to them? We em- 
ployed them in the war as scouts and 
drivers, and they acted with great 
‘fidelity; but no sooner was the war 
over, and we were in possession of the 
country than we first disarmed them, 
/next oppressed them, and finally sub- 
| jected them to spoliation. We began to 
tax themenormously. He found that the 
whole of native taxation in 1903-4 did not 
amount to more than £342,000, whereas 
only a year afterwards it reached £653,178, 
or 50 per cent. more than the taxes on 
|the rich gold mines, and nine times per 
| head wha: it wasin the Cape Colony. H» 
tho: ght these figures were extremely signi- 
ficant, and he estimated that the taxation 
in the Transvaal of the natives was fou 
times per head what it was in Basutoland. 
In the Transvaal he estimated that the 
whole cost of native administration did 
not amount to more than £200,000. 
whereas we were imposing taxes to the 
‘amount of £650,000. We were there- 
fore taking from the natives for the 
benefit of the rest of the population, 
£450,000. But not content with that 
there was worse to come, because we had 
, imposed a further tax of £1 per adult upon 
‘natives occupying Crown lands. But 
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we did not stop there; we had gone to| of Sta'e in which he admitied that an 
the extreme limit of imposing compul- | order for compulsory labour had been 
sory labour upon these unfortunate men, | issued in 1905 but had been withdrawn 
contrary, as he contended, to the pro- i in December 1906, but the other condi- 
visions of the Sand River Convention | tions remained, and it appeared from this 
and the Convention of 1881. Com-/| letter that the natives were to be placed 
pulsory labour was one of the chief| absolutely at the mercy of anybody to 
causes of the Matabele War, and in regard | whom their own ancestral land could be 
to Natal the difficulty had arisen through | assigned and they were to make their own 
men being taken away and being paid | terms. He did not think injustice could 
half the current rate of wages. A Com- | | go further or that this House would sup- 
mission appointed in 1905 pointed out | | port an act of such an unjust and gross 
the very serious results attending com-| character. We had come under obliga- 
pulsory labour. What was the result tions to these men by having disarmed 
of all this? We said to the Boers that | them. When the Boers were still in 
we would not permit slavery, and yet | | control the natives had, at all events, 
we had introduced a system which, | their arms, but to-day they had nothing. 
according to Sir Richard Martin’s Report, | A petition which they had sent was not 
was regarded by the natives as the| even allowed to reach us, because he 
introduction of slavery. Our honour! observed the words “not printed” i 

was involved in this matter. and our the Blue-book, One would not accuse 
pledges should be fulfilled. Even what} Lord Selborne of inhumanity, but the 
he had stated did not exhaust the cata- | noble Lord found himself in an unfor- 
logue of the evils which had been im-|tunate environment. When the High 
posed on these unfortunate men, the | Commissioner went out to South Africa he 
natives, since our rule commenced. | found himself among a community who 
They had been deprived of their rights | were demoralised by the introduction 
in their ancestral lands, and the natives | of Chinese labour, ‘and he committed 
on the Crown lands, under a decree that | himself to their view before he became 
had been issued, were liable in the Trans- | conversant with the circumstances of it. 
vaal to be turned off without any com- | The illustration of Chinese labour was 
pensation and without any provision for an admirable one. At Cape Town there 
their existence elsewhere. It was really was a calmer atmosphere, there were 
astounding that such a thing should be no natives in the near neighbourhood so 
possible. It was not less extraordinary that no violentantipathies existed there. 
that British subjects should be treated | A native policy had been pursued in 
in this manner by a stroke of the pen Cape Colony for many year sand had 
merely by the decree of the Executive. been carried on with great success. There 
He thought that was a question were no native troubles and no Indian 
that needed some investigation. 180,000 troubles in Cape Colony. The Indians 
natives had been subjected to this| had a vote there and could in that way 
penalty and they were the very natives right any grievance they had, whilst 
with regard to whom it was provided the natives ‘had representatives to look 
by the Conventions of 1881 that after their interests. In fact, there had 
they should have reserved for them , been far greater development in Cape 
locations where no white settlers were Colony than in any other part of South 
to be. It was laid down that the white , Africa, and he maintained that it was 
settlers should be taken out of the desirable to make use of the experience 
reserves when they were found there gained in that Colony and to associate 
and provided for by the Government. | ourselves with the policy that had been 
We had entirely ignored that provision. pursued there. If the High Com- 
and the natives for whom we provided missioner were resident in Cape Colony 
under the Convention of 1881 were now he would in such an environment be 
deprived of the land to which they had much freer to pursue a calm policy. 
been entitled from time immemorial and | There was now no necessity for a High 
were also disarmed. These facts had been | Commissioner in the two Colonies, because 
absolutely ascertained, because he had a there the Governor would now be the 


letter from Lord Selborne to the Secretary person in whom the power was vested. 
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He therefore submitted that the time 
had come when the transfer of the High 


Commissioner to Cape Town might 
well be made. In that way we should be 
able gradually to extend the more 


intelligent and humane policy adopted 
by the colony towards all the native 
tribes of South Africa. This matter 
was of immense importance to us, because 
not only had we a large obligation to 
protect the natives but we had also in 
South Africa a large number of troops 
who would have to bear the brunt of 
any rising that took place. The Govern- 
ment and the Liberal Party were returned 
with a mandate to give up the somewhat 
violent method of war and the assertion 
of racial supremacy, and to change the 
rule of the sword for that of wise and 
patient statemanship. He urged the 
Government by wise statesmanship to 
conciliate these people. The principle 
of good government was absolute justice, 
but in South Africa we had had the 
rules of justice and the sentiments of 
humanity set aside when they were 
thought to be opposed to the immediate 
needs of the State. But this was no 
justification in the light of morality or 
what was the same, of far-sighted policy. 


*Mr. J. WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) said 
that as one elected to represent 
labour he had been very much interested 
in the discussion which had taken place 
on this new form of indentured labour. 
He could have quite easily understood 
the opposition if it had come from those 
representing the democratic ideas of 
labour in the House, but he was quite 
unable to understand it coming from 
the members of the Opposition who were 
responsible for the Transvaal Chinese 


ordinance. He understood that right 
hon. and hon. Gentlemen upon the 


Opposi‘ion side had not retired from their 
position that that form of indentured 
labour was the correct form of labour. 
The senior Member for London recently 
said he was in favour’ of indentured 
coloured labour wherever it was needed ; 
hence it must be taken for granted 
that that was a form of labour in which 
they believed. That being so, how those 
who sat in opposition could oppose the 
particular form of indentured labour 
under the Convention in regard to 


Mr. Molteno. 
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the New Hebrides he failed to under- 


stand. The late Secretary for the 
Colonies said he believed the experiment 
of Chinese Labour in South Africa 
was the only thing that could be done 
under the circumstances and that it was 
a most useful institution for developing 
the new Colonies; therefore all this 
opposition to the scheme that had been 
arranged between this country and France 
was a sham in his (Mr. Ward’s) opinion. 
If they must have indentured labour 
either in South Africa or in the New 
Hebrides, the principle was the same. 
It was either bad altogether or good 
altogether. and if they defended it in 
South Africa it was impossible and 
illogical to oppose it elsewhere. In the 
early part of 1896 the Bri ish Labou 
organisations issued a manifesto when 
it was seen that the mine- owners in- 
tended war in South Africa because 
there was a shortage in the supply 
of mine workers. That manifesto, which 
was signed by some hundred trade union 
officials, declared that the sole reason 
why a war was being engineered 
was for the purpose of securing 
a supply of cheap labour for the Rand 
mines. They were then told in repli 
that it would be a splendid opportunity 
for British workpeople who were unem- 
ploved to find work and a splendid 
opportunity for British enterprise, and 
what made Chinese labour stick in the 
throats of the average Britisher was that 
he was so patently deceived from begin- 
ning to end. while labour was rejected 
and a system of semi-slavery intro- 
duced to take the place of fairly well 
paid native labour that had previously 
existed under the old Boer régime. 
He deplored the creation of a monopoly 
in recruiting, and thought the best 
argument against the Rand Native 
Labour Association was that since it was 
instituted wages had dropped by one- 
half. If the Government would only 
prick that bubble a little more and give 
every group of mine-owners the right to 
recruit labourers, the competition ‘hus 
produced would result in wages rising. 
Therefore he entirely agreed with the 
policy of the Government in that 
matter. As regarded Chinese labour, 
the real question, he thought, was 
whether or not these men lived under 
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conditions which were entirely wrong 
to European ideas. Economic neces- 
sity was no argument. There were 
certain industries in this country, certain 
mines which could be made to pay 
if serf labour was introduced. If no 
moral question was involved, if it was 
only an economic question they were 
called upon to decide, they could 
defend almost anything of that kind. 
If it was a question of pay only, if 
no moral questions were involved, if it was 
only a matter of economics, then they 
could swallow almost anything on that 
basis, in regard to labour supply. But | 


he thought the trade unionists in 1896 | 
were right. This cheap slave labour during | 


the last election was universally con- 
demned by the British people by 
their vote; and he had thought that it | 


would have been a long time before any | 


Government would attempt to employ 
or sanction that form of labour} 
again. 
mistake had been made. 


with those gentlemen who wanted to | 


employ the coloured races for their own 
benefit and profit was not 


special 
the British 


whether 


under it. To him it always 
that the question with them was whether 
they could get bigger interest for their | 


money. He expected that his hon. friend 


the Member for Gravesend would call it | 
necessity,” but he did not 


“ economic 
use quite such a polished phrase as that, | 
though it meant exactly the same thing. | 
[f they could get cheap labour of any 
kind it was good business; let them 


vet it at the lowest rate possible. In | 


that lay the crux of the whole 
business. The Rand Labour  Associa- | 
tion had a complete monopoly of | 


labour supply, and it was impossible | 
to have healthy competition under such | 
conditions. 
that the present Government had not 
altered the conditions at Kimberley. 
Though the Opposition had had the power 
for many years, yet they had not dealt 
with the compounds at Kimberley. But 
surely the example of Kimberley was 
not one to set up as an ideal either in 
respect of the conditions of labour or of 
human society. It was not an example 
for a democratic Government to follow. 


He was certain that a great | 
The question | 


Empire gave the | g 
greatest happiness to those who came | 
appeared | 


It was asked how it was | 
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Taking all these things into consideration 
and after the debate they had heard that 
day, he thought they must come to the 
conclusion that it was time they’should go 
back to higher standards of conduct be- 
tween white men and the coloured races. 
It must be recognised that they were men 
who were entitled to exactly the same 
treatment as ourselves. What was unjust 
| as between two white men bargaining 
| was equally unjust as between a white 
man andacoloured man. He was obliged 
to confess that he thought His Majesty’s 
Government had made a mistake in 
regard to the New Hebrides Convention. 
But it was those who supported right 
hon. Gentlemen opposite, those who had 
| clean hands, who had the right to com- 
| plain, and not the official ‘Opposition. 
He understood that it was a rule of 
‘Courts of Law that those who com- 





| plained should be able to show clean 
hands. Surely the hands of hon. Gentle- 
men above the Gangway were not clean; 

they would require a great deal of 
whitewashing. Modifications of the Con- 
| vention had been promised, and he thought 
| that the discussion would be productive of 
good. He hoped that the Government 
would avoid those old, barbaric, and 
| unjust ways of dealing with subject races 


' that came under the sway of this great 
| Empire in favour of more enlightened and 
honourable methods in the future. 


*Mr. ALDEN (Middlesex, Tottenham) 
| said he agreed with the words of the hon. 
| Member for Stoke and also with the spirit 


| in which he had uttered them. He believed 
| that what he had said commended itself 


to many men who sat on the Ministerial 
| benches. It seemed to him, as to the hon. 
| Member, that any compiaints on this sub- 
| ject should come from Radicals and 
Labour Members rather than from hon. 
| Gentlemen opposite, who had all along 
'condoned and encouraged indentured 
labour, to which Radicals and Labour 
Members were opposed. For his own part, 
in regard to the treatment of natives, he 
did not see much difference between the 
| twoFront Benches. It was the fashion of 
Governments, not only ours, but all Euro- 
pean Governments, to deal with natives 
and native races as though they were a 
| little lower than the animals; and what 
he hoped was that out of this discussion 
would come perhaps a greater desire on 
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the part of men of all Parties to do some 
justice to those who had been placed by 
Providence under our control. He would 
like to contrast the treatment of natives 
by our own Government and our Colonial 
Governments with the treatment of 
natives by the Government of India. 
The Government of India would never 
allow coolies to be recruited under the 
conditions which we and the Colonies 
allowed in times gone by. The Govern- 
ment of India would immediately put its 
foot down and say “‘ No; no one of our 
subjects shall be recruited under these 
harsh and unfavourable conditions.” 
On one occasion when such conditions 
were suggested, the Government of India 
put its foot down in opposition to the 
Imperial Government and immediately 
stopped the recruiting. In the Trans- 
vaal when on a similar occasion coolies 
were requisitioned from India.the Govern- 
ment of India stepped in and said they 
‘could not give their sanction to the con- 
ditions. In regard to the New Hebrides 
Convention, there were some things which 
could hardly be explained away except 
on the assumption that the Colonial Office 
had not looked very closely into the mat- 
ter. It was due to the fact that many 
things went through Government Depart- 
ments which were not likely to be carefully 
‘scanned by the heads of departments. He 
was of opinion that if the Opposition had 
been in power the New Hebrides Con- 
vention, right or wrong, would probably 
have been a good deal worse than the 
present Convention. The position of Mem- 
bers on those benches, and of Labour 
Members, was one of dislike of all conven- 
tions and such ordinances, whether in the 
New Hebrides, British Guiana, or the 
Transvaal, and the sooner we came to the 
conclusion that the whole system of 
indentured Jabour should be revised the 
better it would be. The fact was 
that in recent years our treatment of 
native races had rather worsened than 
bettered, and members of the Opposition 
and the late Government had set a very 
bad precedent and a very bad example. 
If we looked to our own Dominions it 
could not but be admitted that the treat- 
ment of natives in the last ten years had 
been lowered and degraded. Incidentally 
he might refer to the abolition of the stutus 
of slavery in Zanzibar. Although the 


Leader of the Opposition had promised 
Mr, Alden. 
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this, and although it had been promised 
by both Front Benches, we had not yet 
seen it anaccomplished fact ; but he hoped 
that it would not be long beforethe Govern- 
ment would be able to make a pronounce- 
ment on the matter, because he firmly 
believed that if the Government once 
made a promise they would keep it, 
The old feeling which animated those 
who employed slave labour in the 
past, a feeling which still survived in the 
Southern States of America, was more or 
less evident in our treatment of the 
natives in Natal and the Transvaal. So 
far as they could be employed for the 
creation of wealth, we were prepared to 
treat them as kindly as we would treat 
our horses or our dogs ; but the moment 
they claimed to live their own life, and 
that claim seemed to clash with what we 
regarded as the superior rights of the 
white man, that moment we relentlessly 
put into operation our favourite and 
guiding principle, that right was might. 
The old doctrine that “the King can do 
no wrong” had been re-stated “the 
Colonies can do no wrong,” since the 
right hon. Gentleman the Member for 
West Birmingham had been Colonial 
Minister. Those who read Sir William 
Butler’s book learned that in his view 
the troubles in Natal were largely 
due to interference with native rights, 
and the writer went further and 
implied that the demands that were 
being made in Natal were designed 
totreate another native rising, with a view 
to the wholesale confiscation of native 


lands. He was not stating his own 
views, but the views of those who 


had inquired into this matter on the 
spot. If that spirit were encouraged 
we should be laying up a_ store 
of trouble for the future. The natives 
occupying Crown lands in Natal were 
subject to certain conditions of occupa- 
tion, and had now to pay £2 per annum 
in addition to a hut tax, and they ought 
not to be dispossessed of their land. It 
was the same with regard to Crown 
lands in the Transvaal. A great deal 
had been said about the New Hebrides 
which concerned about 2,000 natives, 
but in South Africa they were dealing 


with millions. On the Crown Lands 
in the Transvaal, where there are 
about 180,000 natives, every native 


paid to the Government as landlord 
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a rental of £1, and also a poll tax. 
The squatters upon those Crown Lands 
were not necessarily men who had 
recently settled, but they were termed 


“squatters” simply because they were | 


residing on Crown lands not formally 
set apart for native locations. 
Crown lands were disposed of, the natives 
had to make the best terms they could 
with the owners, and the danger was, and 
the Commissioners admitted that danger, 
that the owners would use their power to 
exact both rent and labour far beyond 
what was just. Many land speculators 
had purchased Crown lands and were still 
purchasing them with a view to squeezing 
the utmost out of the native tenants. 
Absentee landlordism was as bad in 
South Africa as it was in Ireland, and 
added to the evils of absenteeism they 
had the unjust conditions imposed by 
the owner and the sense of insecurity 
which must always be an effectual bar to 
progress on the part of the native. The 
process of the disposal of Crown lands 
was putting unbearable pressure upon 
the native, and it had been stated over 
and over again by those who knew South 
Africa well that that pressure was and 
had been intended to provoke an out- 
break of violence and rebellion which 


would remove the last excuse for 
confiscation on a large scale. One 
of the recommendations of the Com- 


mission (not unanimous by any means, 
for he understood that there were 
three dissentients) was that sanction 
for native occupation on Crown lands 
should not be given unless an adequate 
rent was charged to the native occupier 
based upon the producing value of the 
land. Such a recommendation inter- 
preted by those who were anxious to see 
the natives dispossessed simply meant 
that whatever their rights by length of 
occupation, they must either submit to 
pay the rent charged by the Government 


or by the owner who had purchased from | 


the Government, accepting at the same 


If those 


time any other conditions which might | 


be imposed, or else leave the land which 
was in the strictest and truest sense their 
inheritance. 


It had never been denied | 


that the natives must always be the’ 


predominant race so far as numbers were 
concerned. Surely then it should be 
the'policyfof any Government to see to 
it that every protection was given to the 


millions of coloured people who, even 
from the labour standpoint, were such 
a mighty asset to our South African 
Colonies. The attempt to use the natives 
purely as the “ Nethinim,” the hewers of 
wood and drawers of water of South 
Africa without regard to our professed 
policy, which seemed to be sadly for- 
gotten, of welding together all races under 
the British flag, was sure to meet with a 
richly deserved failure. The whole policy 
of the treatment of native races must be 
revised and our administration must be 
established on a basis which would be all 
the firmer and more lasting because 
founded on principles of humanity and 
justice. 


*Mr. JESSE COLLINGS (Birmingham, 
Bordesley) desired to bring before the 
Committee a matter which affected 
the reputation of a Civil servant of long 
standing, and also, as he thought, the 
honour of the Colonial Office, if not of 
the British Government. He referred 
to the action of Sir Alexander Swettenham 
in the proceedings subsequent to the 
earthquake at Kingston. He had not 
put down any Motion to reduce the 
Vote, because that would seem to be 
offering opposition to the policy of the 
Government and would have made the 
subject a Party question. He believed 
the policy of the Government as it stood 
was a wrong one, but it was the result 
of a series of mistakes, of false informa- 
tion, and of local intrigues of which 
Sir Alexander Swettenham was now the 
victim. He did not know the Governor 
before he saw him in Jamaica, and he 
brought the matter forward only in the 
public interest. He would only speak 
of that of which he had been a 
witness, and what he was about to 
he felt sure would be confirmed 


say 
by other Members of the House 
of Commons who were present. There 
was the hon. Member for Bristol, 


and especially the hon. Member for 
York, whose courage and adventure on 
that memorable night, if related, would 
read almost like a romance. He asked 
the Committee to call to mind the 
suddenness and the horror of the situa- 
tion in which the Governor was required 
to act. A town about the size 
of Northampton was reduced in about 
fifteen or sixteen moments to a complete 
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wreck, and the scenes of horror, death, 
and mutilation could not be described. 
In those times men’s nerves were shaken 
and remained shaken. He saw strong 
men visibly trembling for hours, 
and some of them for days, after. 
For some reason which he could not 
explain his nerves were not shaken, 
and consequently he was able to take a 
cool survey of the situation. In the 
midst of that terrible scene he took 
out his watch and saw it was 3.33 of 
the clock. What were the duties of a 
Governor in such a sudden and dreadful 
emergency ? The first duty was to 
preserve the town from the violence 
which often followed panic. The same 
afternoon the Governor had done that 
with the forces at his command. A 
man with confidence in himself, he 
inspired confidence in all around him. 
The second duty of the Governor was 
to succour the wounded. His difficulty 
was to secure room in which to place 
them, and he applied for the room on 
board the ship “ Port Kingston” to Sir 
Alfred Jones, who had been shamefully 
attacked — [Mr. CuurcuItL: Hear, 
hear] — not by the American citizens, 
but by those American excursionists— 
those *‘bounders’’ who were, unfortun- 
ately, found in every country. Sir Alfred 
Jones replied promptly— 

“ My ship, its doctors, stores, food, appliances: 
the whole of the officers and crew are at your 
disposal.” 

And immediately barges full of the 
wounded put off to the ship, till it was 
crowded. About a dozen only of the 
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passengers regained the ship that night, he 
himself among them; the bulk of them, 
from 100 to 200, were at the hotel four 
or five miles off, and the captain sent 
messages to them saying they must stay 
there. Thus not only was everything done 
for the wounded, but it was done atthe ex- 
pense of the passengers’ comfort and safety. 
He mentioned that to show that not only 
was everything done for the wounded but 
that it was done at the expense of the 
passengers’ comfort. Owing to the action 
of the Governor, there was no want of 
food, and tens of thousands of homeless 
people were housed ‘in tents and 
shelters on the racecourse, and Lady 
Swettenham, with Lady Dudley and 
Mrs. Arnold-Forster, and other ladies, 
spent the night ministering to the! 


Mr. Jesse Collings. 





| nothing about the first. 
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sufferers. That was the state of 
things on Tuesday morning, when he 
went through the town and saw all he 
had described. So thoughtful was the 
Governor that he sent word to the 
American Admiral to refrain from firing 
the ordinary salute, as the sound of the 
firing would startle the sufferers. That 
salute was fired owing to a mistake 
which was afterwards explained. Under 
what accusation did the Governor stand 
at the present time ? He himself had no 
knowledge of international law, and 
he did not know whether it was right 
for a foreign Admiral to land troops in 
one of our Colonies withouf the permission 
of the Governor; but that was done. 
An American armed force was landed 
without the Governor’s knowledge or 
consent. As soon as Sir Alexande1 
Swettenhain heard of it, he insisted that 
it should be re-embarked, as he was 
capable of coping with every emergency. 
To his mind Sir Alexander Swettenham 
acted as became a British Governor. 
Had he done otherwise it would have 
been said that the American force had 
saved the situation. The coloured people 
acted exceedingly well. There was a 
great deal of pillaging for food and loot in 
the shops, but disorder was amply 
provided against by the Governor. A 
British officer told him that the pillaging 
was a case for the whip, not for the rifle. 
American officers took a different view, 
and if an American armed force had 
landed and had seen the black people 
pilfering, they might have used the 
rifle, not the whip. The vast coloured 
population might thus have been goaded 
into violence, which might have developed 
into insurrection. All that was avoided 
through the firmness of the Governor. 
Then the Governor had been condemned 
upon the letters. To his mind the 
letters were but an incident in a great 
duty well performed, There might be 
an error in style, but they should not 
form their judgment of work bravely 
and well done by that. There were two 
letters on that occasion. They heard 
It was from 
the American Admiral, and if they were 
going to judge by errors in style they 
would find as great errors in the Admiral’s 
letter as in that of the Governor. ¢ In 
fact it was the terms employed in‘ the 
Admiral’s letter that brought forth the 
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reply of the Governor. Admiral Davis 


in his letter said— 


‘T landed working parties both ships to-day. 


I purpose landing parties to-morrow unless you | 


expressly do not desire it. This party re- 
covered a safe that was stolen from a jewellery 
store. I judge from this that the police are 
inadequate to protect private property.” 


The Governor had already assured him it 
was adequate, but he appeared to have 
thought himself the best judge. It 
therefore appeared that the Admiral 
wanted to use his own judgment over the 
head of the Governor who, in the circum- 
stances, was the proper man to judge. 
Sir Alexander Swettenham replied— 


“Should be glad to receive safe, etc., close 


to sentry post where nothing is known 
about it. The American V. C. knows 
nothing about it. Police adequate. Your 


working party was helping Mr. Cresswell to clean 
out his store. No doubt private owners glad of 
assistance to save expense.” 


That letter was cynical if they liked, but 
it should be remembered that it was 
called forth by a cynical statement. 
Then Sir Alexander Swettenham went 
on tomake the remark, a jocular parallel 
case to that which had been so much 
condemned— 

“Supposing in New York some lawless people 
were sacking the house of a millionaire, would 
that warrant the British Admiral landing 
British troops to support the New York police ? ” 


The two men were friends throughout 
and parted in a friendly manner. The 
Governor said he would accept supplies 
of any kind, but would not assent to an 
armed force being landed. He himself 
visited the hospital and found that the 
wounded were being carefully and pro- 
perly attended to. Admiral Davis, wiring 
to his superior, Admiral Evans, before 
the correspondence took place, said he 
found Governor Swettenham a man of 
great power, and that he had assured him 
that there was no need of police protec- 
tion or relief. He added— 


“T landed fifty men to prevent mutiny in 
the penitentiaries.” 


But there was no meeting, and the 
Governor insisted on the men being re- 
called. No one doubted the good inten- 


tions of the American Admiral, but he, | 


like others, had been misled by false 
information given by intriguers, to whom 
he (Mr. Collings) would refer in a moment. 


VOL. CLXX. [FourtH Series. | 


Admiral Davis wired to his superior, 
Admiral Evans— 

“The situation here is confusing and con- 
flicting. Stories, complaints, and rumours too 
contradictory to enable me at present to form 
a clear judgment of actual situation.” 


He submitted that it was the Admiral’s 
duty to accept the Governor’s statement 
and assurances as to what was then 
considered to be the position of affairs ; 
but the fact was that the intriguers won 
the day. Sir A. Swettenham’s splendid 
conduct had met with universal approval 
on the island, and for that splendid con- 
‘duct the Governor had had to suffer. 
He had two letters, one of which he 
‘thought had not been published, and he 
believed the Colonial Office had no 
copy of it. He had got it from a good 
authority quite unconnected with the 
(rovernor. That authority gave him the 
following statement— 


} 


“On January 17, Admiral Davis promised 
to withdraw his troops. His officers persuaded 
him to land them the next day, but at noon of 
that day, after seeing the Governor, he did 
withdraw them. Two of his officers saw a 
newspaper reporter, and stated that the Admiral 
had been insulted by the Governor. The news- 
paper man went away immediately to the 
Mayor, obtained from him the annexed letter, 
and took it on board the “ Missouri.” 


“ Sir, on behalf of the Mayor and Council, 
as well as all the citizens of the stricken city, 
I desire to express my deep and sincere regret 
that any unpleasantness should have arisen 
to cause you to decide to withdraw the valuable 
assistance which you have voluntarily and so 
generously been rendering to this country and 
my unfortunate citizens. Whatever may have 
been the cause that has induced you to decide 
to withdraw, we deeply regret it, and we do not 
approve or take any part in it ; so we ask you 
not to withdraw your valuable assistance, or take 
offence at the conduct of one man, if, at a time 
when overwrought by _ responsibility and 
calamity he has acted in a manner that he 
himself will regret on reflection; and in par- 
ticular I ask you not to let the sick, wounded, 
and destitute call in vain for the comfort which 
until now they have been receiving from your 
hands, and for which I and they thank and bless 
you.” 


| That letter was signed, C. W. Tait, Mayor 
of Kingston. 


The following was the letter which 
Admiral Davis sent in reply to the Mayor’s 

| letter—a letter honourable alike to the 
' American Admiral, and to the English 
| Governor—a letter which he gave on the 
| condition that it should be published, but 


3B 
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which was practically not published as it 
appeared in only a very limited number 
of copies of a Paper as an “ inset ” 


* ULS.S. Missouri.’ | 


Kingston, Jamaica. 


“ Srr.,—Your hon.’s communication of this | 
date, in the name of yourself and the council as | 


well as all the citizens of Kingston, is received. 
I beg that you will understand that I am not 
withdrawing my squadron from Kingston by 
reason of any unpleasantness, any misunder- 
standing, or any cause of offence. I came here 
to render first and immediate aid. I could only 
remain for a few days, and within that time 
I have done all that lay in my power to do, 
and all that the representative of His Majesty’s 
Government has required of me. As a foreign 
naval officer I am bound to respect the wishes 
and requirements of the supreme authority of 
this island. I have left an emergency 
hospital at Winchester Park, which I believe 
to be in good working order, under the super- 
vision of the American Jesuit Fathers. If I 
were to remain indefinitely, there would, I know, 
be an abundance of work for me to do, but under 
the circumstances, having fulfilled the object of 
my mission, viz., to render first and immediate 
aid, my duties oblige me to withdraw. I am 
particularly anxious to remove the impression 
that there has been any misunderstanding 
between myself and the constituted authorities 
of Jamaica, and sincerely believe that the work 
of restoration will progress, and I express to 
you my wish that your city may rise again 
from its ruins and find its former prosperity. 
I thank you for your expressions of appreciation 
of such services as my officers and men have been 
able to render, and I have the honour to be, etc., 
“C. H. Davis. 
Rear Admiral, 

Com. Detached Squadron, U.S.A.” 
That letter, owing to intrigues, had been 
practically suppressed, because it showed 
that no insult had been offered to the 
American Admiral and that feelings of 
animosity between the Admiral and the 
Governor did not exist. In this comec- 
tion he had to regret the action of the 
British Government. Acting under a 
false impression the Foreign Secretary 
sent a communication to the American 
Government practically apologising for 
the conduct of the Governor. On 
the same date the Minister for War 
without waiting for official information, 
but acting solely on newspaper reports, 
sent what was practically a censure upon 
the Governor. All these appeared in the 
American newspapers, which poured the 
foulest abuse on the Governor, calling 
him a fool, incapable, and he knew not 
what else. Immediately when the Gover- 


nor saw these, and the Colonial Secretary | 
would verify the date, he sent in his 
Mr. Jesse Collins, 
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resignation. What other action could 
any high-minded gentleman, conscious of 
having discharged his duty, have taken 
under those circumstances than to send 
'in his resignation ? The Press of Canada 
held a very different opinion from His 
Majesty's Government, who had acted too 
hastily on newspaper reports. He read 
from a Toronto paper which contained 
an article full of praise of the Governor's 
conduct. There was a part of the people 
of this country who always supposed 
their own people to be wrong, but he 
believed the House of Commons, the 
country, and the Government were in 
favour of fair play. Before sitting 
down he would ask what was necessary 
to be done, to relieve a Governor of a 
Colony, whose splended action could not 
from the point of view of efficiency be 
criticised, from the stigma which had 
been thrown upon him. As the matter 
stood resignation was discreditable 
to the country and ought not to be 
persevered in. The country would 
demand that some restitution should be 
made to Sir A. Swettenham, not only as 
a matter of justice to him, .but to show 
to men serving the State abroad that 
they would be sheltered from  slanders, 
hes, and wicked stateme.its. 
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Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: No one wil 
deny that the subject brought forward 
by my right hon. friend is one of great 
interest and importance, and no one 
could speak on the point with greater 
personal experience and knowledge than 
he; but think I the Committee would 
rather reserve what they have got to say 
on the subject of Jamaica and its Governor 
to some other occasion than interrupt 
the particular discussion which has been 
going on during the greater part of the 
evening. Under our standing orders 
only one night can be given to the Vote 
on Account, and as the Prime Minister 
desires to speak before the discussion 
comes to an end at eleven o’clock, it lies 
with me to make as tolerably fair a 
division between us as I possibly can of 
the short time that remains. I should 
like to make some comments upon the 
answers attempted to the indictment of 
the Government’s policy in South Africa 
which was advanced by my right hon. 
| friend the late Colonial Secretary earlier 
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in the evening. But though the tempta- | 
tion is great, I abstain from yielding to | 
it, and in the few remarks I feel justified | 
in making I shall confine myself strictly 
to the questions raised by the New 
Hebrides Convention. If time availed 
[ should pass no such self-denying ordi- 
nance. I come to the question of 
slavery, whether in Africa or elsewhere, 
which has been raised in this debate, 
and I cannot do better than begin by 
referring to the speech made by the hon. 
and gallant Member for the Abercromby 
Division. I am bound to say that the 
hon. and gallant Gentleman, who always 
shines in our debates, shines much more 
when he is attacking slavery than when 
he is defending it. He hasa great natural 
love of freedom with which we all sym- 
pathise, and when he gives full play to 
those honourable emotions, though we 
may differ from the particular argu- | 
ments which he uses, we sympathise 
with the general spirit that animates his 
purpose. 





Masor SEELY: You had a funny | 
way of showing it a few years ago. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: The hon. and 
gallant Gentleman does me a great injus- 
tice, for I admired his speeches then 
much more than I do now. But when 
he stands up in the unaccustomed char- 
acter of apologist both for a Govern- 
ment and for slavery, he plays a part 
which is so unusual, and so rare with 
him, that naturally he plays it without 
finish, without perfection, without en- 
thusiasm, and without fire. But as he 
has given much study to this question 
let me comment on the four characteris- 
tics of slavery which he for the first time 
has laid down as the main incidents of 
that status. 





Mayor SEELY : No, I have laid them 
down again and again. | 


| China—I do 
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of these debates. Let us take his defini- 
tion. Apparently one of the essentials 
that characterise slavery is that the slave 
should not be able to do what he likes 
with his spare time. I believe that 
some of the most cruel conditions of 
slavery have been consistent with this 
liberty—conditions under which the slave 
was submitted to torture and to the 
absolute will and control of his master, 
and was yet allowed to do what he liked 
with his spare time. It is not a charac- 
teristic of slavery. Of course it was 
simply invented in order to deal with 
the compounds. It had no other object. 


Masor SEELY: It was invented by 
Lord Mansfield in 1834. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: A man, he 
says, is in servile conditions if he be not 
allowed to leave the compound when he 
is not at work. In the first place, that 
makes the Kimberley mines slavery. 
But the hon. and gallant Gentleman does 
not think that the New Hebrides con- 
ditions have a servile tinge, because there 
are no compounds. The _ indentured 
labourer is allowed to do what, he likes 
with his leisure time—in other words, 
during the hours of the night between 
sunset and sunrise, the indentured 
child labourer is allowed to go where he 
pleases. The hon. Gentleman seriously 
says that that puts the Chinaman in a 
servile condition and leaves the inden- 
tured labourers of the New Hebrides in 
a free position. Is not that playing 
with words? Is it not mocking the 
reality of the situation? The next 
mark of slavery discovered by the hon. 
Member is that anyone who is not ina 
servile condition can raise himself in the 
social scale. If the Chinaman can ac- 
cumulate money, and does so, in the 
Transvaal, then when he returns home, 
if money gives a rise in the social scale in 
not know if it does so or 


| not —then that rise isat the command of 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: Oh, I did not ! 
mean that the hon. and gallant Member | 
had not laid them down again and again ; | 
but that no one had done it before him; | 
that slavery, which is a well-understood | 
term, historically, socially, and juridi- 
cally, never had before the interpreta- | 
tion which he puts on it for the purposes | 


the Chinese labourer indentured in the 
Transvaal gold mines. 


Masor SEELY: I spoke of a rise by 
engaging in higher forms of employment, 
which is prohibited to the Chinese 
labourer. 
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Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: What happens 
to the Chinaman is this—that he can, 
under certain conditions and for a few 
years, make money, which enables him, 
when he returns, to rise in the social scale 
in a manner which would be impossible if 
he remained at home. Then what is the 
third test of slavery put forward by the 
hon. and gallant Gentleman? He can- 
not own land or real property. Well, in 
the United States nobody can own land 
except a citizen of the United States. If 
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known that when they put in “ shall” 
there was only one interpretation. 
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Mr. MACKARNESS (Berkshire, New- 
bury) rose, but 





Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said: I would 
most gladly give way, but time is so 
short the hon. Member must spare me. 
If there was anything required to make 
the conclusions at which I have arrived 





I go and reside there to-morrow and retain 
my British citizenship I cannot own a 
foot of land there ; but am I in a servile 
condition on that account? Then the 
fourth point of the hon. and gallant 
Gentleman was the subject of repatria- 
tion ; and here I come into some collision 
with the right hon. Gentleman the Secre- | 
tary for Foreign Affairs, who dealt with | 
this point. I maintain there is no dis- 
tinction in the matter of repatri tion 
between the Ordinance relating to the 
Chinese in the Transvaal and the Con- 
vention relating to the New Hebrides. | 
Will the Committee permit me to read | 
the two sentences which respectively | 
refer to the Chinese Ordinance on the one 

hand and the Convention relating to the | 
New Hebrides on the other? I shall not | 
say which refers to the one and which to | 
the other, and if hon. Members will not | 
look at their Blue-books I will ask them | 
to guess which refers to the one and 

which to the other. Here is one— 


“The labourer shall be returned to his home 
at the first convenient opportunity.” 


‘The labourer shall be returned without 
delay.” 
Can the right hon. gentleman, without 
referring to his book, tell me which sen- 
tence refers to the Chinese and which to 
the New Hebrides? I am quite sure he 
cannot. He has Law Officers who are 
prepared to say that “shall” means | 
“may.” Nowall the Law Officers whom 
I have had to do with have asserted that 
“may ” means “ shall,” but I have never 


| 
| 
| 
Here is the other— | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


heard them maintain that ‘“ shall ” 
meant “may.” If “shall” means 


* shall”? then it means “ shall” in both 
instances, and the Government who 


settled the question had before them the 
whole controversy which had been raging | 
through the country, and must have! view; 





coercive it is the phraseology of the 
Pacific Islanders Labour Act of 1880; 
it is closely germane to the point. 
Observe the phraseology used by those 
who then had to deal with the situation 
—the clause runs thus— 

** At the expiration of the engagement of any 
labourer his employer shall either cause him to 
be returned to his native island, or, if he does 


| not, he shall pay £5 to the emigration agent.” 


That, observe, is exactly carrying out 
what the Government say is the meaning 
of this Act. They had it before them, 
must have had it before them, when they 
iwwreed to the Convention. They had the 
two forms, that in the Chinese Ordinance 
and that in the Pacific Islanders Act. 
The latter expresses what they now say 
they meant to express, the Chinese 
Ordinance expresses what they say now 
they did not want to express, but they 
followed the language of the Chinese 
Ordinance and deliberately avoided follow- 
ing the Pacific Islanders Labour Act. 
I do not know if many hon. Gentlemen 
now present listened to the Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs this afternoon ; if they 
did I will venture to say there is not one 
who did not realise that every word he 
was saying was an after-thought, and 
was not in contemplation at the time when 
the Government entered into the Con- 
vention with France. The proofs of this 
statement—strong, I admit—are over- 
whelmingly conclusive. The Govern- 
ment now tell us that their Convention is 
a minimum which is to be modified 
by rules and regulations. But they never 
thought of that on the first night of the 
debate ; they never thought of it on the 
second night of debate; and they never 
thought of it when discussing the question 
with the Australasian Colonies. Not 


only did they not take their present 
view, but they took precisely the opposite 


and Lord Elgin has explicitly 
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committed himself to a statement of 
policy which is absolutely inconsistent 
with the view laid down by the Foreign 
Secretary. It will be in the recollection 
of the House that the Australasian 


Colonies protested against certain parts | 


of this labour convention. They made 
suggestions for its alteration. How does 
Lord Elgin deal with that proposal ? 
His way of dealing with it will be found 
on p. 55 of the Blue-book at the bottom 
of the page— 

“Most of the suggestions made are intended 
to supplement the Convention in matters of 
detail rather than to alter its existing provisions, 
and such proposals His Majesty’s Government 
would deprecate. In the first place, it is 
already inevitably long and elaborate; and, 
secondly, it is undesirable that it should go into 
avoidable detail for the reason that any pro- 
visions embodied in it can only be properly 
altered by an amending Convention.” 


But what Lord Elgin says in so many 
words must be obvious to anyone who 
is accustomed to interpret international 
or legal documents. I do not think 
that the law officers will support the 
Foreign Secretary. Does anybody im- 
agine, for example, reading the provisions 
of this Convention, that it is in the power 
of any local authority to alter the clause 
which says that women and children 
may be indentured as labourers? The 
right hon. Gentleman told us that a child 
was anyone under twenty-one. The 
right hon. Gentleman is wrong. I be- 
lieve from some points of view in English 
law anyone under twenty-one may be 
described as an infant; but when the 
word “ child” occurs either in an Act of 
Parliament or in an international in- 
strument it certainly does not mean 
people under twenty-one; and I am 
informed—though in this I am _ no 
authority I need hardly say—that the 
French enfant has equal authority with 
the English version, because they are of 
co-ordinate value in this matter. The 
French enfant is certainly not confined 
in this way, and, though it is possible 
in a Convention to make regulations 
as to what height a child is to be, a 
child can be any age, however tender, 
so long as it reaches that height. There 
is one other question which I would ask 
the Prime Minister, who is going to 
follow me. It is whether he seriously 
thinks the terms of the Convention can 


be modified by local arrangements on | cannot, of course. 








| to determine. 


1566 
the spot. One of the things the Aus- 
tralian Colonies complained about, and 
which Lord Elgin said could not be 
altered without a new Convention, was 
that certainly most remarkable provision 
to the effect that it was not until the 
unfortunate indentured labourer had 


| three times complained of ill-treatment 
|that anything was to be done on his 
| behalf. 


Now, you have only to read 
the words of the Convention to see 
that it does not lie with the local officer 
It is there in black and 
white ; itis there protested against in our 
Australian Colonies. It is there in Lord 
Elgin’s statement that it cannot be 
altered without a new Convention ; and 
then the right hon. Gentleman comes 
down and tells us that it is a minimum 
which can be made into a desirabl 
nazimum by administering the enact- 
ment. Sir, it cannot be altered in all 
its worst features, excepting new arrange- 
ments be come to between the Gov- 
ernments ; and I ask the Prime Minister 
who says he never heard of the Conven- 
tion until the first night of the debate—— 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
No. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I thought the 
ight hon. Gentleman said so. 


Str H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I said I never studied it. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: At all events 
{ wish to ask the Prime Minister this 
question, whether this desire to turn 
the minimum into a maximum, this 
lesire to modify the terms of the Con- 
vention, which they weuld not do for 
the Australasian protest, ever entered 
their heads until a protest had come 
from a different and more pressing 
quarter. Was it until the debate on 
this subject began on the first night of 
the session that it ever occurred to the 
Government ? Can they produce a shred 
of documentary evidence to show that 
they consulted with anybody—the Aus- 
tralian Government, the French Govern- 
ment, the local authorities, the authori- 
ties in Fiji or anywhere else, as to the 
modifications in this Convention? They 
They never thought 
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of it. 
that he knew all about the Convention. 
He never thought of it. 
Secretary and the Colonial Secretary 
were both parties to the Convention. 
They never thought of it. 
the people who have gone about stump- 
ing the country on the subject of Chinese 
slavery. It never occurred to them until 
dealing with the actual business of the 
country that this sort of provision was 
contrary to their own professions of 
faith until the fact was rung home to 
them. The truth is that the 
“slavery”? as now used by hon. Gentle- 


men has no moral significance; it has | 


only a party meaning. It does not refer 
to a status ; it refers to a controversy. 
If indentured labour is provided by a 
Unionist Government, if the people who 
benefit are owners of goldfields, and the 
people indentured are Chinese—that is 
slavery [Cheers]; yes, but if indentured 
labour is arranged by a Radical Govern- 
ment, if the indentured labourers are not 
Chinese, but people far less capable of 
protecting their own interests and if 
those who benefit by the indentured 
labour are people less important than 
the great industry on which the whole 
prosperity of the Transvaal depends, 
then that indentured form of labour 
is not slavery—it is social reform. I 
do not admire the policy of the Govern- 
ment; 1 do admire the flexibility of 
their terminology. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD or tHe TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): 
The Committee will have observed the 
alacrity with which the right hon. Gentle- 
man gave the go-by to South Africa. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: It was entirely | 


in consequence of a personal appeal made | 


to me on the right hon. Gentleman’s 
behalf that I took the course I did. 


Sin H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I will put it somewhat differently then. 


Mr. A. J. Balfour. 


{COMMONS} 


The Prime Minister now tells us| As the right hon. Gentleman was aware 


The Foreign | 


These are 


word | 
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| that he must give the go-by to something 
in his speech, he selected South Africa. 
| He therefore did not launch out into his 
natural admiration of Chinese labour in 
South Africa—I mean natural as one of 
the authors of it—except by incidentally 
and parenthetically referring to it when 
he came as he thought to the more burn- 
ing question of the New Hebrides. But 
I cannot part so easily with South Africa, 
because of the extraordinary statement 
made by the hon. Member for the Dulwich 
Division. He, using language which | 
think is pretty strong, even for the pre- 
sent condition of the House, accused us 
practically of having gerrymandered the 
Constitution of the Transvaal and bribed 
the Boers with an advantage in the Con- 
stitution in secure a verdict 
against Chinese labour. This is the sort 
of thing that is said in the House of 
Commons, at a time when the whole 
country are rejoicing at the successful 
result—(Cries of “ Brigg!”)—of what I 
do not hesitate to call the noblest example 
ever set by this country. Having prac- 
tically vanquished our enemies in the 
field, and they having become subjects 
of His Majesty, we gave them liberty, and 
in many quarters that had not always 
been sympathetic to the view taken 
largely on these Benches of South African 
questions—to the great delight of many 
such persons, the Boers have succeeded 
in forming a Government. ‘This is the 
result, it is said, of gerrymandering. 
What are the facts? To begin with, one 
main fact was that the Progressive Party, 
|as it is called, only struggled for three 
| more prospective seats than it obtained. 
|The Progressives were supported by 
| 17,694. They gained twenty-one seats. 
| The Nationalists, Independents, and 
| Labour men—the other class of British, 


order to 








_non-Progressive British, gained 19,788 
| votes, or 2,000 more than the Progressives, 
and Het Volk 23,769; and if we take 
the number of seats gained and divide 
these figures by them, the votes per 
‘seat of the Progressives are 842, the 
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votes per seat of the Nationalists 1,063, 

the votes per seat of the Independents | 
4,096, of the Labour men 1,738, and of | 
the Het Volk men 880. Thus the Pro- 

gressives actually polled fewer men pei 

seat than any of the other parties. I 

the hon. Member can discover anything 

unnatural or artificial or gerrymanderin¢ 

in that, he is a cleverer man than even | 

thought him. I pass now with the right 

hon. Gentleman to the subject of this 

Convention as to the South Sea Islands, 

He was rather fierce in his appeals to me, 

but he was nothing to the hon. and 

learned member for the Walton Division 

of Liverpool, who put conundrum after 

conundrum to me and 


‘Gorgonized me from head to foot. 
With a stony British stare.” 


He twitted me with ignorance on a 
previous occasion. On a previous occa- 
sion [ had not had the opportunity or the 
time to study the whole Blue-book, but 
on the ground of my ignorance I avoided 
expressing any strong opinion to the 
House on the subject. But there is 
something worse than ignorance. There 
is the “little learning” which is “a 
dangerous thing.” The hon. and learned 
Gentleman told us quite civilly, but with 
an air of superiority, that he belonged to a 
profession in which they were accustomed 
to interpret words and legal phrases, and 
therefore he thought he knew all about 
but he left out of his 
sight the fact that there is something 
besides legislation in this matter. There 
is administration. This Convention, as 
has been stated by my right hon. friend 
the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affiairs, really represents the minimum 
of safeguard against abuse. It is the 
skeleton which has to be filled in, not by | 
the collaboration of this country, but by 
the careful action and supervision of the 
Commissioners and inspectors who will 
be appointed in great numbers to see that 
there is good treatment meted out to the 
emigrants and to see that much more than 
the minimum of comfort and good treat- 


this Convention ; 
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ment is given to them. Much is made 
of the fact that women and children 
might be employed. In 1888, I believe, 
a Conservative Government was in 
power, and on that occasion a Polynesian 
Immigration Ordinance was passed, regu- 
lating the admission of this very class 
to Fiji; and I find in Clause 24 there is 
not a word said about women. It is 
assumed throughout that if men go, 
women may go, as is the case in every 
Ordinance that has been passed, whether 
by one Government or another, except 
in the case of the Chinese Labour Ordi- 


nance. Here is Clause 24— 


‘*No immigrant shall be recruited for 
service in the colony who shall be less than 
twelve or more than forty years of age.” 


So that twelve is really the age that was 
laid down by the Conservative Govern- 
ment in 1888; and I think their advisers 
were right—alleged ages not being much 
to be depended take 
height, and other characteristics as the 
best test. But I do not suppose that 
unyone expect that women 
wr girls, especially of twelve years, would 
by themselves be admitted, and, if I 


upon—to size, 


would 


mistake not, there is an actual provision 
in the Convention against women being 
taken unmarried. But the truth is 
they are passed from one island to another 
ind these transfers, with which we are 
iow dealing, will practically be confined 
co the group of the New Hebrides them- 
selves. if they go to New Caledonia 
heir recruitment, on being landed there, 
will be superintended by the represen- 
tatives of the French Government, not 
by us. If they go to Fiji they will go 
under this Fiji Ordinance I have quoted 
which, as it is the work of the right hon. 
Gentleman opposite, must be excellent. 
They will, therefore, not be subject to 
any of these alleged dangers; and they 
are to be recruited for field labour; 
and for field labour in that climate women 
and children are well fitted and to it 


they are well accustomed. Contrast 
the case of your Chinamen. What 
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have you done in South Africa with you| labour. [Opposition cries of “ No.”] 
Chinese labour? The great difficulty| Why are we asked to go to the country 
with our labour in many of these parts | and say we are in favour of women being 


is this terrible problem how to deal 
humanely and yet with proper discipline 
and order with the natives. 


But you 


go out of your way in order to get cheap | 


labour from a distant part of the world 


to work underground. They are men 


whom the communities among whom you | 


are introducing them detest, and will 
not allow to continue to mix with their 


subjected to indentured labour? That 
is sarcastically thrown at oyr heads. | 
have explained the extent to which 
this 
They go mostly to live with their hus- 
bands and_ their [Cries of 
“No.”] With the Party 
opposite, I have quoted the Fiji Ordin- 


women are involved in matter. 
children. 


regard to 


|ance, but I can cast my mind back a 


'good many years—to, I should say, the 


population and remain permanently 
amongst them; and you are driven | 
into that system of segregation and 


imprisonment which I will not waste 
In the New 


Hebrides, on the other hand, you are 


any words in describing. 


Minister 


had to be removed from his position 


vear 1875 or 1876—when a 


in a Conservative Government because 


he stood up and defended, and acted 


-upon his defence of, domestic slavery 


dealing with a state of things already in | 


the 
constantly migrating 


existence, where population are 


from island to 
island, constantly treated with barbarity 


and hardship. 


them as well as you can under this Con- | 


vention. You lay down in this Con- 
vention the minimum, as I said, of safe- 
guards required, and you appoint offiecrs 
at every point, both on the journey 
before they start and after they arrive 
at their destination, to see that they are 
Who is to 


pare the one with the other? 


com- 
They 


have no relation, no similarity whatever. 


properly dealt with. 


Hon. Gentlemen opposite appear to be 
very great opponents pro hac vice of 
anything in the nature of indentured 


| House of Commons. 


You step in to protect | 


the 
Surely it is not 


in Western Africa in the face of 
altogether repugnant to kon. Members 
opposite—it ought not to be, at any 
rate—to enter into a defensive engage- 
ment of this kind intended to control 


and regulate and bring into proper order 


the traffic which already exists, which 
is not very great in extent, but which is 
already in existence. And for my part 
I would say that, having made myself 
well acquainted with the Ordinance now, 
I see nothing which needs either apology, 


excuse, or explanation on our part. 
Question put. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 107; 
Noes, 283. (Division List No. 39.) 


AYES. 


Anstruther-Gray, Major Barnes, G. N. 
Arkwright, John Stanhope 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balcarres, Lord 

Balfour, RtHn.A.J.(City Lond. 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John 8. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) 





Sir IT. Campbell-Bannerman. 


Barrie, H.T.(Londonderry, N.) | 

Beach,Hn.Michael Hugh Hicks | Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 

Bignold, Sir Arthur | 

Bowerman, C. W. 
Boyle, Sir Edward 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 


Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Carlile, E. Hildred 


Cave, George 

Cavendish, Rt.Hn. Victor C.W. 
Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord John P. Joicey- 
Cecil, Lord R. (Marylebone, E. 
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Chamberlain, RtHn.J.A.(Wore | 
Coates, E. Feetham (Lewisham | 
Collings, Rt.Hn.J(Birmingh’m | 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig,Charles Curtis (Antrim,S, 
Craig, CaptainJames (Down, E. | 
Craik, Sir Henry 

Cross, Alexar der 

Dalrymple, Viscount 

Douglas, Rt. Ton. A. Akers- 
Duncan, C.(Bsrrow-in- Furness 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fell, Arthur 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. S. 

Forster, Henry William 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gill, A. H. 

Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8S.) 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Harrison-Broadley, Col. H. B. | 
Hay, Hon. Claude George 
Heaton, John Henniker 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Hervey, F.W.F(BuryS. Edm’ds 
Hills, J. W. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N. E. 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Perey 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Armstrong, W. C. Heaton 
Ashton, Thomas Gair 

Asquith, Rt. Hn. Herbert Henry 
Astbury, John Meir 

3aker, Sir John (Portsmouth) | 
Baker, Joseph A.(Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Baring, Godfrey (Isle of Wight 
Barker, John 

Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 

3arry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Bell, Richard 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, Sir J Williams (Devonp’rt 
Benn, W (T’w’r Hamlets,S.Geo. 
Sennett, KE. N. 

serridge, T. H. D. 

sertram, Julius 

Bethell, Sird. H(Essex,Romf’rd | 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Black, Arthur W. 

Boland, John 

Boulton, A. C. F. 

grace, William 

sramsdon, T. A. 

sranch, James 

Bright, J. A. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Bryce, J. Annan 
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Hodge, John 

Hudson, Walter 

Hunt, Rowland 

Jowett, F. W. 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kincaid-Smith, Captain 

Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Lockwood, Rt.Hn.Lt.-Col.A.R 
Lonsdale, John Brownlee 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Moore, William 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 
Nicholson, Wm. G. (Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

O'Grady, J. 

Parker, SirGilbert (Gravesend) 
Parker, James (Halifax) 
Pease, HerbertPike( Darlington 
Percy, Earl 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Randles, Sir John Scurrah 
Rawlinson, John FrederickPeel 
Remnant, James Farquharson 
Richards, T.F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 


NOES. 


Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat, W. J. D. 

Buxton, Rt.Hn.SydneyCharles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Campbell-Bannerman, Sir H. 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 

Causton, Rt. HnRichard Knight 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 
Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, William 

Coats, SirT.Glen(Renfrew, W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins, SirWm.J(S. Pancras, W. 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett,C H (Sussex, E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 
Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Cox, Harold 

Craig, Herbert J. (Tynemouth) 
Cremer, William Randal 


| Crombie, John William 


Crooks, William 

Crossley, William J. 

Cullinan, J. 

Davies, David (MontgomeryCo 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson, W.H.(St. Pancras, N 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 


SERIES. | 3 C 


| Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 


Roberts, S.(Sheftield, Ecclesall) 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 


| Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 


Rutherford, W. W. (Liverpool) 


| Sassoon, Sir Edward Albert 


Scott, Sir S. (Marylebone, W.) 
Seddon, J. 

Sheffield, SirBerkeley Geo. D. 
Smith, Abel H.(Hertford, East) 
Smith, F.E.(Liverpool, Walton 
Stanley, Hn. Arthur(Ormskirk) 
Starkey, John R. 

Summerbell, T. 

Talbot, Lord E. (Chichester) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Thomson, W.Mitchell (Lanark) 
Thornton, Perey M. 

Walrond, Hon. Lionel 

Walsh, Stephen 

Williams, Col. R. (Dorset, W.) 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley (York, E.R. 
Wyndham, Rt. Hon. George 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES.—Sir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Viscount Valentia. 


Dillon, John 

Dobson, Thomas W. 
Duckworth, James 

Duffy, William J. 

Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, Major E. Martin( Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Edwards, Frank, (Radnor) 
Elibank, Master of 

Erskine, David C. 

Essex, R. W. 

Esslemont, George Birnie 
Evans, Samuel T. 

Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Findlay, Alexander 

Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gardner, Col. Alan (Hereford, S 
Gladstone, Rt. Hn. Herbert John 
Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 

Cirant, Corrie 

(ireenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Greenwood, Hamar (York) 
Grey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
Gulland, John W. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Gwynn, Stephen Lucius 
Haldane. Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Halpin, J. 

Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Hart-Davies, T. 
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Adjournment 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 
Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, J.M.(Aberdeen, W. 
Henry, Charles 8. 4 
Herbert, ColonelIvor(Mon., 8.) 
Higham, John Sharp 
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Original Question put, and agreed to. 


> 


Committee to sit again to-morrow. 


ADJOURNMENT 


| O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 
| O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 


| O’Shanghnessy, P. J. 


tesolution to be reported to-morrow; 
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ITELEY, Yorkshire, W.R., 


e notice that to-morrow 


the suspension of the eleven o'clock rule 


would be moved. 


’ 


Ac 


On the Motion for the Adjournment, 


Yjourned at sixteen minutes 


after Eleven o’clock. 
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PRIVATE BILL 


BUSINESS. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR acquainted the 
House, That the Clerk of the Parliaments | 
had laid upon the Table the Certificate | 
from the Examiners that the further | 
Standing Orders applicable to the follow- | 
ing Biil have been complied with : 
_ Middlesbrough, Stockton-on-Tees, and 
Thornaby Tramw: ays [H.L.]. 


The same was ordered to lie on the | 
Table. 


Weston-super-Mare Grand Pier Bill 
H.L.4. The Chairman of Committees in- | 
tormed the House that the opposition to 
the Bill was withdrawn. The order made 
on the 28th of February last discharged, 
and Bill committed for Tuesday next. 


West Riding Tramways Bill [H.1.}. 
Reported, without Amendment. 


Royal Insurance Company Bill [H.1.] ; 
Medway Lower Navigation Bill [H.L.| ; 
: West Yorkshire Tramways Bill | H.L.] ; 
- Folkestone, Sandgate, and Hythe Tram- 
ways Bill {H.L.], 
ments. 


consent of the Prince of Wales 
and Bill reported, with Amend- 


The 
sivnified : 
ments, 


Manchester Ship Canal (Various 
Powers) Bill [H.1.]. The King’s consent 
signified ; and Bill reported from the 
Select Committee, with Amendments. 


Humber Conservancy Bill [H.1.]. 
port of the Board of Trade on the 
~ Humber Conservancy Bill {u.n.]. Ordered 
to he laid before the House. (fhe Lord 
Granard (2. Granard). 


w Asterisk (*) at the commencement of « =e eneronnees revision by a Member. 


Humber Conservancy Bil [u.t.}.  Re- 
port respecting. Laid before the House 
(pursuant to Order of this day), and to 
he printed, (No. 14.) 


REPOR L's, 
AUSTRALIA. 


Report of the Royal Commission on 
Old-age Pensions. 


VOL, CLXX. 


RETURNS, ETC. 


[FOURTH SERIES] 





Reported, with Amend- | 
| vessels ; 


Re- | 


| ago. 
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CHARITY COMMISSION. 
Fifty-Fourth Report of the Charity 
Commissioners for England and Wales. 


EDUCATION (SCOTLAND). 
Regulations for the preliminary educa- 


| tion, training, and certification of teachers 


| for various grades of schools, 1907. 


Presented (by Command), and ordered 
to lie on the Table. 


SEA AND COAST FISHERIES FUND (IRE- 
LAND) (NON-CONGESTED DISTRICTS) 
Account for the year ended 31st 
December, 1906. Laid before the House 
(pursuant to Act), and ordered to lie on 


' the Table. 


MORAY FIRTH. 
My Lords, 


TRAWLING 
THE EARL 


IN THE 
or ONSLOW : 


|in the absence of my noble friend, Lord 
| Heneage, I beg to put to His Majesty’s 
| Government the Question standing in his 
| name—viz., 


whether they will lay on the 


| Table of the House the orders to be issued 


to the commanders of the cruisers in the 
service of the Scottish Fishery Board, in 
relation to British subjects under contract 
of service with the owners of foreign 
also whether similar orders have 


| been issued by the Admiralty to naval 


Newquay and District Water Bill [11.1. }. | 


cruisers on the coast of Scotland. 


*LorD HAMILTON or DALZELL: My 


| Lords, Iam able to give the noble Lord 
| the information for which he asks. In 


fact, it was given by my noble friend the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 


| Affairs in the speech which he made on 
| this subject a little more than a fortnight 





The instructions to be observed are 
as follow :—When the officer commanding 


| a cruiser detects a trawler under a foreign 


flag trawling within the waters of the 
Moray Firth he is to obtain full informa- 
tion as to the operations of the trawler, 
such information to include all the facts 
that would be necessary for successful 
prosecution in the case of a British 
trawler detected under like circumstances ; 
with this addition, that every person on 
the vessel, of whatever rank, who uses 
or assists in the use of the method oi 
fishing known as beam or otter trawling, 

should be included in the report. ‘his 
instruction has been issued to the cruisers 
of the Scottish Fishery Board, and—— 


3D 
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THe Marquess oF LANSDOWNE: 
The statement made to the House by the 
Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs was 
that they should be included in the 
report “with a view to individual prose- 
cution.” 


Trawling in 


*Lorp HAMILTON or DALZELL: I 
have just referred to the Report in 
Hansard of my noble friend’s speech. 
The noble Marquess is quite right. That 
is, of course, the object of obtaining the 
information. This instruction has been 
issued to the officers commanding the 
cruisers in the service of the Scottish 
Fishery Board, and a similar instruction 
has been communicated to the officer 
commanding the only Admiralty vessel 
engaged in this duty. 


*THe MARQUESS OF LANSDOWNE: 
My Lords, I rise only for the purpose of 
expressing my hope that these instruc- 
tions will be carried out in a cautious and 
considerate spirit, because I think it is 
quite clear that our fishermen are placed 
in a somewhat difficult and invidious 
position owing to the action of the, 
Scottish authorities in this matter. What 
has happened is this. I understand that 
one or more Norwegian vessels have 
been found trawling outside the three- 
mile limit, but within waters which we 
desire to treat as if they formed part 
of the territorial waters of this country. 
There can be no doubt that the 
action of the High Court of Justiciary in 
Scotland, in convicting these persons, 
was quite in accordance with their duty. 
The Court had not to consider questions 
of international policy, but the strict 
question of the construction of an Act of 
Parliament ; and, dealing with it in that 
manner, they came to the only conclusion 
at which, in my opinion, they could 
arrive. 


It seems to me that His Majesty’s 
Government also dealt wisely and appro- 
priately with the case when they directed 
that the masters of the vessels should be 
released and that the fines should not be | 
enforced, because it is clear that muni- | 
cipal legislation of this kind could not be 
enforced against foreigners found outside 
the territorial waters of this country. | 
‘Therefore, up to this point, if I may say | 
so, I think the best has been made | 
of a very bad job. But the result | 
is unfortunate, because it gives, in| 


Lord Hamilton of Dalzell. 
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the case of two fishing vessels doing 
the same act in the same manner and in 
the same place, complete immunity to the 
vessel which happens to be foreign, while 
a Scottish vessel incurs the full penalty 
of the law. That may be a result which 
cannot altogether be obviated ; but I may 
remind the House that it is a result which 
was foreseen by the late Lord Salisbury 
when this question was discussed in 1895. 
He pointed out that that was a risk 
which we should inevitably run. 


Now, my Lords, we come to what | 
might call the second chapter of 
the story, which is even more perplex- 
ing than the first chapter. We have 
now to consider how we are to deal 
with any British subjects who may 
be found on board one of these foreign 
vessels. Let me say at once that it 
seems to me that in a case where there 
is a deliberate and flagrant evasion of 
the law, where a Scottish vessel, for 
example, equipped with Scottish capital 
and manned by Scotsmen, shelters itself 
under a foreign flag in order to do some- 
thing in contravention of the municipal 
law of this country, there can be no 
doubt that the authorities would be right 
in taking advantage of the state of the law 
in order to proceed against that vessel to 
the best of their ability. But there are 
other cases which are less simple. 


In listening to the statement of Lord 
Heneage the other evening, what I 
understood was that on board some of 
these vessels, which really were Nor- 
wegian vessels and had not been colour- 
ably transferred, there were to be found 
one or two British subjects, who 
had taken service on them under 
contract and were obliged, therefore, to 
obey the instructions given to them by 
the skippers, and that it was against 
these unfortunate people that proceedings 
were now to be taken. That seems to 
me to be pushing the law rather far ; 
and what, a little, alarms me in the 
wording of the instructions which have 
just been read to the House is this—that 
they seem to contemplate that the local 
police vessels should make it their busi- 
ness to intercept foreign fishing vessels, 
search them for British subjects, and 
then proceed against those subjects with 
the utmost severity. That procedure 
may sometimes be inevitable, but it does 
seem to me to be a matter that should be 
handled with very great tact and caution. 
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I am bound to say that I have at the 
back of my mind a suspicion that the 
Scottish authorities and the Foreign 
Office are not exactly of one mind as to 
the manner in which the case should be 
dealt with, and if I may venture to give 
a word of advice I would recall the old 
saying attributed in the early days 
of the Volunteers to a member of that 
corps. One Volunteer said to his neigh- 
our, “ You are out of step,” and the 
ext man replied, “‘ Then change yours.” 
lf anybody changes step in this matter 
| hope it will be the Scottish Office, and not 
che Office represented by my noble friend. 


Lord HENEAGE: My Lords, I am 
very sorry that I arrived at the House 
just too late to put my Question myself, 
and | am indebted to the noble Earl for 
asking it in my name. There is one 
question I should like to put to the repre- 
sentative of the Scottish Office—namely, 
whether it is in the power of a cruiser 
belonging to the Seottish Fishery 
Authorities to board a vessel outside the 
territorial waters and to inquire as to 
whom they have on board. It is quite 
clear that the men who are to be prose- 
cuted next Monday would never have 
been prosecuted at all, their names would 
never have been known, if it had not 
heen for the fact that the Scotish Fishery 
Board's cruiser boarded the vessel when 
they wanted to prosecute the skipper, 
and then they got the names of the men. 
li international law as indicated by 
my noble friend the Under-Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs is correct, they 
had no right to board these vessels or to 
iuterfere with them in the North Sea. 
The instructions now given to the 
cruisers apparently contemplate — the 
hoarding of foreign vessels in the North 
Sea, for it is the North Sea, although it 
has been formally enclosed by the Moray 
Firth by-law. I must remind the Govern- 
ment that the great difficulty we had 
vhen we first began trawling in the 
North Sea was the difficulty of foreign 
‘ountries boarding vessels which they 
said were inside territorial waters, but 
vhich we said were outside. It appears 
0 me that, if this is persisted in by the 
irst maritime nation in the world, we 
hall have reprisals, which will bring up 
the whole of these quarrels again. You 
o going to risk the closing of one- 
ith of the North Sea in order to pre- 
ferve 2,000 miles in the Moray Firth, 
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which is of no use to anybody except 
a few longshore fishermen engaged 
in a decaying industry. 

I have heard different opinions as to 
the effect of the reply given yesterday. 
Very acute minds have taken the view 
that the Scottish Office have abandoned 
their prosecution of these men on whom 
summonses were served for being on the 
vessels at the time the skippers were 
prosecuted. But I do not read it in that 
way. I think that the summonses now 
in the pockets of the men, who are 
walking about idle at Grimsby at this 
moment in consequence, are to be pro- 
ceeded with under municipal law. If 
they are going to be withdrawn, notice 
should at once be given to the men. 


THe LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
LorREBURN): My Lords, it must have 
occurred to your Lordships that in the 
conversation, both to day and yesterday, 
you are discussing a subject which is to 
come before a tribunal next Monday in 
regard to the prosecution of certain 
individuals ; and I cannot forbear from 
saying that in my opinion it is very 
inconvenient, and of the worst example, 
that Parliament should interpose, just 
before a Criminal Court is going to give 
its decision, for the purpose of discussing 
the very subject that is going to be tried 
before that Court. I respectfully submit 
that to the consideration of the whole 
House. I am going to say nothing in 
regard to the persons who are to be 
tried on Monday beyond this—that if 
they are innocent of any intention to 
break British law, I sincerely hope that 
British Courts will regard them with 
tenderness and consideration, as every- 
body would wish. 

But on the question of policy some- 
thing surely ought to be said. What is 
the question? It has been created by 
an Act of Parliament passed in the year 
1889. I make it no reproach to the noble 
Marquess that he was a party to the 
passing of that Act. No doubt he and 
his colleagues thought that it would work 
of itself. But it has not. By the Act 
certain local authorities in Scotland could 
close under a by-law all fishing within 
the waters of the Moray Firth between 
two headlands which were eighty-five 
miles apart. It is the obvious contention 
on the part of other nations—and it is 
very difficult to encounter—that if you 
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try to make by-laws under your own law 
in regard to waters within a line from 
headland to headland eighty-five miles 
upart you may be accused of trying to 
legislate for the high seas. You may 
also be charged with prohibiting other 
nations from doing what all other 
nations have a right to do—namely, to 
fish on the high seas. That is exactly 
what has happened. 


Certain Grimsby vessels were trans" 
ferred to the Norwegian flag. It 
was then lawful to transfer vessels’ to 
the Norwegian flag. The vessels were 
owned by a Grimsby company, and the 
skipper and crew were nearly all Grimsby 
men, That was treated by the Norwegian 
Government as a fraud upon their law, 
and an Act was passed by the Norwegian 
Legislature five or six years ago to put a 
stop to the practice, because it enabled 
subjects of a friendly Power to violate 
the laws of their own country under 
colour of the Norwegian flag. 


Then came the prosecutions in Scotland 
last year, and it was determined by the 
Court that they had nothing todo except 
to obey the Act of Parliament. They 
have nothing to do with International 
law. If an Act of Parliament is passed 
here, unlike the United States, for ex- 
ample, Parliament is sovereign, and the 
Courts of law have nothing to do except 
to obey the Act. Therefore they did 
obey the Act, and convicted the foreigner 
because he was fishing within those 
prohibited waters. Shortly afterwards a 
number of Grimsby vessels came into the 
Moray Firth. It will not, I suppose, be 
disputed that they were, many of them, 
substantially British ships with British 
crews, Who knew just as well what they 
were doing as anybody else. And they 
were doing what the foreigner was not 
doing. <A foreigner might say, “ lam not 
bound by British law on the high seas ; ” 
but a British subject cannot say that ; his 
obligation is to obey the law whatever it 
is and wherever he is. Whatever may 
be the international question as between 
Norway and this country, as between a 
british subject and a British Court of 
justice, the duty of the subject is to obey 
‘he law of his country. 


If it should turn out to be the case—I 
am not going to assume it is—that these 
Grimsby people are habitually and 

the Norwegian flag, 


knowingly using 
Lord Lorelurn 
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I should not hesitate to say that they are 
using it to defy a British Act of Parlia- 
ment, and it is not right that they should 
be allowed to do so. If it is true that 
there is a movement that a number of 
these ships should appear together by 
concert in the Moray Firth for the 
purpose of violating the law, sheltering 
themselves under the Norwegian flag, 
and invoking international law in order 
to justify themselves, what Member of 
this House would say that they ought 
not to be prosecuted? Persons who are 
innocent, or have acted unwarily, ought 
to be treated with tenderness, and, for 
my part, I think the people who are 
more to blame are those who instigate 
them. It is a shabby thing for British 
subjects to shelter themselves under the 
law of a foreign country, and thereby to 
get their own country into trouble by an 
abuse of the foreign flag, and althongh 
those who have been engaged as_ sub- 
ordinates ought not to be excused if they 
have deliberately broken the law, I must 
say I should like to get at the principals. 


Bill Business. 


House adjourned at ten minutes 
before Five. o’clock, till To- 
morrow, half-past Ten o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, 12th March, 1907. 


before 


The House met at a 
Three of the Clock. 


quartel 


NEW WRIT. 

New Writ for the County of North- 
umberland (Hexham Division), in th 
room of the Hon. Wentworth Canning 
Blackett Beaumont, now Baron Allendale, 
called up to the House of Peers.—( Mr. 
Whiteley.) 


PRIVATE BILL BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE BILLS (STANDING ORDER 62 
COMPLIED WITH). 

Mr. Speaker laid upon the Table 
Report from one of the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bill, referred on 
the First Reading thereof, Standing 
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Order 62 has been complied with, viz. :— 
Alexandra (Newport and South Wales) 
Docks and Railway (General Powers) 
Bill. 

Ordered, That the Bill be read a second 
time. 


PRIVATE BILLS (STANDING ORDER 63 
COMPLIED WITH). 

Mr. SPEAKER laid upon the Table 
Report from one of the Examiners of 
Petitions for Private Bills, That, in the 
case of the following Bill, referred on 
the First Reading thereof, Standing 
Order 63 has been complied with, viz. :— 
Boston Spa Gas Bill. 


Ordered, That the Bill be read a second 


time. 


Gravs and Tilbury Gas Bill.—Read 
a second time, and committed. 


Divorce Bills.—Mr. Attorney-General, 
Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland, Sir 
Edward Carson, Mr. Cave, Sir David 
Brvnmor Jones, Sir John Kennaway, 
Sir Joseph Leese, The Lord Advocate, 
and Mr. Solicitor-General were nominated 
Members of the Select Committee on 
Divorce Bills—(Mr. Attorney-General.) 


Metropolitan Police Provisional Order 
Bill: Marriages Provisional Order Bill. 


Read a second time, and committed. 


RAILWAY BILLS (GROUP No. 1). 

The CHatRMAN of Ways and MEans 
informed the House that the Committee 
on Group No. 1 of Railway Bills not 
being appointed to meet until Thursday 
next, the parties promoting the Hull 
and Barnsley Railway Bill, which was 
set down for consideration upon the first 
day of the meeting of the Committee, 
had appeared before him and_ proved 
that the evidence of Zachariah Hornby, 
tug-master, Hull, was essential to their 
case, and that his attendance could not 
be procured without the intervention 
of the House. 


Ordered, That Zachariah Hornby do 
attend the Committee on Group No. 1 
of Railway Bills on Thursday next, at 
half-past Eleven of the Clock. 
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STANDING ORDERS. 


Resolutions reported from the Select 
Committee 


“That, in the case of the London 
County Council (Tramways and Improve- 
ments), Petition for Bill, the Standing 
Orders ought to be dispensed with :— 
That the parties be permitted to proceed 
with their Bill, on the condition that the 
powers to construct Tramways Nos. 14, 2, 
2a, 2B, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 9a are struck 
out of the Bill :—That the Committee on 
the Bill do report how far such Order has 
been complied with.” 


‘** That, in the case of the Cavehill and 
Whitewell Tramways Bill [Lords], the 
Standing Orders ought to be dispensed 
with :—That the parties be permitted 
to proceed with their Bill on the condition 
that the following Amendments be made 
in Clause 6 of the Bill, namely—t 


(a) The omission of the words “ at 
their own cost,” in the second line of 
the Clause ; 


(b) The omission of so much of 
the Clause as requires that the 
works shall be carried out under the 
superintendence and to the reason- 
able satisfaction of the engineer of the 
promoters, and provides for the 
determination of differences between 
the said engineer and the corporation 
by arbitration; and 


(c) The omission of Sub Clause (2) 
of the Clause relating to the pay- 
ment by the corporation of liquidated 
damages. 


That the Committee on the Bill do report 
how far such Order has been complied 
with.” 


“That, in the case of the Channel 
Tunnel Railway Bill, the Standing Orders 
ought to be dispensed with :—That the 
parties be permitted to proceed with their 
Bill, on the condition that all reference to 
the London, Chatham, and Dover Rail- 
way Company is struck out of Clauses 57, 
58, and 59 ofthe Bill:—That the Com- 
mittee on the Bill do report how far such 
Order has been complied with.” 





1387 Returns, {COMMONS} Reports, de. 1388 


“That, in the case of the London RETURNS, REPORTS, ETC. 
County Council (General Powers) Bill, tae 
Petition for dispensing with Standing} gp, AND COAST FISHERIES FUND 
Order 128 in the case of the Petition of (IRELAND) (NON-CONGESTED 
‘Lord Edmund Talbot and others, the DISTRICTS). 
Trustees of Providence (Row) Night} Account presented for the year ended 
Refuge and Home,’ the said Standing | 31st December, 1906 [by Act]; to lie 


Order ought to be dispensed with.” upon the Table. 
Resolutions agreed to. UGANDA RAILWAY ACTS, 1896 AND 1902. 


CHANNEL TUNNEL RAILWAY BILL. |. Account presented, showing the money 
issued from the Consolidated Fund 


Report [this day] from the Select Com-| under the provisions of the Uganda 
mittee on Standing Orders read: Railway Acts, 1896 (59 and 60 Vic., c. 
Bill ordered to be read a second time. 38), and 1902 (2 Edw. 7, c. 40), and of 
the money expended and borrowed, and 
securities created under the said Acts, 
PETITIONS. to 3lst March, 1906, together with the 
Report of the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General thereon [by Act]; to lie pon 
COAL MINES (EIGHT HOURS) BILL. | the Table, and to be printed. [No. 74.] 
Petitions in favour; from Bradford ; 
Chickerley Heath: Heage; Manvers | EDUCATION (SCOTLAND).” 
(No. 2) Branch ; and New Moss Collieries : Copy presented, of Regulations for 





tojlie upon the Table. , the preliminary education, training, and 
Beers eS | certification of teachers for various 


EAST INDIA'AND CHINA (OPIUM TRADE) | grades of schools [by Command]; to 
Petitions for suppression; from | lie upon the Table. 
Dunoon; and, Wilmslow; to lie upon | 5 
the Table. | AUSTRALIA. 
| Copy presented, of Report of the 
Petition from Egginton, for alteration | Royal Commission on Old-age Pensions 


of Law ; to lie upon the Table. | [by Command]; to lie upon the Table. 
LIQUOR TRAFFIC (LOCAL OPTION) | ALIENS (NATURALISATION). 
ae GUPELAR DPI. | Return presented, relative thereto 
Petition from Dunoon, in favour; to | [Address, 28th February; Mr. Herbert 
lie upon the Table. | Samuel]; to lie upon the Table, and to 


, be printed. [No. 75.] 
MARRIAGE WITH A DECEASED WIFE’S | 


ae mene | SHOP HOURS ACT, 1904. 
Petition from Morpeth, against ; to lie Copy presented, of Order made by 
upon the Table. the Council of the Borough of Newport 
(Isle of Wight), and confirmed by the 
MONASTIC AND CONVENTUAL Secretary of State for the Home De- 


NSTITU NS. er ee 
ss meee si partment, fixing the Hours of Closing 
Petition from Dunoon, for Government | fo» certain classes of shops within the 


inspection ; to lie upon the Table. Borough [by Act]: to lie upon the 

Table. 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES (METRIC 

SYSTEM) BILL. BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Petition from Reading, in favour; to Copy presented, of Judgments of the 

lie upon the Table. Divisional Court, Court of Appeal, and 

House of Lords in the case of the King 
WOMEN’S ENFRANCHISEMENT BILL. | y, the County Council of the West Riding 
Petition from Gloucester, in favour ; to | of Yorkshire [by Command]: to lie 

lie upon the Table. ‘upon the Table. 
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TREATY SERIES (No. 9, 1907). | Estimates (1907-8), classified (with due 
Copy presented, of Agreement be-| proportionate charges for administra- 
tween the United Kingdom and Switzer- | tion, pension, transport, etc.) under the 
land, respecting Commercial Travellers’ | following heads and sub-heads— 
Samples, signed at Berne, 20th Feb- (1) Mobile defence— 
ruary, 1907 [by Command]; to lie upon | 
the Table. | 





(a) Troops Abroad (exclusive of 
India) available for field service. 


DEATHS FROM _ STARVATION OR | (6) Troops at Home available for 
(LONDON) BY PRIVATION | field service at Home or Abroad. 


(c) Troops at Home available for 


Address for “ f ber ; 
Address fo Return of the number Sika scevien at Views only. 


of Deaths in the administrative county 
of London in the year 1906, upon which 


(2) Fixed garrisons— 


a coroner’s jury has returned a verdict | (d) Abroad (naval bases and coal- 
of Death from Starvation or Death | ing stations). 
accelerated by Privation; together with | (e) Naval ports at Home 


any observations furnished to the Local 
(rovernment Board by boards of guar- 
dians with reference to cases included | 


(f) Commercial ports at Home, 
including Woolwich and London. 


in the Return (in continuation of Parlia-| (3) The annual interest on the Ex- 
mentary Paper, No. 304, of Session | penditure under the Military Works 
1906).°—(Mr. Talbot.) | Loans Acts :— 

(g) Fixed defences and their gar- 


FOREIGN TRADE AND COMMERCE. | risons 
ten ae 6c N - Ac- | : 

Return ordered, of Tonthly A ih) Wield Aamey. 
counts relating to the Trade and Com- . 
merce of certain Foreign Countries and | 
British Possessions.” —(.Mr. Lloyd-George.) | 


(4) The establishments on which the 
tables are based. 


To be accompanied by an explanatory 
POST OFFICE (LIVERPOOL AND HONG | Memorandum.’—(Mr. Bellairs.) 
KONG MAIL CONTRACT). | 

Order [6th March] for a Return rela- 
tive thereto, and Orders [6th March] QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
that the said Return do lie upon the) C7]RCULATED WITH THE VOTES. 
Table and be printed, read, and dis- peer 
charged ;—and, instead thereof— Grant for Fishing Pier at Ballaghalem 

: a County Clare. 

Post Office (Liverpool and Hong Kong) yy, =yALpIN (Clare, W.): To ask 
Mail Contract).—Copy ordered, “of the the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
Contract, dated the 2nd day of February, tenant of Ireland when the Bill will be 
1907, with the Canadian Pacific Railway |; troduced to enable the Clare County 
Company for the conveyance of the Council to avail of the money allocated 
Mails between Liverpool and Hong Kong, ‘to be spent on the fishing pier at Ballag- 
for the period from the 7th day of April, }.jem. county Clare: 

1906, to the 6th day of April, 1908, 

together with a copy of the Treasury | (4nswered by Mr. Birrell.) I hope to 
Minute thereon, dated the 27th day of ;4:oduce a Bill on this subject at an 
February, 1907.°—(Mr. Runciman.) | easly date. 


Copy presented accordingly; to lie Pixing of Second-Term Rents in County 
upon the Table, and to be printed. [No. Cork. 
16.) | Mr. FLYNN (Cork, N.): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
ARMY (RECURRENT EXPENDITURE). | of Ireland whether the Land Commission 
Address for “ Return showing ap- are aware of the complaints of the 
proximately the Recurrent Army Ex- tenant farmers of the Charleville, Butte- 
penditure provided for in the current! vant, and other districts in county 
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(Juestions, 


Cork, in reference to the fixing of second- 
term rents by Sub-Commissioner Baggott 
on a high basis; is the Commission 
aware that he has in many cases fixed 


rents ranging from 45s. to 50s. per acre | 
on ordinary lands in these districts ; | 


and whether, in view of the fact that 
purchase terms are to be based by Estates 
Commissioners on the rents so fixed, the 
Head Land Commission will take any 
steps in respect to this Commissioner's 
method of fixing these rents. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Land 
Commission inform me that thev have 
received no complaints from tenant 
farmers in Cork to the effect indicated. 
The judicial rents in the cases referred 
to were fixed by the Sub-Commission 
Court of which Mr. Baggott is the lay 
member. The Land Law Acts require 
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| of the school, and was deferred, together 
| With the reorganiastion of the school, 
/pending the results of the inquiry, 
and during the Session 1904-5 no tem- 
porary appointment was made to re- 
place the occupant of the post. During 
the Session 1905-6 the Department ap- 
pointed three special teachers to assist 
the existing staff, and this arrangement 
has been continued during the present 
Session. The duties of head master have 
been performed since the 15th August, 
1905 by the second master. The sum 
surrendered to the Exchequer up to 
the close of last financial year in respect 
of the salaries of the head master and 
principal art mistress was £588 16s. 9d. 
The responsibility of making appoint- 
ments to these posts rests with the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction for Ireland. 


such courts to hear the evidence offered | 


by the parties in each case, to have re- 
gard to the interests of the 
and tenant respectively, and to consider 
the circumstances of the case, holding, 
and district. 
the proper remedy is to appeal. 


Dublin School of Art— Appointment of | 


Head Master and Head Mistress. 
Mr. GWYNN (Galway): To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland at what dates respectively 


the posts of head master and head | 


mistress of the School of Art in Dublin 
became vacant; what temporary ap- 
pointments were made to replace these 
teachers, in addition to the staff who 
previously assisted them ; what economies 
have been efiected by the Treasury 
at the expense of the School of Art by 
keeping these posts open; and with 
whom does the responsibility rest of 
appointing or failing to appoint. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The post 
of head master of the Metropolitan 
School of Art became vacant on the 


15th August, 1905, immediately after | 


the appointment of the Committee to 
inguire into the work carried on by the 
Royal Hibernian Academy and _ the 
Metropolitan School of Art. The post 
of principal art mistress became vacant 
on the 3l1st July, 1904. The question 


of continuing this post was considered 
in connection with the reorganisation 


landlord | 


If either party is aggrieved | 


Agrarian Crime in County Clare. 

Capraixn CRAIG (Down, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether his attention has been 
called to the charge of the Lord Chief 
| Justice of Ireland to the county Clare 
grand jury dealing with the state of the 
county and the fact that thirty persons 
_were living under police protection ; 
and what steps he proposes to take in 
, the matter. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I have 
seen the Lord Chief Justice’s address to 
| the Clare grand jury. The area affected 
| by agrarian disturbances in that county 
|is comparatively small, and the return 
| of crime submitted to the judge at the 
| recent spring assizes shows six cases of 
| agrarian crime as against nine for the 
| corresponding period of last year. di 
| have, however, directed special police 
| arrangements to be made in that area 
‘for the maintenance of order. The 
increase of crime in the county is of a 
non-agrarian character, the return sub- 
mitted at the recent assizes showing 
seventeen such cases as against ten 
\for the corresponding period of the 
preceding year. Even this increase is 
to be regretted, and the condition of the 
county will continue to have my careful 
attention. 


Mr. SAMUEL ROBERTS (Sheflield, 
Ecclesall): To ask the Chief Secretary 
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1393 (Juestions. 


to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
his attention has been drawn to the 


remarks of the Lord Chief Justice of | 


Ireland, in charging the grand jury at 


Ennis on Monday last, as to the demoral- 


ised and lawless condition of many 
parts of the county of Clare, also to the 
remarks of Mr. Justice Kenny, in opening 
the assizes at Leitrim on the same day, 


as to the increase of specially reported | 


eases of intimidation and_ boycotting 
in the county of Leitrim ; and what steps 
he proposes taking to put a stop to this 
state of things. 


(Answered by Mr. Burrell.) 
dealt with the first part of this Question 
n the Answer which I have now given 
to the hon. and gallant Member for 
East Down. As regards the state of 
county Leitrim, I would refer the hon. 
Member to the full Answer which I gave 
to similar Questions on Thursday last. 
I am glad to say that since I gave that 
Answer the proposals of the Estates 
Commissioners for the sale and purchase 
of one of the most disturbed estates in 
the county have been accepted. I trust 
that this result will have a_ beneficial 
effect outside the estate in question. 


Trish Evicted Tenants-—-Case of Mary 
oran. 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : | 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- | 


Lieutenant of Ireland whether any com- 
plaint has reached the Estates Commis- 


sioners as to the refusal of that body to | 


sive to Mary Moran, niece of the evicted 
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(Juestions. 


| Ireland whether he is aware that, in reply 
| to a memorial addressed to them in July 
last, the Lords Justices of Ireland 
/ promised that when McCann had com- 
pleted one year of the sentence imposed 
upon him they would favourably recon- 
sider the memorial of his release ; whether 
he is aware that the year has now ex- 
pired, and that, at the assizes held on 4th 
March at Longford, Mr. Justice Madden 
stated that the county was in a most 
satisfactory state ; and will he now ask the 
Lord-Lieutenant to release McCann, as 
promised by the Lords Justices. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.)  L am 
informed that the Lord-Lieutenant has 
already ordered this man’s discharge on 
licence. 


Payment of Rates by Landlords of 
Tenements under £5 Valuation. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he has received a copy 
of a resolution passed by the Granard 
Urban Council, calling upon the Govern- 
ment to introduce legislation making it 
compulsory on landlords of small tene- 
ments under £5 valuation to pay rates for 
same; and can he hold out any hopes 
that this will be done. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) 1 beg to 
refer to the Answer given by my prede- 
cessor to a similar Question, put by the 
hon. Member for West Cavan, on 4th 
April last. I am unable to hold out any 
| hope of legislation in the matter. 


tenant, the farm at present held by | 


George Burnett, on the Cusack estate, | 


county Longford ; and will this case be 
referred to the inspector for a Report. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners have no record of the 
receipt of any complaint on this subject. 
Mary Moran’s application for reinstate- 
ment was fully investigated by the Com- 
missioners before they arrived at their 
decision in the case, and they do not 
consider any further inquiry to be 
necessary. 


Release of McCann. 
Mr. J. P. FARRELL: To ask the 


Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 


Position of Mr. Edward Mitchell. 

Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, if Mr. Edward Mitchell 
has been appointed to a position under 
the Estates Commissioners or under the 
Agricultural Department ; if so, at what 
salary ; if the terms of his appointment 
permit him to take part in political meet- 
ings ; if this gentleman moved a resolu- 
tion at a Home Rule meeting in Strabane 
on the fifth instant ; and what action will 
be taken. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The reply 
to the first part of the Question is in the 
negative. 





t See (4) Debates, elxx., 998. 








T See (4) Vebates, elv., 476. 
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Disturbances in County Roscommon. 

Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, S$.) : 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether, because 
a large grazier, at Lecarrow, county 
Roscommon, did not give up his farm at 
the dictation of the United Irish League, 
a band of about 100 leaguers and their 
friends, accompanied by a band, pro- 
ceeded on Sunday in the direction of the 
farm for the purpose of intimidating the 
grazier ; whether, on being ordered by the 
police to return, they refused and an 
affrav took place ; and, if so, whether any 
arrests have been made. 


Questions. 


Mr. HAYDEN: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord- Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he is aware that on 
Sunday the 24th ultimo, as the Kilteevan 
band was passing from a meeting at 
Knockcroghery to St. John’s, in the 
county Roscommon, the members were 
stopped by the police and the drum 
kicked and broken by Constable Cauley ; 
under what authority the police acted in 
preventing the progress of these young 
men, and by what right the constable 
caused injury to their property ; whether 
he will be called upon to make good the 
damage done; and whether a charge of 
any kind is, or can be, preferred against 
the members of the band. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The incident 
referred to in these two Questions, took 
place on Sunday the 3rd instant. I am 
informed by the police authorities that a 
band, numbering with its followers about 
fifty persons, was proceeding towards the 
residence of a person who is obnoxious 
by reason of his occupancy of a grazing 
farm. The police. who had previously 
warned the leaders that the band would 
not be allowed to approach the house, 
stopped the party, whereupon some 
attempts were made to push past the 
police. Some scuffling ensued, in the 
course of which Constable Cauley stepped 
upon the drum. There was no affray, no 
assaults were committed, and no arrests 
were necessary. The action of the police 


in stopping the band was taken under 
the orders of their officer, who was satis- 
fied that this action was necessary in order 
to prevent intimidation. 


{COMMONS} 
Crime in Counties Clare and Leitrim. 
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Mr. CHARLES CRAIG: To ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland, if he will print and lay upon the 
Table of this House the charge of the 
Lord Chief Justice of Ireland to the grand 
jury of county Clare at the opening of the 
assizes in that county, and also the charge 
of Mr. Justice Kenny at the opening of 
the Leitrim assizes. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The 
Answer is in the negative. Apart from 
other reasons, the Government have no 
information as to the judges’ addresses 
to grand juries beyond that which may 
be gathered from newspaper reports. 


Drainage of the a River, County 

are. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, E.): 
To ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if his attention 
has been called to the necessity for drain- 
age in connection with the Scariff River, 
county Clare; and if he will take the 
matter into consideration and cause 
inquiries to be made in the locality. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I am 
aware that the local drainage committee 
applied to the Irish Government some 
time since for aid to a scheme for im- 
proving the Scariff drainage system. 
The application, with others, will receive 
full consideration in connection with the 
report of the Arterial Drainage Com- 
mission, which has recently been pre- 
sented. In the meantime it does not 
appear to be desirable to institute local 
inquiries. 


Sale of the Nagle Estate, County Clare. 

Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND: To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord - Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, whether the Nagle 
estate, at Kilnabay, county Clare, has 
been sold; and whether any arrange- 
ments have been made to divide the 
grass lands amongst the tenants whose 
farms are uneconomic. 


~ 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Es- 
tates Commissioners have made a pro- 
visional offer for the purchase of this 
estate, and the owner has signified lis 
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willingness to accept it. Formal pro- 
ceedings for the sale are about to be 
instituted, and as soon as these have been 
completed the Commissioners will pro- 
ceed to allocate the untenanted land. 


Uneconomic Holdings on the Wills Sand- 
ford Estate. 

Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, 8.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord. 
Lieutenant of Ireland, whether he is 
aware that the Congested Districts Board 
purchased a farm known as Willsgrove, 
on the Wills Sandford estate, in county 
toscommon; and whether, in view of 
the fact that around this untenanted 
land there are several occupiers of small 
uneconomic holdings, he will take care 
that their claims are considered in con- 
nection with the division of this land in 
preference to migratory tenants, as 
otherwise later on they must be migrated 
to make their holdings economic. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The estate 
in question, which is situate in a non- 
congested district, was purchased by 
the Board for the benefit of congested 
districts. The Board’s first duty is to 
provide for the wants of tenants in con- 
vested districts, and having done so they 
ure empowered under the existing law 
to enlarge the holdings of neighbouring 
occupiers in non-congested districts, pro- 
vided that the rateable value of such 
holdings does not exceed £5. The ques- 
tion whether the Board’s powers should 
be extended, so as to enable them to 
enlarge holdings under £10 valuation in 
non-congested districts, is to receive 
consideration from the Royal Com- 
mission on Congestion. The Board are 
not vet in a position to make arrange- 


farm. 


Sale of the Neligan Estate, County Cork. 

Mr. CREAN (Cork, S.E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, whether he can name 
a date for the inspection of the estate of 
Walter Neligan, Blarney, county Cork ; 
whether he is aware that some of the 
tenants on this estate are paying interest 
to the Estates Commissioners while 
others are still paying rent to the land- 
lord, having refused to sign purchase 
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agreements unless the evicted tenant 
be reinstated ; and whether the inspector 
will be empowered to take evidence on 
oath as to the circumstances which led 
to the present condition of things on the 
estate. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that purchase 
agreements in respect of a portion of 
this estate were lodged in May, 1906, 
and, as provided by the Act, interest 
has been collected in respect of such 
agreements pending the making of 
advances. The estate will be inspected 
in order of priority, but the Commis- 
sioners are unable to name any specific 
date. The inspector will be directed 
to inquire into the circumstances under 
which some of the tenants have refused 
to sign purchase agreements, and when 
his report has been received the Com- 
missioners will consider whether there 
is any necessity for taking evidence m 
the case. 


Irish Evicted Tenants—Case of Mrs. 
Ellin O'Shaughnessy. 

Mr. CREAN: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Treland, 
whether he is aware that in the case of 
Mrs. Ellin O’Shaughnessy, of Kilabraher, 
Dromina, near Charleville, negotiations 
were opened by the Estates Commis- 
sioners more than twelve months ago, 
with a view to her reinstatement on the 
farm from which her late husband had 
been evicted, and that the landlord, 
Captain Orpen, and the present occupier 
of the farm, Timothy Griffin, were both 
consenting to her reinstatement on 
condition of Griffin being provided with 
a farm in lieu of the one he occupies: 
Estates Commissioners, 
through their inspector, Mr. P. V. Guiry. 
have repeatedly promised to get a farm 
for Griffin, but have not yet done}so ; 
and whether he will state what further 
steps, if any, the Estates Commissioners 
intend to take in the matter. , * 4 


a gf 

(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The ques- 
tion of procuring another holding for 
Timothy Griffin, in order to secure the 
reinstatement of the evicted tenant's 
representative in the farm which Griffin 
now occupies, is at present engaging the 
attention of the Estates Commissioners. 
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Annual Report of Irish Education. 

Mr. MURPHY (Kerry, E.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, if he can state when 
the Commissioners of National Educa- 
tion in Ireland will issue their annual 


Report for 1907, and if he can expedite | 


the issue of the same so that it can be 
used for the debate on primary educa- 
tion to take place on the Civil Service 
Estimates, 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The annual 
Report of the Commissioners of National 
Education deals with the school year, 
which ends on 30th June. It will not, 
therefore, be possible to issue the Report 
for the current vear until some time 
after 30th June next. 


Grant of Land to Grazier at Liss. 

Mr. DUFFY (Galway, N.): To ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, whether he is aware 
that a large grazier, holding over 400 
acres of land, some in Shrule and some 
in Headfort, county Galway, for which 
he pays a yearly rent of over £500 a year, 
was given eighteen Irish acres of the 
untenanted lands of Liss by the Estates 
Commissioners; and will he explain 
why this was done, in view of the state 
of congestion which exists in the district. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Es- 
tates Commissioners cannot identify the 
particular case in question. If the hon. 
Member will furnish the name of the 
erazier to whom he refers the Com- 
missioners will be in a position to answer 
the Question. 


Crime in County Clare. 

Mr. MOORE: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
how many persons were indicted at the 
Clare 'Assizes just concluded for offences 
against person and property; and in 
how many cases were there acquittals or 
disagreements of the jury. 


‘Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The 
calendar at the Clare Assizes included 
nine cases of offences against person 
and property, in which eleven persons 
were indicted. Six persons were ac- 


quitted, two of the acquittals being by) 


{COMMONS} 
' the direction of the Lord Chief Justice. 


(Juestions, 1400 


Three persons were convicted, in one 
case the jury disagreed, and one case 
was adjourned to the next assizes. 


Disorderly Demonstration at Dublin 
University. 


Mr. MOORE: To ask the Chief Secre- 


' tary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, it 
‘the Government have conferred further 


powers on the governing body of the 
Royal University of Ireland to enable 
them to deal with a repetition of the 
disorderly and disloyal demonstrations 
of the last few years at the public con- 
ferring of degrees; and of what nature 
are these powers, and what penalties are 
attached. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The statutes 
of the Royal University have, at the 
request of the senate, been amended by 
the insertion of provisions empowering 
the senate to deal with graduates and 
undergraduates whom they may adjudge 
to have been guilty of serious misconduct 
at any of the functions of the University. 
In the case of undergraduates, the 
offender’s name may be removed from 


'the University register, or he may be 


refused further examination, or fined any 
sum not exceeding £10. The same 
penalties, with the exception of the first, 
apply in the case of graduates. 


Intimidation in County Clare. 

Mr. MOORE: To ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
if his attention has been called to the ob- 
servations of the Lord Chief Justice in a 
case at the Clare assizes, when he said 
that the prosecutor had been terrorised 
into refusing to identify the person who 
had fired at him; and if he proposes to 
strengthen the ordinary Law to make 
such criminals amenable to justice. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I have no 
information that the Lord Chief Justice 
made the remark attributed to him in the 
Question, but, according to a newspaper 
report to which my attention has been 
called, the learned judge expressed the 
opinion that a certain witness could have 
identified the offender in a case which was 
being tried before him. I do not see how 
the Law could be strengthened so as to 
compel a witness to give evidence of 
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(Questions. 
identification when he swears he is unable 


to give such evidence. 


Rights of Congolese Natives. 
Mr. BENNETT (Oxfordshire, Wood- 


{12 Marcu 1907} 


| 
| 


stock) : To ask the Secretary of State for | 
Foreign Affairs whether he could give | 
some assurance to this House that the | 


treaty conditions, under which alone 
any annexation of the Congo State by 
Belgium would be acceptable to His 
Majestv’s Government, would carry with 
them the right of the Congolese native 


to buy and sell freely of the produce of the | 


soil. 


(Answered by Secretary Sir Edward 
(rey.) The views of His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment in regard to the right of the 
(Congolese native to buy and sell freely of 
the produce of the soil remain the same 
as those set forth in the circular to the 
Powers of the 8th August, 1903, which 
was published in Blue Book, Africa, 
No. 14 (1903). 


Census of Production. 

Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N.E.) : To 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether, in respect to the circular, issued 
by his Department to employers, asking 


for particulars of wages paid to work- . 
men which would permit a comparison | 


between 1906 and 1886, he can also 
acquire information of the increased pro- 
ductive power of the workmen and of the 
vreater pressure under which work is now 
performed, and also of the growth of 
profits and salaries amongst the com- 
mercial and professional classes during 
the past twenty vears. 


(Answered by Mr. Kearley.) 
to which the hon. Member directs 
attention are of great interest and 
importance ; but I do not think it would 
he desirable to complicate the inquiry 
now in progress as to money wages by 
attempting to deal with them in the same 
schedules. I hope that, in time, the 
results of the new Census of Production 
will furnish valuable information as to 
changes in output per person employed. 
The Income Tax Returns throw a good 
deal of light on the growth of income of 
the Income-Tax-paying sections of the 
population. 


The points | 
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Fire at Ancoats—Emergency Exits. 
Mr. CLYNES: To ask the Secretary of 

State for the Home Department whether 
he has seen a report of the fire on 
Wednesday last as the mill of Messrs. 
M’Connell, Ancoats, Manchester, show- 
ing that to effect an escape windows were 
smashed by a large number of frightened 
women and girls, who for safety jumped 
into the street; and whether he can 
ascertain if proper and sufficient means 
of exit, in cases of fire, were provided at 
this mill on the fourth floor of which 
many girls were employed. 


(Juestions. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Gladstone.) 
I have received a report on the circum- 
stances of this fire. The fire broke out on 
the fourth floor, and the girls employed on 
that and the two higher floors escaped 
without difficulty by an emergency exit 
and down a flight of steps into the yard. 
Some windows on the ground floor, in a 
different part of the building not affected 


_by the fire, were broken by the crowd 


which had assembled in the street, and 
five or six girls employed in that part got 
out through them; this, I suppose, gave 
rise to the report referred to in the 
Question. The mill is provided with 
sufficient means of exit, to the satisfae- 
tion of the local authority and the 
Factory Department. 


Emigrants from Ireland. 

Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland what was the number of 
emigrants from Ireland in the year 1906 ; 
how does this number compare with the 
number of emigrants from Ireland in 
previous years ; what was the number in 
1905; and what was the average annual 
number in the decennial periods 1875- 
1885, 1885-1895, and 1895-1905. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The number 
of emigrants from Ireland in the year 
1906 was 35,344. The number for 1905 
was 30,676. The average annual number 
in the decennial period 1876-1885 was 
67,379; in 1886-1895, 59,977; and in 
1896-1905, 37,746. 


Regular Officers as Adjutants in 
uxiliary Forces. 


Masor RENTON (Lincolnshire, Gains- 
borough): To ask the Secretary of State 
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for War, what is the number of Regular 
officers serving as adjutants in the 
Yeomanry, Militia, and Volunteers re- 
spectively ; and their cost to the public. 


Questions. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
Fifty-six Regular officers are at present 
serving as adjutants in the Yeomanry, 
143 in the Militia (excluding Channel 
Islands Militia), and 285 in the Volunteers. 
Their total cost is about £260,000 a year. 


Disposal of Plate of Disbanded 
Regiments. 

Mr. HARMOOD-BANNER (Liverpool, 
Everton) : To ask the Secretary of State 
for War what is to become of the old 
plate belonging to the various officers’ 
messes of the Militia which is in value 
many thousand pounds, and will the 
terms of certain trust deeds, which 
provide for the division of the plate 
amongst the officers then in the regi- 
ment when it is disbanded, be acted 
upon or opposed; will pieces of plate 
presented by officers still alive be re- 
turned to them on their leaving the 
regiment ; and what is to be done with 
the various sums at credit of the mess 
funds, band funds, and canteen funds 
of Militia regiments on their ceasing to 
exist. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
The Government do not contemplate 


disbanding or the destruction of any) 


Militia regiment under the provisions 


{COMMONS} 


of the Territorial and Reserve Forces | 
'as well as food. 


Bill. One of the principal objects in 
view in establishing county associations 
is to provide for the continuity of Militia 
traditions, and for the preservation of 
the distinctive character and belongings 
of each regiment in accordance with 
modern military requirements. 


Civil Service Assistant Clerks. 

Mr. HUNT (Shropshire, Ludlow): To | 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury if 
he will state the number of assistant | 
clerks (new class) now employed in the | 
Civil Service, the number of clerks who, | 
by length of service, are eligible for pro- | 
motion to the Second Division, and the | 
number who up to the present time have | 
been promoted to that rank. 


-ment Board circular of August 


Questions. 1404 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) I have 
no information as to the number of 
asistant clerks (new class) who are 
qualified, so far as length of service is 
concerned, for promotion to the Second 
Division, nor of those now employed in 
the Civil Service except in so far as the 
latter figure may be ascertained from 
the Civil Service Estimates. The num- 
ber of those who have been promoted up 
to date is, I understand, sixty-six. 


Civil Contingencies Fund. 

Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): To 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury why 
no estimate in respect of repayments to 
the Civil Contingencies Fund has been 
presented in Class 7 of the Estimates for 
1907-8. 


(Answered by Mr. Runciman.) In 
accordance with the regular practice 
this Estimate will be presented later 
in the Session, when the sum required 
to be repaid to the Fund in respect of 
advances made therefrom during the 
financial vear 1906-7 has been definitely 
ascertained. 


Outdoor Relief for Deserving Aged Poor. 

Mr. BENNETT: To ask the President 
of the Local Government Board whether 
he will now re-issue the Local Govern- 
1900, 
advising adequate outdoor relief for 
the deserving aged poor, with an ad- 
dition explaining that the out-relief, 
where necessary, should be sufficient 
to include the cost of lodging and clothing 


(Answered by Mr. John Burns.) I 
think that any question of re-issuing the 
circular should be deferred pending the 
Report of the Royal Commission on 


'the Poor Law. 


Site and Cost of New Tea House in 
yde Park. 


Stir WILLIAM BULL (Hammersmith): 
To ask the First Commissioner of Works 
if he can state where it is proposed to 
erect the refreshment kiosk in Hyde 
Park, and at what cost; and whether 
the contract for catering will be under- 
taken by the Office of Works; and, if 
not, whether it will be thrown open to 
tender. 
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(Answered by Mr. Harcourt.) I will 
put a map in the Tea Room showing 
the proposed site for the new tea house. 
The cost is set forth in the Estimates 
for next year. I have not yet decided 
how or by whom the catering will be 
done. 


Working of the Irish Land Act. 

Mr. GINNELL (Westmeath, N.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland if he will state, in 
respect of the working of the Land Act 
from Ist November, 1903, to 31st Jan- 
uary, 1907, the number of applications 
for advances in cases within the zones ; 
the number of these cases in which the 
sums applied for have been refused on 
account of excessive price or insufficiency 
of security; the number in which the 
sums applied for have been sanctioned 
without inspection of the holdings for 
value; the average number of years 
purchase of rent sanctioned, without 
the bonus, and with it respectively 
the number of applications for advances 
in cases not within the zones ; the num- 
ber of these in which the sums applied 
for have been refused on account of 
excessive price or insufficiency of security ; 
the number in which prices have been 
sanctioned; and the average number 
of years purchase of rent sanctioned 
without the bonus and with it respec- 
tively. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The hon. 
Member will find the information asked 
for, so far as it has been compiled, 
in Tables II. a, X., and XII., appended 
to the Report of the Estates Commis- 
sioners for the year ending 31st March, 
1906. The current year’s Report, which 
will be issued as soon as practicable 
after 3lst instant, will contain further 
similar information. 


Sale of Land in County Westmeath. 

Mr. GINNELL: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland if he will state the names of 
owners of untenanted lands in West- 
meath whom the Estates Commission- 
ers have asked to sell land for distri- 
bution, distinguishing those who have 
consented to sell on terms which can 
be entertained, those who have asked 
prohibitive prices, and those who have 
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refused or given no answer; have the 
Commissioners written, or will they 
write, to all the owners of such land 
in that county ; how much untenanted 
land in that county do they expect to 
acquire and distribute this year; and 
what do the Government propose to do, 
and when, with reference to untenanted 
land required for the people and not 
offered for sale. 


(Questions. 


s$ 

(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners inform me that they 
have already approached a number of 
owners of untenanted land in West-° 
meath, and intend to approach all such 
owners according as their names and 
addresses can be ascertained. Nego- 
tiations with certain owners are proceed- 
ing. Until the Commissioners have com- 
pleted their inquiries as to untenanted 
land generally they think it would be 
premature and misleading to publish’ 
any such partial information as is asked 
for in the Question. 


The O'Dwyer Estate. 

Mr. GINNELL: To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, if he will obtain and issue an 
authentic copy of the judgment delivered 
last month by Mr. Justice Ross in the 
matter of the O’Dwyer estate, since the 
learned Judge denies the accuracy of the 
published reports of his judgment. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) I have 
referred this Question to Mr. Justice 
Ross, who informs me that he has no 
recollection of having seen any report of 
his judgment in the case mentioned, and 
could not, therefore, have denied its 
accuracy. No written judgment was 
delivered in the matter, and no authentic 
copy of it can therefore be supplied. 


Persons engaged in Rent Pixing, Valua- 
ting and Inspection of Irish Land. 


Mr. GINNELL; To ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, if he can see his way to obtaining 
and circulating a list of those engaged in 
all the grades of rent fixing, valuing, and 
inspecting of land in Ireland, with the 
name of the original nominator of each. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The names 
of all persons who, on Ist January, 1907, 
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were engaged in fixing judicial rents and 
in*’valuing and inspecting land under the 
Land Purchase Acts appear in the Re- 
turns ordered by this House last year 
(Nos. 231 and 237.) All these persons 
were nominated by the Lord Lieutenant 
for the time being, who makes the ap- 
pointments. If, however, by the term 
original nominator the hon. Member 
means the person, if any, who may have 
recommended each gentleman for ap- 
pointment, I have no information upon 
that head. 


Questions. 


Pensions for ex-Soldiers—Cases of 
Kennedy and Stulch. 

Mer. J. P. FARRELL: To ask the 
Secretary of State for War, whether his 
attention has been called to the case ofa 
discharged soldier named Kennedy, now 
living at Longford, who caught cold and 
rheumatic pains during the South African 
War, and is now a permanent invalid, 
and will he direct that a pension be 
granted to him. 


Mr. J. P. FARRELL: To ask the 
Secretary of State for War, whether, in 
the case of a man named Stulch, a dis- 
charged soldier living at Longford, any 
pension will be given him for his war 
services. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
I am airaid that I cannot trace the 
cases of the two men referred to in these 
Questions without fuller details. Willthe 
hon Member be good enough to forward to 
the War Office the full names of the men, 
the names of their regiments, their regi- 
mental numbers, and the dates of their 
discharges, with any other information 
he may consider to bear on their cases. 
I will then cause inquiries to be made. 


Volunteer Officers as Acting Adjutants. 

Str CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest of Dean): to ask the Seere- 
tary of State for War how many Volun- 
teer units have Volunteers as acting ad- 
jutants; and, whether, in such cases the 
pav allotted to the adjutant is drawn by 
the acting adjutant. 


(Answered by Mr. Secretary Haldane.) 
There are twenty-four Volunteer officers 
acting as adjutants at the present time. 
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(Juestions. 


These all draw the Army pay and allow- 
ances of their rank, with the exception of 
one officer who is an assistant adjutant, 
and who draws a consolidated allowance 
of £100 a year. 


Supply of Seed Potatoes to Irish Con- 
gested Districts. 

Mr. THOMAS O'DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.): To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether any 
steps have been taken to supply seed 
potatoes to Cromane, Keel, and the other 
congested districts along the Dingle 
Peninsula, where the potato crop failed 
last year; and, whether the people have 
several times applied for assistance in 
this direction. 








(Answered by Mr Birrell.) Representa- 
tions as to the necessity of aiding the 
people in these districts to obtain seed 
have been received. The people who 














require seed should take advantage of the 
money allocated by the Agricultural 
Department for seed through the local 
agricultural banks. Two of these banks 
operate along the Dingle Feninsula. 


Irish Evicted Tenants—Case of James 
Mooney. 

Mr. DELANY (Queens County. 
Ossory) : To ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, whether the 
Estates Commissioners have received a 
claim for reinstatement from James 
Mooney, who was evicted in 1878 and 
1880 out of two farms respectively on 
the estate of Mr. Pigott, Capard, 
Rosenallis, Queen’s County ; and can he 
say what steps have been taken to rein- 
state Mooney, or in the alternative pro- 
vide him with another holding. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) The Estates 
Commissioners have received no applica- 
tion for reinstatement from James 
Mooney. 


The Clifford Estate, County Kilkenny. 

Mr. O'MARA (Kilkenny, 8.): To 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland, whether negotia- 
tions for the sale of the Clifford estate, 
Thomastown, county Kilkenny, are taking 
place ; whether he is aware that there are 
evicted tenants’ tenements on this estate, 
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and that now and for many months past a 
feeling of resentment has existed through- 
out the surrounding districts against the 
landlord in consequence of his treatment ; 
and, whether, in view of the fact that on a 
recent visit of an inspector of the Estates 
Commissioners the landlord and his agent 
refused any accommodation or settle- 
ment with evicted tenants, he will re- 
commend the Estates Commissioners not 
to confirm the sale until this matter is 
adjusted. 


(Answered by Mr. Birrell.) No pro- 
ceedings for the sale of this estate have 
been instituted before the Estates Com- 
who have no knowledge of 
any negotiations between the landlord 
and tenants which may be in _ pro- 
gress. The Commissioners have received 
but one application from an_ evicted 
tenant on the estate, and have decided 
that they can take no action in the case, 
seeing that the holding is not one to which 
the Land Law Acts apply, and that the 
evicted tenant is therefore ineligible for 
reinstatement under the Act. As no} 
proc -eedings for sale are before the Com- 
missioners the question of confirming the 
sale does not arise. 


missioners, 


IN THE HOUSE. 


Foreign Trawlers off Plymouth. 


Mr. MILDMAY (Devonshire, Totnes) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Admi- 
r alty whether the attention of their Lord- 
ships has been called to the action of a} 
foreign trawler off Plymouth, whereby | 
the drifter “Shamrock ” was depriv ed of 


QUESTIONS 


all her gear and her owner of his means | 


of livelihood ; whether in view of the fact 
that this is the last of a series of predatory 
acts by foreign trawlers, they will en- 
deavour to give further and more efficient 


protection to the fishermen of Plymouth | 
and whether, seeing | 


and South Devon; 


that the owner of the ‘ Shamrock,” 


obliged, through previous losses due to | 


foreign trawlers, to have recourse to 


borrowing money for the purpose, fitted | 
out his boat and went to sea relying — | 


the protection promised by their Lord- 
ships of the Admiralty, they will consider 
the possibility of bestowing upon him a 
compassionate gratuity, so that he and 
his crew may be enabled to resume their 
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calling, which they are powerless to do at 
present. 


THe SECRETARY To tHe ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr. EpmMuND Ropertson, Dun- 
dee): My attention has been called to the 
damage to the “ Shamrock,” by a letter 
from the hon. Member and by statements 
in the local press ; but I can find no evi- 
dence as to the nationality of the other 
vessel. Two vessels, instead of the one 
formerly employed, are now detailed to 
maintain a continuous patrol of these 
waters, and I regret that no further assist- 
ance can be afforded without diminishing 
the protection on other fishing grounds, 
As regards the last part of the (Question, 
the Admiralty have no power to make 
any compassionate grant. I may add 
that the maintenance of vessels employed 
on fishery duties costs the Navy nearly 
£100,000 per annum, and the Admiralty 
are of opinion that the time has come for 
the whole question to be considered by a 
| Committee including representatives of 
| all the Departments concerned. 
| 
|; Mr. MILDMAY asked what the 
| nature of the Committee would be. 
| Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON said the 
| Committee would include representatives 
| of the various Government Departments 

which were interested, including, of 
course, the Admiralty and the Board of 


| 
ls 
| Trade. 
| 
| 


Questions. 








Mr. MILDMAY : Will the Committee 
be immediately appointed, in view of the 
| par alysis of the industry owing to the 
| present state of affairs ? 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON said he 
only went so far as to say that, in the 
| opinion of the Admiralty, for which alone 
‘he spoke, a Committee ought to be 

appointed. 


Mr. MILDMAY: Then I will put a 
Question to the Prime Minister on the 
' subject, later on. Cannot the Govern- 
ment make themselves answerable for the 
| appointment of such a Committee ? 


Maintenance of Sailors’ Families. 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 


| 

| 

|S.) : I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
| 


pe whether it has come to the 
| knowledge of the Lords of the Admiralty 
that in many cases the wives and children 


3 E 
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of the sailors of the Royal Navy are re- 
duced to destitution by being left totally 
unprovided for by the heads of the 
families, and that it is only with the 
greatest difticulty, by appeals to the Ad- 
miralty and letters to the captains of the 


Questions. 


ships, or by throwing themselves on the | 


rates, that the necessary maintenance is 
obtained by the wives and children of 
men who go to sea and neglect to send 
remittances to those dependent on them 
at home; and whether some regulation 


could be made by which all ratings of the | 


Navy should be compelled to declare 
whether they are married and _ have 
children, and, if so, should be obliged to 
make adequate allowance for the support 
of their wives and children by deductions 
from their pay for that purpose. 


Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON : The 
Admiralty have no reason to believe that 
any considerable portiou of the men evade 
their responsibilities in this matter, but 
the suggestion in the last part of the hon. 


Member's Question will receive careful | 


consideration. 


Service Brigadier Generals. 

*Mr. GEORGE FABER (York): On 
behalf of the hon. Member for the 
Andover Division of Hampshire, I beg 
to ask the Secretary of State for War 
whether, seeing that while they remain 
in the service brigadier generals do 
major generals’ work while only receiv- 
ing colonels’ pay, he will consider the 
possibility of allowing them to retain the 
honorary rank of general on retirement, 
instead of reducing them to the rank of 
colonel. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (Mr. HALpane, Haddington): A 
major general's work in peace time is the 
command of a division or an analogous 
appointment, while a brigadier general's 
work is the command of a 
Brigadier generals do not receive 
colonel’s pay but rates specially provided 
for them. The question of honorary 
rank on retirement has been from time to 
time fully considered, and it has never so 
far been thought proper to grant the 
concession. 


Preserved Meat Contracts. 
Mr. HUNT (Shropshire, Ludlow) : I 
beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
War whether the names of the tenderers 
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(Juestions. 


(for preserved meat, and the prices 
tendered, could be published, instead of, 
as now, withheld from publication, so that 
the information would be available for 
everyone. 


Mr. HALDANE: The information 
asked for by the Question has to be 
treated as confidential, and it would not 
be wise to make any exception in the 
case of preserved meat. 


The Colonies and Army Meat Contracts. 
Mr. HUNT: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for War whether, in view 
of the fact that the limited time allowed 
by the authorities for sending in their 
tenders for preserved meat is a disadvan- 
tage to our Colonies, he could, instead of, 
as at the present time, allowing only 
about a week, see his way to make the 
time two months, so that the packers in 
New Zealand and Australia could have 
the conditions fully before them, instead 
of, as at present, having to send in their 
tenders merely on the strength of a 
| necessarily meagre cablegram. 
| 
| 
| Mr. HALDANE: As I explained to 
| the House in reply to a similar Question 
| put yesterday, sufficient time will, when- 
}ever possible, be allowed to enable the 
| Colonial contractors to send in their 
| tenders. 


Military Maneuvres—Compensation to 
andowners. 

Mr. MOND (Chester): I beg to ask 
| the Secretary of State for War whether, 
|in order to facilitate the field training of 
| troops under varying conditions, he will 
| introduce legislation to give the Was 
| Office necessary power to carry out 
manceuvres over any land they think 
adapted for the purpose, on the paying 
of a reasonable compensation for damage 
| done to the owners or tenants thereof. 


brigade. | 


Mr. HALDANE: Doubtless my hon. 
friend is aware of the considerable powers 
granted by the Manceuvres Act of 1897. 
I am glad, however, that he has raised the 
| question, as it may be necessary to intro- 
duce hereafter a small Bill, for improving 
the facilities for the holding of manceuvres 
throughout the United Kingdom. 


Army Rifle Ranges. 
Mr. MOND: I beg toask the Secre- 
tary of State ior War whether it is 
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proposed under the Territorial and 
Reserve Forces Bill, Clause 3, that, on 
the passing of this Bill, the cost for the 
provision of rifle ranges for the Terri- 
torial Army shall be paid by money 
voted by Parliament for Army Services. 


Mr. HALDANE: The provision of 
rifle ranges is one of the duties which it 
is proposed under the bill to transfer to 
the associations. It is generally intended 
that the cost shall be met out of the 
monies provided for the expense of 
associations by Parliament. [I am_ not 
in a position at present to give any 
further details as to the method of 
provision. 


Volunteer Rifle Ranges. 

Mr. MOND: I beg to ask the Secre 
tary of State for War whether, in view 
of the difficulties of Volunteer regiments 
in obtaining the land necessary for rifie 
ranges, he will, at an early date, intro- 
duce legislation enabling the War Office 
to acquire land for such purposes compul- 
sorily at current market value for the 
same. 


Mr. HALDANE: The provisions of 
the Military Lands Acts are sutticient for 
the purpose of securing land for ranges | 
for Volunteer corps, but compulsory 
purchase always in practice involves the 
payment of a price somewhat above the 
current market value of the land. 


Period of Enlistment. 

Mason RENTON (Lincolnshire, Gains- 
borough): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for War how often the period 
of service for men enlisting in the 
artillery and cavalry and infantry of the 
line has been changed since the year 
1880. 


Mr. HALDANE: I propose to hand 
the hon. Member a copy of the Answer, 
which is a long and complicated one. 


Savings on the Indian Establishment. 

*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
India whether the saving of £75,000 | 
effected by returning men to the Indian 
establishment is counterbalanced by any | 
additional charge upon the Indian | 
Government, 
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THe UN DER-SECRETARY or STATE 
FoR INDIA (Mr. CHARLES HopHouse, 
Bristol, E): I understand the hon. Mem. 
ber’s Question to refer to the return to 
India of one of the Indian native infantry 
battalions hitherto stationed in Mauritius. 
This battalion, of course, becomes a charge 
on Indian revenues, but it is not in 
excess of the Indian establishment, as 
two Indian battalions, absent in China, 
are not at present chargeable to Indian 
revenues. 


Indian Excise Administration Committee. 

Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Denbigh- 
shire, W.): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for India whether he has re- 
ceived the views of the Government of 
India upon the Report of the Committee 
appointed to inquire into the Excise 
administration ; whether, having regard 
to the importance of the subject, he will 
be able at an early date to make a state- 
ment as to the intentions of the Gouvern- 
ment ; and whether further Papers will 
be laid upon the Table. 


Mr. CHARLES HOBHOUSE: | I 
have ascertained from the Government of 
india that they are dealing with the 
recommendations of the Excise Com- 


| mittee, which cover a good deal of ground, 


in sections. Orders on two chapters 
have issued and will reach me in about a 
fortnight, and Orders on others’ will 
shortly issue. I shall be happy to 
present these as they reach me, if my 
hon. friend will move for them. 


Zambesi Victoria Falls. 

*Mr. ESSEX (Gloucestershire, Ciren- 
cester): I beg to ask the Under-Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies whether 
the concession stated to be granted to 
the Victoria Falls Power Company to 
derive 254,000 e.h.p. from the Zambesi 
Victoria Falls has the approval of the 
Colonial Office ; and whether powers to 
cancel such concessions have been re- 
served if the scheme is not in operation 
within say five years. 


THe UNDERSECRETARY For THE 
COLONIES (Mr. CHURCHILL, Manches- 
ter, N.W.): The Secretary of State has 
signitied his general approval in principle 
to the grant of proper facilities to the 
Victoria Falls Power Syndicate ; but no 
detailed proposals for carrying out the 
concession have as yet been before him. 

3 E 2 
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*Mr. ESSEX asked whether the | 
Government reserved to itself the right | 
to cancel any concession given if the | 
scheme was not in operation within five 
years. 


Questions. 


Mr. CHURCHILL repeated that no 
detailed proposals had been before the 
Colonial Office, and said he would like 
notice to be given of that Question. 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Slea- 
ford): Before a concession is given will 
the right hon. Gentleman ascertain that 
there is sufficient water in the dry season 
for a large concession to be granted 
without injuring the Falls 4 


Mr. CHURCHILL: No doubt that 
will have to be taken into consideration, 
but still public utility has also to be 
considered. 


Mr. LUPTON : 
large amount of money spent by visitors in 
voing to see this—one of the finest sights 
of the world. 


New Hebrides Convention and the Islands 
of Kanaka. 

*Mr. ESSEX : I beg to ask the Under- 
Secretary of State 
whether Article XL., 3, of the New 
Hebrides Convention, Cd. 3160, will 
make possible the permanent residence in 
the Islands, of Kanaka labourers origin- 
ally recruited under licence; if such is | 
the case, for how long a time will the 
obligation to repatriate the labourer rest 
upon the recruiter ! 


{COMMONS} 
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for the Colonies, | 
accorded the produce of this country and 
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Boer War Expenditure. 

Mr. D. A. THOMAS (Merthyr 
Tydvil): I beg to ask the Under-Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies, if he can 
now state the total cost incurred by this 
country in protecting Natal and Cape 
Colony against the Boer forces during the 
recent war. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: No, Sir ; it does 
not appear to be possible to show separ- 
ately the expenditure to which my hon. 
friend refers. 


Cape Duties on British Coal. 

Mr. D. A. THOMAS: I beg to ask 
the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, whether the Customs Duty of 
3s. 6d. per ton on British coal imported 
into Cape Colony is charged on coal 
raised in and imported from Natal; 
whether the Cape dock dues on coal and 
the coal rates on the Cape railways 
controlled by the Government are the 
same on British and Natal produce ; and, 
if the answer to these Questions is in the 
negative, will he take the opportunity, 
afforded by the approaching visit of 
Colonial Premiers, for promoting freer 
trade within the Empire and closer 
/commercial relations between the Mother 
Country and the Colonies, of respect- 
fully suggesting that equal treatment be 


the Colonies when imported into any one 


of the component parts of the British 


Empire. 


Mr. CHURCHILL: An import duty 
of 3s. per ton is levied on coal entering 
the South African Customs Union 


‘abroad. As both Natal and Cape Colony 


Mr. CHURCHILL: Native labourers 
in the New Hebrides (who are, of course, 
natives of the group and not imported 
from outside) will not be compelled 
under the Convention to return to their 
homes at the expiration of their 
contracts if they do not desire to do so. 
No limit of time is fixed by the Conven- 
tion to the liability of the employer, but 
the question of the period during which 
he will be bound to send back a labourer 
after the expiration of his contract is one 
that can be settled, if necessary, by local 
regulations of the High Commissioners, 
subject to the approval of His Majesty’s 
Government and the French Govern- 
ment, 


are members of that Union, the duty is 
not levied on coal entering one Colony 
from the other. From the materials 
available in this country, it is impossible 
to give a definite answer as to dock dues 
and railway rates. Iam aware that it 
has been in the past the practice in 
South Africa to give preference to local 
products on the railways, but in the 
meetings which preceded the drawing up 
of the Convention of last year printed in 
Cd. 2977 the principle was enunciated 
that preference should be given by 
customs rates, and not railway rates. His 
Majesty’s Government are in sympathy 
with the principle stated in the last part 
; of the hon. Member’s question, but it is 
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inapplicable in cases where Colonies are 
members of one Customs Union. 


Macedonian Gendarmerie. 

Mr. G. GREENWOOD (Peter- 
borough): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs whether the 
Ambassadors of the Powers have received 
a satisfactory reply from the Porte with 
reference to the demand for increased 
powers for the Macedonian gendarmerie 
put forward a year ago by General de 
Giorgis and recently renewed. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Epwarp | 
GreY, Northumberland, Berwick) : The | 
recent negotiations in regard to the | 
gendarmerie have been carried on between 
(reneral de Giorgis Pasha and the Sublime | 
Porte. They have not yet been com- | 
pleted, but it is understood that they are | 
proceeding satisfactorily. The question | 
is a somewhat complicated one. The | 
last papers dealing with the subject will | 
be included in the general Blue-book on | 
Macedonia which will shortly be laid 
before Parliament. 





United States and Most-favoured-Nation | 
Treatment. 

Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON | 
(Lanarkshire, N.W.): I beg to ask the | 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in | 
what respects the interpretation of most- 
favoured-nation treatment held by the 
United States Government differs from 
that held by His Majesty’s Government ; 
and whether he will lay Papers relative | 
to any representations which have been 
made on the subject by His Majesty's 
Government or the Government of the 
United States. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The inter- 
pretation put by the United States 
Government on the most-favoured-nation | 
clause is that concessions granted to one | 
State by another conditionally and for a 
consideration cannot be claimed by a 
third State, although that State may be 
entitled to most-favoured-nation  treat- 
ment. His Majesty’s Government hold 
the contrary view, namely, that all 
favours, whether granted by law or by 
treaty, gratuitously or for a considera- 
tion, pass under the most-favoured-nation 
clause. No useful purpose would be 
served by laying Papers on the subject. 
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Congo State Annexation. 

Mr. BENNETT (Oxfordshire, Wood- 
stock): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether he 
could give some assurance to this House 
that the treaty conditions, under which 
alone any annexation of the Congo State 
by Belgium would be acceptable to His 
Majesty’s Government, would carry with 
them the right of the Congolese native 
to buy and sell freely of the produce of 
the soil. 


Str EDWARD GREY: The views of 
His Majesty’s Government in regard to 
the right of the Congolese native to buy 
and sell freely of the produce of the soil 
remain the same as those set forth in the 
circular to the Powers ot 8th August, 
1903, which was published in Blue-book 
Africa, No. 14 (1903). 


Execution of a British Subject at Warsaw. 

Lorp BALCARRES — (Lancashire, 
Chorley) : I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs if the British 
subject recently executed for robbery at 
Warsaw was represented by counsel at 
his trial. 


Sirk EDWARD GREY: Tingle was 
not assisted by counsel at his trial, as 
counsel are not allowed at field Courts- 
martial, the procedure of which is the 
same as that of regimental Courts-martial 
in time of war. 


Lorp BALCARRES : Has the Govern- 
ment any knowledge of what took place 
at the trial ? 


Sir EDWARD GREY: I have no 
knowledge as to that, but I have know. 
ledge that the man was caught in the act, 
and that there was no doubt about his 
guilt. 


Mr. JOHN WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) : 
Will the right hon, Gentleman make 
inquiries in regard to the conduct of 
the trial ? 


Sm EDWARD GREY : I cannot make 
inquiries, because we are satisfied that the 
trial was exactly the same as would take 
place in the case of a Russian subject. 
There was no doubt as to the man’s guilt, 
and martial law was applied to the district. 
We have no right to claim for British 
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subjects more favourable treatment than 
is accorded to the subjects of the country 
in which they reside. 


Si GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) 
asked whether there were others associ- 
ated with this British subject in the com- 
mittal of the crime, and whether the 
others were arrested. 


Sm EDWARD GREY : J cannot say 
whether others were arrested for this 
particular crime. He was one of a number 
of people who robbed the tram-conductor, 
and he was caught, with the proceeds of 
the robbery in his possession, as he was 
running away. 


Major ANSTRUTHER-GRAY (St. 
Andrews Burghs): Was the British 
Ambassador referred to in the matter ! 


Sir EDWARD GREY: No, Sir. The 
Consul-General took action himself, and 
asked that the sentence should be com- 
muted, and he was informed that the 
crime, in the opinion of the authorities, 
was too grave to allow of commutation, 
and he said in his Report that exactly the 
same penalty would have been inflicted 
on any Russian subject who had been 
caught under the same circumstances. 


Belgian Special Congo Commission. 

Mr. ALDEN (Middlesex, Tottenham) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether he can give any 
information as to the possibility of an 
early Report by the Special Commission 
of Members of the Belgian Chamber ap- 
pointed to consider the question of taking 
over the Congo Free State ; and whether 
he is in a position to make any representa- 
tions to the Belgian Government with 
regard to the Question. 


Sir EDWARD GREY: The Special 
Commission alluded to has not yet 
reached such a stage of its inquiry as to 
give any indication of the date when its 
labours may be expected to terminate. 
With regard to the last portion of the 
Question, His Majesty's Government have 
hitherto desired that Belgium should 
exercise ner own rights. But this is a 


result to be brought about by Belgium | 


acting independently on her own initia- 
tive, and is not likely to be promoted 
by the representations of a foreign 
Power. 


{COMMONS} 


(Questions. 1420 


Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington) asked 
if the right hon. Gentleman would inquire 
when they might expect to have the 
Report, considering the long time which 
had elapsed since he made a statement on 
the subject. 


Sm EDWARD GREY replied that he 
had already given instructions to be kept 
informed from time to time of the pro- 
gress that was being made. 


Depreciation of Securities. 

Mr. GEORGE FABER (York) : I beg 
to ask Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
whether, in the case of the Post Office 
Savings Banks and the Trustee Savings 
Banks, respectively, the National Debt 
Commissioners show in their annual 
published accounts the amount of the 
depreciation in the value of the securities 
in which the deposits have been invested ; 
and whether the depreciation fund, 
directed by statute to be created out of 
surplus interest, if any, has been sufficient 
to meet the depreciation ; and, if not, 
what is the present amount of the total 
depreciation in each case; whether, in 
each of the above cases, the interest 
arising out of the securities in which the 
deposits have been invested has been 
sutticient to meet the rate of interest 
payable under statute to depositors » and, 
if not, what is the amount of the total 
deficit in each case, and out of what 
moneys has it from time to time been 
met ! 


THE CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr. AsquitH, Fifeshire, E.) : 
The annual statements of the Savings 
Banks Funds are prepared in the form 
prescribed in the Savings Banks Act, 
1904. They show the liabilities of the 
funds and the nature and amount of the 
securities held, but they do not include a 
valuation of the securities at current 
market price. Such valuations were 
condemned by the Select Committee of 
1902 as misleading. ‘There is no statu- 
tory depreciation fund. The hon. Mem- 
ber is presumably referring to the 
provisions of an Act of 1877, which 
directed that, out of any surplus income 
arising on the Savings Banks Funds, such 
portion as the Treasury considered neces- 
sary might be retained in those funds to 
provide against depreciation of the 
securities, To publish now a statement 


of the depreciation of the securities would 








Ss Qees = 


ig 
to 








1421 Questions. 


be contrary to the intention of the Act 
of 1904. When the interest earned is 
insufficient to meet the charges on the 
funds, the deficiency is made good by 
Vote of Parliament. An Estimate has 
just been presented to the House of the 
sums required to meet the deficiencies 
incurred in 1906. 


Mr. GEORGE FABER: Is it not the 
fact that the depreciation of these 


securities amounts to an immense sum ? 


Mr. ASQUITH: The hon. Member 
can raise the matter on the Estimates, 
for, as I have already said, there is power 
to make good the deficiencies of the year 
out of money provided by Parliament. 


Mr. GEORGE FABER : But the total 
deficiency—not the deficiency of the 
vear ? 


Mr. ASQUITH: Ah! That is another 
inatter. 


Berks and Bucks Stag Hunt. 

Mr. MARNHAM (Surrey, Chertsey) : 
! beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department whether his atten- 
tion has been called to a stag hunt in 
which members of the Berks and Bucks 
Hunt took part on Thursday 28th ultimo, 
when a stag, bleeding from cuts, was 
chased into the village of Windlesham, 
Surrey, where it sank down from exhaus- 
tion and was ultimately strangled by the 
villagers who attempted to drag it by 
rope to a stable near by ; and whether 
he will consider the matter of introducing 
such legislation as will put a stop to the 
hunting of carted animals. 


THE SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Mr. Guap- 
STONE, Leeds, W.): I have made inquiry, 
and am informed that the animal, when 
recaptured, was accidentally strangled in 
its struggles to escape. It was bleeding 
only from a slight scratch on one hind 
leg. I think that the hunting of carted 
stags is open to objection, but to prohibit 
it would require legislation which I am 
uot prepared to undertake. 


*Mr. REES: Is it not the case that the 
strangling of the stag was due to the 
ignorant conduct of the villagers, and not 
to the huntsman ? 
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Mr. GLADSTONE: I believe that is 
so. 


Mr. BYLES (Salfora, N.) asked when 
the Government would give facilities for 
the consideration of the Spurious Sports 
Bill. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: That is a question 
for the Prime Minister. 


An HON. MEMBER: Is the right 
hon. Gentleman aware that in the 
country of the Berks and Bucks Hunt 
six stags have been killed since November 
26th last 4 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I am not aware 
of that. 


Hackney Carriage Table of Distances. 

*Mr. REES: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department 
whether he will consider the propriety of 
issuing a new table of distances for 
hackney carriages in lieu of the obsolete 
publication of 15th May, 1896, a copy of 
which, exhibited at the Palace of West- 
minster, omits to give the distance to 
more than one railway terminus in 
London. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: A revised Table 
will be prepared for the place which the 
hon. Member mentions. 


Alleged Electoral Intimidation at Rye. 

Mr. J. MACVEAGH (Down, 58.): 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department whether 
the police authorities in the Rye 
Division of Sussex have forwarded to 
him any Report as to intimidation in 
that constituency at the last general 
election ; if not, whether such informa- 
tion can be obtained from any other 
source ; and whether he has received any 
assurances from the Noncontormist 
electors in the Rye Division that none of 
them was boycotted or otherwise injured 
in business as a result of their support- 
ing the Liberal candidate. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: The Chief con- 
stable of East Sussex reports in reply to 
my inquiry that no coniplaint of intimida- 
tion in the Rye division has been received 
by the police. No communication on 
the subject has reached me from the 
Nonconformist electors. 
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Ancoats Mill Fire. 

Mr. CLYNES (Manchester, N. E.) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department whether he has 
seen a report of the fire on Wednesday 
last at the mill of Messrs. M’Connell, 
Ancoats, Manchester, showing that to 
effect an escape windows were smashed 
by a large number of frightened women 
and girls, who, for safety, jumped into the 
street ; and whether he can ascertain if 
proper and sufficient means of exit, in 
case of fire, were provided at this mill, on 
the fourth floor of which many girls were 
employed. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: I have received 
a report on the circumstances of this fire. 
The fire broke out on the fourth floor 


and the girls employed on that and the | 


two higher floors escaped without 
difticulty by an emergency exit and down 
a flight of steps into the yard. Some 
windows on the ground floor in a different 
part of the building not affected by the 
fire were broken by the crowd which had 
assembled in the street, and five or six 
girls employed in that part got out 
through them ; this I suppose gave rise 
to the report referred to in the Question. 
The mill is provided with sutticient means 
of exit, to the satisfaction of the local 
authority and the factory department. 


Match Factories—Special Rules. 

Mr. ARTHUR HENDERSON (Dur- 
ham, Barnard Castle): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment whether the special rules for match 
factories deal with cases in which a 
worker is in such a state of health as 
to incur danger from his work ; if so, 
why, in the recent fatal case, a man, 
stated to have long been known to have 
the seeds of necrosis in his system, was 
exposed to phosphorus poisoning, and 
at what point the dentist had first 
referred the case to the certifying sur- 
geon ; and whether at any time this man 
was reported by His Majesty’s inspector 
of factories as having the seeds of necrosis 
in his system. 


Mr. GLADSTONE: Yes, Sir. The 


rules provide for periodical examination 
by the dentist, whose duty it is to 
suspend the worker whenever he finds 
danger of necrosis by reason of bad 
teeth or exposure of the jaw, and more- 
over to report to the certifying surgeon, 
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| if there be inflammation or necrosis of the 
jaw, or such a state of health as to 
‘involve danger of necrosis. As regards 
_the second part of the Question, I perhaps 
‘conveyed a wrong impression in the 
reply I gave to the right hon. Baronet 
the Member for the Forest of Dean, on 
/on the 26th February.+ No suspicion of 
‘necrosis arose in the case referred to 
until after the extraction of a tooth on 
the 19th December last, when the 
necrosis was found, and the case was 
at once referred by the dentist to the 
certifying surgeon. It was the discovery 
then made, when taken in connection 
with the history of the fracture of the 
man’s leg, which led to the conclusion 
that phosphorus had begun to affect his 
system long before. 


Payment of Telegraph Messengers. 
*Mr. ESSEX: I beg to ask the Post- 
master-General whether the docket (or 


| piece-work) system of payment to tele- 


graph messengers still obtains at any 
telegraph office ; and, if so, in how many. 


Tue POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Mr. 
SypNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Pop- 
lar): The system of paying telegraph 
messengers a docket or piece-work rate 
of wages with a fixed minimum obtains 
at about 415 of the larger telegraph 
offices of the United Kingdom. As a 
rule it is only at the small oftices that 
a fixed rate of wages is paid. 


Sunderland Postmen’ Christmas 
vertime. 

Mr. SUMMERBELL (Sunderland) : 
I beg to ask the Postmaster-General if 
he is aware that payment for overtime 
worked by the postmen of Sunderland 
during the snowstorm in December has 
not yet been made; and, if so, will he 
see to the payment of the same as early 
as possible, especially in view of the fact 
that the payment is now over two months 
overdue. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: The pay- 
ment is now being made. 


Fence Houses Mail Cart Driver’s Hours 
of Duty. 

Mr. SUMMERBELL: I beg to ask 

the Postmaster-General if he is aware of 

the hours devoted to duty daily by the 





+ See (4) Debates, clxix., 1414. 
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rural mail-car driver of Fence Houses, 
county Durham, namely, that he has to 


be up at 4.45 a.m. each morning and be | 


at the call of the post office till 8 p.m., 
making a daily record of fifteen and a 
quarter hours, which includes two and 
three-quarter hours for meals ; and, if so, 
if he will favourably consider the case of 
such men, with a view to an improve- 
ment in their conditions of labour. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: If the 
Question refers, as it apparently does, to 
the rural postman who drives a cart 
between Fence Houses and Cox Green 
the hours of duty given are not correct. 
The man in question comes on duty for 
the first time at 6.15 a.m. and goes off 
duty for the day at 6.20 p.m., and he has 
intervals of about five hours between 
those times, so that he has seven hours of 
actual duty only. 


Mr. SUMMERBELL: Is the right 
hon. Gentleman aware that the man has 
to go to the stable and harness his horse 
before he starts work ? 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: 
communicated all the information I have. 
If the hon. Member has further informa- 
tion I will inquire into it. 


New Zealand Mails. 


Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth): I beg | 


to ask the Postmaster-General if the 
mail to New Zealand which should have 
heen despatched on Saturday 9th March, 
ria San Francisco, was cancelled, and a 


mail wa the Suez Canal substituted in its | 


place ; and, if so, what is the cause of 
this irregularity in the mail service and 
how long is it likely to continue. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: No mail 
for New Zealand viv San Francisco was 
despatched on the 9th instant because of 
the temporary withdrawal for repairs of 
the American Contract Packet appointed 
to leave San Francisco for Auckland on 
the 2lst instant. Correspondence for 
New Zealand was sent by way of Suez 
on the 8th instant. I am not aware how 


Soon the repairs to the packet will be 


completed. 


Cleadon Rural Postman’s Hours of Duty. 
Mr. SUMMERBELL: I beg to ask 
the Postmaster-General if he is aware 
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between Sunderland and Cleadon are 
from 4.45 a.m. to 7.30 p.m., out of which 
he has to spend three hours and forty 
minutes wherever he can at Cleadon, 
no accommodation being provided fer 
him, and that when he applied for the 
provision of a shelter, he was asked by 
the postmaster if he could not make the 
stable serve him, and further, that he 
has to pay stable rent out of his own 
pocket ; and, if so, will he undertake to 
provide a shelter for the man and make 
an allowance for stable rent. 


Mr. SYDNEY BUXTON: I have 
called for a Report on this subject and 
will send the hon. Member an Answer in 
due course. 


Cheltenham Teachers’ Training College. 

Mr. O'GRADY (Leeds, E.): I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Educa- 
tion whether his attention has been 
called to the case of Miss James, a pupil- 
teacher studying at the Thoresby High 
School, Leeds, who applied for admission 
to the Teachers’ Training College, Chel- 
tenham, a college subsidised from public 
funds, and who was refused admission on 
the ground of social status; and, if so, 


_ will he give instructions that this college 
is no longer subsidised from public funds. 


*Tue PRESIDENT or THE BOARD 
oF EDUCATION (Mr. McKenna, Mon- 
mouthshire, N.): I am aware of the inci- 
dent referred to, but, inasmuch as the 
action of the Training College authorities 
was not contrary to the existing regula- 
tions, I am not in a position to refuse the 
grant. I am considering the conditions 


| governing the admission of students to 


training colleges in connection with the 
forthcoming regulations, and will bear in 
mind the case referred to by the hon. 
Member. 


Mr. O'GRADY: Is it a fact that the 
college is subsidised by public funds, and 
that want of social stutus is a bar to 


| admission ? 


*Mr. MCKENNA: If the hon. Gentle- 
man is referring to the past, that is so. 


Mr. O'GRADY: Is it not a fact 
that the college is still subsidised from 
public funds and that that bar still 
exists ¢ 





New School Grant. 
Sir F. BANBURY (City of London) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Education upon what principle it is 
proposed to distribute the grant of 
£100,000 specially provided, for new 
schools. 


Mr. McKENNA: I have nothing to 
add to the reply which I gave yesterday 
to the hon. Member for the Oswestry 
Division of Shropshire. 


Welsh Education Department Accounts. 

Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH (Derby- | 
shire, W.): I beg to ask the President | 
of the Board of Education if the new 
Welsh Department will be subject to the | 
supervision of the Accountant-General of 


the Board or will have its own Accountant- | 


General. 


Mr. McKENNA: The expenditure | 
of the Welsh Department will continue 
to be accounted tor by the Accountant- 
General of the Board. 


Holyrood Chapel. 

Mr. MORTON (Sutherland): I beg to 
ask the First Commissioner of Works 
whether the ruins of Holyrood Chapel 
have been and are now being protected ; 
and whether he has taken any professional 
advice on the matter. 


COMMISSIONER oF 
WORKS (Mr. Harcourt, Lancashire, 
Rossendale): Yes, Sir, and I am glad to 
say that Professor Lethaby, in his recent 
report on the ruins of Holyrood, added 
these words as a_ postscript :—“ I 
examined the tops of the walls and the 
broken pillars and found that they were 
carefully kept, having been stopped up 
with cement in a thorough manner. The 
root over the south aisle is also very sound 
and well kept.” 


THe FIRST 


’Mr. MORTON : Is it intended to keep 
the building in repair ! 


Mr. HARCOURT: Certainly. The 
principal architect in Scotland is con- 
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*Mr. McCKENNA: That is so at this 
moment. 


Questions. 1428 
stantly examining the ruins with that 
object. 


Andoversford—Cheltenham Train Service. 
*Mr. ESSEX: I beg to ask the Presi- 
dent of the Board cf Trade whether he 
proposes to take any steps to secure a 
better correspondence of trains between 
the Great Western Railway and Midland 
and South-Western Junction Railway at 
Andoversford - Cheltenham. 


THE SECRETARY to THE BOARD or 
TRADE (Mr. Keartey, Devonport): 
The Board of Trade have communicated 
with both the Railway Companies 
concerned in this matter, and I am now 
| sending my hon. friend copies of their 
“replies: 





| Board of Trade and Inefficient Railway 
Services. 

Mr. ESSEX : I beg to ask the President 
| of the Board of Trade, whether he will 
| consider the advisability of taking steps, 

| by legislation or otherwise, to secure that 

ja railway shall not withdraw a train or 
| trains from its service, which leaves its 
| district without railway communication 
| for twelve consecutive hours, without the 
sanction of the Board of Trade. 


friend 


cases 


Mr. KEARLEY: If my hon. 
will send particulars of any such 
that he may have in mind, the Board of 
| Trade will be happy to investigate the 
complaint. 


Argentine Hams. 

Mr. BOLAND (Kerry, 8.) : I beg to 
ask the President of the Board of Trade 
whether his attention has been called to 
the fact that, in consequence of the 
inferior quality of some of the hams 
which are sent to Argentina from 
England, the Ministry of Agriculture in 
Argentina has decided not to permit 
their introduction after 15th April unless 
accompanied by a certificate of good 
quality issued by the British sanitary 
authorities and endorsed by the Argentine 
Consulates in England; can he say 
whether this is intended to apply in the 
case of Irish hams; and, if so, what 
steps he intends to take to safeguard the 
good name of a valuable Irish product, 
especially in view of the efforts at present 
being made to open up direct trade 
between Ireland and Argentina. 
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The following Questions on the same 
subject also appeared on the Paper :— 


Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, lye): 
To ask the President of the Board of 
Trade what quantity of British hams and 
bacon were exported to Argentina during 
1906. 


Mr. COURTHOPE: To ask the 
President of the Board of Trade whether 
the Argentine Ministry of Agriculture 
have decided to exclude British hams and 
bacon from Argentina after 15th April, 
1907, unless such goods are accompanied 
by certificates issued by the British 
sanitary authorities and endorsed by the 
Argentine Consulates in England ; and 
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neighbouring countries. The great bulk 
of the export trade from the United 
Kingdom to Servia is covered by the 


tariff concessions under the treaty re- 


|} GOVERNMENT BOARD (Dr. 


what action His Majesty’s Government | 


propose to take in the matter. 


Mr. 


cently concluded, a full list of which was 
published in the Board of Trade Journal 
last week. 


Poor-Law Defects. 

*Mr. ESSEX: I beg to ask the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board 
whether he has taken any steps to deal 
with the injustices of the Poor-Law 
system, as promised by him on 4th 
August, 1906. 


LOCAL 
MACNA- 
MARA, Camberwell, N.): My hon. friend 
mentioned two matters in the debate on 


THe SECRETARY To THE 


'4th August last, one, the separation of 


KEARLEY : I will answer these | 


Questions together. The Argentine | 
Ministry issued a decree in October | 


last imposing certain conditions 
the imports of hams, bacon, 


upon 
and 


other animal products, in the interests | 


| 


of public health. I understand that | 
the regulations apply to products of | 
any origin, native or foreign. The | 


Board of Trade are fully alive to the 
matter and the Foreign Office is in 


communication with the Argentine | 
Government. The quantity of British 
hams and bacon exported from this 


country to the Argentine during 1906 
was 8166 ewts, valued at £36,520. 


British Trade with Servia. 

Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON : I 
heg to ask the President of the Board of 
Trade what were the amounts of our 
trade with Servia in 1904, 1905, and 
1906 ; and what is the annual value of 
our exports upon which tariff concessions 
have been granted in the treaty just 


concluded between Servia and _ this 
country. 
Mr. KEARLEY: There were no 


direct imports fiom Servia into the United 
Kingdom in the years mentioned. The 
recorded exports from the United King- 
dom to Servia amounted in value to 
£59,637 in 1904 ; to £52,971 in 1905 ; and 
to £61,724 in 1906 ; but there is reason to 
believe that these figures understate the 
facts, as some exports ultimately in- 
tended for Servia are declared as sent to 


foreign firms in Austria and certain. President of 


aged couples in workhouses, the other, 
the compulsory contribution by children 
to the maintenance of their parents in 
the workhouse. As regards the former 
point, I may observe that, under the 
present law, a married couple above 
sixty years of age in a workhouse are 
entitled to live together, and that, if 
either of them is above that age, they 
may be allowed to live together. As 
regards the other point, the subject of 
the contributions to the maintenance of 
paupers by their relatives is, I believe, 
engaging the attention of the Royal 
Commission on the Poor Law. I may 
add that my hon, friend is mistaken in 


thinking my right hon. friend the 
President made any promise on the 


occasion to which he refers. My right 
hon. friend did not take part in the 
debate. 


*Mr. ESSEX: The promise was made 
in the “ Aye” lobby. 


Lorp R. CECIL (Marylebone, E.): 
Is it intended to postpone dealing with 
this question until the Report of the Poor- 
Law Commission has been received ? 


Dr. MACNAMARA: That Question 
had better be addressed to my right hon. 
friend. 

London County Council Indoor Pauper 
rant. 

Mr. BROOKE (Tower Hamlets, Bow 
and Bromley): I beg to ask the 
the Local Government 
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Board whether, in consideration of the 
effect of the present basis for the distri- 
bution of the London County Council 
grant of 4d. a day per head for every 
indoor pauper upon those London unions 
where pauperism has increased since 
1888, he will now, or in the near future, 
introduce legislation proposing that the 
grant be redistributed upon the basis of 
the pauperism existing in those unions 
during the five years ending March, 1906. 


Dr. MACNAMARA: The Royal 
Commission on Local Taxation recom- 
mended the abolition of this Grant, and 
the substitution of another for it. The 
whole subject of the Grant must be 
considered when the Government deal 
with the question of Local Taxation, and 
in the meantime my right hon. friend 
could not promise to propose legislation 
to the effect suggested. 


Chicago Meat Scandals. 

Sir WILLIAM BULL (Hammer- 
smith): I beg to ask the President of 
the Local Government Board what 
action, if any, he proposes to take on 
Consul Finn’s Report on the Chicago 
meat scandals. 


Mr. MACNAMARA : My right hon. 
friend has introduced a Bill which, if it 
passes into law, will enable the Local 
Sovernment Board to make regulations 
with regard to the importation, prepara- 
tion, storage, and distribution of foods. 
In adopting this course he has taken 
into consideration not only this Report, 
but also information collected from 
various sources regarding the wholesome. 
ness of the imported meat which is 
especially in question. 


Sir GILBERT PARKER asked if 
any steps were being taken to make 
inquiries respecting the manufacture and 
preparation of tinned meat in the 
Colonies. 


Dr. MACNAMARA asked for notice 
of the Question. 


Sik WILLIAM BULL: Is it not 
proposed to publish the Report ? 


Dr. MACNAMARA: That is a Ques- 
tion for the Secretary 
Foreign Affairs. 


of State for 
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Sirk WILLIAM BULL: That right 


hon. Gentleman referred me to the 
President of the Local Government 
Board. 


Questions. 


Dr. MACNAMARA: I think not. 
I have looked up all the Questions and do 
not find it to be so. 


Expenditure on Bill Promotion in 
arliament. 


*Mr.CHIOZZA MONEY (Paddington, 
N.): I beg to ask the President of the 
Local Government Board if he will state 
the sums which British local authorities 
have found it necessary to expend in 
promoting Bills in Parliament during 
each of the last five years for which 
figures are available. 


Dr. MACNAMARA: The _ latest 
information on this subject as regards 
England and Wales, with which alone I 
am concerned, will be found in a 
Parliamentary Return made in 1900, 
relative to the expenditure of the 
principal local authorities in respect of 
Private Bill Legislation during a series 
of seven years. According to that 
Return the total amount expended in 
promoting Private Bills during the 
period dealt with by it was £644,473. I 
will send my hon. friend a copy of the 
return. 


*Mr. CHIOZZA MONEY: Can my 
hon. friend give any promise that the 
Local Government Board will introduce 
legislation to relieve local authorities of 
the necessity of making this wasteful 
expenditure ? 

Dir. MACNAMARA: I should like 
notice of that Question. 


Alderney Abattoirs. 

*Mr. ESSEX: I beg to ask the hon. 
Member for South Somerset as re- 
presenting the President of the Board of 
Agriculture whether he proposes to make 
a statement upon the proposed Alderney 
abattoirs. 


Sim EDWARD STRACHEY (Somer- 
setshire, S.): The position in regard to 
this matter remains what it was when a 
reply was made to the Question put by 
my hon. friend the Member for Orkney 
and Shetland on the 29th November last.* 





+ See (4) Debates, elxvi., 303. 








ask 
Dis 
to J 
of | 
and 
doe 
pas 
Col 

; 
Cel 
Sec 
con 
Me 
the 
Mi 


1 


the 
rea 
frie 
pas 

‘ 


saic 
the 


Lic 


Ly 
Me 
as 

mi: 
cas 
of 

sail 
dit 
pre 
wh 
Ho 


she 


Hi 





432 


ght 
the 
ent 


not. 


do 


on, 
the 
ate 
les 

in 
ing 
ich 


est 
rds 


p 2 


00, 
the 

of 
‘1es 
hat 

in 
the 


she 


ny 
he 
Ice 

of 
Ful 


ke 





1433 (Juestions, 


We think that the establishment of a 
wharf at Alderney for the landing and 
slaughtering of animals which are not 
allowed to be brought to Great Britain 
on account of the danger of the introduc- 
tion of disease is open to grave objection, 
and we are not prepared in any way to 
countenance it. If there is any particular 
point as to which my hon. friend would 
desire to receive information perhaps he 
would kindly communicate with me on 
the subject. 


Political Pensions Bill. 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I beg to 
ask the hon. Member for the Central 
Division of Sheffield whether he intends 
to proceed with the Bill for the abolition 
of Political Pensions introduced by him ; 
and what steps, if any, has he taken, or 
does he intend to take, to expedite the 
passage of this Bill through the House of 
Commons. 


Sin HOWARD VINCENT (Sheffield, 
Central) : The Bill in question passed its 
Second Reading on Friday last, nemine 
contradicente, in the absence of the hon. 
Member. The further stages depend on 
the assistance given by the Prime 
Minister and the Government. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I thank 
the hon. and gallant Member for his very 
reassuring answer. Will he ask his 
friends in Opposition to facilitate the 
passing of the Bill ? 


Sir HOWARD VINCENT: I have 
said its future depends on the attitude of 
the Leader of the House. 


Licensed Premises on Charity Commission 
Estates. 

Mr. WEDGWOOD (Neweastle-under- 
Lyme): I beg to ask the right hon. 
Member for Sheffield (Hallam Division) 
as representing the Church Estates Com- 
mission, whether he will say in how many 
cases of licensed premises on the estates 
of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, the 
said Commissioners have made it a con- 
dition of their assent that the said 
premises shall be closed on Sundays ; and 
whether he is in a position to assure the 
House that in future such a condition 
shall always be imposed. 


Mr. STUART WORTLEY (Sheffield, 
Hallam): In one case certainly within 
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recent years, and there may be others, 
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners have 
made it a condition in the grant of a lease 
of licensed premises that there should be 
no trade on Sundays. On the grant of 
fresh leases the propriety of annexing 
such a condition, having regard to all the 
circumstances of each case, will be among 
the considerations which the Commis- 
sioners will take into account. 


Questions. 


Riparian Rights in Scotland. 

Mr. GULLAND (Dumfries Burghs) : 
I beg to ask the Lord Advocate whether, 
in view of the fact that immemorial 
rights of trout fishing in the Tweed and 
other rivers of Scotland are being taken 
away from the public by the action of the 
riparian proprietors, he will introduce 
legislation to protect the rights which 
have hitherto been enjoyed. 


Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON : I beg 
at the same time to ask the Lord Advo- 
cate whether he is aware that the Tweed 
proprietors have stated that their action 
in restricting fishing is due to a desire to 
remedy the disastrous eflects of unfair 
fishing by a few individuals, and to 
organise and regulate the pursuit of the 
sport in future, and that they will 
encourage the formation of local associa 
tions to promote these ends, and to 
prevent the enjoyment of many being 
ruined by the unsportsmanlike actions of 
a few ; and whether, under these circum- 
stances, he propose to take any action 
with a view to assist in the preservation 
of the fishing. 


THe LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. 
THomas SHaw, Hawick Burghs): The 
action of the riparian owners in excluding 
the public from fishing in the Tweed and 
various tributaries has been on an ex- 
tensive scale, and has been noted by the 
Government. That action appears to be 
concerted, and has resulted in the shutting 


out of great districts of the border 
country from angling purposes. The 


Question of my hon. friend appears to 
state with substantial accuracy the 
reasons assigned by the proprietors for 
their restriction of the privileges hitherto 
enjoyed by the general public, but I am 
informed that so far as the upper pro- 
prietors are concerned they have not 
signitied their intention to encourage the 
formation of local angling associations. 
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The question of legislation on this sub- 
ject is not within my department, but I 
am authorised to state that the whole 
matter, the importance of which is recog- 
nised, is receiving the careful attention 
of the Government. 


Questions. 


Scottish Unemployed Grant. 

Mr. MORTON (Sutherland): I beg 
to ask the Secretary for Scotland whether 
he can say how much of the £200,000 
grant for the unemployed has been given 
to Scotland, and in what districts it has 
been expended. 


THE SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Mr. Sinciarr, Forfarshire): A sum of 
£10,000 was placed at the disposal of the 
Local Government Board for Scotland. 
So far, grants have been made only to 
the distress committees of Glasgow and 
Aberdeen, but the main distribution will 
follow on Returns to be received by the 
Board presently. 


Mr. MORTON : Has Scotland in this 
case got the whole of her share of the 
equivalent grant ? 


Mr. SINCLAIR: There is no ground 
for saving that Scotland has not had or 
will not have her full share. 


Mr. MORTON: Will the right hon. 
Gentleman take care that Scotland gets 
her full share, which should be £22,000, 
not £10,000 ? 


[No Answer was returned. | 


Small Landholders (Scotland) Bill. 

Mr. A. WILLIAMSON (Elgin and 
Nairn): I beg to ask the Secretary for 
Scotland if he will introduce the Small 
Landholders (Scotland) Bill before the 
Easter recess. 


Mr. SINCLAIR: The Prime Minister 


is not yet able to name a day. 


Perth Prison—Warder’s Duties. 

Mr. MITCHELL-THOMSON : T beg 
to ask the Secretary for Scotland whether 
he has received any representations from 
the warders of Perth Prison, as to their 
hours of duty; and, if so, whether he 
will take steps to give effect to such 
representations. 
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Mr. SINCLAIR: A petition was re- 
ceived in 1906 and is under consideration, 


Questions. 


Irish Criminal Law Procedure. 
Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: I- beg to 
ask Mr. Attorney-General for Ireland what 


| is the reason for the dissimilarity between 


the practice in criminal prosecutions in 
England and Ireland, whereby in Ireland 
all counsel representing the Attorney- 
General in criminal cases claimed to be 
entitled to a general right of reply, and 
are allowed to exercise such general 
right of reply even in cases where no 
evidence on behalf of the accused has been 
produced; whereas in Engiand, by a 
resolution of the English Judiciary in 
December, 1884, in criminal cases in which 
the prosecution is conducted on behalf of 
the Crown, where no evidence is offered 
for the accused, the right of reply is 
restricted to the Attorney-General or the 
Solicitor-General alone when prosecuting 
on behalf of the Crown in person, and is 
rarely exercised by these officials, and 
never without protest by _ prisoner's 
counsel ; and whether he has brought 
this matter under the notice of the Judges 
of the Irish King’s Bench Division, with 
a view to ascertaining whether they 
would, in the interests of justice, adopt 
the Resolution passed by the English 
Judiciary in 1884, and so assimilate the 
practice in the two countries. 


THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL For 
IRELAND (Mr. CuHerry, Liverpool 
Exchange) : I can give no reason for the 
dissimilarity between the practice in 
criminal prosecutions in England and Ire- 
land referred to in the Question, and | 
may perhaps say for myself that I very 
much regret that such dissimilarity 
should exist. In reply to the latter part 
of the Question, I have to inform my hon. 
friend that in compliance with a promise 
I made to him in this House on the 13th 
November last, I brought the matter 
under the notice of the Judges with a 
view to ascertaining whether they would 
consider it wise, in the interests of 
justice, to adopt the Resolution passed by 
the English Judiciary in 1884. The 
matter was considered at a meeting ot 
the Judges of the King’s Bench Division 
on 11th of February last, when the 
following Resolution was unanimously 
passed by them : “That having regard to 


t See (4) Debates, elxiv., 1301. 
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the long course of unquestioned practice 
in Ireland of allowing a reply by the 
counsel representing the Attorney- 
General, although no witnesses are called 
for the defence, we do not think that this 
practice ought to be altered merely by a 
Kesolution of the Judges, and that if it is 
to be altered, such alteration must be 
effected either by judicial decision or 
legislation.” 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Is it not 
the case that prosecuting counsel repre- 
sent the right hon. Gentleman himself, 
and will he consider the propriety of in- 
structing Gentlemen who represent him 
not to insist on this right of reply when 
no evidence is called for the defence ? 


Mr. CHERRY : They do represent me, 
bat [ should not feel justified in directing 
them to do what Judges hold should 
be done only by legislation. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL: Did not 
the right hon. Gentleman himself in the 
ease for criminal libel against Mr. 
McHugh strongly protest against the 
practice ? 


Mr. CHERRY: That was a private 
prosecution in which I appeared for the 
defence. I did object to the action of 
the counsel for a private prosecutor 
exercising the right. 


Maxwell Estate, Donegal. 

Mr. C. MACVEIGH (Donegal, E.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland can ke state 
what is the cause of the delay of the 
Estates Commissioners in issuing vesting 
orders to the tenants who purchased their 
holdings on the Maxwell estate, paris! 
of Clonleigh, South Gortin, county 
Donegal, whilst the tenants who pur- 
chased another portion of the same estate, 
situated in county Tyrone, at the same 
time, received their vesting orders six 
months ago; and can he say when these 
vesting orders will be issued. 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Brrrect, Bristol, N.): The 
advances to the tenants in this case were 
made only within the last fortnight, and 
the necessary documents were then sent 
to the Registrar of Titles so that the 
ownership might be registered. It is 
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expected that the land certificates of 
ownership will be issued at an early date. 


(Questions. 


Roberts Estate, County Longford. 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Longford, N.) : 
I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to ‘the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether, in 
connection with the sale to the Estates 
Commissioners of the Roberts estate, at 
Newtowncashel, county Longford, the 
vendors’ solicitor has recently made a 
letting of a farm, called the Lough farm, 
to the estate bailiff, Mulvihill, with the 
object of preventing its sub-division 
amongst the uneconomic holdings on this 
property ; and, if so, will he now direct 
the Commissioners to insist upon the 
acquirement of this farm as untenanted 
land before concluding the sale, 


Mr. CHARLES CRAIG (Antrim, N.) : 
Is it in order to impute motives, as is 
done in this Question, which says the 
object of the letting was to prevent a 
sub-division of the land among the un- 
economic holdings ? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: The statement is 
made on the responsibility of the hon. 
Member, and, if inaccurate, it can be 
corrected in the reply. 


Mr. BIRRELL: As I informed the 
hon. Member on Wednesday last no 
proceedings for the sale of this estate 
have been instituted before the Estates 
Commissioners, and the Commissioners 
therefore have no knowledge of the fact 
alleged in the Question. 


Blacklion Boycotting Case. 

Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland if he can 
state the length of time during which 
Mr. Thomas E. Taylor, of Blacklion, 
county Cavan, has been boycotted, and 
the reason why the practice of exclusive 
dealing is in operation against him ; 
whether Mr. Crozier, justice of the peace 
for county Cavan, and Mr. bracken, 
petty sessions clerk and postmaster at 
Blacklion, have refused to supply Mr. 
Taylor with goods; and whether he 
proposes to take any action in the matter. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I am informed by 
the police authorities that Mr. Taylor 
was boycotted for about six weeks up to 
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the middle of last month, when the boy-) are not aware that local dissatisfaction 


cotting ceased. The matter appears to 
have arisen out of an agrarian dispute. 
Messrs. Crozier and Bracken failed to 


prevails regarding their apportionment 


‘of the untenanted land on the estate 


supply Mr. Taylor with goods on one or | 


two occasions, each stating that he had 
not the required article. I do not see 
that any action is called for. 


Mr. COURTHOPE: Was not the 
boycotting renewed on the fourth of 
this month ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: 
tion of that. I will inquire. 


Golding Estate, County Galway. 

Mr. DUFFY (Galway, S.): I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that dissatisfaction prevails in 
Cloonlea, Headfort, county Galway, 
regarding the apportionment of the 
untenanted lands of Liss, on the Golding 
estate ; will he state how many people 
were imported on to the lands ; how far 
were they living away from the lands ; 
what were their circumstances ; and will 
he give a list containing the names and 
the size of the small holdings lying 
immediately alongside the untenanted 
land left unprovided for. 


I beg also to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland how 
many evicted tenants were given holdings 
on the Liss untenanted lands on the 
Golding estate, Headfort, county Galway ; 
what were their qualifications ; and where 
did they reside for twenty years back. 


I beg further to ask the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland 
if he is aware that a farmer was migrated 
a distance of ten miles into the untenanted 
lands of Liss, Golding estate, while the 
lands available were entirely insufficient 
for the requirements of local people ; 
whether he is aware that the said farmer 
was brought from a property not yet 
offered for sale ; whether 1,500 acres of 
land has recently been divided in the 
parish in which this man resided ; and 
whether he will instruct the Commis- 
sioners in future to provide for local people 
before importing them from a distance. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I will answer the hon. 
Member’s three Questions on this subject 
together. 


The Estates Commissioners 


mentioned. Three evicted tenants from 
within two or three miles of the estate 
were provided with holdings, and one 
tenant was migrated to the estate from 
about five miles away. This latter tenant 


/came from a very congested district, and 
| the holding vacated by him has been used 


| of the Commissioners 


I have no informa- | 


_sioners 





It is the practice 
to consider the 
claims of local people before giving 
land to persons from a distance, and in 
the present instance the Commissioners 
understand that all persons in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the Golding 
estate who were qualified to receive land 
have been duly provided for. 


to relieve congestion. 


Gaynor Estate, County Roscommon. 

Mr. HAYDEN (Roscommon, 8.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
“states Commissioners have received 
from the tenants of the Gaynor estate, 
situate in the county Roscommon, a 
memorial setting forth that the landlord 
is willing to sell the estate, including 400 
acres of untenanted land, and the necessity 
for the enlargement of holdings upon the 
estate ; if so, whether this memorial has 
received the consideration of the Com- 
missioners ; and whether immediate steps 
will be taken to meet the wishes of the 
landlord who is willing to sell and the 
tenants who are prepared to purchase. 


The Estates Commis- 
have received the memorial 
referred to, and if the owner should 
initiate proceedings before them, they are 
prepared to have the property inspected 
with a view to making an offer of purchase. 


Mr. BIRRELL : 


Goff Estate, County Roscommon. 

Mr. HAYDEN: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is aware that, on 
the 3rd July last, an originating request 
was lodged on behalf of the landlord of the 
Goff estate, situate at Roxborough, county 
Roscommon, for the sale of the estate 
under Section 6 of the Land Act of 1903; 
whether he is aware that, since that date, 
frequent applications have been made on 
behalf of the landlord and tenants for the 
inspection of this estate and ignored; 
and whether, in view of the fact that 
there is a large quantity of untenanted 
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land included in this estate, immediate 
steps will be taken to secure its acquisi- 
tion for distribution. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Com- 
missioners inform me that the fact is as 
stated in the first part of the Question. 
On the 7th instant the Commissioners 
made an order for the preliminary inspec- 
tion, and this will be carried out as soon 
as possible, having regard to the prior 
claims of other estates to be dealt with. 


Lauder Estate, King’s County. 

Mr. REDDY (King’s County, Birr) : 
1 beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether the 
Estates Commissioners have taken over 
the grass farm lately in the possession 
of a man named Cruise on the Lauder 
estate, in Clonfairlough, near Ferbane, 
King’s County, it being held under the 
eleven months system; and, as Cruise 
has left the neighbourhood, what is the 
cause of the delay in dividing this land, 
as it is in the middle of a congested 
district. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- 
sioners have made an offer to the Land 
Judge for the purchase of this estate, 
including land occupied by Mr. Cruise, 
with which the Commissioners propose 
io enlarge small holdings. Should the 
olfer be accepted, the Commissioners will 
prepare a scheme for the re-arrangement 
and enlargement of the holdings. 


Major Urquhart’s King’s County Estate. 

Mr. REDDY: I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ire- 
land whether the farm of the late Major 
Urquhart, Cloghan, King’s County, con- 
sisting of over 700 acres, has been 
olered for sale to the Estates Commis- 
sioners; and, if so, will he see that 
immediate steps are taken to acquire 
the same, in view of the fact that there 


are a large number of uneconomic hold- 


ings in the locality requiring enlargement. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The Estates Commis- 
sioners are in communication with the 
owner's solicitors with a view to the 
purchase of the property in question. 


Irish Language in Irish Schools. 
Mr. THOMAS O’DONNELL (Kerry, 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland whether, 
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seeing the dissatisfaction which exists in 
Ireland with regard to the payment of 
fees for the teaching of Irish in national 
schools, steps will be immediately taken 
by the Irish Government to secure that 
proper facilities and remuneration be 
given for the teaching of the national 
language in the primary schools of our 
country. 


(Questions. 


Mr. BIRRELL: I wish to make the 
position of the Irish Government quite 
clear on the subject of fees for teaching 
Irish. Since July, 1906, fees for Irish as 
an extra subject in national schools have 
been abolished. Irish is now an optional 
subject which can, with the consent of 
the managers, be taught in every national 
school, either. outside or during school 
hours. Extern teachers may be employed 
if the teachers of the school are not 
competent to teach the subject. Accord- 
ing to the new scale of fees which came 
into force on Ist July, 1906, 1s. per 
scholar is paid for Irish in the lower 
standards, and 2s. 6d. in the higher 
standards. |The Commissioners — of 
National Education are of opinion that 
Irish can be best taught by the ordinary 
teachers of a school; and in order to 
provide a sufficient number of competent 
teachers, they award thirty prizes yearly 
in the training colleges for the encourage- 
ment of Irish. In these colleges, Irish is 
an optional subject, so far as the National 
Board is concerned, but it is open to the 
managers of the colleges to make it 
compulsory, if they so desire. The supply 
of national school teachers competent to 
teach Irish is at present very defective, 
so much so that the Commissioners are 
unable, in many instances, to enforce the 
new rule requiring teachers appointed to 
schools in [rish-speaking districts to have 
a knowledge of Irish. This seems to 
point to the necessity of the managers of 
training colleges making the learning of 
Irish compulsory in those institutions. 
The Commissioners of National Education, 
being of the opinion that the scale of fees 
which I have just mentioned was in- 
suflicient for the remuneration of extern 
teachers, made proposals for an increase 
in the seale in connection with the 
Estimates for 1906-7, and these proposals 
were supported by the Irish Government. 
The Treasury, however, felt unable to 
sanction these proposals, as my hon. 
friend the Secretary to that Department 
has already informed the hon. Member. 


3 F 
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Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.): Does the 


right hon. Gentleman’s answer mean that 
the £5,000 a year promised by his 
predecessor for the teaching of Irish is 
not to be increased ? 


Mr. BIRRELL: I have said that the 
Treasury have not acceded to the view of 
the National Commissioners for an 
increase of the grant. 


Banbridge Technical School. 

Mr. LIDDELL (Down, W.) : I beg to 
ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland if his attention has 
been called to the fact that Banbridge 
technical school with 290 pupils receives 
from the Department £250 per annum, 
while Athlone with 240 pupils and Porta- 
down with 285 receive £400 and £500 
respectively from the Department ; and 
if he will take steps to remedy this 
inequality. 


Mr. BIRRELL: The sums allocated 
to the various urban districts are based, 
not upon the number of pupils in attend- 
ance, but upon a scheme in which the 
chief factor is population. The whole of 
the Department’s endowment for techni- 
cal education has heen allocated, and it 
would not be possible to increase the grant 
for one centre without reducing the 
yrants for other centres. The Depart- 
ment do not consider it desirable to 
allocate funds in proportion to the pupils, 
inasmuch as that there are wide differ- 
ences in the character and cost of the 
instruction in different districts. 


Banbridge Post Office. 

Mr. LIDDELL: I beg to ask the 
Postmaster-General if he has received a 
resolution from the Banbridge Urban 
Council requesting new or additional 
accommodation for the public to be pro- 
vided for the postal necessities of the 
town; and what action he proposes to 
take in the matter. 


THe POSTMASTER GENERAL (Mr. 
SypNEY Buxton, Tower Hamlets, Pop- 
lar): I have received a communication 
on this subject from the Urban District 
Council. The question of improving the 
present post office accommodation at 


Janbridge is receiving careful considera- 
tion, and the council’s views. on the 
subject will not be overlooked. 
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Education Bill. 

Viscount CASTLEREAGH (Maid- 
stone): I beg to ask the Prime Minister 
on what date he proposes to take the 
Second Reading of the Education (Special 
Religious Instruction) Bill. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD or THE TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs): 
I cannot at present say. 


Lorp R. CECIL: May we take it that 
it will not be next week ? 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I can say nothing definite about it. 


Opening of Parliament. 

Mr. BOTTOMLEY (Hackney, S.): I 
beg to ask the Prime Minister whether, 
in view of the lack of accommodation in 
another place for Members of this House 
and to the great extension made in recent 
years in the principles of popular govern- 
ment, he will endeavour to arrange that 
upon future occasions of the opening of 
Parliament His Majesty’s inost gracious 
Speech shall be read in this House, 
instead of, as at present, in that other 
place. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN ¢ 
No, Sir, I do not feel disposed to propose 
an alteration in the present arrangement, 


Mr. BYLES (Salford, N.) : Could not 
a neutral place be used for the ceremony— 
say Westminster Hall ? 


{No Answer was returned. | 


Hamburg Dock Strike. 

Mr. THORNE (West Ham, 8.): On 
behalf of the hon. Member for North-east 
Manchester, I beg to ask the Prime 
Minister, in view of the support given 
last session to the Bill which proposed to 
prevent British employers importing 
foreign workmen to fill men’s places 
during a dispute, whether he can take 
any action to prevent the exportation ot 
the 2,000 men from Liverpool and other 
places who are being shipped to Hamburg 
to labour for foreign employers in place 
of the men who are stopped through a 
dispute there, or propose some immediate 
means whereby British workmen now 
unemployed may be engaged at home. 
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Sim H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
No, Sir, I cannot see how anything can 
be done in this matter. There are no 
powers whatever in existence for con- 
trolling the departure of workmen from 
this country to take up work elsewhere, 
whether in connection with a strike or 
otherwise. 


Mr. HAVELOCK WILSON (Middles- 
brough): Was it by order of the Home 
Secretary that men engaged in these cir- 
cumstances were escorted by Metropolitan 
police to the docks ? 


*\Mr. SPEAKER: Notice should be 

given of that Question, 
Afforestation in Scotland. 

Mr. ALDEN (Middlesex, Tottenham) : 
I beg to ask the Prime Minister whether 
there has been under consideration a 
large scheme for re-afforesting 30,000 
acres in Scotland ; whether the House 
could be supplied with particulars of 
that scheme ; and, if so, whether, in 
the near future, he can see any prospect 
of carrying it into execution. 


Sir. H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: | 


I am informed that a scheme of re- 
afforestation is under the consideration of 


the Commissioners of woods and forests. | 


The scheme has not yet reached the stage 
in which it would be desirable for me to 
enter into details, but I shall be happy 
to give my hon. friend further informa- 
tion on the subject if matters are, as I hope 
they may be, satisfactorily completed. 


Magistrates and Passive Resistance. 

Mr. HUNT (Shropshire, Ludlow): I 
heg to ask the Prime Minister whether 
in view of the fact that three of the 
magistrates lately appointed in Northamp- 
tonshire were passive resisters, he can 
take any steps to secure that in future 
appointments men who have refused to 
he bound by the law shall not be chosen 
to enforce it. 


Sin H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I am not aware whether it is the case 
that three of the magistrates lately 
appointed in Northamptonshire were 
passive resisters, but the fact of a man’s 
being a passive resister when the passive 
resistance is unaccompanied by brawling 
or unseemly conduct is not an objection 
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(to his being a Justice of the Peace. It 
has been constantly the practice of men 
who conscientiously objected to pay rates 
for the teaching of what they believed to 
be pernicious doctrine to refuse payment 
and allow the law to take its course. 
Such men do not disentitle themselves 
to the respect of others, and are not dis- 
qualified for serving His Majesty. 


*Mr. LIEF JONES (Westmoreland, 
Appleby): Was not John Hampden a 
Justice of the Peace ? 


[No Answer was returned. ] 


Standing Committees. 

Mr. PIKE PEASE (Darlington): I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury, 
if, in view of the proposal of the Govern- 
ment to commit all Bills automatically 
to Grand Committees, except those 
specially withheld, he will make arrange- 
ments for ofticial reports to be taken of 
all proceedings before Standing Com 
| mittees, 





Sir H. CAMPBELL BANNERMAN : 
| My hon. friend has asked me to reply to 
this question. I see no necessity myself 
| fer altering the present arrangement for 
| reporting the proceedings of Standing 
Committees, but of course it will be open 
| for the House to discuss the matter 
| when the new procedure proposals are 
before it. 


PERSONAL STATEMENT. 

Mr. H. H. MARKS (Kent, Thanet) : 
Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to make a per- 
sonal explanation. On the 26th of 
November last, certain charges against 
me in reference to the conduct of my 
newspaper were brought before the 
House by means of a letter addressed to 
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker ruled that 
no question of breach of privilege arose 
on them, but, by the indulgence of the 
House, I was permitted to make a state- 
ment. I informed the House that the 
charges had been made in my constitu- 
ency during the past three years, that 
the majority of the electors had shown 
their opinion of them by twice returning 
me to Parliament, on the last occasion 
by a majority of over 4,000 votes, and in 
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candidate selected and supported against | 
me on the ground of these very charges | 
by the persons who had again given 

them publicity. I stated that, the matter | 


{COMMONS} 


the proportion of six to one against a| To this I received the following reply :— 


having been brought directly before the | 
House, it was my intention to take such | 


line of action as should, after consulta- 
tion with my friends, appear to them 
and to me to be the most consistent with 
my own honour and the honour of the 
House. The statement is now being made 
and widely circulated that, in violation 
of my pledge, I have allowed the mat- 


ter to drop and have taken no action | 


upon it. This, Sir, is not the fact. The 
fact is that on the day after the question 
was raised in the House, namely on the 


27th of November, I put myself in com- | 


munication with the local representatives 
of the Party to which I owe my two elec- 
tions to Parliament as the Member for 


Thanet, and on 30th November I wrote a | 
| above arguments hold good ; besides, to put you 


letter in the following terms— 
“6, Cavendish Square, W. 
30th November, 1906. 


“Colonel Rowland Hill, J.P. 


(President of the Isle of Thanet Conservative 
and Constitutional Association), 


“ Willoughby Lodge, Margate. 


“ Dear Colonel Hill, 


**On the 27th instant I sent you, in 
your personal capacity, a reprint of an incident 
which arose in the House of Commons on the 
previous day, and intimated my early intention 
of writing to you officially on the subject. I 
feel that, having regard to the place where, 


and the circumstances under which, this last 


attack has been made, the right course for me 
to take is to place myself in your hands. The 
only new element in the situation is furnished 
by the allusions which have been made to my 
newspaper, the Financial News, in the case of 
Rex v. Jonas. I enclose you all the papers in 
this matter, with verbatim extracts from the 
standard reference books. The originals are 
at your disposal if you de-ire to see them. 

“ Tf, in the opinion of the Central Council, 
or in your opinion, as a result of these or any 
other circumstances, I have in any degree 
forfeited the confidence which the constituency 
has twice, with increasing emphasis, reposed 
in me, I shall take whatever course you and 
the Central Council desire. I place myself 
unreservedly in your hands, and submit 
myself to your judgment as to my attitude— 
in respect of which I have no desire greater 
than this, that it may always command in the 
future, as lam proud to believe it has com- 
manded in the past, the approval, the confi- 
dence, and the goodwill of my friends and 
neighbours of the Isle of Thanet. 


“ Yours faithfully, 
“ (Signed) H. H. Marks.” 
Mr. H. H. Marks. 


| 
| 
| 
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“Willoughby Lodge, 
“« Margate, 
llth December, 1906. 


‘“* Dear Mr. MARKS, 

“The Central Council yesterday 
considered your letter to me of the 27th ult. 
and unanimously adopted the resolutions which 
Lenclose. The council fully approved of your 
statement in the House of Commons and of 
your action in placing yourself unreservedly in 
their hands. 

“ We considered first the advisability of your 
taking an action for libel. We were against 
this; all the matters in question, with one 
exception, were before the electors twice in 
1904, once in 1906. 

“‘Tn 1904 we had the Court of Enquiry, in 
1904 we had the election, and in 1906 we had 
the election, and on each occasion you came 
through the ordeal triumphantly. ‘To ask you 
now to take action would be to stultify our- 
selves and to cause the electors of Thanet to be 
objects of ridicule. 

“ With regard to your seeking re-election the 


to the expense of an election for the sake of 
sixteen nonentities would be too ab-urd. 

“‘ We then proceeded to investigate the new 
charge, and after a prolonged inquiry thoroughly 
and unanimously satisfied ourselves that it was 
utterly false. At the commencement of the 
proceedings, I warned the representatives 
present that they were not there as your friends 
or partisans, but that they would be answer- 
able to their own associations and to the 
electors of Thanet at large for any decision they 
came to. Personally it affords me much 
pleasure in forwarding to you the resolutions 
as passed. IL cordially agree with the decision 
arrived at. 

“ Believe me, Yours sincerely, 
oa (Signed) R. HILL 
‘¢ President Central Council 
Thanet Division.” 


The resolutions are as follows :— 


“©The Central Council of the Isle of Thanet 
Conservative and Constitutional Associatious 
(which has represented the Conservative Party 
in the Division ever sinve it has been a con- 
stituency) having before it the letter from the 
member for the constituency, in which he placed 
himself unreservedly in its hands as to the 
course he should take with reference to the 
communication addressed by sixteen electors 
to the Speaker of the House of Commons, has 
given the matter and ail the issucs raised by 
it the most careful consideration, and finds :— 

“(a) That the allegations made are, 
with one exception, those which were 
before the electors in 1904 and 1906. 

“‘(b) That complete investigation has 
proved the falsity of this new charge. 


‘¢ The Council resolves :— 


(1) That the question o! Mr. Marks’ 
fitness as a Member of the House of 
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Commons, raised in the letter to the 
Speaker, was purely one for the majority 
of the constituency, who twice returned 
him as their representative. 

**(2) That this Council is of opinion 
that Mr. Marks has done nothing since 
his election to forfeit the confidence of the 
constituency ; that this Council desires to 
place on record its unabated confidence in 
him, its high appreciation of his public 
services, and its entire satisfaction with 
him as the representative of the Division 
in Parliament. 


(3) That copies of these Resolutions 
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be sent to the Speaker of the House of | 
Commons, to Mr. Marks and the Press.” 


These Resolutions were subsequently 
submitted to and unanimously approved 
by the six local Conservative Associations 
in the constituency, and communicated to 
Mr. Speaker and the Press. They ac- | 
curately represent the considered opinions | 
of those who sent me here. [thank the | 
House for the indulgence it has extended 
tome under circumstances rendered the | 
more difficult by reason of the fact that 
one of the matters involved, upon which 
particular stress is laid, is even now sub | 
judice, 


LUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. A. J. BALFOUR (City of | 
London) pointed out that the Motion put | 
down by the Prime Minister for the | 
suspension of the eleven o’clock rule was | 
not in accordance with the Standing | 
Order, and asked if it might not there- 
fore be debated. 


*Mr. SPEAKER said the Motion 
departed from the form prescribed in the 
Standing Order in respect only of one 
word, He assumed that the Prime 
Minister had intendel to put the Motion | 
in the form laid down in the Standing | 
Order. Perhaps the Motion had better | 
be put in that form. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I suppose, Sir, 
you have considered whether it is in the 
power of the Chair to put in a different 
form a Motion of which notice has been 
given ? 


¥Mr. SPEAKER: I think that would 
be raising too highly technical a point. 
It is clear what was intended. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR: I am no lover 
of techical points. I have been bitten | 
by them too often. But I should not | 
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have been doing my duty if I had 
not asked your opinion, Sir, and I 
hope that the Government or those 
responsible, will see that in future 
the Standing Orders are complied with. 
What business is to be taken if the 
Motion be carried ? ; 


Sr. H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, 
in assenting to the Speaker’s sugges 
tion, said the Leader of the Opposition 
was but discharging his duty in keeping 
them right, however slight a slip might 
have been made. With regard to the 
business he hoped to get Report of the 
Supplementary Estimates, the Resolution 
in Ways and Means and Report of the 
Navy Votes A and 1, or Report of the 
Army Votes A and 1, whichever might be 
the most convenient. 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR said he thought 
the House would like to continue the 
discussion of the Navy Vote during the 
normal hours of sitting. 


Sm H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 


| said he was quite willing to make a deal 


Would 
he give them Report of both the Army 
and Navy Votes on Thursday ? 


Mr. A. J. BALFOUR thought the 
suggestion a reasonable one, especially 
as considerable time had already been 
given to the discussion of Army matters, 


_ and they were promised another debate 


immediately after Easter. 


Mr. MOORE asked if hon. Members 
whose starred questions were not reached 
on a given day were not entitled to have 
the Answers circulated with the Votes 
the next morning. He found that the 
replies to Unionist Questions were not 
circulated that morning while those to 


| Nationalist Questions were. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: It is a well known 
rule that if a Question is not reached the 
Answer shall be handed in at the table 
and circulated with the Question the 
next morning. 


CotoneL LOCKWOOD (Essex, 
Epping): As this is the fifth suspension of 
the eleven o'clock rule in eighteen working 
days, is it not tantamount to saying that 
the suspension of business at eleven 
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o'clock is a failure? I put that question 
to the Leader of the House. 


Business of the 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That 
is a question as to a matter of opinion. 


NOTICE OF MOTION. 

Mr. REDDY (King’s County, Birr) : 
On this day fortnight to move for a small 
committee to inquire into the mental 
qualities of the Member for North 
Armagh, so as to prevent the brain 
storms he suffers from here. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. The 
hon. Member should not give notice of 
such a Motion, and I shall disregard it. 


Mr. REDDY: I beg to withdraw it. 


SHOPS (No. 2) BILL. 
Order for Second Reading upon Friday, 
3rd May, read, and discharged. Bill 
withdrawn. 


SELECTION (STANDING COMMITTEES). 

Sir Witit1AM BramMpToN GURDON 
reported from the Committee of Selec- 
tion; That they had discharged the 
following Members from the Standing 
Committee on Trade (including Agricul- 
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ture and Fishing), Shipping, and Manv- 
factures: Mr. Charles Nicholson, Mr. 
Manfield, and Mr. Crombie; and had 
appointed in substitution: Dr. Pollard, 
Mr. Rogers, and Mr. James Murray. 


Sir WiILLtiaM BramMPpTON GURDON 
further reported from the Committee ; 
That they had added to the Standing 
Committee on Trade (including Agricul- 
ture and Fishing), Shipping and Manu- 
factures, the following fifteen Members 
in respect of the Education Acts Amend- 
ment Bill: Mr. Walter Rea, Mr. 
Frederick Edwin Smith, Mr. Masterman, 
Mr. Parker, Mr. Rees, Mr. Trevelyan, 
Mr. Lough, Mr. Leif Jones, Mr. William- 
son, Mr. Talbot, Sir Berkeley Sheffield, 
Mr. Batcher, Mr. Ellis Davies, Mr. 
Richardson, and Sir Edwin Cornwall. 

Reports to lie upon the Table. 


BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE (SUPPLY). 
Motion made and Question put, “ That 
the Proceedings on the Business of 
Supply, if under discussion when the 
Business is postponed this day, be 
resumed and proceeded with, though 
opposed, after the interruption of Busi- 
ness.” —(Sir H. Camphell-Lanneriman.) 


The House divided :—Ayes, 318 ; Noes, 
82. (Division List No. 40.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 


Blake, Edward 
Boland, John 


Black, Arthur W. 


Bottomley, Horatio 
Boulton, A. C. F. 
Bowerman, C. W. 


Churchill, Winston Spencer 
Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, William 

Clynes, J. R. 

Coats,Sir T.Glen( Renfrew, W.) 





Armitage, R. 

Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Asquith, Rt. Hon. Herbert Henry 
Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Barker, John 

Barlow, John Emmott(Somerset 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barnes, G. N. 

Barry, E. (Cork, S.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beauchamp, E. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, W.(T’w’rHamlets,S.Geo. 
Bennett, E. N. 

Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 

Bethell,SirJ. H.( Essex, Romf’rd 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 


Colonel Lockwood. 





Brace, William 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Brigg, John 

Bright, J. A. 

Brooke, Stopford 

Brunner,J. F. L. (Lanes., Leigh) 
Brunner, RtHnSirJ.T.(Cheshire 
Bryce, J. Annan 

Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burke, E. Haviland- 
Burnyeat, W. J. D. 
Buxton, Rt. Hn. Sydney Charles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Cameron, Robert 
Campbell-Bannerman, Sir H. 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Sir Frederick 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 


Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins,SirWm J.(S. Pancras, W. 
Cooper, G. J. 

Corbett,C. H.(Sussex, E.Grinst'd 
Cotton, Sir H. J. 8. 

Craig, Herbert J. (Tynemouth) 
Cremer, William Randal 


| Crombie, John William 


Cullinan, J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, 8.) 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, %.) 
Dewar, John A. (Inverness-sh. 
Dickinson, W.H(St. Pancras, N.) 
Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
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Dillon, John 

Donelan, Captain A. 

Duffy, William J. 

Duncan, (.( Barrow-in-Furness) 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunne, MajorE. Martin( Walsall) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Edwards, Frank (Radnor) 
Elibank, Master of 

Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Esslemont, George Birnie 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ferguson, R. C. Munro 
Ffrench, Peter 

Fiennes, Hon. Eustace 
Findlay, Alexander 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Foster, Rt."Hon. Sir Walter 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Gardner,Col. Alan(Hereford,S. 
Gibb, James (Harrow) 

Gill, A. H. 

Ginnell, L. 

Gladstone, Rt. Hn. HerbertJohn 
‘lover, Thomas 

toddard, Daniel Ford 

‘ooch, George Peabody 

rant, Corrie 

treenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
irey, Rt. Hon. Sir Edward 
tulland, John W. 

‘urdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hall, Frederick 

Halpin, J. 

Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 
Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harvey, W. E( Derbyshire, N.E. 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Henry, Charles 8S. 

Herbert, 'T, Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope,John Deans (Fife, West) 
Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset, N 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 

Hyde, Clarendon 

Idris, T. H. W. 

Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Jardine, Sir J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Jones,Sir D. Brynmor (Swansea 
Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

Jones, William (Carnarvonshire 
Jowett, F. W. 

Kearley, Hudson E. 

Kekewich, Sir George 

Kelley, George D. 
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Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 
Kineaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) 
Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamb, Edmund G. (Leominster 
Lamb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
Lambert, George 

Lamont, Norman 

Law. Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
Lea, Hugh Cecil(St. Pancras, EK. 
Leese,Sir JosephF.( Accrington) 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, W. H.(Cheshire, Wirral) 
Lewis, John Herbert 

Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 


Macdonald,J.M. (Falkirk Bg’hs | 


Maclean, Donald 
Maenamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
Mac Veigh,Charles( Donegal, E.) 
M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Crae, George 

M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 
M‘Kenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 
M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 
Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Marks,G.Croydon(Launceston) 
Marnham, F. J. 

Mason, A. E. W. (Coventry) 
Massie, J. 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Menzies, Walter 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. 8. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morgan, G. Hay (Cornwall) 
Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Napier, T. B. 

Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, CharlesN.(Doneast’r 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 


| O’Brien, Kendal(‘Tipperary Mid 


O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Coonnor,James( Wicklow, W. 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’ Doherty, Philip 

O’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O’Grady, J. 

O’ Kelly, James(Roscommon,N. 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Palmer, Sir Charles Mark 
Parker, James (Halifax) 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Perks, Robert William 
Philipps,Col.Ivor (S’thampton) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
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| Pollard, Dr. 
| Power, Patrick Joseph 
| Price,C.E. (Edinburgh,Central) 
Priestley, W.E. B.( Bradford, E. ) 
Pullar, Sir Robert 
Radford, G. H. 
Rainy, A. Rolland 
Raphael, Herbert H. 
Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 
Redmond, John E.(Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 
Rendall, Athelstan 
Renton, Major Leslie 
Richards, Thomas(W.Monm’th) 
Richards, T. F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 
Richardson, A. 
tickett, J. Compton 
| Roberts,Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 
Robertson, Rt. Hn. E. (Dundee) 
Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
Robinson, 8. 
Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rose, Charles Day 
Rowlands, J. 
Runciman, Walter 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel,Herbert L.(Cleveland) 
Scott, A.H.(Ashton under Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 
| Seaverns, J. H. 
Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. 'T. (Hawick B.) 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Silcock, Thomas Ball 
Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F. (Leitrim,S.) 
Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Spicer, Sir Albert 
Stanger, H. Y. 
Stanley, Hn A. Lyulph(Chesh.) 
Steadman, W. C. 
Strachey, Sir Edward 
Straus, B. S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Summerbell, T. 
Sutherland, J. E. 
Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Tennant, Sir Edward(Salisbury 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, Sir A. (Glamorgan, E.) 
Thompson,J.W.H(Somerset, E 
Thorne, William 
Tomkinson, James 
Torrance, Sir A. M. 
Toulmin, George 
Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 
Vivian, Henry 
Wadsworth, J. 
Walker, H. De R. (Leicester) 
Walsh, Stephen 
| Walters, John Tudor 
Walton, Sir John L. (Leeds, 8.) 
| Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
‘ Ward,John (Stoke upon Trent) 
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Wardle, George J. 
Waring, Walter 
Warner. Thomas Courtenay T. 


Supply 


Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) | 
Wason,John Cathcart(Orkney) | 


Wedgwood, Josiah ©. 
Whitbread, Howard 
White, George (Norfolk) 


Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Ashley, W. W. 
Baldwin, Alfred 
Balfour,Rt HnA.J(City Lond.) 
Banbury, Sir Frederick George 
Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) 
Barrie, H. T. (Londonderry.N.) 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase 
Bridgeman, W. Clive 
Bull, Sir William James 
Butcher. Samuel Henry 
Carlile, E. Hildred 
Cave, George 
Cavendish,Rt. HonVictor C. W. 
Cecil, Evelyr. (Aston Manor) 
Cecil, Lord R.{Marylebone, E. ) 
Chamberlain, Rt HnJ.A.(Wore. 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Corbett, A. Cameron(Glasgow) 
Corbett. T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 
Craig.Charles Curtts( Antrim,S. 
Craig,Captain James(Down.E. ) 
Craik, Sir Henry 
Dalrymple, Viscount 
Dixon-Hartland,Sir Fred Dixon 
Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark,Govan 
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White, Luke (York, E. R.) 
Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Wiles, Thomas 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 
Wilson, J. H. (Middlesbrough) 


NOES. 


Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fardell, Sir T. George 

Fell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher, J. S. 

Forster, Henry William 
Gardner, Ernest (Berks, East) 
Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 
Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) 
Gordon, SirW. Evans-(T’r Ham. 
Hamilton, Marquess of 

Hay. Hon. Claude George 
Heaton, John Henniker 

Hill, Sir Clement (Shrewsbury ) 
Hills, J. W. 

Hunt, Rowland 
Kennaway,Rt.Hon Sir JohnH. 
Kenyon-Slaney,Rt Hon.Col.W. 
Lambton, Hon. FrederickW.M. 
Lee. Arthur H.(Hants., Fareham 
Liddell, Henry 

Lockwood Rt. Hn.Lt.-Col, A.R, 
Long,Col. CharlesW.( Evesham) 
Long,Rt. HnWalter(Dublin.s.) 
Lyttelton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Marks, H. H. (Kent) 

Mason, James F. (Windsor) 
Middlemore,John Throgmorton 
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Wilson, J. W.(Worcestersh. N.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Young, Samuel 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A, 


Pea se. 


Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Moore, William 

Nicholson, Wm.G.(Peterstield) 
O’ Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parker.Sir Gilbert(Gravesend) 
Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 
Percy, Ear] 

Powell, Sir Francis Sharp 
Randles, Sir John Scurrah 
Rawlinson,John Frederick Peel 
Roberts,S.(Sheftield, Eeclesal!) 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon. LionelWalter 
Sheftield,Sir BerkeleyGeorge D. 
Sloan, Thomas Henry 

Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand 
Starkey, John R. 

Talbot,Rt. HnJ.G.(Oxf’dUniy. 
Thomson, W. Mitchell- (Lanark) 
Thornton, Percy M. 

Vincent, Col. Sir C. IE. Howard 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NoOES—Nir 
Alexander Acland-Hood and 
Lord Balearres. 


Committee, owing to the operation of th 


Order read, for resuming Adjourned | Closure, upon which he desired to say a 


Debate [6th March] on Amendment to 


few words. T 


his Vote included a sum of 





Second Resolution, “That a Supplemen- 
tary sum, not exceeding £10,000, be 
granted to His Majesty, to defray the 
Charge which will come in course of 
payment during the year ending on the 
31st day of March, 1907, for the Salaries 
and other Expenses of Temporary 
Commissions, Committees, and Special 
Inquiries.” 


Which Amendment was— 


money for the Poor Law Commission. 
That Commission, appointed to consider 


'a large variety of subjects, not only 


| tration of 


had been sitting for some time, but, 
as he understood, was likely to con- 
tinue sitting for some time to come. He 
wished to know whether the Government 
proposed to postpone any attempt to 
deal with questions affecting the adminis- 
the Poor Law, the unem- 


| ployed, and soon, until the Report of the 


“To leave out ‘£10,000, and insert | 
© £9,000.’ "—(Mr. Lilon.) 
Question again proposed, “That 


‘ £10,000’ stand part of the said Resolu- 
tion.” 


Lorp ROBERT CECIL (Marylebone, 
E.) said he did not propose to detain the 
House at any length, but there was one 


question which he was unable to raise in ! of 


| from 


Commission was laid upon the Table ; 01 
whether they were going to suggest to the 
Commission that they should make some 
interim Report in order that the Govern- 
ment might be enabled to deal with 
some of the minor questions quite apart 
the bigger problems. Certain 


small reforms had been suggested which 


he could not help feeling would be 
great value if means could be 





1456 
bNs) 


3. 8.) 


—Mr, 


ld) 
ns 

id) 
Fon 


ter 
eD, 


nd 


liv. 
rk) 


ud 


Sir 
nd 


le 


Ww 





1457 
found of carrying them out. There 
was, for instanze, the difficulty of trans- 
ferring labour from one part of the 
country to another. It constantly 
happened that there was an immense 
demand for labour in one part of the 
country, a demand so great that the local 
industries of the district were expiring 
for want of labour, whilst at the same 
time, in another part of the country, there 
was a vast excess of labour and people 
were seeking employment and _ unable 
to find it. At the present time Lanca- 
shire was in a difficulty owing to lack of 
labour, while in London there was an 
excess. Would the Government hold 
out hope that they would be able to 
deal with that kind of question before 
the Commission reported, or that they 
would hasten the Report? There were 
other questions that might be dealt 
with relating to the aged poor and | 
children, and the like—questions which 
did not touch the great controversial 
matters, but which, nevertheless, the 
Government ought to deal with. He 
would also be glad to know whether the 
Government had any idea of how long 
it would be before the Commission | 
reported. It was a very able Com- 
mission, and one in which they had every 
confidence; but it had now been consider- 
ing the question for one year, and it had 
been said it might sit for another two 
before it reported. Therefore he hoped the 
(;overnment would consider these observa- 
tions in a sympathetic spirit. 


Supply 








Mr. ASHLEY (Lancashire, Black- 
pool) said he wished to draw the atten- 
tion of the Government to the non- 
production of the Report of the West 
Ktidgeway Committee, and he regretted 
that the Under-Secretary, or someone 
representing the Government, was not 
in the House to answer him. The 
House was asked to vote money for 
a Committee of which they were not 
allowed to see the Report. How 
was it possible for the House, under 
those circumstances, to say whether the 
money was properly spent? Their chief 
duty was to prevent the waste of public 
money. But how were they to do that 
if they were not allowed to see 
the result of the investigation? This 
Committee was appointed, at the re- 
of the hon. Member for the 
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Central Division of Sheffield, to inquire 
into various important matters in re- 
spect to the new Constitutions in 
South Africa, especially the social con- 
dition of the populations. No doubt 
the Report contained matters of great 
interest with which the House ought 
to be acquainted. But the Prime 
Minister had said that the Ridgeway 
Report was necessarily condefintial, and 
he doubted whether the documents 
ought to be laid on the Table. The 
Committe> came back on the 23rd July, 
and the right hon. Gentleman was asked 
by the rigat hon. Member for St. George’s, 
Hanover Square, when he intended 
tolay the Report on the Table, and again 
the right hon. Gentleman said that the 
Report was necessarily of a confidential 
character and would not be laid on the 
Table. The only apparent reason for 
the changed attitude of the Government 
was that the Report did not support 
their views with regard to the new Consti- 
tution of the Colonies, and that there- 
fore the Government thought the only 
way out of the difficulty would be 
to keep it absolutely secret. In 
November the Prime Minister was again 
asked when he proposed to lay the Paper 
on the Table, and again the reply was 
that the Committee sent to South Africa 
was essentially of a confidential nature, 
and, that being so, the Government did 
not propose to consider the publication 
of the Report until after the new Con- 
stitutions had beengranted. The House, 
therefore, had not only been compelled 
to consider the new Constitution of the 
Transvaal without seeing the Report, 
but they would also have to consider this 


| vear the question of the new Constitu- 


tion of the Orange River Colony under 
the same conditions. After that, the 
Government were going to consider 
whether or not they would publish the 
Report. He thought the Government 
were treating the House rather cava- 
lierly in the matter. On 31st July 
last year, when the debate on the Trans- 
vaal Constitution was proceeding in 
another place, Lord Lansdowne asked 
Lord Ripon a question with reference 
to a persistent rumour of so widespread 
a character that he could not disregard 
it, namely, that the Report of the Com- 
mittee had been issued only on the 
31st July. Lord Ripon was unable to 
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answer the noble Lord; but if the full. Perhaps the House would permit 


ram>ur was correct, the Government 
must have made up their mind with 
regard to the Constitution of the 
Transvaal before the Report was 
issued. Probably the Report was not 
what they wished, and, therefore, they 
simply disregarded it and laid down 
certain rules. He though‘, \ however, 
that the House ought to have the Report, 
because no doubt it would throw some 
light on the very serious accusation 
made against the Government by the 
hon. Member for Dulwich on the 
previous day—that they had gerry- 
mandered the Transvaal Constitution. 


*THe SPEAKER: Order. The hon. 
Gentleman is not entitled to embark 
on that discussion. As long as_ he 
confines himself to the subject of the 
South African Constitution Commission 
and the demand for the production of 
a Report, he is in order; but the wider 
question does not arise on this narrower 
issue. 


Mr. ASHLEY said that as_ he 
was precluded from going into the 
other matter, as he had _ intended 
to do, he could only suggest that 
it would be well if the Government 


allowed the right hon. Gentleman the 
Member for St. George’s, Hanover Square, 
to see the Report in confidence. In 
another case the Government had allowed 
an hon. Member of the House the same 
privilege with regard to the Report 
of another Committee, and if permission 
in this instance were extended to the 
right hon. Gentleman, he could promise 
that nothing would be allowed to leak out. 


*THe PARLIAMENTARY SECRE- 
TARY to tHE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
BOARD (Dr. Macnamara, Camberwell, 
N.) said he would answer, as far as he 
could, the Question of the noble Lord 
with regard to the Poor Law Commission. 
The noble Lord was, of course, aware, 
that after the appointment of the Com- 
mission, and the settlement of the terms 
of reference, the Government had no 
authority over them, and all they could 
do was to await their Report. 
gard to this Commission, in his opinion 
it was the most important of our time. 
The terms of reference were extremely 


Mr. Ashley. 


him to read them— 


**To inquire (1) into the working of the laws 
relating to the relief of poor persons in the 
United Kingdom. (2) Into the various means 
which have been adopted outside of the Poor 
Laws for meeting distress arising from want of 
employment, particularly during periods of 
severe industrial depression; and to consider 
and report whether any, and, if so, what modifi- 
cations of the Poor Law, or changes in their 





With re-' 


administration, or fresh legislation for dealing 
| with distress, are advisable.” 

| Not only were the terms of reference of a 
| very weighty character, but under Poor- 
| Law administration alone they had to deal 
with subjects of the vastest character. 
There were 645 boards of guardians, 
| 22,486 officials, and the membership of 
_the boards of guardians must be any- 
thing up to 30,000. There were at the 
| present time nearly 250,000 pauper 
_inmates, and over half a million in 
receipt of outdoor relief. We were spend- 
‘ing year by year about £14,250,000 on 
| Poor-Law administration of one kind 
‘and another. Therefore, they would see 
that the Commission had to inquire, 
under Poor-Law administration alone, 
into very grave and far-reaching social 
problems. Up to the 2nd of last month 
the Commission had held eightv-three 


meetings, and had examined a_ large 
number of witnesses, and they had 
made visits to a number of | places, 


such as Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds and 
Sheffield. It was impossible for him 
to say when they were likely to report. 
He knew that, with the exception of 


| short vacations, they had been meeting 


every week, and had been devoting 
themselves to work with all industry 
and expedition. He agreed that it 
was desirable that they shou’ report as 
soon as possible, because of the grave 
questions to which the noble Lord 
had very properly referred—questions 


which he was happy to think were 
altogether outside Party politics. It 


was desirable, at the same time, that the 
Report should be thorough and reliable, 


because great issues were involved. 
The noble Lord had asked him 


as to questions which were still pend- 
inge—would the Government be com- 
pelled to await the Report of the 
Royal Commission. He very much 
doubted whether that question was in 


‘order in connection with this Vote, and 
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he doubted whether they were entitled 
to discuss what the Government might 
do. All he could say was that he himself 
had been more than amazed at the ex- 
traordinary industry—and he said it with 
great sincerity—which his right hon. 
friend the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board had put into everything 
which had come to his hand in the 
way of Poor-Law administration, and 
the noble Lord must be aware of that 
because inquiries had already been set 


on foot in certain directions with regard , 


to administration. More than that he 
did not think he was entitled to say 
under the rules of the House. The noble 
Lord had asked if they would inquire 
whether the deliberations of the Com- 
mission must be still further prolonged, 
and whether they could be requested 
to furnish an interim Report on certain 
pressing points. He would communicate 
with the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board to see whether they could 
with propriety address the Royal Com- 
inission, asking them what they could 
do to meet the noble Lord’s proposal. 
He was afraid that was all he could 
properly say under the rules of the 
House, but he trusted it would be 
sufficient to induce the noble Lord 
not to move the reduction standing in 
his name. 


Mr. J. WARD (Stoke-on-Trent) asked 


whether farm colonies came within the | 


words of the reference ‘‘ various means ”’ 
outside the Poor Law for dealing with 
unemployment, and whether the Com- 
mission would consider the effect they had 
on rates of wages in the various districts 
where they happened to be established. 
He had very good reason for asking the 
question, because for some time they 
had been discussing the rate of wages at 
Ipswich barracks. They had succeeded 
in getting the War Office to agree to a 
certain rate of wages. Only that week 
four men had been sent from Hadleigh 
Colony, which was under the Salvation 
Army, but which, he was afraid, was also 
subsidised from public funds to a certain 
extent, to work at the Ipswich barracks. 
Those men were only allowed to work 
if they would take 3d. an hour under the 
usual rate. They applied for the full 
rate, thinking that as they were to be 
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‘engaged on public works they were en- 


titled to a proper rate of pay. He had 
received that very morning from the 
four men to whom he referred, a letter 
stating that having asked for proper pay 
they were not allowed to return to the 
colony and were stranded in Ipswich. 
He had advised them to apply to the 
town council for the purpose of seeing 
whether something could not be done to 
get them out of their difficulty. He 
would like to hear the Parliamentary 
Secretary’s view on the question of farm 
colonies for the unemployed in con- 
nection with the rate of wages in the 
various districts where they happened 
to be, and he thought the attention of 
the Poor Law Commission should be 
drawn to the point, as it was a most 
important matter. 


Lorp BALCARRES (Lancashire, 
Chorley) said he wished to ask a question 
about the Welsh Church Commission. 
There had been various statements 
in the Press to the effect that there 
was disagreement between the Chairman 
of that Commission and certain of its 
members. The Secretary to the Local 
Government Board had told them that 
his Department was not concerned with 
the conduct of business by a Royal 
Commission. That, he imagined, was 
the ordinary constitutional position to 
take up. However, in the newspapers, 
apparently with the authenticity of an 
official communication, it was said, three 
or four days ago, that there was a differ- 
ence of opinion as to the interpretation 
of the reference to the Welsh Church 
Commission and as to the conduct of 
business by the chairman of the Com- 
mission. It was said, moreover, that 
they were in such a state of difficulty 
that arbitrators had had to be 
called in, and further that the 
arbitrators nominated were the Lord 
Chancellor and the President of the 
Board of Trade. He did not wish to 
discriminate between two Members of 
the Cabinet. One of these arbitrators 
was a distinguished person of judicial 
mind, but, with all respect to the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, he scarcely 
thought that on the question of the 
Established Church in Wales it could be 
alleged that he approached the subject 
from an impartial point of view. He 
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would be very glad to hear that the | Members out of every ten went through 
statement that the Lord Chancellor the debate without the facts before 
was to be an arbitrator was correct, but them. The Prime Minister _ himself, 
that the President ofthe Board of Trade earlier in the session, said, ‘‘ We are 
had not been called upon to interfere; in woeful ignorance.” He presumed 
on a subject on which he was an avowed | the right hon. Gentleman did not at 
and acknowledged partisan. that time mean the House but the 
Government. But a large part of 
*Mr. REES (Montgomery Boroughs) the House was in woeful ignorance of the 
said that the provision for £1,400 for conditions under which the Government 
the Weish Church Commi:s‘on carried | had acted. They had information in the 
them up to the end of the current finan- shape of the Report which was denied 
cial year. He would like to know how to the rest of the House. He thought 
long provision on this account was it was time that the Report of the Ridge- 
likely to be required. Judging from the way Committee was made _ public, 
way in which the proceedings were as there was a growing opinion ou'- 
frequently interrupted to consider the side the House that it was not published 
terms of the reference it would seem | because the decision of the Government 
that further provision on account of this | did not march with the terms of the 
Commission might appear even in another | Report, it being believed that the Report 
Supplementary Estimate. Could the Secre- went one way and the decision of the 
tary to the Treasury give them any Government onwhich the Constitution was 
intimation as to how long the Commission | granted, another. If that was the case 
were likely to sit? He would also like it seemed to raise a very serious state 
to know whether they were paid in a! of things. Until it had been distinctly 
lump sum to each member, or by stated by the representative of the 
the sitting, or how they were remuner- | Colonies that it would be against the 
ated. He presumed that this refer- | interests of the public service that any 
ence to arbitrators was a very unusual | disclosure of the Report should be made, 
proceeding. So far as the people of! the disquiet which had been caused 
Wales were concerned, however, they! would not be allayed, and any further 
would view the appointment of the delay in publication would but intensify 
President of the Board of Trade as one | the disquiet already existing. 
of the arbitrators not only with equa- | 
nimity, but with satisfaction. There was| §rr F. BANBURY (City of London) 
a strong feeling in Wales that the terms! said he wished to ask a question about 
of the reference should have been more|the care of the feeble-minded. He 
carefully drafted, and that its purview | scarcely knew to which hon. Member on 
should have been long since explicitly! the Treasury Bench to address his 
ascertained. There was considerable dis- | question, but he would put it to the 
satisfaction with the delay which had Secretary to the Treasurv. There was 
already taken place in dealing with an additional £1,300 required, and, accord- 
the matter, and he would like the) ing to a footnote, it was wanted for the 
Secretary to the Treasury to answer) remuneration of medical investigators. 
his questions. If he would do so the) He had looked at the original Estimates, 
Welsh people would be extremely grateful. and on page 510 he found that the 
salaries were put down at £872. An 
*Mr. GEORGE FABER (York), re-| increase of £1,300 for salaries was an 
ferring to the West Ridgeway Committee, | enormous amount; in fact, it was some- 
said that not only the Members of the | thing like 150 per cent. of an increase. 
House but the public who had to pay the | He was inclined to think that there must 
£4,000 for its expenses were entitled) have been a large number of feeble- 
to see the Report which was issued by} minded peopie last year. [An Hoy. 
the Committee on their return to Lon-| Memper: It is through the general 
don. The Members of the Committee | election.] A little further on he found 
went out last April; they returned last | that the remuneration to medical in- 
July. When the Transvaal Constitution | vestigators for 1906-7 was £630. In the 
was discussed in the House seven hon. | year 1905-6 there was no remuneration 


Lord Balcarres, 
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at all for medical investigators, and 
therefore he presumed that in that year 
there were no medical investigators. 
After raising in 1906-7 £630 more than 
the previous year, they were now being 
asked to provide another £1,300 for the 
same object. There must be something 
very curious in the care of the feeble- 
minded last year, and he hoped the hon. 
Member would be able to give the House 
a satisfactory explanation. He noticed 
also that there was an increase of 
£1,200 for the expenses of the Poor Law 
Commission. He found that there was 
£872 for the secretary, assistant secre- 
tiry, clerical assistance, and typewriting, 
and allowance of £110 for messengers, 
hut there was no item at all for investi- 
yitors, Which was apparently a new item. 
With regard to the West Ridgeway 
Commi tee Report, they were told in the 
debate yesterday that there was only a 
demand for three more seats by the 
Progressives in the Transvaal that they 
actually obtained. What a difficulty 
that placed the House and the country in. 
The very important question had been 
raised as to whether the finding of this 
Commit!ee was an impartial one or not, 
and they were told that it was impartial, 
but nevertheless it was thought advisable 
to withhold the Report from publication. 
They were told that the Report was 
such that it very nearly met the demand 
of one particular political Party in South 
Africa, and, notwithstanding that, the 
Government continued to refuse to place 
the Report before the House. It 
was not a question of whether it 
cost £4,000 or not. When they went 
to the expense and trouble of an 
important inquiry like this in South 
Africa, he agreed that it should not be 
presented to the public too soon, in order 
that the Government might have time 
to determine what their course of 
action should be. But even after the 
Government had resolved upon their 
course of action they still persisted 
n refusing to publish the Report, 
although it was so vital to the 
interests of the country and_ the 
Empire. With regard to the Welsh 
Church Commission, he could not help 


noting that there was _ considerable 
fesling on the other side of the 
House. He had heard it stated 


that nobody wanted the Commi sion, 
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or, at any rate, they did not want 
it in its present form. If that was the 
case why should they spend another 
£1,400 upon it? They did not know what 
the total cost would be, but they knew 
that the cost was to be £1,400 more 
than was at first supposed. An hon. 
Gentleman opposite who seemed to 
consider that the Commission was going 
to last a long time wanted to know 
whether the Commissioners were paid. 
He did not know whether the hon. 
Gentleman asked that question because 
he was of opinion that it was somebody’s 
interest to cause delay. The House 
should have some justification for the 
Commission, which, according to two 
supporters of the Government, was 
either not being carried on in a business- 
like manner or was not wanted at all. 
He hoped that before the debate closed 
-an answer would be given on these 
| points. 


*Mr. ELLIS DAVIES (Carnarvonshire, 
Eifion) said the hon. Member for the 
Chorley Division had thought fit to doubt 
the attitude that was likely to be assumed 
towards the Welsh Church Commission by 
the President of the Board of Trade. He 
did not know whether the noble Lord had 
studied the composition of the Commis- 
sion, but he thought that the Welsh 
nation had a good right to complain 
of its composition, inasmuch as six of 
its nine members were members of the 
Church of England, while the great 
majority of the Welsh people were 
Nonconformists. The objection he took 
was not so much to the character of 
the Commission as to its appointment 
altogether. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think that 
point is open to discussion on this Vote, 
which is only for a supplementary sum 
and not for the original cost of the 
Commission. 


_ *Mr. ELLIS DAVIES said that the 
Welsh nation, not having requested the 
appointment of the Commission, had a 
right to enter a caveat to any Report 
that might be presented. So far as he 
understood, the inquiry was being made 
by the Commissioners for the purpose of 
obtaining certain facts and statistics, and 
the Nonconformists raised no objection 
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to any inquiry of that kind. In the 
past there had been a difficulty in ascer- 
taining the real position of the Church 
and Nonconformity in Wales, and the 
important matter for the present was 
that the statistics placed before the 
Commissioners should be in such a form 
as to be not only accessible to the public 
but also capable of being tested. For 
example, they should relate to exactly 
the same divisions so that comparison 
would, for instance, be possible as to each 
parish, and he understood that the 
dispute among the Commissioners was 
as to the limit and scope of their in- 
quiries. In any event, before the Com- 
mission reported it was only fair to say 
that as Wales had never asked for it 
they felt that they would not in any 
way be bound by its Report, be it what 
it might. 


Supply 


Mr. STANLEY WILSON (Yorkshire, 
E.R.. Holderness) said he desired to echo 
the remarks made by the hon. Member 
for York with regard to the suppression 
of the Report of the Ridgeway Com- 
mittee. On the last occasion they were 
only allowed twenty-four minutes for 
discussing this matter before they were 
closured, and the Under-Secretary for the 
Colonies then stated that it was inadvis- 
able in the interests of the public here and 
in the Transvaal to publish a great deal 
of the Report. They would accept an 
expurgated edition if they could not have 
it all. They wished to know the con- 
clusions arrived at by the Committee, and 
the least the Under-Secretary could do was 
to offer them a perusal of the Report, or at 
any rate let the late Colonial Secretary 
see it. The public had to pay £4,000 for 
the Committee going to South Africa and 
they had a right to know what the Report 
contained. The Government had shown 
not the faintest reason for suppressing 
the Report, and he believed they had 
suppressed it because it did not fit in 
with the Constitution they had given to 
the Transvaal. He asked the Under. 
Secretary whether he would inform the 
House if the Committee did report in 
favour of responsible government’s being 
given to the Transvaal on the lines on 
which it had been given. 


Str GILBERT PARKER (Gravesend) 
said it was rumoured that the Report of 
Mr. Ellis Dari s. 
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the Ridgeway Committee was signed on 
31st July, the very day on which the 

Transvaal Constitution was announced in 
Parliament. He thought some explana- 
tion was due to the House of so singular 
a circumstance. It suggested to the 
average mind that the Government had 
practically come to its conclusion as to 
what the Constitution of the Transvaal 
should be, independently of that Report. 
It was surely reasonable to suppose that 
the Ridgeway Committee discussed their 
Report among themselves and digested 
the evidence which they had gathered from 
day to day, and that they could not and 
did not come to their final conclusion as 
to what the exact form of the Report 
should be until they signed it. A 
definite question as to the date on which 
the Report was signed was put by Lord 
Lansdowne in another place and no 
satisfactory reply had been given. He 
asked the Under-Secretary: Did the 
Government come to its conclusions 
concerning the Constitution to be 
given to the Transvaal practically in- 
dependently in many particulars of the 
considered decision of the Ridgeway 
Committee ? No one could doubt the 
right of the Prime Minister and_ his 
Cabinet to draft a Constitution absolutely 
independently of that Committee. But 
the Committee was paid for by the tax- 
payers of this country, and they went 
out, as the Prime Minister and others 
responsible for the Colonial Government 
had stated, to gather evidence, not for 
the people of the country, but for mem- 
bers of the Cabinet themselves. They 
had some right to protest against public 
money being spent in tha* way while the 
House was supplied with no evidence on 
which the action of the Government 
could be criticised. But rumours came 
to them in many forms; these things 
could not be kept entirely secret, and 
there was information from a good many 
quarters in South Africa that evidence was 
given which no reasonable being could 
suppose ought to be withheld from the 
House. The Government were going to 
give a Constitution to the Orange River 
Colony. There was a grave question 
in connection with the granting of that 
Constitution. The Ridgeway Committee 
went to Bloemfontein and took evidence 
from representative Dutch and British 


settlers. Petitions were sent into the 
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Ridgeway Committee by the settlers in 
the Orange River Colony on the supposi- 
tion that they would be printed in the 
Report of the Ridgeway Committee and 
submitted to the House. They gave 
their evidence freely. They were afraid 
of the future. They had been up to the 
present time ina position of great security. | 
The Government had given almost | 
patriarchal consideration to them, and | 
properly so. They were looking forward | 
with great anxiety to their future position 
in the Orange River Colony under the new | 
Constitution. They took great trouble | 
and went to considerable expense to give | 
the necessary information to the Ridge- 
way Committee, hoping and believing | 
that the British public would have an | 
opportunity of judging of the value of the | 
evidence they sent in. He submitted | 
that the House ought to get the whole | 
of the Report of the Ridgeway Committee, | 
but if they could not get it, they ought | 
to get those portions of it which referred | 
to the question of land settlement in 
South Africa. He was not pressing the 
matter from the standpoint of Party | 
politics. The Under-Secretary had given 
a good deal of information on land | 
settlement, but not sufficient. The Gov- 
ernment were going to base the new Con- | 
stitution of the Orange River Colony on 
the Report of the Ridgeway Committee, 
but they were going to withhold that 
Report from the House and the people | 
of the country. He held that they had 
a right to havethe Report. He appealed 
to the Prime Minister to give them an 
opportunity of reading the whole Report, 
or, at any rate, the portion dealing with 
land settlement. 


Mr. BRACE (Glamorganshire, 8.) 
wished to associate himself with the 
protest against the Vote of £1,400 for the | 
expenses of the Welsh Disestablishment | 
Commission, because he felt that in ex- 
pressing regret that the Commission | 
had been appointed at all, he reflected 
the opinion of the large mass of the Welsh 
people. Wales had sent to the House 
of Commons a solid body of Progressive 
Members, and if a general election was 
to count for anything at all, it ought | 
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of the Commission, which, however, had 
been subjected to one arbitration, and 
he did not know how many others it 
would be subjected to; but it seemed 
to him that all the evidence pointed to 
the fact that the Commission ought not 
to have been appointed at all, and that 
the voice of Wales at the general election 
ought to have been accepted as expressed 
through the solid phalanx of Members 
sent to the House of Commons from 
Wales. He was bound to say that when 
money was short, and when millions were 
wanted to deal with social problems, the 
Government would have consulted the 


| wishes of the people if they had devoted 


the money being wasted on this Com- 
mission to matters of social reform. 
Wales had made up its mind on the 
question of Disestablishment, no matter 
what the Report of this Commission might 
be. 


*Mr. COURTHOPE (Sussex, Rye) said 
some points in 
regard to the South African Committee— 
points which had not yet been raised 
in debate. The Committee consisted of 
three distinguished gentlemen who took 
evidence in South Africa and came back 
home. But before they reached this 


| country rumours were circulated that the 
| Committee were going to draw up a Report 
/ which would be against the known de- 


sires of His Majesty’s Ministers. Those 
rumours became more prevalent after the 


‘arrival of the members of the Com- 
| mittee. 
!rumours; he could not tell. 
/upon those rumours, however, there was 
| the refusal of His Majesty’s Government 


There might be nothing in the 
Following 


to publish the Report of the Committee, 


| and the reason given was that it could not 
be published until after the Constitution 


to be given to the Transvaal had been 
promulgated, and after the elections for 
the Transvaal Parliament had taken 
place. The elections for the Transvaal 


|Government had taken place, but the 


country knew nothing about the Report 


of the Committee except for the result of 


these elections. On the previous night 
the right hon. Gentleman the Prime 
Minister had thrown a certain amount 





to count for the expression of Wales | of light on what was assumed to be 
in favour of Welsh Disestablishment with- | the labours of that Committee, judging 
out the necessity of a RovalCommission. | from the result of the first elections 
He did not desire now to discuss the work !to the Transvaal Parliament. He 
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himself did not hesitate to say that 
the figures given by the right hon. 
Gentleman in the way he presented them 
were grossly misleading—he did not say 
intentionally, but undoubtedly mislead- 
ing. The Prime Minister said that 
the Progressives were supported by 
17,694 votes and that they gained 
twenty-one seats; that the Nation- 
alists, Independents, and Labour men 
and other classes of British non-Pro- 
gressives had 19,788 votes, or 2,000 more 
than the Progressives, and the Het Volk 
had 23,769 votes. He quite agreed that 
those figures corresponded with the 
accounts published in South Africa and 
in The Times newspaper. So far his 
figures were accurate, but he then 
went on to analyse those figures. To 
begin with, the right hon. Gentleman 
referred to the fact that the Nationalist, 
Independent, and Labour Parties were 
non-Progressive and British, but he did 
not draw attention to the fact that 
six Nationalists were in Party alliance 
with—— 


*Mr. SPEAKER : I do not see how this 
question is relevant to the Report of the 
Committee ? The hon. Member is going 
rather beyond the Vote now before the 
House. 


*Mr. COURTHOPE said, with great 
deference, that the figures given by the 
Prime Minister were the only light they 
had at all on the result of the work done 
by the Committee. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: They do not seem 
to me to be strictly relevant to the ques- 
tion of the publication of the Report. 
The hon. Member must confine himself 
to that. 


*Mr. COURTHOPE said he hoped that 
some other opportunity would occur when 
he might criticise the misleading nature 
of those figures. As to publication, 
surely the Report must naturally fall 
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which it would have given to the work 
of the Commission they had to look 
about for outside evidence, which con- 
sisted of those ugly rumours to which he 
had referred. The consequence was 
that having no direct evidence, and 
knowing that His Majesty’s Ministers 
possessed that direct evidence, and 
would not allow them to see it, they 
were naturally inclined to believe 
the indirect circumstantial evidence and 
| to come to the conclusion which every- 
| thing substantial ponted to, viz., that the 
report of the Commission was adverse 
to the action which His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment had taken; in other words, that His 
Majesty’s Ministers had made up their 
minds as to their course of action before 
that Report was received, and that the 
sending out of the Commission was simply 
a waste of money. He hoped the Prime 
Minister would see his way even now to 
allow so much of that Report as referred to 
the Transvaal, if it could be divided, 
| to be laid on the Table so as to do away 
with the doubts which certainly existed. 
There was one other point. He noticed 
the list of Commissions not specifically 
provided for only accounted for £11,800 out 
of £33,037—just over one-third—and he 
thought the House was entitled to know 
where the other £22,000 had gone. There 
was no mention of it in the Supple- 
mentary Estimates nor in the original 
Estimates of last year, so that they did 
not in the least know where the money 
had gone. Did it include the expenses of 
Mr. Bucknill, for instance? Did it 
include the expenses of the two Com- 
missioners who met the French Com- 














more or less into two parts. It dealt 
with two Colonies. Could not the Report 
so far as it dealt with the Transvaal 
be published and given to the House ? 
The objection that was alleged to its 
publication had disappeared altogether, 
and in the absence of the publication of 
the Report and of the direct testimony 


Mr. Courthope. 


missioners to discuss the New Hebrides 
Convention? He thought the House 


; should press for some information as to 


the expenditure of this £22,000 about 
which nothing was said in any document 
which had been given to the House. 


THE PRIME MINISTER anv FIRST 
LORD or tHe TREASURY (Sir H. 
CAMPBELL- BANNERMAN, Stirling Burghs) : 
The imagination of hon. Members 
opposite has led them so completely into 
the wilderness that I think it is only 
right that I should say a word in order 
to calm their fears and dispel their 
delusions. They have discovered a 
natural phenomenon which I believe Lord 
Westbury called a nidus equinus. There 
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is no foundation whatever for the sus- 
picions and fears which have been heard 
of from the hon. Member for Rye. The 
Committee was sent out to South Africa 
in order that the Government should 
acquire at first hand through them 
a better knowledge of the actual state of 
affairs in South Africa than they could 
acquire in any other way. The Govern- 
ment chose for the Committee impartial, 
sensible, level-headed men not likely to 
be led away by enthusiasm in one direc- 
tion or another. They fulfilled their 
purpose admirably, and the Government 
acted in almost every particular on their 
recommendations. I might almost leave 
out the word “almost.” Except that 
there may be some very small things 
in Which a variation was mide, in all 
important matters; for instance, on the 
crucial point of the distribution of seats 
in the Legislative Assembly, the 
Constitution rests on the basis of 
the recommendations of the Committee. 
The hon. Member opposite spoke of evi- 
dence not being placed before the House 
of Commons and the country. There was 
no evidence. There was no appendix to 
the Blue-book. The members of that 
Committee sometimes sent private letters 
to say how they were getting on, and 
then in their Report they gave a summary 
of their experiences, of what they had 
discovered as to the strength of Parties, 
and in some instances, if I remember 
rightly, of a change of disposition of 
Parties which they had discovered in the 
course of their stay in South Africa. 
They were in intimate relations with all 
the leading members of these Parties. 
They got information from them as to 
their desire, and the Report is an embodi- 
ment of all those pieces of information. 
When wecame to look at the Report, which 
was an admirable document, we found 
that it contained a great deal that we 
thought it might not prove judicious to 
publish—their commentaries upon Parties 
in South Africa, the commentaries of the 
Parties in South Africa on each other. 
There was a great deal of information in 
it that had been given confidentially, and 
also it was of a kind which had possibili- 
ties of mischief in the future if the docu- 
ment had become public. That was the 
sole reason for keeping it private. It 
has been reierred to as if we kept it back 
VOL. CLXX. [FourtH SER1Es. ] 
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in order that we might by some dreadful 
hocus-pocus, like a wizard concocting a 
draught with which to poison the new 
State in South Africa, deal with it in 
some horrible manner. There was no idea 
of the sort ; and, asI have said, as to the 
main design of which we are suspected— 
that of gerrymandering —the Constitution 
of the Transvaal is as the Committee 
recommended that it should be, without 
interference from London at all The 
whole thing is a delusion; and, really, 
I would invite hon. Members to get hold 
of something more bodily and tangible 
and not invent hobgoblins with which to 
frighten people. There is not any truth 
at all in the idea that the Government 
have nefariously either departed from, or 
dealt intsome other way with, this Report. 
Having said this, and adhering to the 
opinion, which is as strong with me now 
as it was at the time, that it would not 
he judicious to make it an absolutely 
public document, I do not know that | 
compromise the dignity of the Govern- 
ment too much if I say that [ do not see 
any reason whatever why, for instance, 
the late Secretary of State for the 
Colonies should not see the Report. 
It would do no harm for him to see it— 
not in the least. Ido not know that it 
is not putting the function upon him that 
perhaps he ought not to assume of 
standing in the room of all his colleagues 
and followers and pronouncing a judgment 
on this matter, as it were, in their name. 
But that at least would explain what | 
thought, and still think, from my re- 
collection of what is now a somewhat 
old story, was the well-founded fear we 
had as to the publication of a confidential 
Report, the value of which was that it did 
deal freely and frankly with the situation, 
and did report freely and frankly what 
people said to each other. There might 
not have been anything very terrible in 
it ; but at the same time it was dangerous 
and explosive matter, and might prove 
so even in the future after the Constitution 
hid been granted—that was the idea we 
had. I think it was the right idea. 
We will adhere to the principle of 
keeping it a private document; but I 
am perfectly willing that the right hon. 
Gentleman should see it; and I feel 
certain that he will be able to dispose of 
the exaggerated ideas with regard to it 
which have pervaded the minds of hon. 
Gentleman opposite. 
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Sir GILBERT PARKER: Will the 
right hon. Gentleman say something 
about land settlement ! 


Str H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
That is included. 


Mr. LYTTELTON (St. George’s, 
Hanover Square): I think my _ hon. 
friends have been amply justified in their 
action in having drawn from the Prime 
Minister the statement he has now made. 
Had such a statement been made months 
ago this question would not have occupied 
so much of the Government’s time. 


Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
My hon. friend the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies has said exactly 
the same thing from the first. 


Mr. LYTTELTON : I trust it will be 
accepted from me that it is quite new 
and very important that the Prime 
Minister should have stated to-day 
that in substance the Government have 
followed the Report of the Committee. 
After what the Prime Minister has said 
as to certain confidences in the Report 
which might have led me to certain 
conclusions, I fully accept his opinion as 
regards the undesirability of publishing. 
The concession which the Prime Minister 
so handsomely makes puts me in rather a 
difficult position. I do not want con- 
firmation of the Prime Minister’s word, 
which I take wherever it is given, and 
therefore it is not necessary that I should 
see the Report. I could not use it. I 
would not show it to the Press. I could 
not, unless so instructed, show it to 
hon. Gentlemen this side of the House, 
although there are precedents for a 
contrary course. Fuily appreciating, 
sherefore, the courteous terms in which 
che Prime Minister has made the offer, 
I think it would be undesirable that | 
should avail myself of it. I wish to say 
one word on the charge of gerry- 
mandering. I never made that charge 
against the Government ; but the Under- 
Secretary, although he has not made a 
charge of gerrymandering against me 
personally, in his speech of July last year 
has made a distinct charge against the 
parties in the Transvaal of gerrymander- 
ing; and it is most natural that, this 
charge having been proved to be entirely 
unfounded, some counter-charges should 
have been made in retaliation. 
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Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I wish to thank the right hon. Gentleman 
for the tone of his speech regarding my- 
self. The declination of the offer is in 
accordance with my own instinct, but 
it is the only offer I could make. One 
other thing might have been done. The 
Report might have been “ bowdlerised 
by cutting out with perfect honesty pas- 
sages not intended for publication, and 
regarded as not desirable to make public. 
But I have been strongly of opinion, and 
my colleagues agree with me, that to cut 
and carve the Report would be worse 
than either of the other courses. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT (Down, N.) 
thought that the absence of Nationalist 
Members pointed to that conspiracy of 
silence which they had found to exist be- 
tween those Members and the present 
Government. It was hardly fair to ask 
the Ulster Members to pass two new Votes 
of £3,000 and £1,800 without one word 
of explanation as to what they were for. 
The Chief Secretary for Ireland had only 
just come into the House, no doubt 
feeling certain that he would not be 
questioned by hon. Members helow the 
gangway, but he would remind him that 
even Ulster Members had some rights, 
and were entitledto an explanation of 
these Votes. 


Mr. WILLIAM ABRAHAM (Gla- 
morganshire, Rhondda) said he felt bound 
to associate himself with the demand 
which had been made for an explanation 
of the item dealing with the Welsh Church 
Commission. They were told that a 
certain amount of work was necessary 
in order to gather information as to 
the position of the Church in Wales. He 
had the honour, twenty-two years ago, of 
delivering his maiden speech in the 
House upon that question, and the matter 
had been under discussion ever since. 
All the facts and figures that could 
be adduced had been before them over 
and over again. He had no objection 
to either Party when in power spending 
sums which were necessary in Commis- 
sions, but as a Welsh Nonconformist he 
considered that the present Commission 
was totally unnecessary. The case had 
been made out for disestablishment as 
fully as ever it could be made. He did 


not object to the Commission as a Com- 
mission, but that morning he had read in 
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a daily paper that Royal Commissions 
were a more or less easy way of shelving a 
question. That was what caused him 
now to address the House. Speaking 
on behalf of every Welsh 
he asked for an assurance from the 


Government that they were not in- | 
stituting an inquiry for the purpose | 


of shelving this great and important 
question in the Principality. If such 
was the Government’s intention, he 
warned them that, as they met with 
obstruction from the Irish Benches, they 


would not escape it from the Welsh. | 
They believed their cause had been recog- | 


nised as true and just throughout Wales. 


For twenty vears at least they had dis- | 
Now they wanted a guarantee | 


cussed it. 
from the Government such as had been 
civen to the Nationalists. If there was 
one question more than another which 
touched the hearts of Welshmen it was 
this. He called upon the Government, 


therefore, to carry out their promises with | 


of the 


regard to the disestablishment 
Welsh Church. 


*Mr. MORTON (Sutherland) said he 


would have preferred to raise the ques- | 


tions he was about to bring to the atten- 
tion of the House in Committee, but owing 
to the closure there was not time. He 
did not object to the expenditure in 
connection with South Africa, as he 
thought the result had been well worth 
the money, but he would like to associate 
himself with hon. Members representing 
Wales in condemning the expenditure for 
the Welsh Church Commission. The 
item was wasteful and unnecessary. It 
would, however, be wrong to accuse 
the Government of an attempt to shelve 
questions in this way, because, as every- 
body knew, all these questions could 


not be settled in a session or two. He) 
agreed that all the information that could | 
be obtained with regard to the Welsh | 
juestion had been obtained over and over | 
| Wales at the present moment, and that 


again. With regard to the Congested 
\districts (Ireland) Commission he would 
ike to know what that Commission had 
been doing, the names of the Commis- 


sioners, how they had been employed, and | 


what amount of money they had had out | 
of it. He also wished to know whether, | 
as he had gathered from the newspapers | 
they had, this Commission had taken | 
away the Chairman of the Scottish | 
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Fisheries Board. He did not believe in a 
public official’s being taken away from his 
duties in that way. The Chairman of the 
Fisheries Board for Scotland had been 
taken away and the trawlers, both British 
and foreign, had been doing just as they 
liked. The House had a right to some 
explanation on that point. It was an 
undoubted fact that most Royal Com- 
missions were appointed partly for 
the purpose of shelving questions and 
partly in order to find occupation for 
gentlemen who might otherwise get into 
mischief and to whom the fees they 
obtained came in very handy. He would 
/remind the House that the money did 
not belong to the Government but to the 
people of the country, and it was not for 
the Government to expend it without 
good reason. That was, he knew, at 
| difficult thing for Governments to appre- 
ciate. They were liberal in increasing 
salaries and in appointing Royal Com- 
missioners, but in doing that they pre- 
vented the money being used for some 
useful purpose. Having regard to the 
pledges they had made he urged the 
(rovernment not to allow money required 
for other purposes to be wasted on Royal 
Commissions. Tne Prime Minister had 
pledged himse!f and the Liberal Party 
“to colonise our own coun‘ry” and he 
(Mr. Morton) claimed that some of this 
money should have been allotted to 
Sutherlandshire for piers, roads, and 
other means of communication to enable 
the people to earn a decent living and to 
prevent depopulation. He hoped the 
Government would give him the fullest 
information as to the Congested Districts 
(Ireland) Commission so that he could se 
for himself whether the money had been 
properly spent or not. 


Mr. MOORE (Armagh, N.) said the 
question with which the Welsh Church 
Commission was appointed to deal was 
perhaps the most burning question in 


being so he thought the House ought 
to be satisfied that the Commission was 
doing the work it was expected to do 
in a legal and legitimate way. His 
objection to the whole business was 
that, there being an acute question in 
Wales as regarded the Church, a Com- 
mission was appointed to consider it, 
and the whole weight of responsibility for 
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arriving at a proper decision in the 
question was vested in a Lord Justice 
and the other Commissioners appointed 
with him. It would be a most unfortu- 
nate thing in the history of Commissions 
if what had been done in the case of 
the Welsh Church Commission were made 
a precedent for other Commissions. It 
was common knowledge that with regard 
to that Commission there had been a 
difference of opinion between the Chair- 
man and some of his colleagues. The 
House would remember that under the 
terms of the Commission it was the 
Chairman and his colleagues who had to 
decide all matters of difference which 
arase within their competence. It would 
be a very unfortunate thing if any prece- 
dent were laid down that if a difference 
arose it should be submitted to arbitra- 
tors, however distinguished, and that 
they should assist the Commission to 
arrive at a conclusion which it was not 
only their right but their duty to do 
for themselves. He would say nothing 
against the distinguished gentlemen who 
had been brought in to advise the Com- 
mission inside its own jurisdiction. He 
would like to know however, if the sub- 
jects had been submitted to these 
eminent outsiders in their c&pacity as 
politicians or as lawyers? It seemed a 
very extraordinary thing that gentlemen 
not in the Commission and who had not 
heard the evidence should be brought in 
to advise the Commission to the 
course they should take on the evidence. 
The President of the Board of Trade was 
a politician rather than a lawyer. The 
Commisison was appointed to report on 
the evidence brought before it, and if 
the President of the Board of Trade was 
necessary to enable them to arrive at 
those conclusions he should have been 
appointed a member of the Commission. 
If the Commissioners could not agree they 
should resign or by a majority decide 
what their proper course was. There 


as 


was neither precedent nor principle 
of law to support them in calling 
in to their aid outsiders, however 
distinguished. Such action would cer- 


tainly tend to rob the Report of a 
good deal of its importance, and lay it 
open to considerable attack, because it 
would at once be said that it was 
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question they had taken the best course 
to that end, for he believed that a new 
Commission would have to be appointed. 
It was illegal and arbitrary procedure 
for the Commission to call in outsiders 
to advise them as to their course 
conduct or to widen the scope of the 
inquiry in any shape or form. It was 
unfortunate that the two gentlemen con- 
cerned had been consulted, for that would 
certainly not make the Commissioners’ 
Report more popular. I=fthe matter went 
to a division he would oppose the Vote. 


ot 


Str ALFRED THOMAS (Glamorgan- 
shire, E.) said he sympathised with 
those hon. Members who were ap- 
prehensive that the Commission had 
been appointed in order to shelve the 
question of the Welsh Church. He did 
not understand that that was the object 
at all. It had been said that the Com- 
mission had been appointed to conside: 
whether disestablishment was to take 
place or not. But the Welsh nation had 
settled that matter for themselves long 
ago. At the last general election every 
Welsh Member pledged himself to dis- 
establishment. He believed that, as the 
Prime Minister had already declared, 
at the very earliest opportunity a 
measure was to be brought in on the 
question, whatever might be the findings 
of the Commission or whenever they might 
come to those findings. It would be a 
good deal better for hon. Members to 
allow the Commissioners to settle thei 
business for themselves, and to call i 
whom they liked. The Commissioners 
were well able to manage their own affairs. 
For his own part he would have preferred 
that the terms of reference had not been so 
wide. No doubt it was necessary to have 
a Commission to make a report as to the 
temporalities of the Church and othe: 
matters. He trusted that the question 
would come up next vear for final dis- 
cussion and settlement. 


Caprain CRAIG (Down, E.) wished 
in the first place for an explanation of 
a ditlerence of about £9,000 in respect of 
the expenses of Commissions. The various 
Commissions named totalled £11,800. 
leaving nearly £9,000 unaccounted for. 
He thought that in the preparation of this 


not the Report of the Commission. If} particular item a little care might have 


the Government wanted to shelve the! been exercised to show what was the cost 


Mr. Moore. 
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of the Commissions which, as stated in 
the explanatory note, were not “ speci- 
iically provided for,” especially when 
they were asked to vote so large a 
sum as £20,159, leaving altogether un- 
explained a balance of about £9,000. He 
thought the House should have some 
information as to the other Commissions 
which had been sitting, and as to how 
thit large sum of money had been ex- 
pended. There was an increase of £1,200 
for the Poor Laws Commission. He 
asked whether that included the cost of 
the Poor Laws Commission in Ireland, and, 
{ so, whether any information could be 
siven as to how much of the total of 
£7,272 was for the Irish inquiry. It was 

very large sum for an inquiry into a 
subject which was almost matter of com- 
mon knowledge as far as Ireland was 
‘oncerned, where there had been an 
almost absolute breakdown of the Poor 
Law. He hoped sincerely that the 
appointment of the Irish Commission 
did not mean that the matter was to be 
shelved indefinitely. He did not suppose 
that any of the Commissions was more 
important than the one which bore on the 
intricate and difficult matters of the Poor 
Law in Ireland. If this money was to 
2 spent on Commissions and nothing 
was to be forthcoming in the future, it 
would be very unsatisfactory. The sums 
for Commissions in England and Ireland 
were lumped together, so that they 
could” not ascertain what proportion 
of the expenditure was due to the 
inquiry in Ireland. They had nothing 
to show what real efforts had been 
made to inquire into the weakness 
of the system in that country. If 
only some £400 or £500 out of the 
£7,272 was to be put down to Ireland the 
House would readily grant that she had 
not been fairly treated in the matter. 
On the other hand, if half or one-third of 
the sum had been spent on the inquiry 
in Ireland, then at least the House would 
know that the Commission had had 
sufficient money to enable it to undertake 
duties most onerous but most necessary in 
the interests of the poor of that part of the 
Kingdom. With regard to £3,000 for 
the Commission on Congestion in 
Treland, he asked whether the £3,000 
might, judging from the wording 
of the¥estimate, amount to £12,000. 
The hon. Gentleman shook his 
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head; therefore it might not amount 
to £12,000. If that was the case, he 
would ask him whether the cost of the 
South African Constitution Committee, 
which was understood to be about £4,000, 
might not be £13,000. He was only 
asking for information, for there was 
nothing in the explanatory note to show 
the House what the £9,000 was for. 
With regard to the sum put down for the 
Department of Agriculture, he thought 
it was simply a matter of book-keeping. 
If the whole of this £9,000 was spent 
it was fair to assume that it had gone 
on some other Commission not explained 
in the Vote. He was sorry that the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland was not present 
to answer these points. They were 
voting money for a Commission to inquire 
into the working of the Department 
of Agriculture in Ireland which had been 
permitted to carry on its operations under 
the régime of the previous Government, 
and that Commission had taken evidence 
all over Ireland. Its main object was 
to reform in some way the Board of 
Agriculture in Ireland. He thought it 
was only due to the House that some 
explanation should be given as to why the 
Commission was appointed and what the 
result of its deliberations was likely 
to be. He would like to know how 
much of the £1,800 was spent in the travel- 
ling expenses of the Commission in 
Ireland and how much of it went in other 
expenses. They all took a deep interest 
in the matter and he regretted that the 
Chief Secretary had not thought it 
necessary to be present in order to 
give the information he desired. [The 
Chief Secretary entered the House at this 
stage.] As the Chief Secretary had now 
taken his seat on the Treasury Bench he 
wovld have to amplify his remarks. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. and 
gallant Member does that, I shall have to 
call his attention to the Standing Order 
which deals with repetition. 


Caprain CRAIG said he would not 
transgress the Speaker’s ruling, but 
would leave it to his colleagues to repeat 
his points for the information of the 
Chief Secretary. 


*Mr. SPEAKER: That would also be 
out of order. 
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Captain CRAIG, in conclusion, said he 
hoped they would have a proper ex- 
planation of the expenditure to which he 
had referred. 


Supply 


THE PRESIDENT or tae BOARD oF 
TRADE (Mr. Lioyp-Georce, Carnarvon 
Boroughs) : The hon. Member for North 
Armagh has made a serious charge against 
two Members of the Government and 
against a Lord Justice of Appeal. The 
hon. Member said that two Members of the 
Government attempted to interfere with 
the Royal Commission sitting in regard to 
the Welsh Church. His suggestion was 


that they were attempting to influence the | 


members of the Commission in regard to 
the drawing upof their Report. 
an offensive reflection upon the learned 
and distinguished Judge at the head of the 
Commission that he should be open to any 
interference of that kind. The best 
answer I can give to the charge 
that there is not a shadow of founda- 
tion for it from beginning to end. 
had not got up immediately and _re- 
pudiated such a charge, not only on behalf 


of the Government, but also on behalf of | 


one of the most high-minded and dis- 
tinguished Judges in our Courts, 
should have felt I was 
my duty. There has been 
ference at all. The 
purely one of procedure. 


no inter- 


If there was any 


attempt to interfere there is no man | 


who would have repudiated it more 
strongly than 
Williams. I cordially agree with what 
the hon. Member for East Glamorgan 
said. This is not a Commission to in- 
quire into the question of disestablish- 
ment—that is a matter that we regard 
as settled as far as the Welsh people are 
concerned. You cannot have 
mission appointed to inquire into a 
political controversy—the Commission 


is inquiring into certain facts bearing | 
In every great | 
question that comes to be settled in this | 


upon that controversy. 


House you can always refer to some 
official statistics, but in regard to this 


controversy you have not those figures. | 


You have in regard to this controversy at 
present to depend upon rival figures sup- 
plied by partisans on both sides. One 
set of partisans would say that the 
Church represented one-half of the popu- 
lation and others that they represent only 


{COMMONS} 


It was | 


is | 


If 1! 


I. 
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Lord Justice Vaughan | 


a Com- | 
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one-fourth. You  have,: 
therefore, nothing to which you can 
refer, and this Commission has been 
appointed purely to inquire into figures of 
that kind which can be proved upon 


one-third or 





evidence of witnesses under cross- 
examination. 

| 

| *Mr. HUGH LAW (Donegal, W.) said 


'he understood that this Vote included 
the expenses of the Viceregal Commission 
on the Irish Poor Law, whose Report had 
/recently been issued. He would like 
'to know if there was any possibility of 
a visit being paid to Ireland by the 
Royal Commission which was now con- 
sidering the state of the Poor Law in 
Great Britain. He would strongly de- 
|precate such a step. The Viceregal 
/Commission had made a very careful 
survey of the conditions peculiar to 
Ireland, and he thought their Report had 
met with the general approval of all 
persons who were really conversant with 
the problem of Irish Poor Law adminis- 
tration. There was a very strong feeling 
in Ireland that the Government shouid 
as soon as possible give effect to the 
Report of the Viceregal Commission, and 
he did not think it was either necessary 
or desirable that the Royal Commission 
should attempt, during a_ necessarily 
brief visit to Ireland, to go over the same 
ground. 


THe FINANCIAL SECRETARY 10 
THE TREASURY (Mr. Runciman, Dews- 
bury) said he could not refer to the policy 
of the Irish Government on this Vote, but 
his hon. friend might take it that what he 

‘had said in regard to the Roval Com- 
mission would not be overlooked by the 
Chief Secretary. The hon. Member for 
| South Antrim was anxious to know where 
the money had gone to, but if he would 
read the note at the foot of the Estimate 
he would get all the information he re- 
quired. There had been a large number 
'of Commissions sitting during the last 
twelve months, and the various items 
were mentioned in the Note. The 
‘control of the Treasury over Royal Com- 
| missions was very slight, but in so far as 
| they could control their expenditure the 
| Treasury did so. They kept down their 
| travelling and secretarial expenses as far 
| as possible, and there was nothing which 





484 


ve,: 
can 
een 
s of 
pon 


OSS- 


aid 
led 
ion 
rac 
ike 


the 
on- 

in 
de- 
val 
ful 

To 
ad 
all 
ith 
\is- 


ud 
he 
nd 
rv 
Olt 

ily 


1G 


cy 
ut 
he 
n- 
he 


re 





1485 


was not already covered by the particu- 
iars given in the original Estimate. The 
hon. Member for North Armagh was 
anxious that the Government should in 
10 way allow Royal Commissions to call 
in outsiders in the process of their 
deliberations ; but that was the proper 
business of Royal Commissions. They 
could call in and accept evidence from 
whom they liked. It was very desir- 
able that in that respect Royal Com- 
missions should act independently of the 
Executive Government, and their Report 
would be of no value whatever if the 
Government controlled their delibera- 
tions after they had been appointed. 
The hon. Member for Sutherland wished 
to know how the money spent on Roval 
Commissions in Ireland had gone. Up 
to the 31st of January £388 83. lid. was 
spent in salaries, not one penny of which 
had gone to the Commissioners. The sum 
of £1,145 went in travelling expenses 
in Ireland, travelling being no cheaper 
there than in this country; £4 odd for | 
incidental expenses, and £473 for short- | 
hand notes. Of the whole expenditure | 
of the Congestion in Ireland Commission | 


Supply {12 


not one single penny had gone to the 


members of the Commission, and none of 
the Royal Commissioners appointed by | 
the Government had received any re- 
muneration for their services. The 
Commission hoped to conclude their 
labours about September, 1907. The 
hon. Baronet the Member for the 
(ity of London had asked a question 
about the Feeble-minded Commission. 
That was not a matter which concerned 
the Treasury. 
to the Local Government Board and in 
part in the Home Office. The Com- 
mission was originally set up by the late | 
(rovernment, who, before they went out of | 
office, extended the reference so as to 
include an inquiry, not only into the care 
of the feeble-minded, but also into the | 
treatment of idiots and epileptics. If 
the hon. Gentleman would refer to Vacher 
he would find that the Commissioners 
were asked— 

’ To consider the existing methods of dealing 
with idiots and epileptics, and with imbecile, 
feeble-minded or defective persons not certified 
under the Lunacy Laws; and in view of the 
hardships or danger resulting to such persons 
and the community from insufficient provision 
for their care, training and control, to report 
as to the Amendments in the law or other 
measures which should be adopted in the 
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matter, due regard being had to the expense 
involved in any such proposals and to the best 
means of securing economy therein; and to 
inquire into the constitution, jurisdiction, and 
| working of the Commission in Lunacy and of 
| other lunacy authorities in England and Wales, 
| and into the expediency of amending the same 
or adopting some other system of supervising 
the care of lunatics and mental defectives, and 
of reporting as to any amendments in the law 
which should, in their opinion, be adopted.” 
| Those were matters in which not only 
the Home Office, but the Local Govern- 
ment Board was concerned. The work 
| the Commissioners were doing was of the 
| very first order. He was afraid he could 
not without notice give the hon. Member 
| the information he had asked for in regard 
to the total amount expended by the Com- 
mission, but he would get it for him if 
he wished. The medical investigations 
' had gone over a wider area than was at 
‘first anticipated. Many of the chief 
centres of population throughout England 
and Scotland had been visited, and he 
| was told that in every place information 
‘of the highest value had been gathered. 
| That explained why it had been necessary 
| to come for a Supplementary Estimate. 
As to the Poor Laws Commission, he was 
‘informed that investigations were being 
made with the sanction of the Treasury 
into the Poor Laws not only of England, 
but of one or two foreign countries, w here 
the question of pauperism was being 
inquired into in relation to such matters 
/as insanitary conditions, the effects of 
'dangerous trades, out-door relief and 
'unemployment—matters of the highest 
‘importance not only to the Local Govern- 
ment Board, but to local authorities. 








It was appropriate in part | 


| Mr. AKERS-DOUGLAS (Kent, St. 
| Augustine’s) : I think the Commissioners 
| who are inquiring into the condition of 
the feeble-minded have done good work, 
;and I do not grumble at the extra ex- 
penditure, because I know that a great 
| part of the work depends for its efficiency 
| on the officers who carry it out. I think 
‘the extension of the terms of reference 
| was not done by the late Government. It 
/ was e“ected by my successor, the present 
| Home Secretary. I have nothing to say 
| against that extension. The Commission 
| has been extremely useful, and I think 
ithe right hon. Gentleman did well to 
extend the reference so as to include an 
| inquiry into the Lunacy Commission. I 
‘think the extra expenditure has been 
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occasioned by a different class of experts ; City of London has not already addressed 


being required to do the work. 


Mr. DILLON asked leave to withdraw | *Mr. SPEAKER: 


the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Sir F. BANBURY moved to reduce | 


the Vote by £100. 


Mr. T. L. CORBETT seconded the 


Amendment. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN : On a point of order, 
may I ask if the hon. Member for the 81. 


Abraham, William (Cork, N.E.) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 

Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 
Alden, Percy 

Allen, Charles P. (Stroud) 
Ambrose, Robert 

Armitage, R. 

Ashton, Thomas Gair 
Asquith,Rt.Hon, Herbert Henry 
Astbury, John Meir 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A.(Finsbury, E.) 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Barlow, Percy (Bedford) 
Barnard, E. B. 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Beck, A. Cecil 

Bellairs. Carlyon 

Belloc, Hilaire Joseph Peter R. 
Benn, W.(T’w’r Hamlets,S8.Geo 
Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 

Bethell, SirJ.H.( Essex,.Romf’rd 
Bethell, T. R. (Essex, Maldon) 
Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 
Black, Arthur W. 

Boland, John 

Boulton, A. C. F. 

Bowerman, C. W. 

Bramsdon, T. A. 

Branch, James 

Bright, J. A. 

Brodie, H. C. 

Brooke,Stopford 

Brunner,J. F. L. (Lancs.,Leigh) 
Brunner,Rt.Hn.SirJT (Cheshire 
Bryce, J. Annan 

Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burns, Rt. Hon. John 

Burt, Rt. Hon. Thomas 
Buxton,Rt. Hn.Sydney Charles 
Byles, William Pollard 
Cameron, Robert 
Campbell-Bannerman, Sir H. 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 
Causton,Rt. Hn. Richard Knight 
Cawley, Sir Frederick 
Channing, Sir Francis Allston 


Mr, Alers-Douglas. 


‘the House ? 


| Amendment. 


“To leave 


He spoke on the 


Amendment proposed— 


out ‘ £10,000," and insert 


= £9,900.’ __( Sir F. Banbury.) 
! 


Question put, “ That ‘£10,000’ stand 


| part of the said Resolution.” 


AYES. 


Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. R. R. 

Clarke, C. Goddard 

Cleland, J. W. 

Clough, William 

Clynes, J. R. 

Coats,Sir T.Glen (Renfrew, W.) 
Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Collins, Stephen (Lambeth) 
Collins.Sir WmJ.(S. Pancras, W. 


. Corbett,C.H.(Sussex, E.Grinst’d 


Cotton, Sir H. J. 8 

Cowan, W. H. 

Cox, Harold 

Cremer, William Randal 
Crombie, John William 
Crosfield, A. H. 

Crossley, William J. 

Cullinan, J. 

Dalziel, James Henry 

Davies, David(MontgomeryCo. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, M. Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell (Bristol, S. 
Dewar, Arthur (Edinburgh, 8. 


_—_—~— 


Dickinson, W.H.(St. Pancras,N. , 


Dickson-Poynder, Sir John P. 
Dilke, Rt. Hon. Sir Charles 
Dillon, John 

Donelan, Captain A. 

Duffy, William J. 
Duncan,C.(Barrow-in-Furness 
Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne) 
Dunn, Major E. Martin (Walsall 
Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Edwards, Frank (Radnor) 


' Elibank, Master of 


Ellis, Rt. Hon. John Edward 
Erskine, David C. 

Esmonde, Sir Thomas 
Esslemont, George Birnie 
Everett, R. Lacey 

Faber, G. H. (Boston) 
Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Ffrench, Peter 


The House divided :—Ayes, : 
(Division List No. 41.) 


331; Noes, 


Findlay, Alexander 

Flynn, James Christopher 
Foster, Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Fowler, Rt. Hon. Sir Henry 
Fuller, John Michael F. 
Fullerton, Hugh 

Ginnell, L. 

Gladstone,Rt. Hn Herbert John 
Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 

Gooch, George Peabody 

Grant, Corrie 

Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton ‘ 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hall, Frederick 

Halpin, J. 


, Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Lewis 


Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Hart-Davies, T. 

Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W.E.(Derbyshire.N. EF. 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Herbert, Col. Ivor (Mon., 8.) 
Herbert, T. Arnold (Wycombe) 
Higham, John Sharp 

Hobart, Sir Robert 

Hodge, John 

Hogan, Michael 

Holland, Sir William Henry 
Hooper, A. G. 

Hope, John Deans (Fife, West) 
Hope, W. Bateman(Somerset,N 
Horridge, Thomas Gardner 
Howard, Hon. Geoffrey 


, Idris, T. H. W. 
, Isaacs, Rufus Daniel 


Jackson, R. S. 
Jacoby, Sir James Alfred 
Jenkins, J. 


' Johnson, W (Nuneaton) 


Jones, Leif (Appleby) 
Jowett, F. W. 


| Kearley, Hudson E, 





488 


ssed 


the 


sert 


ind 


hn 


m1) 





Supply ied 


Kekewich, Sir George 

Kelley, George D. 

Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 

Kincaid-Smith, Captain 

King, Alfred John (Knutsford) | 
idlaw, Robert 

amb, Edmund G. (Leominster 
amb, Ernest H. (Rochester) 
ambert, George 

samont, Norman 

aw, Hugh A. (Donegal, W.) 
ea, Hugh Cecil (St. Pancras, E. 
Leese,Sir Joseph F.( Accrington 
Lever, W. H. (Cheshire, Wirral) 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 
Lloyd-George, Rt. Hon. David 
Lough, Thomas 

Lundon, W. 

Lupton, Arnold 

Lyell, Charles Henry 

Lynch, H. B. 

Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Macdonald, J.M.(Falkirk B’ghs 
Mackarness, Frederic C. 
Maclean, Donald 

Macnamara, Dr. Thomas J. 
MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeigh, Charles (Donegal, E. | 
M Callum, John M. 
M*Crae, George 

M Hugh, Patrick A. 
M'Kean, John 
M‘Kenna, Rt. Hon. 
MKillop, W. “ 
M‘Laren, Sir C. B. (Leicester) 
M*Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M’Micking, Major G. 
Maddison, Frederick 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Mantield, Harry (Northants) 
Markham, Arthur Basil 

Marks, G.Croydon(Launceston) 
Massie, J. 

Masterman, C. F. G. 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Menzies, Walter 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Molteno, Perey Alport 

Mond, A. 

Money, L. G. Chiozza 
Montagu, E. 8S 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morrell, Philip 

Mor. se, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murphy, John 

Napier, T. B. 

Newnes, F. (Notts, Bassetlaw) 
Nicholls, George 

Nic holson, Charles N. (Doneast’r 
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Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland- Hood, Rt. Hn, SirAlex. F 
Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Anstruther-Gray, Major 
Ashley, W. W. 

Balearres, Lord 

Baldwin, Alfred | 


| 
| 
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Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Capt. Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, Kendal(Tipperary Mid 


' O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 


O’Connor, James( Wicklow, W.) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
O’ Doherty, Philip 

O’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O’Grady, J. 

O’ Kelly, James (Roscommon, 
O'Malley, William 

O’Mara, James 
O’Shaughnessy, P. J. 

Parker, James (Halifax) 

Paul, Herbert 

Pearce, William (Limehouse) 
Philipps, Owen C. (Pembroke) 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare 
Pirie, Duncan V. 


' Pollard, Dr. 


Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C. E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Price, Robert John (Norfolk, E. 
Priestley, W.E.B.(Bradford,E. ) 
Pullar, Sir Robert 

Rea, Russell (Gloucester) 
Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Redmond, William (Clare) 
Rees, J. D. 

Rendall, Athelstan 

Renton, Major Leslie 
Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Richards, T.F.(Wolverh’mpt’n 
Richardson, A. 

Roberts, Charles H. (Lincoln) 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Roberts, John H. (Denbighs.) 


| Robertson, Rt. Hn. E. (Dundee 
Robertson,SirG.Scott (Bradf’rd 
| Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 


Robinson 8. 

Robson, Sir William Snowdon 
Roche, John (Galway, East) 
Rogers, F. E. Newman 

Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 
Rutherford, V. H. (Brentford) 
Samuel, Herbert L. (Cleveland) 
Scott, A.H. (Ashton-und.-Lyne 
Sears, J. E. 
Seaverns, J. H. 
Seddon, J. 
Shackleton, David James 
Shaw, Charles Edw. (Stafford) 
Shaw, Rt. Hon. T. (Hawick B.) 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Shipman, Dr. John G. 

Sileock, Thomas Ball 


NOES. 


Balfour, RtHn.A.J.(City Lond) | 
Banner, John S.Harmood- | 
Baring, Hon. Guy (Winchester) | 
Barrie, H.T.(Londonderry, N.) | 
Beckett, Hon. Gervase ' 
Bignold, Sir Arthur 

Bowles, G. Stewart 
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Sinclair, Rt. Hon. John 
Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thomas F.(Leitrim, 8.) 
Snowden, P. 

Soames, Arthur Wellesley 
Spicer, Sir Albert 

Stanger, H. Y. 

Stanley, Hn.A.Lyulph(Chesh.) 
Steadman, W. C. 

Stewart, Halley (Greenock) 
Stewart-Smith, D. (Kendal) 
Strachey, Sir Edward 

Straus, B. 8S. Are End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Summerbell, T. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, Theodore C.( Radcliffe) 
Tennant, H. J. (Berwickshire) 
Thomas, SirA.(Glamorgan, E.) 
Thomasson, Franklin 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset,E 
Tomkinson, James 

Torrance, Sir A. M. 

Toulmin, George 

Trevelyan, Charles Philips 
Verney, F. W. 
Vivan, Henry 
Wadsworth, J. 
Walker, H. De] R. 
Walsh, Stephen 
Walton, Sir John L.(Leeds, 8.) 
Walton, Joseph (Barnsley) 
Ward, John (Stoke-upon-Trent 
Ward, W. Dudley (S’thampton ) 
Wardle, George J. 

Waring, Walter 

Warner, Thomas Courtenay T. 
Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 
Wason, JohnCathcart(Orkney) 
Wedgwood, Josiah C. 
Whitbread, Howard 

White, George (Norfolk) 
White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Sir Thomas Palmer 
Wiles, Thomas 

Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wilson, Hon.C.H.W.(Hull, W.) 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Wilson, J. H.-(Middlesbrough) 
Wilson, J.W. (Worcestersh. N.) 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 
Winfrey, R. 

Yoxall, James Henry 


(Leicester) 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 


Pease. 


Boyle, Sir Edward 


| Brace, William 


Bridgeman, W. Clive 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 
Carlile, E. Hildred 

Carson, Rt. Hon. Sir Edw. H. 
Cavendish, Rt. Hn. VictorC. W. 
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Cecil, Evelyn (Aston Manor) 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hn.J.A.(Wore 
Cochrane, Hon. Thos. H. A. E. 
Collings, Rt. Hn.J.(Birmingh’m 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Capt. James (Down, E.) 
Cross, Alexander 

Dalrymple, Viscount 

Dixon- Hartland, SirFred Dixon 


Supply 





Douglas, Rt. Hon. A. Akers- 
Duncan, Robert (Lanark.Gov’n | 
Faber, George Denison (York) 
Fell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Fletcher. J. S. 

Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, W est) | 
Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 8.) | 
Hambro, Charles Eric 
Hamilton, Marquess of 

Hay. Hon. Claude George 
Hervey, F. W.F.( BuryS. Edm’ds 
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Hill, Sir _ (Shrewsbury) 
Hills, J. W 

Houston, Robert Paterson 
Kennaway, Rt.Hn. SirJohn H. 
Kenyon-Slaney, Rt.Hn.Col.W. 
Lambton, Hon. Frederick Wm. 
Law, Andrew Bonar (Dulwich) 
Liddell, Henry 

Lockwood,Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A. R. 
Long, Rt.Hn. Walter(Dublin,S. 
Lowe, Sir Francis William 
Lyttleton, Rt. Hon. Alfred 
Maclver, David (Liverpool) 
Middlemore, JohnThrogmorton 
Mildmay, Francis Bingham 
Moore, William 

Muntz, Sir Philip A. 
Nicholson, Wm.G. (Petersfield) 
Nield, Herbert 

O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens 
Parker, Sir Gilbert (Gravesend) 
Pease, Herbert Pike( Darlington 
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Randles, Sir John Scurrah 
Ropner, Colonel Sir Robert 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Waiter 
Salter, Arthur Clavell 
Sheffield, SirBerkeleyGeorge D. 
Smith, AbelH.(Hertford, East) 
Smith, F.E.(Liverpool, Walton 
Smith, Hon. W. F. D. (Strand) 
Starkey, John R. 

Stone, Sir Benjamin 
Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark) 
Walker, Col. W.H.( Lancashire) 
Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Willoughby de Eresby, Lord 
Wilson, A. Stanley( York, E.R.) 
Wortley, Rt. Hon.C. B. Stuart- 


TELLERS FOR THE NOEs. ~ 
Sir F. Banbury and Mr. T, 
L. Corbett. 
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Resolution agreed to. 


SUPPLY [2Ist FEnruary] REPORT. 
Resolutions reported, 
SERVICES AND REVENUE DE- 


(SUPPLEMENTARY) 
1906-7. 


CIVIL 
PARTMENTS 
ESTIMATES, 

CLAss I. 


1. “That a Supplementary sum, not 
exceeding £2,300, be granted to His 
Majesty, to defray the Charge which will 
come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1907, for the Royal Parks and Pleasure 
Gardens,” 

2. “That a Supplementary sum, not 
exceeding £11,900, be granted to His 
Majesty, to defray the Charge which 
will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 31st day of 
March, 1907, for Houses of Parliament 
Buildings.” 

CLAss Il. 

3. “That a Supplementary sum, not 
exceeding £1,550, be granted to His 
Majesty to defray the Charge which 
will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 31st day of 
March, 1907, for the Salaries and’ Ex- 
penses in the Offices of the House of 
Commons.” 

4, “That a Supplementary sum, not 
exceeding £255, be granted to His 
Majesty, to defray the Charge which 
will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 3lst day of 
March, 1907, for the Salaries and Ex- 
of the Offices of the Chief 


penses 


Secretary in Dublin and London, and 
Expenses under the Inebriates Acts. 


Cuass III. 

5. That a Supplementary sum, not 
exceeding £2,000, be granted to His 
Majesty, ‘to defray the Charge which will 
come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1907, for such of the Salaries and Ex- 
penses of the Supreme Court of Judicature 
as are not charged on the Consolidated 
Fund.” 

6. “That a Supplementary sum, not 
exceeding £140, be granted to His 
Majesty, to defray the Charge which will 
come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1907, for the Salaries and Expenses of 
the Establishment of the Crofters’ Com- 
mission.” 

Cuiass IV. 

7. “That a Supplementary sum, not 
exceeding £11,000, be granted to His 
Majesty, to defray the Charge which will 
come in course of payment during the 
year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1907, for Grants towards the Expenditure 
of certain School Boards in Scotland.” 


First Resolution read a second time. 


CotonEL LOCKWOOD (Essex, Ep- 
ping) said he wanted to ask a Question of 
the First Commissioner of Works as to 
the cutting of the elms in Kensington 
Gardens. 


*Mr. SPEAKER said that that did not 
arise on this Vote. 
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Mr. CLAUDE HAY (Shoreditch, Hox- 
ton) said that there was on this Vote an 
increase of £300 for the wages of gangers 
aud labourers in the Royal parks and 
pleasure gardens. Was that increase to 
he temporary or permanent; and how 
many persons were affected by it? In 
order to obtain that information he moved 
the reduction of the Vote by £100. 
He had found that the conditions of 
labour and the pay of the gangers and 
labourers in the Royal parks and gardens 
were not satisfactory. What was con- 
sidered a fair wage a few years ago was 
not sufficient now; and he hoped that 
the First Commissioner of Works would 
make it clear that the wages of the men 
he had referred to would be brought up 
to the proper standard, and that anv in- 
crease which might be given under this 
Vote to other employees would be ex- 
tended to the gangers and labourers in 
the Roval parks and pleasure gardens. 


Supply 


sin F. BANBURY said he wished 
to second the Motion. but not for 
the reasons propounded by the hon. 
Member who moved it. He _ believed 
that the wages of the gangers and 
labourers in the Royal parks and pleasure 
wardens were as good as thev should be ; 
hut what he wanted to ask the First 
Commissioner of Works or the Secretary 
to the Treasury whether any information 
‘ould be given to the House as to what 
further cost to the countrv would be 
iivolved by the rise in the wages in this 
wud other departments. 


Amendment proposed— 
* To leave out * £2,300,’ and insert ‘£2,200.’ ” 


(Ur. Clande-Hay.) 


(Juestion proposed, ‘“ That ‘£2,300’ 
stand part of the said Resolution.” 


Me. T. L. CORBETT inquired the 
wages which were actually paid to the 
cangers and labourers in the parks in 


question, 


*THE FIRST COMMISSIONER or 
WORKS (Mr. Harcourt, Lancashire, 
Rossendale) said he had answered this 
Question on the Committee stage of the 
Vote. He was then attacked by the hon. 
Member for the City who thought he had 
paid too high wages, and who blamed him 
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for following the London County Council 
as a model. He was now attacked by 
the hon. Member for Hoxton for not 
paying the men enough. He thought 
he could set the mind of the hon. Mem- 
ber at rest by assuring him that this 
was a permanent increase. The total 
increase would, moreover, be slightly 
greater for the vear than appeared on the 
Paper, because the Supplementary KEsti- 
mate was only for nine months. The total 
number of the men was 448, of which 
number 300 were labourers, and the rest 
were gangers or other men of that class. 
He was asked whether it would lead to 
increased wages in other parks. He 
was communicating with the Board of 
Agriculture and with the Treasury in 
order that the increase might take 
place in other parks concurrently with 
that which he had named. Kew was 
not now under his jurisdiction, but under 
the Board of Agriculture. The exact 
amount of wages paid was for labourers in 
London 27s. a week, and in the country 
23s. a week. He could not bear in his 
head the exact number of hours worked. 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY said that after the 
explanation which the right hon. Gentle- 
man had given he would ask leave to 
withdraw his Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Resolution agreed to. 
Second Resolution read a second time. 


Sir F. BANBURY questioned the 
First Commissioner about the ventilation 
of the House of Commons. He had 
asked him about the subject in Com- 
mittee, but he did not think that since 
that time the ventilation had been im- 
proved. He made no complaint about 
the Lobbies, but in the House itself they 
still felt exceedingly cold about their 
feet and legs, and he had on many 
occasions noticed a disagreeable smell on 
entering the Chamber. That was be- 
cause it was heated by hot air, and there 
was an exhausting kind of smell which 
resulted from that kind of heating. He 
asked whether when the weather got 
warmer the right hon. Gentleman would 
not make some alteration in the system 
of ventilation and have the windows open. 
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The right hon. Gentleman on the former | 
occasion explained that under the present | 
system it would be difficult to have the | 
windows open because of the working | 
of the large exhaust fans in the roof. 
Those fans, however, could be stopped, 
and many of them thought that the 
results would be good and _ pleasant. 
At} all events, even if they were wrong 
there would be no harm in making the 
experiment. To do so, indeed, might save 
money now spent upon working the 
electric fans. He also inquired why 
the Patronage Secretary had been given 
another room downstairs. Why should 
that right hon. Gentleman require two 
rooms, one upstairs and one downstairs. 
Was the latter chosen as a stronghold 
against suffragettes and Labour Members ! 


Supply 


Mr. LUPTON (Lincolnshire, Sleaford) 
said he had had great experience of 
crowded halls, and never in his life had he 
been in a place where the ventilation was 
so excellent as in the House of Commons. 
He did not notice any nasty, stuffy smell, 
and he had noticed it in other buildings 
heated by hot air. He sympathised 
with the hon. Baronet the Member for 
the City of London when he spoke of 
cold draughts about his feet and legs, but 
he admitted the difficulty of having a per- 
fectly satisfactory system of ventilation. 
He had a little solution to offer which 
would, he thought, meet the convenience 
of every Member of the House. Under 
the present system one man was nearly 
boiled while another man was _ nearly 
frozen. He suggested that a little elec- 
trical heating apparatus should be sup- 
plied for the feet of hon. Members, which 
could be switched on or off at pleasure. 
In order to prevent undue heating of the 
House owing to the forgetfulness of hon. 
Members to switch the apparatus off, it 
might be automatically switched off 
every half hour, and then those Members 
who wanted warmth could switch it on 
again. Members would in that way be 
able to get all the heat they wanted; and 
another advantage was that the Govern- 
ment would be enabled te find out where 
the warm Members were. The cost would 
be trifling, and apart from the wire the 
apparatus would cost £2. 


CotoneL LOCKWOOD hoped that 
the right hon. Gentleman would not 


Sir F. Banbury. 
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interfere any more with the ventila- 
tion of the House. It was impossible to 
find a place in which the ventilation was 
better than the House of Commons. 
In the nature of things there must be 
draughts, and it was impossible to satisfy 
everybody, but he thought the warmth 
of the House was sufficient for anv decent 
warm-blooded man. 


(Report). 


*Mr. HARCOURT said he belonged 
to the class which suffered from cold, but 
he was bound to see that a proper flow 
of air was kept up in order to maintain 
an even temperature. He was afraid, 
however, that he did occasionally take a 
liberty with the heaith of hon. Members 
by decreasing the flow of air, and that 
while he made them comfortabie he 
might be contributing to the causes which 
brought about ill health. But the matter 
was a very difficult one to deal with 
Within five minutes of his receiving a 
complaint that it was too cold from one 
side he got a complaint that it was 
too hot from the other. He was there- 
fore really between Members and the 
deep sea. It was impossible to please 
them all, but he was endeavouring to 
diminish the supply of air on the Op- 
position benches, and for the comfort of 
hon. Members who had complained he 
was having placed there temporary 
gauze screens, so that the flow of air would 
be less during the cold weather, while the 
screens could be removed during hot 
weather. He heard with great alarm 
the proposal that they should cut off the 
action of the fans in the roof and open 
the windows during the warm weather, 
because if that were done the result 
would be that there would be no air in 
the House. He could not consent to try 
so unhealthy and unpleasant an exper'- 
ment while the House was sitting, but 
if for purposes of experiment the hon. 
Baronet would, with himself, sit there 
after the House had risen, he would 
stand the strain for as many hours 
as he could or for so long as the 
hon. Baronet desired to continue the 
experience. He did not think he 
could venture upon the experiment of 
electric heaters, even though it would 
enable the Government to know where 
the popular seats were. As to the extra 
room given to the Patronage Secretary; 
a few months ago a small scullery was 
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found insufficient for the staff of the | Official Publications, issued last year. The 


sergeant-at-arms and he had given them 
better accommodation. That scullery, 
which was not good enough for them, had 
now been given to his colleague, who was 
a very hard-worked official, and entitled 
to a little rest and comfort. He did not 
think he had exceeded the general wishes 
of the House in giving his colleague a 
small room. 


Resolution agreed to. 
Third Resolution read a second time. 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY said he would move 
to reduce the Vote by £100 in order to 
ask the Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury a question which he had 
already asked in Committee, but which 
the hon. Gentleman had not answered. 
He wished to ask what amount was paid 
to the messengers who delivered the 
Votes and Proceedings of the House 
at Members’ residences. He was also 
anxious to know how the work was dis- 
tributed and the conditions under which 
the work was done—whether each man 
covered the same distance and carried 
the same ‘weight. The hon. Gentleman 
ou the last occasion was unable to give 
the figures, but thought the messengers 
were paid £150a year. He (Mr. Hay) had, 
llowever, ascertained that they were paid 
from 12s. to 17s. a week according to 
length of service for work which took 
them from seven in the morning until 
twelve. He wished to know why the 
men were not on the establishment. 


*Mr. SPEAKER said that none of these 
questions arose on this Vote, which was a 
Vote arising out of the expense of the 
autumn sittings. 


Mr. CLAUDE HAY said in that case 
he would not pursue the subject further, 
hut would ask the hon. Gentleman to 
inform the House what was the exact 
amount for the distribution of the Votes 
and Proceedings during the autumn 


sittings. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN said he was not very 
well informed on the last occasion, but 
the hon. Gentleman would find detailed 
information as to the employment of 
the men in question on page 46 of the 
Report of the Select Committee on 


; men were paid from 12s. to 17s. a week, 


according to the work they did. Some 
of them worked about the House in 
various capacities, and they were exceed- 
ingly well paid for the work they did. 
The work in the autumn sittings was 
equally distributed, as it was every 
session. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH (Derby- 
shire, W.) said the hon. Gentleman had 
made a reference to the Select Com- 
mittee on Official Publications which 
sat last year. He would like to ask 
whether any of the recommendations of 
that Committee would be put into force. 
On the Committee stage he also asked 
a question with regard to the payment of 
witnesses’ expenses. He urged the im- 
portance of seeing whether anything 
could be done so to arrange Committee 
work that the attendance of witnesses 
from distant parts was not prolonged 
more than was necessary. Very often large 
panels were referred to the same Com- 
mittee and many witnesses were de- 
tained for a long time before the Bill 
or case in which they were interested 
came on. Seeing that they were con- 
fronted with a large Supplementary 
Estimate on the point he thought the 
subject was one which ought to occupy 
the attention of the Government. He 
could not help thinking that in some 
cases the witnesses were called upon 
earlier than was necessary. 


Resolution agreed to. 
Fourth Resolution read a second time. 


Sir F. BANBURY, in moving a reduc- 
tion of £200, said that when the Vote came 
before the Committee the Chief Secretary 
was asked to explain this item, and the 
House would agree that the explanations 
of the right hon. Gentleman were not 
very satisfactory. The autumn sittings 
lasted two months, and seeing that a first- 
class return ticket to Ireland was about 
£4 14s., it seemed remarkable that 
the Chief Secretary and his Under- 
Secretary should have spent £200 in 
two months in travelling. The item 
demanded some serious consideration. 
The right hon. Gentleman received a 
salary of £4,500. Why was he not 
content with that? He gathered on 
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the last occasion that the right hon. 
Gentleman had none of the money 
included in the Vote under discussion. If 
that were so, why was it put upon the 
Estimates in that form ? 


would have thought they ought to pay 
that expense themselves. Then with 
regard to the payment made to the St. 
Patrick’s Inebriate Asylum. It might 
be an excellent institution, but that was 


no reason why the House should provide | 


£55 towards its maintenance. He under- 
stood that the Chief Secretary was bound 
by Act of Parliament to give that sum, 
and the right hon. Gentleman had ex- 
plained that other homes received sums 
in the s'me way. It was, he thought, 
impossible to defend a policy by which 
the taxpayers became charitable sub- 
scribers to such institutions. He hoped 
there would be some satisfactory ex- 
planation for hcoming, 


Amendment proposed—- 


“To leave out ‘ £255,’ and insert ‘ £55." "— 
(Sir F. Banbury.) 


Question proposed, “ That 
stand part of the said Resolution. 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY For 
IRELAND (Mr. Brrre tt, (Bristol, N.) 
said he was quite willing to give an ex- 
planation, and, as practice made perfect, 


‘£255, 
” 


perhaps he would be able to explain the | 


matter more lucidly than he did on a 
former occasion. He had pointed out 
that the note at the foot of the Estimate 
contained a misprint, and that the ex- 


penses referred to were not those of the | 


Chief Secretary at all, but of the Under- 
Secretary. 


do so. The Chief Secretary made the 
journeys between London and Dublin, 


agreeable or disagreeable, entirely at his 
The travelling expenses | 
connected with the Chief Secretary’s | 
for his journeys through | 
Ireland when investigating the social | 


own charge. 
name were 


condition of the country, and seeking 
to make himself acquainted with such 


questions as would engage the attention | 


of the House, namely, the fishing and 
other industries in Ireland. He believed 


Sir F. Banbury. 


{COMMONS} 


He did not} 
know that Ministers had their expenses | 
from their residence to the House. He | 


The Chief Secretary did not | 
get those travelling expenses; and he) 
agreed with the hon. Baronet that it | 
would be a most improper thing if he did | 
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|it had been the practice to allow some 
/grant in respect of that expenditure. 
| So far as he was himself concerned, having 
had no experience, he was bound to say 
that the result of the investigations 
made by the Chief Secretary was very 
puzzling for those who succeeded to the 
office, because he noticed that in regard 
to every kind of expenditure in the 
way of piers, harbours and_ other 
works, many promises were made which 
it was often very difficult to fulfil, 
But they were the only travelling 
expenses for which the Chief Secretary 
was entitled to make a claim. The 
travelling expenses were incurred by the 
Under-Secretary and his private secre- 
tary in travelling between London and 
Dublin, and owing to the autumn 
sittings, and the activity of proceedings 
in the Irish Office during that time, the 
Estimate had been exceeded. and a 
Supplementary Estimate had become 
‘necessary. The Under-Secretary was also 
‘entitled to a guinea a day subsistence 
money when in London. besides his 
travelling expenses. With regard to the 
inebriate homes, he was sorry he had not 
made himself plain to the hon. Baronet 
on that point. He had given him the 
| reference to the Act, which was 61 & 62 
Vict., c. 60, and under that enactment 
the obligation was imposed upon the 
Treasury not only in Ireland, but in 
| England and Scotland, to make grants 
for the maintenance of inebriates wiio 
were sent to homes of that description. 
To speak of it as a voluntary and charit- 
able donation on the part of the Irish 
Government to the St. Patrick's Home 
at Waterford only showed the miscon- 
ception in the hon. Baronet’s mind as to 
the motives which animated the [rish 
Office. At the time the Estimates were 
made the Waterford inebriates’ home 
was not in existence, and the demand 
was subsequent to their preparation. 
They had no option in the matter; 
it was an obligation imposed by 
Parliament, and the only way of dealing 
with it was to put it in the Chief Secretary's 
Vote. In the forthcoming year’s Esti- 
mates it would find a sub-head of its own, 
where it would engage the attention of 
hon. Members again. 


| 


An HON. MEMBER: How many 
inebriate homes are there in Ireland ! 
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Mr. BIRRELL: There is St. Patrick’s 
Home at Waterford, and there is the 
Reformatory Home for the detention of 
habitual drunkards, which is under the 
Prisons Board, and comes under the 
prisons rate. The Waterford home, to 
which the Treasury contributes, is the 
only one of that character established 
in Ireland, so far. 


Mr. BRIDGEMAN (Shropshire, Os- 
westry) said the speech of the Chief 
Secretary had made more difficult to 
understand than before this expenditure 
of £200 during the autumn sittings. 
He said that the Chief Secretary’s share 
of the £200 was for his peregrinations 
through Ireland. In the ordinary course 
of events, when there was no autumn 
sitting, the Chief Secretary would be 
travelling about Ireland, and the amount 
for travelling could then be understood, 
hut in the autumn sittings he was present 
in the House ready to answer the numer- 
ous questions put to him by hon. Members 
below the gangway. The explanation 
of the right hon. Gentleman was not 
satisfactory, and he thought they were 
entitled to know whether the £200 really 
included any of the expenses of the 
Chief Secretary at all, or whether it 
was not entirely a mistake to attribute 
it to the autumn sittings 


Mr. MARKHAM (Nottinghamshire, 
Mansfield) said it was a remarkable thing 
that the Member for the City of London, 
familiar with commercial life, and in 
whose constituency every business man 
allowed his representatives their travelling 
expenses, should say that the Chief 
Secretary, in receipt of a salary for the 
important duties which he discharged, 
should not be paid his expenses when 
travelling on the business of the country. 
He disagreed with the right hon. Gentle- 
man when he said that it would not be 
proper to charge his travelling expenses 
between London and Dublin. He 
thought it would be very proper, and 
he believed the House would be perfectly 
willing that the Chief Secretary should 
have a season ticket between London and 
Dublin, just as it would be given by 
any industrial company. Indeed, it 
would be to the interest of the country 
if season tickets were issued to all officials 
who travelled frequently. 
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Lorp BALCARRES said the hon. 
Member was quite mistaken if he thought 
that their objection was solely to the 
travelling expenses put down. Their 
objection was that it was only by means 
of a Supplementary Estimate that they 
knew at all that the Chief Secretary was 
allowed travelling expenses in Ireland. 
The fact was concealed in the Vote, and 
for aught he or the hon. Member for 
Mansfield knew every other Minister with 
a Department outside London might 
have travelling expenses allowed to him. 
[“* No.”?] Well, there was nothing in the 
Estimates to show whether they had or 
had not. He dared say the expenses 
allowed to the Chief Secretary for travel- 
ling in Ireland was a very proper thing ; 
he was not there to oppose it ; but he had 
risen to protest against the assumption 
of the hon. Member that these things 
were known. They ought to be clearly 
set forth in the Estimates, and he was 
extremely glad the discussion had taken 
place. He hoped that when further Esti- 
mates were prepared for the right hon. 
Gentleman’s Department they would 
clearly show the travelling expenses and 
to what and to whom they were devoted 


*Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) said he did not know that they 
had any title to complain of this waste of 
time by hon. Members opposite,seeing that 
an arrangement had been made in regard 
to what Votes were to be got; but with 
all respect to hon. Gentlemen opposite, he 
must say that on the Ministerial side of 
the House they felt strongly in regard to 
the matters raised by the hon. Baronet 
the Member for the City of London being 
again brought forward after having been 
fully answered in Committee by the Chief 
Secretary. It seemed to him that it was 
wasting the time of the House. The 
travelling expenses of the Chief Secretary 
were about the best form of expenditure 
they could have, because the more he 
travelled about Ireland the better it would 
be for the government of that country. 
It was to the advantage of Ireland that 
the Chief Secretary should be intimately 
acquainted with every part of Ireland, 
and he was sure that the House would 
never grudge the small sum spent upon 
travelling expenses. The complaint in 
regard to the sum granted to the Ine- 


i briates Home was ridiculous, and he 
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wished to protest against the waste of | will come in course of payment during 


time in this respect “because it was be- | 
coming habitual. The Government could | 
not refuse this grant as it was made 
under the Statute, and therefore it was a 
waste of time to discuss it at all. 


*Mr. NIELD (Middlesex, Ealing) said | 
the Chief Secretary had informed the | 


House that some portion of this expense 
had been incurred by himself and the 
Under-Secretaries going up and down 
the country by motor car and on 
board a fishing vessel in order to make 
themselves acquainted with the condition 
of the country, an expense which would 
not for a moment be criticised as unneces- 
sary since the object of it was one much 
to be desired. A little more light had 
been thrown upon the subject, and it 
appeared that the Chief Secretary, accord- 
ing to the statement he had just made 


to the House, had been induced by the 
condition of things he saw to make 


many promises which he ‘admitted he 
found it was very difficult to fulfil. 
The House and the country generally 
were anxious that the Chief Secretary 
should not make such promises, because 
not only the right hon. Gentleman, but 
his colleagues in the Government and 
the Radical Party as a whole had made 
far too many promises of that character 
in the ises which he and they 
must have known perfectly well they 
could not redeem and which could only 
have been made to catch the votes of 
a credulous electorate. It was these 
promises which had in the main resulted 
in the abnormal majority of which the 
Government boasted in that House. 
These electoral promises had proved very 
disastrous to the country as a whole in 
the past and ought not to be repeated. 





Question put, and agreed to. 
Resolution agreed to. 
Subsequent Resolutions agreed to. 


SUPPLY [6TH Marcu] REPORT. 
Resolution reported. 
ARMY (SUPPLEMENTARY) ESTIMATE, 
1906-7. 
not 


His 


“That a Supplementary 
exceeding £100, beg granted 


sum, 
to 


the year ending on the 31st day of March, 
1907, for additional Expenditure in 
respect of the following Army services, 
Viz. :-— 


| £ 
Vote 5. Volunteer Corps, 

Pay, Allowances, etc. - - 439,000 
Vote 12. Miscellaneous Effect- 

ive Services - : - 20,000 


459,000 
on 


Less Surpluses 
other Votes - 458,900 


100” 
Resolution read a second time. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That this House doth agree with the 
Committee in the said Resolution.” 


Str F. BANBURY said he wished to 
move a reduction of £10. 


*Mr. SPEAKER : I do net think there 
can be any reduction moved below 
£100. The proper course for the hon. 
Baronet to pursue is to object to the 
Motion. The Question is: ‘* That this 
House doth agree with the Committee in 
the said Resolution.” 


Str F. BANBURY said that when the 
Vote was discussed in Committee a 
question was raised with regard to the 
loan to Volunteers for drill halls and 
ranges. It was then pointed out that 
the result of the transfer of this £439,000 
would be that that amount, which in the 
ordinary course would go to the reduction 
of the National Debt, would not do so. 
[Cries of “ Divide.”] This was an ex- 
tremely important question, and he did 
not understand why the hon. Member for 
the Appleby Division should be so much 
annoyed when they attempted to discuss 
proposals of this kind. 


*Mr. LEIF JONES: On the contrary, 
I think it very proper to discuss pro- 
posals of this character. 


Sir F. BANBURY said that if the Vote 


| were not carried the £439,000 would go to 


the reduction of the Debt. The Secre- 


Majesty, to defray the Charge which | tary for War had told them that they 


Mr. Lief Jones. 
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were in error in supposing that the 
£439,000 would be diverted from paying 
off Debt, because, he said, it was going to 
be used to pay off debt by the Public 
Works Loans Commissioners. If the 
Vote were not carried, not only would 
the National Debt Commissioners be able 
to apply the £439,000 to the instant 
reduction of Debt, but they would in the 
course of the next few years pay off an 
additional £459,000 advanced by the 
Public Works Loans Commissioners. If 
the Secretary for War had wished to 
preserve the same balance he should have 
made provision in the Vote that the 
£28,000 under the capitation grant should 
go not to the Army, but to the National 
Debt Commissioners. Then ie would 
have preserved the natural sequence of 
events. He did not say that the Volun- 
teers ought not to derive any benefit, 
but several hon. Members connected 
with the Volunteers had said that they 
did not wish the War Office to be sub- 
stituted for the Public Works Loans 
Commissioners. He raised the question 
purely as a financial matter, because it 
seemed to him that it was a serious step 
to take. It was quite evident that the 
Secretary of State for War had made 
the proposal without quite knowing what 
he was doing. 


Mr. HALDANE dissented. 


Sir F. BANBURY said he was sorry 
to see the right hon. Gentleman shake 
his head, because he was certainly going 
to take over a sum of money which ought 
to appear in the Army Estimates next 
vear. The right hon. Gentleman was 
anxious to take this money to benefit 
his own Department, and apparently to 
prevent the Army Estimates next year 
being unduly swollen. From a financial 
point of view, it was a serious step to 
abolish the old Sinking Fund. If any 
Department was allowed, in order to 
avoid coming to the House with another 
Estimate in the forthcoming year, to take 
surpluses which should go to the reduc- 
tion of Debt, a very serious blow would 
be inflicted upon the financial system of 
the country. If such a procedure were 
sanctioned it would be possible for 
Ministers to represent their Estimates 
as being more moderate than was really 
the case. It was presenting an in- 
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accurate report to the nation of the 
expenditure upon the Army, and he was 
surprised at a Government supposed 
to be purists in finance establishing such 
a precedent. If the Financial Secretary 
to the War Office had been in Opposition 
it would have been almost impossible to 
hold him in his seat had such a pro- 
posal been made by a Conservative 
(rovernment. 


*\Ir. GEORGE FABER said the right 
hon. Gentleman had in this matter done, 
quite unintentionally no doubt, what he 
had no right todo. The sum in question 
was a natural surplus which ought to have 
gone to the old Sinking Fund established 
by 38 & 39 Vict. That was his tirst objec- 
tion to the proposal. His second objection 
was that the War Office proposed practi- 
cally to take a transfer of a mortgage 
which was at present held by the Public 
Works Loans Commissioners. What 
power had the War Office to engage in a 
transaction of that kind? He had 
looked through all the statutes, and he 
could not find that the War Office had 
any power to do so. His third objection 
was that the Public Works Loans {Com- 
missioners had no power to,make a 
transfer of the mortgage. It was Jan 
irregular transaction from beginning ‘to 
end. With the £450,000 odd surplus 
which ought to go to the Sinking Fund, 
the War Office was taking a transfer of 
a mortgage on Volunteer Drill Halls from 
the Public Works Loans Commissioners. 
That sum, which otherwise would have 
been repaid to the Commissioners in due 
course by the mortgagors, would be lost 
to the Sinking Fund, because the right 
hon. Gentleman contemplated writing off 
the debt. He purposed holding out as 
an inducement to the Volunteers that 
if they came into his scheme they would 
be let off the payment of this money. 


Mr. FELL (Great Yarmouth) said the 
present were not times in which they could 
take anything from the Sinking Fund. 
Consols were at a price only a quarter ora 
half different from that which they reached 
in the depth of the War. Surely the 
holders of Consols and large investors 
in trust funds had a right to expect that 
money saved each year on the Estimates 
would be applied to the redemption 
of Consols. That would, of course, 


3 H 





1507 Marine Works 


naturally tend to raise the market for 
them, making the securities more 
saleable, and thereby the credit of the 
country would be increased. Last 
spring the House voted a certain number 
of men for the Army, and it was after- 
wards decided that the number should be 
considerably reduced. That meant a 
considerable reduction in the amount of 
money required. They might have ex- 
pected that the amount so saved would 
have been applied to the Sinking Fund, 
but Members on both sides of the House 
learned with much surprise the other 
day that it was to be employed by the 
War Office in the purchase of a mortgage. 
His hon. friend the Member for York had 
raised a question as to the legality of the 
transaction. If the Government could 
do as they proposed to do in the present 
ease, then farewell to the Sinking Fund 
as it was now understood. He could not 
suppose that the powers of the various 
departments included power to juggle 
with the finances of the country in the 
way proposed by this Vote. 


And, it being a quarter-past Eight of 
the Clock, further proceeding was _post- 
poned without Question put, pursuant 
to Standing Order No. 4. 


MARINE WORKS IN IRELAND. 


Mr. MOONEY rose to call atten- 
tion to the question of marine works in 
Ireland; and to move, ‘ That, in the 


opinion of this House, the sea fisheries | 


of Ireland stand in urgent need of develop- 
ment with a view to the employment 
of the people and to stem the tide of 


emigration ; and that the proper develop- | 


ment of these fisheries and the subsidiary 
industries dependent upon them can only 
be attained by the speedy passing of a 
Marine Works Act similar to the Act 


already passed (but largely in abeyance) | 


in connection with the congested dis- 
tricts, but modified to suit the circum- 


stances of the other parts of the country.” | 
He said that the terms of the Resolution | 


were such as he should think would com- 
mend themselves to every Member of the 
House, and certainly to every Irish 
Member no matter to what Party he 
belonged. He did not intend to deal 
with the statistics of emigration; it 
was sufficient for him to say that, 


Mr. Fell. 
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in spite of the birth rate, which was 
| largely in excess of the death rate, the 
| population of Ireland was steadily 
diminishing, in curious contrast to Great 
| Britain where the population was in- 
creasing. The Report as to emigration 
| from Ireland which was laid every month 
on the Table of the Houses howed appal- 
ling figures, but they did not exhibit 
the whole facts. Every Irishman must 
deplore that the people who are leaving 
Ireland year by year were healthy, strong, 
and vigorous —the very people who 
should form the backbone of the country ; 
while those who were left were the very 
young or the very old. Many explanations 
‘of that fact had been given, but in his 
opinion the reason was that the svstem of 
government in Ireland had tended to kill 
native industries, with the result that the 
young and vigorous people could not find 
employment in their own country and 
had to seek it in other lands. Let them 
take the fishing industry. The demand for 
the products of the harvest of the ocean 
Was increasing in every country in the 
world. The Irish seas teemed with fish, 
and the fishing industry ought to be a 
source of great natural income. That 
had been proved in the western districts, 
where the Marine Works Act had been in 
operation, and where, with the aid given 
to the fishermen under that Act, the 
catch of fish had in many cases been 
doubled and even trebled. The Marine 
Works Act had, however, only been 
applied to a very limited area; and 
nothing had been done for the fishermen 
in the north, east, and south coast, who 
had consequently suffered considerable 
disadvantage. He knew the east coast 
intimately, and he would show that the 
Government Departments, instead of 
encouraging the fishing industry there, 
‘had by their action tended to kill it. 
Under various Acts of Parliament the 
control of the Irish fisheries had passed 
into the hands of two different bodies, 
'the Irish Board of Works and the Irish 
Board of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction, both of which had failed to 
carry out the duty imposed upon them, 
|and had strangled the fishing industry. 
| Wherever the Irish Board of Works had 
| built a harbour they had ruined the 
/anchorage. That was especially the case 
| at Greystones, in the county of Wicklow. 
Many years ago, when he _ lived 


in Ireland. 
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there, there was a fleet of fishing boats, |came about because the officials of the 


each of which employed five hands, and 


from the money the fishermen obtained | 
from the sale of their catch of fish they were | 


able to support 200 families. There wasa 
small pier which afforded certain pro- 
tection to the fishing boats, but in an 


evil hour an official of the Irish Board of | 


Works arrived on the scene and said 
that the Board would build a new harbour 
for the fishermen. The local fishermen 
warned him that he would have to be 
very careful in building the harbour, as 
there were very curious currents and 
sets of the tide there. The Board of 
Works, which consisted of Englishmen 
who had never lived in Ireland, refused 


to listen to the local fishermen and local | 


authorities, and built the harbour. The 
result was, as everybody in the locality 
had prophesied, that the harbour now 
resembled the ruins of a bombarded city. 
The currents and set of the tide had been 
changed in such a manner that at the 
present moment Greystones Harbour 
was filled with silt and sand; one half 
of the harbour works had fallen into the 
sea and the other half was following it 
He would suggest to the Chief Secretary 


that, in his capacity as President of | 
the Irish Board of Works, he should | 


transfer the extraordinary engineering 
ability of that Board to the 


of the sea coast in Ireland, because 
no erosion ever took place in any 
harbour which the Board built. For 


instance, Wicklow Harbour, which was | 
built out of public funds, was built | 
by the Board of Works against the | 


advice of the people of the locality, 


who advised the Board of Works that | 


Royal | 
Commission now sitting on the erosion | 
silting up, so that one could not get a 


the particular design which had been | 


drawn up was not suitable for the locality. 


The result was that the fishery of Wick- | 


low, at one time a flourishing industry, 
was now languishing. A Wicklow fisher- 
man at the present time, if he happened to 
be outside the harbour when a storm 
came on, could not get into the harbour, 


and if he was inside the harbour 
when the storm broke he could 
not get out. Only quite recently 


a few boats were out fishing when a/} 


storm came, and, instead of being able 
to get into their own harbour, the fisher- 


| Board of Works went down to a locality 
and said, “ We are the Board of Works ; 
you”—the people of the locality— 
“are only local nobodies, and we are 
going to do as we like.” If, however, 
there was a case of giaring blundering, 
it was the case of Arklow. There 
again the Board of Works came down 
and built a harbour and set all local 
knowledge on one side. Arklow was at 
one time a very flourishing town, with 
a large fishing industry, and efforts 
were being made to improve its trade by 
starting new industries. There were at 
least two large industries started, which, 
if this Department had done its work 
properly, would have made the place 
prosperous instead of the reverse, and 
compelling the people to go to America 
in order to earn a living. There was 
started outside the town of Arklow 
a quarry known as the Parnell Quarry; 
the famous Birmingham firm of 
Kynochs went over and built great 


| works, and it was essential for the success 


of those undertakings that they should 


have facilities for carrying away by sea 


the product of their capital and labour. 


But the Board of Works, with their 
usual method of disregarding local 
opinion, built the harbour, with the 


result that a bar had formed at the 
mouth of it and the harbour was rapidly 


boat of more than 10 feet draft in or out of 
it. In consequence of that state of 
things a short time ago the Parnell 
Quarry had to be shut down, and the 
proprietors discharged the greater part 
of the local workmen. That meant a 
loss of a £140 per week in wages to the 
workmen of the town. Kynochs also 


/had discharged a very large number of 


which, meant the loss of 
like £400 a week which 
would have been spent in 
the town. When the question of the 
harbour was brought up before the 
managers of Messrs. Kynoch, they said 
that if the bar continued they would 
be obliged to shut up the works com- 
pletely, clear out of Arklow, and build 
elsewhere. If that policy had been 


their men 
something 
otherwise 


| pursued in any town in England the 


English Board would at once have sent 


men,had to run up to Kingstown, which | down fully qualified engineers, not people 


was thirty miles off, to get shelter. 


That | who did not know anything about the 


3H 2 
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work, but those who understood it, and | 


would have seen that the harbour was 
instantly put into such a condition that 
the trade and prosperity of the place 
should not suffer. But that was not all. 
Although the people of Arklow had 
protested against the building of the 
harbour they had to pay the interest 
upon the money which it cost to con- 
struct. The Permanent Under-Xecretary 
for Ireland, addressing the Society of | 
Civil Engineers of Ireland, said there | 


was in that country great  oppor- 
tunity for engineering enterprise. They 
had constant complaints that their 


harbours were silting up and that powers 
were wanted to improve them. OL | 
course they had financial difficulties to 
contend with, but if they had only 
£3,000,000 they could convert Ireland | 
into a district in which no water-logging | 


would be any longer possible. All he 
could say was that there would 


be no water-logging if the Board oi 
Works were allowed to have their way. 
because under their policy they would | 
reclaim land and kill the industry of |; 
the sea. The next Department they | 
had to deal with was the Irish Board ot | 
Agriculture. It might seem strange that 
the Board of Agriculture should deal 
with fisheries. But a portion of the, 
Fishery Grant was administered by 
that Board. The policy of that Board 
as regarded fisheries was hard to! 
understand or rather it was hard 
to find. They had all along read their | 
Act of Parliament in such a way that, 
instead of spending money which the 
House voted them annually in the vear 
in which it was voted, they had set 
themselves to build up a funded income 
on which they could rely and be inde- | 
pendent of Parliament. The result was 
that when anyone went to them for | 
any money they got a stereotyped 
reply, ““ We have no money,” and yet, 
if one turned to their annual Report, it | 
would be that the Department 
was piling up a sum of money which | 


seen 


at the present day amounted to nearly 
half a million. It was very difficult to 
say, however, what the precise sum was, | 
because Mr. Bryce contradicted the 
figures in the Board’s own Report, and 
told him that the figures that he 


gave were given on the authority of the | 


Mr. Mooney. 
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Board. He supposed the Board had 
the idea of some day coming before 
them with a dazzling scheme for 
fishing industry, but it 
seemed to him that by the time they 
produced it there would be no fshing 
industry to help. That, however, did 
not appear to concern the red tape 
gentlemen in Merrion Street. A great 
deal of the difficulty and trouble which 
had arisen in Ireland was largely the 
creation of lawyers and of gentlemen 
who sat in Government offices and tried 
by means of red tape to tangle up every 
Bill passed for the benefit of Ireland. 
The moment a Bill was passed for the 
benefit of Ireland some legal gentleman 
stepped in and said that under some 
Bill which had been passed fifty years ago, 
which nobody had ever heard of, although 
they were ready to give them money 
they found they could not do so. To 


|/meet the condition of things to which 


he had been referring a small amending 
Bill should be brought in which he 
was sure would receive the support of all 
the Irish Members, although it might 
be met with violent opposition by; the 
Irish Board of Works. He begged to 


move. 


Mr. FFRENCH (Wexford, 8.) seconded 
the Motion, and said that in doing so he 
could not suppress the idea that was 
uppermost in his mind, namely, that 
many hon. and right hon. Gentlemen 
belonging to this country usually asso- 


es 5 . ° 
ciated everything an Irish Member said 
in the House with politics, and hence 


they frequently talked to empty benches 


/and were at a very great disadvantage 
‘in placing their grievances before the 


House. The subject of marine works, 
including fisheries, was one of the 
most important of Irish questions.  Ire- 
land had considerably over 2,000 miles of 
coast line. Her fisheries were amongst 
the most extensive, important, and_re- 
munerative in the world, and yet she had 
only.a little over 6,000 vessels engaged in 
fishing, and that small number was on the 
decrease, as well asthe fishermen. There 
were thirty-one vessels and 123 fishermen 
less in 1905 than in 1904. He did not 
know whether there had been a further 
decrease in 1906, as the Report for that 
year had not yet been issued, but he did 
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know that the Motion of his hon. friend 
the Member for South Kerry— 
‘Resolved that the condition of the Irish 
Fisheries is unsatistactory and demands the 
attention of the Government,” 
was passed unanimously by the House 
in March last year, and yet he 
thought they found themselves in 
pretty much the same position still. 
The Reports for 1905 showed the 
disparity in value between the Scottish 
ind Irish take of fish. It was, in round 
numbers, about £2,245,000 in favour of 
the Scottish. Mr. W. S. Green, Chief 
Inspector of Fisheries, told the Congested 
Districts Commission that that difference 
was not to be accounted for by the move- 
ments of fish around our coasts, but to 
Scotland’s better facilities in the shape 
of piers and harbours; and he might 
have added, to Scotland’s better equip- 
ment in large fishing vessels and steam 
trawlers, because they found by the same 
Report that 439 Scottish vessels were 
engaged in the Irish herring fishery and 
netted fish to the value of nearly £31,000, 
whilst only one Irish vessel visited the 
Scottish herring fishery. There was no 
better fishing anywhere than off the coast 
of Wexford, his own native county. It 
had been estimated by a Wexford gentle- 
man who looked very closely into these 
matters, that thirteen vessels from this 
side of the Channel that fished for four 
months on the Nymph bank, just off his 
‘onstituency, earned nearly £10,000. 
Many other instances of the wealth of 
the Wexford fishery could be pointed out. 
When he was a young man, Wexford had 
about forty oyster boats with six men in 
each boat. Ovsters ranged from 4d. to 
9d. per 120. There was one street in the 
town called Oyster Lane, and the people 
there all lived by the oyster fishery. Now 
Wexford had not even one oyster boat 
‘onstantly fishing, and the price of oysters 
-as 12s. per hundred. That change was 
brought about by over-fishing. There 
was no prohibition, and numbers of Jersey 
and foreign boats fished on the Wexford 
beds. The French people found those 
oysters of such excellent quality that 
they took them away in large quantities, 
and put them down on the coast of 
France. He would respectfully sug- 
zest that those oyster beds should be 
relaid and protected, and that the De- 
partment of Agriculture should set about 
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it at once. Notwithstanding the wealth 
of the Wexford fisheries their piers and 
harbours were in a wretched condition. 
They had not a single harbour capable 
of admitting at low water a vessel over 
thirty tons, and they were desperately 
handicapped by the want of accommoda- 
tion for large fishing craft. Wexford 
Harbour, which was their princip.l 
harbour, was silting up, and it frequently 
happened that vessels bound for Wexford 
had to go to other ports to discharge their 
cargoes, and as the cargoes had then to go 
to Wexford by rail the consumer, of 
course, had to pay a higher price. Wex- 
ford had a weekly cross-Channel service, 
to both Liverpool and Bristol. Some- 
times the steamers could not get out for 
days, causing heavy losses to the shippers 
of live stock, and sometimes thev could 
not get in, and then, of course, they had 
to go to other ports to discharge their 
cargoes. He might be asked, why were 
not the services of a dredger requisitioned 
to remove the silt? The position was 
this. The Harbour Board had to borrow 
money to build a large dredger suitable to 
the port, and the interest paid on tht and 
previous debts left no margin to work the 
dredger. In fact, the port was run at a 
loss. Last vear he introduced a deputa- 
tion of Wexford gentlemen to the late 
Chief Secretary, Mr. Bryce, who made 
himself thoroughly acquainted with their 
position and requirements, and promised 
to come to Wexford and see for himself 
the state of the harbour; also that he 
would use his influence with the Treasury 
to get them a free grant, but added that 
his influence was very little. Nothing 
had been done, however, and the question 
arose—Was the thriving little town of 
Wexford with 11,000 inhabitants, with 
extensive ironworks, and cycle factory, 
giving employment to 1,000 hands, with 
other local industries as well, with an 
extensive trade in corn and _ malt, 
and live stock, to be blotted 
off the map for the want of a 
few thousand pounds to pay off 
some of the debt and enable the 
port to be run with advantage? He 
appealed to the right hon. Gentle- 
man to carry out the programme which 
the late Chief Secretary marked out for 
himself and, he dared say, would have 
accomplished if he had remained in office. 
The Chief Secretaries were in the habit of 
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going north, south, east and west all over 
the country, except to South Wexford, 
and he hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
who now so ably filled the office would 


act differently from his predecessors in | 


If it was anything in their 
might inform the right 


that respect. 
favour he 


hon. Gentleman that Wexford had 
hever got a grant before and had 


never asked for one. 
the county are as self-reliant as the 
people of any county in the three 
kingdoms. In proof of that he might 
mention that since the Wexford County 
Council took over the piers and harbours 
from the old Grand Jury it had expended 
£4,095 upon them, £995 of which was 
supplied by the Board of Agriculture. 
At present there was about £22,500 re- 
quired to put the piers in an efficient con- 
dition. 
which would cost about £12,000. At 
present it was only a little dock and 


afforded no protection to the fishermen’ | 


boats in stormy weather. Some time 
ago a coal vessel had to leave that dock 
whilst a fierce gale of wind was blowing, 
and take her chance outside. 
hard fishermen were a hardy and fear- 
less set of men, and deserved recognition 
at the hands of the Government. At 
present they could only fish for about six 
months in the year. Duncannon required a 
new breakwater and dredging. 
were several other piers and harbours on 


the south-east coast in a bad way, such | 
as Ballvbrack, Arthurstown, Slade, Kil- | 


more, Carne, Poulduff, Courtown, Black- 


water, Wicklow, Arklow, Bray and 
Greystones. Some wanted repair, others 
only wanted dredging. The Board 


of Works was responsible for a great 
deal of the mischief, because in many 
cases they carried out erections and 
improvements contrary to local opinion, 
and it was only when it was too late 
they saw their mistake. They required 
an extension of the Marine Works Act, 
and he respectfully suggested that the 
right hon. Gentleman, in considering 


their claim, should bear in mind that | 


the value of fish taken on the east coast 
surpassed very considerably the value 


The people of | 


Fethard required an extension | 


The Fet- | 


There | 
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‘terms to purchase and maintain well 
equipped boats. The Irish fishermen, 
like the Irish tenant farmers, had 
proved their determination and ability 
honestly to pay the loans they had been 
entrusted with. (3) Small  dredgers 
drawing about 4 feet of water. They 
required two or three of those—each one 
would cost £4,000. The Board of Works’ 
dredger drew 6 or 7 feet of water, and 
/was utterly useless for small fishing 
harbours. (4) Protection for their 
fisheries. The two little armed vessels 
thev had could not afford adequate pro- 
tection over 2,000 miles of coast line, 
and besides they were required to carry 
| out scientific experiments, and the result 
'was continual raiding of the fisheries 
within prohibited limits. About five or 
six vears ago they, in Wexford, got a 
by-law to stop them, but they often 
came into the Bay still, as there was no 
fast steam vessel on the coast to prevent 
them. Sailing trawlers also came into 
Wexford Bay in large numbers, and fished 
almost to the shore, clearing out the 
bay and doing an incalculable amount of 
damage by destroying the spawn and 
immature fish; there should tbe a law 
to keep them outside the  three-mile 
limit, because they did just as much 
‘damage as the steam trawlers. It would 
/not require much money to carry out 
the few suggestions he had ventured 
‘to put before the House. Enormous 
sums of money were spent out of 
Imperial resources on piers and harbours 
‘in Great Britain, and they, in Ireland, 
were entitled to and they claimed a 
share of Imperial expenditure.’, Besides, 
they asked it for reproductive works, 
and if less money were spent on useless, 
costly, and meaningless foreign wars 
and more on reproductive works, it 
would have a very different effect on the 
National Debt. Another matter to which 
he wished to call attention was the great 
annoyance caused to fishermen by the 
numerous wrecks in Wexford Bay. He 
suggested that some vessel of the Fleet, 
with a crew experienced in the blasting 
and destroying of wrecks should be 
sent to operate in Wexford Bay, and so 
relieve the fishermen of a source of great 
annoyance. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


of fish taken on the north, west, or 
south coast. What they required 
was briefly:—(1) Improved  accom- | 


modation for the  fishermen’s 


(2) Loans to the fishermen on easy 


Mr. Ffrench. 


boats. | 


Motion made and Question proposed, 
‘That, in the opinion of this House, the 
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sea fisheries of Ireland stand in urgent | reminded of the historic parallel of the 
need of development with a view to the | Israelites, who before they cut their 
employment of the people, and to stem | bonds with the Egyptians, spoiled them 
the tide of emigration; and that the|of all they had. Ulster Unionists did 
proper development of these fisheries | not object to the connection with Eng- 
and the subsidiary industries dependent | land, and they felt perfectly entitled 
upon them can only be attained by the | to appeal to the Treasury for a share of 
speedy passing of a Marine Works Act|the Imperial funds. There was no 
similar to the Act already passed (but inconsistency in that on their part; the 
largely in abeyance) in connection with | inconsistency was on the part of those 
the congested districts, but modified} below the gangway. On the present 
to suit the circumstances of the other | occasion, however, they were all agreed, 
parts of the country.”—(Mr. Mooney.) | apart from the inconsistency of hon. 
Members below the gangway, that what 

Me. MOORE said he desired to as- | Could be got out of the Treasury should 
sociate himself, so far as he could legit- be got for the purposes of Ireland. Irish 
mately do so, with the arguments which Unionists, unlike their Nationalist op- 


had ben addressed to the Chief Secretary | Ponents, were not unmindful of what 
by hon. Members below the gangway. i had — “a ee ag or 
He had a certain amount of experience | (T@@Sury. or fon. | Members eet 
of the House, and well knew that Chief the gangway to say they had not hac 
Secretaries were always ready to put anything out of the Treasury betokened 
, LUC « a c > ba 

their hands on their heart, and declare | 2°t only a short memory, but great 
that the Treasury was the enemy ingratitude. When they heard about 
t c wre Ty i. . ‘1 . * , . y 

He had no doubt either, that the right | Counties Wicklow, Wexford and Water- 
hon. Gentleman would repeat the per- ford, he would ask what had they got 

s : . : } ‘ “a y « = Ta 
formance, and possibly at that time poborhra 7 oom a Phey peynerenin 
the representative of the Treasury would | ~*?”> 0. rr wo ee j i - it 
be found to have discovered that | ¥8* granted lor irish piers and harbours. 
important business for the moment | By the Return from which he was quoting, 
called him out of the House. He could | dated in June, 1899, it would be seen 
not, however, help feeling sorry that the that ~ ny Pog weg county by 
Liberal Party on the present occasion county, Ireland ha re ae Te 
were not more in evidence. The Govera- | !ll-treated by the Imperial Treasury ; 
ment had received loyal support from he would Say she had been moma os 
hon. Members below the gangway on | treated. ? oo came the Marine Vos . 
various topics, including indentured Act in 1902, under ee a 
labour in the New Hebrides, but when | given for the West of Ireland. Ulster 
it came to a question affecting the Members, had they been so constituted, 
« J c . 5S | ° 4 . 

. . € Ta > Co 
prosperity of Ireland, the gratitude of | might er d cS eto tsi 
others of their supporters was marked,| PUt they did not adopt that attitude, 
by their desertion of the Liberal and | because the money had been distributed 
Labour Benches. It was not often that | Ver the West of Ireland, the poorest part. 


| 
he found himself in association with | 
| 
| 
| 








Mr. FLAVIN (Kerry, N.): What about 


hon. Gentlemen below the gangway. 
the Labourers Act ? 


He could not help feeling it was 
strange that those hon. Members, 
who were always shouting throughout} Mr. MOORE: If the hon. Member 
their constituencies their desire to abolish | wanted discussion, he was quite willing 
the last vestige of English rule, were | to enter upon it, but surely he was not 
evidently now most anxious to take the | entitled to interrupt him. The Marine 
last shilling of English money before | Works Act of 1902 [Interruption. } 
they went. “[No!”] Well, he under- | He appealed to the Deputy Speaker. He 
stood that that was the position, that | did not really think he had said anything 
they wanted to get as many grants | to justify this interruption. 

as possible out of the Treasury before 
severing the connection with England| Tue DEPUTY SPEAKER: TI. must 
at the earliest possible date. He was! ask hon. Members not to interiupt. 
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Mr. MOORE said that according to the 
Return which he quoted, and which was 
vhe last he had been able to get, £250,000 


work which was then destroyed. [Nar- 
IONALIST MeMBER: You have had a 
Tory Government in for the last fifteen 
vears.] The hon. Member fer North 


granted by the Treasury had been spent 
in various counties of Ireland, and | Antrim was a Home Ruler. There was 


another £100,000 under the Marine 
Works Act. A good deal, therefore, 
had been done by the Imperial Treasury, 
and as far as that went he and his hon. 
friends had very little to quarrel with.| wearv the House with a description 
He thought, however, that when the | of all the harbours and ports in Ireland, 
Chief Secretary came to look into the! but he thought the right hon. Gentleman 
figures, he would see that there was a | ought to see that a fair division of the 
vood deal of ground for fair criticism | money available for piers and harbours was 
as to how the money had been divided. | made in districts where the fishing in- 
The mover of the Resolution had referred | dustry required it. Hedid not think the 
to Wicklow, Waterford and Wexford, | money ought to be spent in simply 
but the Return showed that these three | keeping the people quiet in any district 
counties had received £150,000. What | or where it would be taken as a counter- 
had been done in the North of Ireland ? | stroke to the formation of a branch of 
With the exception of Ardross, over two! the United Irish Leacue. Thev wanted 
hundred miles of coast was neglected ; | improvements in the northern harbours, 
although every ship sailing from Canada|the claims for which were not put 
to Liverpool passed along that coast. | on political grounds. A great deal was 
the Board of Trade would not even give | promised between Ballveastle and Port- 
them life-saving apparatus. What did|rush. But thev would be perfectly 
they find in the case of counties like | satisfied if there was a fair distribution 
Mayo and Donegal? They found that | of the funds between the north and the 
they had got £30,000, £25,000 and | south. People who went fishing from 
another county £20,000, while all that! Portrush had to meet in competition 
was spent between Londonderry and 
Belfast was £1,300. Nobody _ pre- 
tended that the Board of Works 
were perfection, but between the 
Board of Works and the Government 
there had been a great deal of unfairness. 
He was glad .o have an opportunity of 
bringing this subject before the Chief 
Secretary on behalf of those residing | that when attention was being paid to 
on the northern coast, which had been! piers and harbours. the claims of the 
absolutely neglected in regard to the | northern coastline should not be over- 
distribution of this money. I> was a 
matter of great importance to the fisher- 
men along the coast, and he was surprised 
that the hon. Member for North Antrim 
was not in his place to look after their in- 
terests, and voice the opinion of the fisher | contribute a speech upon this subject 
folk. In 1888 the Board of Works set to | without importing into it that bitter 
work to spend £1,300 in making a | spirit which was so frequently character- 
boat slip on that coast. That proved that | istic of his addresses in the House. This 
there was some necessity for the work. | was not a Party question; it was not 
Unfortunately the following year it | even a political one. It was a question 
was swept away bv a gale, and the| which affected the industrial well-being 
position of the district was now worse | of every part of Ireland. There was 
than ever. Although the necessity ex-| not a single Nationalist Member who 
isted to make that provision at Porta-| was not anxious that every portion of 
down they had never been able to get| the North of Ireland should receive 
another shilling towards restoring the|all possible encouragement in the 


a Home Rule Government in office, and 
under those circumstances he might be 
allowed to press this consideration on 
the Chief Secretary. He would not 


their countrymen from Galway, Mayo, 
and Donegal, who were fishing in boats 
found by the Fishery Department and 
who were helped and fostered in every 
way by the Department, who provided 
them with bounties and advances for 
nets and sails and instructors. He did 
not object to tha*. All they asked was 


looked. 


Mr. #sWILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.) regretted that the hon. Member 
for North Armagh was not able to 
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direction of having their piers and 
harbours’ kept in a proper state. The 
speech of the hon. Member could hardly 
be taken as any encouragement to the 
Government to deal on liberal lines with 
the provision of such facilities upon 
the coast of Ireland. Upon the hon. 
Member’s own showing the amount of 
money which had been set aside during 
the last twenty years for improving 
harbours on the Irish coast had been 
altogether inadequate. The hon. Member 
for North Armagh had _ referred in- 
dignantly to the absence of the hon. 
Member for North Antrim, but in view 
of the fact that the latter in a fair and 
open fight had defeated the hon. Member 
for North Armagh he thought such a 
taunt was a little ungenerous. He 
might remind the hon. Member that he 
was absent from the House for a con- 
siderable portion of last year because he 
could not get any constituency to return 
him. Last year the hon. Member for 
North Antrim was close in his at- 
tendance at the House of Commons, 
and served the electors in a way 
hey had never been served before. 
fe would have thought that the hon. 
Tember for North Armagh would on 
that occasion have put Party feelings 
on one side and done his best to assist 
the Nationalist Members in their effort 
to induce the Government to take 
immediate and strong action in the direc 
tion of putting the coast of Ireland in a 
proper state, in order that the fish- 
ing industry migiit b>  developel. 
There was no necessity to remind the 
Chief Secretary of the blunders which 
had been committed in the past. No- 
body would attempt to defend the 
work done by the Board of Works in 
reference to the harbours, and it was a 
commonplace in Ireland that everything 
they put their hand to had turned out 
a failure. Anyone going round the coast 
could see by the ruined and dilapidated 
piers the lack of capability on the part 
of the engineers of the Board of Works. 
‘hat was a matter in regard to which 
they had a right to expect the Treasury 
to deal with Ireland in a liberal spirit. 
An hon. Member had taunted the Irish 
Members with continually asking for 
the money of the 


They were doing no such 
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English * people. | 
thing, | 
and there was nothing more irritating ' 
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' to Irishmen than to hear such statements 


not only in reference to loans for harbours 
and piers but also in reference to land 
purchase. Not a single shilling was 
being asked for which would not be 
punctually repaid. If the Irish had a 
Government of their own a great deal more 
would be spent on works of the kind under 
discussion. He hoped the Chief Secretary 
would recognise the seriousness of the case 
which had been made out by his hon. 
friends. In every part of Ireland there 
were piers and harbours which were 
crumbling to ruins, and were posi- 
tively a disgrace to the Government. 
Fishermen in every part were unable 
to pursue their calling and earn a living. 
There were many parts in Ireland 
where formerly flourishing fisheries 
existed, and where now the industry 
was not followed at all. Nothing ex- 
travagant was being asked; they were 
simply asking that ordinary facilities 
should be afforded to the people for 
working in order to avoid emigration. 
If it was to cost money, the money 
should be provided. In the last few 
years the House had been asked to 
vote money for works at Gibraltar and 
Dover, and at places abroad. The Irish 
people had to pay their full share of the 
cost of those works. Wasit unreasonable 
that they should ask that the piers and 
harbours on the coasts of Ireland should 
be put in proper condition? He ap- 
pealed to the Chief Secretary to deal 
with the Treasury in a stern spirit 
and to show that something was due to 
Ireland. It was perfectly monstrous 
that there should be strong men all along 
the coasts of Ireland unable to pursue 
their calling on account of the condition 
of the harbours, that their wives and 
children should be reduced to starvation 
and privation, and that that should 
happen under a Government which in 
other directions spent money with a lavish 
hand. Let them try to avoid recrimina- 
tion and Party spirit. If the Govern- 
ment consented to deal with the 
matter, no persons would be more 
anxious than hon. Members from the 
north of Ireland to get a share of the 
advantages, 


*Mr. BARRIE (Londonderry, N.) 
thanked the hon. Member for his kindness 
in emphasising the point made by the 
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hon. Member for North Armagh that the | 


north of Ireland had not received an 


1524 


He was there to plead for larger grants 
for the fishermen. He believed that far 


in Ireland. 


adequate proportion of grants. He joined | too little had been done hitherto by the 


in the invitation that had been extended 
to the Chief Secretary that he should see 
for himself the needs of the various 
harbours. 


the fisherman’s calling on the, stormy 
waters of the sea board of Ireland, 
and no class had a fairer 


He agreed with all that had | 
been said as to the precarious nature of | 


Government, and he joined hands with 
hon. Members below the gangway in 
impressing on the Chief Secretary that 
there was no more important industry 
which should be fostered and built up for 


| the good of the country than that of the 


claim to | 


Government assistance and special con- | 


sideration. The point he wished to 
impress on the Government was that the 


claim that night was made on behalf of | 


the fishermen, and he did not understand 

that even hon. Members below the gang- 

way seriously urged the claims of the com- 

mercial harbours. In his division they 

had pressed on the late Chief Secretary | 
the urgent need for the improvement of 
Port Stewart Harbour, which was essen- 
tially a fisherman’s harbour. He did not 
wish to say hard things against the Board 
of Works, but that harbour was not a 
credit to the Department,and considerable | 
sums of money were required to make it 
more easy of access and safer for the fisher- | 
men and their boats. His constituency 

also contained the harbour of Coleraine. 

Some years ago the people of Coleraine 

found that unless important works were | 
carried out to preserve the trade of the | 
harbour it would go to decay. The | 
merchants of that day took a large view 

of the matter and contributed large sums | 
for carrying out important works where 
the river ran into the sea. They taxed 
themselves to the extent of 2s. 6d. in the | 
£, and he was happy to think that as the 
result of their own enterprise, because 
they never suggested that the Govern- 
ment should help them, the town to-day 
was one of the most prosperous in the 
north of Ireland. The tax had now fallen | 
to 9d. in the £ and after another seven- | 
teen years had passed the tax would have 

disappeared and there would be handsome | 
profits from the commerce passing in and 
of the harbour. That was an example 
which he would like to see more largely 
followed in Ireland. It was an example 
of the foresight, tenacity, and deter- 
mination to succeed which characterised 
that part of his constituency, and he 
commended the example to others who | 
were pleading hat in hand to the Govern- | 
ment for the purely commercial harbours. 


Mr. Barrie. 


fishermen and the allied industries. 


Sir THOMAS ESMONDE (Wexford, 
N.) said hon. Members from Ireland were 
not speaking on behalf of particular 
places ; they were speaking for the whole 
of the fishing population, on whatever 


part of the Irish coasts they might be 


‘years £250,000 had been 
| fishing piers in the south-east and west of 


found. The hon. Member for North 
Armagh had made a better defence of the 
British Treasury than the Chief Secretary 


would be able to do when he came 
to answer. The hon. Member _ told 
ithe House that in the last few 


spent upon 


Ireland. That money had not been spent 


‘through the generosity of the British 


Treasury. He was strongly of opinion 
that £150,000 of the money came from 
the Irish Church surplus, which was a 
purely Irish fund. He was not absolutely 
certain on the point. 


Mr. MOORE: The whole of the 
£250,000 came from it. All that I said 
was that it was granted by the Imperial 
Treasury. 


Str THOMAS ESMONDE said it was 


| perfectly right that the money should be 


devoted to Irish purposes. If he men- 


tioned the amount of money which had 


been voted by the House to be spent on 
English harbours within a comparatively 
short period, it might assist the Chief 
Secretary when he came to deal with the 
matter. Within the last few years no 
less than £10,000,000 sterling had been 
spent by the Government on English 


|harbours, and surely a few hundred 


thousand pounds might be devoted to the 
improvement and development} of Irish 
harbours. This was not a new question ; 
it might be new to the present Chief 
Secretary, but it was not to his prede- 
cessors. Irish members had been dis- 
cussing it for a number of years, but with 
no large result. When the Marine Works 
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Act was passed, an agitation was started 
to draw attention to the possibility of the 
development of Irish fisheries in other 
parts of the country than in the southern 
and western districts, to which alone that 
Act applied. In 1902, the Chief Secre- 
tary said that inquiry would be made. 
In 1903, the right hon. Gentleman said 
that the inquiry was proceeding. In 
1904 he said that the inquiry had not yet 
terminated, but that before long the 
result would be made public. Shortly 


after that there was a debate in the House | 


on the question, and the then Financial 
Secretary to the Treasury said that, 
although the Government had not come 
to a conclusion as to the results of the 
inquiry, he hoped that the Treasury 
would not send the Irish members away 
empty-handed. In 1905 there was a 
change in the Chief Secretaryship, and 
when the question was again discussed 
the right hon. Member for South Dublin 
expressed his interest in it. In fact, the 
only Chief Secretary who had taken any 
real interest in the question was the right 
hon. Member for South Dublin, who had 
told the representatives for Ireland that 
after all no inquiry had taken place, or, 
at any rate, he could find no record of it ; 
but that he would give his best attention 
to the matter. The late Chief Secretary 
was asked to go down to look at the 
harbours for himself, and to cross-examine 
his supporters on the Board of Works in 
Ireland, but he did not go. Every public 
body in the six or seven Irish counties 
most interested in the question had urged 
the Government Departments to take it 
up. Next to agriculture the fishing 
industry was the most important and 
largest industry in Ireland, and gave 
employment to the largest number of 
people. He was sorry to say that it had 
been diminishing of late. Thirty years 
ago there were something like 9,000 fishing 
boats on the Irish coast, giving employ- 
ment to over 25,000 men. Owing to the 
building of larger boats that number was 
diminishing, because the small boats could 
hot enter into remunerative competition 
with the large ones. He hoped that the 
present Chief Secretary would see his way, 
before any new political storm arose in 
the British atmosphere, to visit some of 
the harbours—for instance, Arklow. The 
late Chief Secretary promised three years 


e 
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;ment of that harbour. The money had 
been voted by Parliament, but not a 
|penny of it had been spent. A wierd 
literary competition had gone on for two 
o: three years between the various 
authorities as to Arklow harbour, and 
the end of it was that an agreement was 
come to between the Irish Board of Works, 
the Irish Board of Agriculture, and 
Messrs. Kynoch, whose cordite works 
were near Arklow; and the latter con- 
sented to contribute towards the expense 
of the improvement of the harbour. He 
asked that the agreement should be 
carried out forthwith, and that the 
£14,000 voted by Parliament should be 
spent on the harbour at Arklow, which 
would be a godsend to the fishermen of 


that port. 


Mr. SLOAN (Belfast, S.) said he 
wished to point out one or two inconsis- 
tencies in the statements which had been 
made in reference to the money that was 
to go round. The hon. Member for 
North Armagh had made a charge about 
the unfair distribution of the money to. 
different parts of Ireland, but he could 
not help remembering that the hon. 
Gentleman had supported the Ministry 
|who made that distribution. It was 
a very bad thing that when there was 

a change of Government any man should 
repudiate his previous action. 


Mr. MOORE said that the money was 
voted in 1883, and every penny of it 
was spent before 1900, when he came 
into the House. 


| 
/} Mr. SLOAN said he accepted the re- 
pudiation of the hon. Gentleman as far 
as it went. He was only anxious to 
| represent correctly the views of the hon. 
/ Member for North Armagh. It would, he 
thought, be very easy for any Government, 
either Liberal of Unionist, to deal with 
existing grievances with remedies which 
might meet with general and universal 
approval, and in matters of thac sort they 
ought to rise above the mere level of 
party considerations. The interests of 
the fishermen in Ireland should receive 
the consideration of any Government 
and the Administration in power should 
do their best to meet the view of Irish 


'members. He did not think he should 


age a grant of £14,000, for the improve- | be doing his duty if he were to sit silent 
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on this question, which was not one 
which should create any bitterness. He 
would ask the Chief Secretary, not- 
withstanding the little friction which 
he seemed to be unused to but which 
he would get accustomed to, to recognise 
that at the bottom of the controversy 
there was unanimity as to the neces- 
sity; of the} grievance’s being redressed. 


Tre CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Brrrett, Bristol, N.): 
Nobody looking at the map of Ireland 
or having any acquaintance, personal or 
from reading, of the melancholy ocean 
which beats against its shores can fail 
to be convinced of the important part 
which fishing ought to play in the social 
history of the country. The fishing 
trade is there, the fish are there, the 
natural harbours are there; but un- 
doubtedly, owing to the severity of the 
sea and the prevailing character of 
the winds, protection is necessary in 
order that the industry may be suitably 
carried on. I cannot agree that no 
money has been spent upon the piers 
and harbours of Ireland. It may be 
worth while to consider, first, what has 
been done in times past for the harbours 
and the fishing industry, then the rather 
disagreeable question of how it has 
been done; next there remains the 
question, what ought to be done; and 
finally, how best any money which Parlia- 
ment votes or which can be obtained in 
any way whatsoever can be expended in 
furtherance of the object which all agree 
as being necessary. When we consider 
what has been done with regard to 
these matters we certainly find that 
a great deal of money has at different 
times been passed. There are several 
Royal harbours, Queenstown, Kings- 
town, Ardglass and Dunmore, the total 
original cost of erecting which amounted 
to £1,740,000, whilst the annual cost 
of their maintenance is about £12,000. 
Then I come to fishery harbours, properly 
so-called, and before the Marine Works 
Act, 1902, there were two Acts under 
which public money was granted for 
the construction of fishery harbours—the 
Sea Fisheries (Ireland) Act, 1846, and a 
second Act of 1883. Under the first 


Act and various amending Acts, 116 
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aid of local subscriptions to the amount 
| of £86,000. Then there was the Act of 
11883. An amount of £250,000 was 
granted from the Irish Church Fund, 
and was supplemented by local contri- 
butions for the erection and improve- 
ment of fishery harbours. Under this 
Act sixth-three harbours have been con- 
structed or improved, the improvements 
being in many cases to harbours erected 
under previous Acts. I am told that 
the whole of this £250,000 has been 
spent. Then there have been local con- 
tributions amounting to £54,000. The 
hon. Member for North Armagh rather 
complained that the remarkable and 
prosperous part of the country which he 
represents has been neglected; but I find 
that of this £250,000 Antrim received 
£1,344, Down, £18,274, and Derry, £6,229, 
so that they had a pull from that source 
of over £25,800. It must not therefore 
be assumed that their interests have been 
neglected in this matter. Then we come 
to the Marine Works Act of 1902, and we 
find a large expenditure partly from public 
moneys, but to no considerable extent from 
private sources. That Act was intended 
to develop and benefit the interest of 
the inhabitants of congested districts, 
and not as the hon. Member pointed 
out with nice distinction, to develop 
commercial undertakings. It was for 
the purpose of fostering the struggling 
industries in very poor districts. The 
Marine Works Act provided a sum of 
£100,000 and of that fund there has 
been expended on the improvement 
of fishing harbours £34,296. The balance 
stood over for the construction of the 
large harbour at Ennistyre. That har- 
bour has not been constructed and the 
difficulty in the way arises I believe in 
regard .to the railway connection. In 
these fishing industries you have always 
to bear in mind that you can make 
nothing out of them unless the harbour 
is near a good market, and in order 
that it may be near a good market 
railway communication must be brought 
up to the harbour side. This Ennistyre 
scheme has not been carried out, and 
therefore there remains £51,000 avail- 
able for other schemes. Then I find 
also from the figures given to me that 
the sum of £20,000 has been spent by 








harbours were constructed at a cost of 


£174,000 from public funds, with the | 
Mr. Sloan. 


the Piers and Roads Commission in 
1886-7 in the counties of Mayo and 
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Galway. 
construct small works by way of relieving 
distress—the Congested Districts Board 
—lhas spent between 1901 and 1906, 
£66,626 on small marine works, mostly 
boat siips. 
£27,000 have been 
harbours since 1880. 


made_ for 


Special grants amounting to | 
certain | 
In addition to all | 
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A special body appointed to | 


this there is an annual expenditure of | 
£10,000 a year, which is allocated by | 
the Board of Agriculture to the fishing | 


industry. A great deal of that is spent 


upon scientific investigations and kindred | 


matters which are very necessary for a | do with it was to lend the money. 


thorough comprehension of the fishing | 


problem; sothat the amount actually left 


for what might be called engineering works | 


is comparatively small. Then there is 


the natural expenditure from the Irish | 


Development Grant. 


Treland would not | 


have been Ireland if the Irish Development | 


Grant had not contributed to almost 
everything except education, for which 
it was originally intended. That shews 
that it cannot be said that any previous 
Administration has been altogether in- 
different to the necessities of the case. 
The total expended from that grant is 
£40,514. It ought therefore to be taken 
as a general admission, not only by the 
House but by both Parties, that this is 
really a constant charge to which atten- 
tion must always be paid. As to the 
question how has the work been done, 
there has been some rather gloomy 
criticisms of these works—but these 
controversies between engineers and local 
boards as to the proper way of erecting 
harbours and protection works are by no 
means confined to Ireland. As the House 
will, know. all along the East Coast of 
England, where I have had considerable 
experience, controversies raged furious 
between the fishermen and the engineers 
who came from London, and I am bound 
to say that my mind was in a state of 
great confusion as to who were in the 
right. At all events, the work in many 
instances had proved most unsatisfactory, 
and I can only conclude that engineers 
everywhere have never mastered the 
action and the peculiar set of tides and 
the extraordinary changes the sea makes, 
and, until far more accurate observations 
are obtained, I am afraid there will always 
be misfortune in connection with the 
construction of these works. I do not 
think anybody can say anything in 


| 
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favour of great loans. In the one place 
mentioned to-night with which I’am 
acquainted a loan was thrownaway. But 
it must not be supposed that Ireland is 
the only country in which money has been 
thrown into the sea. In many other 
cases stupid blunders have been made and 
money thrown away. With regard to 
Arklow Harbour, I must stand up for the 
Department of which I am told I am the 
President. That harbour was designed 
by a local engineer and built by local 
people. All the Board of Works had to 
The 


local people added piers to the old 


| harbour and they were blown down in a 


storm. The Board stepped in and built 
new piers, which were favourably reported 
on by a Mr. Thomas Stephenson, whose 
impartiality could not be doubted, be- 
cause he is a Scottish engineer. The 
Department are now dredging, and have 
maintained the channel. £14,000 is 
waiting to be spent there. If there 
was any dispute, it was a dispute as to the 
engineering character of the works, and 
[ really do not know of anything in 
Ireland or anywhere else by which to 
prevent these prolonged considerations of 
engineering problems. After all, you 
will get the money, and I am told that 
the differences of opinion are almost com- 
pletely settled. I not only trust that 
the work will be carried out, but that it 
will be a perfect success. Then we come 
to Wicklow. There difficulty was ex- 
perienced, I dare say, but I do not think 
that it can be altogether laid to the 
charge of the Board of Works. Wexford 
has been referred to. That is certainly a 
place well deserving of consideration. 
It is a prosperous, hard-working place ; 
it has industries of its own, including agri- 
cultural implement making and the like, 
and certainly ought to receive any support 
that it is possible to give. But there 
again there are difficulties, so Igam told, 
in connection with the sandy character 
of the harbour, a circumstance which 
will require very much consideration. 
All I can say about the Board of Works is 
that they do their very best to give such 
assistance as they can, although+I have 
no doubt that any Board which has me 
for its President is capable of very con- 
siderable improvement. But it is all very 
well to criticise existing organisations. 
Tn any circumstances, and under the most 
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prosperous kind of Government, you will 
be far more than you like in the hands 
of engineers and scientific persons, who 
spend your money for you. At the same 
time the criticism to which I have 
listened will not be thrown away. Now 
I come to the question of what ought 
to "be done in the future, and what is 
the"best way of doing it. With regard 
to what ought to be done, a great deal can 
bewisely spent in Ireland in the pro- 
motion of the fishing industry, but the 
difficulty is, how am I to know on behalf 
of what particular claim I am to batter 
at the door of the Treasury? The amount 
of money that might be spent in Ireland 
is enormous. I do not say it would all 
be wisely spent; at all events, there is a 
great number of plans submitted for 
consideration, for there is scarcely a 
gap on the coast of Ireland which, in the 
view of the people living near it, does not 
possess great advantages as a port. It is 
on the direct route to Canada; it has 
facilities for the local industry of fishing, 
and indeed, when you look at it you 
cannot but think that money might 
probably be advantageously spent upon it. 
Were one a beneficent multi-millionaire 
one could imagine nothing more pleasant 





than to go about in a _ motor-car 
promising people who came around 
one that thev should have money 


to benefit their localities and to secure 
independence for themselves and their 
children. But some choice has to be 
made between this enormous variety of 
schemes, and there it is that the present 
system is so pre-eminently unsatisfactory. 
You have your scheme for fishing, which 
greatly concerns the prosperity of Ire- 
land; you have your arterial drainage 
schemes, and you have other schemes ; 
and I confess that I am pressed, every 
time I am in the Lobby, or when I am 
sitting in my room, by hon. Members who 
have a real knowledge of the circum- 
stances of the case, and have no personal 
or pecuniary interest in the ma ‘er what- | 
ever, coming, as in duty bound, to put! 
schemes before me, who have no pretence | 
to possess sufficient knowledge, even if 
I were acquainted with the localities, to 
determine which of them is the best to 
put before the Treasury. I am in that 
position. Howam I to make a selection ? 








So it often comes about that a scheme is 
favoured by the Treasury, not because 


Mr. Birrell. 


in Ireland. 
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it is the best, but because it has been 
presented in the best way, for one reason 
or another, to the mind of the Chief 
Secretary. That is a pre-eminently un- 
satisfactory state of things. I confess 
I think that Ireland will never have 
justice done to her material resources, 
or to the character of her people, unless 
some cure in the form of a more rational 
method of developing her resources is 
discovered than the one which at present 
exists. I feel, I confess, a very great 
difficulty as to what is the right course 
to take, where all these various schemes— 
railway, drainage and fishery schemes— 
are pressed upon me. I shall do my best. 
One thing is perfectly clear to me, and 
that is that legislation should be at once 
introduced for the purpose of making 
it easier for localities to contribute 
towards the making of new works. The 
present system is that they contribute 
towards repairs, and sometimes, I think, 
the law has been rather set on one side. 
If a little bit of pier is left, that has 
been repaired out of all existence, and 
a new work put in its place, and the local 
authority have been, therefore, unable 
to contribute. At present, under the 
law, there is a statutory difficulty in 
obtaining these contributions from local 
authorities, and we have already prepared 
a measure which my right hon. friend 
the Attorney-General will introduce in 
the course of a day or two, which will 
obviate that difficulty, and will enable 
local authorities to show their sense of 
the necessity of particular undertakings 
by being able to contribute to their 
support. By that means you will get 
some indication of the necessity of 
works, owing to the localities concerned 
being willing to contribute. Iam obliged 
to sav, with reference to England, that 
the practice here is to confine the assist- 
ance from the Treasury, for such purpose 
as piers and harbours, to one third, and 
the locality is required to find the other 
two-thirds ; therefore, in all comparisons 
between England and Ireland that fact 
should be borne in mind. I do not say 
that these should be the Irish proportions, 
for one moment; but it is desirable to 
clear out of our way the difficulties which 
exist by reason of the defect in our law, 
and to enable local authorities to sup- 
port suggestions for the good of their 
communities by being able to contribute 
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subscriptions. I will do my best for the 
reform which I have indicated, and I shall 
certainly put as much pressure on the 
Treasury as I can, though the Treasury 
is not really a reluctant Treasury, but 
there is such a variety of schemes, that 
the Treasury find it easy, from their 
very multiplicity, to avoid contributing 
to any. I wish we had some means 
whereby to make Ireland united upon 
the demands she makes, for, I be- 
lieve if that were so, they would 
be obliged to yield. If we can _ per- 
suade the Treasury to give us a good 
lump sum and, as it were, form an 
endowment fund, out of which we can 
help the work which is best suited to 
promote the real interests of Ireland, I 
think that will be the best course. Fail- 
ing this I am afraid the Chief Secretary 
must still remain the target for all the 
arrows from all parts of Ireland. We 
have had a good debate and there are 
many indications of a determination that 
the different parts of Ireland mean to 
have their full share. I think we have 
wandered a little from the Motion before 
the House. I do not think a Bill such as 
that suggested in the Resolution is really 
the best way to accomplish the purpose 
that we have at heart. I think it is 
enough that the House should recognise 
the obligation upon the British Treasury 
to contribute, so long as the present state 
of things continue, generously to all 
well-considered proposals having for their 
object the maintenance and improvement 
of the fishing industry of Ireland, and that 
any legislation that is necessary should at 
once be proceeded with to take away all 
obstacles that are at present in the way 
of local authorities contributing to the 
works they themselves desire to see 
established. So far as Arklow and the 
other places that have been mentioned 
are concerned, the money has_ been 
promised, and the work will be carried 
out at the earliest possible moment. 
There are other places also where schemes 
for piers and harbours are under considera- 
tion, and I have every reason to believe 
that the Treasury will be able to take a 
favourable view of those proposals. 
With regard to the Board of Agriculture, 
of which I am also President, we have at 
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sure that in Mr. Green we have a most 
able and competent inspector, and that 
anything he can do he always will do to 
promote the industry which he has so 
closely at heart. Though I do not pre- 
tend to regard the present position of 
affairs as anything but most unsatisfac- 
tory, and although I only hope I may 
appear on the scenes in as amiable a light 
as my predecessor, all I can say is that I 
shall do my best, both legislatively and 
by the presentation of the case to the 
Treasury, to secure further grants for an 
industry which I recognise from the 
bottom of my heart is one in which the 
best interests of Ireland are most deeply 
bound, and that no effort on my part, 
and I think I may also say on the part of 
my colleagues, will be spared in order to do 
the best we can in the circumstances to 
secure—I will not say a satisfactory 
arrangement—but at all events some 
reform in the existing state of the piers 
and harbours of Ireland. 


in Ireland. 


Mr. WALTER LONG (Dublin, 8.) : It 
is no necessary for me to keep the House 
very long, and I hope I shall say nothing 
to mar the general harmony which has 
prevailed throughout the debate this 
evening. All Irish representatives are 
agreed that although much has_ been 
done in regard to this question much 
remains to be done, and there is con- 
siderable room for improvement. I 
would like to say that if I had, in sub- 
stance, delivered the speech which has 
fallen from the Chief Secretary it would 
have been receieved very differently by 
hon. Gentlemen below the gangway, and 
the reason for the difference in the re- 
ception is to be found not in what the 
right hon. Gentleman really said, but in 
what he simply referred to by a passing 
reference. He said that he could not 
describe the remedy he should propose 
for the existing state of things. The 
right hon. Gentleman has paid an elo- 
quent and well-deserved tribute to Mr. 
Green, the fishery inspector, and every 
word he has said about him is not only 
well justified, but a great deal more 
might truly be said, because this gentle- 
man has brought almost unrivalled ex- 
perience and the most extraordinary 
zeal and devotion to the carrying out of 


our disposal £10,090 a year, and I am |his duties. When the Chief Secretary 
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has the opporiunity of going round the 
west coast of Ireland, whether by motor- 
car or by ship, he will find the most re- 
markable evidence of the good work 
that has been done there notwithstanding 
all the derision which has been poured 
upon the Office of Works, of which let 
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me assure him he is not the president. | 


I believe that the hon. Member for 
Longford once attributed the failure of 
the Office of Works to the fact that they 
had sought local advice, that it had 
always been in opposite directions, and 
that they had adopted a middle course, 
with the result that they had gone wrong. 
No doubt there is a good deal of room 
for improvement, but in the develop- 
ment of the fishing industry there is 
unquestionable proof of the good work 
which has been done by those who have 
been responsible for this branch of Irish 
industry during the last twenty years. 
But if I, when Chief Secretary, had 
suggested that even a partial remedy 
for the existing state of things was to 
be found in conferring fresh power on 
local authorities hon. Gentlemen below 
the gangway would have poured upon 
me the ridicule which they are so well 
able to pour upon those who disagree 
with them. While I do not disagree 
with the Chief Secretary’s suggestion 
that there should be amendment of the 


powers of local authorities, I wish to | 
‘rather fanciful schemes to which he has 


point out that that would not meet the 
difficulty raised in thisdebate. The real 
difficulty in Ireland is that the local 
authorities have already contributed 
the utmost the neighbourhood can afford 
to pay, or else they are so poor that 
they cannot make any contribution at 
all, however great the need may be. 
The Chief Secretary, as has been his 
invariable practice since he took office, 


excused himself on the ground that he | 


ought not to be there and that there 
should be some other way of arriving 
at a solution—some devolution of his 
authority on to the shoulders of others. 
Let the House remark the comment which 
the right hon. Gentleman himself made 
on the existing difficulties. 
in a humorous passage in his speech 
that almost every cranny along the 
coast was held to be of vital importance, 
and the one place that merited im- 
I venture to say 


mediate attention. 


that it is only by a mixture of personal | 


Mr. Walter Long. 
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inspection and by acquiring information 
from reports that the right hon. Gentle- 
man can arrive at a decision as to wher 
money can best be spent. I agree with 
one suggestion that fell from the Chief 
Secretary, namely, that there is room 
for material improvement and amend- 
ment in the system of administration in 
this direction, not by devolving these 
duties on the shoulders of others, but 
greater power for the 
Minister who after all is really respon- 
sible to this House for Irish administre- 
tion. The right hon. Gentleman told 
us that he has to go plaintively battering 
at the door of the Treasury for money, 
and that he did not know which scheme 
to recommend first. He will find that 
not only has he to go battering at the 
door of the Treasury, but that there 
are two opinions as to which is the best 
scheme—the Treasury’s opinion and the 
opinion of his own Department. Supre- 
macy in this matter should rest with 
the Minister responsible to this House 
for the Department with which he is 
connected. If he were able to decide 
upon a scheme and get the acquiescence 
of the Treasury without consideration of 
the particular way in which the money is 
to be expended, he would make a greater 
reform in the interests of Ireland, and 
do more for the material prosperity of 
Ireland than can be done by any of the 


made only a brief and passing allusion. 
The proposal, as I understand it, is for 
the amendment of the Marine Works 
Act. The right hon. Gentleman referred 
amongst others to a question with which 
I myself am connected, and if nature had 


‘not rendered it impossible for me to do 


so I should have blushed for the first time 


‘in my life at the reference made to myself 


| 


{ 


He told us| 


respect I had excelled them all. 


by the hon. Baronet the Member for 
Wexford in his speech, because I actually 
found myself compared with my _ pre- 
decessors—compared in terms which. 


'I think, were intended to convey the 


impression that in this one particular 
This, 
at all events, I can safely say, that I did 
give during the short time I was Chief 
Secretary a considerable amount ol 
attention to the particular questions 
connected with the improvement ol 


harbours. I rejoice to know that there 


‘is a chance of the work at Arklow being 
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carried out without much further delay. 
I have asked questions, and [ have had 
the greatest difficulty in understanding 
why arrangements practically arrived at 
before I left office have been so long in 
coming to completion. I believe that 
good results will follow if the right hon. 
Gentleman is able to aid in the extension | 
of the railway system to that part of the 
west coast where it is wanted. I believe 
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other day it was stated that the area of 
sea swept by the trawlers was 1,500 
square miles; and he hoped the right 
hon. Gentleman would bear this matter in 
mind and induce the Admiralty to pro- 
vide fast gunboats to protect the 
fisheries along the coast of Treland. 


Capratn CRAIG said he heartily agreed 
with the hon. Gentleman, but he wished 





he will confer greater benefit on Ireland 
in that way than by any of those schemes 
to which he has made general reference. | 
do not wish to delay the House longer. 
I only rose to point out that I believe the 
solution of these questions is not so 
difficult that it cannot be found without 
any heroic remedies. I have said more 
than once before in this House that I feel 
that it is in the direction of the develop- 
ment of these local undertakings—the 
improvement of harbours and the develop- 
ment of railways—that there will be 
found the best means of aiding Ireland, 
and making her people prosperous, and, 
I would hope, contented. 


Mr. POWER (Waterford, E.) said he 


rose to make a suggestion which would | 
coast of | 


not require legislation. The 
Ireland was 2,200 miles in length and fo1 
the protection of the fisheries against the 
depredations of trawlers they had only 
two small boats provided by the Depart 
ment. The Scottish Fisheries Board 


had their own boats for the protection | 


of the fisheries, and in addition three o1 
four, and sometimes five, vessels placed 
at their disposal by the Admiralty. The 
Irish taxpayers were contributing their 
share towards the naval expenditure, 
but they did not get any quid pro quo. 
He thought the Admiralty should provide 
some boats for the effective protection 
of the trish fisheries. The fisheries were 
being destroyed by trawlers from all 
parts. He sincerely hoped that the 
Government would take into considera- 
tion the suggestion thrown out by the 
Dutch people that all trawling should | 
be prevented within twelve miles of the 
coasts. The complaint was not peculiar | 
to Ireland. It was made with respect | 
to the Scottish fisheries as well. The 
proof of that was that the fish were | 
destroyed in such large quantities that | 
the supply was falling off. Only the | 
VOL. CLXX. [FourrH Series}. 





to discuss the question more as one 
affecting the fishing industry. After all, 
Pembroke, Portsmouth, Plymouth, Holy- 
head, Rosyth and other ports in Great 
Britain were Royal dockyards or har- 
bours, and had nothing to do with the 
fishing industry. He appealed to the 
Chief Secretary not to put all his eggs into 
one basket, but to endeavour to distribute 
\the vrants for these works around the 
| Irish coast in fair proportion ; remedying, 
as far as possible, those undertakings 
which were already established. There 
were a great many harbours which could 
be set in working order for a very small 
sum of money, and after large sums had 
already been spent a few hundreds in 
some cases would regain some of the out- 
works which had been broken down by 
the seas and strong winds. He put in a 
claim for the northern parts of Ireland 
being fairly treated. It was an anomaly 
that fishermen should have to start out 
from one part of Ireland unassisted with 
State funds to compete with fleets from 
another part of the country subsidised by 
the Government. Matters could be much 
better arranged if the Government grants 
which were made for the purpose of 
encouraging the fishing industry were 
more equitably spread around the whole 
coast. He asked the Government for 
nothing which was unfair. Many con- 
stituents of Members in the north of 
Ireland earned their livelihood in the 
fishing industry, and when they saw large 
sums of money granted in the south and 
west, they naturally looked for some 
assistance in following an honourable 
occupation. He regretted that the only 
discordant note that night should have 
been struck by the hon. Member for 
South Belfast. He thought his attack 
on the hon. Member for North Armagh 
was all the more uncalled for seeing that 
in 1905 the hon. Member for South 
Belfast divided against this particular 
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Motion when it was brought forward by 
an hon. Member below the gangway. 


And, it being Eleven of the clock, the 
debate stood adjourned. 


SUPPLY [6TH Marcu] REPORT. 

Postponed Proceeding on Question, 
“That this House doth agree with the 
Committee in the Resolution, ‘That a 
Supplementary sum, not exceeding £100, 
be granted to His Majesty, to defray the 
charge which will come in course of 
payment during the year ending on the 
31st day of March, 1907, for additional 
Expenditure in respect of the following 
Army services, viz. :— 





£ 
Vote 5. Volunteer Corps, 
Pay, Allowances, 
ete. - - - 439,000 


» 12. Miscellaneous Effec- 





tive Services - 20,000 
459,000 
Less Surpluses on 
other Votes 158,900 
100 999 
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the hon. Gentleman who has just. sat 
down is imaginary. This money, which 
represents the saving on the year's 
Estimates, will still go to the reduction 
of the National Debt, though not paid 
into the Sinking Fund. It will be used 
by the Public Works Loans Commis- 
sioners for the extinction of debt. The 
only thing that has been done is to the 
advantage of the nation. The result of 
this transfer is simply to keep the debt 
in statu quo. By taking a transfer of 
this debt, the War Office has kept it 
alive, until and unless Parliament shall 
determine to release it in favour of those 
Volunteer corps which are rendering 
good service to the country. The Public 
Works Loans Commissioners have not 
transferred their powers. In law, they 
remain the creditors, but all the powers 
are now being exercised for che benefit 
of the War Office. The Treasury have 
gone fully into the matter, and it is with 
their complete assent that the present 
course is taken—a course dictated by 
economy and the best interests of the 
Volunteer corps alike. 


Mr. RAWLINSON (Cambridge Uni- 
versity) protested against the transaction 


| as illegal and without precedent, inasmuch 


Mr. FELL, continuing his speech, | 
complained of the manner in which the 
War Office had diverted £458,000, | 
savings on votes, from the Sinking Fund 
for the reduction of the National Debt 
to other purposes, the Secretary of Stat 
having! taken that sum for the purpose 
of acquiring Volunteer drill halls. Next 
year if the Admiralty, having got the 
House to pass, say, a vote of £3,000,000 | 
for one purpose, effected a saving upon it, | 
the money might be used for another | 
purpose. He did not see how they could | 
treat the Army in one way and the Navy 
and other Departments in another. The | 
matter really affected the Chancellor of | 
the Exchequer and the Secrétary to the 
Treasury much more than it did the | 
War Office, and he thought they ought 
to know from those officials whether it 
was to be treated as a precedent in | 
future, so that any Department saving 
instead of paying the money into the 
Sinking Fund for the reduction of debt 
might appropriate it for other purposes. 


WAR (Mr. HALpAng, Haddington) : The 
grievance represented by the speech of 


Captain Craig. 


| 
THe SECRETARY or STATE The 


as it was devised without being referred 
to the House at all. The saving of 
half a million, by every constitutional 
principle, should be handed over to the 
Treasury at the end of the year, for 
the reduction of the National Debt. 
It was proposed that the money should 
be invested in loans which had already 
been made by the Public Works Loans 
Commissioners to the Volunteers. He 
submitted that there was no power for 
the War Office, or any other Department, 
to make investments in loans connected 
with any other Department, in the 
absence of statutory authority. All 
Departments had tried to get the benefit 
of economies, but such a course had 
always been resisted by the Treasury, 
who said that the money must go to the 
Sinking Fund. Every effort had been 
made to get over that hard and fast rule. 
Every legitimate, and not always legiti- 
mate, effort had been made by Depart- 
ments to get the economies of one year 
carried over to the next to the credit 
of the Department. He would with 
interest await the right hon. Gentleman’s 
reply to see whether any case was known 
where £500,000 saved by a Department 
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in one year went to the benefit of that | wards the discharge of any loan which 


Department in another. 
was to be invested in this way: The 
War Office was investing its savings in 
a loan made by the Public Works Loans 
Commissioners, and if things continued as 


This £500,000. 


they had granted, was to be turned 
over not to the National Debt Commis- 
sioners, as the right hon. Gentleman 


‘appeared to suppose, for the extinction 


at present the War Office would receive | 


for the next ten or twenty years asum of 
£28,000 a year, which would never 
appear on the Estimates, but which would 
be at the disposal of the War Office. If, 
on the other hand, the right hon. Gentle- 
man did as he proposed to do, and 
abolished the Volunteers, and did away 
with the Capitation Grant, the War Office 
would still be in the same position so far 
as the receipt of that sum was concerned 
The result of such a transaction would be 
that the right hon. Gentleman would be 
able to carry a Bill through the House 
of which the apparent cost would be 
£500,000 less than the real cost. He 
was the last person in the world to be 
out of sympathy with the War Office, 
and no one was more in favour of the 
Vote for the War Office than himself. 
At the same time it was as well that the 
House should know what it was doing, 
and he submitted that the transaction 


of the National Debt, but was to be 
paid to the receivers at the Exchequer, 
to be carried to the Consolidated Fund. 
He did not know whether the right hon. 
Gentleman had considered that fact. 
Not one farthing of the Debt was 
extinguished at all, in any shape or form. 
The right hon. Gentleman would no doubt, 
in the course of the next few weeks, come 
before the House and take great credit to 
himself for this half million of money. 
[ts withdrawal from the National Debt 
would really purchase for the War Office 
a yearly income of some £28,000 from 
the Volunteers; and the right hon. 
Gentleman would no doubt claim that 


| sum every year as an appropriation-in-aid 


now sought to be sanctioned was abso- | 


lutely without precedent. 


*Mr. BOWLES (Lambeth, Norwood) 


said the Secretary of State for War had | 


told the House that this was a proposal 
with which they ought to agree, be- 
cause although it was true that the 
£500,000 would be diverted from the old 


Sinking Fund and the extinction of Debt, | : ; 
-hon. Gentleman was really misleading, 


that it would nevertheless be applied to 
the extinction of debt through some 
other channel. 
hon. Gentleman was 
matter was extremely simple. 
Office having saved this money, it should 


The 


mistaken. 


| 


He thought the right | 


The War | 


in the ordinary way go to the old | 
Sinking Fund. The right hon. Gentle- | 
man now asked them to intercept the | 
that in cases of this kind, where illegality 


money on its way to the old Sinking 
Fund, and turn it over to the War Office. 
What was the right hon. Gentleman 


going to do with the money when he got | 


it? He was going to pay it to the Public 
Works Loans Commissioners. And | 


what were they going to do with it? 
In Section 17 of the Public Works 
Loans Act, 1875, it was laid down in the 
plainest language that every halfpenny 


of money which the Public Works Loans | 
' extinguished. 


Commissioners received, applicable to- 


| Appropriation 


on his Estimates. That was a very 
different matter from the extinction of 
the National Debt. He apprehended 
that what the right hon. Gentleman was 
asking them to do was to give him half a 
million of money, and allow him to pay 
that money through the Public Works 
Loans Commissioners into the Consoli- 
dated Fund, so as to enable him to take 
credit for £28,000 yearly on the Esti- 
mates as an appropriation-in-aid. Not 
one pennyworth of National Debt was 
extinguished by this process, which 
merely transferred another debt in its 
entirety from the Public Works Loans 
Commissioners to the War Office. He 
thought the explanation of the right 


and he hoped he would be able to state 
in what respect he considered this very 
remarkable, and he believed unpre- 
cedented operation could be in any way 
said to further the extinction of the 
National Debt. 


Mr. RUNCIMAN (Dewsbury) said 


might exist, the difficulty was got over 
by the passing of the Appropriation Act, 
which, as the hon. and learned Gentleman 
opposite knew, overrode other Acts. 
Any Act could be overridden by the 
Act, and transactions 
which were illegal without it, became 
legalised by the passage of that enact- 
ment. The hon. Member for Norwood 
held the view that no debt had been 
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Mr. RUNCIMAN said if the inter- 
pretation of the hon. Gentleman opposite 
were correct, he was quite sure that the 
consent of the Treasury would not have 


been given to the transaction. It had 
been described from various points of 


view, and there were points of view from 
which it could be made to appear very 
different. His right hon. friend had not 
put a large sum of money in his pocket ; 
he had not added to the resources of the 
War Office to the extent of £458,000. 
What had happened was that the right 
hon. Gentleman had taken over the debt 
due to Publie Works Loans Commis 
sioners, who could make use of the trans 
fer to extinguish some of the local loan 
stock or to make an issue under that fund, 
and pro funto they did reduce the public 
debt of the country. Did the hon. 
Gentleman mean to say that they were 
not guarantors for the Public Works 
Loans Fund? To that extent they had 
reduced the amount from which the 
national credit was used. What had 
happened with regard to the War Office ! 
The hon. and learned Gentleman misun- 
derstood the transaction. He appeared to 
think that the £28,000 was to disappear. 
It would not disappear ; it would appear 
every year on the Votes as an appropria- 
tion-in-aid. Next year they would have 
on the Vote £28,000, which otherwise 
would have had to come ont of their 
pockets. Ifhis right hon. friend’s scheme 
went through, it was his intention to 
cancel the debt, so far as the Volunteers 
ware concerned. The effect of the transac- 
tion was that instead of providing the 
£458,000 next year he had provided it 
this year. [Opposition cries of “ Hear, 
hear.”| Yes, that was so ; his right hon. 
friend did not ineur indebtedness, and 
then have the indebtedness hanging over 


(COMMONS} 


his shoulders for some time; he dealt. 


with it when he had the opportunity, 
and he did it in a way which left the 


national indebtedness in the same posi- | 


tion. Asa matter of fact his right hon. 


friend would not have been able to carry | 
through this transaction if he had not | 


had savings out of which to do it. 
Savings on the Army Vote, he knew, 
were rather unknown, and not’ very 


largely within the experience of the hon. | 


Gentlemen opposite. He would like to 


know what was their object in opposing | 
Was it because they | 


this transaction. 
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objected to the amount going to the Volun- 
teers? [No.”] Ah, what new found 
virtue! Let this transaction be compared 
with some transactions in times past. In 
1895-6 the surplus revenue of £4,200,000 
was set apart by right hon. Gentlemen 
opposite for what ? For the extinction of 
the National Debt? Oh, no—for Naval 
works. In 1897-8, the surplus revenue, 
amounting to £2,475,000 was set apart 
to be applied by the Treasury to Mili- 
tary works. In 1899, out of £3,678,000, 
the sum of £2,550,000 was applied to 
purposes of the Public Buildings Ex- 
penses Act, 1898. So that this new- 
found virtne came rather late in the day. 
When right hon. Gentlemen opposite 
were responsible for the finances of the 
country they used such money for 
current expenses; and now when they 
had a chance of making a small Party 
point they made this objection in order 
to throw an obstacle in the way of a 
scheme which they dare not openly 
oppose. [OPPOSITION cries of “Oh.” 
The attacks which had been made upon 
the transaction were utterly unfounded, 
heeause it left the national credit in 
just as strong a position as before, and 
at the same time facilitated the Army 
scheme which his right hon. friend had 
laid before the House. 


Mr. VICTOR CAVENDISH (Derby- 
shire, W.) said the hon. Member had 
entirely failed to appreciate the point, 
which was whether this procedure was 
legitimate in regard to a scheme which 
had only been before Parliament for a 
few days, and had not even been read 
a second time; and which, it was ad- 
mitted, that even if passed, could not be 
perfected for several sessions. While he 
was at the Treasury every effort was 
made both from a Parliamentary point 
of view and certainly from a financial 
point of view to do everything pos- 
sible to diminish, if not to destroy, 
Supplementary Estimates. The right 
hon. Gentleman had already taken means 
to finance this proposal out of sums of 
money voted by Parliament for other 
purposes. It had been always of recent 
years laid down that if there was to be 
a Supplementary Estimate at all, it ought 
to rest on some plea of urgency. Proof 
of that was to be found in the Supple- 
mentary Vote for the recent explosion at 
Woolwich, which was a perfectly justifi- 
able Vote. What was the urgency in 
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this matter ? 
anew item appearing under the Volun- 
teer Vote for the year 1907-8. That 
would have put the matter perfectly in 
order, and the House would have been 
capable of dealing with it on its merits, 
apart from the complication of a Supple- 
mentary Estimate. He still thought the 
House was entitled to have some better 
reason for the necessity and the urgency 
of the right hon. Gentleman’s financing 
himself in the manner now proposed. 
There might be reasons for the hurry, 
but the House had not been told what 
they were. The Secretary for War said 
that the money was available, and that 
this was a good way of using it. He 
did not think there was one depart- 
mental Minister who would not be de- 
lighted to welcome the precedent, but 
he hoped the House would not allow 
such a precedent to be established. 


*Mr. LEIF JONES (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) thought the criticisms made by 
hon. Gentlemen opposite were in a great 
measure justified. If hon. Members 
would read the Report of the Public 
Accounts Committee last year they 
would see that these surpluses were 
very jealously watched, and they had 
always tried to secure them for paying 
off Debt. He did not think sufficient 
reason had been given for not paying 
off some of the National Debt with this 
surplus. Instead of paying off Debt the 
War Office made an investment. Either 
they were going to get £28,000 a year 
for the investment, in which case they 
would have an appropriation - in - aid 
which would diminish the Estimates, 
or they would not get the amount stated, 
and in that case there would he no 
appropriation-in-aid, but also there would 
be no expenditure under _ this 
in Army Estimates. What was the 
objection to putting the sum on the 
year’s Estimates? He was not saying a 
word against the scheme itself. 


there was for what was now proposed. 


The House did not grudge money for , 


good schemes. The danger was of 
spending money too freely. 
cism which had been offered in regard 
to the Government action was sound, 
and the Government would do well to 
lay it to heart. This method of using 
surpluses for fresh expenditure which 
had not been sanctioned by Parliament 
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was one in which waste most readily 
occurred in public departments. The 
Government had certainly brought the 
matter before the notice of Parliament, 
and had not silently converted the 
money to their purposes, as they perhaps 
might legally have done; but he still 
thought they would have acted more 
wisely if they had placed this large sum 
on next vears Army Estimates. 


Mr. WALTER LONG : The Financial 
Secretary to the Treasury made a speech 
which, I venture to say, will be read 
with some consternation by the members 
of the Treasury. I have had many years 
experience as the head of more than one 
Department, and I can say that not only 
have the Treasury carried out with 
severity their rule in regard to the use 
of surpluses, but they have gone a great 
deal further ; they have impressed upon 
the various Departments that money 
which stood over at the end of the year 
must not only not be used by a Depart- 
ment for their own advantage, but that it 
should not even be held to the credit of 
the Department. When I have dwelt upon 
the fact that we have effected econo:nies 
which ought to be held to our credit, the 
Treasury have come down as purists in 
economy and pointed out that we could 
found no claim on that fact. The 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury in 
this case quoted what happened when 
we were in office in regard to the use of 
surpluses for certain purposes. The hon. 
Gentleman knows perfectly well that in 
regard to the redemption of the National 
Debt by automatic process there are 
two opinions held not only by Members 
on this side of the House, but by hon. 
Gentlemen opposite as well. Each of 
these opinions has its supporters and 
opponents on both sides of the House 
irrespective of Party, and when the hon. 
Gentleman tried to suggest that this 
/was a new-found virtue on our part, 
he entirely forgot that, on each of 
the occasions to which he referred, 
when money was used both for naval and 
for military purposes, the most determined 
critic of that action of ours was the late 
Sir William Harcourt. I venture to say 
/that there is not a man now sitting on 
the other side of the House who, if a 
Member then, did not cheer him and 
agree with his eriticism. Now, right hon. 
| Gentlemen are compelled by force of 
‘circumstances to defend a policy which 
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when sitting in opposition they vigorously 
condemned. All I can say is that so far 
not only has there been no defence on the 
part of the Government, but they have 
not attempted to address themselves to 
the charge which we make. The 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury says 
that we are attempting in this way to 
attack the measure in regard to Army 
re-organisation which we are’ afraid to 
attack openly. He had no right to make 
that observation, for the simple reason 
that the policy to which he refers has 
only been disclosed to us in the speech of 
the Secretary for War. Does the 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury 
expect that we should attack the whole 
policy on hearing the first explanatory 
statement of the Secretary for War ! 
We have not reached the Second Read- 
ing stage of the Bill, and I would 
respectfully suggest to the hon. Gentle- 
man, who has not had so much experience 
in these matters as some of us, that he 
had better not count his chickens before 
they are hatched, and before the Govern- 
ment has given us an opportunity of 
attacking their proposals. We are not 
attacking the application of the money 
or the scheme which the money is 
intended to assist. What we are attack- 
ing is the way in which the Goverment 
are making this departure from well- 
established practice. What we are attack- 
ing is the attempt on the part of the Gov- 
ernment to do what, if we had done it, 
they would themselves in opposition have 
denounced as unconstitutional and im- 
proper. I believe that the remarks of 
the hon. Member for Cambridge Uni- 
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versity are well founded. This is 
entirely without precedent, and the 





Government will find that in future the 
heads of Departments will rely upon 
this as a very useful precedent to enable 
them to lay their hands on money which 
otherwise would go to the reduction of 
the National Debt. When we are asked 
to look upon this as a natural proceeding, 
because, as the Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury said, if you do not reduce the 
National Debt, you will reduce the 
national indebtedness by the process he 


describes, I can only — say _ that 
that is begging the question. The 
Act of Parliament provides for the 


reduction of the National Debt ; it does 
not make provision for the reduction of 
local debt in the way here proposed, 
[Cries of “ Divide.”| I do not wonder that 
hon. Gentlemen opposite wish to divide. 
It is not the first time in the last forty- 
eight hours that the Government have 
endeavoured to show that what they said 
was black before is white to-day. They 
feel that their withers are wrung, and they 
wish to escape from the situation. They 
will find that they do not meet difficulties 
of this kind by saying “ Divide.” I 
believe that the course taken by the 


Government will form a very grave 
precedent, and that it will lead to 


difficulties both for themselves and their 
successors. 


Question put. 


208 ; 


The 
Noes, 51. 


House divided :—Ayes 
(Division List No. 42.) 


AYES. 


Abraham, Wiliam (Cork, N.E.) 
Abraham, William (Rhondda) 
Acland, Francis Dyke 
Agnew, George William 
Ainsworth, John Stirling 

Allen, A. Acland (Christchurch) 
Armitage, R. 

Astbury, John Meir 

Baker, Sir John (Portsmouth) 
Baker, Joseph A. (Finsbury, E. 
Balfour, Robert (Lanark) 
Barker, John 

Barran, Rowland Hirst 

Barry, E. (Cork, 8.) 

Beale, W. P. 

Bellairs, Carlyon 

Benn, SirJ Williams( Devonp’rt) 
Benn, W. (T’wrHamlets,S.Geo. 
Berridge, T. H. D. 

Bertram, Julius 

Birrell, Rt. Hon. Augustine 


Mr. Walter Long. 


Boland, John 


Brace, William 


Clough, William 


Black, Arthur W. 
Bowerman, C.W. 


Br .msdon, T. A. 
Brooke, Stopford 
Brunner, J.F.L. 
Bryce, J. Annan 
Buchanan, Thomas Ryburn 
Burke, E. Haviland- 

Burns, Rt. Hon. John 
Burnyeat,W. J. D. 

Buxton, Rt. Hn. Sydney Chas. 
Byles, William Pollard 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. 

Causton, Rt. Hn. Richard K. 
Cawley, Sir Frederick 
Cheetham, John Frederick 
Cherry, Rt. Hon. 


Cobbold, Felix Thornley 
Cogan, Denis J. 

Cooper, (. J. 

Corbett,C. H(Sussex,E.Grinst’d 
Cornwall, Sir Edwin A. 

Cory, Clifford John 

Cotton, Sir H. J. S. 

Cowan, W. H. 

Cremer, William Randa] 
Crooks, William 

Crossley, William J. 

Cullina 1, J. 

D Imeny, Lord 

Davie :, David (MontgomeryCo. 
Davies, Ellis William (Eifion) 
Davies, Timothy (Fulham) 
Davies, W. Howell ( Bristol, 5.) 
Dolan, Charles Joseph 

Duffy, William J. 

Dunn, A. Edward (Camborne 


(Lanes, Leigh) 








R. R. 





_ Coats, Sir T. Glen (Renfrew, W. | Edwards, Clement (Denbigh) 
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Edwards, Enoch (Hanley) 
Elibank, Master of 

Eve, Harry Trelawney 

Everett, R. Lacey 

Farrell, James Patrick 
Fenwick, Charles 

Ferens, T. R. 

Findlay, Alexander 

Flavin, Michael Joseph 

Fuller, John Michael F. 
Gardner, Col. Alan (Hereford,S 
Gladstone, Rt.Hn.HerbertJohn 
Gooch, George Peabody 

Grant, Corrie 

Greenwood, G. (Peterborough) 
Guiland, John W. 

Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton 
Haldane, Rt. Hon. Richard B. 
Hall, Frederick 

Halpin, J. 

Hardy, George A. (Suffolk) 
Harvey, A. G. C. (Rochdale) 
Harvey, W. E.(Derbyshire, NE. 
Haslam, Lewis (Monmouth) 
Haworth, Arthur A. 

Hayden, John Patrick 

Hazel, Dr. A. E. 

Hedges, A. Paget 

Hemmerde, Edward George 
Henry, Charles S. 





Higham, John Sharp 
Hobart, Sir Robert 
Hobhouse, Charles E. H. 
Hogan, Michael 

Idris, 'T’. H. W. 

Jenkins, J. 

Johnson, John (Gateshead) 
Kelley, George D. 
Kennedy, Vincent Paul 
Kilbride, Denis 

Laidlaw, Robert 

Lamont, Norman 
Lehmann, R. C. 

Lever, A. Levy (Essex, Harwich 
Levy, Maurice 

Lewis, John Herbert 

Lough, Thomas 

Lyell, Charles Henry 
Lynch, H. B. 

Maclean, Donald 


Anson, Sir William Reynell 
Balearres, Lord 

Banner, John S. Harmood- 
Barnes, G. N. 

Barrie, H. 'T. (Londonderry, N.) 
Bowles, G. Stewart 

Butcher, Samuel Henry 

Carlile, E. Hildred 

Cavendish, Rt.Hn. Victor C.W. 
Corbett, A. Cameron (Glasgow) 
Corbett, T. L. (Down, North) 
Courthope, G. Loyd 

Craig, Captain Jas. (Down, E.) 
Dalrymple, Viscount 

Douglas, Rt. Hn. A. Akers- 
Duncan, C. (Barrow-in-Furness | 
Fell, Arthur 

Finch, Rt. Hon. George H. 
Forster, Henry William 
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MacNeill, John Gordon Swift 
MacVeigh, Chas. (Donegal, E.) | 
M‘Callum, John M. 

M‘Hugh, Patrick A. 

M‘Kenna, Rt. Hon. Reginald 
M‘Killop, W. 

M‘Laren, H. D. (Stafford, W.) 
M‘Micking, Major G. 

Mallet, Charles E. 

Manfield, Harry (Northants) 
Marks,G. Croydon (Launceston 
Massie, J. 

Meehan, Patrick A. 

Micklem, Nathaniel 

Montagu, E.'S. 

Mooney, J. J. 

Morrell, Philip 

Morse, L. L. 

Morton, Alpheus Cleophas 
Murphy, John 

Murray, James 

Nicholls, George 

Nicholson, Chas. N. (Doncaster 
Nolan, Joseph 

Norton, Captain Cecil William 
Nuttall, Harry 

O’Brien, K. (Tipperary, Mid.) 
O’Brien, Patrick (Kilkenny) 
O’Connor, John (Kildare, N.) 
0’ Doherty, Philip 

0’ Donnell, T. (Kerry, W.) 

O’ Dowd, John 

O’ Kelly, Jas. (Roscommon,N.) | 
O'Malley, William 

Parker, James (Halifax) 
Pollard, Dr. 

Power, Patrick Joseph 

Price, C.E. (Edinb’gh, Central) 
Priestley, W. E.B.( Bradford, E. 


| Radford, G. H. 


Rainy, A. Rolland 

Raphacl, Herbert H. 

Reddy, M. 

Redmond, John E. (Waterford) 
Rendall, Athelstan 

Renton, Major Leslie 

Richards, Thomas (W.Monm’th 
Richardson, A. 

Rickett, J. Compton 

Roberts, Chas. H. (Lincoln) 


NOES. 


Gibbs, G. A. (Bristol, West) 

Gill, A. H. 

Glover, Thomas 

Goddard, Daniel Ford 

Gordon, J. (Londonderry, 5.) 
Hamilton, Marquess of 
Henderson, Arthur (Durham) 
Hunt, Rowland 

Jones, Leif (Appleby) 

King, Al fred John (Knutsford) 
Lockwood, Rt. Hn. Lt.-Col. A. R 
Long, Rt. Hn. Walter (Dublin,S. 
Macdonald, J. R. (Leicester) 
Moore, William 

Nield, Herbert 
O’Grady, J. | 
Pease, Herb. Pike (Darlington) | 
Pirie, Duncan V. 


' Randles, Sir John Scurrah 
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| Robertson, SirGScott( Bradf’rd 


Robertson, J. M. (Tyneside) 
tobinson, S. 
Robson, Sir William Snowdon 


| Roche, John (Galway, East) 


Roe, Sir Thomas 

Rose, Charles Day 

Rowlands, J. 

Runciman, Walter 

Samuel, Herb. L. (Cleveland) 
Scott, A.H.(AshtonunderLyne) 
Shaw, Rt. Hn. T. (Hawick B.) 
Sherwell, Arthur James 
Silecock, Thomas Ball 


| Simon, John Allsebrook 


Smeaton, Donald Mackenzie 
Smyth, Thos. F. (Leitrim, 8.) 
Spicer, Sir Albert 

Straus, B.S. (Mile End) 
Strauss, E. A. (Abingdon) 
Summerbell, T. 

Sutherland, J.E. 

Taylor, Austin (East Toxteth) 
Taylor, John W. (Durham) 
Taylor, Theodore C. (Radcliffe) 
Thompson,J.W.H.(Somerset, E 
Tomkinson, James 

Toulmin, George 

Verney, F. W. 

Wadsworth, J. 

Ward, John (StokeuponTrent) 
Waring, Walter 

Wason, Eugene (Clackmannan) 


| White, George (Norfolk) 


White, Luke (York, E.R.) 
White, Patrick (Meath, North) 
Whitehead, Rowland 

Whitley, John Henry (Halifax) 
Whittaker, Sir Thomas Palmer 
Williams, J. (Glamorgan) 
Williams, Osmond (Merioneth) 
Williamson, A. 

Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.) 
Wilson,.J.W.(Worcestershire,N. 
Wilson, P. W. (St. Pancras, 8.) 
Winfrey, R. 


TELLERS FOR THE AYES—Mr. 
Whiteley and Mr. J. A. 


Pease. 


Richards, T. F. (Wolverh’m’t’n 
Roberts, G. H. (Norwich) 
Rothschild, Hon. Lionel Walter 
Seddon, J. 

Shackleton, David James 


| Starkey, John R. 
| Thomson, W. Mitchell-( Lanark) 


Thornton, Perey M. 


| Walker, Col. W. H. (Lancashire 


Walrond, Hon. Lionel 
Walsh, Stephen 
Wilson, W. T. (Westhoughton) 


Younger, George 


TELLERS FOR THE NoErs—Sir 


Frederick Banbury and Mr. 
tawlinson. 
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Adjournment 
WAYS AND MEANS. 
Considered in Committee. 


(In the Committee.) 


1. Resolved, That, towards making 
good the Supply granted to His Majesty 
for the service of the year ending on the 
31st day of March, 1907, the sum of 
£71,715 be granted ont of the Consoli- 
dated Fund of the United Kingdom. 


2. Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“ That, towards making good the Supply 
granted to His Majesty for the service of 
the year ending on the 3lst day of! 
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March, 1908, the sum of £38,114,700 he 
granted out of the Consolidated Fund 
of the United Kingdom.” 


Question put, and agreed to. 


Resolutions to be reported to-morrow, 
Committee to sit again to-morrow. 


And, it being after half-past Eleven of 
the clock on Tuesday evening Mr. Speaker 
adjourned the House without Question 
put, pursuant to the Standing Order. 


Adjourned at two minutes 
after Twelve o'clock. 


[APPENDICE 
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APPENDIX I. 


MEMORANDUM OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE RELATING TO 
THE ARMY ESTIMATES FOR 1907-08. 





TOTAL ESTIMATES. 


The sum which Parliament is asked to vote for Army Services in 1907-08 compares 
with the total of the Estimates for 1906-7 as follows :— 


£ 
1906-07 gi wk Bes =% es as .. 29,796,000 
1907-08 my ee, Ls - - at .. 27,760,000 
Decrease .. Ng ea ss ys .. 2,036,000 





This decrease, however, does not represent the total of the savings that have been 
effected, as it has again been necessary to find money to meet the automatic growth 
of certain charges, viz. :— 


£ 
Amount by which the Estimates of 1906-07 were reduced, 
owing to the depletion of the Regular Infantry in that 
year ae us us 90,000 
Increased cost of Army Reserve mn . 141,000 
Increased charge for stores and clothing, due to the reduc- 
tion of the surplus stocks available from the South 
African War e ae a a Lf, .. 187,000 
Increased cost-of the Militia (including Reserve) .. .. 935,000 
Increase of the Vote for Works, owing to closing of loan 
expenditure Me ir eh 42,000 
Increased charge for service of loans oi - .. 41,000 
Increased charge for pensions ne wa a .. 38,000 
Total “is ee ar iP: = .. 574,000 





The reductions effected thus amount in total to some 2,600,0001. 

This figure includes a decrease of 699,000/. in the amount provided for the Re-arma- 
ment of the Horse and Field Artillery with quick-firing guns. The progress of ex- 
penditure on this scheme has been more rapid than was originally anticipated ; and 
the sum of 488,0001. to be voted in 1907-08 will complete the equipment of the Artil- 
lery with these guns. The total cost will have been 3,116,000. 


The total reduction in the Estimates would have been still larger but for the fact 
that a reduction of etablishments does not at once produce a saving equal to the whole 
cost of the officers and men reduced. They cannot be summarily struck off the books, 
but must be allowed to finish their engagements ; nor can all share of promotion be 
denied to them. The reduction of actual strength must be effected by taking fewer 
cadets and fewer recruits; but here again the stoppage cannot be made abruptly. 
Everything practicable has been done during the year 1906-07 to bring the actual 
strength of the Army to the level of its new establishment, but provision has to be 
made in the Estimates of 1907-08 for considerable numbers of supernumeraries: 
Recruiting as a whole continues to be good, and one result of this has been that the 
depletion of Line Infantry battalions at home, due to the efflux of three years men to 
the Reserve, is rapidly disappearing. 
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Loan EXPENDITURE. 


Besides the reduction of the Estimates, the restriction of expenditure of borrowed 
money calls for notice. In the ten years from 1896-97 to 1905-06, the total amount 
spent under Army Loans was 15,754,000/., an average of 1,575,000/. a year. It was 
decided early in 1906 not to exhaust our borrowing powers under existing Acts, but 
to wind up the Military Works Loan as soon as certain indispensable services had 
been finished. The expenditure in 1906-07 will amount to some 650,000/. and in 
1907-08 probably to a similar sum. 


GROWTH OF ARMY EXPENDITURE, 1896-1907. 

During 1905-06 and 1906-07, the Estimates of which years were of practically the 
same total, the peace expenditure of the Army may be said to have reached high-water 
mark ; and I have been at some pains to analyse the causes of the great growth which 
took place between the years 1896-97 and 1906-07. In that period the Estimates, 
for peace services only, increased by 11,741,0001., of which 11,231,000/. was for 
effective services, and 510,000]. for pensions. 


JROWTH OF PENSIONS. 


This growth of the pension charges is of course largely due to the South African war, 
hut by no means entirely so. Increases in the numbers of the Army and in scales of 
pension take many vears before they produce their full effect on the non-effective 
votes ; and, in regard to officers especially, the pensions now being paid pertain to a 
period when the Army was much smaller than at present. There is a further growth 
of 38,000/. in the non-effective votes this year, which now account for no less than 
3,596,000/. out of the total Estimate of 27,760,000. ; and unfortunately there is every 
prospect of this growth continuing for some years to come. 


Cost oF PERSONNEL. 

Of the 11,231,000/. by which the Estimates for effective services in 1906-07 ex- 
ceeded those for 1896-97, 9,301,000/. was due to the increased cost of personnel. 
After allowing for the increases on Medical Services (402,000/.), Army Reserve 
(405,000/.), Staff Departmental Services and Schools of Instruction (842,000/.), Militia 
(487,000/.), Yeomanry (424,000/.) and Volunteers (625,0001.),* there remains 5,916,000/. 
as the increased cost of the Regimental units of the Regular Army. Of this sum, 
3,300,0001. represents the cost of 1,660 officers and 41,800 men added to the Army ; 
while the numbers existing in 1896-97 cost more by 2,616,000/. in 1906-07 than in 
the earlier year, the increase per head being about 231. for officers and 17/. 7s. 6d. for 
men. Among the causes of these increases may be mentioned the additions made 
to the more expensive corps (Artillery, Engineers, Foot Guards, &c.), the larger force 
maintained at the most expensive station (South Africa), and the better scale of 
barrack accommodation, &c., now provided. But besides these causes, which apply 
to both officers and men, the average cash payments to the individual soldier have 
been increased, by the grant of messing allowance, kit allowance, and service pay, 
to the extent of some 101. a year, after allowing for the abolition of deferred pay. The 
question of the soldier’s emoluments is further dealt with below, under the head of 
Service and Proficiency Pay. Meanwhile, it may be mentioned that a sum of 49,000. 
is included in the Estimates of 1907-08 for the provision of better furniture for married 
soldiers’ quarters; for the furnishing of separate dining rooms for the rank and file 
in barracks where the necessary space can be found, and of rooms for the use of the 
Army Temperance Association ; and for improving the furniture of serjeants’ messes. 
In the years 1902-03 to 1906-07 a total sum of 135,000/. was provided for similar 
purposes. 

* Owing to an alteration in the date of }a me ct of Capitation allowances amounting to 
200,0002. in 1896, the sum actually vote. fo. the Volunteers in 1896-97 was less by 825,000/. 
than in 1906-07. 
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On the other hand, the pay of regimental officers has remained practically 
unchanged. The lieutenant-colonels commanding regiments of Cavalry and bat- 
talions of Infantry, with their heavy responsibility and the many calls to which they 
are exposed, are badly paid as compared with the officers serving under them; and 
I hope to be in a position to effect some improvement in the pay of these and possibly 
other lieutenant-colonels in the coming year. 


CHARGES OTHER THAN PERSONNEL. 


The chief factors of the increase of 1,930,000/. under this head were the growth 
of Loan annuities (894,000/.), the larger numbers of horses maiatained (544,000/.) 
and the increased charge for warlike stores arising from the special provision in 1906-07 
of 1,187,000/. for new Horse and Field Artillery equipments. 


1907-08 compaRED WITH 1906-07. 
Without entering upon an exhaustive analysis of the Estimates of 1907-08 on the 
above lines, the savings of 2,036,000/. in those Estimates may be allocated approxi- 
mately as follows :— 


Reductions in cost of personnel :— 
] 





£ £ 
Regulars es is ets Se 980,000 
Colonial and Channel Islands Militia 5,000 
Yeomanry wi oe - i” 17,000 
Volunteers * dis 4 a 125,000 
1,127,000 
Less increased cost of Army Reserve .. 141,000 
* " Militia .. .. 35,000 
provision for Reserve Officers .. .. 60,000 
226,000 
Net reduction, personnel .. 901,000 
Reductions in armaments, stores, clothing, 
and miscellaneous service a = 960,000 
Reductions in horses = - “ 296,000 
2,157,000 
Less increases :— 
Works services .. oe ith .- 42,000 
Loan annuities .. a ane .. 41,000 
Pensions ou ty 4 .. 38,000 
—_———- 121,000 
Net reduction Ee > £2,036,000 





Srarr, COMBATANTS AND DEPARTMENTAL SERVICES. 


The total effective charge for personnel of the Regular Army (excluding the War 
Office and the Army Reserve) in 1907-08 is 15,261,000/., of which 400,000/. is for 
Staff, 12,391,0001. for Cavalry, Artillery, Engineers and Infantry, and 2,470,000. 
for Medical and Departmental Services (including Labour Establishments). 


3K 2 3 
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ESTABLISHMENTS OF THE REGULAR ARMY. 


The establishments of the several arms of the Regular Army have been subjected 
to a methodical examination, special attention having been directed to the two chief 
determining factors, viz., the Colonial and Indian garrisons to be maintained in peace, 
and the force which can be put into the field in an organised form. 


FIELD Force, 


An Order was published in January last providing for the reorganisation of the 
Home part of the Regular Army. The basis adopted was simply that of taking the 
number of combatant units actually in existence at Home and necessary for the 
maintenance of the Colonial and Indian garrisons, and organising these units into a 
force containing a due proportion of all arms; the size of the Field Force thus being 
limited by the establishment which it is necessary to preserve in order to find drafts 
and reliefs for the force abroad. 


The Army at Home, so organised, will furnish a Cavalry Division of four Brigades, 
six Infantry Divisions of three Brigades each, and a complement of Army troops and 
troops for lines of communication. The Divisions have been arranged on a larger 
scale of three Brigades in order to make them correspond with the organisation of 
the British Army in India. To make the new organisation possible, it has been 
necessary carefully to consider what parts of the existing organisation were defective. 
It was found that, owing to the deficiency in administratve elements, such as 
Ammunition Columns, Army Service Corps, and Army Medical Corps, it would be, 
as things at present stand, impossible to mobilise as a fully organised. force much 
more than half of the existing combatant units. With a view, among other things, 
to making possible the provision of these deficiencies reductions have been made in 
Regular combatant establishments, surplus to what is required for the organisation 
of their six Divisions, amounting to about 16,000 men. 


Of the ninety-nine batteries of Field Artillery now at Home, only sixty-six are 
required for the mobilisation of the six Divisions; though of these, owing to the 
present deficiency of reservists to complete ammunition columns, onlv forty-two can 
ba mobilised. The thirty-three surplus batteries it is proposed to form into training 
brigades which will train men on a non-Regular basis, to bring the personnel of the 
Artillery up to its full requirements, including the ammunition columns now lacking. 


No reduction, however, of the establishments of the Regular Artillery can properly 
be made until personnel, trained on a non-Regular basis to the requisite extent, is 
ready to fill the gap. All the battery establishments of Horse and Field Artillery 
consequently remain for the present unchanged; certain economies wholly uncon- 
nected with this question have, however, been effected in the establishments of 
Artillery depots. 


Of the other troops surplus to the requirements of the new organisation, two 
battalions of Foot Guards have been dispensed with, and disbandment has been 
ordered. One has already ceased to exist, but the other, the 3rd Battalion Coldstream 
Guards, is usefully employed in temporarily strengthening the British Force in 
Egypt. The necessity of finding, with due regard to economy, the money necessary 
for making good the deficient elements in the new force renders it impossible to main- 
tain units of any arm in excess of its due proportion. 


Eight battalions of the Line have been reduced f:om the Colonial Establishment 
as described below, but as the Home battalions perform the vital function of pro- 
viding drafts for battalions abroad, no more could be dispensed with while the force 
abroad remains at its present establishment. 
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Steps are being taken to make good the considerable deficiencies which, as already 
stated, exist in administrative troops, such as medical, transport, and other depart- 
mental services. It would, however, be both extravagant and unnecessary to vive 
all the personnel of these services the costly training of the British regular soldier. 
Careful investigation is in progress as to what proportion of this personnel is required 
at the beginning of the campaign to consist of fully-trained Regulars, and what pro- 
portion may be civilians specially trained for a sufficient period. The necessary plans 
for providing this non-Regular personnel, or Special Service Division, and giving it 
the necessary training, are being closely worked out. 


COLONIAL GARRISONS. 
Infantry. 


The consideration by the Committee of Imperial Defence of the garrisons maintained 
at Colonial stations has enabled the Army Council to make the withdrawal above 
referred to of eight battalions of British Infantry—four from South Africa, two from 
Malta, one from Gibraltar, and one from Ceylon, which will be replaced by a Native 
battalion. 


On the other hand, the establishment of all battalions remaining in the Colonies 
has been raised from 766 to 840 rank and file. This increase in the strength of the 
ten battalions remaining in South Africa, together with the addition of a fifth Cavalry 
regiment there, very largely compensates for the reduction made. The result of these 
changes is to reduce the number of Line battalions abroad (including India) from 
eighty-five to seventy-seven, so that if the present total number of 156 Line battalions 
were maintained, we should have for the first time since the Cardwell system was 
established a majority (79) at Home. But these eight battalions are not required 
for the Field Force ; their disbandment leaves us with only the manageable number 
of three two-battalion regiments with both battalions abroad, as against seven in the 
establishments of 1906-7, and under present conditions the Government considers 
that their retention on the Home establishment would not have been justified. The 
realisation of the Cardwell ideal of equal numbers at Home and abroad, thus brought 
within reasonable distance, may not be long delayed. 


It has also been found possible to remove two Native Indian battalions from 
Mauritius, one going to Ceylon to replace the British battalion withdrawn, and one 
returning to India, where it is no longer a charge upon Army Votes ; and to disband 
the Chinese Regiment. 


Garrison Artillery. 


A joint Naval and Military Committee, under the presidency of General Sir J. F. 
Owen, after completing an examination of the fixed coast defences at Home stations, 
undertook a tour of inspection to examine into the armaments of our Coaling stations. 
Their recommendations have Jed to considerable reductions in Garrison Artillery 
establishments at Home and abroad ; but the proposed changes have not yet all been 
fully worked out. 


EstTABLISHMENTS AND TERMS OF SERVICE. 


The number of units of each arm to be maintained on the Home establishment 
having been fixed, the question of the peace establishment to be assigned to each 
unit remains. This and the closely allied question of the length of the soldier’s service 
with the Colours and in the Reserve form a subject of considerable complexity, requir- 
ing for its proper treatment much careful calculation and study of several factors, 
among which may be mentioned the proportion of the strength of each arm abroad 
to that at Home, the drafts necessary and the organisation for finding them, the possi- 
bilities of recruiting, the regular reservists required on mobilisation and to make good 
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waste in the field, the length of service necessary to make an efficient soldier of the 
several arms, the strength necessary for a unit in peace for training purposes, &c. 
This investigation is not yet complete for all arms of the Service, but much has been 
done towards putting this part of the subject on a scientific and, it may be hoped, a 
permanent basis. The following have been fixed as the periods of Colour service 
for the principal arms :-— 


Cavalry and Infantry ... .. 7 years (with 5 in Reserve) ; 
Horse and Field Artillery .. .. 6 years (with 6 in Reserve) ; 
Garrison Artillery ‘im .. 8 years (with 4 in Reserve) ; 


with power to retain a man for such portion of an additional year with the Colours 
as may be necessary, if he be abroad on completing his term of Colour Service. 


Notwithstanding the return to the shorter period of Colour service for Infantry of 
the Line, and the consequent eventual increase in the Indian and Colonial drafts, the 
Army Council are satistied that the establishment of each Home battalion admits of 
being reduced from 750 to 720 rank and file. 


Cavalry. 


The Cavalry organisation represented in the Estimates of 1905-06, and provisionally 
continued in those of 1906-07, depended upon the formation of two large depots for 
supplying drafts to regiments abroad. The buildings and training grounds necessary 
for these depots do not exist, and it has been decided to omit them from the establish- 
ments of 1907-98, maintaining the regiments at Home at an establishment which 
will enable them to find drafts for those abroad. The details of the Cava'ry organisa- 
tion are, however, not yet fully settled. 


GENERAL STAFF. 


An Army Order was issued in September last, creating a General Staff for the 
Army, thus completing the reform begun, under my predecessor, by the creation of a 
Department of the Chief of the General Staff in the War Office itself. 


MEDITERRANEAN COMMANDS. 


For many years the Commanders-in-Chief at Malta and Gibraltar have also been 
charged with the responsibilities of the civil government of those Colonies; and it 
has been necessary to provide a complete staff, general, administrative and personal, 
on a liberal scale at each station. At the same time these two commands, as well 
as the third Mediterranean command of Egypt, have been entirely independent of 
one another, without any provision for co-ordination except through the War Office 
itself. In view of the progress made with decentralisation from the War Office, it 
has been decided to appoint a purely military Commander-in-Chief, with no civil 
duties, for the Mediterranean as a whole, to be stationed at Malta. No increase in 
cost of any kind will result from the new arrangements. 


SERVICE AND PROFICIENCY PAY. 


An alteration of some importance has been effected in the rules under which the 
soldier draws his pay. Under the scheme of general three years’ enlistments it was 
necessary to hold out a substantial inducement to the soldier to extend his service 
with the Colours to eight years, in order to supply drafts to India and other garrisons 
abroad ; and this inducement took the form of “* service pay” at rates varying from 
4d. to 7d. per day, payable to men of two years service and upwards who so extended. 
I his service pay, however, which was costing the country over a million a year, failed 
to induce men to extend in the requisite numbers, and for some time grave difficulty 
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was experienced in supplying India with drafts. The general three years’ term of 
enlistment having consequently been abandoned, and the main principle of the 
system of service pay, viz., payment for length of service, having therewith disappeared. 
it became necessary to reconsider the general question of the soldier’s emoluments. 


It appeared, in the course of enquiry, that the giving of extra pay merely for ex- 
tension of service, without any qualifying standard of military efficiency, threatened 
to militate seriously against the efficiency of the Army. Men no longer found it 
worth their while to qualify as signallers or other specialists or even, in some cases, 
to take up,the duties and responsibilities of non-commissioned officers. On the advice 
of the Army Council, and in accordance with the recommendations of a predominantly 
military committee, an important change has been made. Subject to the vested 
rights of individuals in the Service at the time the change took effect, extra pay will 
no longer be given for mere length of Colour service; but men of over two years 
service will be eligible for Proficiency Pay, at rates of 3d. or 6d. a day, each rate 
being given only for the attainment and maintenance of a defined standard of skill 
in musketry, signalling or some other branch of military proficiency, together with a 
3rd Class Certificate of general education. This proficiency pay will not be given 
in specialised corps such as the Royal Engineers and Army Service Corps, the men 
of which already draw, in addition to their regimental pay, varying rates of “ corps ” 
or other special pay according to their skill in their own special duties. Various 
minor restrictions formerly adhering to the grant both of service pay and of the messing 
allowance of 3d. a day, have at the same time been withdrawn. . 


The general result of these changes, as individuals with vested rights pass out of 
the Army, will be in course of time to produce a substantial saving on the Pay Vote. 
As money becomes available from, this source, it is intended to give the soldier, from 
the date of enlistment, the messing allowance of 3d. a-day additional to his pay, which 
he at present receives only after 6 months’ service. , 


MEDICAL SERVICES. 


The principles of sanitation are being steadily inculcated in the Army by means 
of a School of Army Sanitation at Aldershot for combatant officers and men, and 
for non-commissioned officers and men of the Royal Army Medical Corps, by the 
compulsory examination of all officers in hygiene, the distribution of literature, and 
the delivery of lectures by officers of the Royal Army Medical Corps. By these 
means, and by the institution of sections of specially trained men to look to the sanitary 
affairs of units in the field, it is confidently hoped to reduce the proportion of sick in 
future campaigns. 

AUXILIARY FORCES. 


A careful survey has been made of the condition of the Auxiliary Forces. Investi- 
gation has shown that it is beyond question that the existing organization of these 
forces is such as to make it impossible to use them with full advantage to the nation, 


Proposals for the reorganization of the Auxiliary Forces, by which it is hoped to 
adapt them to our military requirements, will be laid before Parliament in due course. 
It will, however, be impossible to put these proposals into effect during 1907-08 ; 
and accordingly no provision for them appears in these Estimates. A Supplementary 
Estimate will be presented for the year 1906-07 to provide the sum necessary to 
enable the War Office to take over from the Public Works Loan Board the mortgages 
secured on Volunteer drill halls and other property of the corps, which are held by 
that body. The charge will be met out of savings on the Army Votes of 1906-07 ; 
and the effect on the Estimates of 1907-08 will be to reduce them by the amount 
(about 28,0001.) repaid in the usual course as interest and sinking fund for these loans. 
In the event of the new scheme receiving the sanction of Parliament, and of the War 
Office taking over the existing secured debts of Volunteer corps, the operation will 
in this way be greatly facilitated. 
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MILITIA. 


The numbers of the Militia fell from 98,812 on Ist January, 1906, to 97,632 on 
lst January, 1907. This is partly due to the recruiting and re-engagement for the 
Militia Submarine Miners having been stopped in view of the transfer of their duties to 
the Navy. 

The experiment referred to in my Memorandum for 1906-07, by which the recruits 
of 20 selected battalions drill for 6 months on enlistment instead of 63 days, has at- 
tracted recruits to these battalions in large numbers, and during the coming summer 
the selected battalions will undergo a lengthened training of 6 weeks instead of 27 
days. The results of this interesting experiment, which necessitates an increase in 
the Militia Vote, will continue to be carefully watched. 


VOLUNTEERS. 


The strength of the Volunteers on Ist January, 1907, was 248,416, as compared 
with 241,708 on Ist January, 1906, an increase of 6,708. 5,343 less attended camp, 
but on the other hand there was an increase in the number of efficients of 10,693. 


The special Field Army Brigades have ceased to exist; but in their place forty- 
four brigades of Infantry Volunteers have been established, with permanent Briga- 
diers and Brigade-Majors. The whole of the Volunteer Infantry are thus under their 
own Brigadiers for all purposes throughout the year. 


SHORT RIFLE. 

The output of short rifles has been satisfactory, and more than suffices to re-arm 
the whole of the Regular Forces, including reservists. The Cavalry have all been 
re-armed, also the Infantry at home, and certain other units. Issues to Infantry 
abroad are being made as rapidly as possible, and will shortly be completed. 

The programme for 1907-8 is sufficient to provide reserve arms for the whole of 
the Regular troops. 


A modified long rifle, suitable for charger loading, has been approved for the Volun- 
teers, and the conversion of existing long rifles, will begin in 1907-08. 


RE-ARMAMENT OF HORSE AND FIELD ARTILLERY. 


The progress contemplated in the original programme has been more than realized. 
The supplies demanded by India have been completed and issued ; the re-armament 
of the batteries in the Field Army and in South Africa is completed. Of the training 
batteries, some are completely equipped, and the remainder are being provided with 
sufficient guns for training and will, it is anticipated, be completed before the coming 
practice season. 

Good progress has been made towards the selection of an improved pattern of 
Field howitzer ; and provision is made in these Estimates for the commencement 
of manufacture, so that the re-armament of the howitzer batteries may be actively 
proceeded with in 1908-09. 


SUPPLY OF OFFICERS. 
SANDHURST. 


It is recognised as desirable that cadets should remain at Sandhurst for two years 
before joining their regiments; but the present accommodation there is so limited 
that in order to supply the numbers of officers now required by the British and Indian 
Armies it has been found necessary to reduce the course to one year. As a make- 
shift, an extra class of Sandhurst cadets is at present accommodated at the Royal 
Military Academy, Woolwich, where rooms are temporarily available ; but the enlarge- 
ment of Sandhurst is a pressing necessity, and funds for the purpose have been set 
aside out of the limited sum remaining available under the Military Works Loan. 


8 





dit 
pre 
th 


1S 


sit 
thé 
the 
Vo 


Sck 
me 
tau 
Th 
fro 


on 
he 


ts 
t- 
er 
7 


Dy 


ir 


u 
nh 





APPENDIX I.” 


RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 


Large numbers of officers of all arms are required on the outbreak of war, in ad- 
dition to those employed with the Regular Army in peace. As matters stand at 
present, these cannot be found from the Militia and Volunteers, these forces being 
themselves seriously short of officers. The question of supplying these requirements 
is one of considerable difficulty, and has been engaging the attention of the Army 
Council for some time past. A Committee including representatives of the Univer- 
sities and Public Schools is now sitting at the War Office, and it is confidently hoped 
that, as a result of its deliberations, practical steps may shortly be taken to begin 
the formation of this most necessary reserve. A sum of 50,0001. has been provided in 
Vote 1 for expenditure on this service in 1907-08. 


ADMINISTRATIVE TRAINING OF OFFICERS. 

A new course of training for Army officers has been inaugurated at the London 
School of Economics. It is specially designed to train officers in business and com- 
mercial methods, in order to fit them for administrative posts. The subjects to be 
taught include Accounting, Commercial Law, Carriage by land and sea, Economic 
Theory, Economic Geography, and Statistical Method, all of which will be treated 
from the point of view of Army requirements. 


R. B. HALDANE. 
18th February, 1907. 
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STATEMENT EXPLANATORY OF THE NAVY ESTIMATES, 1907-1908. 





~ The Estimates presented to Parliament show a reduction of 1,000 men, from 129,000 
in 1906-1907 to 128,000 in 1907-1908, and, as I explain below, a reduction of 
1,427,0911., from 31,869,500/. to 30,442,409/. 


The Vote for Works must be dealt with separately in the consideration of this 
vear’s Estimates, because a new policy has been adopted with regard to them. It 
has been resolved that there shall be no more Loan Bills to complete the large Works 
authorised under the series of Works Loan Acts ending in 1905, but that an expendi- 
ture under the heads there detailed shall be charged on the Votes of each year. The 
estimate for Works schduled in the Loan Act of 1905 has been carefully reviewed 
with the object of reducing it to the lowest limit consistent with the requirements. 
of the service. Certain items of Works not actually begun have been struck out. 
Some of them may eventually require to be carried out, and will then be considered 
for future inclusion in the Works Vote. 


x 
The aggregate of Estimates for Works provided for 
in the Loan as shown in the Act of 1905 is .. 932,206,933 
This it has been found possible to reduce to .. .. 29,840,000 
A reduction of a ae a ee £2,366,933 





Of the funds authorised by Loan Acts already passed, about 1,916,000/. will still 
be available on the Ist April, 1907. With the objects of completing as many Loan 
Works as possible out of Loan Funds, and of affording some relief to the Ordinary 
Estimates of 1908-9, it is proposed that this balance should be thus approximately 
distributed :— 

£ 
In 1907-8 : im “ me vi .. 1,478,000 
In 1908-9 ‘ is rr + = 438,000 

The total expenditure for Works, including a charge for machinery hitherto met by 

loan, will stand thus for 1907-8 :— 





£ 
For Works to be paid for out of money already pro- 
vided by loan re 3 = rv .. 1,478,000 
Annuity in repayment of loans, including an increase 
of 120,093... . ss yi - .. 1,214,402 
Works, machinery, etc., hitherto provided by loan .. 977,091 
Ordinary Works and Services .. - ive er 673,173 
£4,342,266 


The Admiralty have thus to bear this year an increase of 120,000/. on annuity 
to repay loans, and 977,000I. to pay for Works, a charge which, until this year, was 
found from money specially borrowed under the Loan Acts which sanctioned them. 
While, therefore, the total Estimate of 31,419,5001., compared with last year’s total 
of 31,869,500/., shows a reduction of only 450,0001., the actual reduction of the Board 
of Admiralty have been able to effect in their Estimate for Naval expenditure for the 
coming financial year amounts to 1,427,091. 
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New construction for the year will cost 8,100,000/., as against 9,235,000/. for 1906-7, 
the corresponding reduction on the Ordnance Vote being 497,500/. 


Administration. 


The changes in the conduct of business at the Dockyards, introduced 18 months 
ago, have worked smoothly and well, and I think the nation has now every reason 
to be satisfied that the administration of its Dockyard work is conducted in a business- 
like and practical manner. 


A reorganisation has been effected whereby the office of Chaplain of the Fleet in 
again combined with that .of Chaplain of Greenwich Hospital, and the work of Is- 
spector of Naval Schools, hitherto performed by the Chaplain of the Fleet, has been 
transferred to the Director of Naval Education. 


On the retirement of Sir Henry Pilkington, under whose able charge the vast series 
of Loan Works has been carried out during the past 12 years, the Director of Works 
has been invested with the additional office of Civil Engineer-in-Chief of the Loan 
Works, and has amalgamated, for the period remaining for their completion, the Works 
Loan Department with his own. 


The Admiralty has suffered during the year, and has to contemplate in the near future 
serious loss among its highest officers. Sir Gordon Miller, Accountant-General of the 
Navy, died suddenly in his room at the office, and the Admiralty has to mourn the loss 
of a most energetic and capable public servant. Sir David Gill, Astronomer at the 
Cape, has just retired after a service under the Admiralty of 28 years, during which 
he has made himself a reputation second to none in the scientific and astronomical 
world. and has brought the Observatory at the Cape to a condition of efficiency which 
can hardly be surpassed. The close of the present financial year coincides with the 
retirement, under the age limit, of Sir Evan MacGregor, G.C.B., Permanent Secretary at 
at the Admiralty under eight Administrations, after 47 years’ service in the Admir- 
alty and 23 years as Permanent Secretary. To the Department and the Service Sir 
Evan MacGregor’s name has long been a household word, and he will, I am sure, carry 
into his retirement the best wishes of all who have been his colleagues and subordinates 
during his long and distinguished period of public service. 


A difficulty arose early in the year owing to the interference caused by the London 
County Council Electric Generating Station at Greenwich with the Royal Observatory. 
After considerable discussion, a joint committee, presided over by Lord Rosse, and 
containing representatives from the Admiralty (Dr. J. A. Ewing, Director of Naval 
Education) and from the London County Council (Sir Benjamin Baker, K.C.B.), 
was appointed to investigate the matter, and their report has just been presented 
to Parliament. The thanks of the Government are due to the committee for their 
labours and for the suggestions made by them to alleviate the difficulties arising from 
vibration, and for minimising the interference to observations from vapour issuing 
from the chimneys. The Admiralty are prepared to accept the recommendations of 
the committee as satisfactorily meeting the present needs of the Observatory, provided 
that they are faithfully carried into effect in the working of the London County Council 
electrical installation at Greenwich. 


Personnel. 


The changes in the establishment of the War Course College which have been in 
progress during the past vear were completed in November 1906 by the commissioning 
of H.M.S. Terpsichore at Portsmouth as the headquarters of the War Course College, 
in command of Captain E. J. W. Slade, M.V.O., R.N., under whose superintendence the 
courses had previously been conducted. The War Courses had been started earlier 
in the year at the Port, in the building which had been at one time the School of Naval 
Architecture and which required only small structural alterations in order to adapt 
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it to its new purpose. The War Course College as now constituted will be in the same 
position as the gunnery and torpedo establishments, and will rank among the Fleet 
services and no longer among the purely education services with which it was at first 
associated. In placing the headquarters of the War Course College at Portsmouth 
care has been taken to provide for the continuance of modified courses at Devonport 
and Chatham, where lectures have been given on strategy, tactics, naval history, and 
international law, and modern improvements in marine engineering, besides other 
nava! and military subjects. One full course was held last year at Portsmouth, which 
was attended by 38 Naval Marine, and Military officers. The course which com- 
menced in October has been attended by 40 officers. The full war course at head- 
quarters has been extended to four months, and lectures were given during the course 
on the following subjects :—marine engineering, naval history, international law, 
tactics, trade, wireless telegraphy, organisation of signal stations, armour plates 
and explosives, telegraph cables, mining, gun mountings, control of fire and effects of 
fire, combined operations and coast defence, battle practice. 


Representations having been made that existing Engineer officers under the orders 
promulgated since 1902 have not been given certain advantages which they had been 
led to expect at the time the new scheme of entry and training was promulgated, 
and it being also desirable to ascertain whether further instructions are necessary 
with a view to the qualification of officers for duties with the Royal Marines under the 
new scheme, a committee consisting of Executive, Engineer and Marine officers has 
been appointed to consider the matter. Their enquiry has only just been completed, 
and their report has not yet been laid before the Board. It is not, therefore, possible 
to indicate the nature of their recommendations. 


The education of Naval Cadets under the system introduced in 19€3 is making 
satisfactory progress. The first batch of cadets will complete their educational 
course on shore, and leave Dartmouth for training in a seagoing cruiser after next 
summer term. The most recent reports from the officers and masters at Dartmouth 
confirm in a remarkable way the anticipations formed of the present method of selec- 
tion of candidates, which has settled down from being a tentative experiment into a 
permanent system. The cost of the thorough education given at the two Naval 
Colleges obliges the Admiralty to call upon the parents for a substantial contribution 
towards it; but in the case of officers of the Navy and Army who can show that the 
fees paid are a serious burden, a large reduction is made in the charges. The question 
of finding means to extend this privilege of reduction of fees to such other parents 
as may need it deserves careful consideration. One Exhibition for this purpose has 
already been provided through the generosity of a private donor. Possibly county 
or other public authorities may be led to follow this example and that of the Argyll 
Fund, founded for the benefit of Scottish boys, and provide for naval cadets who 
belong to their several districts. 


I have already stated that the number of men has been 1 'uced by 1,000. The 
present number of seamen borne is in excess of requirements, while the number of 
stokers is still less than is needed for manning the Fleet. The entries of boys have 
therefore been continued at the same reduced total as last year, viz. :—1,500, and 
this has permitted of the entry of a large portion of the stokers required to make 
good the deficit. As the seamen drop to the required strength, the stokers will be 
increased. This process, however, takes time, as notwithstanding the popularity of 
the Royal Fleet Reserve, only a limited proportion of men can be allowed to take 
their transfer to the Reserve before the completion of their ordinary engagements. 


As compared with last year there is really a rise in Vote 1 (Pay and Wages) of 
175,5001. Notwithstanding the reduction in numbers, this increase is inevitable 
and at the same time satisfactory, owing to the reduced force containing a larger 
proportion of mature men and higher paid ratings and also to the fact that the effect 
of the grant in recent vears of better pay and allowances is not felt all at once. Such 
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increases in pay are on a gradual scale, and at present the general tendency to rise 
is not counter-balanced by the reduction in numbers of young and first entries. A new 
plan of issuing clothing in kind instead of a money gratuity to new entries has involved 
the transfer of a sum of 116,500l. from Vote 1 to Vote 2 (Victualling and Clothing), 
and consequently the Estimates only show an increase of 59,0001. in the actual Vote 
for Wages. 


The question of rating, advancement, and conditions of service of Seamen and Petty 
Officers has been carefully reviewed during the vear, and certain proposals, having 
for their principal object the improvement in the position and responsibility of the 
Petty Officer, are now under consideration with a view to their adoption in the course 
of the coming financial year. At the same time it is proposed to establish a new rating 
of Telegraphist for working the wireless telegraph instruments, independently of the 
Signal branch, which has hitherto conducted those duties. 


From the Ist April last a new system of training for the Royal Naval Reserve was 
introduced, its main feature being the substitution of modern ships at the Home 
Ports for shore batteries as the place for carrying out drill and training. By the end 
of 1906 some 1,300 men and 186 officers accepted service under the new system. Re- 
cruiting for the Royal Naval Reserve was reopened in November, and in the coming 
year it is proposed to enter 1,000 seamen and stokers, sixty engine room artificers, 
and eighty officers. The introduction of the gratuity of 50/. after twenty years’ ser- 
vice, in lieu of pension at the age of sixty, has been apparently much appreciated, as 
practically all the men who completed the necessary service since the Ist April, have 
elected to take the gratuity. The Commanding Officers of His Majesty’s ships in 
which the Royal Naval Reserve men have been embarked for training report satis- 
factorily on the men. 530 seamen and 230 stokers have been embarked for training 
since the Ist April, 1906, in addition to the 587 stokers who served during the 
manceuvres, some of whom elected to count this service in lieu of their biennial training. 


In the spring of 1906 some 120 of the 590 men forming the Newfoundland Reserve 
visited England during an extended cruise on board three of His Majesty’s ships. The 
most favourable impression was created by their general appearance, and the Com- 
modore in command of the squadron reported in high terms as to their conduct and 
efficiency. Good reports are received from the Colonies of the other branches of the 
Naval Reserve there established ; and the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve at home 
continues to justify the high expectations which were formed of this body when first 
raised three years. 


An inter-departmental conference is now in session to consider whether any modifi- 
cations can be made in the present system of Revenue Protection and the use of the 
Coast Guard, with a view to reducing the cost falling upon Naval Votes. The confer- 
ence has not yet concluded its deliberations, and any recommendations which may 
be made will receive careful consideration both from a naval manning point of view, 
and also from the point of view of ensuring that adequate provision is made for the 
life-saving services as well as revenue services. 


As indicated in last year’s Statement, the training of boy artificers and mechanicians 
has been reorganised on the new lines—the former has been concentrated at Ports- 
mouth and Chatham, and the latter at Devonport. The placing of these training 
establishments under the control of an Inspecting Captain has been attended by 
good results, and there is every reason to believe that the scheme of training, now 
well established, will fulfil the expectations entertained by those who initiated the 
policy. Candidates of good qualifications are presenting themselves for training as 
mechanicians, and though a small proportion have had to be eliminated in the early 
stages of their training, the remainder have shown themselves fully competent to 
meet the demands of the instructors. It has not been possible vet to test the mechan- 
icians who have been trained witb a view to their undertaking duties in the Engine 


13 





APPENDIX II. 


Room, as the men who were put through the new course of training have only just 
been drafted to seagoing ships. The same may be said of the boy artificers. Those 
first entered have only just completed their four years’ course, and arrangements are 
now being made for them to join ships for their first work as engine room artificers of 
the 5th class. With one or two exceptions they have passed out of the training 
establishments with credit. 


During the past year an enquiry has been made into certain questions connected 
with canteens on board ship and the victualling of the Fleet. It is hoped that the 
result of this enquiry, when carried into effect in combination with the reforms now 
being carried out in the cookery arrangements of the Fleet, will remove, or at least 
vreatly reduce certain existing shortcomings. 


I am glad to be able to report a very striking increase in the improvement already 
begun under former Administrations in the gunnery of the Fleet. In Battle Practice, 
by which the gunnery organisation of the ship as a whole is tested, and which is there- 
fore the best criterion of efficiency, the average number of hits per ship in 1906 was 
practically double that of the previous year, although the conditions in the last year 
were considerably more difficult than before, the mean range being 1,000 yards greater, 
and the time available for firing one minute less. In the Test of Gunlayers with heavy 
guns, which is a necessary preliminary to Battle Practice, but during which the efficiency 
of the gunlayers and guns’ crews alone is tried, the average number of points obtained 
per man was 68°26 in 1905, as compared with 80°065 in 1906, or, comparing the 
percentage of hits to rounds fired, it was 56°58 against 71°12. In the Test of Gun- 
layers with Light Quick Firing Guns the percentage of hits to rounds fired rose from 
21°63 in 1905 to 34°53 in 1906. In the Battle Practice of the torpedo boat destroyers 
there was a corresponding increase in efficiency, the percentage of hits to rounds 
fired being 20°02 in 1905 and 34°60 in 1906. It is particularly satisfactory that 
the improvement is general throughout the Fleet, and not by any means confined to a 
picked selection of crack ships. The greatest credit is due to all the officers and men 
who have worked together to produce this result. 


Shipbuilding and Repairs. 


The new construction for the year will cost 8,100,000/., as against 9,235,000/. for 
1906-7. It will include two or, unless an understanding between the naval powers 
be arrived at by the Hague Conference, three large armoured vessels of the //readnought 
type. They will be of slightly larger displacement than the /readnought, and full 
advantage will be taken of experience of the Dreadnought in carrying out the details of 
their construction, motive power, and armament. One fast unarmoured cruiser, five 
ocean-going destroyers, twelve first-class torpedo boats, and twelve submarine boats 
are also provided for. 

7,340,618. will be spent on the continuation of ships already begun ; 759,382/. in 
beginning new ships; of this 107,100/. will be devoted to the fast unarmoured cruiser 
to be laid down at Pembroke, 307,482/. on torpedo vessels and submarines, 344,800/. on 
new large armoured vessels. 

Between the Ist April, 1906, and the 31st March, 1907, the following ships will hav® 
been completed and become available for service :— 


4 Battleships (Africa, Britannia, Hibernia, Dreadnought). 
3 Armoured Cruisers (Achilles, Cochrane, Natal). 

7 First-class Torpedo Boats. 

11 Submarines. 


Floating Dock for submarines. 
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On the Ist April, 1907, there will be under construction :— 
5 Battleships. 
7 Armoured Cruisers. 
8 Ocean-going Torpedo Boat Destroyers. 
17 First-class Torpedo Boats. 
12 Submarines. 
| Royal Yacht (Alexandra, expected to be ready in September next.) 


The strike on the Clyde will probably cause some delay in the completion of ship- 
building in yards in that district. 


H.M.S. Dreadnought was commissioned on the 11th December, 1906, 14 months after 
being first laid down. This remarkable achievement in shipbv'‘lditg reflects the 
greatest credit on all who were connected with the work, both at the Admiralty and at 
Portsmouth Dockyard. A certain amount of overtime had to be worked in order to 
produce this record, but there is no occasion to repeat it, and I do not intend to permit 
overtime to be worked in the yards in future, except in cases of pressing necessity, and 
then sanction on each occasion must be specially obtained. 


The trials of the Dreadnougdt have given the highest satisfaction ; she has completed 
more than 7,000 miles at sea, and her passage from Gibraltar to Trinidad, a distance 
of 3,400 miles, was accomplished at an average rate exceeding 17 knots an hour. 


A revised arrangement of working hours was adopted experimentally in the Home 
Dockyards on the 2nd July last. It had been the practice to work an average 48-hour 
week, the working week ranging from 41} hours in the winter to 50 hours in summer. 
The revised arrangement, which became a practical possibility with the introduction in 
the Dockyards of electric lighting on a general scale, gives a uniform week of 48 hours 
throughout the year. On the first four days of the week the length of the working day 
is 8} hours, on Friday 9 hours, and on Saturday 5 hours. With ‘the change to uniform 
hours, hourly rates became practicable as the unit of pay and have been introduced, 
leading to much simplification in accounting. The new time table, while popular with 
the employees, is not unfavourable to the Crown and, subject to some slight variations 
which actual experience has shown to be desirable, will shortly be established as a 
permanent arrangement. 


Opportunity was taken during the Board of Admiralty’s official visits to the Home 
Ports in 1906 to continue the practice adopted by former Boards of hearing petitions 
from the Dockyard workmen, both personal cases and representations from the various 
trades and grades employed. Each trade was allowed to send two delegates, one of 
whom might be an official of the corresponding trade union if the men so desired. My 
colleagues and I devoted a great deal of time to these personal interviews with the 
men, without the intervention of their local superior officers, and after careful subse- 
quent examination of the statements made to us, we were able to recommend 
increases of wages amounting to some 60,000/. a year besides other concessions 
which did not involve expenditure. I certainly intend to continue this system of 
personal interviews between the members of the Board of Admiralty and the 
employees in the Dockyards. 


I may here mention that a working arrangement has been come to for the investiga- 
tion of alleged breaches of the Fair W: ages C lause i in Admiralty contracts, whereby any 
trade union which wishes to make a complaint against a contractor communicates with 
the Secretary of the Trades Union Congress Parliamentary Committee. If further 
enquiry is needed, he consults the Admiralty, who take whatever steps after examina- 
tion may prove necessary. 
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The greater efficiency of our ships and their better state of repair since the introduc- 
tion of the system of nucleus crews has been shown in a remarkable degree by the large 
proportion of ships now available for service in comparison with what was the case three 
years ago. In illustration of this change I give a few figures which were drawn up at 
my direction last month to show the relative condition of our various classes of ships 
at the date of my request and three years ago :— 

In the third week of January, 1904, out of 60 battleships 38 were unavailable owing 
to need for repairs, or 63 per cent. of the whole. On 21st January, 1907, out of 51 
battleships only 8, or 16 per cent., where unavailable. Of armoured cruisers, in the 
third week of January, 1904, of 24 vessels 8 were unavailable, 32 per cent. ; on the 2ist 
January, 1907, out of 28 vessels 7 were unavailable,or 25 percent. Of 84 unarmoured 
vessels, in the third week of January, 1904, 44 were unavailable, 52 per cent.; on 21st 
January, 1907, of 76 unarmoured vessels 17 were unavailable, 224 per cent. Of 110 
destroyers in the third week of January, 1940, 61 were unavailable, or 56 per cent. ; on 
21st January, 1907, out of 143 destroyers 29 were unavailable, 19 per cent. 


Large repairs and refits are of course necessary from time to time, but there is no 
doubt that a great saving has been effected by keeping all our fighting ships manned 
with either whole or part of their complements on board. 


Arrangements have been made to transfer the Naval Yards at Halifax and Esquimalt 
to the Dominion Government, subject to the condition that they shall be available for 
the repair of His Majesty’s ships, so far as their facilities admit, and that the Admiralty 
shall be free to resume possession at any time when naval interests require it. These 
conditions have been accepted generally by the Canadian Government, who are now in 
actual possession of Halifax Yard. The detailed arrangements necessitated by the 
transfer are in process of adjustment between the Admiralty and the Dominion 
Government. 


Distribution of the Fleet. 


A further development of the redistribution of the Fleet, in continuance of the 
policy instituted under Lord Selborne, and explained by him in his Memorandum 
of 6th December, 1904, has recently been resolved upon by the Board of Admiralty. 
The redistribution of 1904 permitted of a sufficient concentration of personnel to 
man all fighting ships in Home waters with nucleus crews, amounting to two-fifths 
of their full complement, and also to provide on shore at each Home Port a balance 
of men always ready to man two armoured ships. The further distribution of naval 
strength now resolved upon will provide a considerable increase in all nucleus crews 
of ships in the first fighting line, and the complete manning of squadrons of six battle- 
ships and six armoured cruisers which will not leave Home waters. These twelve 
ships together with forty-eight destroyers with full crews, some small cruisers, and 
the requisite auxiliaries will be concentrated at the Nore, and will do their practices 
and sea service in the North Sea, and will be constantly ready for any emergency. 
The nucleus crew system will thus be maintained and strengthened in the constitu- 
tion of the Home Fleet. The crews of the vessels at the other ports must fluctuate, 
according to the demands made for the provision of foreign reliefs and for other causes, 
but will not, except in the small cruisers, fall below three-fifths ; more often there 
will be an excess over this number. 


The term “in reserve” will no longer be applicable; all seagoing fighting vessels 
in the Home Ports, not belonging to other fleets or squadrons or appropriated for 
training purposes or local defence, belong to the Home Fleet and will be able to com- 
plete to full crew at a few hours’ notice. Certain vessels of older date have hitherto 
been described as “in special reserve”; in future such vessels will be kept fit for 
service and provided with crews sufficient to keep their machinery in good order and 
the ships ready for the duties required of them. I should explain that the Home 
Fleet is still in process of development and that it will be some time before it can 
reach its full strength. 
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As the fleets at Home will continue to be combined for war under the orders of 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Channel Fleet, the Channel, Atlantic, and Home 
Fleets will carry out periodic peace exercises together under his command at such 
times and places as the Admiralty may direct. As indicated in the Admiralty minute 
of 23rd October, 1906, the Fifth Cruiser Squadron (the Nore Division) of armoured 
cruisers will be detached for exercises with the Channel and other Fleets as desirable. 


Considerable administrative improvement is expected to result from the organisa- 
tion of the Home Fleet. It has been necessary heretofore to deal separately with 
the distribution and arrangement of each of the existing Reserve Divisions. The 
position of the Rear Admiral in Command of Torpedo Craft and Submarines has been 
somewhat anomalous, inasmuch as he has been under the orders of more than one 
Senior Officer. The administrative command of all these divisions and vessels being 
now centralised in the Commander-in-Chief of the Home Fleet, a far better organisa- 
tion should be achieved than has been possible with a divided responsibility. His 
headquarters are at Sheerness and he will occupy the house vacated by the transfer 
of the residence of the Commander-in-Chief at the Nore from Sheerness to Chatham. 


The status of the Commander-in-Chief of the Home Fleet and that of the Flag 
Officers and vessels under his orders will be similar to that of the Flag Officers and 
vessels of the Channel and Atlantic Fleets when they visit the Home Ports; that is 
to say, for the time being they come under the command of the Senior Officer present, 
but that Senior Officer will not interfere with the administration and orders of the 
officers in command. The Home Fleet in no way interferes with the role of the 
Channel and Atlantic Fleets, except in the event of a totally unforeseen outbreak 
of war during their absence from Home waters; they will still occupy the principal 
fighting position. 


The first squadron of armoured cruisers under the command of Rear-Admiral G. 
Neville, C.V.O., will visit Hampton Roads in the early summer on the occasion of 
the opening of the Jamestown Exhibition by the President of the United States of 
America. 


The fleet at sea will begin the new year without its most distinguished and capable 
figure through the termination of the appointment as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Channel Fleet of Admiral Sir Arthur Wilson, V.C., G.C.B., one of the ablest and most 
trusted commanders the Navy has had in recent years. Sir Arthur Wilson has a fine 
record of service as a most efficient officer at sea, in the battlefield on shore, as an 
administrator at the Admiralty, where he was Controller of the Navy, and finally 
as the Commander-in-Chief for six vears of the most important of His Majesty’s 
fleets. In spite of the sound and wise demand for young Flag Officers, there are 
still occasions when the whole Navy regrets the inevitable operation of the age rule, 
and it is a notable one indeed when Sir Arthur Wilson brings to a close his last com- 
mand afloat. 


T append the usual statement of work done in the Department. 
TWEEDMOUTH. 


23rd February, 1907. 
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STATEMENT OF WORK 1907-8, &c. 
CHANGES IN THE COMPOSITION OF THE FLEETS. 


Mediterranean. 


The battleship squadron, formerly consisting of eight ships of the Formidable clas-, 
has been reduced by the recent withdrawal of H.M.S8. Bulwark. The London will also 
be withdrawn after the Lagos Manceuvres, and with the Bulwark will join the Home 


Fleet. 


The same three Second Class Cruisers of the Talbot class have remained attached 
to the Battle squadron. 


In the Third Cruiser Squadron the Bacchante replaced the Leviathan as flagship. 


North America and West Indies 
(Fourth Cruiser Squadron). 


In this squadron the Armoured Cruisers Euryalus, Hogue, and Sutlej have replaced 
the four Protected Cruisers of the Edgar class. The Indefatigable has been employed 
continuously on service in the West Indies. The Protected Cruiser Brilliant was 
employed during the fishery season in Newfoundland waters : after a winter visit to 
the West Indies she is carrying out a cruise down the East coast of South America, 
returning to Newfoundland in May. 

China. 

The six cruisers in the China Squadron have remained unaltered, with the exception 
of the Monmouth, which replaced the Andromeda. The Bedford is about to relieve 
the Diadem. 

Two sloops, three gunboats, and ten shallow draught steamers have been engaged 
on river work. 


Australia. 


No alteration has taken place in this squadron. 


The Cambrian, accompanied by the Flora from the China station, cruised on the 
West Coast of North and South America and amongst the Pacific Islands during the 
Spring and Summer of 1906. 


East Indies and the Cape of Good Hope. 


The only change in the East Indies Squadron has been the relief of the Fox by 
the Highflyer. The Hyacinth is about to relieve the Hermes as flagship, and the 
Hermes will relieve the Crescent as flagship of the Cape Squadron. The Terpsichore 
has returned from the Cape, without relief. 


The East Indies Squadron will shortly be placed under the command of a Com- 
modore Ist Class, and that officer and the East Indies station will come in war time 
under the command of the Commander-in-Chief of the Cape station. 


Atlantic Fleet, including Second Cruiser Squadron. 


Throughout the year the ships of the Majestic class have been gradually withdrawn 
from this Fleet and replaced by the new ships of the King Edward VII. class as they 
were completed. It is now intended to transfer the eight ships of the King Edward 
VII. class to the Channel Fleet and to reconstitute the Battle squadron of the Atlantic 
Fleet with the five ships of the Duncan class (now in the Channel Fleet) and the Albion. 
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The three smaller cruisers attached to this squadron have not been changed. 


The Second Cruiser Squadron affiliated to the Altantic Fleet has been reduced from 
six ships to four, two cruisers having been withdrawn for service in the Home Fleet. 


— 


‘Channe eet, including First Cruiser Squadron. 
Ch lL Fleet, luding First C Squad 


In June last the Montagu attached to this Fleet was wrecked off Lundy Island. 
The remaining sixteen ships, of which the Battle squadron has been composed, have 
throughout the year belonged to the Duncan, Canopus, Majestic, and Swiftsure classes. 
It is intended to reduce the number of battleships to fourteen and to alter the com- 
position of the squadron by transferring to it the eight ships of the new King Edward 
VIT. class, the other six ships being the Sw/ftsure, Triumph, Illustrious, Jupiter, Ocean, 
and Vengeance. 


The three cruisers attache? to the Battle squadron have remained unchanged. 


The First Cruiser Squadron has remained unaltered, but it will shortly be reduced 
from six to four Armoured Cruisers. 


Torpedo Craft in Home Waters. 


Three Scouts have been added for service with the three permanent destroyer 
Hotillas, and the number of destroyers in each flotilla has been brought up to twelve 
boats worked in three divisions of four boats each. From the 5th March, another 
Hotilla of twelve destroyers with a Scout flying the broad pendant of a Commodore (D) 
will be added to the permanent flotillas. The Sapphire has been retained as flagship 
and parent ship for these destroyers, and H.M.S. Tyne has been detailed in addition 
to H.M.S. Sapphire II. as a depot ship. The first four of the new type of torpedo 
hoat (formerly called coastal destroyers) have been placed under the orders of the 
Admiral (D) for experiment. The destroyers at the three Home Ports have been 
reorganised. A depot ship has been added to each Port, and two Scouts have been 
added for service with the destroyer flotilla at Portsmouth and the Nore, and one 
Scout with the Devonport flotilla. The flotillas at each of the three Ports consist of 
twenty-four destroyers (with a spare boat) worked in six divisions of four boats each, 
and the boats have been arranged homogeneously to the greatest possible extent. 

Special attention has been given to the organisation of the su>marine craft, the 
numbers of which have been considerably increased. 

The Admiral (D) who is in command of all destroyer craft and submarine craft in 
Home waters will be placed under the orders of the Commander-in-Chief of the Hom > 
Fleet. 


Home Fleet. 
The Home Fleet will be constituted by April next as follows :— 
BATTLESHIPS. 
Nore :— 


Dreadnought (flag of Commander-in-Chief). 
Bulwark: (tlag of Rear-Admiral). 
With full comple- London. 
ment. | Magnificent. 
Majestic. 
Victorious. 
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Portsmouth :— 
Prince George (flag of Rear-Admiral). 
Glory. 
Goliath. 
Canopus. 
Devon port -— 
Empress of India (flag of Rear-Admiral). 
(To be replaced by Cesar inMay.) 
Mars. 
Hannibal. 


First CLass CRUISERS. 
Nore :— 
(5th Cruiser Squadron) : 
Leviathan (flag of Rear-Admiral). 
Cochrane. 
With full comple- Duke of Edinburgh. 
ment. Achilles. 
Natal. 
Warrior (to join in May). 


Portsmouth :-- 
Cressy. 
Berwick. 
Esser. 
Argonaut. 
Terrible. 
A riadne. 
Diadem. 
Spartiate (to join in May). 


Devonport — 
Carnarvon, 
Donegal. 
Cumberland. 
Cornwall. 

N tobe. 
Europa. 
Andromeda. 
Amphitrite. 


SMALLER CRUISERS. 
Nore :-— 
Dido 
Vindictire. 
Charybdis. 
Portsmouth :-- 
Gladiator. 
Eclipse. 
For. 
Devonport :— 
Dovis. 


Special Service vessels, torpedo craft, and Fleet auxiliaries are additional to this list 
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Coast Guard and Fishing Service Vessels. 


The Argus, Thrush, Halcyon, and Leda have been employed during the year in the 
North Sea on fishing duties. 


_ The Julia has been in the English Channel ; the Ringdove, Daisy, and Hussar in 
Scottish waters ; and the Skipjack on the south-west coast of Ireland. 


The Squirrel has been mainly in the North Sea, and for part of the year in the Moray 
Firth and in the south-east district of the English Channel. 


The Fanny has been partly in the English Channel and partly on the south-west 
coast of Ireland. 


Special Visits. 


In July H.M.S. Antrim visited Antwerp. 
In August the Particular Service Squardon visited Sweden and Norway. 
H.M.S. Dominion visited Canada in August and September. 


Maneuvres. 


Torpedo craft exercises were carried out in Home waters in January and February, 


1906. 


Four Scouts, sixty-four destroyers, and forty-two torpedo boats took part under the 
directions of the Admiral (D). 


Combined strategical manceuvres were carried out at Lagos from the 13th February 
to the Ist March, 1906, by the Channel, Mediterranean, and Atlantic Fleets and First, 
Second, and Third Cruiser Squadrons, making together a force of twenty-nine battle- 
ships and eighteen cruisers. 


The Grand Maneuvres, from 12th June to 2nd July, consisted of three periods, 
viz. :-— 

(1) Test of arrangements for mobilisation in sudden emergency and of preparedness 

and safety of the Home Ports against attack. 

(2) Period of tactical exercises. 

(3) Test of arrangements for the defence of trade against a hostile attack. 

With a few exceptions, the whole of the Channel, Mediterranean, Atlantic Fleets, 
the four Cruiser Squadrons, and the Reserve Divisions, including destroyers, torpedo 
boats, and submarines, took part, making a total of 329 vessels. 


Combined exercises of the Channel, Mediterranean, and Atlantic Fleets, and the 
four Cruiser Squadrons, have again taken place at Lagos in February, 1907. 


PERSONNEL. 
Officers. 


The position of signalling officers has been detined by the institution of regular 
courses in the signal school, and officers who qualify will be distinguished by the 
placing of a symbol against their names in the Navy List. In the case of large fleets 
an allowance will be payable under certain conditions to an officer who may not com- 
bine signalling duties with those of flag lieutenant. 


The scale of allowances to specialist officers serving in flag ships has been revised 
being placed on a uniform system, and at the same time the Executive Commander 
has been included among the officers entitled to an allowance. 
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The regulations governing the service of Chaplains, R.N., have been further revised, 
and a rule has been laid down that no candidate should be placed on the established 
l'st without a preliminary period of four years’ service in the Fleet. Gratuities on a 
certain fixed scale are payable to Chaplains, who withdraw after short periods of 
service. 


The organisation of the new system of War Courses has been further matured, and 
the building in Portsmouth Dockyard, which at one time was used as the School of 
Naval Architecture, has been now made the headquarters of the War Course College. 
A school ship has been attached to the college with a view to the better carrying out 
of the system of instruction pursued in the War Courses. 


An inquiry was made last year into the best means of giving instruction in naval 
matters to the Roval Garrison Artillery, with a view to more efficient co-operation in 
time of war. As a result it has been arranged that lectures by naval officers shall be 
given from time to time to officers of the Royal Garrison Artillery at Portsmouth and 
Shoeburyness: the gunnery and torpedo schools have been placed in direct com- 
munication with the Army School of Gunnery ; officers of the two services will attend 
reciprocally the Naval War Courses and the Army School of Gunnery and naval and 
coast artillery gun practices ; and Garrison Artillery officers will be allowed to accom- 
pany torpedo craft when engaged in manceuvres off defended harbours, while naval 
officers will be permitted to be present in the defending batteries on these occasions. 


The established system of entry and selection of cadets has been followed systemati 
cally throughout the vear. The course of study at Osborne was interrupted seriously 
in the summer term by an epidemic of infectious complaints common to boys of youth- 
ful age ; at Dartmouth, where the cadets are two years older, there has been no serious 
outbreak of disease of any kind. It has been decided to start building at once a 
hospital for infectious cases at Osborne. 


The college at Dartmouth will receive its last quota of cadets in May next, and 


thenceforward both colleges will be in full working order. 


In September, the first cadets who join under the new system of training will pass 
out and be embarked for their six months’ training afloat in a first-class cruiser to be 
specially commissioned for the purpose. 


Men. 


The question of rating, advancement, and conditions of service of seamen and petty 
officers has been carefully reviewed during the year, and certain proposals, having 
for their principal object the improvement in the position and responsibility of the 
petty officer, are now under consideration with a view to their adoption in the course 
of the coming financial year. 


The training of bov artificers and mechanicians has been re-adjusted. The former 
are now trained at the establishments at Portsmouth and Chatham, while the training 
of the latter is concentrated at Devonport. An inspecting captain has been 
appointed having his headquarters at Portsmouth, with powers of general supervision 
over the trainingof both boy artificers and mechanicians. Arrangements have also 
been made for the training of leading stokers under the new system at each port. 


An uniform system of training Special Service Seamen has been applied to all 
three ports. In future these men will have a short period of special training in the 
ships of the Home Fleet so as better to adapt them to service on board seagoing 
ships. The reports of the Special Service Seamen and Special Service Stokers 
particularly, who were embarked during the manceuvres were satisfactory. 


The seagoing training of Boys and Youths has been recently modified, advantage 
having been taken of the facilities offered bv the re-organised Home Fleet. Boys 
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when waiting draft either to the seagoing cruisers or to the Fleet on completing 
their cruiser training will be sent to the battleships and cruisers of the Home Fleet. 
The Youths after their preliminary training at Shotley will be sent to the Home 
Fleet to complete their course of training. 

The training and organisation of Engine-room ratings of the Stoker branch, to 
which reference was made last year, has been established and is working satisfactorily. 
There is reason to believe that the improved prospects open to the Stoker branch 
have led to better recruits presenting themselves for entry. 

The scheme of physical training in the Fleet has been further extended and 
developed. The relations of officers and others generally towards the physical 
training of the men under them have been defined. Ju-jitsu classes have been formed 
at Portsmouth experimentally, with a view to determining the desirability of intro- 
ducing this exercise generally into the scheme of training of the older men. The 
training of Royal Marine Instructors will in future be conducted at the School of 
Physical Training at Portsmouth. All Marine recruits at Deal are now put through 
the Naval system of training. 

The education and training of boys in Greenwich Hospital School has been revised 
with a view to the present conditions of service in the Navy, and steps have been 
taken to secure that a larger number of the more intelligent boys join the Seaman 
class. 

Arrangements have been made for a more systematic course of lectures for the 
benefit of Seamen afloat, and for the supplv of magic lanterns and slides to illustrate 
the subject of the lectures. A new collection of popular songs suitable for use in 
the Fleet has been published. 

The system under which officers’ servants are recruited for and serve in His 
Majesty’s Navy has been enquired into, and various changes designed to improve 
their status and conditions of service, including the provision of better accommodation 
on board ship, are under consideration. 

Recruiting during the vear has been satisfactory, and no difficulty has been ex- 
perienced in obtaining the full numbers required in each rating. Recruiting for 
Stokers has been very good, particularly among the Special Service men. 

An arrangement has been made with the British Red Cross Society whereby that 
society will be generally recognised as the central organisation through which offers 
of assistance from societies and individuals in time of war should be made to the 
Admiralty, except as regards the services of the Members of the Auxiliary Sick Berth 
teserve, which, as hitherto, will be associated with the St. John’s Ambulance and 
St. Andrew’s Ambulance Associations. 


Royal Marines. 
The number of Royal Marines borne on 31st December was 17452, the total 
strength of the corps having been fixed at 17,500. 


The Royal Naval School of Music, which was established in 1903, is making steady 
progress. The present number of band ranks for service afloat is 1,051. Thirty- 
five bands under the new scheme are now embarked in H.M. ships. 


Suitable Sick Quarters have been provided for the Chatham Division R.M.L.I., by 
the conversion of the Commandant’s old house. 


Considerable progress has been made with the reconstruction of the building 
formerly used as the Naval Hospital into barrack rooms for Royal Marines, and 
several of the buildings have already been taken over for use. 
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The arrangements referred to lat year in regard to the examination of Marine 
officers in Military subjects while serv ng afloat have been found a convenience and 
will be continued. 

During the past year Marines have been landed from the squadrons for the carrying 
out of field exercises in a more systematic manner, and the arrangement made in 
1905, whereby the Senior Marine Officer has been given special responsibility in regard 
to the scheme of exercise has worked satisfactorily. 

Use continues to be made of Marine officers in Naval duties on board ship, for 
which their experience and training qualify them. 


Coast Guard. 


The policy instituted last year of closing stations not required for Naval Work 
at which extensive repairs were required, or where the quarters were no longer 
suitable or available, has been continued. Thirty-five stations and detachments 
have been closed since Ist April 1906, and twelve more will be closed before 31st 
March 1907. 

The entry of men (except a small number of signal ratings for War Signal stations) 
into the Coast Guard from the Fleet has been suspended, and the total numbers 
borne will be further reduced in 1907-8 to the extent of 262. 

The improvement in the efficiency of the War Signal stations continues to be 
maintained. Arrangements have now been made that the peace and war crews 
of the stations are the same, and the result, as shown by the experience during the 
recent manceuvres, has been most satisfactory. 

Royal Fleet Reserve. 


The" numbers of the Royal Fleet Reserve have increased from a total of 14,313 
to 16,222 during the year, the total strength on the 31st December 1996 being :— 








— Class A. | Class B. Total. 

Seamen, Xe. . - | 3,326 5,622 8.948 
Stokers— - - - 983 1,720 2.703 
Marines — - - - | 1,715 2,856 4,571 
6,024 | 10,198 16,222 


Careful consideration has been given to proposals for facilitating the civil em- 
ployment of men discharged from the Fleet to the Royal Fleet Reserve. A tentative 
arrangement has been made with the Marine Society for assisting men desirous of 
employment in the Mercantile Marine, which it is hoped may be a benefit to the 
men¥themselves and also to the Mercantile Marine. 





Royal Naval Reserve. 


A new system of training for Royal Naval Reserve officers and men was introduced 
on the Ist April 1906, under which ¢raining on board effective ships in commission 
is substituted for drill on board Harbour Drill ships and at shore batteries. 

As a result of this, five torpedo gunboats and five Harbour Drill ships were 
paid off on 31st March 1906, and twenty-five Royal Naval Reserve batteries closed. 
The remaining four Harbour Drill ships and eight batteries will be retained for a 
period not exceeding five years from Ist April 1906. 
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Royal Naval Reserve officers have been given the option of drilling at the remaining 
drill stations under the o!d system for five years from Ist April 1906, but on promo- 
tion they must embrace the new system. 


Royal Naval Reserve men serving in the force on Ist April 1906 have been given 
the option of carrying out their drill at the remaining shore batteries or Harbour 
Drill ships during their current period of enrolment or “of adopting the new system, 
hut on re-enrolment they must embrace the new system. 


The training under the new system is being carried out on board the ships of the 
Home Fleet, and the system has worked very satisfactorily and has advantage 
over the former system, both as regards efficiency and economy. 


A limited number of entries of Executive Officers, Royal Naval Reserve, has been 
made during the year; the entry of men was suspended up to October 1906, but 


arrangements have now been made to resume entries of Seamen and Stoker ratings 


to a limited extent under the new system. 


About 600 Royal Naval Reserve Firemen were embarked for the manceuvres as 
part complement of ships employed, and satisfactory reports were received as to 
their conduct and ability from the Commandin g Officers of the ships in which they 
were employed. 


The strength of the Royal Naval Reserve (Home) on 31st December 1996 was :— 





Total. 
Executive Officers xi ‘a ae ai .» 1,524 j 
Commissioned Engineer Office ers . “its = 299 + 1,900 
Warrant Engineers... 7” hs ay si 5% a 
Engine Room Artificers i td re so i 528 | 
Seaman Ratings 7” - a5 .. ne .. 18,556 25,267 
Stoker Ratings bd sk - ; 8 .. 6,183 

27,167 


On that date 428 Executive Officers, Royal Naval Reserve, on the Active List had 
Jn addition 65 Executive Officers, Royal Naval Reserve, are now undergoing 12 
months’ Naval training. 

The Colonial Naval Reserves have been satisfactorily reported on during the year. 
Steps are being taken to improve the training of the Colonial crews of certain ships 

— . . 
onjthe Australian station under the agreement. 


The strength of the Colonial Royal Naval Reserve is as follows :— 





| 





—_—— Number. | Date. 
Australasia : - - - 362 | Ist November 1906. 
Newfoundland - - - - 590 31st November 1906. 
Malta < . - - - 490 Ist January 1907. 


| 


There are 84 Assistant Paymasters in the Special Reserve of Accountant Officers. 
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Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. 


No increase has been made in this Reserve during the current year, and the strengt!) 
of the Force on 31st December was as follows :— 





= Complement. Borne 31.12.06. 

Permanent Staf} :— 

Officers - - - : - 3 Z ; é 4 q | m1 

Petty Officersand Men - - - - = - 6: 635 
Royal Naval Volunteers :—- 

Officers — - - - - - - - - - 186 168 

Honorary Officers — - - - - . - . — 20 +3735 

Petty Officers and Men - - : . oe Fe 4,122 3,547 


During the vear opportunities have been given to the Naval Volunteers to embark 
for periods of from 14 to 28 days in ships engaged in the manceuvres, and ships of th 
Reserve Divisions, and about 980 officers and men took advantage of this. 


The reports on officers and men received from the Captains of the ships in which 
the Volunteers have been trained continue to be satisfactory. 


In addition to embarkation in H.M. ships, arrangements have been made for special 
courses of instruction in Naval duties for Surgeons, R.N.V.R., at Haslar Hospital, 
and for R.N.V.R. Accountant Officers in London. Two Surgeons, R.N.V.R., have 
satisfactorily passed through the course at Haslar up to this date. 


Particular attention is being paid to instruction in signalling, and the attention 
of the Volunteers has been called to the importance of every man acquiring some 
trade or special qualification (e.¢. signalling) which will enhance his usefulness to 
the Naval service. 


A considerable proportion of the men are already acquainted with trades (e.9. 
electricians, armourers, shipwrights, &c.), which are required in His Majesty’s ships, 
and arrangements have been made for men holding such qualifications to undergo a 
short training to obtain a certificate of competency in these trades. 


Thirty-two Royal Naval Volunteers have qualified for these certificates, including 
14 as Engine Room Artificers. 


Harbour Drill ships (recently used by the Royal Naval Reserve) have been lent 
to the Tyneside Division and Dundee Companies, respectively, and Drill halls (also 
recently used by the Royal Naval Reserve) have been leased to the Brighton and 
Carnarvon Companies. Fine new premises have been erected by the Clyde Division 
in Glasgow. 


GREENWICH HOSPITAL. 
Northern Estates—Farms. 
Considerable progress has been made in putting the recently acquired property 
at Priorsdale into a satisfactory condition as regards sanitation, water supply, and 
repairs generally. 


The season has, on the whole, been a favourable one, and all the farms are let. 


Greenwich Estate. 


The improvements to the Market which include a new roof and repaving throughout, 
conversion of the retail shops into wholesale warehouses, and provision of stabling 


accommodation are now complete. 
¥ 
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New byelaws authorising the holding of a market on each weekday have been 
prepared and are awaiting the final approval of the Local Government Board. 

Some further property in Church Street, the condition of waich was prejudicial to 
the market area, has been acquired, and is now in course of demolition preparatory 
to rebuilding. 

The revenue from the estate continues to show a steady increase, and there are 
no important premises vacant. 


Royal Hospital School. 


The standard of efficiency has been maintained, and the highest possible educational 
yrant again earned. 


Painted Hall. 
The security of the roof of the Painted Hall having been called in question in conse- 
quence of the age and condition of the timbers, Mr. T. G. Jackson. R.A., was called 
upon to examine and report upon its condition. 


The necessary work will, it is estimated, entail an expenditure of about 1,000/. 


Mr. Jackson has suggested a method by which it can be carried out without en- 
dangering Thornhill’s celebrated ceiling, and it is proposed to undertake it in the 
course of 1907. 


ORDNANCE. 
The amount asked for under Vote 9 for 1907-8 is 2,348,700/. against 2.986,000/. 
voted for 1906-7, or a decrease of 637,300/. 
Provision has been made to complete the guns for the vessels included in the 1905-6 


programme and to advance those for the ships laid down in 1906-7, and for the 
authorised outfits and reserves of ammunition, torpedoes, and other Naval Ordnance: 
stores for new programme ships. 

Progress in the manufacture and supply of guns and other warlike stores during 
the vear has been satisfactorv. The guns have been ready to be placed on board 
ships building as required. 

\ system of examining and proving heavy guns at contractors’ works has been 
inaugurated with good results. This system will be continued during 1907-8, and 
if it is successful it will be of great advantage, in time of emergency, that the guns 
can be sent direct from the works to their destination without the necessity of passing 
through Woolwich Arsenal. 


Inspection and Proof. 


On the recommendation of a joint Admiralty and War Office Committee, steps 
have been taken to associate Naval officers with the work of inspection and proof 
of Ordnance stores, and with the scientific experimental Ordnance work carried 
out at Woolwich and Shoeburyness. It is anticipated that the Naval service will 
derive great benefit from this step, and that the experience gained by Naval officers 
will be of considerable value. 


Guns and Mountings. 


The pattern of 12-inch gun mounted in the Dreadnought will also form the arma- 
ment of the battleships of the 1906-7 programme. For the battleships of the 1907-8 
programme an improved design of gun has been accepted. : 
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The experiments having for their object improvements in the appliances for training 
elevating guns alluded to in last year’s statement have given very promising results 
and are being continued. 

The electrically worked mountings referred to last year are nearly completed and 
trials will shortly be carried out. 


The alterations in the design of 12-inch gun mountings embodied in the Drea/- 
nought’s turrets have proved generally successful. 


Sights. 

Re-sighting of the turret and 6-inch guns of the Fleet has been proceeded with, 
though the turret sights were somewhat delayed through the trial of a novel proposal. 
The newest types of sights actually supplied have proved to be very successful. 

Improvements in the method of sighting the guns of torpedo boat destroyers are 
being carried out. 

Fire Control. 

The purchase of electric instruments, cables, rangefinders, and other accessories 
for fitting the approved scheme of control into battleships and cruisers, has been com- 
pleted. 


Instructional Armaments. 
Portsmouth. Two dummy turrets have been completed at Whale Island for the 
instruction of turret ratings in shooting and drill. 


H.M.S. Revenge has been appropriated to the Excellent as gunnery tender to carry 
out instruction in shooting at long range, and this ship also carries out the training 
of the turret shooting ratings. 


Chatham-Sheerness.—Approval has been given to begin construction of the neces- 
‘sary gun batteries and instructional sheds at Chatham with a view to removing the 
Gunnery School from Sheerness to Chatham. 


Devonport.—The various gun batteries and buildings for the new Gunnery School 
are in course of construction. 
Target Practice. 
The supply of new pattern targets has been made general. 
Trials are being carried out with a view to further improvements. 


Revised regulations for the Heavy and Light Gunlayers’ Tests and for Battle Prac- 
tice in both ships and destroyers were issued to the Fleet early last year, and the 
returns show a very marked improvement in the shooting. 


Approval has been given to increase the annual allowance of ammunition for ships 
in the newly constituted Home Fleet, and regulations have been framed to govern 
the practices. 


pDiving. te. e 
A committee has been formed to investigate the subject ot diving in deep water. 
The experiments are not complete, but from interim reports it is anticipated that 

considerable advance will be made in this matter. 
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Torpedo Tubes. 


Turpedo discharges of an improved design are being fitted in ships and destroyers 
now building. 


Mining. 


Important changes and progress in this branch of the service have been made both 
as regards the mines and the means of laying or removing them. 


Wireless Telegraphy. 


Wireless telegraphy continues to make good progress, and its increased efficiency 
and utility have been well demonstrated during the various manceuvres and exercises 
which have taken place. Extensive experiments have been carried out with very 
successful results. The majority of the ships of the Fleet have now been supplied 
with the latest apparatus. 


Searchlights. 


Good progress has been made in increasing their efficiency ; larger and more power- 
ful searchlights have been introduced. 


Ordnance Depots. 


(ood progress has been made in the provision of increased storage for cartridges 
and projectiles at the Royal Naval Ordnance Depots, Lodge Hill, Upnor, Priddy’s 
Hard, and Bull Point. 


The new magazines at Gibraltar are nearing completion, and the Admiralty and 
War Office are considering the question of separating the Naval and Military Ord- 
nance duties at that place, so that when the new accommodation is ready for use, 
the Admiralty shall be responsible for the Naval Ordnance duties in the same way 
as at Home depots and Malta. 

It has so far been impracticable to effect separation of the Ordnance duties at Hong 
Kong, but the future arrangements at that place are now under consideration by the 
Admiralty and War Office. 


NEW CONSTRUCTION. 
Battleships, 


The Dreadnought has been completed, passed through all her trials successfully 
and commissioned. 


The three later ships of the King Edward VII. class, viz., Britannia, Africa, and 
Hibernia, have been completed, and passed satisfactorily through all their trials, 
attaining a speed of about 18} knots at full power. They have been commissioned, 
so that the eight vessels of this class ‘are now on service. 


Three ships of an improved Dreadnought type have been laid down, viz. :—the 
Bellerophon at Portsmouth, Téméraive at Devonport, and Superb at Elswick 

The Lord Nelson and Agamemnon have both been launched, the machinery is 
mostly in position on board, and the general progress is satisfactory. 

Armoured Cruisers. 

The four later ships of the Duke of Edinburgh class have successfully passed through 
all their steam trials, reaching a speed of about 23} knots. The Cochrane, Natal, and 
Achilles will have been delivered by the contractors complete and ready for com- 
mission by about the end of this financial year; the fourth vessel, Warrior, will be 
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«completed at Pembroke Dockyard early in 1907-8. These four ships are sister vessels 
to the Duke of Edinburgh ad Black Prince, except that four 50-calibre 7.5-inch guns 
are carried in single turrets on the upper deck, in lieu of the ten 6-inch guns in battery 
‘on the main deck in the first two ships of the class. 


Two of the armoured cruisers of the Minotaur class have been launched during 
the year, the Minotaur at Devonport and Shannon at Chatham, and are now being 
prepared for their trials. The third ship of the class, Defence, will be launched at 
Pembroke in April. 

The three large armoured cruisers Inflexible, Indomitable, and Invincible were laid 
down in February, March and April, 1906, respectively, and have made good progres: 
being nearly ready for launching, 


Unarmoured Cruiser. 


A design of a fast unarmoured cruiser has been prepared, and the ship will be laid 
‘down at Pembroke early in the next financial year. In this design special attention 
has been given to her capabilities for accompanying destroyers and acting as a parent 
ship in addition to carrying out the peace duties of a light cruiser. 


Destroyers and Torpedo Boats, 

Four First Class torpedo boats (called coastal destroyers in last year’s statement) 
have been delivered. It is expected that three more will be delivered before the end 
of the financial year. 

The remaining five of these vessels are well advanced, and will probably be delivered 
during the next few months. 

Eighteen designs (including alternatives) for the twelve First Class torpedo boats 
and two ocean-going destroyers provided for in the current Navy Estimates have been 
examined and orders provisionally placed. 


Other Vessels. 


The building of His Majesty’s Yacht Alerandra has been advanced, and she will 
be completed during next financial year. 

The fitting out of the Fleet repair ship Cyclops will be completed early in the next 
financial year. 

One steam hopper dredger barge for Devonport, three 100-ton water lighters for 
Home Ports, three 50-ton Naval Ordnance barges, one 1,000-ton coal depot, and four 
25)-ton coaling lighters have been completed. Fifteen horse boats, one steam mooring 
lighter and tug for Devonport, and one mooring lighter for Sheerness will be completed 
by the end of March, 1907, or soon after. 

One paddle tug for Gibraltar and six 20-ton,ammunition barges now being built 
will be completed during 1907-8. 


Submarines. 

The last vessels of the B. class, ordered in 1904-5, have been completed and delivered, 
and are now on active service. 

Four of the eleven C. class boats, ordered in 1905-6, have been completed and 
delivered, and it is anticipated that four more will be completed by 3lst March next. 

Five more boats of the C. class have been ordered, and these boats will be well 
advanced by 31st March next; two boats of the same class have been laid down at 
Chatham. 
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General. 


The arrangements on board H.M. ships for cooking, bread-making, sanitation, 
ventilation, warming, washing, lighting, dealing with wounded, coaling, working 
torpedo net defence, ete., have been improved and extended during the past financial 
year, and workshops, with the necessary machine tools, for armourers and electricians 
have been provided in many ships. 


MACHINERY AND BUILERS. 


Four of the older First Class torpedo boats have been re-boilered with water-tube 
hoilers in lieu of the locomotive type originally fitted, and have successfully carried 
out their trials. 


In all the vessels at present under construction, with the single exception of the 
Warrior, which will shortly be finished, complete installations of water-tube boilers 
have been fitted. 


ee 


Large tube boilers of the “‘ Babcock and Wilcox” or “ Yarrow” type have been 
fitted in battleships and First Class cruisers, and various types of small tube boilers 
are being fitted in destroyers. 


Reserve sets: of auxiliary machinery have been purchased during this year following 
the practice of previous years ; by the provision of these engines, etc., it is anticipated 
that the time taken to replace breakdowns to these small but important engines will be 
much reduced, as the stock is now practically complete, and is typical for the various 
classes of ships. 


The present capacity of electrice—generating machinery of the older classes of ships 
is gradually being extended in order to cope with the larger application of electric 
motors and other appliances; the installation of this machinery in vessels under 
construction is also being increased consquent on the larger number of auxiliary 
engines, fans, and motors not being driven by electrical power. 


Turbine Propelling Machinery. 


During the present financial year several vessels fitted with this type of propelling 
machinery have successfully completed their contract trials. 


The largest vessel completed during the present year, the Dreadnought, is fitted 
with turbine propelling machinery. This vessel completed her contract trials without 
a hitch, the trials being highly satisfactory. 


On the higher powers the turbine engines proved much more economical than 
reciprocating engines, and, although more uneconomical at low powers, an advantage 
of turbine engines is also the lesser boiler power required ; in the case of the Dread- 
nought it would have been necessary to provide one-sixth more boiler power had the 
vessel been fitted with reciprocating engines. 

It may be remarked that the turbine installation in this vessel is the highest power 
vet completed in any vessel, either naval or mercantile. 

The results obtained in the Dreadnought and in the other turbine-propelled vessels 
which have been completed this year fully justify the adoption of this type of pro- 
pelling machinery for H.M. ships, and this policy is being continued in all war vessels 


of this year’s programme. 


Repair Ships. 


The Assistance has been thoroughly overhauled and repaired since grounding, 


and the Cyclops, a ship now being fitted up, will shortly be in full commission. They 
are fitted in a very complete manner and are capable of executing repairs of con- 


siderable magnitude to any vessel, besides which they are fitted to act as distilling 
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vessels. Steps are also being taken by the purchase and fitting of workshop machines 
and appliances to convert the Aquarius, at present a distilling vessel, into a repair 
ship. 

Ice-making Machinery. 


Improved installations of ice-making and cold-storage machinery have been fitted 
in all the more recent vessels. 


WORK AT THE DOCKYARDS. 


Two submarine boats have been begun at Chatham Dockyard, but as these are 


the first vessels of the class to be constructed in H.M. Dockyards, rapid progress is 
not arranged for. 


Satisfactory progress is being made with the work of refitting ships provided for under 
the heading of “ Large Repairs,” and, notwithstandng the fact that several important 
and unexpected items under this heading have had to be undertaken, it is anticipated 
that the original programme will be approximately realised. 


Owing to the nature of the programme requirements, it was found necessary, during 
the early part of the financial year 1906-7, to dispense with the services of some of the 
workmen employed at Chatham and Pembroke, so as to preserve a proper working 
balance between the men of different trades. Since that time, however, no important 
discharges on reduction have taken place, but minor adjustments in the numbers of the 
various trades have been, and are being, effected in accordance with the demand of th« 
work in hand and in prospect. 


As indicated in the “‘ Memorandum explanatory of recent and forthcoming changes 
in the administration of His Majesty’s Dockvards in the United Kingdom,” published 
on the Ist August last (Cd. 2861), the question of the adequacy of the pay of the 
various classes of workmen in His Majesty’s Dockyards has been carefully reviewed. 
It was decided to grant various concessions both as regards conditions of service and 
remuneration, which will entail an estimated ultimate additional liability of 60,000/. 
per annum. 


The work of installing electric light and power in the Dockvards and other Naval 
Establishments is approaching completion. The new generating stations at Ports- 
mouth, Devonport, Pembroke, and Chatham Dockyards are now is active operation, 
and are supplying current for general use, while connections to the supply system are 
being made as the various works are completed. 


The installations at Gibraltar and the Cape of Good Hope are running, but extension 
work in connection therewith is in hand at each Yard, and an extension is also in 
progress at Pembroke. 


The generating station at Sheerness, which was held in abeyance for some time, 
is now under construction, whilst that at Malta is practically complete. Work in 
connection with the station at Hong Kong is in hand, and steps are being taken to 
provide the necessary machinery. 


The replacement of obsolete machinery in the Yard workshops which has been in 
progress for the last three years is now nearly complete, and the shops generally are 
now considered to be practically up-to-date. Replacements and conversion of the 
lifting and hauling appliances of the Yards are also in progress. 
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Larce Repairs. 


lhe following is a list of the principal works under this heading which have been, 
or will be, completed during the financial year 1903-7 :— 


Battleships :— 


Hannibal. 
Royal Sovereign. 
Albion. 


Armoured Cruisers :— 
Bedford. 


Donegal. 

Leviathan (practically complete). 
Protected Cruisers :— 

Amphitrite. 

Ariadne (practically complete). 

Bonaventure. 

Edgar. 

Hyacinth. 


Sloops :— 


Fantome. \ 5. ; , i. 
: | Fitted for Surveying Service. 
Merlin. J aie 


Repair Ships :— 
I I 
Assistance. 
Aquarius. 
The details of the repairs and refits proposed to be carried out in 1907-8 will, as 
usual, appear in the programme portion of the Navy Estimates. The most im- 
portant items are given below :— 


Battleships :— 


Canopus. 
Goliath. 
Glory. 
Dominion. 


Armoured Cruisers :— 


Berwick. 
Cornwall. 
Cumberland. 


Protected Cruisers :— 


Andromeda. 
Blake. 
Blenheim. 
Diadem. 
Fox. 
Gibraltar. 
Hawke. 
Niobe. 
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Auziliaries :— 
Hecla. 


Leander, 
Tyne. 
Vulcan. 


hi NEW WORKS. 
Works Provided in Estimates 1906-7. 


Cape of Good Hope.—The accommodation for Police has been completed. The 
Hospital and Sanatorium will be finished by the end of the year. 


Chatham.—The improvement and extension of the Dockyard Water Supply, and 
the conversion of Melville Hospital into Marine Barracks, are practically completed. 
The residence for the Commander-in-Chief has been completed, and is in occupation. 
Progress is being made with the reconstruction of the side walls of Upnor entrance. 
It has been decided to defer the River Training Works at Hoo Ness. 


Deal.—The new canteen at the East Barracks is practically complete. 


Gibraltar.—The additional accommodation at the Hospital, and the extension of 
the jetty at Rosia Bay (Victualling Yard), will be finished in 1907-8. 


Greenwich Royal Naval College-—Progress is being made with the renewal of roofs 
of the main blocks of this building, which is rented from Greenwich Hospital. 


Hong Kong.—The torpedo range will be completed in 1907-8. 


Malta.—The renewal of the wharf walls in French Creek, and the new buildings 
connected with the hydraulic dock, are practically complete. The scheme for the 
renewal of the wharf walls in Dockyard Creek has been reduced, and the work will 
be finished in 1906-7. The reservoir at Luca, torpedo stores at Calcara Creek, and 
the torpedo range will, it is anticipated, be completed in 1907-8. 


Plymouth.—The railways, North and South Yards, the new buoy house and the 
new machine shop, South Yard, will be finished in 1906-7. The new jetty and rail- 
ways, South Yard, the renewal and strengthening of the girders and stanchions for 
traveller, North Yard, and the widening of the drill shed at the Royal Naval Barracks 
will be completed in 1907-8. The improvements and alterations, and the wards 
for lunatics and prisoners at the Royal Naval Hospital, are finished. 


Portland.—The repairs to the head of the breakwater are being proceeded with 
as necessary. The berthing for torpedo boat destroyers is practically finished, and 
the reconstruction of the inner arm of Camber jetty will be completed within the 
financial vear. 


Portsmouth.—The lengthening of No. 5 Dock is practically completed ; the quarters 
for Sub-lieutenants at Whale Island are occupied. The reconstruction of the en- 
trance to No. 3 Dock, the extension of the chemical laboratory, and the alteration 
to the Dockyard boundary will be finished in 1906-7. The new steam factory, the 
improvement of shipbuilding facilities, and the office extension at Whale Island 
are nearing completion, and will be finished in 1907-8. The extension of the Mold 
Loft floor, the lengthening of No. 15 Dock, the reconstruction of six flats and two 
staircases at Haslar Hospital, and the additional class rooms and libraries at the 
Britannia, Royal Naval College, Dartmouth, will also, it is anticipated, be eom- 
pleted in 1907-8. The scheme for the new lock is now being considered, and the 
work will be begun in the ensuing financial year. 


Woolwich.—The additional railway facilities, protection against abnormal tides, 
and quarters at Plumstead are being proceeded with by the War Department. 
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Accommodation on Shore for Boys’ Training Establishments.—The training estab- 
lishment at Shotley Point (Harwich) is virtually completed, with the exception of 
a new swimming bath, which will be finished in 1907-8. 


The principal new works provided for in 1907-8 are :— 


Bermuda.—House for hydraulic engine and boiler, ete. 

Harwich (Shotley Point).—Additional hospital accommodation. 
Haulbowline.—Lengthening dock. 

Hong Kong.—New storehouses. 

Portsmouth.—Foundations for 169-ton crane. 


Osborne, R.N. College. New Infectious Hospital. : 


Shoeburyness.—New three-tunnel butt. 


ProGREsSs UNDER NavaL Works Act. 
(a) Enclosure and Defence of Harbours. 


Malta Breakwater.—The minor works connected with the scheme, including wharf 
walls and diversion of sewage, have been completed or are well in hand. Better 
progress is now being made with the main contract work, viz., the St. Elmo and 
ticasoli_ breakwaters, the latter, 7.e., the short arm, being almost finished. e 
2 li breakwat the latt , the short | Imost finished. Th 
extended date for the completion of the whole of this contract is Ist October, 1908. 


(ribraltar.—The commercial mole is now completed. It was originally arranged 
ior the Gibraltar Colony to share in the use of the entire mole, but Naval require- 
ments now necessitate the Admiralty appropriating the greater portion of it for their 
exclusive use. 


Dover.—The Admiralty Pier extension, the reclamation, and the eastern arm are 
completed, with the exception of some minor works on the heads. The greater part 
of the South breakwater is also completed, and the necessary dredging is being proceeded 
with. 


(b) Adapting Naval Ports to Present Needs of Fleet. 


Deepening Harbours and Approaches.—The whole of the work provided for in 
this item has now been finished, with the exception of the contract dredging at Ply- 
mouth and Haulbowline, which is almost completed. Provision is made in Vote 10, 
1907-8, for working Admiralty plant engaged upon the special dredging still remaining 
to be carried out at Plymouth and Portsmouth. 


Keyham Dockyard Extension The works under the main contracts are practicallY 
completed, and the new Docks, Locks, and Basins are in use. Some of the buildings 
are in course of construction, and arrangements are being made for the erection of the 
remaining buildings. 


Gibraltar Dockyard Extension.—The three Docks are completed and in use, and 
the Dockyard Extension works will be completed during 1907. The water storage 
tanks on the east side of the Rock are also nearly finished, and the residences for 
officers and artisans are well advanced. 


Hong Kong Dockyard Extension.—The tidal basin and wharf walls, the deepening 
of basin areas, approaches to wharf walls, etc., the buildings for the engineering and 
constructive Departments, the graving dock, ete., are nearing completion. The 
works contingent upon the dock, comprising pump wells, culverts and penstock shatits, 
caisson, engine and boiler house, western sea wall, etc., are well advanced. Incidental 
services, including reclamation, drainage, latrines, water and fire services, railways 
and crane roads, etc., are being proceeded with. 
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Colombo Dock.—This dock, carried out under the Colonial Government and ‘partly 
paid for by the Admiralty, is completed with the exception of certain incidental! 
services which are under consideration, and of the North Guide Pier which is being 
proceeded with. The dock is now capable of being used by H.M. ships. 


Malta Dockyard Extension.—The contract work for the two new docks is completed 
with the exception of a few minor incidental services. The new shops, stores, factory, 
etc., included in the reduced scheme for the Dockyard extension are being proceeded 
with, some of the buildings are practically completed. 


Bermuda Dockyard Extension.—This work, including the contract for new break- 
water, wharf walls, etc., is now completed. 


Simon’s Bay Dockyard Extension —The dock, East breakwater, East and West 
piers, and necessary dredging are all well advanced. 


Coaling Facilities and Fuel Storage. 


Plymouth.—A scheme for the establishment of a coaling depot on a reduced seal 
(comprising re-construction of wharf, extension of quay, railways, water supply, etc.). 
has been drawn up and the work started. Provision is made in Vote 10, 1907-8, fo: 
completing it. 

Portland. —The contract work of extending the coaling jetty has been completed. 
In connection with the storage of oil fuel a concrete jetty and two additional tank~ 
have been completed. Provision has been made in Vote 10, 1907-8, for further tanks 
for oil fuel storage. 


Malta.—The coaling scheme has been completed. 


Hong Kong.—The coaling jetty at Kowloon has been finished. The coal sheds 
are being proceeded with. 


Schemes for the storage of oil fuel at other stations have been under consideration, 
and provision is made in Vote 10, 1907-8, for starting work. 


Chatham Dockyard Extension.—The contract work for the new river wall at th 
Upnor Entrance is practically completed. 

Sheerness Depot for Torpedo-Boat Destroyers.—The following are the main works 
comprised in the scheme: Extension of Nos. 4 and 5 docks, caisson at No. 2 Dock. 
electric shop, mast shed, torpedo tube store, ete., dock pumping station, new engine 
end boiler house at Navy well, and zincing shops. The whole of these works are 
now practically completed. 

Naval Establishment at Rosyth—(Preliminary Works.)—Arrangements have been 
made to obtain a permanent supply of water; the scheme (including new reservoi! 
and mains) is being carried out by the Dumfermline District Committee, and is well 
advanced. A railway line to connect the proposed Naval establishment with the 
North British Railway has been practically completed by the Railway Company. 
Railway connections with the Company’s system inside the Admiralty boundary 
have been provided. Borings have been made and an experimental cylinder is being 
sunk in order to obtain information necessary for determining the method of con- 
struction to be adopted for the wharf walls, etc. An item for the Naval Depot, Rosyth, 
has been introduced into Vote 10, 1907-8, and money provided for the production of 
plans based on the investigations already carried out. 


NavaL BaRRACkKs, ETC. 


Gunnery Schools. 
Chatham.—A scheme has been approved comprising gun drill and stripping shed 
shooting-instruction shed, lecture room and offices, loading-teacher shed, armourer= 
workshops, etc. The work has been commenced. 
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Devonport.—The approved scheme includes gun drill and stripping shed, shooting- 
instruction shed, loading-teacher shed, additional men’s block, barrack courses shed, 
lecture rooms and offices, armourers’ workshop, etc. All these works are in hand 
and some of them are approaching completion. 


Portsmouth.—The extension of the gun drill battery is practically finished. 


Keyham Naval Barracks.—Contracts have been let for new gymnasium and cart 
shed, stables, etc., and Squash Racquet Courts, and the works are practically completed. 


Magazines. 


(hatham.—Two new magazines at Chattenden and certain improvements at Upnor 
and Lodge Hill have been completed. A new laboratory at Chattenden is practically 
finished and a shell-filling laboratory at Upnor is in hand. Two additional magazines 
at Chattenden, and works connected with the disposal of sewage at Upnor and Chatten- 
den, are about to be started. 


Portsmouth.—Two additional cordite magazines at Priddy’s Hard are in hand and 
approaching completion. 

Plymouth.—Additional shell stores are being proceeded with at Bull Point. 

Malta.—The additional magazine accommodation is approaching completion. 

Coast Guard Ranges and Royal Naval Reserve Batteries —The Coast Guard works 
ready approved are approaching completion. 

Torpedo Ranges.—The extension of the torpedo range at Horsea Island has been 
completed. Arrangements are being made for the provision of an additional range 
elsewhere. 

Electric Light and Power in Naval Establishments.—Contracts have been let for 
venerating stations, machinery, and other works involved in the installations of 
electric light and power at the Cape of Good Hope, Chatham, Gibraltar, Malta, Ply- 
mouth, Portland, Portsmouth and Sheerness. The station at the Cape of Good Hope 
has been completed, and the work at the other establishments is well advanced. 


# 


23rd February, 1907. 
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PUBLIC BILLS 


DEALT WITH IN VOLUME CLXX. 
Those marked thus* are Government Bills. The figures in parentheses in 
the last column refer to the page in this volume. “fu..]” following title 
indicates that the Bill originated in the House of Lords. 





(A.) House oF Lorpbs. 





| 
Title of Bill. Brought in by | Progress. 





*Australian States Con-| Earl of Elgin | Committee) 50.) » - 
solidation [H.L.] Report J ach Keb. (174) 
Read 3" passed 5th March (602) 


*Companies [H.L.] Eurl of Granurd Read 1° 7th March (927) 





Companies Act (Debenture Lord Avebury Read 2° 5th March (600) 


and Debenture Stock) | 





[ H.L. } 
*County Courts [H.L. | | Lord Chancellor | Read 1“ 28th Feb. (173) 
' | | 
* Judicature [H.L.] | Lord Chancellor Second Reading 4th Mar. (436) 
- <9 ‘th ,, (927) 
*Matrimonial Causes Acts | Lord Chancellor | Read 1* 11th March (1167) 
Amendment [1.L. | 
H | 
Municipal Representation | Lord Courtney | Read 1" 27th Feb. (4) 
[H.L.] | 
| 
| Read 1 11th March (1168) 


| 
Prize Courts [H.L. ] | Lord Chancellor 
| 
| 


Rule Committee [H.L. | Lord Chancellor | Read 1“ 11th March (1167) 





(B.) House or Commons. 








Title of Bill. t Brought in by Progress 
Advertisement Regulations Jr. Hart-Davies Read 1° 28th Feb. (269) 
Character Note Mr, Bell Read 1° 4th March (498) 
Clerks of the Peace and Mr. Luttrell Read 1° 27th Feb. (68) 


County Council 





38 























House or ComMons—continued. 





Title of Bill, 


Brought in by 





Iducation Acts Amendment 


*Education Administrative 
Provision 


Ndueation (Provision of 
Meals) Scotland 


Feus and Building Leases 
(Scotiand) 


Hours of Labour (Bake- 
houses 


Housing of the Working 
Classes Acts Amendment 


* Judicature (Ireland) 
Justices of the Peace 


Licensing (Scotland) Amend 
ment 


limited Partnerships 
Local Authorities Officers 
Outdoor Relief Pensioners 
Police Superannuation 
Political Pensions 


Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children 


*Probation of Offenders 
Public Health Officers 


Public Libraries 
{ 
Purchase of Land (England 


and Wales) | 
| 


Railway Tickets | 
Released Persons (Poor Law | 
Relief) 


School Board Conference | 
(Scotland) 
| 


Mr. 


Mr. 


~ 


Mr. 


Mr. 


~ 


M v. 


Sir 


Walter Rea 


Meken - 

JL. Mictonald 
Findlay 

Wilkie 


Walter Foster 


*. Birrell 
. Luttre Il 


. Findlay 


yy Williuin Hollund 
»~ Luke White 
ye J. re Macdonald 


SL Roberts 


Sir H. Vincent 


Mr. 


Mr, 


Mr. 


Mr. 


° Brainsdon 


* Gludston¢ 


‘ir Walter Foster 


Tennant 


J. Collings 


Morton 


H, Samuel 


E. Mason 





| 
| P.ozrcss. 
| 


| Read 2° 1st March (431) 


Read 1° 28th Feb, (269) 
Read 2° Ist March (368) 


Read 1° 5th March (653) 





Read 1° 5th March (652) 
Read 1° Ist March (432) 


| 
| 
| 
| Read 1° 5th March (653) 
| 


| Read 1° 27th Feb. (68) 


| Read 1° 27th Feb. (68) 


Read 1° 4th March (500) 
Read 1° 4th March (498) 
Read 1° 6th March (821) 
Read 1° 28th Feb. (269) 
Read 2° 8th March (1163) 


"Read 1° 5th March (653) 


Read 1° 27th Feb. (68) 
| Read 1? lst March (432) 
_ Read 1° 4th March (499) 


Read 1° 6th March (822) 


| Read 1° 4th March (499) 


_ Read 1° 7th March (1004) 


Read 1° 6th March (821) 
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House oF ComMonNs—continued. 


Title of Bill, 





Shops (No. 2) 

Small Holding (Scotland) 
(No. 2) 

Spurious Sports 


*Territorial and Reserve 
Forces 


Valuation (Ireland) 
Weekly Rest Day 


Women’s Enfranchisement 





srought in by 


Sir C. Dilke 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Munro Ferguson 
9 


Luttrell 


Haldane 


Jumes O'Connor 
Clare 


Dickinson 


Progress. 


3111 withdrawn 12th March 
(1451) 


Read 1° 28th Feb. (269) 


Read 1° 27th Feb. (68) 


Read 1° 4th March (503) 


Read 1° 11th March (1274) 
Read 1° 28th Feb. (269) 


Second Reading (adjourned) 
8th March (1102) 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, SESSION 1907. 


List oF RuLEs, OrpeErs, &c., which have been presented during the Session, and are 
required by Statute to lie for an appointed number of Days upon the Table of 
the House. 


In Continuation of List given in previous Volume. 


Date from which Period to lie upon 
the Period runs. the Table. 


Title of Paper. 


Shop Hours Act, 1904,—Copy of Order made by the 28 February 40) days 
Council of the City of Cardiff, and confirmed by the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, fixing 
the Hours of Closing for certain classes of Shops 
within the Riverside and Canton Wards of the City 
(4 Edw. VIL, ¢. 31, s. 3 (3)} 


Army,—Copy of Draft Order in Council declaring 2 March One lunar month 
what is requisite to entitle a Volunteer or Volunteer 
Engineer Corps, Volunteer Divisions of Submarine 
Miners, and Volunteer Electrical Engineers to be 
deemed an efficient Volunteer [26 and 27 Vie., c. 65, 
~. 11] 


Education (Scotland) (Code 1907),—Copy of Code of 11 March One month 
Regulations for Day Schools, with Appendices, by 
the Lords of the Committee of the Privy Council on 
Education in Scotland [35 and 36 Vic., ¢. 62, s. 67] 


Kdueation (Scotland),—Copy of Minute of the Com- 11 Mareh One month 
inittee of Council on Education in Scotland, dated 
%th Mareh 1907, providing for the distribution of the 
General Aid Grant [35 and 36 Vic., c. 62, s. 67] 


Edueation (Secotland),—Copy of Regulations for the 12 March One month 
preliminary education, training, and certification of 
teachers for various grades of schools [35 and 36 Vic., 
¢. 62, s. 67] 


Shop Hours Act, 1904,--Copy of Order made by the 12 Mareli 40 days 
Council of the Borough of Newport (Isle of Wight), 
and confirmed by the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, fixing the Hours of Closing for certain 
classes of Shops within the Borough [4 Edw. VIL, 
«. 31, s. 3 (3)] 
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